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INTRODUCTION  TO  VOLUME  II. 

Summary  Beview  of  Volume  One, 

Ths  eT0oU  whieh  make  up  the  first  Tolnine  of  the  Hittovy  of  the 
Chnroh  moTed  forward  from  the  back  grouid  of  sneoenive  diepeiisa* 
tionsot  the  Gospel  whieh  preceded  the  Dispensation  of  the  Fullness  of 
l^mefi.    Ttmt  volume  covered  the  period  from  the  birth  of  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  1805,  to  the  close  of  the  year  1833,  and  included  as  ita 
chief  events:  the  birth  of  the  Prophet;  his  Hrst  vision  of  the  Father 
and  the  Sou;  the  conniiL;  forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon;  the  orj^aniza- 
tioa  of  the  Church,  April  r»th,  1830;  the  mission  to  the  Lamanites;  the 
patherinj;  of  the  people  from  the  state  of  New  York,  first  to  Kirtland,. 
Ohio,  and  sul>se(juently  the  ^fathering  of  many  of  them  to  Ja<  kson 
county,  Missouri;  the  location  of  the  site  ot       future  city  of  Zioii  and 
its  temple;  the  introduction  of  the  doctrine  of  consecration  and  stew- 
ardship; the  experience  of  the  Elders  of  Israel  in  their  movementa 
baek  and  fbrth  between  Kirtland  and  Zion;  the  tpread  ot  the  work 
throngfaoat  the  statei  of  the  Ameriean  Union  and  Canada;  the  Prophet'a 
own  miaaion  to  the  latter  plaoe;  the  fonnding  of  the  first  Chnroh  peri- 
odieal.  The  Evmmg  mid  Muming  Star;  the  eeleetion  of  a  number  of 
the  roTelations  of  Ood  f or  pnbUeation  under  the  title»  **The  Book  of 
Commandmenti;^*  the  establishment  of  the  Ifereantile  and  Literary 
llfTOs  of  Zion  and  Kirtland;  the  laying  of  the  comer  stones  of  the 
Kirtland  Temple ;  the  planting  of  a  number  of  settlements  in  Jackson 
eonnty,  lliseonri;  the  awakenint;  jealousy  of  the  old  settlers  nirainat 
the  more  progressive  Saints;  the  fanning  of  these  flames  of  jealousy 
by  sectarian  priests;  the  rise  of  that  relipio: political  persecution  which 
culminated  in  the  terrible  suffering  of  the  Saints — the  destruction  of 
their  printing  establishment,  the  burning  of  their  homes,  their  tinal 
e:«cpul.->ion  from  Jackson  county;   also  the  negotiatiojis  between  the 
Saints  and  the  civil  authorities  of  the  state  of  Mis>ouri  for  reinstate- 
ment of  tiie  exiles  upon  their  lands.    The  first  vohnne  closed  with  the 
narration  of  these  circumstances  of  diacouragement  which  befell  the 
Saints  ia  their  effmrta  to  eataUiah  Zion  in  Miaaoari, 

Summary  of  Volume  Two. 

In  this  second  volume  is  recorded  the  arrival  of  a  delegation  from 
the  exiled  Saints  in  Miasouri,  seeking  advice  and  the  word  of  the  Lord 
from  the  Prophet}  the  organisation  of  Zion'a  Camp  for  the  deliverance 
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ot  Zion;  its  uiarch  from  Kirtland  to  Missouri;  its  rich  educational  ex- 
periences; its  (lisbandment  and  the  return  of  many  of  the  brethren  to 
Ohio;  the  establishment  of  a  school  for  the  Elders  at  Kirtland,  tho  first 
edacatioual  movement  in  the  Church;  the  discovery  of  the  Book  of 
Abraham;  the  organization  of  the  first,  or  Kirtland  High  Council;  the 
organiifttioB  of  the  qaonuns  of  the  foreign  ministry,  the  Twelve  and 
the  Seventy;  the  publication  ot  the  Dootrine  and  CoTenanta;  the  oom- 
pletion  and  dedication  of  the  Kirtland  Temple;  the  purification  and 
apiritual  endowment  of  the  Elders  of  the  Chureh;  the  appearance  of 
Messiah  in  the  Temple  deelarinir  His  acceptance  of  it;  the  appearance 
of  Moses,  EUas  and  Elijah,  on  the  same  occasion,  delivering  the  keys 
of  their  respective  dispensations  to  the  Prophet  of  the  Dispensation  of 
the  Fullness  of  Times;  the  commencement  of  the  ministry  of  the  Twelve 
among  the  branches  of  the  Church  in  the  eastern  States  of  the  Ameri- 
can Union;  the  misunderstandings  that  arose  between  them  and  the 
Presidency  of  the  Church;  the  revelations  of  God  which  came  in  con- 
sequence of  their  misunderstandinp:s,  more  clearly  definiuj?  the  rig"hts, 
powers,  and  relations  of  the  respective  quorums  of  the  Priesthood;  the 
peaceful  exodus  of  the  Saints  from  Clay  county,  Missouri,  and  the 
foundinf?  of  Far  West;  the  openinj^  of  the  first  foreign  mission  by 
sending  two  of  the  Twelve  and  several  Elders  to  England;  the  attempt 
to  mass  the  several  industrial  pursuits  and  temporal  interests  of  the 
Saints  under  one  general  concern,  the  ''Kirtland  Safety  Society  Com- 
pany;the  failure  of  that  concern  in  the  general  financial  maelstrom 
that  swept  over  the  country  in  1837,  hastened  also — sad  to  relate — ^by 
the  unwise,  management  and  dishonesty  of  some  of  the  incorporators 
and  directors;  the  manifestation  of  excessive  pride  and  worldliness  on 
the  part  of  some  of  the  Saints  at  Kirtland;  the  disaffection  of  many 
hitherto  leading  Bhlers  of  the  Church  against  the  Prophet  Joseph;  the 
extensive  apostasy  of  many  Elders  and  Saints  in  filirtland;  with  the 
account  of  which  calamitous  events  this  volume  doses. 

The  JExpedUion  of  Zion^s  Camp, 

The  time  covered  by  this  volume  may  properly  be  called  the  Kirtland 
period  of  the  Chureh  History,  since  that  city  is  the  chief  center  of 
activity.  The  four  years  which  comprise  the  period  are  marked,  on  the 
one  hand,  by  rapid  doctrinal  development,  institutional  growth,  outward 
enlargement  and  internal  spiritual  progress;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  marked  by  internal  dissensions,  abundant  manifestations  of  human 
weakness  and  wickedness,  resulting  in  bitterness  and  apostasy.  The 
period  is  one  in  which  the  Church  is  manifestly  militant,  and  not 
always,  from  surface  appearances,  triumphant.    Yet  removed  from 
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that  period  by  well  nigh  three-quarters  of  a  centary,  one  may  see  now 
that  it  was  a  s^lorious  period,  Dotwithatan<1iii^  sombre  shadows  are  now 
and  then  cast  athwart  the  pathway  of  the  Church's  progresB*  Who 
can  rightly  estimate  the  value  of  the  experiences  of  that  movement  for 
the  redemption  of  Zion,  called  Zion's  Camp?  Nothinpr  so  completely 
reveals  the  worth  or  worthlessiiess  of  human  character  as  expeditions  of 
this  description.  Men  arc  thrown  into  such  relations  wit li  racii  other 
that  all  tl)at  is  in  them,  j^ood  or  bad,  comes  to  the  surfncf.  As  oppor- 
tunities in  time  of  war  reveal  noble  or  debased  natures,  s<i  in  expedi- 
tions such  as  Zion's  Canjp  the  base  or  exalted  phases  ol  hunian  nature 
are  forced  to  tlie  surface,  and  are  known  and  read  of  men.  God,  it 
appears,  was  about  to  choose  His  foreign  ministry,  His  Especial  Wit- 
nesses to  the  woild,  the  Twelve  uid  the  Seventy.  Alter  the  expedition 
of  Zion*s  Gamp  He  oonld  ehooee  them  ftom  amonir  men  who  had  oiEered 
thehr  aU  in  saeriflee— even  to  life  itself—for  the  work's  sake.  Are  not 
aoeh  manifestly  fitter  witnesses  than  these  who  are  nntriedt  Will  it  be 
aigoed  that  to  the  All-knowing  the  untried  are  as  well  known  as  the 
tried,  and  that  Ood  needed  no  sneh  demonstration  of  fidelity  as  was 
afforded  by  the  ezpediton  of  Zion's  Camp  in  order  to  guide  Him  in  the 
ehoice  of  His  Witnesses  to  the  nations  of  the  earth T  If  so,  my  answer 
would  be  an  aoquiesoenoe — God  needs  no  such  expedition  in  order  to  re- 
veal  to  Him  the  worthiness  of  those  who  shall  be  His  special  Witnesses. 
Bnt  what  ot  the  world — what  of  men?  Do  not  they  need  some  snoh 
evidence  back  of  those  who  shall  testify  of  a  new  dispensation  of  the 
Gospel?  Will  not  men  have  more  repird  for  the  testimony  of  Witnesses 
who  have  offered  their  all  in  sacrifice  for  any  given  work,  than  for  the 
testimony  of  witnesses  who  have  made  no  such  saeritieef  Undoubt- 
edly. Not  for  God's  guidance,  then,  but  for  the  qualification  of  the 
Witnesses  in  the  eyes  of  men  was  the  expedition  of  Zion's  Camp  in 
part  conceived  and  executed.  Also  that  those  men  who,  under  God— 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  the  Three  Witness  to  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon—were to  make  ehoiee  of  espeeial  Witnesses  might  know  whom  to 
seleet  beeanse  of  aetnally  demonstrated  fitness  and  worthiness. 

Moreover  there  were  men  in  that  expedition  who  later  will  be  sailed 
npon  to  eonduet  larger  expeditions  mneh  of  the  same  eharaoter— an 
esodos  of  thousands  from  Missouri;  an  exodus  of  tens  of  thousands 
from  the  eonfines  of  the  United  States,  a  thousand  miles  into  the 
wilderness  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  May  not  the  Lord  have  designed 
in  part  this  expedition  of  Zion's  Camp  for  their  instruet ion.  for  their 
training?  The  leaders  of  these  later  movements  are  all  there — Brigham 
Young,  Heber  C.  Kimball,  Orson  Pratt,  Parley  P.  Prstt,  Charles  C. 
Rich,  George  A.  Smith.  \ViIford  Woodruff  and  many  more.  It  is  sig- 
nificant, too,  that  Brigham  Young  at  least  sensed  the  true  importance 
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of  the  Zion's  Camp  expedition.  That  expeditk>ii  for  the  redemptioo  ^ 
Zion  was  regarded  by  many  weak-faithed  Saints  ^  a  sad  failure,  a 
homiliation  of  a  preramptaoiis  prophet.  One  of  these  attempted  la 
ridteole  it  in  the  presenee  of  Briffham  Yonnir,  as  a  ease  of  mmnhlag 
men  np  a  hill  to  march  them  down  again.  "Well,"  said  the  aeoAnr, 
"what  did  yon  gain  on  this  useless  jouney  to  Missonri  with  Joseph 
Bmitht*'  "All  we  went  for,'*  promptlr  replied  Brigham  Tonng.  **I 
would  not  ezehange  the  es^erienee  gained  in  that  espedition  for  all  tka 
wealth  of  Geauga  county/'  A  remark  which  proves  that  Brtgfaan 
Young  had  a  keen  insight  into  the  purpose  of  the  Zion's  Camp  move- 
ment. 

First  Educational  Movement    the  Church. 

Tlie  vahie  of  the  educatioual  nio\ (Miit  iit  in  the  Church  by  the 
♦  stablishmetit  of  a  school  for  the  Elders  in  Kiillnnd,  cannot  be  fully 
appieeiuted  even  j'et.  It  stands  as  a  direct  contradiction  to  the  oft- 
repeated  charges  that  Mormonism  seeks  to  thrive  through  the  ignorance 
of  its  devotees.  "Seek  ye  diligently,  and  teach  one  another  words  of 
wisdom,"  was  an  admonition  the  Ghureh  in  the  Eirtland  period  of  its 
history  sought  earnestly  to  carry  into  effeet.  ^*Yea,  seek  ye  out  of  the 
kmst  books  words  of  wisdom:  seek  learning  even  by  study,  and  also  Iqr 
faith.*'  To  the  sphere  of  their  learning  there  were  no  limitations  set. 
"Teaeh  ye  diligently,"  said  the  Lord,  "and  my  graee  shall  attend  too, 
that  you  may  be  instructed  more  perfectly  in  theoiy,  in  principle,  in 
doctrine,  in  the  law  of  the  Gospel,  in  all  things  that  pertain  unto  the 
kingdom  of  God,  that  are  expedient  for  you  to  understand;  of  things 
both  in  heaven  and  in  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth;  things  which 
have  been,  things  which  are,  things  which  must  shortly  come  to  pass; 
things  which  are  at  home,  things  which  are  abroad;  the  wars  and  the 
perplexities  of  the  nations.  an<l  the  judcrnients  which  are  on  the  land, 
and  a  knowledge  also  of  countries  and  of  kiiiudorus."  I  know  of 
nothing  that  lies  outside  this  boundless  ti»'ld  <»f  re.M'arcli  itito  which  (he 
Elders  of  the  Church  especially  were  invited — nay,  commanded,  to 
enter.  It  comprehends  the  whole  possible  sphere  of  human  iuvestigatiou; 
and  f urni&hes  all  necessary  contradiction  to  the  theory  that  the  Chnreh 
at  any  time  oontemplated  an  ignorant  ministry.  By  intelligence,  not 
stupidity;  by  knowledge,  not  ignorance,  has  the  Church  from  the  veiy 
beginning  hoped  to  succeed  in  her  mission. 

Tlie  Onjanizaitou  of  the  Forclyn  Ministri/. 

It  is  during  this  Kirtland  period  of  her  history  also  titat  the  Churcli 

raised  her  eyes  and  for  the  first  time  gazed  out  upon  the  world-wide 
sphere  of  her  future  activities.  Until  now  she  had  confined  her  mission* 
and  labors  to  the  United  States  and  Canada.    But  iu!  a  foreign  minis- 
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try  liad  been  on^anised,  a  quoram  of  Twelve  Apostles  and  two  qaornms 

of  Seventy  }iad  been  called  into  (  xistenee  and  ordained.  Was  that 
without  signiftcaneet  Do  ordinations  count  for  nothing,  or  ie  there 
Turtne  in  divine  appointment  7  Undoubtedly  there  is  power  in  ordinances, 
in  divine  appointments:  "Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  was  full  of  the  spirit  of 
wisdom;  for  Moses  had  laid  his  hands  u|)oii  him  and  the  children  of 
Israel  hearkened  unto  him  and  did  as  the  Lord  commanded  Moses.'* 
While  Tiiiiolliy,  the  youiip  Christian  evanjjelist,  was  admonislied  by 
Paul  to  stir  up  the  j^ift  of  Oud  which  was  in  him  by  the  putting'  oji  of 
the  Apostle's  hands.  Since,  then,  there  is  virtue  in  ordiimt inns  of  di- 
vine appointinj^,  it  is  but  to  be  expected  that  tlie  Cliurcli  of  Christ  in 
this  last  dispensation  would  be  influeuAed  by  tlie  appointment  and 
•ruination  of  her  foreign  ministry.  It  waa  bnt  a  proper  sequenee  of 
the  appointment  of  this  ministry  that  Apostles  and  their  assoeiates 
abonld  be  sent  to  England.  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Baiata  was  never  intended  to  be  merely  an  Ameriean  seet  of  religion. 
It  is  a  new  and  the  last  dispensation  of  the  Christian  religion — the  Dis- 
pensation of  the  Fullness  of  Times,  the  dispensation  into  which  will  be 
gathered  all  former  dispensations  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ;  all  keys  of 
•ntbcrrity,  all  powers,  all  gifts,  all  prace^*  essential  to  the  welfare  and 
salvation  of  man — ^all  that  is  essential  to  the  completion  of  the  mission 
eff  the  Christian  relignen.  The  mission  of  the  Church  in  such  a  dispen- 
sation is  peneral  not  local,  world-embracinp:.  Had  it  been  less  than 
one  of  the  world's  trreat  niovements,  Morniouism  had  been  inadequate 

10  the  world's  needs — less  than  sufticient  for  a  world's  redemption. 
There  was  marked,  therefore,  a  mijjhty  bound  f<»r\v  iird  in  tlie  protrress 
of  the  work  when  the  foreij^u  ministry  of  the  Churcli  was  or«;anized, 
and  a  mission  Mi>pointe(l  to  England.  The  work  woulii  have  pt'i  ished 
had  it  not  taken  this  step  forward.    The  Church  had  reached  that  stage 

its  development  when  there  must  be  a  forward  movement.  Things 
4a  iM»t  stand  inert  in  this  world.  Inertia  is  death.  In  progress  only  is 
there  life.  The  thing  that  does  not  grow  dies.  The  very  rocks  increase 
•r  decay.  For  the  time  being  the  elements  on  which  the  Church  lived 
were  exhausted  in  the  land  where  it  came  forth.  The  material  which 
had  been  gathered  into  it  was  passing  through  the  crucible.  There  was 
■aed  of  an  enlargement  of  action,  a  necessity  for  new  elements  being 
hnoght  into  the  body  religious.  That  enlargement  of  action  was  found 
■1  opening  the  British  missian.  The  new  elements  essential  to  the  pre- 
aw f ation  of  the  work  were  found  in  the  English  people;  for  among 
Ibem  were  given  the  evidences  of  the  existence  of  the  spiritual  light 
and  life  which  had  characterized  the  work  at  its  coming  forth:  and  as 
that  mission  hail  l»een  directly  apjujintcd  by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 

11  supplied  the  proofs  that  Uud  waa  still  with  him,  honored  the  author- 
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ity  whieh  had  been  g^ven  him,  and  still  directed  his  moTomenta  in  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Chnroh;  for  it  was  the  |»roinptinff 
of  the  Spirit  of  Gtod  in  the  Prophet,  that  led  to  the  appointment  of  this 
first  forei^  mission.  These  considerations  made  the  opening  of  the 
British  mission  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  Church. 

The  Bestoi  ution  of  the  Key6  lor  the  Gathering  of  IsraeL 

The  work  of  God  was  also  greatly  enlarged  during  thb  Kirtland  pe- 
riod, by  the  appearance  of  Moses  and.Eiias  and  Elijah,  and  bestowing 
upon  the  Prophet  the  keys  of  their  respective  dispensations.  Let  us 

contemplate  the  event.  "Moses  appeared  before  us,"  says  the  Prophet, 
'*  and  committed  uuto  us  tin'  keys  of  the  gathering  of  Israel,  from  the 
four  parts  of  the  earth,  and  the  leading  of  the  ten  tribes  from  the  laud 
of  the  north."  Who,  at  the  time,  comprehended  the  full  import  of 
this  ineidout?  Who  eompn-honds  it  now?  From  the  bopinninpr  of  the 
{jreat  Latter  day  work  men  had  their  attontion  diroeted  to  the  pather- 
inp  of  Israel  and  the  establi-slinient  of  Zioii  and  .lerusalein  as  a  part  of 
the  purposes  of  (Jod  to  be  aecoiuplished  in  the  work.  The  Jinjfel 
Moroni,  on  the  occasion  of  his  first  visit  to  the  Prophet  Joseph,  (juoted 
a  number  of  Old  Testament  scriptures  referrinj?  to  the  Lord's  promises 
concerning  the  redemption  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem;*  also  coucetning 
the  gathering  of  Israel  from  all  the  lands  whither  thoy  bad  been 
driTen.t  Numerous  are  the  prophecies  relating  to  the  return  of 
Israel  from  the  land  of  the  north,  and  other  parts  of  the  earth,  into 
which  they  were  driven  in  the  day  of  their  rebellion  and  apostasy;  t  but 
it  occurred  to  no  one  that  before  these  prophecies  could  be  fnlfilled 
IsraePs  great  prophet,  Hoses,  who  held  the  keys  of  the  dispensation 
pertaining  to  the  gathering  of  Israel,  must  come  and  give  to  men  the 
authority  to  proceed  with  that  work.  The  moment  he  appears,  how- 
ever, and  frives  such  authority  the,  propriety  of  it,  the  fitness  of  it  is 
apparent.  The  appearance  of  Moses  was  also  in  proper  sequence  of 
events  in  the  development  of  the  great  Latter-day  work.  Although,  as 
already  stated,  the  gathering  of  Israel  in  the  last  days  had  been  made 
a  prominent  feature  in  tlie  communication  of  Moroni  to  ihe  Prophet 
Joseph,  and  the  sulijert  also  of  some  other  early  revelations  to  the 
Church, §  not  until  the  foreiurn  ministry  had  been  organized — the  Twelve 
and  the  Seventy — the  quorums  of  Priesthood  on  which  rests  the  re- 

•  See  Mill,  iii:  1-7 

t  Uaiab  xi:  11-16;  also  History  of  the  Church,  vol.  I,  pp.  12,  13. 

t  Following  are  a  few  of  the  most  i»rointaient  of  tliete  propheelee:  Dent,  ezx: 
16;  Iseiabil:  1-4;  Jeremiah  iti,  12-18.  Also  zrt:  4-18;  zziU:  1-8.  and  szst:  7-14. 

ISeeOoe.  it  Gov.  see.  zlv:  15-71,  this  revelation  was  ffiven  iu  1831:  also  Doe.  A 
Cov.  sec.  oxxxiii.  This  is  the  revelation  called  the  appendix  and  was  given  NoTem- 
l>er  3,  1831. 
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upOBsiknKty  to  travel  in  all  the  wofld  and  preach  the  Gospel  and  gather 
Inael — not  until  this  ministry  was  orfi^anized  did  Moses  appear  and 
commit  the  keys  of  the  ^therin^  of  luaal  from  the  four  parts  of  the 
earth.  What  order  is  heref  The  organization  of  the  foreigrn  ministry 
to  go  into  all  the  nations  of  earth,  and  then  the  oominpr  of  Moses  to 
coinniit  the  keys  of  the  tratheriii^''  of  Israel  from  the  tour  parts  of  the 
earth,  and  the  leadintr  of  the  ten  tnbi  s  from  the  !aii<i  of  the  north.  In 
this  incident  as  in  a  thousan<i  others  in  the  ip-vni  wtjrk  of  God  in  the 
last  days,  the  evidence  of  a  divine  wisdom  having?  re^rard  for  the  eternal 
titness  of  things,  for  the  proper  se(|uenee  in  the  order  of  events  in  the 
development  of  the  Lord's  purposes,  is  apparent.  Note,  too,  tiie 
spiritnal  effaet  upon  tlie  Mute  of  the  veatoratioii  4iC  these  keys  of  the 
icatfaering  of  Israel.  Before  the  mission  for  Bngland  under  Elders 
Kimball  and  Hyde  departed*  the  prophet  enjoined  them*  tb  adhere 
strietly  to  the  first  principles  of  the  Gospel,  and  say  nothing  for  the 
promt  in  relation  to  the  gathering;  this,  donbtless  on  aoooont  of  the 
miaeltled  eondition  of  the  Ghnroh  at  the  time.  Similar  instmetions, 
and  for  the  same  reason,  were  fi^iven  to  the  Twelve  Apostles  in  1839 
when  they  went  on  their  mission  to  England.  Bat  the  Saints  eonld 
not  be  kept  in  ijmotaaoe  of  these  matters.  No  sooner  were  the  people 
baptized  than  they  were  seized  with  a  desire  to  gather  with  the  main 
body  of  the  Church.  "I  find  it  is  difficult  to  keep  anythinpr  from  the 
Saints,"  writes  Elder  Tayh>r  in  his  journal  of  this  period,  "for  the 
Spirit  of  God  reveals  it  to  them.  ♦  •  ♦  •  Some  time 
ago  Sister  Mitchell  dreamed  tliat  slie,  her  husband  and  a  number  of 
others  were  on  hoard  a  vessel,  and  tljat  tliere  were  other  vessels,  loaded 
with  Saints,  K"iug  somewhere.  She  felt  very  happy  and  was  rejoiein^r 
in  the  Lord."  Another  sister.  Elder  Taylor  informs  us,  had  a  similar 
dveam,  and  was  informed  that  all  the  Saints  were  goincr.  Neither  of 
thMS  sisters  nor  any  of  the  Saints  at  that  time,  knew  anything  about 
the  pfiaeipla  of  gathering,  yet  all  were  anzions  to  leave  their  homes, 
their  kindred  and  the  associations  of  a  lifetime,  to  join  the  main  body 
of  the  Ghnroh  in  a  distant  land,  the  members  of  which  were  total 
sttangera  to  them.*  The  samespirit  has  rested  npon  the  people  in  every 
natkm  where  the  Ctospel  has  been  reeeived.  There  has  been  little  need 
of  preachin}!:  the  feathering,  the  people  as  a  nde  have  had  to  be  re- 
strained rather  than  eneonraged  in  the  matter  of  gathering  to  Zion  and 
her  stakes. 

The  Spirit  of  Qathering  on  the  Jews, 

Daring  the  last  ten  years  the  world  has  witnessed  a  remarkable 
change  of  spirit  come  over  the  Jewish  raee.  We  hearof  Jewish  aspira- 
tioiis  for  national  emstenee;  for  the  perpetnation  of  the  Jewish  customs 

•  VtH  of  John  Taylor,  p.  W. 
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and  Jewish  ideals.   After  sayinir     lo°?f  **May  we  celebrate  the  next 
Passover  in  Jerusalem,''  the  thought  at  last  seems  to  have  occurred  to 
some  Jewish  minds  that  if  that  expressed  wish  is  ever  realized,  fome 
practical  steps  must  he  taken  lookinsr  to  the  actual  achievement 
of  that  possibility — wiiich  has  given  rise  among  iho  Jews  to  what  is 
called  th»'  "Zioiiite  Movement."    The  keynotes  of  that  movement  are 
heard  in  the  foliowinir  utterances  of  some  of  tin-  leaders  in  e.\i)lunation 
of  it:     "We  want  to  resume  the  broken  threail  of  our  national  exist- 
ence; we  want  to  show  to  the  world  the  moral  strength,  the  intellectual 
power  of  the  Jewish  people.    We  want  a  place  where  tiie  race  cau  be 
ce*^tralized/^*     "It  is  for  these  Jews  [of  Russia,  Roumania  and 
Oalicia]  that  the  name  of  their  oonntry  [Palefltioe]  spells  *Hope.'  I 
should  not  be  a  man  if  I  did  not  realize  that  for  these  perseented  Jews, 
Jerosalem  spells  reason,  justice,  manhood  and  inteirrit7*t  "Jewish 
nationalism  on  a  modem  basis  in  Palestine,  the  old  home  of  the 
people/'!  ''Palestine  needs  a  people*  Israel  needs  a  country.  Give 
the  country  without  a  people,  to  the  people  without  a  coantry.'*i    In  a 
word,  it  is  the  purpose  of  "Zionism"  to  redeem  Palestine,  and  give  it 
back  to  Jewish  control — create,  in  fact,  a  Jewish  state  in  the  land 
promised  to  their  fathers. 

Of  course,  for  hundreds  of  years  there  has  been  talk  of  the  Jews  re- 
turning to  Jerusalem,  and  from  time  to  time  societies  have  been  formed 
to  keep  alive  that  hope,  and  keep  the  Jew's  face  turned  toward  the  chief 
city  and  land  (»f  his  forefathers;  but  little  wasachievetl  by  those  .societies, 
howevi-r.except  to  foster  the  hope  of  Israel's  return  in  the  heart  of  a  widely 
dispersed,  persecuti d  and  discoura^'ed  race,  who  have  waited  long  for 
the  realization  of  the  promises  made  to  their  fathers.  I  say  but  "little" 
was  accomplished  by  the  Tarions  Jewish  societies  ezistinff  before  the 
Zionite  movement  b«tgan  beyond  fostering  the  hope  of  Israel  based  on 
the  predictions  of  their  prophets;  but  that  "little"  was  much.  It  was 
nourishincr  in  secret  and  through  ages  of  darkness  that  spark  of  fire 
which  when  touched  with  the  breath  of  Ood  should  burst  forth  into  a 
fiame  that  not  all  the  world  eould  stay.  They  made  possible  this  lari^r 
movement,  now  attracting  the  attention  of  the  world,  and  known  as 
the  "Zionite  Movement; which,  in  reality,  is  but  the  federation  of  all 
Jewish  societies  which  have  had  for  their  purpose  the  realization  of  the 
hopes  of  scattered  Israel. 

"Zionism"  is  considered  to  have  grown  out  of  the  persecution  of  the 
Jews  during  the  last  eighteen  years  in  such  Fhiropean  countries  as  Rus. 
aia.  Fiance,  Germany,  and  Roumania.    It  held  its  first  general  cou^tr- 

•  Leon  Zt'lu  kofT. 

t  Rabbi  EniilU.  liirsch. 
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enee  in  Angast,  1897,  in  Baale,  Switaerlaad;  and  sinoe  than  has  con- 
tinoed  to  bold  annual  conferences  that  have  ateadily  inereased  both  in 
interest  and  the  number  of  delegataa  reinresentingTariouK  Jewish  aoeie" 
ties,  until  now  it  takes  on  the  appearance  of  one  of  the  world's  erreat 

movements.  It  is  not  so  much  a  relicrious  movtMnent  as  a  racial  one:  for 
prominent  .Tews  of  all  shades  of  both  political  and  relig-ious  opitiions 
have  participated  in  it  under  the  statesmanlike  leadership  of  Doctor 
Herzel  of  Austria.  Not  to  persecution  alone,  however,  is  due  this 
strature  awakening  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Jews  to  return  to  tiie  city 
aii<l  the  hmd  of  their  fathers;  but  to  the  fact  of  the  restoration  of  the 
keys  of  the  gathering  of  Israel  by  Moses  to  the  Prophet  of  the  Dispen- 
sation of  the  Fullness  of  Times.  Under  the  divine  authority  restored 
bj  Moaes,  Joseph  Smith  sent  an  Apostle  of  the  Lord  Jeans  Christ  to 
tlie  land  of  Palestine  to  bless  it  and  dedieate  it  onoe  more  to  the  Lord 
for  the  return  of  flis  people.  This  Apostle  was  Orson  Hyde,  and  be 
pevfonned  hia  mission  in  1840-2.  lu  1872  an  Apostolie  delegation  eon- 
tiistiiiit  tbe  late  Plresidents  Qeorige  A.  Smith  and  Lorenso  Snow  were 
sent  to  Palestine.  The  purpose  of  their  mission,  in  part,  is  thus  stated 
in  President  Tonnf^'s  letter  of  appointment  to  Geor^re  A.  Smith: 
**Wben  yon  get  to  the  land  of  Palestine,  we  wish  you  to  dedieate  and 
consecrate  that  land  to  the  Lord,  that  it  may  be  blessed  with  fruitful- 
ness,  preparatory  to  the  return  of  the  Jews,  in  fulfillment  of  prophecy 
and  the  accomplishment  of  the  purposes  of  our  heavenly  Father."* 

Acting,  then,  under  the  divine  authority  restored  to  earth  by  the 
Prophet  Moses,  this  Apostolic  delegation — as  well  as  the  Apostle  tirst 
sent — from  the  summit  of  Mount  Olivet  blessed  the  land,  and  again  ded- 
icated it  for  the  return  ot  the  Jews.  It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  to 
those  who  look  upon  such  a  movement  as  Zionism  in  connection  with 
faith  is  Ckid's  great  latter-day  work,  to  see  this  spirit  now  mxmng  upon 
the  minds  of  the  Jewish  people  prompting  their  return  to  tbe  land  of 
their  f^itbers.  It  is  but  tbe  breath  of  €k>d  upon  their  souls  turning  their 
hearts  to  tbe  promisee  made  to  tbe  fMbers.  It  is  but  tbe  fulflUment  in 
pert  of  one  of  tbe  many  propbeeies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  relating  to 
tbe  gathering  of  Israel,  viz:  '*It  shall  come  to  pass  that  tbe  Lord  God 
shall  commence  His  work  among  all  nations,  kindreda,  tongues,  and 
people,  to  bring  about  the  restoration  of  His  people  upon  the  earth.'' 
The  spirit  attendant  upon  the  restoration  of  tbe  keys  of  authority  to 
gather  Israel  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth,  and  the  exercise  of 
that  divine  authority,  though  unrecognized  as  yet  by  the  world,  is  the 
real  cause  of  this  movement  Palestine-ward  by  the  Jews. 

£lijah^s  Mission. 

The  week  aeeomplisbed  by  Elijah  in  giving  to  tbe  Prophet  Joseph 
the  paitieular  dispensation  of  the  Priesthood  whiob  should  plant  in  the 
•  Mognfby  of  Laraaie  Saow,  p.  496* 
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hearto  of  the  ohildren  the  pcomises  made  to  the  fathers— lest  the  whoHm 
earthahonld  bo  ottorly  wasted  at  His  coming* — is  atteaded  by  evideneea 

of  virtue  and  power  of  God  no  less  palpable  than  those  which  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  virtue  and  power  of  God  in  the  work  accomplished  by 
Moses  in  g'iving'  to  the  Prophet  the  keys  of  authority  for  the  g-atherinR^ 
of  Israt'l.    The  work  done  l)y  Klijah  was  to  open  the  door  of  salvation 
for  the  dead.    From  that  event  eornes  the  knowledj^e  of  the  principles 
hy  wliich  tlie  savinLT  power  ot  the  (lospel  may  be  applied  to  men  who 
have  died  without  receiving  its  benefits  in  this  life.    From  of  old  men 
had  read  in  the  scriptures  that  Messiah  would  briny  out  the  prisoners 
from  the  prison,  and  them  that  sit  in  darkness  out  of  the  prison  house;  t 
that  in  addition  to  being  given  as  a  restorer  of  the  tribee  of  Jaedb  and 
a  light  to  the  gentilest  the  Meanah  should  have  power  to  say  to  th« 
prisoners,  "Oo  forth;  to  them  that  ait  in  darkneas,  show  yoiirBelTes;*'^ 
"to  proelaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opeoinir  of  the  prison  to 
them  that  are  bonnd.*'2  From  the  beginning  of  Christianity  men  Imd 
read  in  the  New  Testament  how  Jeana  had  onee  mttuwk  for  ains,  the 
just  for  the  nnjnst;  and  how  that  being  put  to  death  in  the  flesh  He 
was  quickened  by  the  Spirit  by  which  He  went  and  preaehed  to  the 
spirits  in  prison  which  were  disobedient  when  the  long  suffering  of  Ood 
waited  in  the  days  of  Noah.ll    Also  they  read  how  for  this  cause  waa 
the  Gospel  preached  to  them  that  are  dead  that  they  mitrht  be  judged  as 
men  are  in  the  Hesh,  but  live  accordinjj  to  God  in  the  spirit;**  also  the 
reasoning  of  Paul  to  the  etTeet  that  if  there  was  no  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  why,  then,  were  the  Saints  ba[)ti/A'd  for  the  dead;tt  also  how  the 
fathers  without  those  of  later  trenerat  ions  cannot  be  made  perfect. ttAll  of 
which  passages,  however,  have  been  regarded  as  among  the  mysteries  of 
the  word  of  Ood,  incomprehensible,  dark.    But  touohed  by  the  Prophet 
Blijah*s  hand,  imparting  to  them  their  tme  import,  how  bright  they  glow 
with  spiritual  light  and  life!  and  what  a  sense  of  laigenesa  and  power 
is  given  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  when  from  this  mission  of  Blijah's 
there  oomes  the  power  to  apply  the  prinoiples  and  ovdinanees  of  salTation 
to  all  the  ohildnni  of  men  (save  the  sons  of  petditiont  and  the^e,  thank 
€k)dl  are  but  few)  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  and  whether  living  or  dead. 
How  the  horizon  of  things  respectingf  the  (xospel  of  Christ  is  pushed 
baek  from  the  walled-in  limits  of  that  pseudo-Christianity  current 
among  men,  by  this  spirit  and  power  of  Elijah  that  has  come  into  the 

*  Church  History  Vol.  I  p.  12,  sito  Mai.  It  :  5,  6. 

t  iBMiah  xlii  :  7. 
X  Ibid.  xUx  :  6-9. 
f  Ibid.  Izl  t  I. 
1 1  Pater  111 :  18-20. 

••Ibid,  iv  :  6. 
tt  1.  Cor.  XV  :  29. 
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woridt  The  €Mst  thtt  meh  a  tipirit  has  oome  into  the  world  ii  snsteined 
by  palpable  eyidmeea*  The  troth  of  my  statement  irill  be  leoognised 
wbeo  I  say  that  within  the  last  fifty  years  there  lias  arisen  throoghout 
the  world  an  increased  spirit  of  interest  &m(mg  men  ooneemingr  their 
aneestors  that  scarcely  stops  this  side  of  the  manrelons.  In  all  lands 
men  are  earnestly  seeking  for  their  genealogies,  and  many  Tolnmes  are 
issued  from  the  press  annually  in  which  the  pe<lipTee8  of  men  of  all 
sorts  and  conditions  are  given.  Some  may  be  said  to  be  possessed  al- 
most of  a  mania,  on  this  subject  so  ardent  are  they  in  seeking  for  a 
knowledere  of  their  fore-fathers,  and  this  all  quite  apart  from  any  dirt'cM 
work  that  is  bt  ing  done  along  the  same  lines  b.y  the  Latter-day  Saints; 
though  the  work  of  the  Saints  in  the  temples  for  their  dead  is  greatly 
helped  by  this  outside  circomstance  to  which  I  call  attention.  Why  ami 
whence  this  spirit  In  the  hearts  of  the  ehildren  whieh  tnrns  the  atten- 
tion of  men  to  the  fMhexs  of  former  generations,  if  it  is  not  a  oonse- 
qoenoe  of  the  fnlflllment  of  Elijah's  predieted  mission  that  before  the 
great  and  dreadf nl  di^  of  the  Lord  should  eome  he  [Elijah]  wonld  be 
sent  to  tnrn  the  heart  of  the  ehUdrsn  to*the  fathers,  and  the  heart  of 
tile  fathers  to  the  ehildrenf * 

Of  the  work  done  by  the  Latter-day  Saints  in  ooosequence  of  the 
rostorstion  of  these  special  keys  of  the  Priesthood  by  the  hand  of  Elijah 
I  need  scarcely  speak.  That  the  spirit  which  came  into  the  world  by 
reason  of  Elijah's  special  dispensation  of  authority  to  Joseph  Smith  is 
working  upon  the  hearts  of  the  Latter-'ljij' Saints  is  evidenced  by  the 
building  of  the  beautiful  temple  at  Nauvoo,  and  by  the  erection  of  the 
world-famed  temple  in  Salt  Lake  City;  also  by  the  erection  of  magnifi- 
cent temples  in  Logan,  Manti  and  St.  George — all  in  Utah.  These  tern 
pies  have  all  been  erected  in  response  to  the  dilTusion  of  that  spirit 
that  attended  upon  Elijah's 'mission ;  and  are  evidences  in  stone  that 
the  Saints  have  partaken  of  that  spirit  which  tarns  the  hearts  of  tin 
ehiMren  to  the  fMhers.  Another  palpable  evidenee  to  the  same  great 
troth  is  seen  in  the  throngs  whieh  dmiy  risit  these  temples  to  perform 
the  ordinanees  of  saltation  for  the  dead;  not  only  baptism  for  the  dead, 
Init  also  the  eonilTmations,^ordinations  and  sealings  by  whieh  the 
ftithofs  shall  be  prepared  for  the  kingdom  of  Qod,  and  all  the  familieK- 
of  men  be  set  in  order,  united  together  by  bonds,  eovenants  and  estab* 
lisbed  relations  that  shall  be  in! harmony  with  that  heatenly  kingdom 
whieh  the  redeemed  of  God  shall  inherit.  The  full  importance  of  thi» 
work — its  height  and  depth — is  not  yet  appreciated  by  the  children  of 
men:  but  so  great  it  is  that  the  period  of  our  Church  History  whieh 
witnesses  its  beginning — even  if  it  were  the  only  achierement— must 
ever  be  regarded  as  an  important  period. 

•  Hal.  4  : 1,  f . 
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Calamitous  Events. 

As  for  the  ealamitoiu  mnts  of  the  Chnreb  dnriiiKtlie  KirtUnd  period, 
what  shall  we  say  of  themt  Are  thej  to  be  aeoonnted  whoUj  d«pJer* 
able,  or  as  part  of  that  ezperienee  of  the  Choreh  whieh  makea  tor  ad- 
vaooementt  Unquestionably  every  ezperienee  is  of  Talae  to  an  isdi- 
▼idnal  or  an  organization.  Some  ezperienees  may  be  and,  and  Meonatsd 
at  the  time  as  disastrous;  bat  are  they  reaMy  sot  The  roi^  wind 
which  shakes  it  helps  the  yonng  and  slow-growitig  oak;  for  by  reaeoa 
of  this  ver>'  shaking  the  tree  takes  firmer  hold  of  the  earth;  wider 
spread  the  roots;  deeper  down  into  the  soil  are  they  thrust,  until  the 
sapliniCi  onoe  so  easily  shaken,  becomes  a  monarch  in  the  forest,  mooks 
the  howHnp  tempest,  UDtil  its  beiplit  and  frame  become  worthy  of  the 
land  and  atmosphere  in  wliicli  it  trrows  a  ^iant  tree.    S<i  may  grow  a 
jjovernnient — civil  or  eeclt  ^-i;l^t ical — so  may  prow  the  '  (lurch,  helped 
by  th(*  adverse  circumstances  wliieli  shake  it  to  the  very  foundations  on 
which  it  rests.    Profilal>le  if  not  sweet  are  the  uses  of  adversity.  As 
the  winter's  wind  when  it  bites  and  blows  upon  man's  body  is  no  flat- 
terer, but  feelingly  persuades  him  what  he  is,  60  the  adverse  circum- 
stanoes  whieh  overtake  an  organisation,  such  as  the  Chnreh  of  Christ, 
may  be  very  profitable  to  it.    Sneh  rebeUions  and  apostasies  aa  oe- 
enrred  in  this  Kirtland  period  of  the  Charsh^s  history  baft  test  and  ex- 
hibit the  strenirth  of  the  f  abrie.   8aoh  eircnmstanees  foree  a  review  of 
the  work  as  far  as  aooomplished.    The  whole  is  re<«zanuned  to  aee 
if  in  it  there  is  any  flaw  or  defect;  if  any  worthless  material  is  beinff 
worked  ito  its  struetnre.   Hence  periods  usnally  considered  oalamitons 
are  accompanied  by  corrections  of  what  may  be  wrong;  and  the  body 
relitri"U'<  is  purified  by  the  expulsion  of  those  whose  rebellion  and  apos- 
tasy but  prove  them  unworthy  of  the  Lord's  work.     Let  me  be  rightly 
understood  here.    I  am  not  contending  that  adverse  circumstances,  re- 
In  llions  and  apostasies  are  in  themselves  jjood.     Whatever  may  be  the 
over  ruled  results  to  the  body  relitrious,  rebellion  and  apostasy  spell 
coixlt-mnution  and  the  destruction  of  spirit  unllife  for  the  imiividuals 
overtaken  by  such  calamities.    But  .'^o  long  as  human  nature  is  what  it  ' 
now  is — weak  and  sinful — just  so  long  as  out  of  that  intractable  ma-  j 
terial  the  Church  of  Christ  has  the  mission  to  prepare  men  tor  the 
Father's  kingdom,  jast  so  lonff  will  there  be  occasional  ealamitons  peri*  | 
ods  in  the  history  of  the.Chorch  sneh  as  was  the  year  1837  at  Kirtland.  , 
Bot  what  after  all  are  saoh  periods  bat  times  of  pnrifioation,  of  deana-  ' 
ingf    Daring  the  previons  years  of  saccess  in  the  ministry,  there  had 
been  gathered  into  the  Chnreh  all  classes  of  men.    As  in  former  dis- 
pensations of  the  <}ospel,  so  in  this  last  dispensation;  the  kingdom  of  I 
heaven  is  like  unto  a  net  cast  into  the  sea,  that  gathers  of  every  kind 
of  fish;  and  when  it  is  fuU,  they  draw  it  to  shore,  and  sit  down,  and 
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feather  the  good  into  Tesaeli,  and  east  the  bad  awaj.  The  fint  step  m 
^hm  proeeas  of  eorreetiDg  haman  nature  ia  to  disoover  its  detoets.  It 
maj  not  always  follow  that  when  the  defects  are  made  known  they  will 
be  eorrected.   Bnt  it  is  true  that  no  corrt  ction  will  be  made  nntil  the 
neeeaaity  of  correction  is  manifeet.  until  the  defeets  are  pointed  out. 
Hence  Qod  has  said:   "If  men  will  come  unto  me,  I  will  show  unto 
them  their  weaknesses."    But,  unhappily,  it  sometiraes  is  the  case  tliat 
raen  resist  God,  they  love  their  sins,  they  become  hardened  In  their  in- 
iquity, they  resist  the  Spirit,  and  prove  themselves  unworthy  of  the 
Father's  kingdom.    What  then  .'    Shall  tiiey  pollute  that  kiu«;dom.  or 
shall  they  be  east  out  as  material  unfitted  for  the  Master's  use,  and  of 
their  own  volition  choose  to  remain  sof     There  can  be  but  one  reason- 
able answer  to  the  question.     They  refuse  to  go  peaceably,  however. 
They  are  boisterous,  they  accuse  the  innocent,  they  justify  their  own 
eoime^  they  seek  to  wieek  the  Chnreh,  to  brbff  to  pass  chaos;  and  in 
the  midst  of  this  disoider  they  are  cast  out;  and  although  this  may  not 
ehraja  end  their  power  to  work  mischief,  or  ereate  annoyance  for  the 
body-TeUgiona— for  the  power  to  work  evil  is  still  with  them— yet  the 
Ghurah  is  rid  of  them,  and  in  no  way  can  be  regarded  as  responsible 
<or  thenr  wiekedness.  It  is  our  custom  to  enumerate  such  scenes  sr 
among  the  calamitous  events  of  the  Church ;  and  they  are  so,  in  some 
aspects  of  the  ease.   As  already  remarked  it  is  a  calamitous  time  for 
those  who  are  cast  out,  for  they  are  overcome  of  the  evil  one;  and  as 
the  heavens  wept  when  the  Son  of  the  Morning  and  his  following  were 
cast  out  of  heaven,  so  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  Saints  will  bo  sad. 
and  sorrow  over  those  who  are  overcome  of  the  adversary.     Hut  for 
the  Church  herself  it  is  well  that  t!ii.s  intractabh'  Timtfrial  is  gotten  rid 
of;  that  the  b»>dy  religious  's  purged  of  those  wIkm  mii  nnly  In-  a  souree 
of  weakness  and  of  shame  to  her.    She  is  helped  l)y  tlie  event;  j)uri- 
fied  by  it;  strengthened;  made  more  acceptable  with  God  and  ph  asing 
to  reasonable  men.  It  ia  only  in  %  modified  sense,  then,  that  this  latter 
pvt  of  the  Kirtland  period  of  the  (%urBh*s  history  can  be  regarded  as 
a  calamitooa  time.  There  is  more  adversity  yet  to  follow  in  the  ezper- 
ienee  of  the  Saints;  much  distress  and  many  sore  trials;  and  so  shall 
there  continue  to  be  such  times  of  trial  as  long  as  the  Church  remains 
the  Chnroh  militant.  Not  until  she  becomes  the  Choreh  triumphant, 
and  is  gleriBed  by  the  presence  of  her  Great  Head,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  can  the  Saints  hope  for  an  absolute  discontinuance  of  the  oe- 
earional  recurrence  of  what  are  generally  considered  trying  or  calami 
tons  events. 
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THS  TBAB  UGHTXEN  HUNDBED  AND  THIBTT-TOtTB— AFFAIB8 

IN  ZION  AND  SIBTLAND. 

Jmnnary  i ,  ldS4, — ^The  scattered  Saints  in  Missonri  com- 
menced lie  year  eitrhteen  htindFed  and  thuty-  . 

•  -1  1-11         111-        Condition  of 

TOnr,  with  a  rontereuce,  which  thoy  h«^la  in  theSaintain 
Clay  county,  on  tho  first  day  of  January,  at 
which  Bishop  Partridge  presided.  After  transacting  much 
business  relative  to  comforting  and  strengthening  the 
scattered  members  of  the  Chnrch,  it  was 

Besolted^  That  Lyman  Wight  and  Parley  1*.  Pratt  be  tent  as  special 
messengera,  to  represent  the  situation  of  the  aoattered  brethren  in 
mMOQii,  to  the  Plraiideiiey  and  Chnxeh  in  Kirtlmd,  «nd  ask  their  ad- 

1  VelSZ 
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On  the  eveniDg  of  the  ^^d  of  January,  a  Bishop's  court 

a8sembled  lQ.Kirliland  to  investigate  tiie  case 

catim.  of^Tes-  of  Wefl^y.  uurlbnrt,  against  whom  ehaiges 
i«7   or  art.  j  preferred  by  Harriet  Howe  and  others 

to  tho  offect  '/liijit-  Hui'lhui  t  had  doiii»Ml  the  faith,  spoken 
reproachtnljy  of  the  Chiireii,  did  not  helit^ve  Joseph  was 
a  true  i^i'»^])} let,"  etc.  Hurlburt  was  in  the  place,  V)ut  did 
not  ^j^peilr  before  the  court,  consequently  was  cut  off. 

Tbef-fhreats  of  the  mob  about  Kirtiand  through  the  fall 
•.i^  Threats  ^^^d  wiutor  had  been  such  as  to  cause  the 
•:.at.sirtiaiid.  brethren  to  be  constantly  on  the  lookout,  and 
those  who  labored  on  the  temple  were  engaged  at  night 
watchini?  to  protect  the  walls  they  had  laid  during  the 
day,  from  threatened  violence.  On  th(^  morning  of  the 
8th  of  January,  altout  1  o'clock,  the  inhahitants  of  Kirt- 
land  were  alarmed  l)y  tlie  tiring  of  about  thirteen  rounds 
of  cannon,  by  the  mob,  ou  the  hill  about  half  a  mile 
northwest  of  the  village.* 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th  of  January,  Joseph  Smith, 
A  Pr»  er       Juu.,  Frcdcrick  G.  Williams,  Newel  K.  Whit- 

pr»>er.  ^^^^  Johu  Johusou,  OUvcr  Oowdery,  and 
Orson  Hyde  united  in  prayer,  and  asked  the  Lord  to  grant 
the  following  petitions: 

1.  — That  the  Lord  would  grant  that  our  lives  might  be 
precious  in  His  sight;  tliat  He  would  watch  over  our  per- 
sons, and  give  His  angels  charge  concerning  us  and  our 
families,  tiiat  no  evil  nor  unseen  hand  might  be  permitted 
to  harm  us. 

2.  — ^That  the  Lord  would  also  hold  the  lives  of  all  the 
United  Order  as  sacred,  and  not  suffer  that  any  of  them 
should  be  taken. 

•  Of  IhMe  imjB  In  KIrtlMd  Eldmr  Heber  O.  Kimbidl  In  hit  Jonnd  mys:  <«Th« 

Church  was  in  a  state  of  povfrty  and  distress,  In  consequence  of  wliirli  it  uppearad 
almost  impossible  that  the  cotnniandments  could  be  fulfilled  [n'httive  to  the  Kfrt* 
land  TempleJ ;  at  the  same  time  our  enemies  were  raging  and  threateuiug  destruo- 
«loB  upon  uBf  and  w«  had  to  guard  ovfaelTea  night  after  night,  and  for  weeka  wera 
not  permitted  to  take  oft  our  clothes,  and  were  obliged  to  lay  with  our  flre4oeka  In 
our  amia/' — Timt$  and  Heatontf  roL  tI,  p.  771. 
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3.  — ^That  the  Lortl  would  grant  that  Brother  Joseph 
might  prevail  over  his  euemy,  even  Dr.  Hurlburt,  who 
has  threatened  his  life,  whom  Joseph  has  caused  to  be 
taken  with  a  precept;  that  the  Lord  would  fill  the 
heart  of  the  court  with  a  spirit  to  do  justice,  and  cause 
that  the  law  of  the  land  may  be  magnified  in  bringing 
Hnrlburt  to  jnstice. 

4.  — That  the  Lord,  in  the  order  of  His  providence, 
would  provide  the  Bishop  of  tiiis  Church  [at  Kirtland] 
with  means  sufficient  to  discharge  every  debt,  in  due  sea- 
son, that  the  Order  owes,  that  the  Church  may  not  be 
brought  into  disrepute,  and  the  Saints  be  afiiicted  by  the 
hands  of  their  enemies. 

5.  — ^That  the  Lord  would  protect  our  printing  press 
from  the  hands  of  evil  men,  and  give  ns  means  to  send 
forth  His  recordt  His  Qospel,  that  the  ears  of  all 
may  hear  it;  and  also  that  we  may  pruit  His  Scriptures; 
and  also  that  He  would  give  those  who  were  appointed  to 
conduct  the  press,  wisdom  sufficient  that  the  cause  may 
not  be  hindered,  but  that  men's  eyes  may  thereby  be 
opened  to  see  the  tmth. 

6.  — That  the  Lord  would  deliver  Zion,  and  gather  in 
His  scattered  people  to  possess  it  in  peace;  and  also, 
while  in  their  dispersion,  that  He  would  provide  for  them 
that  they  perish  not  from  hunger  or  cold;  and  finally,  that 
God,  in  the  name  of  Jesos,  would  ga&er  His  elect  speedi- 
ly, and  imveil  His  face,  that  His  Saints  might  behold  His 
glory,  and  dwell  with  Ilim.  Amen. 

As  soon  as  the  Goveraor  of  Missouri  intimated,  or  the 
news  began  to  circulate,  that  the  ''Mormons"  Efforts otsec- 
(as  the  people  called  the  members  of  the  Against  Res- 
Clui rch ) ,  would  be  restored  to  their  possessions  eSm  °  °^ 
in  Jaokson  county  (if  they  desired  to  be),  the  priests  of 
all  denominations,  as  Ihe  men  behind  the  scene,  with  the 
mob,  began  to  set  their  springs  in  motion,  and  by  their 
secret  eouncils,  and  false  publications  and  insinuations, 
soured  the  public  mind,  and  prevented  the  administratioii 
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of  the  laws,  so  that  anything  like  a  letora  to  their  houses 
and  landSi  or  recovery  of  damages  for  losses  sustained, 
seemed  as  distant  as  the  day  of  judgment.  The  powers 
of  wickedness  and  darkness  walked  hand  in  hand  to- 
gether, and  the  Saints  mourned. 

January  16. — I  visited  Brother  Jenkins  Salisbury,  and 
spent  the  night.  O  Lord!  keep  us  and  my  family  safe, 
until  I  return  unto  them;  O  my  God,  have  mercy  on  my 
brethren  in  Zion,  for  Christ's  sake.  Amen. 

Janua/ry22, — The  Presidency  of  the  High  Priesthood 
wrote  from  Kirtland  to  the  brethren  in  Christ  Jesos, 
scattered  from  Zlon— scattered  abroad  from  the  land  of 
their  inheritance: 

TBI  UiDBBS  OF  TBI  OHUBOH  W  XnOZtAllDt  TO  THm 

BBBTHBBff  ABBOAl).* 

Dear  Brethren  in  Christy  and  Companions  in  IVibulatton: 

When  we  call  to  remembrance  the  ties  with  which  we  are  bonnd 

to  those  who  embrace  the  everlastiDg  covouuit,  and  the  fellowship 

and  lovo  with  which  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  our  Lord's  kingr- 
dom  should  be  united,  we  cherish  a  belief  that  you  will  bear  with 
us,  when  we  take  this  course  to  communicate  to  you  some  of  the  many 
thoughts  whicli  occupy  our  minds,  and  press  with  continued  wei^T^ht 
upon  our  hearts,  as  we  reflect  upon  the  vast  importance  and  responsi- 

*  T>M'  use  of  "abroad"  herr  <1<)o<)  not  have  reference  to  forel(a  land**  ImtaMiM 
those  who  were  aosttered  from  their  homes  la  MiMoari. 

This  eouBraaiMtloa  <rf  tha  Bldm  of  «Im  OlniNh  ■*  KtaiOiBd*  to  Ifaotr  bwlhiia 
■eittiwd  •bmiAt  does  not  0|»p6«r  to  Mm  ffistovy  of  1h»  FwvpiMk,  hot  to  ftmad  to 

the  Eveninff  anrl  Morning  Star,  Vol.  II,  Nos.  17,  18.  19.  The  doctiment  is  evi- 
dently dictated  by  the  Prophet  and  is  of  such  doctrinal  importance  that  it  is 
thought  propor  to  give  it  place  in  the  body  of  the  Church  Uiatory.  It  treats  of  the 
orifto  of  tow,  hiunui  ud  dlvtoo,  and  maa't  fotottona  tooroto;  ttio  antiqottf  of  ttio 

Ck)Hpel;  the  virtue  of  the  atoiifnu-nt  of  Christ;  the  importance  of  men  in  this 
age  bi'inp  in  communication  with  (lod  throu^rh  the  nieHnn  of  revelation;  the  bitter- 
ness and  fate  of  apostates.    The  document  is  a  complete  refutation  of  the  charges 

of  bad  BuMiTaa  bahtod  tha  eondoot  Of  tho  Satoto.  Momaii,!  b«lIaTa,«aB  nadthto 
document  and  then  baliovo  that  thoao  who  toanad  It  wara  avfl  dtopoaad  imb  bant  m 

deceiving  mankind. 

The  late  President  Daniel  H.  Wells  was  wont  to  say  that  some  time  previous  to 
bla  joining  tiia  Obnreb  ba  waa  aatiaflad  that  Joaaph  Bmlto  waa  aa  toapind  man 
because  of  hia  intuitive  lawiriadga  of  tba  fandamantal  prtoelplea  of  law— a  riew 
that  will  be  rontirmed  by  a  pcninal  of  the  pafta  of  tlUa  oommiiotoatioa  wblota  daal 
with  the  origin,  force,  and  relations  of  tow. 
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bOily  Off  your  oalUiigt,  in  the  nfflit  of  the  MMtor  of  the  ▼in^sraid. 
And  though  our  eommnnioationa  to  jonmaj  be  frequent,  yet  we 
believe  they  irill  be  reodred  on  your  pMt  with  brotherly  feelingti 
and  that  Cromnsyoor  unworthy  brethren,  yon  will  sailer  n  wordol 
exhortation  to  hnve  place  in  your  hearts,  as  you  see  the  great  eitent 
of  the  power  and  dominion  of  the  prince  of  darkness,  and  realise 
how  yast  the  numbers  are  who  are  orowding:  the  road  to  death  with- 
out ever  giving  heed  to  the  cheering  aonnd  of  the  Qoepei  of  onr 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Consider  for  a  moment,  brethren,  the  fulfillment  of  the  words  of 
the  prophet;  for  we  behold  that  darkness  covers  the  earth,  and 
gross  darkness  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  thereof — that  crimes  of 
every  description  are  increasing:  among  men — vices  of  great  enor- 
mity are  practiced — the  rising  generetion  growing  up  in  the  fullness 
of  pride  and  arrogance — the  aged  losing  every  senee  of  oonviotion, 
and  teemingly  banishing  every  thought  of  a  day  of  retribotion — 
intennpenuMo,  immorality,  eztravaganoe,  pride,  blindness  of  heart, 
idolatiy,  the  loss  of  natural  afleetion;  the  love  of  thu  world,  and 
indifference  toward  the  things  of  eternity  increasing  among  those 
who  profess  a  belief  in  the  religion  of  heaven,  andinfldefily  spreadmg 
itself  in  consequenoe  of  the  same — men  givinir  themselves  up  to 
commit  acts  of  the  foulest  kind,  and  deeds  of  the  blaekest  dye, 
blaspheming,  defrauding,  blasting  the  reputation  of  neighbors,  steal- 
ing, robbing,  murdering;  advocating  error  and  opposing  the  truth, 
forsaking  the  covenant  of  heaven,  and  denying  the  faith  of  Jesus — 
and  in  the  midst  of  all  this,  the  day  of  the  Lord  fast  approaching 
when  none  except  those  who  have  won  the  wedding  garment  will  be 
permitted  to  eat  and  drink  in  the  presence  of  the  Bridegroom,  the 
Prince  of  Peace! 

Impressed  with  the  truth  of  these  facts  what  can  be  the  feelings 
of  those  who  have  been  partakers  of  the  heavenly  gift  and  have 
tasted  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  comet 
Who  but  thoee  thai  can  see  the  awful  precipice  upon  which  the  world 
of  mankind  stands  in  this  generation,  can  labor  in  the  vineyard  of 
the  Lord  without  feeling  a  sense  of  the  world's  deplorable  situationt 
Who  but  those  who  have  duly  considered  the  condcMonsion  of  the 
Father  of  our  spirits,  in  providing  a  sacrilloe  for  His  crsatnres,  a 
plan  of  redemption,  a  power  of  atonement,  a  scheme  of  salvation, 
hanng  an  its  great  objects,  the  bringing  of  men  back  into  the  prea- 
•nee  of  the  King  of  heaven,  crowning  them  in  the  celeetial  glory, 
and  making  them  heirs  with  the  Son  to  that  inheritaace  which  is 
incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  which  fadeth  not  awaj' — who  but  such 
can  realise  the  importance  of  a  perfect  walk  before  all  men,  and  a 
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dilidfence  in  calling  upon  all  men  to  partake  of  these  bleasmgaff 
Hofw  indeeeribably  glorious  are  theie  things  to  nankuid!  Of  m 
tniththey  maj  be  eoDsidered  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  people;  and 
tidings,  too,  that  oogfat  to  fill  the  earth  and  oheer  the  hearts  of  eray 
one  when  sounded  in  his  ears.  The  leAeotion  that  ereryone  is  t» 
teeeive  aeeording  to  his  own  diligenee  and  perse^eranee  while  in  tlw 
Tineyaid,  ought  to  inspire  everyone  who  is  called  to  be  a  minister  of 
these  elad  tidings,  to  so  improve  his  talent  that  he  maj  gain 
other  talents,  that  when  the  Master  sits  down  to  take  an  aeooant  of 
the  conduct  of  His  servants,  it  may  be  said,  Well  done,  fjood  and 
faithful  servant:  thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  thiugrs;  I  will 
now  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things:  enter  thou  into  the  joy 
of  thy  Lord. 

Some  niaj'  pretend  to  say  that  the  world  in  this  aj^e  is  fast  increasing 
in  rip^hteousness;  that  the  dark  agres  of  superstition  and  blindness 
have  passed,  when  tlie  faith  of  Christ  was  known  and  held  only  by 
a  few,  when  ecclesiastic  power  had  an  almost  universal  control  over 
Christendom,  and  the  consciences  of  men  were  bound  by  the  strong 
ehains  of  priestly  power:  but  now,  the  gloomy  eload  is  burst,  and 
the  Qospel  is  shining  with  all  the  resplendent  glory  of  an  i^ostolio 
dsy;  and  that  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah  is  greatly  spreading* 
that  the  Qospel  of  our  Lord  is  carried  to  divers  nations  of  the  earthy 
the  Seriptores  trsndating  into  different  tongues;  the  ministers  of 
troth  crossing  the  vast  deep  to  proclaim  to  men  in  darkness  a  risen 
Savior,  and  to  erect  the  standard  of  Emanuel  where  light  has  never 
shone;  and  that  the  idol  is  destroyed,  the  temple  of  ima^^s  forsaken; 
and  those  who  but  a  short  time  previous  followed  the  traditions  of  their 
fathers  and  sacrificed  their  own  flesh  to  appease  the  wrath  of  some 
imagiiiarj-  ji:<)d,  are  now  raising  their  voices  in  the  worship  of  the  Most 
High,  and  are  lifting:  their  thoughts  up  to  Him  witii  the  full  expectation 
that  one  day  they  will  meet  with  a  joyful  reception  in  His  everlasting 
kingdom ! 

But  a  moment's  candid  reflection  upon  the  principles  of  these 
ssrstems,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  conducted,  the  individuals  em- 
ployed, the  apparent  object  held  oat  as  an  hidneement  lo  cause  them  to 
aet,  we  think,  is  sufficient  for  every  candid  man  to  draw  a  eonehision  in 
his  own  mind  whether  this  is  the  order  of  heaven  or  not  We  deem  it 
a  just  principle,  and  it  is  one  the  force  of  which  we  believe  ought  to 
be  dnly  considered  by  every  individual,  that  all  men  are  created  eqnalt 
and  that  all  have  the  privilege  of  thinking  for  themselves  upon  all 
matters  relative  to  conscience.  Conseguently,  then,  we  are  not  disposed, 
had  we  the  power,  to  deprive  any  one  of  exercising  that  free  independ- 
ence of  mind  which  heaven  has  so  svaciously  bestowed  upon  the  human 
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family  as  one  of  its  choicest  f?ift.s;  but  we  take  the  liberty  (and  this  we 
have  a  right  to  do)  of  lookiu^:  at*  this  order  of  things  a  few  momentB, 
and  ooBtnwting  it  with  the  oidar  of  Qod  as  we  find  it  in  the  saered 
.  8eri|itiiiee.  In  this  review,  however,  we  ahall  present  the  points  as  we 
•ott^der  they  were  really  desijniod  by  the  great  GKver  to  be  nnderstood, 
and  the  happy  result  arising  from  a  peiformaaoe  of  the  requirements 
of  heaven  as  revealed  to  every  one  who  obeys  them;  and  the  eonse- 
qnence  attending  a  fttlse  eonstmotion,  a  misrepresentation,  or  a  foroed 
meaning  that  was  never  designed  in  the  mind  of  the  Lord  when  He 
condescended  to  speak  from  the  heavens  to  men  for  their  salvation. 

Previous  to  entering  npon  a  snhject  of  so  great  moment  to  the 
human  family  there  is  a  prominent  item  which  suj^ffests  itself  to  our 
minds,  which,  here,  in  few  words,  we  wish  to  discuss:  All  re^jularly  or- 
ganized and  well  established  ffovernments  have  certain  laws  by  which, 
more  or  less,  the  innocent  are  protected  and  the  ^'uilty  punished.  The 
fact  admitted,  that  certain  laws  are  j^ood,  ctinitahie  and  just,  ought  to 
be  binding  upon  the  individual  who  admits  this,  and  lead  him  to  observe 
in  the  strictest  manner  an  obedience  to  those  laws.  These  laws  when 
Tiolated,  or  broken  by  the  individual,  must,  in  justice,  convict  his  mind 
with  a  double  force,  if  possible,  of  the  extent  and  magnitnde  of  his 
erimei  beeanse  he  eonM  have  no  plea  of  ignorance  to  produce;  and  his 
act  of  transgression  was  openly  committed  against  light  and  knowledgo. 
Bttt  the  individual  who  may  be  ignorant  and  imperceptibly  transgresses 
or  violates  laws,  though  the  voice  of  the  country  requires  that  he  should 
suffer,  yet  he  will  never  feel  that  remorse  of  conscience  that  the  other 
will,  and  that  keen,  cutting  reflection  will  never  rise  in  his  breast  that 
otherwise  would,  liad  he  done  the  deed,  or  committed  the  offense  in  toll 
conviction  that  he  was  breaking  the  law  of  his  country,  and  having 
pre\iously  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  just.  It  is  not  our  intention 
by  these  remarks,  to  attempt  to  place  the  law  of  man  on  a  parallel  with 
the  law  of  heaven;  because  we  do  not  consider  that  it  is  formed  in  the 
same  wisdom  and  propriety;  neither  do  we  consider  that  it  is  sufficient 
in  itself  to  bestow  anything  on  man  in  comparison  with  the  law  of 
heaven,  even  should  it  prouuse  it.  The  laws  of  men  may  guarantee  to 
a  people  protection  in  the  honorable  pursuits  of  this  life,  and  the  tem- 
pond  happiness  ariaing  tnm  a  protection  against  unjust  insults  and 
injuries;  and  when  this  is  said,  all  is  said,  that  can  be  in  truth,  of  the 
power,  eztMfflt,  and  inflnence  of  the  laws  of  men,  exclusive  of  the  law  of 
God.  The  law  of  heaven  is  presented  to  man,  and  as  such  guannteesto 
all  who  ob^  it  a  reward  tar  b^nd  any  earthly  consideration;  though 
it  doee  not  promise  that  the  believer  in  every  age  should  be  exempt 
from  the  afliotions  and  troubles  arising  from  different  sources  in  con- 
seqneneeof  the  acts  of  wicked  men  on  earth.  Still  in  the  midst  of  all  this 
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there  is  ft  promue  predicated  upon  the  fiot  that  it  is  the  law  of  Imsvbii, 
whieh  transcends  the  law  of  man,  as  far  as  eternal  life  the  temporal; 
and  as  the  bleastiigs  which  God  is  able  to  give,  are  jirreater  than  those 
which  can  be  given  by  man.  Then,  certainly,  if  the  law  of  man  is 
binding  apon  man  when  aeknowledtred,  how  much  more  must  the  law 
of  heaven  be!  And  as  much  as  the  law  of  heaven  is  more  perf«*ot 
than  the  law  of  man,  so  much  greater  must  be  the  reward  if  obt  yt  ti. 
The  law  of  man  promises  safety  in  temporal  life;  but  the  law  of  God 
promises  that  life  which  is  eternal,  even  an  inheritance  at  God^s  own 
right  hand,  secure  from  all  the  powers  of  the  wicked  one. 

We  consider  that  God  has  created  man  with  a  mind  capable  of  in- 
ftraotion,  and  a  faculty  which  may  be  enlaiged  ia  proportUm  to  the 
heed  aod  diligence  given  to  the  light  oomiBiiiuoated  froiD  hea;veii  to  the 
inteUeet;  and  that  the  neaier  man  approaehes  perftootion,  the  eleaier 
are  his  viewsi  and  the  greater  his  eigoyments,  till  he  has  ovevoome  tbe 
evils  of  his  lite  and  lost  every  desire  for  sin;  and  like  the  aneientay 
arrives  at  that  point  of  faith  where  he  is  wrapped  in  the  power  and  i^ry 
of  his  Maker,  and  is  caught  up  to  dwell  with  Him.  But  we  oonsider 
that  this  ik  a  station  to  which  no  man  ever  arrived  in  a  moment :  he 
most  have  been  instmcted  in  the  government  and  laws  ol  that  kingdom 
by  proper  degrees,  until  his  mind  is  capable  in  some  measnre  of  com- 
prehending the  propriety,  justice,  equality,  and  consistency  of  the 
same.  For  further  instruction  we  refer  you  to  Deut.  xxxii,  where  the 
Lord  says,  that  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  His  inheritance.  He  found  him  in 
a  desert  land,  and  in  the  waste,  howling  wilderness;  He  led  him  about. 
He  instructed  him.  He  kept  him  as  the  apple  of  His  eye,  etc.;  whieh 
will  show  the  force  of  the  last  item  advanced,  that  it  is  necessary  for 
men  to  receive  an  understanding  concerning  the  laws  of  the  heavenly 
kingdom,  before  th^are  permitted  to  enter  it:  we  mean  the  eelesttal 
gloiy.  So  dissimilar  are  the  governments  of  men,  and  so  divers  are 
their  laws,  from  the  government  and  laws  of  heaven,  that  a  man,  for 
instanoe,  hearing  that  there  was  a  oountry  on  this  globe  called  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  eonld  take  his  journey  to  this  place 
without  first  learning  the  laws  of  government}  but  the  oonditions  of 
God*s  kingdom  are  such,  that  all  who  are  made  partakers  of  that  gloiy, 
are  under  the  necessity  of  learning  something  respecting  it  previous 
to  their  entering  into  it.  But  the  foreigner  can  eome  to  this  country 
without  knowing  a  se  llable  of  its  laws,  or  even  subscribing  to  obey 
them  after  he  arrives.  Why?  Because  the  government  of  the  United 
States  does  not  require  it:  it  only  re(juires  an  obedience  to  its  laws 
after  the  individual  has  arrived  within  its  jurisdiction. 

As  we  previously  remarkt'd,  we  do  not  attempt  to  place  the  law  of 
man  on  a  parallel  with  the  law  of  heaven;  but  we  will  bring  forward 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTOBT  OF  THB  OHUBOH. 


9 


another  item,  to  furtber  urge  the  propriety  of  yielding  obedienee  to  thd 
law  oC  faeaveiit  after  the  feet  is  admitted,  that  the  laws  of  man  are 
iMBdioff  upon  man.  Were  a  king  to  extend  his  dominion  over  the 
habitable  earth,  and  send  forth  his  laws  iriiieh  were  of  the  most  pevfeet 
kind,  and  oommand  his  snbjeets  one  and  all  to  yield  obedienoe  to  the 
same,  and  add  as  a  reward  to  those  who  obeyed  them,  that  at  a  eertain 
period  they  should  be  called  to  attend  the  marriage  of  his  son,  who  in 
due  time  was  to  reoeive  the  kingdom,  and  they  should  be  made  equal 
with  him  in  the  same;  and  fix  as  a  penalty  for  disobedience  that  every 
individual  guilty  of  it  should  be  cast  out  at  the  marriage  feast,  and  have 
no  part  nor  portion  with  his  government,  what  rational  mind  could  for 
a  moment  accuse  the  king  with  injustice  for  punisliiuj^'  such  rebellious 
subjects?  In  the  first  place  his  laws  were  just,  easy  to  be  complied 
with,  and  perfect:  nothinpr  of  a  tyrannical  nature  was  recjuired  of 
them;  but  the  very  construction  of  the  laws  was  equity  and  beauty; 
and  when  obeyed  would  produce  the  happiest  condition  possible  to  all 
who  adhered  to  them,  beside  the  last  great  benefit  of  sitting  down  with 
a  royal  lohe  in  the  prssenee  of  the  Mag  at  the  great,  grand  marriage 
sapper  of  his  son,  and  be  made  egnal  with  him  in  all  the  allsirs  of  the 
fciogdom* 

When  these  royal  laws  were  issued,  and  promulgated  throughout 
the  Test  dominion,  eveiy  subjeet,  when  interrogated  whether  he  betieved 
them  to  be  from  his  soYereign  or  not,  answered,  Tes;  I  know  they 
are,  I  am  aeqnainted  with  the  signature,  for  it  is  as  usual.  Ihu8 
aaith  the  King!  This  admitted,  the  subject  is  bound  by  every 
eoasideration  of  honor  to  his  country,  his  king,  and  his  own  personal 
character,  to  observe  in  the  strictest  sense  every  requisition  in  the  roya 
edict.  Should  any  escape  the  search  of  the  ambassadors  of  the  king, 
ami  never  hear  these  last  laws,  giving  his  subjects  such  exalted  privi- 
leges, an  excuse  n)ight  be  urged  in  their  behalf,  and  they  escape  the 
censur«'  of  the  kinjjr.  But  for  those  who  hiui  heard,  who  had  admitted, 
ami  who  had  promised  obedience  to  these  just  laws  no  excuse  could  be 
urged,  and  when  brought  into  the  presence  of  the  king,  certainly, 
justice  would  require  that  they  should  suffer  a  penalty.  Could  that 
king  be  just  in  admitting  these  rebellious  indi^uals  into  the  full 
eojoyment  and  privileges  with  his  son,  and  those  who  had  been  obedi- 
ent to  his  eommaadmentst  Certainly  not.  Beeause  they  disregarded 
the  ▼oiee  of  their  lawful  king;  they  had  no  regard  for  his  virtuons 
laws,  for  his  dignity,  nor  for  the  honor  of  his  name;  neither  for  the 
honor  of  their  eonntry,  nor  their  private  Tirtue.  They  regarded  not  his 
authority  enough  to  obey  him,  neither  did  they  regard  the  immediate 
advantages  and  blessingii  arising  from  these  laws  if  kept,  so  destitute 
were  they  of  virtue  and  goodness;  and  above  all,  they  regarded  so 
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littlo  the  joy  and  satisfaction  of  a  \egii]  st-at  in  the  presence  of  the  kiujir's 
only  son,  and  to  be  made  eqxi-dl  with  him  iu  all  the  blessing,  honors, 
oomforts,  and  felicities  of  his  kin^om,  that  they  turned  away  from  a 
(Muticipatiou  in  them,  and  oonsidered  that  thoy  were  beneath  their  pres- 
ent notice,  though  they  had  no  donbt  aa  to  the  real  anthentidty  of  the 
royal  ediet. 

We  ask,  again,  would  the  king  be  jnst  in  admitting:  these  rebeb  to 
all  the  privileges  of  his  kingdom,  with  those  who  had*  served  him  with 
the  strietest  integrilyf  We  again  answer,  No.  Snch  individuals  would 

be  dan<roroa8  characters  in  any  government:  good  and  wholesome  laws 
they  despise;  jost  and  perfect  principles  they  trample  under  their  feet 
as  somothinfj:  beneath  their  notice;  and  the  commands  of  their  sover- 
ei{rn  which  they  had  once  aclcnowledj^red  to  be  equitable  they  entirely 
disrejrard.  How  could  a  government  l»e  conducted  with  hannony  if 
its  administrators  were  possessed  with  such  different  dispositions  and 
different  principles?  Could  it  prosper?  Could  it  flourish?  Would 
harmony  prevail?  Would  order  be  established,  and  could  justice  be 
executed  in  rif^hteousness  in  all  branches  of  its  ilepartments?  No!  In 
it  were  two  classes  of  men  as  dissimilar  as  light  and  darkness,  virtue 
and  vice,  justice  and  injustice,  truth  and  falsehood,  holiness  and  sin. 
One  elass  were  perfectly  harmless  and  virtuous:  they  knew  what  virtue 
was  for  they  had  lived  in  the  fullest  enjoyment  of  it,  and  their  fidelity 
to  truth  had  been  faurly  tested  by  a  series  of  years  of  faithful  obedience 
to  all  its  heavenly  preoepts.  They  knew  what  good  order  was.  for  they 
had  been  orderly  and  obedient  to  the  laws  imposed  on  them  by  their 
wise  sovereign,  and  had  experienced  the  benefits  arising  from  a  life 
spent  in  his  ^vemment  till  he  has  now  seen  proper  to  make  them 
equal  with  his  son.  Such  individuals  would  indeed  adorn  any  court 
where  perfection  was  one  of  its  main  spr'nj^'s  of  action,  and  shine  far 
more  fair  than  the  richest  g-em  in  the  diadem  of  the  prince. 

The  orhor  class  wore  a  set  of  individuals  wlio  disretfarded  every 
principle  of  justice  and  ecjuity;  and  this  is  demonstrated  from  the  fact, 
that  when  just  laws  were  issued  l)y  the  kitiy;,  which  were  perfectly 
equitable,  they  were  so  lost  to  a  sense  of  righteousness  that  they  disre- 
garded thosi'  laws,  notwithstanding  an  obedience  to  them  would  have 
produced  at  the  time,  as  regards  their  own  personal  comfort  and  advan- 
tage, the  happiest  result  possible.  They  were  entirely  destitute  of  har- 
mony and  virtue,  so  much  so  that  virtuous  laws  they  despised.  Th^ 
had  proven  themselves  unworthy  a  place  in  the  joys  of  the  prince,  be- 
cause they  had  for  a  series  of  years  lived  in  open  violation  of  his  gov- 
ernment. Certainly,  then,  those  two  elasses  of  men  could  not  hold  the 
reins  of  the  same  government  at  the  same  time  in  peaoe;  for  internal 
jars,  broils,  and  discords  would  zaek  it  to  the  center,  were  such  a  form 
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of  governraent  to  exist  under  such  a  system.  The  virtuous  could  not 
enjoy  peace  in  the  constant  and  unceasing  schemes  and  evil  plans  of 
the  wicked;  neither  could  the  wicked  have  enjoymeut  in  the  coustaut 
pavBerenuiee  of  the  righteous  to  do  justly.  That  there  must  be  an 
aupwemenfc  in  this  goYenmraiit,  or  it  eodd  not  itand,  must  be  admitted 
l^all.  Shooldtlieldngeonvey  tibemnsintotiielieiidsof 
fhe  goveRuneiit  must  aeon  fiall;  for  every  goveniiiient,froiii  the  eveetioii 
to  tlie  preaentt  when  it  eeaaed  to  be  Thtaona,  and  flailed  to  eieeote 
joatioe,  aooner  or  laler  haa  been  overthrown.  And  withoat  Tirtaona 
principles  to  actuate  a  govenunent  all  eara  for  joatiee  ia  soon  lost,  and 
the  only  motive  which  prompts  it  to  act  is  ambition  and  selflahneaa. 
Should  the  king  admit  these  rebels  into  his  house  to  make  them  equal 
with  the  others,  he  would  condeaeend  beneath  hia  dignity,  because 
he  once  issued  virtuous  laws  which  were  received  by  a  part  of  his  sub- 
jects, and  the  reward  affixed  was  a  seat  at  the  marriafro  feast,  and  an 
adoption  into  his  own  family  as  lawful  heirs.  So  that  should  he  now 
offer  any  thing  different  he  would  destroy  forever  that  government 
which  he  once  so  diligently  labored  to  establish  and  preserve,  and  which 
he  once  had  wisdom  to  organize.  Such  individuals  as  the  last  named, 
would  be  a  bane  to  a  virtuous  government,  and  would  prove  its  over- 
throw if  suffered  to  hold  a  part  in  eondaotinfi:  it. 

We  take  the  aaeved  wrkinga  into  our  hands,  and  admit  that  they 
were  given  by  diredt  inapiration  for  the  good  of  man.  We  believe  that 
God  eondeeoended  to  apeak  from  the  heavena  and  deelare  Hia  will  eon- 
eeminjg  the  famnan  ftunily,  to  give  them  jnat  and  holy  laws,  to  regulate 
their  eondoet,  and  gnide  tliem  in  a  direet  way,  that  in  dne  time  He 
might  take  them  to  Himself,  and  make  them  joint  heirs  with  His  Son. 
Bot  when  this  fact  is  admitted,  that  the)  immediate  will  of  heaven  ia 
contained  in  the  Scriptures,  are  we  not  bound  as  rational  ereatnre<^  to 
live  in  accordance  to  all  ita  precepts?  Will  the  mere  admission,  that 
this  is  the  will  of  heaven  ever  benefit  us  if  wo  do  not  comply  with  all 
its  teachings?  Do  we  not  offer  violence  to  the  Supreme  Intelligence  of 
heaven,  when  we  mlmit  the  truth  of  its  teachings,  and  do  not  obey 
them?  Do  we  not  descend  below  our  own  knowledge,  and  the  better 
wisdom  which  heaven  has  endowed  us  with,  hy  such  a  course  of  con- 
duct f  For  these  reasons,  if  we  have  direct  revelations  given  us  from 
heaven,  surely  those  revelations  were  never  given  to  be  trifled  with, 
without  the  trifler's  incurring  displeasure  and  vengence  upon  hia  own 
head,  if  tiiera  ia  any  juatioe  in  lieaven;  and  tliat  there  ia  moat  be 
admitted  by  eveiy  individoal  who  admita  the  troth  and  foree  of  God'a 
teaehlnga,  Hia  bleaamga  and  enramga,  aa  eontained  in  the  aaered 
vohime. 

Here,  ffaen,  we  have  thia  part  of  our  anbjeet  immediately  before  na 
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for  oonudentiOD:  God  has  in  resen-e  a  time,  or  period  appointed  in 
His  own  boeom,  when  He  will  bring  all  His  subjects,  who  have  obeyed 
His  voice  and  kept  His  commandments,  into  His  celestial  rest.  This 
rest  is  of  such  perfection  and  glory,  tliat  man  has  need  of  a  preparation 
before  he  can,  according  to  the  laws  of  that  kingdom,  enter  it  and 
enjoy  its  blessings.  This  being  the  fact,  God  has  given  certain  laws 
to  the  human  family,  which,  if  observed,  are  sufticient  to  prepare  them 
to  inherit  this  rest.  This,  then,  we  conclude,  was  the  purpose  of  God 
in  giving  His  laws  to  us:  if  not,  why,  or  for  what  were  they  given T 
If  the  whole  family  of  mau  were  as  well  off  without  them  as  they  might 
be  with  them,  for  what  purpose  or  intent  were  they  ever  givenf  Wm 
H  that  God  wanted  to  merely  show  that  He  eonld  talkf  It  woold  bo 
nonaenie  to  snppoee  that  He  would  eondeaoend  to  talk  in  Tain:  for  it 
wonld  be  in  vain,  and  to  no  pnrpoae  whatever  [if  the  law  of  God  were  of 
no  benefit  to  man] :  beeanae,  all  the  eommandmentaeontained  in  the  lav 
of  the  Lord,  haTethe  sore  promiae  anneiedof  a  reward  to  all  who  ob^y, 
predioated  upon  the  ftet  timi  thjqr  <u»  really  the  promiaee  of  a  Being  who 
oannot  lie.  One  who  is  abondantlyable  to  fulftll  every  tittleof  His  word: 
and  if  man  were  as  well  prepared,  or  eonld  be  as  well  prepared,  to  meet 
GKmI  wUhoilt  their  ever  having  been  given  in  the  first  instance,  why  were 
they  ever  given?  for  certainly,  in  that  case  they  can  now  do  him  no  good. 

As  we  previousl}'  remarked,  all  well  established  and  properly 
organized  governments  have  certain  fixed  and  pn^ninent  laws  for  the 
regulation  and  management  of  the  same.  If  man  has  grown  to  wisdom 
and  is  capable  of  discerning  the  propriety  of  laws  to  govern  nations, 
what  less  can  be  expected  from  the  Ruler  and  Upholder  of  the  universe! 
Can  we  suppo.se  that  Ho  lias  a  kingdom  without  laws?  Or  do  we  believe 
that  it  is  composed  of  an  innumerable  company  of  beings  who  are  en« 
tirely  beyond  all  lawf  Consequently  have  need  of  ootUng  to  goTom 
or  regulate  tbemf  Wonld  not  sneh  ideas  be  a  reproaeh  to  onr  Great 
Piurent,  and  at  Tarianoe  with  His  f^xaUmB  intelliireneet  Wonld  it  not  be 
asnertinflr  that  man  had  fonnd  ont  a  secret  beyond  Deity  t  That  he  had 
learned  that  it  was  good  to  haTe  laws,  while  God  after  eiisting  from 
eternity  and  haTing  power  to  create  man,  had  not  foond  ont  that  it 
was  propw  to  have  laws  for  His  govcmmentt  We  admit  that  God  is 
the  great  source  and  fountain  from  whence  proceeds  all  good;  that  He 
is  perfect  intelligence,  and  that  His  wisdom  is  alone  sufficient  to  govern 
and  regulate  the  mighty  creations  and  worlds  whieh  shine  and  blaze 
with  such  ujagnificetiee  and  splendor  over  our  heatls.as  thcKigh  touched 
with  His  linger  and  moved  by  His  Almighty  word.  And  if  so,  it  is 
done  and  regulated  by  law;  for  without  law  all  must  certainly  fall  into 
chaos.  If,  then,  we  admit  that  God  is  the  source  of  all  wisdom  and 
understanding,  we  must  admit  that  by  His  direct  inspiration  He  lias 
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taaght  man  that  law  is  necessary  in  order  to  govwm  and  regulate  BUl 
own  immediate  interest  and  welfare:  for  this  reason,  that  law  is  bene- 
ficial to  promote  peace  and  happiness  anionic  men.  And  as  before  re- 
marked. God  is  the  source  from  whence  proceeds  all  g"ood;  and  if  man 
is  b»'iH  fitted  by  law,  then  certainly,  law  is  good;  and  if  law  is  good, 
then  law,  or  the  principle  of  it  emanated  from  God;  for  God  is  the 
source  of  all  irood;  consequently,  then,  he  was  the  first  Author  of  law, 
or  the  principle  of  it,  to  mankind. 

We  would  remind  you,  brethren,  of  the  fatigues,  trials,  privations, 
and  peneeutions,  which  the  ancient  saints  endured  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  persuadiiif  men  of  the  exoellenoyand  propriety  of  the  fdthof  Christ, 
wen  it  in  our  opinion  neceasaiy,  or  if  it  would  servo  in  any  respect  to 
■Hmnliite  yon  to  kbor  in  tte  vineyard  of  the  Lwtl  with  any  more  diK 
Bnt  we  have  reason  to  believe  (if  yon  make  the  holy  Seriptuxei  a  snfl- 
cieiit  part  of  your  stodies),  that  theur  persevennee  ia  known  to  yon  all; 
aa  also  Huittboy  were  willing  tosaBrilloe  the  present  honors  and  pleasures 
of  this  world,  that  they  might  obtain  an  assurance  of  a  crown  of  Ufe 
from  the  hand  of  our  Lord;  and  their  excellent  example  in  labor,  which 
manifests  their  seal  to  us  in  the  cause  whieh  they  embraced,  you  are  daily 
striving  to  pattern.  And  not  only  these  examples  of  the  Saints,  but  the 
commandments  of  our  Lord,  we  hope  are  constantly  revolvinpr  in  your 
hearts,  teaching  you,  not  only  His  will  in  proclaiming  His  Gospel,  but 
His  meekness  and  perfect  walk  before  all,  even  in  those  times  of  severe 
persecutions  and  abuse  which  were  heaped  upon  Him  by  a  wicked  and 
adulterous  gener.ition.  Remember,  brethren,  that  He  has  called  you 
unto  holiness;  and  need  we  say,  to  be  like  Him  in  purity f  How  wise, 
how  holy;  how  chaste,  and  iiow  perfect,  then,  you  ought  to  conduct 
yourselves  in  His  sight;  and  remember,  too,  that  His  eyes  are  continu- 
ally upon  you.  Viewing  these  fsets  in  a  proper  light,  yon  eannol  be 
tnaensible,  ibat  without  a  strict  observance  of  all  Hia  divine  require- 
ments, you  may,  at  least,  be  found  wanting;  and  if  so,  you  will  admit, 
that  your  lot  will  be  east  among  the  unprofitable  servants.  We  beseeoh 
yoQ,  therefore,  bvethren,  to  improre  upon  all  things  committed  to  your 
charge  7  that  you  lose  not  your  reward. 

No  doubt,  Uie  course  which  we  pursued  in  our  last  communication 
to  you,  is  yet  familiar  to  your  minds;  that  we  there  endeavored  to  show, 
aa  far  as  possible,  the  propriety,  in  part,  of  adhering  to  the  law  of 
heaven;  and  also,  the  consistency  in  looking  to  heaven  for  a  law  or 
rule  to  serve  us  as  a  guide  in  this  present  state  of  existence,  that  we 
may  be  prepared  to  meet  that  which  inevitably  awaits  us,  as  well  as  all 
mankind.  There  is  an  importance,  perhaps,  attached  to  this  subject, 
wiiicli  the  world  has  not  so  fully  examined  as  it  re<juire8.  Think  for  a 
moment,  of  the  greatness  of  the  Being  who  created  the  Universe;  and 
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•Bk,  wniM  He  be  10  raooatistent  witii  Hit  own  ehttmoter,  m  to  leave 
men  without  e  lew  or  role  by  which  to  xegnlete  his  eondnet,  efler  piao- 
ing  him  here,  where,  eeooidinir  to  the  formetion  of  his  netue  he  most 
in  a  short  period  sink  into  the  dnstf  Is  there  nothins  further;  is  tlkere 

no  existence  >)eyond  this  vail  of  death  which  is  so  saddeniy  to  be  east 
orer  eU  of  ust   If  there  is,  why  not  that  Being  who  had  power  to  pISM 
us  here,  inform  ns  sometliing  of  the  hereaftert    If  we  had  power  to 
place  oursolves  in  this  present  oxi-^tonce,  why  not  have  power  to  know 
what  shall  follow  when  that  dark  vail  is  cast  over  our  bodies?    Tf  in 
this  life  we  receive  our  all;  if  when  we  crumble  back  to  dust  we  are  no 
more,  from  what  source  did  we  emanate,  and  what  was  the  pu^p<>'^e  of 
our  existence?    If  this  life  were  all,  we  should  be  led  to  qner>*,  whether 
or  not  there  was  really  any  substance  in  existence,  and  we  might  witii 
propriety  say,   "Let  us  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry,  for  to-morrow  wo 
die  I'*   Bat  if  this  iile  is  all,  then  why  this  constant  toiling,  why  tlun 
eontinnal  warfare,  and  why  this  nnoeasin^  tronblef  Bat  this  life  ia 
not  all}  the  Toioe  of  remow,  the  language  of  timBtrafiofi,  and  the  Bpint 
of  the  livuig  Ood,  our  Creetor,  teoehes  as,  as  we  hold  the  reeord  of 
truth  in  our  hands,  that  this  is  not  the  ease,  that  this  is  not  so$  lor,  tiie 
heavens  deolare  the  glory  of  a  God,  and  the  firmament  showeth  His 
handiwork;  and  a  moment's  refleotion  is  soiBeient  to  teaoh  every  man 
of  common  intelligence,  that  all  these  are  not  the  mere  productions  of 
chance f  nor  could  they  be  supported  byany  power  less  than  an  Almighty 
hand;  and  He  that  can  mark  the  power  of  Omnipotence,  inscribed 
upon  the  heavens,  can  also  see  God's  own  handwriting  in  the  sacred 
volume:  and  he  who  reads  it  oftenesl  will  like  it  best,  and  he  who  is 
acquainted  with  it,  will  know  the  hand  wherever  he  can  see  it;  and 
when  once  discovered,  it  will  not  oidy  receive  an  acknowledgment,  but 
au  obedience  to  all  its  heavenly  precepts.    For  a  moment  reflect:  what 
could  have  been  the  purpose  of  our  Father  in  ^ving  to  us  a  law?  Was 
it  that  it  might  be  obeyed,  or  disobeyed?    And  think  further,  too,  not 
only  of  the  propriety,  but  of  the  importance  of  attending  to  His  law* 
in  every  partioular.  If,  then,  there  is  an  importanee  fan  this  respect, 
is  there  not  a  responsibOity  of  great  weight  resting  npon  those  who  are 
ealled  to  deelare  these  truths  to  meuT  Were  we  capable  of  laying  any 
thing  before  you  as  a  just  eomparison,  we  would  cheerfully  do  it;  but 
in  this  our  ability  fsils,  and  we  are  inelined  to  think  that  man  is  unable^ 
without  assistance  beyond  what  has  been  given  to  those  before,  of  ez* 
pressing  in  words  the  greatness  of  this  important  subject.   We  ean 
only  say,  that  if  an  anticipation  of  the  joys  of  the  celestial  glory,  as 
witnessed  to  the  hearts  of  the  humble  is  not  sufficient,  we  will  leave  to 
yourselves  the  result  of  your  own  diligence;  for  God  ere  long,  will  call 
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all  His  serraatB  before  Him,  and  there  from  Hb  own  hand  they  will 
veeelfe  a  jaat  recompeiiM  and  arigfateons  reward  for  all  their  labcnre. 


It  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  man  departed  from  the  first  teaoh- 
iags,  or  instroetions  whioh  he  reeeived  from  heaven  in  the  first  agOi 
and  refosedbyhb  disobedience  to  be  goremed  by  them.  Consequently, 
lie  formed  sneh  laws  as  best  soited  his  own  mind,  or  as  he  snpposed,  were 

best  adapted  to  his  situation.  But  that  God  has  influenced  man  more 
or  les8  sinoe  that  time  in  the  formation  of  law  for  His  benefit  we  have 
no  hesitaney  in  believing;  for,  as  before  remarked,  beings  the  source  of 
all  good,  every  just  aud  eriuitable  law  was  in  a  greater  or  loss  degree 
influenced  by  Him.  And  though  man  in  his  own  supposed  wisdom 
would  not  admit  the  influence  of  a  power  superior  to  his  own,  yet  for 
wise  and  great  purposes,  for  the  good  an<l  happiness  of  His  creatures, 
God  h.'is  instructed  man  to  form  wise  and  wholesome  laws,  since  he  had 
departed  from  Him  and  refused  to  be  governed  by  those  laws  which 
God  had  given  by  His  own  voice  from  ou  high  in  the  beginning.  But 
notwithstanding  the  transgression,  by  which  man  had  out  himself  off 
from  an  immediate  interoovise  wtth  his  Uaker  withont  a  Mediator,  it 
appears  that  the  great  and  glorions  plan  of  His  rsdemption  was  previ* 
onidy  provided;  the  saeriflee  prepared;  the  atonement  wrought  out  in 
the  mind  and  purpose  of  Gkid,  even  in  the  person  of  the  Son,  throngh 
whom  man  was  now  to  look  for  aeeeptaaee,  and  thnragfa  whose  merits 
he  was  now  taught  that  he  alone  oould  find  redemption,  since  the  word 
had  been  pronounoed.  Unto  dust  thou  shalt  return. 

But  that  man  wa<«  not  able  himself  to  erect  a  system,  or  plan  with 
power  sufficient  to  free  him  from  a  destruction  which  awaited  him,  is 
evident  from  tlie  fact  that  God,  ;is  before  remarked,  prepared  a  sacri- 
fice in  the  gift  of  His  own  Hon  who  should  be  sent  in  due  time,  to  pre- 
pare a  way,  or  open  a  door  through  wliich  man  might  enter  into  the 
Lord's  presence,  whence  he  had  been  cast  out  for  disobedience.  From 
time  to  time  these  glad  tidings  were  sounded  in  the  ears  of  men  in 
different  ages  of  the  world  down  to  the  time  of  Messiah's  coming.  By 
faith  in  this  atonement  or  plan  of  redemption,  Abel  offered  to  God  a 
saorifioe  that  was  accepted,  which  was  the  firstlings  of  the  flock.  Cain 
olbrsd  of  tiie  findt  of  the  ground,  and  was  not  aecepted ,  beeanse  he  eould 
not  do  it  in  tiBith,he  eould  have  no  faith,  or  oould  not  eieraise  faith  eon* 
traiy  to  the  plan  of  heaven.  It  must  be  shedding  the  blood  of  the  Only 
Begotten  toatone  for  man;  tot  this  was  the  plan  of  redemption;  and  with- 
out the  shedding  of  blood  was  no  remtssioii;  and  as  the  saeriflee  was  in- 
stituted for  atype,  by  whieh  man  was  to  disoem  the  great  Saorifioe  whioh 
Qod  had  prepared;  to  oif^r  a  saorifioe  eontrary  to  that,  no  fdth  eould  be 
enroised,  because  redemption  was  not  purehased  in  that  way,  nor  the 
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power  of  atonement  instituted  after  that  order;  consequently  Cain 
could  have  no  faith;  and  whatsoever  is  not  of  faith,  is  sin.  But  Abel 
offered  an  acceptable  sacrifice,  by  which  he  obtained  witness  that  he 
was  righteous,  God  Himself  testifying?  of  his  gifts.  Certainly,  the 
shedding  of  the  blood  of  a  beast  could  be  beneficial  to  no  man,  except 
it  was  done  in  imitation,  or  as  a  type,  or  explanation  of  what  was  to  be 
oflarad  throogh  the  gift  of  God  ffimself ;  end  this  perfocmaiioe  done 
with  an  «ye  looking  forwaxd  in  faith  on  the  power  of  that  great  Seeii- 
flee  for  a  remission  of  sins.  Bnt  however  Tarions  may  have  heen,  and 
may  be  at  the  present  time,  the  opinions  of  men  respeeting  the  eondnet 
of  Abel,  and  the  knowledge  whieh  he  had  on  the  sobjeet  of  atonemeBlv 
it  is  evident  in  our  minds,  that  he  was  instructed  more  folly  in  the  plan 
than  what  the  Bible  speaks  of,  for  how  could  he  offer  a  saoifice  in 
faith,  looking  to  Ood  for  a  remission  of  his  sins  in  the  power  of  the 
great  atonement,  without  having  been  previously  instructed  in  that 
plant  And  further,  if  he  was  accepted  of  (Jod.  what  were  the  ordin- 
ances performed  further  than  the  offering:  of  the  firstlings  of  the  flock? 

It  is  said  hy  Paul  in  his  letter  to  the  Hebrew  brethren,  that  Abel 
obtained  witness  that  he  was  rig'hteous,  (iod  testifying  of  his  gifts.  To 
whom  did  God  testify  of  the  gifts  of  Abel,  was  it  to  Paul?  We  have 
very  little  on  this  important  subject  in  the  forepart  of  the  Bible.  But 
it  is  said  that  Abel  himself  obtained  witness  that  he  was  righteous. 
Then  certainly  God  spoke  to  him:  indeed,  it  is  said  that  God  talked 
with  him;  and  if  He  did,  would  He  not,  seeing  that  Abel  was  righte- 
ous, deliver  to  him  thewhole  plan  of  the  GospeL  And  is  not  the  Gospel 
the  news  of  the  redemptionf  How  eould  Abel  offer  a  saeriAee  and 
look  forward  with  fsith  on  the  Son  of  God  toBt  a  remission  of  his  sinst 
and  not  understand  the  Goqwlt  The  mexe  shedding  of  the  blood  of 
beasts  or  offering  anything  else  in  sacrifice,  could  not  proenre  a  remis- 
sion of  sins,  except  it  were  performed  in  faith  of  something  to  come; 
if  it  could,  Cain's  offering  mnst  have  been  as  good  as  Abel's.  And  if 
Abel  was  taught  of  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  God,  was  he  not  taught 
also  of  His  ordinances?  We  all  admit  that  the  Gospel  has  ordinances, 
and  if  so,  had  it  not  always  ordinances,  and  were  not  its  ordinances 
always  the  same?  Perhaps  our  friends  will  say  that  the  Gospel  and  its 
ordinances  were  not  known  till  the  days  of  John,  the  son  of  Zacharias, 
in  the  days  of  Herod,  the  king  of  Judea.  Hut  we  will  here  look  at  this 
point:  For  our  owu  part  we  cannot  believe  that  the  ancients  in  all 
ages  weito  so  ignorant  of  the  system  of  heaven  as  many  suppose,  since 
all  that  were  ever  saved,  were  saved  through  the  power  of  tins  greet 
plen  of  redemption,  as  mneh  before  the  eoming  of  Christ  as  sumo;  if 
not,  God  has  had  different  plans  in  operation  (if  we  may  so  express  it), 
to  bring  men  baek  to  dwell  with  Himself;  and  thia  we  oannot  believe, 
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sincf  there  has  been  no  clianpe  in  the  constitution  of  man  since  he  fell; 
and  the  ordinance  or  institution  of  olTerint,'  blood  in  sacrifice,  was  only 
dosiinied  to  be  performed  till  Christ  was  otTcred  up  and  shed  His  blood 
— as  said  before — that  man  might  look  forward  in  faith  to  that  time. 
It  will  be  noticed  that,  according  to  Paul,  (see  Oal.  lii:  8)  the  Gospel 
was  prea^'hed  to  Abraham.    We  would  like  to  be  informed  in  what 
name  the  Gospel  was  then  preached,  whether  it  WM  ill       name  of 
Ghriflt  or  aoaie  other  name.   It  in  any  other  name,  was  it  the  Gospelt 
And  if  it  was  the  Qoepel,  and  that  preaehed  in  the  name  of  Ghriit,  had 
it  snyordinaneeBf  If  not,  was  it  the  Qotpelf  And  if  it  had  oidinanoes 
what  were  they t  Onr  friends  may  say,  perhaps,  that  there  were  never 
any  ordinanees  eieept  those  of  oflerinff  saoiifloes  befm  the  eoming 
of  Chliflt,  and  that  it  oonld  not  be  possible  for  the  Gospel  to  have  been 
administered  while  the  law  of  sacrifices  of  blood  was  in  force.  Bat 
we  will  recollect  that  Abraham  offered  sacrifice,  and  notwithstanding 
this,  had  the  Gospel  preached  to  him.    That  the  ofTcriutr  <^»f  sacrifice 
was  only  to  point  the  mind  forward  to  Christ,  we  infer  from  these  re- 
markable words  of  Josns  to  the  Jews:  "Your  Father  Abraham  rejoiced 
to  see  niy  day:  and  lie  saw  it,  and  was  f^lad''  (John  viii:  5f>.)  So, 
then,  because  the  ancients  offered  sacrifice  it  did  not  hinder  their  hearing 
the  Gospel;  but  served,  as  we  said  before,  to  op«n  their  eyes,  and  en- 
able them  to  look  forward  to  the  time  of  the  coming  of  the  Savior,  and 
rejoice  in  His  redemption.  We  find  also,  that  when  the  Israelites  came 
ovt  of  Eg>-pt  they  had  the  Gospel  preaehed  to  them,  aeoording  to  Panl 
in  his  letter  to  the  Hebrews,  which-says:  "For  nnto  ns  was  the  Gospel 
preaehed,  as  well  as  nnto  them:  bat  the  word  preaehed  did  not  profit 
them,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  heard  it*'  (see  Heb.  iT:2). 
It  is  said  again,  in  GaL  iii:19,  that  the  law  (of  Hoses,  or  the  Levitieal 
law)  was  "added"  beeanse  of  transgression.   What,  we  ask,  was  this 
law  added  to,  if  it  was  not  added  to  the  Gospelf    It  must  be  plain  that 
it  was  added  to  the  Gospel,  since  we  leam  that  they  had  the  Gospel 
preached  to  them.    From  these  few  facts,  we  conclude  that  whenever 
the  Lord  revealed  Himself  to  men  in  ancient  days,  and  commanded  them 
to  offer  sacrifice  to  Him,  that  it  was  done  that  they  might  look  forward 
in  faith  ti>  the  time  of  His  coming,  and  rely  upon  the  power  of  that 
atonement  for  a  remission  of  their  siiis.    And  this  they  have  done, 
tlxiusands  who  have  gone  before  us,  whose  garments  are  spotless,  and 
who  are,  like  Job,  wailing  with  an  assurance  like  his,  that  they  will 
see  Him  in  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth,  even  in  their  flesh. 

We  may  eonehide,  that  though  there  were  different  dispensations, 
yet  all  things  whieh  God  eommunioated  to  flis  people  were  ealonlated 
to  draw  their  minds  to  the  great  objeet,  and  to  teaoh  them  to  rely  upon 
Qod  aloiie  as  the  author  of  their  salvation,  as  eontained  in  His  law. 
m  Vol  xz 
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From  what  we  can  draw  from  the  Scriptures  relative  to  tlie  teaching-3 
of  Leavou,  we  are  induced  to  think  that  much  instruetiun  hus  been 
given  to  man  since  the  beginning^  which  we  do  not  possess  now.  This 
may  not  agree  with  the  opinions  of  flome  of  our  friends  who  sue  bold 
to  say  that  we  have  everything  written  tn  the  Bible  whioh  Ood  ever 
spoke  to  man  since  the  world  began,  and  that  if  He  had  ever  said  any- 
thing more  we  should  eertainly  have  reoetved  it.  Bot  we  ask,  does  it 
remain  for  a  people  who  never  had  faith  enough  to  call  down  one  eorap 
of  revelation  from  heaven,  and  for  all  they  have  now  are  indebted  to  the 
faith  of  another  people  who  lived  hundreds  and  thousands  of  yeare 
before  them,  does  it  remain  for  them  to  say  how  much  Ood  has  spoken 
and  how  much  ]I<-  hns  not  spoken t  We  have  what  we  have,  and  the 
Bible  contains  what  it  does  contain:  but  to  say  that  God  never  said  any- 
thing more  to  man  than  is  tliere  recorded,  would  he  saying  at  once  that 
we  have  at  last  receivtd  a  revelation;  for  it  must  retjuire  one  to  advance 
thus  far,  because  it  is  nowhere  said  in  tliat  volume  by  the  moutli  of  G<id, 
that  lie  would  not,  after  trivin^  what  is  there  contained,  speak  apain; 
and  if  any  man  has  found  out  for  a  fact  that  the  Bible  contains  all 
that  God  ever  revealed  to  man  he  has  ascertained  it  by  on  im- 
mediate revelation,  other  than  has  been  previously  written  by  the 
prophets  and  apostles.  But  through  the  kind  providenee  of  oar  Father 
a  portion  of  His  word  which  He  delivered  to  His  ancient  saints,  baa 
fallen  into  our  hands,  is  presented  to  us  with  a  promise  of  a  reward  if 
obeyed,  and  with  a  penalty  if  disobeyed.  That  all  are  deeply  inter* 
ested  in  these  laws  or  teachings,  must  be  admitted  by  all  who  aoknowl- 
edge  their  divine  authenticity. 

It  may  be  proper  for  us  to  notice  in  this  place  a  few  of  the  many 
blessings  held  out  in  this  law  of  heaven  as  a  reward  to  those  who  obey 
its  teachings.  God  has  appointed  a  day  in  which  He  will  judge  the 
world,  and  this  He  has  gfiven  an  assurance  of  in  that  He  raised  up  His 
Son  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead — the  point  on  which  the  hope  of  all  wha 
believe  the  inspired  record  is  founded  for  their  future  luppiness  and  en- 
joyment; because,  "If  Christ  be  not  risen,"  said  Paul  to  t  he  Corinthians, 
'*y«»ur  faith  is  vain;  ye  are  yet  in  your  sins.  Tiieu  they  also  wiiii-h 
are  fallen  asleep  iu  Christ  have  perished"  (see  I  Cor.  xv).  If  the 
resurrection  from  the  dead  be  not  an  important  point,  or  item  in  our 
faith,  we  must  confess  that  we  know  nothing  about  it;  for  if  there  be  no 
resurrection  from  the  dead,  then  Christ  has  not  risen;  and  if  Christ  has 
not  risen  He  was  not  the  Son  of  Ood;  and  if  He  was  not  the  Son  of  Ood, 
there  b  not  nor  cannot  be  a  Son  of  Ood,  if  the  present  book  called  the 
Scriptures  is  true;  because  the  time  has  gone  by  when,  according  to 
that  book.  He  was  to  make  Bis  appearance.  On  this  sabjeot,  bowevnr* 
we  are  reminded  of  the  words  of  Peter  to  the  Jewish  Sanhedrim,  when 
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speaking  of  Christ,  he  says  that  God  raised  Him  from  the  dead,  and  we 
(the  apostles)  are  His  witnesses  of  these  things,  and  so  is  the  Holy 
Giiost.  whom  (r()<\  h:i(]  piven  to  them  that  o>»ev  Him  (see  Acts  v).  So 
that  after  the  testimony  of  tlie  Sci  ijjtures  on  this  point,  the  assurance 
is  iriven  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  bearing  witness  to  tliose  wlio  obey  Him, 
tlial  (  hn.st  Himself  has  assuredly  risen  from  the  (lead;  and  if  He  has 
risen  from  the  dead.  He  will,  by  His  power,  bnn*;  all  men  to  stand 
before  Him :  for  if  He  has  risen  from  the  dead  the  bands  of  the  temporal 
daftth  are  broken  that  tfae  grm  has  no  Tietoiy.  If  then ,  the  grave  has 
no  Tietory,  those  who  keep  the  saying  of  Jesus  and  obey  His  teachings 
have  not  only  a  promise  of  a  rosorreetion  from  the  dead,  but  an  assor- 
anoe  of  being  admitted  into  His  glorious  kingdom;  for,  He  Himself 
says,  '*When  I  am  then  also  shall  my  servant  be**  (see  John  zii). 

In  the  2&id  ehapter  of  Luke*s  account  of  the  Messiah,  we  find  the 
kindgdom  of  heaven  likened  unto  a  king  who  made  a  marriage  for  his 
son.  That  this  son  was  tlie  Messiah  will  not  be  disputed,  since  it  was 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  that  was  represented  in  the  parable;  and  that  the 
Saints,  or  those  who  are  found  faithful  to  the  Lord,  are  the  individuals 
who  will  be  found  worthy  to  inherit  a  seat  at  the  marriage-supper,  is 
evident  from  the  sayin^rs  of  John  in  the  Kevelation  where  he  represents 
the  sound  which  he  In  ard  iti  lu-aven  to  be  like  a  great  multitude,  or  like 
the  voice  of  mighty  t  liuiuU  riu^s.  sayirig,  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent 
reigneth.  Let  us  ))(•  i,Ha<l  and  rejoiee,  and  j^ive  honor  to  Him;  for  the 
marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come,  and  His  wife  hath  made  herself  ready. 
And  to  her  was  granted  that  she  should  be  arrayed  in  fine  linen,  clean 
and  white:  For  the  fine  linen  is  the  righteousness  of  Saints  (Rev.  ziz). 

That  tliose  who  keep  the  eommai^ents  of  the  Lord  and  walk 
in  His  statutes  to  the  end,  aro  the  only  individuals  permitted  to 
sit  at  this  glorious  feast,  is  evident  from  the  following  items  in  Paul's 
last  letter  to  Timothy,  which  was  written  just  provious  to  his  death, — 
be  says:  "I  have  foni^t  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  eourse,  I 
have  kept  the  faith:  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  orown  of 
righteousness  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge  shall  give  me  at 
that  day:  and  not  to  me  only,  but  nnto  all  them  also  that  love  His 
appearing."  No  one  who  believes  the  account,  will  doubt  for  a  moment 
this  assertion  of  Paul  whieh  was  made,  as  lie  knew,  just  bfforo  he 
was  to  take  his  leave  of  this  world.  Though  he  once.  acc(jrdin^  to 
his  own  word,  persecuted  tiie  Church  of  God  and  wastt  d  it,  yet  after 
embracing  tlie  faith,  his  labors  were  unceasing  to  spr('a<l  tiic  glorious 
news:  and  like  ;i  faithful  soldier,  when  called  to  give  his  life  in  the 
oau.se  which  he  had  espoused,  he  laid  it  down,  as  he  says,  with  an  assur- 
ance of  an  eternal  crown.  Follow  the  labors  of  this  Apostle  from  the 
time  of  hu  conversion  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  you  will  have  a  fair 
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sample  of  industry  and  patience  in  promulerating  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 
Derided,  whipped,  and  stoned,  the  moment  he  escaped  the  han<K  of  Yii^ 
persecutors  he  as  zealously  as  ever  proclainicd  th<'  doctrine  ot  tho 
Savior.    And  all  may  know  that  he  did  not  enihrace  th<»  faith  for  honor 
in  this  life,  nor  for  the  pain  of  earthly  poods.    What,  then,  could  have 
induced  him  to  uiiderpo  all  this  toil?    It  was,  a.s  he  said,  that  hv  might 
obtain  the  crown  of  righteousness  from  the  hand  of  God.    No  one,  we 
presume,  will  doubt  the  faithfulness  of  Paul  to  the  end.    None  will  say 
tbat  he  did  not  keep  tlM  foitli,  iJiit  he  did  not  flsfat  Hm  good  fight,  that 
he  did  not  preach  and  pennade  to  thehwt  Andwhatwaahetoieoeivef 
A  erown  of  rigfateooanegs.  And  what  shall  others  reoeive  who  do  not 
labor  faithfully,  and  eontinne  to  the  endY  We  leave  saeh  to  seareh  out 
their  own  promises  it  any  they  have;  and  if  th^  have  any  thqy  are 
welcome  to  them,  on  onr  part,  for  the  Lord  says  that  every  man  is  to 
reoeiTe  accordiDg  to  his  works.   Reflect  for  a  moment,  brethren,  and 
enquire,  whether  you  would  consider  yourselves  worthy  a  seat  at  the 
marriage  feast  with  Paul  and  others  like  him,  if  you  had  been  unfaithfulT 
Had  you  not  fought  the  pood  fipht,  and  kept  the  faith,  could  you  expect 
to  riH'eivc?    Have  you  a  promise  of  receivinp  a  crown  of  righteousness 
from  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  with  the  ('ljurch  of  the  First  Born?  Here 
then,  we  understand,  that  Paul  rested  his  iiope  in  Christ,  Itecause  he  had 
kept  the  faith,  and  lovetl  II is  ai)peariiip  and  from  His  liand  he  had  a 
promise  of  receiving  a  crown  of  riphteousness.    If  the  Saints  are  not  to 
reign,  for  what  purpose  are  they  crowned?  In  an  exhortation  of  the  Lord 
to  a  certain  Church  in  Asia,  which  was  built  up  in  the  days  of  the 
Apostles,  nnto  whom  He  communicated  His  word  on  diat  occasion  by 
His  senrant  J<^,  He  says,  **Belidd,  I  come  quickly:  hold  that  fast  whieli 
thou  hast,  that  no  man  take  thy  crown."  And  again,  "Tohimthatover^ 
oometh  inll  I  grant  to  sit  with  me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I  alsoorereame^ 
and  am  set  down  with  my  Father  in  His  throne"  (see  Ber.  iii).  And 
again,  it  b  written,  **Behold,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  Qod,  and  it  doth 
not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be:  but  we  know  that,  when  He  shailappeaTy 
we  shall  be  like  Him;  for  we  shall  see  Him  as  He  is.    And  every  man 
that  hath  this  hope  in  him,  purifieth  himself,  even  as  He  is  pure'^  (I  John 
iii:  2,  .'?).    How  is  it  that  those  old  Apostles  should  say  so  much  on  the 
subject  of  the  cominp  of  Christ?  He  certainly  ha»l  orx'e  come;  but  Paul 
says.  To  all  who  love  His  appearinp',  shall  be  piven  the  crown:  and 
Joiui  says,  When  He  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  11  im;  for  we  shall 
see  Him  as  He  is.    Can  we  mistake  such  lanpuape  as  this?    Do  we  not 
offer  violence  to  our  own  good  judgment  wiien  we  deny  the  second 
coming  of  the  Messiah T  When  has  He  partaken  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine 
new  with  His  ancient  Apostles  in  His  Father's  kingdom,  as  He  prom- 
ised He  would  just  before  he  was  emcifiedf  In  Panl's  epistle  to  the 
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FliiUppMiu,  (iii:  20, 21,)  he  lays:  "For  oar  eonyeraatum  is  in  heAven; 
fkmn  whenee  alao  we  look  for  the  SaTuir,  the  Lovd  Jems  Christ:  who 
•hall  ehaage  our  vile  body,  thai  it  maj  be  fashioned  like  unto  His  glori- 
oos  body,  aeeording  to  the  woridng  whereby  He  is  able  even  to  subdue 
all  things  nnto  Himself/'  We  find  another  promise  to  individuals  liv- 
ing: in  the  Churohat  Sardis  who  had  not  defiled  their  garments:  '*Aiidthey 
shall  walk  with  me  in  white:  for  they  are  worth}'.  He  that  overcometh, 
the  same  shall  be  clothed  in  white  raiment;  and  I  will  not  blot  out  his 
name  out  of  the  book  of  life,  but  I  will  confess  his  name  before  my 
Father,  and  before  His  angels."  John  represents  the  sound  which  he 
heard  from  heaven,  as  pivin^'  thanks  and  glory  to  God,  sayiug  that  the 
Lamb  was  worthy  to  take  the  book  and  to  open  its  seals;  because  He 
was  slain,  and  had  made  them  kings  and  priests  unto  God :  and  they 
should  reign  on  the  eartli  (see  Rev.  v).  In  the  20th  chapter  we  find 
a  length  of  time  specified,  during  which  Satan  is  to  be  eonfined  in  his 
own  place,  and  the  Saints  reign  in  peace,  all  these  promisse  and  bless- 
ings we  And  eontaxned  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  whieh  the  rigfateoos  are 
to  enjoyi  and  we  might  ennmerate  many  more  phms  where  the  same 
or  similar  promises  are  made  to  the  faithful,  bnt  we  do  not  deem  it  of 
smportanee  to  rehearse  them  here,  as  this  epistle  is  now  lengthy;  and 
oar  brstheren,  no  donbt,  are  fitmiliar  with  them  all. 

Most  assuredly  it  is,  however,  that  the  ancients,  thongh  persecuted 
and  afflicted  by  men,  obtained  from  Qod  promises  of  such  weight  and 
^ory,  that  our  hearts  are  often  filled  with  gratitude  that  we  iu*e  even 
permitted  to  look  upon  them  while  we  contemplate  that  there  is  no 
respect  of  persons  in  His  sight,  and  that  in  every  tuition,  he  that  feareth 
God  and  worketh  righteousness,  is  acceptable  with  Him.  Rut  from  the 
few  items  previously  quoted  we  can  draw  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
to  be  a  day  when  all  will  be  judged  of  their  works,  and  rewarded 
a^M  ording  to  the  same;  that  those  who  have  kept  the  faith  will  be 
crowned  with  a  crown  of  righteousness;  be  clothed  in  white  raiment;  be 
admitted  to  the  marriage  feaiit;  be  free  from  every  affliction,  and  reign 
with  Christ  on  the  earth,  where,  aooording  to  the  aneient  promise,  they 
will  partake  of  the  fmit  of  the  Tine  new  in  the  glorioos  kingdom  with 
Hims  at  least  we  find  that  saeh  promises  were  made  to  the  aneient 
Saints.  And  though  we  cannot  elaim  theee  promises  whieh  were  made 
« to  the  anelents  for  they  are  not  oar  property,  merely  beeanse  they 
were  made  to  the  ancient  Saints,  yet.  if  we  are  the  children  of  the 
Most  High,  and  are  called  with  the  same  calling  with  which  they  were 
called,  and  embrace  the  same  covenant  that  th^ embraced,  and  are 
faithful  to  the  testimony  of  our  Lord  as  they  were,  we  can  approach  the 
Father  in  the  name  of  Chrittt  as  they  approached  Him,  and  for  ourselves 
obtain  the  same  promiBes.   These  promises,  when  obtained,  if  ever  by 
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118,  wUl  not  be  beeante  Peter,  John,  and  the  other  Apostles,  with  the 
ehurches  at  Sardis,  Pergamos,  Philadelphia,  and  elsewhere,  walked  in 

the  fear  of  Ood  and  had  power  and  faith  to  prevail  and  obtain  them; 
bnt  it  will  >>e  becnuse  we,  ourselves,  have  faith  and  approadi  'hhI  iti  the 
name  o£  His  Son  Jesns  Christ,  even  as  ihey  did;  and  whi  n  lin  se 
promises  are  obtained,  they  will  be  promises  directly  to  us,  or  thiy  will 
do  us  no  pood.  They  will  be  communicated  for  our  benetit,  being  our 
own  property  (throug^h  the  pift  of  God),  earned  by  our  own  diligence 
in  keepintr  His  commandments,  and  walkiiitr  uprightly  before  Him.  If 
not,  to  what  end  serves  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  why 
was  it  ever  coiaiminicated  to  us? 

Previous  to  commencing  this  letter  wo  designed  giving  you  some 
instructiou  upon  the  regulation  of  the  Church;  but  that  will  be  ^ven 
hereafter. 

In  onr  own  conntzy,  surrounded  with  blessings  innumerable,  to  whieh 
thousands  of  our  fellow  men  are  strangers,  ei^oying  unspeakable  bene> 
fits  and  inexpressible  eomforts,  when  once  our  situation  is  compared 
with  the  ancient  Saints,  as  followers  of  the  Lamb  of  God  who  has  taken 
away  our  sins  by  His  own  blood,  we  are  bound  to  rejoice  and  give 
thanks  to  Him  always.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Church  of  Christ, 
or  the  Church  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1830,  we 
have  had  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  the  spread  of  the  truth  into 
various  parts  of  our  land,  notwithstanding  its  enemies  have  exerted 
their  unceasing  diligence  to  stop  its  course  and  prevent  its  progress; 
though  evil  and  desi'jfniiig  uwn  h;ive  combined  to  destroy  the  innocent, 
because  tht  ir  own  craft  was  in  d.-uij^i  r ;  and  these  nave  been  assisted  in 
raising  mobs  and  eireulatiiit:  falsehoods  by  a  niiseruble  set  of  apostates 
who  have  for  wicked  and  unbecoming  conduct  been  expelled  from  the 
body  of  which  thej'  were  once  members,  yet  the  glorious  Gospel  in  its 
fullness  is  spreading  and  daily  gaining  converts;  and  our  prayer  to  God 
is,  that  it  may  continue,  and  numbers  be  added  of  such  as  shall  be 
eternally  saved. 

The  Messiah's  kingdom  on  earth  is  of  that  kind  of  government,  that 
there  has  always  been  numerous  apostates,  for  the  reason  that  it  admits 
of  no  sins  unrepented  of  without  ezelading  the  individual  from  its 
fellowship.  Onr  Lord  said,  '^Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  straight  gate;  for 
many,  I  say  unto  you,  will  seek  to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able.^^  And. 
again,  muTiy  are  called,  but  few  are  chosen.  Paul  said  to  the  elders  of 
the  Church  at  Ephesus,  after  he  had  labored  three  years  with  them, 
that  he  knew  that  some  of  their  own  number  would  turn  away  from  the 
faith,  and  seek  to  lead  away  disciples  after  them.  None,  we  presume, 
in  this  generation  will  pretend  that  he  has  the  experience  of  Paul  in 
building  up  the  Church  of  Christ;  and  yet,  after  his  departure  from  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  ISM] 


HI8T0BT  OF  THB  0HT7BCH 


23 


Ohnvoh  at  EpliMiu,inaiiy,  eren  of  the  elders,  turned  away  from  the  truth; 
and  what  k  almoet  always  the  ease,  sought  to  lead  away  disciples  after 
them.  Strange  as  it  may  appear  at  first  thought.  y<'t  it  is  no  less  strangle 
than  true,  that  notwithstanding  all  tiic  professed  (letermiDation  to  live 
godly,  apostates  after  turning  from  the  faith  of  Christ,  unless  they 
have  speedily  repented,  have  sooner  or  later  fallen  into  the  snares  of  the 
wicked  one,  and  have  been  h'ft  destitute  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  mani- 
fest their  wickedness  in  the  eyes  of  multitudes.  From  apostates  the 
faithful  have  received  tiie  severest  persecutions.  Judas  was  rebuked 
and  immetliately  betrayed  his  Lord  into  the  hands  of  His  enemies,  because 
Satan  entered  into  hiui.  There  is  a  superior  intellij^'ence  bestowed  upon 
such  as  obey  the  Gospel  with  full  purpose  of  heart,  which,  if  sinned 
against,  the  apostate  is  left  naked  and  destitute  of  the  Spirit  of  CKkI, 
and  he  is,  in  truth,  nigh  unto  cursing,  uid  his  end  is  to  be  burned. 
When  onee  that  light  whieh  was  in  them  is  tahen  from  them,  they 
become  as  much  dai^ened  as  they  were  previously  enlightened,  and 
then,  no  marvel,  if  all  their  power  should  be  enlisted  against  the  truth, 
and  they,  Judas  like,  seek  tiie  destruction  of  those  who  were  their 
greatest  benefactors.  What  nearer  friend  on  eaith,  or  in  heaven,  had 
Judas  than  the  Savior?  And  his  first  object  was  to  destroy  Him.  Who, 
among  all  the  Saints  in  these  last  days,  can  consider  himself  as  good  as 
onr  Lord?  Who  is  as  perfect?  Who  is  as  pure!  Who  is  as  holy  as  He 
was?  Are  they  to  be  found?  He  never  transgressed  or  broke  a  com- 
Diandraent  or  law  of  heaven — no  deceit  was  in  His  mouth,  neither  was 
guile  found  in  His  heart.  And  yet  one  tliat  ate  witli  Him,  who  had  often 
drunk  of  the  same  cup,  was  the  first  to  lift  up  his  iieal  against  Him. 
Where  is  one  like  Christ  ?  He  cannot  be  found  on  earth.  Then  why 
should  His  f(»llo\vers  complain,  if  from  those  whom  they  ouce  called 
brethren,  and  considered  as  standing  iu  the  uearest  relation  in  the  ever- 
liuitiug  covenant  they  should  receive  persecution?  From  what  source 
emanated  the  principle  which  has  ever  been  manifested  by  apostates 
from  the  true  Church  to  persecute  with  double  diligence,  and  seek  with 
double  perseverance,  to  destroy  those  whom  they  once  professed  to  love, 
with  whom  they  once  communed,  and  with  whom  they  once  covenanted 
to  strive  with  eveiy  power  in  righteousness  to  obtain  the  rest  of  Oodf 
Perhapsourbvethren  will  say  the  same  that  caused  Satan  to  seek  to 
overthrow  the  kingiLun  of  God,  because  he  himself  was  evil,  and  God's 
kingdom  is  holy.  ********** 
The  great  plan  of  salvation  is  a  theme  which  ought  to  occupy  onr 
strict  atttenion,  and  be  regarded  as  one  of  heaven's  best  gifts  to  man- 
kind. No  consi<leratir)n  whatever  ought  to  deter  us  fr(»m  showing  our- 
selves approved  in  the  sitrht  of  God.  according  to  His  divine  require- 
ment.   Men  not  unfrequently  forget  that  they  are  dependent  upon 
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heaven  for  every  blessing  which  they  are  permitted  to  enjoy,  and  th&t 
for  every  opportunity  granted  them  they  are  to  ^ve  an  account.  Yoo. 
know,  brethren,  that  when  the  Master  in  the  Savior's  parable  of  the 
stewards  called  his  servants  before  him  he  fjave  them  several  talents  to 
improve  on  while  he  should  tarry  abroad  for  a  little  season,  and  when 
he  returned  he  called  for  an  accounting^.    So  it  is  now.    Our  Master  is 
absent  only  for  a  little  season,  and  at  the  end  of  it  He  will  call  each  to 
render  an  account;  and  where  the  five  talents  were  bestowed,  ten  will 
be  required;  and  he  that  has  made  no  improvement  will  be  cast  out  as 
an  unprofitable  servant,  while  the  faithful  will  enjoy  everlasting  honors. 
Therefore  we  earnestly  implore  the  grace  of  our  Father  to  rest  upon 
you,  through  Jesus  Christ  His  Son,  that  you  may  not  faint  in  the  hour 
of  temptation,  nor  be  overcome  in  the  time  of  persecution. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  January,  Brothers  Oliver 
*  u     Cowdery,  Frederick  G.  Williams,  and  mvself, 

Praj-er  of  the  '  »  ,  t 

First  pre»i-  being  agreed,  bowed  before  the  Lord,  and  unit- 
ed in  prayer,  that  God  would  continue  to  de- 
liver me  and  my  brethren  from  **Doctor''  Hurlburt,*  that  he 
may  not  prevail  against  us  in  the  law-suit  that  is  pending; 
and  also  that  God  would  soften  the  hearts  of  Eden  Smith, 
 Jones,  Lowd,  Lyman,  and  also  Mr.  Bards- 
ley,  that  they  might  obey  the  Gospel ;  or  if  they  would 
not  repent,  that  the  Lord  would  send  faithful  Saints  to  pur- 
chase their  farms,  that  this  Stake  may  be  strengthened, 
and  its  borders  enlarged.  0  Lord,  grant  it  for  Christ's 
sake.  Amen. 

January  SI. — It  is  my  prayer  to  the  Lord  that  three 
thousand  subscribers  may  be  added  to  the  Star  in  the 
time  of  three  years. 

February  1. — Every  expedient  preparation  was  making 
bv  the  Church  in  Kirtlaud,  and  (^lav  count v, 

Prepii  rations         *  '  • 

for  Ktfturniiii?    to  liiivc  tliosi'  wlio  luKi  bocu  drlvou  froui  their 

Exllet>toZioii.  •  •      1      1  All 

possessions  111  .JaoKson  coiinty,  ivturned. 
February  f). — A  conference  of   High  Priests,  Elders 
and  officers  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  New  Portage, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  was  called  at  the  house  of  Brother 

•Tbr  c»»e  of  Joseph  Sniitli  vst.  "Doctnr"  Hurll)urt  ili<l  not  come  to  trial  until  the 
Ui  ol  April,  1834,  when  the  "Doctor"  was  bound  nwr  to  ki-ep  the  pvaoi". 
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Kiriins,  which  lattoDded.  It  had  been  suggested  that  El- 
der Bigdon  mi^t  remove  from  Eirtlaiid  to  conference  of 
New  Portage ;  hot  after  listening  to  the  pro-  Eldew  .t 
ceedings  of  a  previous  conference  in  Porta«i:e,  N«wP»>rt««©. 
from  Brothers  Palmer  and  Bosworth,  it  was  (Iccidcd  that  El- 
<ler  Rigdon  should  not  remove ;  and  that  the  brethren  in  New 
Portage  should  assist  all  in  their  power  to  build  the  Lord's 
House  in  Kirtland;  and  that  the  brethren  erect  only  a 
temporary  or  cheap  place  for  meeting  in  Portage,  as  that 
was  not  to  be  established  as  a  Stake  of  Zion  at  present; 
and  that  coarse  wonld  enable  them  to  do  more  for  the 
House  in  Eirtland. 

At  a  council  of  the  High  Priests  and  Elders,  (Orson 
Hyd«\  clerk,)  at  my  house  in  Kirtland,  on  the  evening  of 
the  llith  of  February,  I  remarked  that  I  should  endeavor 
to  set  before  the  council  the  dignity  of  the  ofdce  which 
had  been  conferred  on  me  by  the  ministering  of  the  angel 
of  Gk)d,  by  His  own  voice,  and  by  the  voice  of  this  Church; 
that  I  had  never  set  before  any  council  in  all  the  order  in 
which  it  ought  to  be  conducted,  which,  perhaps,  has  de- 
prived the  councils  of  some  or  many  blessings. 

And  I  continued  and  said,  no  man  is  ca])able  of 
judging  a  matter,  in  council,  unless  his  ownheait  is  pure; 
and  that  we  frequently  are  so  filh'd  with  prejudice,  or 
have  a  beam  in  our  own  eye,  that  we  are  not  capable  of 
passing  right  decisions. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  order;  in  ancient  days 
councils  were  conducted  with  such  strict  pro-  q^^i^ 
priety,  that  no  one  was  allowed  to  whisper,  be  ^"^''^il 

m  .  •     %  Councils. 

weary,  leave  the  room,  or  get  uneasy  m  the  least, 

nntil  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  by  revelation,  or  the  voice  of 
the  council  by  the  Spirit,  was  obtained,  which  has  not 
been  observed  in  this  Church  to  the  pi*csent  time.  It 
was  understood  in  ancient  days,  that  if  one  man  could  stay 
in  council,  another  cculd;  and  if  the  president  could  spend 
his  time,  the  members  could  also;  but  in  our  councils, 
generally,  one  wOl  be  tmeasy,  another  asleep;  one  praying. 
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another  not;  one's  mind  on  the  business  of  the  council, 
and  another  thinking  on  something  else. 

Our  acts  are  recorded,  and  at  a  futore  day  they  will 
RMpoDsibil*  be  laid  before  us,  and  if  we  shonldfail  to  judge 
iSosu^n'*  right  and  injure  our  fellow-beings,  they  may 
Jadgmmt.  there,  perhaps,  eoiideiiin  us;  there  they  are  of 
great  conseijinMK'e,  and  to  me  the  eonseciaence  ap])t*ars  to 
be  of  force,  heyoud  auy thing  which  1  am  al>le  to  express. 
Ask  yourselves,  brethren,  how  much  you  have  exercised 
yourselves  in  prayer  since  you  heard  of  this  council;  and 
if  you  are  now  prepared  to  sit  in  council  upon  the  soul  of 
your  brother. 

I  then  gave  a  relation  of  my  situation  at  the  time  I 

obtained  the  record  TBook  of  Mormon],  the 
FreUicted  persccutions  1  met  with,  and  prophesied  tluit  i 
Triumph.  \Yould  stand  and  shine  like  tlu»  sun  in  tlie  fir- 
mament, when  my  enemies  and  the  gainsayers  of  my 
testimony  shall  be  put  down  and  cut  oft,  and  their 
names  blotted  out  from  among  men. 

The  council  proceeded  to  investigate  certain  charges 
TdaiotHar-  presented  by  Elder  Bigdon  agamst  Martin 
tin  Harris.  Harris;  one  was,  that  he  told  A.  C.  Russell, 
Esq.,  that  Joseph  drank  too  much  liquor  when  he  was 
translating  the  Book  of  Mormon;  and  that  he  wrestled 
with  many  men  and  threw  them;  and  that  he  (Harris) 
exalt<Ml  himself  al>ov«'  Joseph,  in  that  he  said,  '^Brother 
Joseph  knew  not  the  contents  of  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
until  it  was  translated,  but  that  he  himself  knew  all  about 
it  before  it  was  translated." 

Brother  Harris  did  not  tell  Esq.  Russell  that  Brother 
Joseph  drank  too  much  liquor  while  translating  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  but  this  thiuii:  occurred  previous  to  the  trans- 
latin<^^  of  the  Book;  hf  confessed  :hat  his  mind  w&s 
darkened,  and  that  Ih' had  said  many  thin.«<s  inadvertently, 
caleulated  to  wound  the  leeiinirs  of  his  brethren,  and 
promised  to  do  better.  The  council  forgave  him,  with 
much  good  advice. 
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Brother  Leonard  Rich  was  called  in  question  for 
transgreraing  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  and  for  xrua  of  Leon- 
selling  the  revelations  at  an  extortionate  price, 

while  he  was  journeying  east  with  Father  Lyons. 
Brother  Rich  confessed,  and  the  council  forj^ave  him  upon 
his  promising  to  do  better  and  reform  his  life. 
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OBOAMIZATION  OF  THE  HIGH  OOUKGIL— FIB8T  OASSB  BSFOBE 

THB  OOUNOIL. 

Minutes  of  the  Organization  of  the  High  Council  of  the  Chmdk  «f  Ckritt 
ofLoHer-day  Saints,  KirtUmd,  FO/mary  17,  1834,* 

1.  This  day  a  LTcnoral  council  of  twenty-four  High  Priests  assemVjled 
at  the  house  of  .Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  by  revelation,  and  proceeded  to  or- 
ganize the  High  Council  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  which  was  to  consist 
of  twelve  High  Priests,  and  one  or  three  Presidents,  as  the  case  might 

2.  The  High  GdonoQ  was  ftppointed  by  revditioii  for  the  pnrpoee 
of  wttling  important  diiAeiiltiea  which  might  anae  in  the  Chnieh,  whieh 
eonld  not  be  settled  by  the  Chiiroh  or  the  Bishop's  oonneii  to  the  satia- 
fsetion  of  the  parties. 

3.  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  Sidney  Blgdon,  and  FraderiekO.  ^nUiama, 
were  acknowledged  Presidents  by  the  voice  of  the  Council;  and  Joseph 
Smith,  Sen.,  John  Smith,  Joseph  Coe,  John  Johnson,  Martin  Harriet 
John  S.  Carter,  Jared  Carter,  Oliver  Cowdery,  Samuel  H.  Smith,  OrsMl 
Hyde,  Sylvester  Smith,  and  Luke  Johnson,  High  Priests,  were  chosen 
to  be  a  standing  Council  for  the  Church,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
Council. 

4.  The  above-named  Councilors  were  then  asked  whether  they 
accepted  their  appointments,  and  whetlu-r  they  would  act  in  that  office 
accordinjr  to  the  law  of  heaven:  to  which  they  all  answered  that  they 
accepted  their  appointments,  and  would  hll  their  offices  accordiui^  to  the 
grace  of  God  bestowed  upon  them. 

5.  The  nnmber  eomposinir  the  Conaeil,  who  voted  in  the  name  and 
for  the  Chnreh,  in  appointing  the  above  named  Connoilors  were  forty* 
three,  as  follows: — ^Kine  High  Priests,  seventeen  Elders,  foor  Priests, 

■ 

and  thirteen  members. 

6.  Voted:  that  the  High  Conneil  eannot  have  power  to  aet  without 
seven  of  the  above-named  Connoilors,  or  their  regnlarly  appointed  sno- 

cessors,  are  present. 

7.  These  seven  shall  have  power  to  appoint  other  High  Prieets, 
whom  they  may  consider  worthy  and  oapable  to  act  in  the  plaoe  of 
absent  Councilors. 

*  DoetrliM  sad  OorsDMiti,  Me.  ell. 
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8.  Voted:  that  whenever  any  Taeaney  shall  oecar  by  the  death, 
removal  from  office  for  tran8gn*ession ,  or  removal  from  the  bounds  of 
this  Church  government,  of  any  one  of  the  above-named  Councilors,  it 
shall  be  filled  by  the  nomination  of  tho  President  or  Pres^idents,  and 
sanctioned  by  the  voice  of  a  general  council  of  High  Priests,  convened 
for  that  purpose,  to  act  in  the  name  of  the  Church. 

9.  The  President  of  the  Church,  who  is  also  the  President  of  the 
Council,  is  appointed  by  revelation,  and  acknowledged  iu  his  admiuis- 
tratioD,  by  the  voice  of  the  Church. 

10.  And  it  is  according  to  the  dliputy  of  liis  offiee  that  he  should 
proiide  ow  the  Ckmneil  of  the  Chnreh;  and  it  is  his  privilege  to  be 
awifted  by  two  other  FreaidentB,  appointed  after  the  same  manner  he 
himself  iraa  appointed; 

11.  And  in  ease  of  the  absenoe  of  one  or  both  of  those  who  are 
appointed  to  assist  him,  he  has  power  to  pxeside  orer  the  ConnoU  with- 
out an  asdstant:  and  in  case  he  himself  is  absent,  the  other  Pkesidoits 
have  power  to  preside  in  his  stead,  both,  or  either  of  them. 

12.  Whenever  a  High  Council  of  the  Church  of  Christ  is  regralarly 
otganiied,  according  to  the  foregoing  pattern,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  twelve  Cotmcilors  to  cast  lots  by  numbers,  and  tliereby  ascertain, 
who  of  the  twelve  shall  speak  hrst,  commencing  with  number  one»  and 
80  in  succession  to  number  twelve. 

Whenever  this  Council  convenes  to  act  upon  any  case,  the 
twelve  Councilors  shall  consider  whether  it  is  a  dilTirult  one  or  not;  if 
it  is  not,  two  only  of  the  Councilors  shall  speak  upon  it,  according  to  the 
form  above  written. 

14.  Bat  if  it  is  thought  to  be  dif^ult,  four  shall  be  appointed;  and 
if  more  difflenlt,  six;  bat  in  no  ease  shall  more  timn  six  be  appointed  to 
speak. 

15.  Theaeeosed,  in  all  eases,  has  a  right  to  one  half  of  theConneil, 
to  prevent  insolt  or  injostiee; 

10.  And  the  Conneilors  appointed  to  speak  befors  the  Conneil,  are  to 
present  the  case  after  the  eridenee  is  examined,  in  its  true  light  before 
the  Cr)iincil,  and  every  man  is  to  speak aecording  to  equity  and  justice. 

17.  Those  Councilors  who  draw  even  numbers,  that  is  2,  4,  6,  8,  10 
and  12,  are  the  individuals  who  are  to  stand  np  in  behalf  of  tlie  aeeosed, 
and  prevent  insult  and  injustice. 

18.  In  nil  cases  the  accuser  and  accused  shall  have  a  privilepre  of 
speaking  for  themselves  before  the  Council  after  the  evidences  are 
heard,  and  the  Councilors  who  are  appointed  to  speak  on  the  case,  have 
finished  their  remarks. 

19.  After  the  evidences  are  heard,  the  Councilors,  accuser  and  ac- 
cused have  spoken,  the  Preaident  shall  give  a  decision  according  to  the 
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unckTstanding  whicli  hv  shall  liavo  of  the  case,  and  call  upon  the  twelve 
Councilors  to  sanction  tli«'  same  hy  tlu  ir  vote. 

20.  But  should  the  retnaiiiing  Councilors,  who  have  not  spoken,  or 
any  one  of  them,  utter  hearing  the  evidences  and  pleadings  impartially, 
discover  an  error  in  the  decision  of  the  President,  they  can  manifest  it, 
and  the  case  shall  have  a  re-hearing; 

21.  And  if,  after  a  careful  re-hearinflr,  any  additional  light  is  shown 
upon  the  case,  the  decision  shall, be  altered  accordingly; 

22.  Bat  in  case  no  additional  light  is  giren,  the  first  decision  shall 
atand,  the  majority  of  the  Council  having  power  to  determine  the  F^ame. 

23.  In  case  of  difficulty,  respecting  doctrine  or  principle,  (if  there  is 
not  a  sufficiency  written  to  make  the  case  clear  to  the  minds  of  the 
Council,)  the  President  may  inquire  and  obtain  the  mind  of  the  Lord  by 
revelation. 

24.  The  High  Priests,  when  abroad,  have  power  to  call  and  organize 
a  Council  after  the  manner  of  the  foregoing  to  settle  difficulties  when 
the  parties,  or  either  of  them,  shall  request  it; 

25.  And  the  said  Council  of  High  Priests  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
one  of  their  own  number,  to  preside  over  such  Council  for  the  time 
being. 

26.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Council  to  transmit  immediately,  a 
copy  of  their  proceedings,  with  a  full  statement  of  the  testimony  ac- 
4Sompanying  their  decision,  to  the  High  Couneil  of  the  seat  of  the  First 

Presidency  of  the  Chureh. 

27.  Should  the  parties,  or  either  of  them  be  dissatisfied  with  the 
decision  of  said  Council,  they  may  appeal  to  the  High  Council  of  the 
seat  of  the  First  Presidency  of  the  Church,  and  havea  re-hearing,  which 
case  shall  there  he  conducted,  according  to  the  former  pattern  written, 
as  though  no  such  decision  ha<l  heen  made. 

2S,  The  Council  of  High  Priests  abroad,  is  only  to  l>e  called  on  the 
most  difficult  cases  of  Church  matters;  and  no  common  or  ordinary  ca.se 
is  to  be  sufficient  to  call  such  Council. 

29.  The  traveling  or  located  High  Priests  abroad,  have  power  to  say 
whether  it  is  necessary  to  call  such  a  Couneil  or  not. 

30.  There  is  a  dutinction  between  the  High  Council  of  traveling  High 
Priests  abroad,  and  the  traveling  High  Couneil  composed  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles,  in  their  decisions. 

31.  From  the  decision  of  the  former  there  can  be  an  appeal,  but  from 
the  decision  of  the  latter  there  cannot. 

32.  The  latter  can  only  be  called  in  question  by  the  general  authorities 
of  the  Church  in  ca.sp  of  transgression. 

33.  Kcsolved,  that  the  President  or  Presidents  of  the  seat  of  the  First 
Presidency  of  the  Church,  shall  have  power  to  determine  whether  any 
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5ucb  case,  as  nmy  he  appealed,  is  justly  entitliMl  to  a  re-hearing,  after 
€xainiaiag  the  appeal  and  the  evideaces  and  statements  accompany- 
ing it. 

34.  The  twelve  Councilors  then  proceeded  to  cast  lots  or  ballot,  to 
ascertain  who  should  ^peak  hrst|  and  the  toliowiug  was  the  ret>uli, 
namely: — 

1  outbb  cowdkbt, 

2  Joseph  Cob, 

3  SAmnsL  H.  Smith, 

4  Luke  Johnson, 

5  John  8.  Cabtbb, 

()  Sylvester  Smith, 

7  John  Johnson, 

8  Orson  Hyde, 

9  Jauki)  Caktkr, 

10  JosEiMT  Smith,  Sen., 

11  John  Smith, 

12  Maktin  Hakris. 

After  prayer  the  conference  adjourned. 

Olitbb  Cowdery,   )  pu,t, 
Orson  Hydb,  j 

Oil  the  18th  of  February  I  reviewed  and  corrected  the 
minut^^s  of   the   ori^aui/atioii   of   the   Hi^h  sui>pianeia- 
Coimcil,  and  on  the  19th  of  February,  the  'IZ**^^' 
Comicil  assembled  according  to  adjournment,  o/alo"iiigh 
from  the  17th,  (Oliver  Cowdery  and  Orson  counca. 
Hyde,  clerks,)  when  the  revised  minutes  were  pre- 
sented and  read  to  the  Council.   I  urged  the  necessity 
of  prayer,  that  the  Spirit  might  be  given,  that  the  things 
of  the  Spirit  niii^ht  be  judged  thereby,  because  the  carnal 
mind  cannot  discern  the  things  of  (Jod.    The  minutes 
were  read  tlirce  times,   and  unanimously  adopted  and 
received  for  a  form  and  constitution  of  the  High  Council 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  hereafter;  with  this  provision,  tluit 
if  the  President  should  hereafter  discover  anything  lacking 
in  the  same,  he  should  be  privileged  to  supply  it. 

The  number  present  who  received  the  above-named 
document,  was  twenty-six  High  Priests,  eighteen  Elders, 
three  Priests,  one  Teacher,  and  fourteen  private  mem- 
bei*s,  making  in  all  sixty- two. 
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After  giviii*^  siieh  instruction  as  tlie  Spirit  dictated,  I 
laid  ray  hands  upon  the  heads  of  the  two  asaistant  Prea- 
ideDts  severally,  and  l)Iosscd  them,  that  they  might  have 
wisdom  to  magnify  their  office  and  power  to  prevail  over 
the  adversary. 

I  also  laid  my  hands  upon  the  twelve  ConnoilorB,  and 
commanded  a  blessing  to  rest  upon  them,  that  they  might 
have  wisdom  and  power  to  counsel  in  righteousness,  upon 
all  subjects  that  might  ho  laid  before  them.  I  also  prayed 
tliat  they  might  be  delivered  from  those  evils  to  which 
they  were  most  exposed,  and  that  their  lives  might  be 
prolonged  on  the  earth. 

My  father,  Joseph,  then  laid  his  hands  upon  my  head, 
and  said, 

Joseph,  I  la)'  my  hands  upon  thy  head,  and  pronounce  the  blessintrs 
of  thy  proj^enitors  upon  thee,  tliat  thou  niayest  hold  tlie  keys  of  the 
mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  until  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 
Amen. 

He  also  laid  his  hands  upon  the  head  of  his  son  Samuel, 
and  said, 

Samuel,  I  hiy  my  hands  upon  thy  head,  and  pronounce  the  blessings 
of  thy  progenitors  upon  thee,  that  thou  mayest  remain  a  Priest  of  the 
Most  High  Qod,  and  like  Samuel  of  old,  hear  llis  voice,  saying,  Samuel, 
Samuel.  Amen. 

Father  John  Johnson,  also,  laid  his  hands  upon  the 
head  of  his  son  Luke,  and  said, 

My  Father  in  heaven,  I  ask  Thee  to  bU  jss  this  ray  son,  accordin«^  to 
the  biessiuj^'s  of  iiis  t'orefatiiers;  that  he  may  be  strengthened  in  his 
ministry,  according  to  his  holy  callinp.  Amen. 

1  then  L^ave  the  assistant  Presidents  a  solemn  char<^o  to 
do  their  duty  in  righteousness,  and  in  the  fear  of  Gk>d;  I 
also  charged  the  twelve  Councilors  in  a  similar  manner, 
all  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  all  raised  our  hands  to  heaven  in  token  of  the  ever- 
lasting covenant,  and  the  Lord  blessed  us  with  His  Spirit. 
I  then  declared  the  council  organized  according  to  the 
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ancient  order,  and  also  according  to  the  mind  of  the 
Lord. 

The  following  complaint  was  then  presented  before  the 
Council,  by  Ezra  Thayer,  a  High  Priest:  r;r\hrHSS 

Cotmcil. 

KiKTLANi),  February  19,  1834. 
To  the  Fnndent  oj  the  High  Council  of  the  Church  of  Christ, 

The  following  eharges  I  prefer  agftinet  Elder  Curtis  Hodges,  Sen., 

of  thisCSfauFch:  First,  for  an  error  in  spirit;  Recond,  for  an  error  hi  the 
Buuuier  of  his  address,  which  consisted  in  loud  speaking,  and  a  want  of 
clearness  in  articulation,  which  was  calculated  to  do  injury  to  the  cause 

of  God;  and  also,  for  contendinp:  that  that  was  a  pood  and  proper 
spirit  that  actuated  him  thus  to  speak  — all  of  which  I  considoi-  unhe- 
comin^  in  an  Elder  in  this  Church,  and  request  a  hearing  before  the 
High  Council. 

(Signed)  Ezra  Tuayer. 


Elder  Hodges  pleaded  **not  guilty"  of  the  above 
charges. 

Father  Lions  was  called  on  to  subatantiate  the  above 
charges,  and  his  testimony  was  pointed  against  Brother 
Hodges*  Brother  Story  testified  that  Elder  Hodges  talked 
so  loud  at  a  prayer  meeting  that  the  neighbors  came  out 

to  see  if  some  one  was  hurt.  At  another  meeting,  he  said 
that  Elder  Thayer  rel)nke(l  him  for  his  eiTor,  but  he  did 
not  reetuve  the  rebuke;  that  he  raised  his  voice  so  high, 
that  he  could  not  articulate  so  as  to  be  understood;  and 
that  his  teaching  brought  a  damper  upon  the  meeting,  and 
was  not  edifying.  Brother  Erastus  Babbitt  was  then 
called  iq[K>n,  who  testified  that  Elder  Hodges  was  gnilt^  of 
hollowing  so  load  that  in  a  measure  he  lost  his  voice, 
and  nttered  bnt  little  else  distinctly  than  '^Glory  to 
heaven's  King."  His  testimony  against  Brother  Hodges 
was  pointed.  Brother  Truman  Wait  testified  much  to  the 
same  effect. 

Councilor  Oliver  Cowdery  stood  up  on  the  part  of  the 
accnser,  and  opened  the  case  clearly. 

e  Vol  XX 
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Councilor  Joseph  Coe  stood  np  ou  the  part  of  the  ac- 
cused, but  con  Id  say  but  a  few  words. 

The  accnser  and  the  accns(Ml  then  spoke  for  themselves, 
after  which  the  President  arose  and  laid  open  the  ease 
still  more  plainly,  and  gave  his  decision,  which  was,  that 
the  chaiges  in  the  declaration  had  been  sustained  by  good 
witnesses;  also,  that  Elder  Hodges  ought  to  have  con- 
fessed when  rebuked  by  Elder  Thayer;  also,  if  he  had  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  at  the  meetings,  where  he  hollowed,  he 
must  have  abused  it,  and  grieved  it  away.  All  the  Council 
agreed  with  the  decision. 

Elder  Hodges  then  rose  and  said  he  now  saw  liis  error, 
but  never  saw  it  before;  and  appeared  to  feel  thankful 
that  he  saw  it.  He  said  he  had  learned  more  during  this 
trial  than  he  had  since  he  came  into  the  Church;  confessed 
freely  his  error,  and  said  he  would  attend  to  the  over- 
coming of  that  evil,  the  Lord  being  his  helper. 

The  Council  forgave  him,  and  adjourned  to  the  evening 
of  the  l>()th. 

Fchniari/  ;.'0. — The  High  Council  met  this  evening  to 
determine  concerning  the  Eldei's  going  out  to  preach. 

Minutes  of  the  Iligh  CouneiL 

The  president  opened  the  Gonneil  by  prayer. 

At  a  ohnreh  meeting,  held  in  Pennaylvaiua,  Brie  eoonty,  and  Sprinc- 
fleld  township,  by  Onon  Prstt  and  Iiynuui  E.  John8on,Hi|i^  PHeeti,aonie 
of  the  members  of  that  church  refused  to  partake  of  the  Sacrament, 
because  the  Elder  administering  it  did  not  observe  the  Word  of  Wisdom 
to  obey  it.  Elder  Johnson  argued  that  they  were  justiiied  in  so  doing, 
because  the  Elder  was  in  transcrression.  Elder  Pratt  arprued  that  the 
church  was  hound  to  receive  the  Supper  under  the  administration  of 
an  Elder,  so  long  as  he  retained  liis  otlice  or  lioense.  Voted  that  six 
Councilors  should  speak  upon  the  subject. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  try  the  question, whether  disobedience 
to  the  Word  of  Wisdom  was  a  transgression  sufhojcnt  to  (h-prive  aa 
official  member  from  holding  office  in  the  Church,  atter  having  it  suf- 
ficiently taught  him. 

Connoilon  Samuel  H.  Smith,  Luke  S.  Johnson,John  S.  Carter,  Sylvee- 
ter  Smith,  John  Johnson  and  Orson  Hyde,  were  oalled  to  speak  upon 
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the  case  then  before  the  Coanoil.   After  the  Conneilora  bed  ipokeiit 

the  President  proceeded  to  give  the  decision: 

No  official  member  in  this  Choroh  is  worthy  to  hold  an  office,  after 
having  the  Word  of  Wisdom  properly  taught  himi  and  he,  the  official 
member,  ne^lectin?  to  comply  with  OT  obey  it;  whioh  deouioD  the 
Council  contirmed  by  vote. 

The  President  then  asked  if  there  were  any  Elders  present  who 
would  ijro  to  Canada,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  tli.it  [xopic;  for  they 
have  written  a  number  of  letters  for  help.  And  the  whuli;  Council  felt 
an  thoujfh  the  Spirit  required  the  Elders  to  go  there.  It  was,  therefore, 
decided  by  the  Council,  that  Lyman  E.  Johnson  and  Milton  Holmes 
dKmld  travel  together  intoCMiada;  that  Zebedee  Colbria  and  Henry  Her- 
riman  travel  together  into  Canada;  and  that  Jared  Garter  and  PhuMai 
Tmuv  travel  together,  if  they  oan  ao  arrange  thenr  tiSban  at  borne 
aa  to  be  liberated. 

It  was  also  deeided  that  Elder  Oliver  (hmDger  shonld  travel  eastward 
aa  «oon  aa  his  euranmstanees  wonld  permit,  and  that  he  oonld  travel 
alone  on  account  of  his  age;  it  was  also  decided  that  Elder  Martin 
Harris  should  travel  alone  whenever  he  travels;  that  Elders  John  8. 
Carter  and  Jesse  Smith  travel  east  together  as  soon  as  they  can;  and 
that  Elder  Brighara  Young  should  travel  alone,  it  being:  his  own  choice; 
also  that  James  Durfee  and  Edward  Marvin  should  travel  toprefher 
eastward;  that  Sidney  Rigdon  and  John  P.  GreciR-  po  to  Stroud's  ille, 
that  Orson  Pratt  and  Harrison  Sat^i  rs  travel  toj^etlier  for  the  titiie  be- 
ing; and  that  there  should  be  a  general  conference  held  at  Saco,  in  the 
state  of  Maine,  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  1834. 

It  was  furthermore  voted  that  Elder  Orson  Hyde,  accompanied  by 
BIder  Onon  Ptett,  go  east  to  obtain  donations  for  Zion,  and  means  to 
radeem  the  Urm  on  which  the  boose  of  the  hatd  stands. 

The  Cbnreh  and  Cooneil  then  prayed  with  uplifted  bands,  that  tboy 
flugbt  bo  prospered  in  their  mission. 


Obsok  Htdi, 
ouybb  cowdibt, 
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CHAPTEE  m. 

THE  CAUSE  AND  OBJECT  OF  THE  JACKSON  COUNTY  PERSECU- 
TION— THE  PBOPHET's  MISSION  THBOUOH  WESTEHN  NHW 
TOBK. 

Februarff  24, — 1  received  the  foliowing: 

liertilaiion* 

1.  Verily  I  say  unto  yon,  my  friends,  behold  I  will  grive  unto  you  a 
nrelation  and  commaodment,  that  ye  may  know  how  to  act  in  the  dia- 
charjire  of  your  duties  conceming"  the  salvation  and  redemptkm  of  yoar 
brt'thron  who  hnvo  been  scattered  on  the  land  of  Zion: 

2.  Bt'injj:  (Irivt  ii  and  smitton  by  the  liand  of  iwmr  tiu  inies,  onwhoai 
I  will  pour  out  my  wnitli  without  measure  in  initio  own  time; 

3.  For  I  hav«'  suffered  them  thus  far,  that  they  might  fill  up  the 
measure  of  their  iuiquitieH,  that  their  eup  mif^ht  be  full; 

4.  And  that  those  who  call  themselves  after  my  name  might  be  chas- 
toned  for  a  little  aeaaon  with  a  sore  and  grievooa  ebaatimaieiit,  becanae 
tfaey  did  not  hearken  altogether  nnto  the  ipreeepts  and  eommandtnenta 
whioh  I  gave  nnto  them. 

6.  Bat  Terily  I  aay  nnto  yon,  that  I  have  deereed  a  deeree  iHiieh  niy 
people  ahall  realiie,  inaamnoh  as  they  hearken  from  this  veiy  lHNir« 
nnto  the  oounsel  which  I,  the  Lord  their  God,  shall  give  nnto  them. 

6.  Behold  they  shall,  for  I  have  decreed  it,  begin  to  prevail  againat 
fimft  enemies  from  this  verv  liour, 

7.  And  by  hearkening  to  observe  all  the  words  whioh  I,  the  Lord 
their  God,  shall  speak  unto  them,  they  shall  never  cease  to  prevail  until 
the  kingdoms  of  the  world  are  subdued  under  my  feet,  and  the  earth  ia 
given  unto  the  saints,  to  possess  it  for  ever  and  ever. 

8.  But  iuasmuc  ii  as  they  keep  not  my  commandments,  and  hearken 
not  to  observe  ail  my  words,  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  shall  prevail 
ajrainst  them, 

9.  For  they  were  set  to  be  a  light  unto  the  world,  and  to  be  saviors  of 
•  IMUta*  sBdOovtnaiita,  see.  olii. 
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10.  And  inaHmaoh  m  th^  ave  not  the  wainon  of  men,  theyare  asMlt 
that  has  loat  its  aavor,  and  ia  thenaef orth  good  for  nothing  but  to  be 
east  out  and  trodden  nnder  foot  of  men. 

11.  But  verily  I  say  unto  you,  I  have  decreed  that  your  brethren 
whicli  have  been  scattered  shall  return  to  the  landa  of  their inheritanoeay 
and  shall  build  up  the  waste  plaoea  of  2Uon| 

12.  For  after  much  tribulation,  as  I  have  laid  nntp  yon  in  a  former 

commandment,  cometh  the  blessing'. 

13.  Behold,  this  is  the  blessing  which  I  have  promised  alter  your 
tribulations,  and  the  tribulations  of  your  brethren:  your  redemption, 
and  the  rrdemption  of  j'our  brethren,  even  their  restoration  to  the  land 
of  Zion,  to  be  established  no  mor«»  to  be  thrown  down; 

14.  Nevertheless,  if  tht-y  pollute  their  inheritances  they  shall  be 
thrown  down,  for  I  will  not  spare  them  if  they  pollute  their  inherit- 
anoea. 

15.  Behold,  I  say  unto  you,  tlie  vedemption  of  Zion  mnat  needa  eome 
bj  power; 

16.  Therefore,  I  will  raiae  np  nnto  my  people  a  man,  who  ahall  lead 
them  like  aa  Moeea  led  the  ehilten  of  laraal, 

17.  For  ye  are  the  children  of  IsraeLand  of  the  aeed  of  Abraham,and 
ye  ninat  needa  be  led  oat  of  bondage  by  power,  and  with  a  atretehed 

out  arm : 

18.  And  as  your  fathen  were  led  at  the  first,  even  eo  shall  the  re- 
demption of  Zion  be. 

19.  Therefore  let  not  your  hearts  faint,  for  I  say  not  unto  you  as  I 
8.1  id  imto  your  fathers,  mine  aogel  shall  go  up  before  you,  but  not  my 

presence; 

20.  But  I  say  unto  you,  mine  an^'cls  .siiall  j^o  up  before  you,  aud  also 
my  presence,  aud  in  time  ye  shall  possess  the  pfoodlj'  land. 

21.  Verily,  verily  I  say  uuto  you,  that  my  servant  Baurak  Ale 
(Joseph  Smith, J un.,) is  the  man  to  whom  I  likened  the  servant  to  whom 
the  Locd  of  the  vineyard  ipake  in  the  parable  which  I  have  given  nnto 
yon. 

22.  Therefore  let  my  servant  Banrak  Ale  (Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,)  say 
onto  the  strength  of  my  house,  my  yonng  men  and  the  middle  aged, 
l^ntiier  yonrselves  together  nnto  the  land  of  Zion,  npon  the  lands  which 
I  have  bought  with  money  that  has  been  consecrated  nnto  me: 

28.  And  let  all  the  ehnrehea  send  np  wise  men  with  their  moneys, 
and  purchase  lands  even  aa  I  have  commanded  them; 

24.  And  inasmuch  as  mine  enemies  come  ag^ainst  you  to  drive  you 
from  my  goodly  land,  which  I  have  consecrated  to  be  the  laud  of  Zion : 
even  from  your  own  lands  after  these  testimonies,  which  ye  have 
brought  before  me  against  them,  ye  shall  curse  them; 
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26.  And  whoniaoever  ye  ouroe,  I  will  corse,  and  ye  shall  avenge  me 
of  muM  enemiet; 

26.  And  my  presenoe  shall  be  with  yoQ  efco  in  swufinK  mm  of  aitM 
•nflmiec,  nnto  the  thiid  and  fourth  gaaMratkm  of  them  that  hate 
me. 

27.  Let  no  nan  be  afraid  to  laj  down  his  life  torny  Mke,  for  whoaa 
layeth  down  his  life  for  my  sake  shall  find  it  again; 

28.  And  whoso  is  not  wiUing  to  lay  down  his  life  for  my  sake,  ia  not 

my  disciple. 

20.  It  is  my  will  that  my  servant  Sidney  Bi|cdon  shall  lift  up  his  voiee 
in  the  oongrregationg  in  the  eastern  countries,  in  preparingr  the  churchea 
to  keep  the  commnndments  which  I  have  given  untO  them  oonoeminflf 
the  restoration  and  redeniption  of  Zion. 

'W.  It  is  iny  will  that  my  servant  Parley  P.  Pratt  and  my  servant 
Lyiii.-in  Wight  should  not  n'turn  to  the  land  of  their  brethren,  until  they 
have  oittained  cotuiiaiiit's  to  j^o  up  unto  the  land  of  Zion,  by  tens,  or  by 
twenties,  or  by  lifties,  or  by  an  hundred,  until  they  have  obtained  to 
the  number  of  five  hundred  of  the  strength  of  my  house. 

31.  Behold  this  is  my  will;  ask  and  ye  shall  reoeive,  bat  men  do  not 
always  do  my  will; 

82.  Therefore,  if  you  eannot  obtain  Ave  hnndred,  seek  diligeotlyt 
that  peradventore  yon  may  obtain  three  hnndred; 

33.  And  if  ye  oannot  obtain  three  hundred,  se^  diligently,  that  per- 
adventore ye  may  obtain  one  hundred. 

34.  But  verily  I  say  onto  you,  a  commandment  I  give  nnto  yon,  that 
ye  shall  not  go  up  unto  the  land  of  Zion,  nntil  yon  have  obtained  a 
hundred  of  the  strength  of  my  honse,  to  go  np  with  yon  nnto  the  land 
of  Zion. 

35.  Tlierefore  as  I  said  nnto  you,  ask  and  ye  shall  receive;  pray 
earnestly  that  perad venture  my  servant  Haurak  Ale  (Joseph  Smith, 
Jun.,)  may  j^o  with  you,  and  j)rt>side  in  the  midst  of  my  people,  an<l  or- 
ganize my  kin^'dom  u{)on  the  eonserrated  land,  and  estaldish  the  ehild- 
dren  of  Zion  upon  the  laws  and  commandments  wiiich  have  been,  and 
which  shall  be,  given  unto  you. 

36.  All  victory  and  glory  is  brought  to  pass  onto  yon  through  yoor 
diligence,  fiuthfnlness  and  prayers  of  fidth. 

87.  Let  my  servant  Parley  P.  Pratt  joomey  with  my  servant  Joseph 
Smith,  Jnn. 

38.  Let  my  servant  Lyman  Wight  jonmey  with  my  servant  Sidnasr 

Rigdon. 

39.  Let  my  servant  Hymm  Smith  jonmey  with  my  servant  Ftederiek 

G.  Williams. 

40.  Let  my  servant  Orson  Hyde  jonmey  with  my  servant  Orson  Pratt, 
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whitlMnoew  my  wrfMit  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  shall  ocmiuel  them,  in 
obtaiDiny  the  foUUlment  of  theee  oommnndmente  wfaioh  I  have  given 
unto  yon,  and  laare  the  rendoe  in  my  hands.  Even  so.  Amen. 

The  High  Council  of  the  Church  alao  met  this  day  at 
mj  house  for  tiie  purpose  of  gLving  an  audi*  avtm  of 
ence  or  hearing  to  Lyman  Wight  and  Parley  2,e  cbilch  I?'"' 
P.  Pratt,  delegates  from  the  Church  m  Mis-  mimooh. 

souri,  to  represent  to  us  the  state  of  the  Church  iu  that 
place. 

Minutes  of  Council  Meeting, 

Fkesident  Joseph  opened  the  Council  by  prayer.  Two  of  the  standmir 
Gonncilors  were  absent,  namely,  Joseph  Coe  and  John  Smith.  Hyrum 
Smith  was  choson  to  act  in  the  place  of  John  Stnith,  and  John  P.  Greene 
to  act  in  the  place  of  Josoph  Coe.  Thus  the  Hi^^h  Council  was  organ- 
ized, and  six  Councilors  were  appointed  to  speak.  Brothers;  Parley  P. 
Pratt  and  Lyman  Wight,  me.ssongers  from  Zion,  arose,  and  laid  their 
business  before  the  Council,  and  delivered  their  message,  the  substance 
of  which  was  :  when,  how  and  by  what  menus  Ziou  was  to  be  redeemed 
from  her  enemies.  They  said  that  our  brethren  who  had  been  driven 
away  from  their  lands  and  scattered  abroad,  had  found  so  mnoh  favor 
in  tba  eyes  ot  the  people  [of  C\aj  oonntyt  Mo.,]  that  they  scold  obtain 
food  and  laiment  of  them  for  their  labor,  insomneh  that  they  were 
eomfortable.  Bat  the  idea  of  their  being  driven  away  from  the  land 
of  25ion  pained  their  veiy  sonls,  and  they  desirsd  of  God,  by  earnest 
pnyer,  to  rstom  with  songs  of  everlasting  joy,  as  said  Isaiah,  the 
propheL 

They  also  said  that  none  of  their  lands  were  sold  into  the  hands  of 
our  enemies,  except  a  piece  of  thirty  acres  owned  by  BrotherWiUiam  £• 
KcLellin,  which  he  sold  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  seven  acres 
more  which  he  would  have  sold  to  the  enemy  if  a  brother  had  not  oome 
forward  and  purchased  it  and  paid  him  his  money. 

Brother  Jose|»li  then  arose,  and  said  that  ho  was  froinp:  to  Zioii.  to 
assist  in  redeeniinfj  it.  He  called  for  the  voice  of  the  Council  t(»  sanction 
his  poinf^,  which  was  sfiven  without  a  dissenting  voice.  He  then  called 
for  volunteers  to  go  with  him,  when  some  thirty  or  forty  volunteered 
to  go,  who  were  present  at  the  Council.  It  was  a  (juestiou  whether 
the  company  should  go  by  water  or  by  land,  and  after  a  short 
investigatioin  it  was  deoided  nnanimonsly  that  they  go  by  land.  Joseph 
South,  Jnn.,  was  nominated  to  be  the  eommander'in-ohief  of  the  armies 
of  Israel,  and  the  leader  of  those  who  volunteered  to  go  and  assist  in 
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the  redemption  of  Zion;  the  nomination  was  aeoonded  and 
by  the  vote  of  all  prasent.   Coaneil  then  adjooned  by  pnqrer  and 
thankagiTuiff. 

Orson  Hyhe,  ) 
Oliver  Cowdery,  f  Clerks. 

February  ^tf I  started  from  home  to  obtain  volimteers 
The  Prophet  Zion,  in  compliance  with  the  foregoing 

seeks  Toiaiiieers  revelation  and  action  of  the  High  ConncU : 
**"     *  and  on  the  27th,  stayed  at  Brother  Koundy's. 

To  show  the  feelings  of  a  certain  i)ortioii  of  the  pul)He, 
at  this  period,  I  copy  the  following  from  the  February 
number  of  the  Evening  and  Morning  Star^  pa^e  271: 

We  copy  the  foUowinir  article  from  the  North  Star,  headed  **Tho 
Monnons,*'  printed  in  Danville,  Vermont,  by  B.  Eaton: 

"We  have  reerived  the  flnt  number  of  the  'Mormon*  Jfomtn^  and 
BvtMng  8iar  [the  EfttmUig  and  Morning  Star],  resnacitated  in  Khiland, 
Ohio.  It  it  the  tame  aetumimgt  miftterimia  pablieaHoH  ot  its  or^^iwal." 


While  the  press  and  many  of  the  public  were  breathing 

cheerinawoids  ^®  spirit  of  bittcmess  against  tiie  work  of 
**'         '€k)d,  I  received  letters  from  many  of  onr 

friends,  which  gave  us  occasion  for  rejoicing:  amongst 

them,  I  extract  from  Brother  Moses  Chapman  Nicker- 

son's  letter  of  December  20,  1833:* 

Yonr  labors  in  Canada  have  been  the  beginninir  of  a  good  wori[; 
there  are  thirty-f onr  members  attached  to  the  Chnreh  at  Monnt  Pleas- 
antt  all  of  whom  appear  to  live  np  to  their  profession,  five  of  whom 
have  spoken  in  toognes,  and  three  have  song  in  tongaes;  and  we  live  at 
the  top  of  the  mountain. 

Also  from  Saco,  Maine: 

Jannaiy  20, 1834. 

Bbithrin  nr  thk  Loud, — have  baptised  abont  forty!  n  this  seotion, 
and  there  are  more  convinoed  of  the  truth,  but  are  still  lingering  on  the 
threshhold  of  the  Chnreh,  and  I  think  the  Lord  will  gather  some  of 
them  into  His  kingdom.  Brother  Svan  M.  Greene  labored  with  me 

*  This  Mownt  PlesssBt  brsaeh  of  ttie  Ohiurab,  Ik  will  be  Temembsved,  was  otcsa* 
Issd  by  the  Prophet  and  Sidney  IUfldon«  hi  ttie  Oetober  prortons.  See  rvA,  U  thaifi. 
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from  the  10th  of  Jamuury,  1833,  till  the  October  followinflr;  while  we 
were  together,  we  beptixed  about  one  hnndred  end  thirty.  Brethren, 
iney  for  me,  that  I  maj  have  worda  of  wisdom,  and  a  door  of  ntteranee 
to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  and  rightly  divide  the  word 

of  tmth,  giving  to  every  man  his  portion  in  due  season;  for  my  deter- 
mination is, with  the  stick  of  Joseph  [the  Book  of  Mormon]  in  one  hand, 
and  the  stick  of  Judah  [the  Bible]  in  the  other,  to  labor  diligently  in  this 
world,  that  my  skirts  may  be  clear  from  the  blood  o£  all  men,  and  I 
stand  aoquitted  before  the  bar  of  God. 

I  am  yours  in  Christ, 

(Signed)         JouN  F.  Boynton. 

We  oontinned  our  journey,  and,  on  the  28th  of  Fehra- 
ary  stayed  at  a  stranger's,  who  entertained  ns  j^^j^^^^^^ 
very  kindly;  and  on  the  first  of  March  ar- Propefs  joumey 
rived  at  Brother  Lewis',  in  Wostfield.  New  York!*"**" 

On   the   2nd,  which   was   the  Sahhath, 
Brother  Parley  P.  Pratt  j)reached,  and  1  spokoin  the  even- 
ing;we  had  agood  meeting.  There  is  a  small  church  in  tliis 
place,  which  seems  strong  in  the  faith.    O  may  God  keep 
them  in  the  faith,  and  save  them,  and  lead  them  to  Zion. 

March  3. — We  intended  to  start  on  onr  jonmey  east, 
bat  concluded  to  tarry  another  day.  O  may  God  bless  ns 
with  the  ^2:ift  of  utterance  to  accomplish  the  journey  and 
errand  on  which  we  are  sent,  and  return  safe  to  the  land 
of  Kirtland,  and  find  niy  family  all  well.  0  Lord,  bless 
my  little  children  with  health  and  long  life,  to  do  good 
in  their  generation,  for  Christ's  sake.  Amen. 

Since  leaving  Kirtland,  we  passed  through  Thompson, 
Springfield,  Elk  Creek,  £rie,  Livonia,  Silver  Creek,  Per- 
rysbnrgh,  Collins,  China,  Warsaw,  Geneseo,  Centreville, 
Catlin  and  Spafford,  before  we  arrived  at  Westfield. 

On  the  4th  instant,  we  continued  our  journey  from 
Westfield,  accompanield  by  Elder  Gould;  and  after  a  ride 
of  thirty- three  miles  arrived  at  Villanova,  and  tarried  all 
night  with  a  Brother  ^IcBridi'. 

The  next  morning,  March  5th,  we  went  to  Brother 
Nickerson's,  and  found  him  and  his  household  full  of 
faith  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
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We  called  the  Ghiuroh  together,  and  related  unto  them 
what  had  happened  to  oar  brethren  in  Zion,  and  opoied 
to  them  the  prophecies  and  revelations  ooneemiug  the 
order  of  the  gathering  to  Zion,  and  the  means  of  herre- 

demptiou;  and  I  })r()phesied  to  them,  and  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  came  mightily  upon  mo,  and  with  all  readiness- 
the  young  and  middle-aged  volunteered  for  Zion.  The 
same  evening  we  held  two  meetings,  three  or  four  miles 
distant  from  eaeh  other. 

March  6. — We  held  another  meeting  at  Brother  Kick^ 
son's.  The  few  xmbelievers  that  attended  were  out- 
rageous, and  the  meeting  ended  in  complete  oonfusion. 

March  7» — ^We  proceeded  on  our  journey,  accompanied 
by  Brother  Nickerson,  leii\ mg  Brothers  Gould  and 
Matthews  to  prepare  and  gather  up  the  eom]>anies  in  the 
ehurch<'s  in  that  region,  and  meet  us  in  Ohio,  i  t*a<ly  to 
start  lor  Zion  on  the  lirst  of  May.  We  arrived  after  dark 
at  Ellicotville,  the  county  seat  of  Cataraugus,  and  tried 
for  lodgings  at  every  tavern  in  the  place.  It  being  court 
time  we  found  no  room;  but  were  obliged  to  ride  on  in 
the  dark,  through  mud  and  rain ;  and,  after  traveling 
about  one  mile,  we  found  shelter,  for  which  we  paid  more 
than  tavern  fare. 

On  the  8th,  we  arrived  at  Palmersville,  at  the  house  of 
Elder  MeGown,  wliere  we  were  invited  to  go  to  Esquire 
Walker's  to  spend  the  evening.  We  found  them  very 
friendly  and  somewhat  believing,  and  tarried  all  night. 

Sunday  f  March  9. — We  preached  in  a  school  house,  and 
had  great  attention.  We  found  a  few  disciples  who  were 
firm  in  the  faith;  and,  after  meeting  found  many  believ- 
ing and  could  hardly  get  away  from  them,  and  appointed 
a  meeting  in  Freedom  for  Monday  the  10th,  and  stayed  at 
Mr.  Warren  A.  Oowdery's,  where  we  were  bl(^sse<l  with  a 
full  (uijoyment  of  temporal  and  spiritual  blessings,  even, 
all  we  needed,  or  were  worthy  to  reeeive. 

Monday  10,— Met  our  appointment,  and  preached  to  a 
great  congregation;  and  at  evening  again  preached  to  an 
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overflowing  boose.  After  meeting,  I  proposed  if  any 
wished  to  obeji  and  would  make  it  manifest,  we  wonld 
stay  to  administer  at  another  meeting.  A  young  man  of 
the  Methodist  order  arose  and  testified  his  faith  in  the 

fullness  of  the  Gk)spel  and  desired  to  ))e  baptized.  We  ap- 
pointed another  meeting  for  th('  next  day. 

Tuesday  11. — Fultilled  our  appointment  and  baptized 
Heman  T.  Hyde,*  after  which  we  rode  nine  miles,  and 
put  up  at  Steward's  tavern. 

Wednesday  12, — We  arrived  at  Father  Bosley's,  after  a 
ride  <tf  thirty-six  miles. 

Thmt9^f§  IB. — preached. 

FfHay  14, — ^At  Father  Beaman's.t 

March  15. — While  at  Father  Beaman's,  Elders  Rigdon 
and  Wight  arrived,  much  to  the  joy  of  theii*  souls  and  the 
baints  in  Livonia. 

*  Of  tut  taeldanl,  WULmr  Pftrl«f  P.  Pntt,  wbo  wu  the  Piophet'i  tmftUiic  eom- 
P«dI(MI  on  this  mission,  says:  "We  baptized  m  jmug  num  named  HemiB  ByAe; 

his  parents  were  Presbytcrinri'*,  aii<l  his  mother,  on  account  of  the  stren^h  of  her 
fcnMliUons,  thougbt  that  we  were  wrong,  and  told  me  afterwarda  that  ahe  would 
mMh  nther  Iuit«  telOmnA  him  to  w  earthly  grave  thn  to  here  Men  hlmheptiaed. 
Soon  aftannudo,  hoiveiT«r«  hendf,  her  hoabead,  and  the  rest  of  tte  family,  wMi 
some  thirty  or  forty  others,  were  all  baptized  and  or^aniaed  into  a  brunch  of  the 
Church — culled  the  Freedom  branch — from  which  nucleus  the  licrht  Hpreud  and 
aoula  were  gathned  Into  the  fold  in  all  the  regions  round.  Thus  mightily  grew  the 
wwd  of  Ood,  or  the  oeed  aown  hjr  ttat  eoctraofdhiarf  peraooage,  the  Pro|Aet  and 
Seer  of  the  nineteenth  century."    ( Autobiofjraphy  of  Parley  P.  Pratt,  p.  117.) 

Speaking  of  the  pleasure  of  his  conipfinionship  with  the  Prophet,  Elder  Pratt 
also  aaya:  "As  we  journeyed  day  after  day,  and  K^nerally  lodged  together,  we  had 
oraeh  aweet  oommunloo  eoneemtiif  the  fhiofa  of  God  and  the  n^larlaa  of  Hia 
kingdom,  and  I  received  many  admonWona  and  tnatmoltona  whleh  I  ahaU  aarar 
format."  (U)id.,  p.  117.) 

f  Speakfaif  of  "Slather  Beaman*'  and  hIa  faitoieatinff  tamSHj,  Klder  Parley  P. 

Pratt  haf>  the  following  interesting  pasHajie,  which  dincloses  the  fact  that  "Father 
Heanjan"  was  acquainted  with  the  work  durinp  the  time  that  the  Book  of  Mormon 
was  translating:  "Among  those  whose  hospitality  we  shared  in  ihui  viciuiiy  |^i>eii- 
•boo]  waa  old  Fatfier  Beaman  and  hIa  amJaUe  and  tntareatinf  family.  He  waa  a 
good  singer,  and  »o  were  bin  tiiree  daughters;  we  were  much  edided  and  comftMTted 
In  their  swiety,  and  were  deeply  interested  in  hearint;  Hie  oiti  gentleman  and 
Brother  Joseph  converse  on  their  early  acquaintance  and  history.  He  [BeamanJ 
had  bean  tatiauto  with  Joe^h  long  hafora  the  flrat  organlsatioD  of  ttie  Chnieh; 
had  aaalatad  hfaa  to  preserve  tiia  plataa  of  tibe  Book  of  Mormon  from  the  enemy, 
and  had  at  one  Ifana  had  them  ooncaaled  under  hIa  ovn  hearth."  (Ihid.,  pp.  117» 
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Suudai/  10. — Elder  Rigdon  preached  to  a  large  congre- 
gation in  Geneseo.  Elder  Pratt  preached  in  the  afternoon 
of  Monday,  the  17th« 

There  was  also  the  same  day,  March  17,  a  conference 
^  „  ,        of  Elders  at  Avon,  Liviugston  connty,  New 

Too  COIu6rOBC4  1- 

at  Avon,  LIT-  York,  at  the  house  of  Alvah  Beaman, which  I 
ingstoB  County.  There  were  present  also  Sidney 

Rigdon,  Parley  P.  Pratt,  Lyman  Wight,  John  Miirdoek, 
Orson  Pratt  and  Orson  Ilyde,  High  Priests;  and  six  El- 
ders. I  stated  that  the  objoet  o£  the  Conference  was  to 
obtain  young  and  middle-aged  men  to  go  and  assist  in 
the  redemption  of  Zion,  according  to  the  commandment; 
and  for  the  Church  to  gather  up  their  riches,  and  send 
them  to  purchase  lands  according  to  the  commandment  of 
the  Lord;  also  to  devise  means,  or  obtain  money  for  the 
relief  of  the  brethren  in  Kirtland,  say  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, whieh  sum  would  deliver  the  Church  in  Kirtland 
tVoin  <lebt ;  and  also  determine  the  course  which  the  sev- 
eral companies  shall  pursue,  or  tlie  manner  they  shall 
journey  when  they  shall  leave  this  place. 

Tt  was  voted  l)y  the  Council,  that  Fathers  Bosley  and 
Kickerson,  Elder  McWithey,  and  Brother  Boger  Orton, 
should  exert  themselves  to  obtain  two  thousand  dollars, 
for  the  present  relief  of  Kirtland.  They  all  agreed  to  do 
what  they  could  to  obtain  it,  firmly  believing  that  it  could 
be  accomplished  by  the  first  of  April.  It  was  also  decided 
that  Elder  Orson  lly<le  should  tarry  and  preach  in  the  re- 
gions round  about,  till  the  nionny  should  In-  olitained,  and 
then  carry  it  with  him  to  Kirtland.  It  was  also  voted 
that  I  should  return  to  Kirtland,  accompanied  by  p]lders 
Sidney  Rigdon  and  Lyman  Wight.  Elders  John  Murdock 
and  Orson  Pratt  were  appointed  to  journey  to  Kirtland, 
preaching  by  the  way;  and  Elders  Parley  P.  Pratt  and 
Henry  Brown  to  visit  the  churches  in  Black  Biver  coun- 
try, and  obtain  all  the  means  they  could  to  help  Zion. 

Tuesday,  March  18, — Tarried  at  Father  Bosley 's 
through  the  day.  On  the  ll)th  commenced  my  journey  for 
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Kirtiaud,  and  stayed  that  night  at  Brother  McWithey's 
taveni. 

March  SO, — Gontinaed  our  joomey.  Dined  at  Brother 
Joseph  Holbrookes,  and  at  night  tried  three  times  to  pro- 
onre  lodgings  in  the  names  of  disciples,  bnt  oonld  not 
succeed.    After  night  had  commenced,  we  found  a  man, 

in  Cliiuu,  uamod  Keubeii  Wilson,  who  would  ket^p  us  for 
money;  thus  we  learn  thoro  are  more  i>la(*es  for  money 
than  for  the  disciples  of  Jesus,  the  Lamb  of  God. 

March  J21 . — We  came  to  the  house  of  a  man  named  Starks, 
SIX  miles  east  of  Springville;  and  on  the  22nd  arrived  at 
Brother  Vinson  Knight's  in  PerrjrsburghyCatarangos  coun- 
ty. On  the  23rd  we  arrived  at  Father  Niekerson's,  in  Per- 
rysburgh,  where  we  held  meeting.  On  the  24th,  I  was  not 
able  to  start,  but  felt  determined  to  go  the  next  morning. 

March  25. — Journeyed  from  Father  Nickerson's  to 
Father  Lewis',  in  Westfield,  accompanied  by  Father 
Niekerson.  On  the  26111,  continued  our  journey  to  Elk 
Creek,  and  stayed  with  Elder  Hunt.  The  27th,  I  came  to 
Sprinfield,  where  I  found  £lder  Sidney  Bigdon,  who  had 
come  on  by  a  different  route;  and  we  arrived  that  night 
witihin  sixteen  miles  of  Painesville.  Arrived  home  at 
Eirtland  on  the  28th  of  March,finding  my  family  all  well. 
The  Lord  be  praised  for  this  blessing! 

March  29, — Remained  at  home  and  liad  great  joy  with 
my  family.  Sunday,  the  r^Oth,  was  at  home,  except  going 
to  hear  Eider  Bigdon  preach. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

TRIAL  AND  OONVIOTION  OF  HUBLBUBT — ^EFFORTS  IN  BRHALF 

OF  THE  REDEMPTION  OF  ZION — DISSOLUTION  OF  THE  UNITED 
ORDER  OF  ZION  AND  KIBTLAND. 

Monda/if^  March  31, — ^This  day,  Ira  J.  Willis,  a  young 

The  Whipping  man  who  had  been  in  the  Church  for  some 
•of  In  J.  wiuit.  time,  and  who  was  driven  from  Jackson 
county  into  Clay  eounty,  returned  thither  to  look  for  a 
stray  cow,  and  while  at  the  house  of  Esquire  Manship,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  (where  he  had  called  with  Brother 
John  Follet,  to  prove  his  title  to  the  cow) ,  was  oaught  by 
that  nnhung  land  pirate  and  inhnman  monster,  Moses 
Wilson,  and  whipped  in  a  most  cmel  and  savage  manner, 
while  surrounded  by  some  half  dozen  of  the  old  mobbers. 
This  was  an  unpardonable  act;  all  that  know  Mr.  Willis 
can  V)ear  testimony  that  he  is  a  youn^  man,  honest,  peace- 
able and  unoffcndiiij^,  working  righteousness,  and  mo- 
lesting no  one.  May  God  reward  Moses  Wilson  according 
to  his  works. 

I  went  to  Chardon  today  to  attend  the  coort  in  the  case 
of  '^Doctor"  Philastos  Hurlbnrt. 
April  1, — ^This  day  at  Brother  Rider's  in  Chardon.  The 
^  .  «      conrt  has  not  brought  forward  Hurlburt's 

The  Trial  of  ° 

<«Doetor'*  Hiiri-   trial  yet,  and  we  were  engaged  in  issuing 

hurt  for  Three*.        u  p        -4.  TVf  i  i  r  i  .  u 

enioK  the  subpoeuas  for  Witnesses.  My  soul  delighteth 
p*op    eUfe.        ^j^^  ^1^^^  Lord,  for  He  forgiveth  my 

sins,  and  will  confound  mine  enemies.  The  Lord  shall 
destroy  him  who  has  lifted  his  heel  against  nie,  even  that 
wicked  man  Dr.  Philastos  Hurlburt;  He  will  deliver  him 
to  the  fowls  of  heaven,  and  his  bones  shall  be  cast  to  the 
blasts  of  the  wind,  for  he  lifted  his  arm  against  the 
Almighty,  therefore  the  Lord  shaU  destroy  him. 
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Wednr'sday,  April  the  2nd,  and  Thursday,  the  3rd,  at- 
tended the  court.  TTurUnirt  was  on  trial  for  threatening 
my  life.  Friday  morning  1  returned  home,  and  in  the 
evening  attended  Council,  o£  which  the  following  are  the 
minutes: 

MinMte$  of  Council. 

KiRTLAND,  April  4,  1834. 

This  eveniiiij:  a  Council  of  ITii^h  Priests  asscnibled  at  the  house  of 

President  Joseph  Smith, Jan.,  to  reeonsitier  the  case  of  Brother  Geor^^e 
F.  James.    President  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  presiding. 

Brother  George  said  that  he  had  often  pimnited  to  taice  up  his  erois 
and  magnify  Us  calliogf  but  had  fitiled,  and  ought  to  have  written  to 
the  Pireddent  ere  thU  time  and  given  him  the  information  that  his  peea- 
aiaiy  aflUrt  ealled  his  attention  at  home,  which  preTented  his  talflUiniir 
the  promiie  he  made  to  Prendent  Joseph  Smith,  in  going  oat  to  pro- 
elaim  the  Gospel;  and  he  stnosrely  asked  pavdon  of  the  Lord,  and  of 
his  brethrsn,  and  partionlariy  of  Brother  Joseph.  He  also  sm^  he  was 
willing  to  ask  the  forgiveness  of  this  Charoh.  He  said  relative  to  cer- 
tain charges',  which  were,  that  he  **had  not  attended  meetings,  and  had 
treated  lij?htly  some  of  the  weak,"  etc.;  that  he  had  attended  meetings 
generally;  and  as  far  as  speakincr  or  treating  li«;hth'  any  brother  because 
of  his  weakness,  that  was  fcpn  if^'u  from  his  mind,  and  was  that  which 
he  had  never  done,  nor  could  he  ever  find  such  principles  in  his  bosom. 

President  Joseph  Smith  said  he  had  no  hardness;  he  only  wished  Broth- 
er Geortfc  to  consider  this  as  a  ('iiastiscinont,  and  that  the  Council  were 
bound  to  take  notice  of  his  conduct  heretofore;  but  now,  if  Brother 
George  was  willing  to  walk  aeoording  to  the  new  covenant,  he  should 
have  his  hand  of  fellowship.  The  Gonneil  then  expressed  their  sstts- 
taedon  at  Brother  Oeoiiga^s  oonf  ession. 

(Signed)  Ouysb  Cowdibt,  Cleric. 

April  5. — 1  went  to  Ohardon  as  a  witness  for  Fatlier 
Johnson,  and  returned  in  the  evening.  Mr.  Russell,  the 
staters  attorney  for  Portage  county,  called  on  me.  He 
approached  me  in  a  gentlemanly  manner,  and  treated  me 
with  great  respect, 
April  7.— Bishop  Whitney,  Elder  Frederick  G.  Wi\- 
I,  Oliver  Oowdery,  Heber  C.  Kimball,  „ 

•  1  /.         *  .     A  \  Special  Prayer. 

and  myself,  met  m  the  council  room,  and 

bowed  down  before  the  Lord,  and  ])rayed  that  He  would 
furnish  the  means  to  deliver  the  Firm  from  debt,  that 
they  might  be  set  at  liberty;  also,  that  I  might  prevail 
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against  that  wicked  man,  lliulbuit,  aud  that  he  might  be 
put  to  shanio. 

The  Prosidt'iicy  wi-otc  Eldor  Orson  Hyde,  who  yet  re- 
mained in  the  state  of  New  York,  as  follows: 

Ktrtland,  April  7,  1834. 

Hkak  Bkothkh  Orson: — We  received  yours  of  tlie  Mist  nltituo.  in 
due  course  of  mail,  and  were  much  grieved  on  learuinjr  that  you  wt  re 
not  likely  to  sucoccd  ucfordinf?  to  our  exjMH'tntioiis.  Myself,  Brotliers 
Newel,  Frederick  aud  Oliver,  ntired  to  the  trauslaiiuj;  room,  where 
prayer  was  wont  to  be  made,  aud  unbosomed  our  feelings  before  God; 
and  eamiot  bat  ezeroise  faith  yet  that  you,  in  the  mineiiloiis  prnm- 
denoes  of  God,  will  soooeed  in  obtaininir  l^dp.  The  taet  is,  niUess  w# 
ean  obtam  help,  I  myself  eannot  fso  to  Zion,  and  If  I  do  not  go,  it  will 
be  impossible  to  get  my  brethren  in  Kirtland,  any  of  them,  to  go;  and 
if  we  do  not  go,  it  is  in  vain  for  onr  eastern  brethren  to  think  of  goio^ 
np  to  better  themselTes  by  obtaining  so  goodly  a  land,  (whioh  now 
can  be  obtained  for  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre,)  and  stand 
against  that  wioked  mob;  for  unless  they  do  the  will  of  God,  God  will 
not  help  them;  and  if  God  does  not  help  them,  all  is  vain. 

Now  the  fact  is,  this  is  the  head  of  the  Church,  and  the  life  of  the 
body;  and  those  able  men,  as  members  of  the  body,  God  has  appointed 
to  1m«  hands  to  administer  to  the  necessities  of  the  body.  Now  if  a 
niiin's  hand  refuses  to  administer  to  the  necessities  of  his  body,  it  must 
perish  ui  hunger;  and  if  the  body  |)erish,  all  the  members  perish  with 
it;  and  if  the  head  fail,  the  whole  body  is  sickened,  the  heart  faints, 
aud  the  body  dies,  the  spirit  takes  its  exit,  and  the  carcase  remains  to 
be  devonred  by  worms. 

Now,  Brother  Orson,  if  this  Ghnreh,  whioh  is  essayinfi:  to  be  the 
Chnroh  of  Christ  will  not  help  us,  when  they  ean  do  it  withoat  saeriiiee, 
with  those  blessings  whieh  God  has  bestowed  npon  them,  I  prophecy 

I  speak  the  tmth,  I  lie  not—God  shall  take  away  their  ta]ent,and  givw 
it  to  those  who  have  no  talent,  and  shall  prevent  them  from  ever  ob- 
taining a  plaoe  of  refuge,  or  an  inheritanoe  npon  the  land  of  Zion; 
therefore  they  may  tarry,  for  they  might  as  well  be  overtaken  where 
they  are,  as  to  incur  the  displeasure  of  God,  and  fall  under  His  wratii 
by  the  way  side,  as  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  merciless  mob,  where 
there  is  no  God  to  deliver,  r.s  salt  that  has  lost  its  savor,  and  is  thenoe- 
forth  good  for  nothing,  but  to  be  trodden  under  foot  of  men. 

We  therefore  adjure  you  to  Ix'sccm  Ii  them,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
by  the  Son  of  God,  to  lend  us  a  hel|)ing  hand;  and  if  all  this  will  not 
soften  their  hearts  to  administer  to  our  necessity  for  Zion's  s.ake,  turn 
your  back  upon  them,  and  return  speedily  to  Kirtland;  aud  the  blood  of 
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2Sioii  be  upon  tfaeir  heads,  ereii  ae  upon  the  heads  of  her  enemies;  and 
let  thmr  noompense  be  as  the  zeoompeiise  of  her  enemies;  for  thus 
■hall  it  come  to  pass,  saithtfae  Lord  of  Hosts,  who  has  the  cattle  npon 
a  thousand  hills,  who  has  pnt  fdrth  His  Almigrhty  hand  to  bring  to  pass 
His  strange  act;  and  what  man  shall  put  forth  his  hand  to  steady  the 
ark  of  God,  or  be  found  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  His  servantt 
Qod  shall  speak  in  due  time,  and  all  will  be  declared.  Amen. 
Your  brethren  in  the  New  Covenant, 

Joseph  Smith,  Jun., 
Frbderk  K  G.  Williams, 
Oliver  Cowdery. 

April  9. — After  an  impartial  trial,  the  court  decided 
that  Dr.  Piulastus  Hurlburt  be  bonnd  over,    ,  ^ 
Qzider  two  hundred  dollar  bonds,  to  keep  the 
peace  for  six  months,  and  pay  the  cost,  which 
amounted  to  nearly  three  hundred  dollars,  all  of  which  was 
in  answer  to  our  prayers,  for  wliicli  1  thaLk  my  iieavuuly 
Father.* 

On  the  10th,  had  a  eouneil  of  the  United  Order,  in 
which  it  was  agreed  that  the  Order  should  be  ^.    .  . 

^  Dissolution  of 

dissolved,  and  each  one  have  his  stewardship  the  united  order 

,         ^    ,  .  in  Klrtland. 

set  off  to  him. 

The  same  day  the  brethren  in  Clay  county,  Missouri, 
executed  the  following  letters  and  petitions,  according  to 
the  revelation. t 

*  The  closing  paragraph  of  the  order  of  the  court  in  the  Hurlburt  case  is  as  fol- 
lom;  **Wh«rBfOffe  it  Is  ordered  and  adjudged  by  the  eeort  Hie  aatd  Doctor  P. 
Hotlburt  enter  into  ■  new  recognisance,  with  good  and  au/Ticicnt  security,  in  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars, liereafter  to  kp<  p  the  pf-a^-o  and  bo  of  (food  behavior  to 
the  citizens  of  the  state  of  Ohio  generally ,and  to  the  said  Joseph  Smith,  Junior,  in 
partienlar,  for  the  period  of  ^moatlia;  and  It  ii  further  ordav«d,1tota«  aald  Doe- 
ter  P.  Hvrihart  pagr  the  ooeta  off  thla  pvooeeatloii.  taorad  at  tiie  mm  of  one  hvndrad 

and  twf^Ivp  do!lr\r«  and  fifty-nine  rents.  And  then  iipon  rnnic  the  said  Doctor  P, 
Hurll>art,  with  CharieH  A.  Ilolnu  s  arid  Elijah  Smith  an  his  sureties,  in  open  court, 
entereU  into  a  recognizance  in  thu  penal  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  each,  con- 
tftloBed  that  the  aald  Doetor  P.  Harlhnrt  ehall,  for  flie  period  of  alz  moatha  from 
and  after  this  day,  keep  the  peace  and  be  of  good  behavior  to  all  the  citizena  of  the 
state  of  Ohio  fMerallj,  and  to  the  said  Jo><oph  Smith,  Jun.,  in  particular. 

(Signed)  "M.  Bikchaki>,  P.  J." 

f  See      L,  pp.  488-488.  The  pepeva  alhided  to  taelvde  a  aeeond  pelltloB  to  the 
lOf  the  Ignited  States;  a  letter  from  A.  S.  Gilbert  ei  al.  aeeomp—y|Bg 
i;  one  from  \V.  W.  Phelps  et  nl .  to  Ooremor  Dunklin,  Informini;  him  of  the 
ion  to  (he  President;  and  one  from  W.  W.  Phelps  to  Senator  Thomas  H. 
Beaton,  liiftiTmliiir  btm  of  Sm  petftloB  to  OePraddent,  ete. 
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Friday f  April  11, — I  attended  meeting,  aud  ij^ather 
Tyler  was  restored  to  the  fellowship  of  the  Chmoh. 

On  the  12th,  I  went  to  a  place  near  Lake  Erie,  and  spent 
the  day  in  fishingi  and  visiting  the  brethren. 

Sunday^  13. — Was  sick,  and  unable  to  attend  meeting. 

Monday,  14. — purchased  some  hay  and  oats,  and  got 
them  home. 

Tuesday^  ir,. — Hauled  a  loud  of  hay;  and  on  Wednes«lay 
plowed  and  sowed  oats  for  Brother  Frederick  (1.  Williams. 

Thursday,  April  17, — I  attended  a  meeting  agreeable 
DAUrenneeof  ^  appointment,  at  which  time  the  import' 
zionConsid-  ant  subjects  of  the  deliverance  of  Zion  and 
^  '  tiie  building  of  the  Lord's  House  in  Kirt- 

land  were  discussed  by  Elder  Bigdon.  After  the  lecture, 
I  requested  the  brethren  and  sisters  to  contribute  aD  the 
money  they  could  for  the  deliverance  of  Zion;  and  re- 
ceived twenty-nine  dollars  and  sixty-ei^rht  cents. 

Aj^d  Id. — In  eompauy  with  Elders  ^Sidney  Rigdon, 
Oliver  Cowdery  and  Zebedee  Coltrin,  I  left 

An  Assault  tt^*    i       -i   «      vt        t-»  i 

Thwarted  by  Kirtland  for  New  Portage,  to  attend  a  con- 
the  Spirit.  ference;  dined  at  W.  W.  Williams  %  in 
Newburg,  and  continuing  our  journey,  after  dark*  we 
were  hailed  by  a  man  who  desired  to  ride.  We  were 
checked  by  the  Spirit,  and  refused.  He  professed  to  be 
sick,  but  in  a  few  minutes  was  joined  by  two  others,  who 
followed  us  hard,  cursing  aud  swearing;  l)ut  we  were 
sueeessful  in  escaping  their  hands,  through  the  providence 
of  the  Lord,  and  stayed  that  night  at  a  tavern,  where  we 
were  treated  with  civility. 
April  19. — Continuing  our  journey,  dined  at  Brother 

An  Occasion  o£  «^^P^  Bosworth's,  iu  Ooplcy,  Medina  county. 
i>ray.  •  and  Bpotlier  Bosworth  was  strong  in  the  faith,  and 
Biewing.  if  faithful  may  do  much  good.  We  arrived  the 
same  day  at  Brother  Jonathan  Taylor's, in  Norton,  where  we 
were  received  with  kin<liu  ss.  We  soon  retired  to  the  wil- 
derness, where  we  united  in  prayer  and  supitlication  tor  the 
blessings  of  the  Lord  to  be  given  unto  His  Church.  We 
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called  upon  the  Father  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  to  go  with 
the  brethren  who  were  going  to  the  land  of  Zion;  and 
that  I  mi|^t  have  strength,  and  wisdom,  and  nnderstand- 
iug  sufficient  to  lead  the  people  of  the  Lord,  and  to  gather 

and  establish  the  Saints  npon  the  land  of  their  inherit- 
ances, and  or<rauize  tlieni  aceordiiii^  to  the  will  of  Heaven, 
that  they  may  be  no  more  east  down  forever.  We  then 
united  in  the  laying  on  of  hands. 

£lders  Eigdou,  Cowdery  and  Coltrin  laid  their  hands  on 
my  head,  and  conferred  npon  me  all  the  blessings  neces- 
sary to  qualify  me  tA>  stand  before  the  Lord,  in  my  calling, 
and  return  again  in  peace  and  triumph,  to  enjoy  the  so- 
ciety of  my  brethren. 

Those  present  then  laid  their  hands  npon  the  head  of 
Elder  Rigdon,  and  confirmed  upon  him  the  blessings  of 
wisdom  and  knowledge  to  presidf*  over  the  Church  in  my 
absence,  also  to  have  the  Spirit  to  assist  Elder  Cowdery 
in  eonflucting  the  Star^  in  arranging  the  Book  of  Cov- 
enants; and  pronounced  the  blessings  of  old  age  and 
peace  upon  him,  till  Zion  is  built  up,  and  Kirtland  estab- 
lished, till  all  his  enemies  are  under  his  feet,  and  he 
receive  a  crown  of  eternal  life  in  the  kindom  of  God 
with  us. 

Previous  to  blessing  Elder  Rigdon,  we  laid  hands  on 
Elder  Oliver  Cowdery,  and  confirmed  upon  him  the  bless- 
ings of  wisdom  and  understanding  sullicient  for  his 
station  that  he  be  qualified  to  assist  Elder  Rigdon  in  ar- 
ranging the  Church  Book  of  Covenants,  which  is  soon  to 
be  published,  and  have  intelligence  in  idl  things  to  do  the 
work  of  printing. 

After  blessing  Elder  Bigdon,  we  laid  our  hands  upon 
Brother  Zebedee  Coltrin,  and  confirmed  the  blessings  of 
wisdom  to  preach  the  Gospel,  even  till  it  spreads  to  the 
islands  of  the  seas,  and  to  l)e  spared  to  see  three  score  years 
and  ten,  and  see  Zion  l)uiit  up,  and  Kirtland  established 
forever,  and  even  at  last  to  receive  a  cro^vn  of  life.  Our 
hearts  rejoiced,  and  we  were  comforted  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 
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Sunday f  April  20, — Elder  Bigdon  entertained  a  large 
congelation  of  Saints  with  an  interestiiig  disoonzse  upon 
the  FnlkiefiB  of  Times. 

April  21. — attended  eonferenoe,  and  had  a  glorious 
tune.  Some  few  yolnnteered  to  go  to  Zion,  and  others 
donated  sixty-six  dollars  and  thirty-seyen  cents  for  the 
benefit  of  the  scattered  brethren  in  Zion.  The  following 
is  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  conference: 

MiimtUB  dmfermct, 

Norton,  Medina  County,  Ohio,  April  21, 1834. 

This  day  a  conference  of  Elders  assembled  at  the  dwcllinj^  liouse  of 
Brother  Carpenter.  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  read  the  second 
diapter  of  JoePs  prophecy,  prayed,  and  addressed  the  oonferenoe  as 
foUowt: 

"It  is  very  diflloiilt  for  ns  to  oomnraoioato  to  the  ehiirdhes  all  that 
God  has  revealed  to  ns,  in  oonsequeiMe  of  tradition;  for  we  are  differ- 
ently situated  from  any  other  people  that  ever  existed  upon  this  earth; 
eonseqnently  those  former  revelations  eannot  be  snited  to  oor  oondi- 
tions;  they  were  given  to  other  peoplot  who  were  before  us;  but  in 
the  last  days,  Ood  was  to  call  a  remnant,  in  which  was  to  be  deliver* 
anoe,  as  well  as  in  Jerusalem  and  Zion.  Now  if  God  should  f^ve  no 
more  revelations,  where  will  we  find  Zion  and  this  remnant T  The 
time  is  near  when  desolation  is  to  cover  the  earth,  and  then  God  will 
have  a  place  of  deliverance  in  His  remnant,  and  in  Zion." 

The  President  then  g-ave  a  relation  of  obtaining,'  an<l  translating  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  the  revelation  of  the  Priesthood  of  Aaron,  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Church  in  1830,  the  revelation  of  the  High  Priesthood, 
and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ohost  poorsd  ont  npon  the  Chnroh;  and  said: 

*'Take  away  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the  revebtions,  and  where  is 
oar  religion?  We  have  none;  for  without  Zion,  and  a  plane  of  deliver* 
anee,  we  most  fall;  beoanse  tiie  time  is  near  when  the  snn  will  be  dark- 
ened,  and  the  moon  torn  to  blood«  and  the  stars  fall  from  heaven,  and 
the  earth  reel  to  and  fro.  Then,  if  this  is  the  oase«  and  if  we  are  not 
sanotifled  and  (^kthered  to  the  places  God  has  appointed,  with  all  our 
former  professions  and  our  ^eat  love  for  the  Bible,  we  mnst  fall;  we 
cannot  stand;  we  cannot  bo  saved;  for  God  will  jjather  out  His  Saints 
from  the  Gentiles,  and  then  comes  desolation  and  destruction,  and 
none  can  escape  except  the  pure  in  heart  who  are  feathered." 

Elder  Ripdon  addressed  the  conference,  and  said: 

**0u  two  points  hang  all  the  revelations  that  have  ever  been  given, 
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•ad  Hum  are  fhe  two  advents  of  the  Maiiiifth.  The  first  is  paat,  and  the 

second  ia  now  just  before  us;  and  consequently  those  who  desire  a  part 
in  this  era  which  the  anj^ols  desired  to  look  into,  have  to  be  assembled 
with  the  Saints;  for  if  they  are  not  gathered,  they  must  wail  because  of 
His  cominp.  There  is  no  part  of  His  creation  which  will  not  foel  a 
shock  at  this  grand  display  of  His  power,  for  the  an<  i( nt  Saints  will 
reii^n  with  Christ  a  thousand  years.  The  gathered  Saints  will  dwell 
under  that  reign,  and  those  wiio  are  not  gathered  may  expect  to  endure 
His  wrath  that  length  of  time;  for  the  rest  of  the  dead  are  not  to  live  till 
tne  thousand  years  are  ended. 

"It  it  Yim  for  man  of  tiiis  genantion  ta  think  of  laying  up  and  pro- 
vidinir  inharitaaaea  for  thair  oluldian,  aiaapt  thay  lay  it  up  in  the  plaaa 
whava  dalhraianoa  ia  apfiointad  by  tba  Toiee  of  God;  for  thaaa  ara  tha 
days  of  vangaaaaa,  as  wars  tha  days  of.  Jaremiah;  beeansa,  before  hia 
^yaa  were  eloaad  in  death,  tha  Jawa  ware  lad  aaptiTa,  and  tiia  land  pos- 
ioasod  by  another  people.  And  so  in  tins  day;  while  the  father  is  lay- 
ing up  gold  for  his  son,  tha  destroyer  may  lay  him  lifeless  at  his  feet, 
and  where  then  is  all  his  treasure?  Therefore  if  we,  the  iaianda  of  tha 
sea,  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  desire  an  inheritance  for  onrselves 
and  our  children,  and  themselves  and  their  children,  it  must  be  obtained 
where  God  has  appointed  the  places  of  deliverance.** 

Elder  Rigdon  adverted  to  the  former  covenants  to  Abraham,  Isaac, 
and  Jacob,  and  others  of  the  ancients,  which  were  to  be  realized  in  the 
last  daj-s;  and  spoke  at  some  length  upon  the  deliverance  of  Zion,  the 
endowment  of  the  Elders  with  power  from  on  high  according  to  former 
pvoniaaB,  and  tiia  qwaading  of  the  wotd  of  tha  Lmd  to  tiia  four  winds. 
Ha  lint  ref^nad  to  tlia  aftoation  of  the  brethren  in  Miasoiui,  and  nigad 
tha  importanoa  of  tlioea  wlio  eoold,  giving  lieed  to  tha  revelationa  by 
goinK  np  to  tliair  aasistaaoa;  and  thoae  whooonld  not  go,  to  lialp  thoae 
who  are  going  with  maana  for  their  axpanses. 

Sldar  Oowdery  gave  a  brief  relation  of  the  mobbing  in  Miesoori,  and 
aalled  for  a  contribution. 

Elders  Ambrose  Palmer  and  Salmon  Warner  followed  on  the  same 
aubject. 

Brother  Joseph  Bosworth  spoke  on  the  deliverance  of  Zion,  and  said 
he  bad  no  property,  but  if  Ticct'ssary  tor  her  deliverance  he  would  sell 
his  clothes  at  auction,  if  he  might  have  left  him  as  good  a  garment  as 
the  Savior  had  in  the  manner. 

Others  also  spoke  on  the  deliverance  of  Zion. 

President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  prophesied. 

"If  Z&tm  ia  not  deliyered,  the  time  is  near  when  all  of  this  Churoh, 
wharevar  tiiar  maY  be  foond,  will  be  peseentad  and  destroyed  in  like 
manner.'' 
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Elder  Bicrdon  gave  an  account  of  the  endowment  of  the  ancient 
apostles,  and  laid  before  the  conference  the  dimensions  of  the  House  to 
be  built  in  Kirtland,  and  rehearsed  the  promise  to  the  Elders  in  the 
last  days,  whioh  they  were  to  realise  after  the  House  of  the  Lord  was 

built. 

Brother  Bosworth  then  related  a  few  items  of  a  vision,  as  a  testimony 
oi  those  things  contained  in  the  revelation  read  by  Elder  Rij^on,and  liia 
remarks  thereon. 

President  Smith  explained  the  revelation  concern ing  the  buildin^^of 
the  Lord's  House. 

Elder  Kigdon  tfaeo  ipoke  on  the  spveeding  of  the  ivord  of  the  Lord; 
followed  hy  lereiel  of  the  brethren. 

The  eonf erenoe  foted  that  Thomai  Tripp  be  endnded  from  the 
Ghnreh  in  eonieqiienee  of  his  impnident  eondnot,  with  the  privilege  of 
an  appeal  to  the  Bishop's  Coundl  in  Kirtlaad. 

President  Smith  then  laid  hands  on  certain  children,  and  blewed 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Elder  Rigdon  administered  the  Sacrament. 

There  were  present  seven  High  Priests,  and  thirteen  Elders. 

Adjourned  to  the  Monday  preoedinit  the  seoond  Sunday  in  Sep' 
tember. 

Closed  by  singing  "Now  my  remnant  of  days,''  ete. 


April  22, — retarned  to  ELirtland. 

April  23. — Assembled  in  Council  with  Elders  Sidney  Rig- 
don, Frederick  G.  Williams,  Newel  K.  Whitney, 


Myres,  to  obtain  the  money  which  he  has  gone  to  borrow 
for  08,  or  canee  him  to  come  to  this  place  and  bring  it 
himself.  I  also  received  the  foUowing: 

BMtlation  given  Ajrril  23,  1fi34,  to  Enoch  [Joseph  Smith,  Jmh.,]  eON- 
ceming  the  Order  c/  the  Church  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.* 

1.  Verily  I  say  onto  yon,  my  friend8«  I  gi^  nnto  yon  eonnael,  and 
a  commandment,  concerning:  all  the  properties  whioh  belong:  to  the 
order  whioh  I  commanded  to  be  oiganiied  and  established,  to  be  an 

*  Doetrlaa  andCorwianta,  Me.  eiv. 


(Signed) 


Oliver  Cowdery. 

Clerk  of  the  Conference. 
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united  order,  and  an  everlating  order  for  the  benefit  of  my  Church,  and 
for  the  salvation  of  men  until  I  come, 

2.  With  promise  immutable  and  unchangeable,  that  inasmuch  as 
those  whom  I  commanded  were  faithful,  they  should  be  blessed  with 
•  multiplicity  of  blesshiics; 

3.  Bot  iBasmiioh  as  they  wwe  not  ftutfafol,  they  wero  nigh  nnto 

4.  Therefore,  inasmneh  as  some  of  my  servants  have  not  kept  the 
eommaadmeat  but  have  broken  the  eovenant  tbrontfb  eovetonsness, 
and  with  feigned  words,  I  have  enrsed  them  with  a  very  sore  and 

grievous  curse; 

5.  For  I,  the  Lord,  have  decreed  in  my  heart,  that  inasmuch  as  any 
man  belonging  to  the  order  shall  be  found  a  tran spares sor,  or,  in  other 
words,  shall  break  the  covenant  with  which  ye  are  bound,  he  shall  be 
cursed  in  his  life,  and  shall  be  trodden  down  by  whom  I  will, 

6.  For  I,  the  Lord,  am  not  to  be  mocked  in  these  thinf^rs: 

7.  And  all  this,  that  the  innocent  among  j'ou  may  not  be  condemned 
with  the  unjust,  and  that  the  guilty  among  you  may  not  escape,  because 
I,  the  Lord,  have  promised  unto  you  a  crown  of  glory  at  my  right 
Imad. 

8.  Therefore,  inasmneh  as  yon  are  ftHmdtranagroesors,  ye  eaanot  es- 
eape  my  wrath  in  yonr  lives; 

9.  Inasmneh  as  ye  are  ent  off  for  transgression,  sre  eannot  eseape  the 
bnflistings  of  Satan  mitil  the  day  of  redemption. 

10.  And  now  I  give  unto  you  power  from  this  veiy  honr,  that  if  any 
man  among  you,  of  the  order,  is  found  a  transgressor,  and  repenteth 
not  of  the  evil,  that  ye  shall  deliver  him  over  nnto  ti&e  buffetings  of 
Satan,  and  he  shall  not  have  power  to  bring  evil  upon  yon. 

11.  It  is  wisdom  in  me;  therefore,  a  commandment  I  give  unto  you, 
that  ye  shall  organize  yourselves  and  appoint  every  man  his  steward- 
ship, 

12.  That  every  man  may  give  an  account  unto  me  of  the  stewardship 
which  is  appointed  unto  him; 

I'i.  For  it  is  expedient  that  I,  the  Lord,  should  make  every  man  ac- 
countable as  a  steward  over  earthly  blessings,  which  I  have  made  and 
prepared  for  my  ereatnres. 

14.  I,  the  LcHrd,  stretehed  out  the  heavens,  and  bnilt  the  earth,  my 
▼ery  handy-work,  and  aU  things  therein  are  mine; 

15.  And  it  is  my  purpose  to  provide  for  my  Saints,  for  all  things  are 
mine; 

16*  Bnt  it  must  needs  be  done  in  mine  own  way;  and  behold  this  is  the 
way  that  I,  the  Lord,  have  decreed  to  provide  for  my  Saints,  that  the 
poor  shall  be  exalted,  in  that  the  rich  are  made  lowi 
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17.  For  the  earth  is  fall,  and  there  is  eoouffh  and  to  npaxei  yea,  I 
prefiared  all  things,  and  have  i^ven  nnto  the  enildren  of  men  to  be 
agents  nnto  themselves. 

18.  Therefore,  if  any  man  shall  take  of  the  abnndanee  whieh  I  have 
made,  and  impart  not  hi.";  portion,  according  to  the  law  of  my  gospel, 
unto  the  poor  and  the  needy,  he  shall,  with  the  wicked,  lift  np  his  eyes 
in  hell,  being  in  torment. 

19.  And  now,  verily  I  say  onto  yon,  oonoeming  the  properties  of  the 
order. 

20.  Let  my  servant  Pelaj^orani  (Sidney  Rigdon)  have  appointed  unto 
him  tho  place  wiiere  he  now  resides,  and  the  lot  of  Tahhanes  (the  tan- 
nery) for  his  stewardship,  for  his  support  while  he  is  laboring  in  my 
vineyard,  even  as  I  will,  when  I  shall  command  him; 

21.  And  let  all  things  be  done  aeoordingto  the  counsel  of  the  order, 
and  united  consent  or  voioe  of  the  order,  which  dwell  in  the  land  of 
Shinehah  (Eirtland). 

22.  And  this  stewardslup  and  blessing  I,  the  Lord,  confer  upon  my 
servant  Pelagonun  (Sidney  Bigdon),  for  a  blessing  upon  him,  and  his 
seed  after  him; 

23.  And  I  will  multiply  blessings  upon  him,  inasmuch  as  he  will  be 

humble  before  me. 

24.  And  apain,  let  my  servant  Mahemson  (Martin  Harris)  have  ap- 
pointed unto  him,  for  his  stewardship,  the  lot  of  land  which  my  servant 
Zoriihre  (John  .Johnson)  obtained  in  exchange  for  his  former  inherit" 
auee,  lor  hin>  and  iiis  seed  after  him. 

25.  And  inasmuch  as  he  is  faithful,  I  will  multiply  blessings  upon  him 
and  his  seed  after  him. 

26.  And  let  my  servant  Mahemson  (Ifavtin  Harris)  devote  his 
moneys  for  the  proclaiming  of  my  words,  according  as  my  servant 
Gaselam  (Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,)  shall  direct. 

27.  And  again,  let  my  servant  Shederlaomach  (Frederick  O.  Wil- 
liams) have  the  place  upon  which  he  now  dwells. 

28.  And  let  my  servant  Olihah  (Oliver  Cowdery)  have  the  lot  which  is 
set  off  joininjr  the  house,  which  is  to  be  for  the  Laneshine-house  (print- 
ting  office),  which  is  lot  number  one,  and  also  the  lot  upon  which  his 
father  resides. 

21).  And  let  my  servants  Shederlaomach  ( Frf dt  i  ick  0.  Williams)  and 
Olihah  (Oliver  Cowtlery)  have  the  Laneshine-house  (printing  office), 
and  all  things  that  pertain  unto  it; 

30.  And  this  shall  be  their  stewardslup  which  shall  be  appointed  unto 
them: 

31.  And  inasmuch  as  they  are  faithful,  behold  I  will  bless,  and  mul- 
tiply blessings  upon  them. 
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32.  And  this  is  the  beg-inniD^  of  the  stewardship  whioh  I  have 
appointed  them,  for  them  and  their  seed  after  them; 

33.  And  inasmuch  as  they  are  faithful,  I  will  multiplj'  blessings  upon 
them,  and  their  seed  after  them,  even  a  multiplicity  of  blessinfjs. 

34.  And  aprain,  let  my  servant  Zombre  (John  Johnson)  h.Hve  the 
house  in  which  he  lives,  and  the  inheritance — all,  save  the  ground 
which  has  been  reserved  for  the  building  of  my  houses,  which  pertains 
to  that  inharitanee,  and  thoM  lots  whiflli  itave  been  aamad  for  my  mv- 
vaat  Olihah  (Oliw  Gowdeiy). 

35.  And,  inasmueh  aa  lie  la  &itlifiil,  I  will  miiltiply  blflnbigB  npom 
him. 

36.  And  it  ia  my  will  that  he  should  tdl  the  lots  that  ave  laid  off  for 
the  boflding  up  of  the  city  of  my  Saints,  inasmuch  as  it  shall  be  made 
known  to  liim  by  the  voice  of  the  Spirit,  and  aoooiding  to  the  oounsel  of 

the  order,  and  by  the  voioe  ol  the  order. 

'M.  And  this  is  the  beginning  of  the  stewardship  which  I  have  ap- 
pointed unto  him,  for  a  blessing? unto  him,  and  his  seed  after  him; 

38.  And  inasmuch  as  he  is  faithful,  I  will  multiply  a  multiplicity  of 
blessings  upon  him. 

39.  And  let  ray  servant  Ahashdah  (Newel  K.  Whitney)  have  ap- 
pointed unto  him  the  houses  and  lot  where  he  now  resides,  and  the  lot 
and  building  on  which  the  Ozondah  (mercantile  establishment)  stands, 
and  also  the  lot  which  is  now  on  the  oomer  south  of  the  Oaondah  (mer- 
eaatile  eatabliahment),  and  also  the  lot  npon  whieh  the  Shale  (ashery) 
issitoated. 

40.  And  all  this  I  have  appointed  unto  my  servant  Ahashdah  (Newel 
K.  Whitney)  for  his  stowardshlpt  for  a  blesrinir  upon  him  and  his  seed 
altmr him,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ozondah  (mercantile  establishment)  of 
my  order  which  I  have  established  for  my  Stake  in  the  land  of  Shinehah 

(Kirtland). 

41.  Yea,  verily,  this  is  the  stewardship  which  I  have  appointed  unto 
my  servant  Ahashdah  (N.  K.  Whitney),  even  this  whole  Ozondah  (mer- 
cantile establishment),  him  and  his  af<rent,  and  his  seed  after  him: 

42.  And  inasmuch  as  he  is  faithful  in  keepint;  my  commandments 
which  I  have  given  unto  hirn,  I  will  muhi{>ly  blessings  upon  him,  and 
his  seed  after  him,  even  a  mullipliL-ity  of  blessings. 

43  And  again,  let  my  servant  Gazelam  (Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,)  have 
appointed  unto  him  the  lot  which  is  laid  off  for  the  building  of  my 
hoQse,  which  is  forty  rods  long,  and  twelve  wide,  and  also  the  inherit- 
ance npon  which  his  f atiier  now  resides. 

44.  And  this  is  the  beginning  of  the  stewardship  which  I  havB  ap* 
pmnted  onto  him,  for  a  blessing  npon  him,  and  npon  his  father. 

45.  For,  behold,  I  have  rsoerved  an  inheritance  for  hia  fMher,  for  his 
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support ;  therefore  he  shall  be  reokonad  in  the  hoQM  of  my  Mr?uit 
Oazelam  (Joseph  Smith,  Jun.) 

46.  And  I  will  multiply  blessings  upon  the  house  of  my  servant 
Gazelam  (Joseph  Smith,  Jim.,)  inasmuch  as  he  ia  faithful,  even  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  blessings. 

47.  Aud  now,  a  commandment  I  give  unto  you  concerning  Zion,  that 
you  shall  no  longer  be  bound  as  an  United  Order  to  your  brethreu  of 
Zion,  only  on  this  wise: 

48.  After  yon  are  organized,  you  shall  be  eelled  the  United  Order 
of  the  Stake  of  Zion,  the  etty  of  Shinehah  (Kirtland).  And  your 
brethren,  after  they  are  ovganixed,  shall  be  sailed  the  United  Order  of 
the  City  of  Zion. 

49.  And  they  shall  be  oiganiaed  in  their  own  nasDes,  and  m  their 
own  name;  and  they  shall  do  their  bosiness  in  their  own  name,  and  m 

their  own  names; 

50.  And  you  aliali  do  bosiness  in  your  own  name,  and  in  yonr  own 

names. 

51.  And  this  I  have  coramandi'd  to  be  done  for  your  salvation,  and 
also  for  their  salvation,  in  consequence  of  their  being  driven  out  and 
that  which  is  to  come. 

52.  The  covenants  being  broken  through  trausgression,  by  covetous- 
ness  aud  feigned  words; 

68.  Therefore  you  are  dissolved  as  a  United  Order  with  your  breth- 
ren, that  yon  are  not  bonnd  only  up  to  this  hoor  nnto  them,  only  on 
this  wise,  as  I  said,  by  loan  as  shall  be  agreed  by  this  order  in  eonn- 
oil,  as  yonr  euronmstanees  will  admit  and  the  Troiee  of  the  eonneil 
direet 

54.  And  again  a  commandment  I  give  nnto  yon  eoneeming  yonr 

stewardships  which  I  have  appointed  nnto  yon. 

66.  Behold,  all  these  properties  are  mine,  or  else  your  faith  is  Tain, 
and  ye  are  found  hypocrites*  and  the  eorenants  wliioh  ye  have  made 
unto  me  are  broken ; 

50.  And  if  the  properties  are  mine,  then  ye  are  stewards,  otherwise 
ye  are  no  stewards, 

57.  But,  verily  1  say  unto  you,  1  have  appointed  unto  you  to  be  stew- 
ards over  mine  house,  even  stewards  indeed: 

58.  Aud  for  this  purpose  I  have  commanded  you  to  organize  your- 
selves, even  to  shinelah  (print)  my  words,  the  fullness  of  my  scriptures, 
the  revelations  which  I  have  given  nnto  you,  and  whieh  I  shall  here- 
after, from  tune  to  time,  give  nnto  you, 

59.  For  the  purpose  of  buOding  np  my  Chnroh  and  Kingdom  on  the 
earth,  and  to  prepare  my  people  for  the  time  when  I  shaU  dwell  with 
them,  whioh  is  nigh  at  hand. 
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00.  And  je  shall  inmpaitt  for  yoanelm  »  plaoe  lor  a  treamry,  and 
oonaeorate  it  unto  my  name; 

61.  And  ye  shall  appoint  one  among  yon  to  keep  the  treaamy,  and  he 

shall  be  ordained  unto  this  blesainiCI 

62.  And  there  shall  be  a  seal  upon  the  treasury,  and  all  the  laorad 

thing's  shall  be  delivered  into  the  treasury,  and  no  man  amonpr  you 
shall  call  it  his  own,  or  any  part  of  it,  for  it  shall  belong  to  you  all  with 
one  accord ; 

63.  And  I  give  it  unto  you  from  this  very  hour;  and  now  sf-e  to  it, 
that  ye  go  to  and  make  use  of  the  stewardship  which  I  have  appointed 
unto  you,  exclusive  of  the  sacred  things,  for  the  purpose  of  shiuelane 
(printing)  these  saored  things  as  I  have  said; 

84.  And  the  avaOa  of  the  aaered  things  shall  be  had  in  the  tieasaiy» 
and  a  seal  shall  be  npoo  it,  and  it  shall  not  be  nsed  or  taksm  oat  of  the 
trearary  by  any  one,  neither  shall  tiie  seal  be  loosed  whieh  shall  be 
ptaaed  npon  it,  only  by  tbe  Tmee  of  the  order,  or  by  eommandment 

66.  And  thns  shall  ye  pieaerre  the  avails  of  the  saersd  things  in  the 
treasury  for  sacred  and  holy  purposeat 

66.  And  this  shall  be  called  the  sacred  treasury  of  the  Lord ;  and  a 
seal  shall  be  kept  upon  it  that  it  may  be  holy  and  eonseerated  unto  the 
Lord. 

67.  And  ap:ain,  there  shall  ho  another  treasury  prepared,  and  a 
treasurer  appointed  to  keep  the  treasury,  and  a  seal  shall  be  placed 
up>on  it; 

68.  And  all  moneys  that  you  receive  in  your  stewardships,  by  im- 
proving upon  the  properties  whieh  I  have  appointed  unto  you,  in 
houses,  or  in  lands,  or  in  cattle,  or  in  all  things  save  it  be  the  holy  and 
saered  writings,  whieh  I  have  reserved  onto  myself,  for  holy  and  saered 
purposes,  shall  be  east  into  the  trsasuy  as  taaii  as  yon  reeeive  moneys, 
by  hnndreds,  or  by  fifties,  or  by  twenties,  or  by  tens,  or  by  ilves; 

60.  Or  in  other  words,  if  any  man  among  yon  obtain  five  talents(dol- 
lavs),  let  him  oast  them  into  the  treasury;  or  if  he  obtain  ton,  or  twen- 
ty, or  fifty,  or  an  hnndred,  let  him  do  likewise; 

70.  And  let  not  any  among  you  say  that  it  is  his  own,  for  it  shall 
not  be  called  his,  nor  any  part  of  it; 

71.  And  there  shall  not  any  part  of  it  be  used,  or  taken  out  of  the 
treasun,',  only  by  the  voice  and  common  consent  of  the  order. 

72.  And  this  shall  be  the  voice  and  eoinrnon  consent  of  the  order; 
that  any  man  among  you  say  to  the  treasurer,  I  have  need  of  this  to 
help  me  in  my  stewardship; 

73.  If  it  be  five  talents  (dollars),  or  if  it  be  ten  talents  (dollars,)  or 
twenty,  or  fifty,  or  a  hundred,  the  treasurer  shall  give  uuto  him  the  sum 
whiob  he  requires,  to  help  him  in  his  stewardship. 
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74.  Until  he  be  foand  a  trans^ssor,  and  it  is  manifest  before  the 
ommoil  of  ths  order  plainlj,  that  he  ia  an  nnfaithfal  and  an  nnwiaa 
steward; 

75.  But  80  lon^:  as  he  is  in  full  fellowship,  and  is  faithful,  and  wise 
in  his  stewardsliip,  this  shall  be  his  token  onto  the  treasurer,  that  the 
treasurer  shall  not  withhold. 

76.  But  in  case  of  trans^ession,  the  treasurer  shall  be  subject  unto 
the  council  and  voice  of  the  order. 

77.  And  in  case  the  treasurer  is  found  an  unfaithful  and  an  onwiao 
alswaid,  he  shall  bo  tnbjeet  to  tho  oonaeil  and  Yoioo  of  liw  otdsTt  and 
shall  be  renHnrod  out  of  hisplaeo,  and  anotfaor  shall  be  appointad  in  his 
stead. 

78.  And  again,  vorily  I  say  nnto  yon,  oonooning  your  debts,  bdiold 
it  is  my  will  that  yon  shall  pay  all  yonr  debts; 

79.  And  it  is  my  will  that  yon  shall  hnmble  yoarsalTes  beftnm  m, 
and  obtain  this  blessing  by  your  diligonoo  and  bnmility,  and  the  prayer 

of  faith; 

80.  And  inasmuch  as  you  are  diligrent  and  humble,  and  exercise  the 
prayer  of  faith,  behold,  T  will  sotton  the  hearts  of  those  to  whom  you  are 
in  debt,  until  I  shall  seud means  unto  you  for  your  deliverance. 

81.  Therefore  write  speedily  to  Cainhannoch  (New  York),  and  write 
accordiujx  to  that  which  sliall  be  dictated  by  ray  Spirit,  and  I  will 
soften  the  hearts  of  those  to  whom  you  are  in  debt,  that  it  shall 
be  taken  away  out  of  their  minds  to  bring  afiiiction  upon  you. 

82.  And  inasmoeh  as  ye  are  hnmble  and  faithful,  and  oall  npon  my 
name,  behold  I  will  give  yon  the  Tietocy. 

83.  I  giTO  nnto  yon  a  promise,  that  yon  shall  be  delivered  thia  onoe 
out  of  your  bondage! 

84.  Inasmneh  as  yon  obtain  n  ehaneeto  loan  mon«y  by  hnndreda,  or 
thoosandsi  even  nntil  yon  shall  loan  enoogh  to  deliver  yonrsebes  from 
bondage,  it  is  your  privilege: 

85.  And  pledge  the  properties  whioh  1  have  pnt  into  yonr  hands,  thia 
once,  by  giving  your  names  by  oommon  eoniont  or  otiierwise,  as  it 

shall  seem  trood  unto  you 

86.  I  {,'ive  unto  you  this  privilege,  this  once,  and  behold,  if  you  pro- 
ceed to  do  the  thinps  which  I  have  laid  before  you,  according  to  my 
commandments,  all  these  thinps  are  niiue,  and  ye  are  my  stewards,  and 
the  master  will  not  suffer  his  house  to  be  broken  up.  Even  so.  Amen. 
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CHAPTEK  V. 

ZION's  camp — ITS  JOURNEY  FROM  KIRTLANt)  TO  MISSOURI. 

About  the  last  of  April  I  received,  by  letters  from 
friends  in  the  East,  and  of  brethren  in  Kirt- 

Aid  for  the 

lana,  the  sum  of  two  hundred   and  nftv-one  Redemption 
dollars  and  sixty  cents,  towards  the  deliverance 
of  Zion. 

Mayl. — ^More  than  twenty  of  the  brethren  left  Kirtland 
for  MiBSonri,  accoiding  to  previons  appoint-  oi^thering  of 
ment|  accompanied  by  four  baggage  wagons,  ^""i^^^^. 
They  traveled  to  New  Portage,  and  there  tar- 

ried  with  the  church  until  the  remainder  of  the  Kirtland 
company,  who  were  not  in  readiness  to  start  with  them, 
arrived. 

The  following  letter  from  Elder  Phelps  to  us,  clearly 
shows  the  necessity  there  was  of  the  Saints  in  Missouri 
reoeiying  assistance: 

LiBiRrr,  Maj  1, 1834. 
DiAB  Brithrbn — There  are  great  moree  in  the  weet.  Last  week 
•B  alami  was  apioad  in  Jaekaon  oonnty,  the  aeat  of  iniquity  and  blood- 
shedt  that  the  "Mormons'*  were  erossing  the  Ifissonri,  to  take  posses- 
sion of  tiieir  lands,  and  nearly  all  theeonnty  tamed  out,  '*prei>ared  for 
war;^*  on  Saturday  and  on  Sanday  took  the  field,  near  old  MeGoe*s, 
above  Bloe;  hot  no  "Mormons"  same;  neither  did  Arthur*  go  over  to 


•  Ike  ekemaitMNe  hm  eiladed  to  It  ttwt  a  Mr.  Arthur,  a  respeetilito  and 
weatttiy  pbuitarof  day  eoaiity,  Mat  eae  cf  his  Uaek  Mmoito  iato  JaekMowmaty 
vltt  a  large  wagon  load  of  whisky,  flour  and  bacon.  After  the  servant  had  crossed 
the  rlrer.  a  stranger  rame  out  of  the  woods  and  began  to  ImrKt  open  the  barrels  and 
destroy  the  flour,  threatening  the  life  of  the  negro  if  he  should  ever  come  into  that 
•OBBty  agatai.  Mr.  Arthar,  it  isaeadlMa  to  tay,  wm  aata  aMmber  of  Hia  Ohanh  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  nor  a  member  of  any  other  religious  society.  Whether  he  waa 
token  for  a  "Mormoa"  or  aofc  dots  aot  appear.  (See  Mvniimq  amd  Monting  Star, 
Tol.  ii,  p.  319.) 
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see  about  his  "spilt  whisky/'  so  that  tlie  sceno  closed  by  burning  our 
houses,  or  many  of  them.  Our  peo{>le  liad  about  one  hundred  and 
seventy  buildings  in  Jackson,  and  a  botitire  of  nearly  all  of  theiu  at 
ODoe  made  a  light  large  enough  to  glare  ou  their  dark  deed  and  oup  of 
iniquity  running  over  at  midnight. 

The  eriau  hai  eome;  aU  who  will  not  take  op  anna  with  the  nob  and 
prepare  to  flffht  the  "Iformons,**  have  to  leare  Jaekm  eoonty.  I  nn- 
dentand  some  have  left  the  eennty,  beeanae  they  lefnaed  to  fight  an 
innoeent  people.  It  is  laid  the  mob  wilt  hold  a  "general  muter"  this 
week,  lor  the  porpOM  of  learning  who  is  who.  We  hafe  reason  to  bo- 
lieve  that  they  begin  to  slip  oyer  the  MiMoori,  and  eonunit  small  depre- 
dations  upon  our  brethren  settled  near  the  river. 

It  is  said  to  be  enough  to  shock  the  stoutest  heart  to  witness  the 
drinking,  swearing  and  ravings  of  most  of  the  mob;  nothing  but  the 
power  of  God  can  stop  them  in  their  latter-day  orusade  against  the 
Church  of  Christ. 

Our  brethren  are  very  industrious  in  putting  in  spring  crops;  and 
they  are  generally  in  good  health,  and  the  faithful  are  in  strong  hope 
of  a  glorious  hereafter. 

I  remain  yours,  etc., 

W.  W.  Philm. 

May  3. — Kirtland. 

UimOn  of  a  Gn^rvfiee  of  ih€  Eld&n  of  <Ae  Okmeh  of  Ohriit,whiehChureh 
wa$  Ofyonissd  hi  town$hip  ofFoffttU^  Smtoa  eoimly.  New  York,  cn 
tU  eth  of  April,  A.D,  1830.* 

President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  was  chosen  moderator,  and  jE*rederiok 
G.  Williams  and  Oliver  Cowdery  were  appointed  clerks. 
After  prayer,  the  conference  proceeded  to  discuss  the  subject  of 

•  The  mfaiiites  of  Ibis  eonfermiM  are  to  be  fonnd  In  the  Mvning  and  KfnUmg 

Star,  vol.  ii,  p.  868.  It  will  bo  observed  from  the  heading  that  the  Eldtrs  ansembled 
in  Die  conference  are  called  the  EUttr^  <,f  tht  Church  of  Christ.  Tliis  is  pointed  out 
in  order  that  it  may  be  aeeu  tliat  while  the  conference  adopted  the  title  "The 
Chureh  ef  the  Latlar^aj  Saiato,"  end  the  Ohetth  wm  for  ooom  yean  eeUed  by 
that  name,  it  wm  not  the  intention  to  regrerd  the  Ohoreh  any  other  than  the 
Cliuroh  of  rhrist.  In  an  editorial  upon  this  subject  in  the  May  nnnibf-r  of  th»'  Star 
[minutes  of  the  conference,  however,  designating  the  above  name  uf  the  Church 
were  not  pnbllehednnta  the  Jnly  number  of  the  Star  was  issued]  the  following  occurs 
ea  •  eeounent  upon  ttie  eetkm  of  ttila  eoaferenee:  '*It  le  aoirniore  than  four  yean 

since  thin  Church  was  organized  In  these  last  days,  and  though  the  conferences 
have  always^shown  by  their  minutex  that  tliey  tooic  no  othf-r  name  than  the  name 
of  Christ,  the  Church  has,  particularlv  abroad,  been  called  Moroiouite.'  As  the 
memben  of  thle  Chnroh  |»rofMe  a  belief  la  the  tratii  of  the  Book  of  Moraon,  tto 
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ttnd  appellations,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  Siduey  Rigdon, 
and  seconded  by  Newel  K.  Whitney,  that  this  Church  be  known  here- 
after by  the  name  of  "The  Church  of  the  Latter-day  Saints."  Remarks 
were  made  by  the  members,  aftei  which  the  motion  passed  by  unani- 
mous %^ote. 

**  Resolvfd,  that  this  conference  recoraraend  to  the  conferenoes  aud 
churches  abroad,  that  in  making  out  and  transiuittiug  minutes  of  their 
proceedings,  such  minutes  and  proceediogii  be  made  out  under  the 
ibofVB  title. 

"BeaoWed,  that  theee  minutea  be  aigned  by  the  moderator  and  eleika, 
and  pnbliiiied  in  the  Svming  «md  MomiMg  Star, 

JoBiPH  Smith,  Juk.,  Moderator. 


Fbidibick  G.  WiLLIAlia,  I  K 
OLPm  COWDBBT,  ) 


May  5. — Having  gathered  iuid  proparod  clothing  and 
other  necessaries  to  carry  to  our  l)rethren  and 
sisters,  who  had   been  robbed  and  plundered  Ji^pSTp'het' 
of  nearly  all  their  eflEects;  and  having  provided 
for  onrselves  horsoB,  and  wagons,  and  firearms, 
and  all  sorts  of  nranitions  of  war  of  the  most  portable 
d  for  self-defense— as  onr  enemies  are  thick  on  every 
hand — I  started  with  the  remainder  of  the  company  from 
Kirtland  for  Missouri.  This  day  we  went  as  far  as  the  town 
of  Streetsljorou^^h,  twenty-seven  miles  from  Ivirtland.  We 
st-aved  in  Mr.  Ford's  barn,  where  Uncle  John  Smith  and 
Brigham  Young  had  been  preaching  three  months  before. 
This  day  Brothers  Brigham  and  Joseph  Young  went  to 
Israel  Barlow* s,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  tar- 
ried over  night.  Brother  Barlow  rejourned  with  them  in  the 
morning  and  joined  tiie  camp.  Brother  Brigham  Tonng 


1,  either  oat  of  contempt  and  ridicule,  or  to  diatinguish  us  from  others,  h«ro 
▼ery  lavish  in  bentowinp  the  title  of  'Mormonite.'  Others  nmy  rail  them- 
mKw  by  their  owu,  or  by  other  names,  and  hare  the  privileKe  of  wearing  them 
wttlMOt  oar  ebaiiffiif  thon  or  ottenpling  so  lo  do;  bat  im  do  not  M««pt  fh«  abovo 
till*  [Mormonite],  nor  ahall  we  wear  It  as  our  name,  though  it  may  be  lavished 
upon  us  double  to  what  it  has  heretofore  been.  AihI  when  the  >>itt»'rnesH  of  feeling 
now  eheriiihed  in  the  bosoms  of  those  who  profess  to  be  the  followers  of  Christ, 
•galnat  the  Oboreli  of  Sm  Lattar'di^  Sat&ta,  shall  eease  to  «Klal»  and  wImb  fabrl* 
cattotw  aad  doalpiaiit  repocta  eonoemlBf  thla  aoeiety  are  no  longer  eonaldered  a 
virtue,  it  will  take  its  rank,  at  least  with  others,  and  these  sti^fmas  will  forerer 
sleep  with  their  inventors."    (JSvenittg  and  Momittg  Star,  vol.  ii,  p.  317.) 
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had  taken  the  familieB  of  Solomon  Angel  and  Loremso 
Booth  into  his  house,  that  they  might  aooompany  ub  to 
Miasonri. 

On  the  6th  we  arrived  at  New  Portage,  aboat  fifty  milea 
distance  from  Eirtland,  and  joined  our  brethren  who  had 

gone  before. 

My  company  from  Kirtland  consisted  of  about  one  hun- 
dred men,  mostly  young  men,  and  nearly  all  Elders, Priests, 
Teachers  or  Deacons.  As  our  wagons  were  nearly  filled 
with  baggage,  we  had  mostly  to  travel  ou  foot. 

On  the  7th  we  made  preparations  for  traveling,  gath- 
ered all  the  moneys  of  every  individual  of  the  company, 
and  appointed  Frederick  "WIDiams  paymaster  to  dis- 
bnrse  the  fonds  thns  collected;  and  Zenibbabel  Snow 
was  chosen  commissary  general.  The  whole  company 
now  consisted  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty 
men,  accomjtanied  by  twenty  baggage  wagons.  We 
left  but  few  men  in  Kirtland,  viz.:  Elders  Sidney  Rig- 
don,  Oliver  Cowdery,  a  few  working  on  the  Temple,  and 
the  aged. 

Throngh  the  remainder  of  this  day  I  continued  to  or- 
Or  iMUoD  S'^''^  company,  appoint  snch  other  offie- 
of  £ra?s  ^  ers  as  were  required,  and  gave  snch  instnictions 
^'"^         as  were  necessary  for  the  discipline,  order, 

comfort  and  safety  of  all  concerned.  I  also  divided  the 
whole  band  into  companies  of  twelve,  leaving  each  com- 
pany to  elect  its  own  captain,  who  assigne*!  each  mau 
in  his  respective  company  his  post  and  du.ty,  gen- 
erally in  the  following  order:  Two  cooks,  two  firemen, 
two  tent  men,  two  watermen,  one  mnner,  two  wagoners 
and  horsemen,  and  one  commissary.  We  purchased 
flour  and  meal,  baked  our  own  bread,  and  cooked  our 
own  food,  generaUy,  which  was  good,  though  sometimes 
scanty;  and  sometimes  we  had  johnny-cake,  or  corn- 
dodger, instead  of  Hour  bread.  Every  night  before  re- 
tiring to  rest,  at  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  we  V)0wed 
before  the  Lord  in  the  several  tents,  and  presented  our 
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thank- offerings  with  prayer  and  supplication;  and  at  the 
sound  of  the  morning  tnimpet,  about  four  o'clock,  every 
man  was  again  on  his  knees  before  the  Lord,  implormg 
His  blessing  for  the  day. 

On  the  8th  we  reoommenoed  our  march  towards  Zion, 
and  pitohed  onr  tents  for  the  night  in  a  beanti- 
fnl  grove  at  Ohippeway,  twelve  miles  from  Jlon-^^oiSnp! 
New  Portage. 

On  the  moriiing  of  tlie  9th  we  completed  our  organiza- 
tion by  companies  and  proceeded  onward,  and  encamped 
near  Wooster;  and  on  Saturday  the  10th,  passing  through 
Mansfield,  encamped  for  the  Sabbath  in  Richfield  town- 
ship. About  one  hour  after  we  had  encamped,  £lders 
Lyman  £.  Johnson,  Willard  Snow  and  a  number  of 
otiiers  joined  the  camp  from  the  north  part  of  Ver- 
mont. 

Sunday  11. — Elder  Sylvester  Smith  preached,  and  the 
company  received  the  Sacrament  of  bread  and  w4ne. 
Here  we  were  increased  in  number  by  eight  brethren,  in 
<;oni]>any  of  Elder  Elias  Boinier,  from  Richland  and  Stark 
<K>unties,  most  of  whom  were  Germans. 

Monday  y  May  12. — We  left  Eichfield,  traveled  about 
thirty-five  miles,  passed  the  Bucyros,  and  en- 
camped on  the  Sandnsky  plains,  at  a  short  dis-  ^^^cJSf* 
tance  from  the  place  where  the  Indians  roasted 
Oeneral  Crawford,  and  near  the  Indian  settlements. 

On  the  13th  we  passed  through  a  long  range  of  beech 
woods,  where  the  roads  W(H'(^  very  bad.  In  many  in- 
stances we  liad  to  fasten  ro])es  to  the  wagons  to  liaul  them 
out  of  tbo  sloughs  and  mud  holes.  Brother  Parley  P. 
Pratt  broke  his  harness ;  the  brethren  fast<Mied  their  rope? 
to  his  wagon,  and  drew  it  about  three  miles  to  the  place  of 
encampment  on  the  Scioto  river,  while  he  rode  singing 
iuad  whistling. 

Wednesday^  May  14, — ^We  passed  on  to  Belle  Fontaine, 
where  we  discovered  refractory  feelings  in  Sylvester 
Smith,  who  expressed  great  dissatisfaction  because  we 
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wore  short  of  bread,  although  wo  liad  used  all  dili^jeiiee 
to  proi'ure  a  supply,  and  Captain  Briijliani  Young  had 
previously  sent  two  rneu  ahead  to  provide  supplies  for  hid 
oompauy. 

Thursday  J  May  15. — We  forded  Mad  river,  and  passinur 
through  a  beaatifal  country,  encamped  a  little  west  of 
Springfield.  This  night  Moaes  Martin  fell  adeep  on  sen- 
try duty,  and  I  went  and  took  his  sword,  and  left  him 

asleep. 

Friday,  Matf  id. — About  nine  o'clock,  wliile  I  was  rid- 
ing in  a  wagon  with  Brother  llyrum,  Ezra  Thayer  and 
Georg*^  A.  Smith,  we  came  into  a  piece  of  thick  woods  of 
recent  growth,  where  1  told  them  that  I  felt  much  de- 
pressed iu  spirit  and  lonesome,  and  that  there  had  been  a 
great  deal  of  bloodshed  in  that  place,  remarking  that 
wheneyer  a  man  of  God  is  in  a  place  where  many  have 
been  killed,  he  will  feel  lonesome  and  unpleasant,  and  his 
spirits  wU]  sink. 

In  about  forty  rods  from  where  I  made  this  obserration 
we  came  through  the  woods,  and  saw  a  large  farm,  and 
there  near  the  road  on  our  left,  was  a  mound  sixty  feet 
high,  containing  human  lioncs.  This  mound  was  covered 
with  apple  trees,  and  surrounded  with  oat  fields,  the 
ground  being  level  for  some  distance  around. 

At  dinner  time  some  of  the  brethren  expressed  consid- 
erable fear  on  account  of  milk  sickness,  with  which  the 
people  were  troubled  along  our  route.   Many  were  afraid 
to  use  milk  or  butter,  and  appealed  to  me  to  know  if  it 
was  not  dangerous.  I  told  them  to  use  all  they  could  get, 
unless  they  were  told  it  was  *'sick."    Some  expressed 
fears  that  it  might  be  sold  to  us  by  our  enemies  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  us  injury.    I  told  them  not  to  fear;  that 
if  Ult^V  w<Mild  follow  my  counsel,  and  use  all  they  could 
frt>in  friend  or  enemy,  it  should  do  them  good,  and 
bo  viok  in  consequence  of  it;  and  although  we  passed 
^-^vxveh  neigbborhoods  where  many  of  the  people  and 
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cattle  were  infected  with  the  sickness,  yet  my  words  were 

fultilled. 

While  passing  through Dayton,OhiOf  great  cnriosity  was 
manifeBted,  various  reports  of  our  numbers  and  designs 
having  gone  before  us.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  inquired 
of  the  company  where  they  were  from,  when  Captain 
Young  replied:  **B*rom  every  place  but  this,  and  we  will 
soon  be  from  this."  * 'Where  are  you  goiug?"  **Tothe 
West."* 

Some  teu  or  a  dozoii  gentlemen  came  over  from  Dayton 
to  ascertain  our  numbers,  which  they  reported 
to  be  at  least  six  hundred.  These  gentlemen  ^^^dJ^. 
also  inquired  of  almost  every  man  in  the  camp 
where  he  was  from  and  where  he  was  going,  and  what 
was  his  business.  They  returned  to  Dayton  and  reported 
that  every  man  in  the  company  was  a  gentleman  and 
gave  a  respectful  answer  to  every  question  asked,  but  they 
could  not  ascertain  where  we  were  going,  or  what  was 
our  business. 

This  evening  a  conrtmartial  was  held  in  the  camp  for 
the  trial  of  Moses  Martin  for  falling  asleep  while  on 
picket  duty.   Brother  Martin  pleaded  his  own  case,  say- 

•  The  late  President  Wilford  Woodruff,  who  was  a  member  of  Zion's  Camp, 
speakiog  at  the  celebration  of  the  thirty-third  onniTerHary  (July  24,  188U,}  u£  the 
•■InuiM  of  tiM  Fkmeen  into  Sftlt  Lake  rallef ,  speokiag  ot  Zkm'a  Comp,  aald: 

'*We  were  followed  by  spies  hundreds  of  miles  to  find  out  the  object  of  our  inla- 
•ion.  We  hnd  sorae  boys  in  tiie  camp.  George  A.  Smith  was  aruont;  tlie  youoircat. 
When  they  could  ^et  him  aluoe  they  would  qaeation  him,  thinking  that  he  lookod 
greon  enoogh  for  them  to  got  what  thoy  wuitod  oat  of  him.  The  following  qneatiras 
were  frequently  put  tad  ■atweted: 

**  'My  bov,  where  aro  JOU  fVOmf 

**  'From  the  East. 

*'  *Wh«rB  are  you  goingf  * 

"  Tothe  Weat.' 

"  'What  forf 

'*  'To  aee  where  we  can  get  land  cheapest  and  best.' 

*"Wfco  leada  the  eampf ' 

'*  *Somatimae  one.  aomotimea  another.* 

*'  'What  rinme?' 

'Captain  Wallace,  Major  Bruce.  Orson  Hyde.  Jnmes  Allred,*  etc. 
«*Thia  was  about  the  information  the  apiea  obtained  from  any  of  the  camp  that 
wm  qnaatlimad."  ("Tha  Utah  Pfoneera/'  p.  18.) 
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iiig  that  he  was  overcome  with  fatigne,  and  so  overpow- 
ered that  he  could  not  keep  awake,  etc.  I  decided  that 
he  should  be  acquitto<l  with  a  warning  never  to<?o  to  sleep 
ftgam  on  watch,  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  court,  and 
^ok  occasion  from  this  circumstauce  to  give  the  breth- 
ren much  useful  instruction. 

We  forded  tl  le  Miami  river  with  our  baggage  wagons, 
The  Camp    ^^^^  mou  wading  through  the  water.  On 

bIdUQa.  ^'^^  crossed  the  state  line  of 

Ohio,  and  encamped  for  the  Sabbath  just  within 
the  limits  of  Indiana,  having  traveled  about  forty  miles 
that  day.  Our  feet  were  very  sore  and  blistered,  our 
stockings  wet  with  hlood,  the  weather  bein*?  very  warm. 
At  night  a  spy  attempted  to  get  into  our  camp,  but  was 
prevented  by  our  ^uard.  We  had  our  sentinels  posted 
every  night,  on  account  of  spies  who  were  continually 
striving  to  harass  us,  steal  our  horses,  etc. 

This  evening  there  was  a  difficulty  between  some  of  the 

Difficulties  ^'^^'^'^  Sylvester  Smith,  on  occasion  of 
Within  the  which  I  was  called  to  decide  in  the  matter, 
^•"p-  Finding  a  rebellious  spirit  in  Sylvester  Smith, 
and  to  some  extent  in  others,  I  told  them  they  would  meet 

with  misfortunes,  didiculties  and  hin<hances,  and  said, 
*'and  you  will  know  it  before  you  leave  this  ]»lace,"  ex- 
hortinic  them  to  huml)le  themselves  before  the  Lord  and 
become  united,  that  they  might  not  be  scourged.  A  very 
singular  occurrence  took  place  that  night  and  the  next 
day,  concerning  our  teams.  On  Sunday  morning,  when 
we  arose,  we  found  almost  every  horse  in  the  camp  so 
badly  foundered  that  we  could  scarcely  lead  them  a  few 
rods  to  the  water.  The  brethren  then  deeply  realized  the 
effects  of  discord.  When  I  learned  the  fact,  I  exclaimed 
to  the  bretlnen,  that  for  a  witness  that  God  overruled  and 
had  His  eye  upon  them,  all  those  who  would  humble, 
themselves  before  the  Lord  should  know  that  the  hand  of 
God  was  in  this  misfortune,  and  their  horses  should  be 
restored  to  health  immediately;  and  by  twelve  o^ clock  the 
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same  day  the  horses  were  as  nimble  as  ever,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  of  Sylvester  Smitii's, which  soon  afterwards 
died. 

Sunday,  Mai/  18, — We  had  preaching  as  usual,  and  the 
administration  of  the  Sacrament. 

About  this  time  tlie  Saints  in  Chiy  county,  Missouri, 
established  an  armory,  where  they  commeuced  manufac- 
turing swords,  dirks,  pistols,  stocking  rifles,  and  repairing 
arms  in  general  for  their  own  defense  against  mob  vio- 
lence; many  arms  were  purchased;  for  the  leading  men 
in  Clay  county  rendered  every  facility  in  their  power,  in 
order,  as  they  said,  ^*to  help  the  'Mormons'  settie  their 
own  difficulties,  and  pay  the  Jackson  mob  in  their  own 
way." 

Monday^  May  1.9. — We  traveled  thirty-one  miles  and 
encamped  in  Franklin  towusliip,  Henry  county,  in  the 
beech  woods. 

Tuesday,  May  20, — We  encamped  near  Greenfield, 
having  traveled  about  twenty-five  miles,  some  part  of  tiie 
way  being  so  bad  I  walked  over  the  tope  of  my  boots  in 
mud,  helping  to  pull  through  the  wagons  with  ropes. 

While  we  were  eating  dinner  three  gentlemen  came 
ridinff  up  on  very  fine  lookin^:  horses  and  com-  „ 

....  7  Spies  from 

menced  their  innniries  of  various  ones  concern-  the  west  in 
mg  our  traveling  in  so  large  a  body,  asking 
where  we  were  from,  and  where  we  were  going.  The  re- 
ply was  as  usual — some  from  the  state  of  Maine;  another 
would  say,  ^^I  am  from  York  state;"  some  from  Massa- 
chusetts; some  from  Ohio;  and  some  replied,  'Ve  are 
from  the  £ast,  and  as  soon  as  we  have  done  eating  dinner 
we  shall  be  going  to  the  West  again."  They  then  ad- 
dressed themselves  to  Dr.  Frederick  G.  Williams  to  see 
if  they  could  find  out  who  the  lea<ler  of  the  camp  w^as. 
The  doctor  replied,  ''We  have  no  one  in  particular." 
They  aske«l  if  we  had  not  a  g<mcral  to  take  the  lead  of  the 
company.  The  reply  was,  *'No  one  in  particular." 
''But,"  said  they,  ^^s  there  not  bome  one  among  you 
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whom  yoa  call  yonr  cuptain,  or  leader,  or  who  is  superior 
to  the  rest!"  He  answered,  '^Sometimes  one  and  some- 
times  another  takes  charge  of  tiie  company,  so  as  not  to 

throw  the  burden  upon  anyone  in  particular."  These 
spies,  wiio  had  I'oine  from  the  west,passed  us  several  times 
that  same  day  and  the  next.. 

Although  threatened  by  our  enemies  that  we  should  not 
Indianapolis  V^^^  through  Indiauapolis,  we  passed  through 
ineideai.  fc^iat  (.[fy  on  the  21st  unmolested.  All  the  inhab- 
itants were  quiet.  At  night  we  encamped  a  few  miles  west 
of  Indianapolis.  There  had  previously  been  so  many  reports 
that  we  should  never  be  permitted  to  pass  through  this 
place,  and  that  the  governor  would  have  us  dispersedfthat 
some  of  the  brethn'ii  were  afraid  that  wc  iniirht  have  diffi- 
culty there.  But  I  had  told  them,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  we  should  not  be  <listiiil)od  and  that  we  would  pass 
through  Indianapolis  without  the  people  knowing  it. 
When  near  the  place  many  got  into  the  wagons,  and, 
separating  some  little  distance,  passed  through  the  city, 
while  others  walked  down  different  streets,  leaving  the 
inhabitants  wondering  ''when  that  big  company  would 
come  along.'' 

Since  the  18th  we  had  followed  the  national  road  where 
it  was  passable,  but  frequently  we  had  to  take  by-roads 
which  were  miry  and  led  throujrh  thick  woods. 

Thursdaf/^  May  — We  enc  amped  ou  a  small  stream 
of  wati'r  in  a  grove  near  Belleville. 

Friday^  May  23, — We  enc  amped  about  four  miles  from 
Ghreencastle,  after  a  hard  drive. 

Saturday^  May  24, — We  crossed  the  Wabash  river  at 
Clinton  in  ferry  boats,  in  quick  time,  and  pushed  on  to 
the  state  line,  where  we  arrived  late  in  the  evening,  and 
encamped  in  an  oak  openinjr  in  Edprar  county,  Illinois. 

Sunday,  Mai/  2.1. — We  had  no  meetini^,  but  attended  to 
wasliinj;:,  bakimr,  and  preparimr  to  ivsunie  our 

A  Jackson       .  •        i-        •  , 

County  Spy  journey.  A  man  m  dis^-uise,  havini;  on  an 
teotmp.         sealskin  cap,  came  into  our  camp.  He  swore 
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we  were  going  up  to  Jackson  connly,  and  that  we  would 
never  get  over  the  Mississippi  river  alive.  It  was  evident 
he  was  a  spy,  and  I  recollected  having  seen  him  in  Jack- 
son county,  ^lissouri.  ' 

Monday^  May  — A  vory  hot  day.  We  traveled 
throufirh  Paris  and  across  a  sixt«^<'ii  mile  prairie;  _ 
at  noon  we  sto|»iM'd  to  l>ait  at  a  slou.i?h,  about  Bwunpie— • 
six  miles  from  tiie  timber,  having  no  water  to 
drink  luit  such  as  was  filled  with  living  animals  commonly 
cidled  wiggiers,  and  as  we  did  not  like  to  swallow  theln 
we  strained  the  water  before  using  it.  This  was  the  first 
prairie  of  any  extent  that  we  had  come  to  on  our  journey, 
and  was  a  great  curiosity  to  many  of  the  brethren.  It 
was  so  very  level  that  the  deer  miles  off  appeared  but  a 
short  distance  away;  some  ot  tiic  brethren  start^^l  out  in 
pursuit  before  they  were  ai)])ris«'d  of  tlu'ir  mistake  as  to  the 
distance.  We  continued  our  march,  pulling  our  wa^^jons 
through  a  small  creek  with  ropes,  and  came  to  the  house 
of  Mr.  Wayne,  the  only  settler  in  the  vicinity,  where  we 
found  a  well  of  water,  which  was  one  of  the  greatest  com- 
forts we  could  have  received,  as  we  were  almost  famished, 
and  it  was  a  long  time  before  we  could,  or  dared  to  satisfy 
our  thirst.  We  crossed  the  Embarras  river  and  encamped 
on  a  small  branch  of  the  same  about  one  mile  west.  In 
pitching  my  tent  we  found  three  massasaugas  or  j)rairie 
rattlesnakes,  which  the;  brethren  were  about  to  kill,  but  I 
said,  Let  them  alone — don't  hurt  them!  How  will  the 
serpent  ever  lose  its  venom,  while  the  servants  of  God 
possess  the  same  disposition,  and  continue  to  make  war 
upon  itt  Men  must  become  harmless,  before  the  brute 
creation;  and  when  men  lose  their  vicious  dispositions 
and  cease  to  destroy  the  animal  race,  the  lion  and  the 
lamb  can  dwell  together,  and  the  sucking  child  can  play 
with  the  serpent  in  safety.'*  The  brethren  took  the  ser- 
pents carefully  on  sticks  and  carried  them  aci-oss  the 
creek.  I  exhorted  the  brethren  not  to  kill  a  s»'r{n'nt,  bird, 
or  an  animal  of  any  kind  during  our  journey  unless  it 
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became  necessary  in  order  to  preserve  onrselyes  from 
hunger. 

I  had  frequently  spoken  on  this  subject,  when  on  a 
certain  occasion  1  came  up  to  the  brethren  who  were 
watching  a  sijuinM'!  on  a  tree,  and  to  provf*  them  and  to 
know  if  they  would  heed  my  counsel,  I  took  one  of  their 
guns, shot  the  squirrel  and  passed  on,  leaving  the  squirrel 
on  the  e:ronnd.  Brother  Orson  Hyde,  who  was  just  be- 
hind, picked  up  the  squirrel,  and  said,  '*We  will  cook 
this,  that  nothing  may  be  lost."  I  perceived  that  the 
brethren  understood  what  I  did  it  for,  and  in  their  prac- 
tice gave  more  heed  to  my  precept  than  to  my  example, 
which  was  right. 

This  eveninjj:  Brother  Parley  P.  Pratt  and  Amasa  Ly- 
man returned  from  the  Eugene  branch,  Indiana  (where 
I  had  sent  them),  with  a  compauy  of  about  a  doa^n 
men. 

The  reports  of  mobs  which  were  continually  sahitinia: 
A  ciai  to    our        caused  the  brethren  to  be  constantly 
alive  to  the  subject,  and  about  eleven  o'clock 
this  evening  our  picket  guards  reported  that  they  saw  the 
fires  of  the  mob  on  the  southeast  of  us.   I  instantly  arose 
and  discovered  the  mistake;  but  wishing  the  brethren  to 
enjoy  the  scene  as  well  as  myself,  immediately  discharircjl 
my  gun,  which  was  a  signal  to  call  all  men  to  arms. 
"When  the  companies  were  all  paraded  and  ready  for  bat- 
tle, 1  pointed  them  to  the  reflection  of  the  rising  moon 
resting  on  points  of  timber  in  the  east,  which  gave  the 
appearance  of  the  reflection  of  the  light  of  a  number  of 
camp  fires.   The  scenery  was  most  delightful,  and  was 
well  worth  the  trouble  of  any  man  rising  from  his  couch 
to  witness,  who  had  never  seen  the  like  on  the  broad 
prairie  before.    This  circumstance  proved  that  nearly 
every  man  in  th«'  camj)  was  rea<ly  for  battle,  except  Dean 
Gould,  who  was  not   l>aj)tiz<^d,  and  Captain  .lazeniah  B. 
Smith,  who  was  suddenly  taken  with  the  colic,  and  did 
not  leave  his  tent.  The  whole  incident  was  very  amusing. 
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TueMlajf,  May  27. — ^Notwithstanding  our  enemiea  were 
continually  breathing  threats  of  violence,  we  did  not  fear, 
neither  did  we  hesitate  to  prosecnte  onr  jonr- 
ney,  for  God  was  with  ns,  and  His  angels  went  fi,"/^l^p 
before  us,  and  the  faith  of  our  little  band  was 
unwavoring.  We  know  that  augels  were  our  companions,, 
lor  we  saw  them.  * 

We  arrived  at  the  Okaw  branch  of  the  Kaskaskia, 
where  we  found  log  canoes,which  we  lashed  together,  and 
ferried  oar  baggage  across  the  stream.  We  then  swam, 
our  horses  and  wagons,  and  when  arrived  at  the  opposite 
shore,  the  brethren  fastened  ropes  to  the  wagon  tongues 
and  helped  the  teams  ont  of  the  water  and  np  the  steep, 
miry  banks.  Some  of  the  brethren  felled  a  tall  tree 
across  the  river,  on  whi»'h  they  ])assed  over,  and  earried 
some  of  their  baggage  on  their  Iwu'ks.  Wliil<'  we  were 
passing  over,  George  A.  Smith  discovered  a  spring  that 
with  a  little  digging  furnished  us  with  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  excellent  water,  which  afterwards  received  the 
name  of  ^^the  Mormon  Spring/'  This  afternoon.  Elder 
Solomon  Hnmphreys,  an  aged  brother  of  the  camp. 


*  On  this  poiDt  Elder  Parley  P.  Pratt,  in  his  Autobiography,  relates  a  most  int«r- 
Mlteff  iaeldABt.  Sld«r  Pntt  WM  ehlefly  engaged  M  a  neraltlnf  <^e«r  alo&r  th* 
line  of  the  camp's  nftreh,  and  would  fall  in  with  the  camp  from  time  to  time,  with 
a<Mitional  BOB,  anis,  atores,  moneyt       m  ^portanlljr  afforded.  And  now  hla 

story : 

**Ob  mm  aaoaslMi,  I  had  traToled  aU  night  to  orortaka  tho  oamp  with  aomo  man 
and  meana,  and  haring  breakfaatad  with  them  and  changad  luiraao,  f  again  started 

ah'  it'!  on  »'T[>rr"'»«  to  visit  other  brani-Jn  -^  ruiri  do  J>n ^inf-i-:,  to  ncriiin  overtake  thcra. 
At  Duou  i  had  turned  my  horse  loose  from  the  carriage  Ui  feed  ou  the  grass  in  the 
nldat  of  a  broad  laval  plain.  No  habitation  was  near;  stillness  and  repose  reigned 
arooad  ma;  I  aaak  down  ovarpoworad  in  a  daap  alaap,  and  ailght  hava  lain  In  a 
state  of.olilivion  till  the  shades  of  ni;rht  hud  gathered  around  me, so  completely  was 
I  exhausted  for  want  of  uleep  and  rent;  but  1  had  only  »U*|>t  a  fc^w  moiiientH  till  the 
horse  had  graced  sufficiently,  when  a  voice,  more  loud  and  shrill  than  1  had  ever 
baioffa  haaid,  fall  on  mj  aar  and  thrillad  through  arary  part  of  my  oyatam;  it  said: 
'Parlay,  it  is  time  to  l}0  up  and  on  your  Journey.'  In  the  twinkling  of  nn  eye  I  was 
perf<H?tIy  aronsed:  T  Rpran^to  inv  feet  so  Middenly  that  I  could  not  recollect  where 
I  was  or  what  was  before  me  to  perform.  I  related  the  circumstance  afterwards 
to  BrottMT  /oaaph  Smith,  and  he  bora  taattaaony  that  it  waa  tha  angal  of  tiia  Lord 
who  went  before  the  cam]<.  wlio  found  me  overpowered  with  alecpf  akd  thna  awoka 
ma."   (AatoMofiaphy  of  Parley  F.  Pratt,  pp.  182, 18S.) 
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having  become  ezceecUngly  weary,  lay  down  on  the  prairie 
to  rest  himself,  and  fell  asleep.  When  he  awoke  he  saw, 
eoiled  up  within  one  foot  of  his  head,  a  rattlesnake  lying 
between  him  and  his  hat,  which  he  had  in  his  hand  when 

he  fell  asleep.  The  biethren  frathered  aronnd  ljiin,sa\  iDg-, 
*'It  is  a  rattlesnake,  let  us  kill  it;"  )»ut  Brother  IIumi)h- 
reys  said,  ''No,  I'll  protect  him;  you  shau't  hurt  him, 
for  he  and  I  have  had  a  good  nap  together/' 

Wednesday,  May  28, — We  passed  on  as  usual,  except 
8uff<'ring  much  from  want  of  water  and  provisions;  and 
arrived  at  Decatur  township.  We  encamped  on  a  amall 
stream  of  water,  and  here  one  of 'Brother  Tanner's  horses 
died. 

Thursday,  May  39, — Having  to  buy  a  horse,  we  were 
€«mp Direr-  detained  until  nodv  noon.  There  was  some 
•loni.  nnuTnuriui;  among  th(*  brethren,  many  wishing 

to  Lro  on  and  not  tarry  with  the  rest  of  the  company  tor 
the  day,  and  some  were  already  started.  1  sent  for  them 
to  return  and  collected  the  whole  company  together,  and 
instructed  them  not  to  scatter.  I  told  them  if  they  went 
ahead  of  the  camp  in  a  scattered  condition  they  would 
become  weary,  lie  down  on  the  ground  when  their  blood 
was  heated,and  they  would  be  liable  to  take  diseaseSySneh 
as  fever  and  ague,  which  are  prevalent  in  this  climate. 
They  would  also  be  in  danger  of  being  killed  by  an  enemy, 
and  none  of  us  be  the  wiser  for  it. 

I  tlien  proposed  for  a  diversion  that  we  divide  the 
oamp  into  three  parts  and  have  a  sham  battle,  which  wa^ 
agreed  to.  Brother  Roger  Oiton  led  one  division,  Fred- 
erick G.  Williams  another  division,  while  I  remained  in 
the  oamp  with  the  thud  division.  They  retued  to  the 
woods  witli  their  divisions,  and  soon  attacked  the  oamp, 
whioh  we  defended  by  various  maneuvers  for  some  time. 
Many  of  our  captains  showed  consideraV)le  tact  and  more 
Hi'quamlaiice  with  military  matters  than  I  ha«l  expected. 
Everything  passed  off  with  good  feelings,  although  Cap- 
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tainHeber  G.  Kimball,  in  receiving  a  eharge,  grasped  Cap- 
tain Lewis  Zobriski's  sword,and  in  endeavoring  to  take  it 
from  him,  had  the  skin  cut  from  the  palm  of  his  hand. 
After  the  sham  batth?  was  over,  I  called  the  caiiii)  to- 
gether and  cautioned  tlie  nieu  to  be  careful  in  the  future 
aiul  control  their  spirits  in  such  circumstances  so  as  never 
to  injure  each  other. 

We  traveled  across  the  prairie  and  encamped  in  a  strip 
of  timber.  When  we  stopped  to  dine,  I  wroto  a  letter  to 
the  brethren  in  Missonri,  dated  '^Gamp  of  Israel,  "request- 
ing some  of  them  to  meet  ns  as  soon  as  possible  and  give  me 
information  of  the  state  of  things'in  Upper  Missouri,  and 
sent  the  letter  to  Springfield  post  office  by  Dr.  Frederick 
G.  Williams. 

At  this  place  I  discovered  that  a  part  of  my  company 
liad  been  served  with  sour  bread,  while  I  had  received 
good,  sweet  bread  from  the  same  cook.  I  reproved 
Brother  Zebedee  Coltrin  for  this  partiality,  for  X  wanted 
my  brethren  to  fare  as  well  as  I  did. 

The  same  day  (May  29th)  the  brethren  in  ['j-Jf.J^^j^",^^ 
Clay  county  wrote  the  following  letter  to  his  J^'^^^gg^^* 
EzceUency  Daniel  Dunklin :  «id  «h«  Mob. 


Liberty,  Mtssouri,  May  29,  1834. 

8lB — ^Your  communication  to  us  of  May  2n(l.  <-ontaiaui^  or  enoIosiziK 
an  order  on  Colonel  8.  D.  Lucas  for  the  arms  which  were  forcibly  taken 
from  us  last  Xovember,  was  reciMved  on  the  15th  instant,  and  tlie  order 
forwartU'd  to  f^olonel  Lucas  at  Indepen lence,  on  tlx^  17t!i.  f^nviucj  him 
thf  priviletro  of  returninj^  our  anus  at  <»iie  of  the  several  ferries  in  this 
county.  His  reply  to  tlie  order  was,  that  he  would  write  what  lie  would 
do  by  the  next  mail,  May  22nd.  But  as  he  ha.s  removed  to  Lexington 
without  writing,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  knew  whether  he  means  to  delay 
returning  them  for  a  season,  or  entirely  refuse  to  rssfore  them. 

At  any  rata,  the  ezoitement,  or  rather  spite,  of  the  mob,  nma  so  high 
aipiiiiBt  our  people,  that  we  think  best  to  request  your  Sxeelleney  to 
httfe  said  ama  returned  through  theageney  of  Colonel  Alien  or  Captain 
Atehiaon.  Beport  says  tbe  arms  wiU  not  be  returned,  and  muoh  ezer- 
tion  is  making  by  the  mob  to  prevent  our  return  to  our  possessions  in 
Jaekion  eounty.  We  also  understand  that  the  mob  is  employing  oer- 
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tain  inflnontial  pfentlemen  to  write  to  your  Excellency,  to  persnnde  q» 
to  compromise  our  matters  in  difference  with  the  Jackson  mob,  and 
probably  dteide  Jackson  countif.    We  ask  for  our  rights  and  no  more. 

BetpeetfuUy,  your  EzeeUea^'i  aerraata, 

(Signed)  W.  W.  Phelps. 

Algernon  S.  Oilbe&t, 
John  Cobrill, 
Bdwabd  Pastridob. 

JbViday,  May  30. — Frederick  G.  Williams  and  Almon 
pMsageof  Babbitt*  went  ahead  of  the  camp  into 

Springfield*^*'  Spriii«j:(iol<l  ill  disguise,  to  learn  tln^  fueling  of 
Illinois.  the  peoplo  and  proeure  some  p<)W«ler.  We 
passed  through  Spriiigtield ;  our  appearance  excited  con- 
siderable curiosity,  and  a  great  many  questions  were 
asked.  The  spies  who  had  followed  us  so  long  pursued 
ns  very  closely,  changing  their  dress  and  horses  several 
times  a  day. 

Brother  Eleazer  Miller  with  others  joined  the  company 
with  three  horses  about  noon,  a  little  east  of  Rochester. 

This  reinforcenu'iit  was  very  seasonable,  as  niauy  of  our 
horses  were  atllictcd,  as  they  very  frequently  are  in 
chanixiiiLC  country,  climate  and  food.  Many  of  the  horses 
alter  eating  the  dry  corn  and  prairie  «::rass  would  be  seized 
with  colic  and  bloat  very  badly.  Brother  Ezra  Thayre 
administered  medicine  mixed  in  a  quart  stone  bottle, 
prepared  as  follows:  A  threepenny  paper  of  tobacco,  half 
an  ounce  of  copperas  and  two  table-spoonsfull  of  cayenne 
pe]>per,  and  the  bottle  filled  with  water  when  he  could 
not  procure  whisky.  One-half  of  a  bottle  constituted  a 
dose,  and  would  almost  invariably  cure  a  sick  horse  in  a 
few  minutes,  and  is  worthy  of  remembrance.  Brother 
Thayre  called  bis  medicine  "18  by  24.'' 

We  encamped  al)out  three  miles  trom  8pringhcld  on 
Spring  Creek.   Frederick  G.  Williams  and  Almon  W. 

•  Almon  W.  Babliltftwn'4  i>'>rn  October  1«  1819|  1b  Bwkshlf*  ooaaty»  IbM.  Ha 
WM  the  son  ol  In  Md  Naucjr  Babbitt. 
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Babbitt  returned  to  the  camp  with  two  kegs  of  powder,  and 
reported  that  the  people  were  somewhat  excited,  more  how- 
ever from  a  earioeity  to  know  where  we  were  going  than 
firom  a  desire  to  hinder  us.  A  brother  came  to  see  us  with 
the  news  that  my  brother  Hyrum  had  itassed  on  west  the 
day  before  with  a  company,  about  fifty  miles  north  of  us, 
saying,  *'he  has  a  tin*'  company,  and  they  all  look  mighty 
j)cri.^^  I  ask'pd  him  to  aei*oni])any  us  to  Missouri,  l)ut  he 
replied,  "1  cannot."  He  wont  and  stayed  at  a  tavern 
over  night  with  the  spies, who  said  they  followed  us  three 
hundred  miles  on  purpose  to  take  some  advantage 
of  us. 

Satwrday^  May  31, — ^In  the  morning  this  brother  came 
to  me  and  said:      would  be  mighty  glad  to  ^^^^^ 
go  with  you,  but  my  business  is  such  I  cannot.  JaektonrUto, 

Will  a  hundred  dollars  do  you  any  good?"  I 
replied,  "Yes,  it  will,  for  we  are  short  of  money."  He 
immediately  remounterl  his  horse  and  rode  to  Springfield, 
and  within  an  hour  alter  tlie  camp  liad  started  he  re- 
tamed  and  said  to  me:  am  mighty  sorry  I  cannot  go 
with  you.  Here  is  a  hundred  dollars,  and  if  I  had  had  a 
few  days'  notice  I  could  have  got  more." 

At  noon  we  halted  for  dinner.  A  man,  apparently 
drunk,  came  to  the  camp  and  said  he  had  a  large  farm 
and  forty  cows  a  little  way  ahead,  and  if  we  would  go 
there,  he  would  give  us  all  we  wanted  to  eat  and  drink, 
feed  our  horses,  etc.  But  1  soon  discoveied  tiiat  he  was 
more  sober  than  drunk,  and  that  he  was  |)rol)al>]y  a  spy. 

Near  night  we  arrived  at  a  small  stream  of  water  about 
one  mile  from  Jacksonville, where  we  found  a  pawpaw  bush 
in  the  road,  which  had  been  dropped  by  Dr.  Fi  •deriek  G. 
Williams  as  a  signal  for  us  to  camp.  I  had  sent'  Dr. 
WilliamuB  forward  in  the  morning  on  horseback  to  select 
a  camp  ground  and  watch  the  movements  of  our  enemies. 
We  pitched  our  tents  in  the  place  he  had  selected. 

Agreeable  to  my  instructions,  about  sunset  Brotlier 
Boger  Ortou  proclaimed  aloud  that  there  would  be 
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preacliiii^j:  under  the  trees  within  the  camj)  at  lialf-|wist 
ten  o'clock  on  the  morrow.  There  was  only  one  strani<-er 
in  the  eamp  to  hear  the  appointment.  Dr.  Williams 
had  gone  on  to  Jacksonville  with  his  pill  bags  to  spend  the 
night. 

Sunday^  June  i. — ^We  had  prea45hingy  and  many  of  the 
.  „   „     inhabitants  of  the  town  came  to  hear.  Elder 

A  Puzsling     _  ^  _ 

John  Carter,  who  had  formerly  been  a  Bi^tist 

preacher,  spoke  in  the  morning,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  four  other  Elders  in  the  course  of  the  day,  all 
of  whom  liad  formerly  been  preachers  for  different  de- 
nominations. When  the  inhabitants  heard  these  Elders 
they  appeared  much  interested,  and  were  very  desirous 
to  know  who  we  were,  and  we  told  them  one  had  been  a 
Baptist  preacher,  and  one  a  Gampbellite;  one  a  Beformed 
Methodist,  and  another  a  Bestorationer.  During  the  day 
many  questions  were  asked,  but  none  could  leam  our 
names,  professions,  business,  or  deednation;  and,  al- 
though they  suspected  we  were  * 'Mormons,  they  were 
very  civil.* 

*  In  addition  to  conflnnlng  the  abore  namtiTe  of  the  mttImb  ob  June  1,  Elder 
Heb«r  0.  Kimball.  In  hU  jounial,  adds  aoma  rwy  intanattng  datalla.  aa  MIowa: 

**C»n  Sunday,  June  1.  wp  prfM<'lu<l  all  day.  and  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
town  came  out  to  hear.  Hrotlier  .lolm  Carter  preached  in  the  moniinjr.  By  tliin 
time  the  inhabitants  began  to  tlock  down  in  companies  to  hear  preaching,  as  they 
mdaratood  wa  wara  profaaaora  of  rallgimi  and  had  had  a  meatliif  fa  thanoratofr. 
Brother  Joseph  then  propo<>ed  that  aonia  of  the  l>ret)i  ren  sliould  set  furtli  "litTiTeiit 
portion-^  of  i)h'  (MiMpel  in  their  discourses,  as  held  hy  tlie  rclierious  world.  He  called 
upon  Itruther  Joseph  Young  to  preach  upon  the  principle  of  free  salvation.  Uetbea 
oallad  upon  BrtKham  Yooaf  to  speak,  who  sat  forth  hapttam  aa  essaatial  to  aalT»> 
tlon.  Ha  was  followed  by  Hr.)tlier  Or«on  Hvde,  who  proved  by  the  scriptures  thai 
baptism  wn"*  for  t>ie  remission  of  sinn.  He  next  called  upon  Brother  Lyman  E. 
Johnson,  who  spoke  at  some  length  upon  the  necessity  of  men  being  upright  in 
tfaalr  walk,  and  keeping  tha  SaLlnth  day  holy.  Ha  than  oallad  vpon  Biolhair  Orson 
Piatt,  who  dalfrered  an  excellent  dlseonraa  on  tha  prlnelpla  of  tiie  final  raatotmtloB  of 
all  thinfrs.  The  services  of  tha  day  were  conr  ltirled  by  a  powerful  exhortation  from 
Eleazer  Miller.  •  •  •  After  the  day's  services  were  over  at  thia 
place,  many  strangers  were  In  our  camp  making  remarks  upon  the  preaching  which 
they  had  heard.  They  said  Brothar  Josaph  Toong,  by  hia  preaehlng,  ttiay  ahoald 
judge  w  ii«>  a  Methodist.  They  thmi^rht  Brother  Brigham  Yonng  WSa  a  close  com- 
munion Baptist.  Brother  Orson  Hyde  they  supposed  was  a  Campbellite  or  Re- 
formed Baptist.  Brother  Lyman  E.  Johnson  they  supposed  watt  a  h'reiibyteriaa, 
and  Brother  Oraon  Pratt  a  Raatoratlonar.  Thay  Inquired  If  we  all  btfonged  to 
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Our  enemies  had  threatened  that  we  should  not  cross- 
the  lllmois  river,  but  on  ^fonday  the  2ud  we  were  ferried 
over  without  any  difficulty.  The  ferryman  counted,  and 
declared  there  were  five  hundred  of  us,yetoiir  true  number 
was  only  about  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Our  company  had 
been  increased  since  our  departure  from  KirQand  by  vol- 
nnteers  from  different  branches  of  the  Church  thix>ugh 
which  we  had  passed.  We  encamped  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  until  Tuesday  the  3rd. 

Dnriiie:  our  travels  we  visited  several  of  the  mounds 
which  liad  been  thrown  up  by  the  ancient  in-  ,p^^  Findinf 
habitants  of  this  country — Nephites,  Laman-  ^^'^'p**- 
ites,  etc.,  and  this  morning  I  went  up  on  a  high  mound, 
near  the  riyer»  accompanied  by  the  brethren.  From  this 
moond  we  could  overlook  the  tops  of  the  trees  and  view 
the  prairie  on  each  side  of  the  river  as  far  as  our  vision 
oonld  extend,  and  the  scenery  was  truly  delightful. 

On  the  top  of  the  mound  were  stones  which  presented 
the  appearance  of  three  altars  having  been  erected  one 
above  the  other,  according  to  the  ancient  order;  and  the  re- 
mains of  bones  were  strewn  over  the  surface  of  the  ground. 
The  brethren  procured  a  shovel  and  a  hoe,  and  removing 
the  earth  to  the  depth  of  about  one  foot,  discovered  the 
skeleton  of  a  man,  almost  entirci  and  between  his  ribs  the 
stone  point  of  a  Lamanitish  arrow,  which  evidently  pro- 
duced his  death.  Elder  Burr  Biggs  retained  the  arrow. 
The  contemplation  of  the  scenery  around  us  produced 
peculiar  sensations  in  onr  l>osonis ;  and  subsequently  the 
visions  of  the  past  being  oj^Mied  to  my  understanding  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Almighty,  I  disoover«'d  that  the  person 
whose  skeleton  we  had  seen  was  a  white  Lamanite,  a 
large,  tiiick-set  man,  and  a  man  of  God.  His  name  was 
Zelph.  He  was  a  warrior  and  chieftain  under  the  great 
prophet  Onandagus,  who  was  known  from  the  eastern  sea 


d*»nominHtinn.  The  answer  wa».  Wo  irerf  some  of  us  Baptists,  >5onie  Methodists, 
some  PresbytDrians,  Home  Campbeilitea,  and  tome  Kestoratioaers."  {Tim^t  and 
Bmnm,  ^h/L  vi,  pp.  772-3). 
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to  the  RoL'ky  mountains.  The  curse  was  taken  from 
Zelph,  or,  at  least,  in  part — one  of  his  thigh  bones  was 
broken  by  a  stone  Hung  from  a  s1ing,while  in  battle,  yean 
before  his  death.  He  was  killed  in  battle  by  the  arrow 
found  among  his  ribs,  during  a  great  struggle  with  the 
Lamanites.* 

While  we  were  refreshing  ourselves  and  teams  about 

the  middle  of  the  day  [June  3rd],  I  got  np  on  a 
▲  PiopliMf.  ^^..j^^^^j^  wheel,  ealled  tiie  people  together,  ami 

said  that  I  would  deliver  a  prophecy.  After  giving  the 
brethren  nuich  good  advice,  exhorting  them  to  faithful- 
ness and  humility,  I  said  the  Lord  had  revealed  to  me 
that  a  scourge  would  come  upon  the  camp  in  consequence 
of  the  fractious  and  unruly  spirits  that  appeared  among 
them,  and  they  should  die  like  sheep  with  the  rot;  still,  if 
they  would  repent  and  humble  themselves  before  the 
Lord,  the  soourge,  in  a  great  measure,  might  be  turned 
away;  but,  as  the  Lord  lives,  the  members  of  this  camp 
will  suffer  for  giving  way  to  their  unruly  temper. t 

Wlien  w«'  arrived  at  Atlas,  I  had  a  conversation  with 
Colonel  Ross,  a  wealthv  gentleman  of  the  neigh- 

Propositlon  7.0  o 

of  Colonel    borhood,  who  gave  us  a  flattering  account  of 


the  country,  and  wished  to  employ  one  hundrr  d 
men,  for  which  he  proposed  to  make  ready  payment.  He 
wanted  brickmakers,  builderst  etc. 

Here  our  commissary  purchased  twenty-five  gallons  of 
honey^at  twenty-five  cents  im-  gallon,  and  a  dosen  Mis* 

•  According  to  Elder  KimbaH's  journal,  th<»  ffu'ts  oonrerninp  the  person  whos© 
bones  had  been  found  in  the  mound  were  not  revealed  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  until 
the  e«mp  had  departed  from  the  nomid.  He  say ■ ; 

"While  on  Qfiir  w»7  we  felt  anztons  to  know  who  the  povoon  wm  who  had  been 

killed  by  the  arrow.  It  was  nindc  kimwri  to  .Tosoph  that  he  had  hwn  an  nfncerwL«> 
fell  in  battle  in  the  last  destruction  auiouK  the  LamauiteH,  and  h'i»  name  was  Zclph. 
Tbi.s  caused  us  to  rejoice  much,  to  think  that  Uod  was  ao  mindful  of  us  as  to  show 
theae  thlnga  to  Hie  aerrant.  Brother  Joaeph  had  taHinlred  of  the  Lord,  and  It  wao 
Bade  known  Ui  a  Tlakm."  (2^«m  and  i9MMMW,  vol.  Ti.  p.  788). 

t  Elder  Heber  C.  Kimball  eorroboratea  thla  prediction  of  the  8rd  of  June,  doaing 

hi«  roferenee  to  it  in  his  journal  in  these  words:  '*WhIeh  (predicted  calamity) 
afterwardH  actually  did  talte  piace,  to  the  sorrow  of  Hie  brethren."  {Tinua  a$td 
JSeatont,  vol.  rl,  p.  788). 
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souri  cured  hams,  which  proved  to  have  been  a  little  in- 
jured on  the  outside.  There  not  being  enough  to  supply 
one  for  every  company,  my  company  agreed  to  do  with- 
out. Our  supper  consisted  of  mush  and  honey,  as  we  had 
been  unable  to  procure  flour  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
mills.  After  the  fatigues  of  the  day  it  hardly  satisfied 
huTiiror;  but  when  wo  had  finished,  some  six  of  the  hams 
were  l)ioni!:ht  to  our  tent  door  and  thrown  down  in  anger, 
the  renuiriv  boiui;,  ''We  don't  eat  stinking  meat/'  I 
called  on  Brother  Zebedee  Coltrin,  our  cook,  and  told 
him  to  be  quick  and  fry  some  ham,  as  I  had  not  had  my 
hunger  fairly  allayed  for  forty-eight  hours.  He  imme- 
diately commenced  cooking  the  ham,  and  for  once  my 
company  feasted  to  their  full  satisfaction. 

We  had  just  retired  to  rest  when  the  picket  guard  an- 
nounced Luke  S.  Johnson.    He  came  into  our  „ 

Report  of 

camp  ancl  made  his  report.    He  had  visited  a  i-uke  s. 

...  Johnson. 

number  of  mfhiential  men,  anionic  tlie  i-est  a 

ikii)tist  minister,  who  expressed  great  anxiety  that  our 
company  should  be  stopped,  and  went  to  a  magistrate  to 
inquire  if  there  was  not  some  law  or  pretext  for  stopping 
us.  He,  the  priest,  said  to  the  magistrate,  **That  com- 
pany march  and  have  guns  like  an  army.  They  pitch 
their  tents  by  the  side  of  the  road;  they  set  out  guards, 
and  let  nobody  pass  into  Uieir  camp  in  the  night ;  and  they 
are  Mormons,  and  I  believe  they  are  going  to  kill  the 
people  up  in  Jackson  county,  Missoui-i,  and  retake  their 
hinds."  The  magistrate  replied,  "If  you  were  traveling, 
and  did  not  wish  to  put  up  at  public  houses,  or  there 
were  none  in  the  country,  would  you  not  camp  by  the 
road  side  in  a  tentf  And  if  you  were  afraid  that  your 
horses  and  property  would  be  stolen  in  a  strange  country, 
would  you  not  watch  and  keep  guards?"  "Why,  yes," 
said  the  priest;  "but  they  are  Mormons!"  "Well,  I 
can't  hear  but  they  mind  their  own  business,  and  if  you 
and  this  stranger  [meaning  Luke  S.  dolmson]  will  mind 
your  own  business,  everything  will  be  riglit."  This  Bap- 
e  Vol  XI 
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tist  prieet  treated  Brother  Luke  8.  Johnson  with  great 
politeness.   He  gave  him  his  dinner,  his  wife  washed  his 

stockings ;  he  gave  him  letters  of  introduction  to  men  in 
JiU'kson  county,  aiid  dclivored  to  his  charge  some  letlt-rs 
which  he  had  received  from  Jackson  unity,  which 
Brother  Luke  brought  irto  the  camp.  He  also  stated 
that  he  had  seen  a  man  that  morning  who  informed  him 
that  four  hundred  men  were  in  readiness  on  the  Missouri 
side,  with  ten  hours'  notice,  to  use  up  all  the  eamp,  and 
he  was  on  his  way  to  give  them  the  notice. 

A  little  before  midnight  we  heard  several  guns  fired 
A  False  to  west  of  us,which  appeared  to  be  answered 
by  one  directly  east.  There  was  no  settlement 
west  of  us  neaicr  than  the  state  of  Missouri.  This  ap- 
pearing so  nmch  like  a  signal,  in  addition  to  the  many 
threats  of  our  being  attacked  on  crossing  the  Mississippi, 
I  considered  sufficient  cause  of  alarm  to  put  out  a  double 
picket  guard  and  put  the  camp  in  a  state  of  defense,  so 
that  every  man  might  be  ready  at  a  moment's  notice.  It 
however  proved  to  be  a  false  alarm.* 

Continuing  our  journey  on  the  4th,  we  encamped  on  the 
bank?  of  the  Mississippi  river.  At  this  place  we  were 
somewhat  alllicted,  and  our  <*ncmies  strongly  threatened 
that  wc  should  not  cross  over  into  ^lissouri.  The  river 
being  a  mile  and  a  half  wide,  and  having  but  one  ferry 
boat,  it  took  two  days  for  us  to  pass  over.t  While  some 
were  ferrying,  others  were  engaged  in  hunting,  fishing, 

•  Of  tills  IneldtBt  abont  tii«  Mng  of  the  gout  on  th«  3rd,  Elder  Kimlwll,  in  tils 

joaraal.  Kays:  "Thero  wn.><  a  ^rcal  <-\rit«ment  in  the  countfj  tturOQgh  wUeh  we  had 
passed,  ami  also  ahcnd  of  us;  tin-  iiihIi  ihrfntoni'd  to  stop  us.  Oiins  wcrt*  fired  in 
almost  all  directiouH  through  the  ui^ht.  Brother  Joseph  did  not  sleep  much,  if 
any,  bnt  wm  thnra^  tbeeamp  pretty  maeh  during  the  night." 

t  This  account,  giT«B  under  date  of  the  4th  of  June,  reallj  eorets  both  the  4th 
and  nth,  and  the  journey  was  made  from  Atlas  to  tin-  Missouri  xide  of  the  Missis- 
sippi during  the  two  days,  the  4th  and  5th.  While  encamped  on  Suye  island, 
the  brethren  manifested  a  disposition  to  scatter  through  the  woods  for  hunting, 
<*bat  I  adrised  Ihem  to  fhe  eontnry,*'  said  the  prophet.  He  then  eontfaraee: 
"Some  of  the  brethren  went  on  to  the  sand  bar  and  got  a  quantity  of  turtles* 
eirKs,  a**  they  Hupj)osed.  I  told  them  they  were  snakes'  etrtrs,  and  they  must  not 
eat  them;  but  some  of  them  thought  they  kncvr  more  about  it  thau  1  did,  and  atiU 
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etc.  x\s  we  arrived,  we  encamped  on  the  bank,  within 
the  limits  of  Missouri. 

While  at  this  place,  Sylvester  Smith  rebelled  against 
the  order  of  the  company,  and  gave  vent  to  his  feelings 
against  myself  in  particular.  This  was  the  first  outbreak 
of  importance  which  had  occurred  to  mar  our  peace  since 
we  commenced  our  journey.* 

persiHtni  thf  y  wt  rf  turtlen'  efrt,'".  I  Hai«l  they  weri'  snakps'  egfirs — fut  snakes' egpi, 
will  youi  The  man  that  eats  them  will  be  sorry  fur  it;  you  will  be  sick.  Notwith- 
•taadiiig  all  I  said,  sareiBl  bretbrm  ato  them,  and  wera  aiek  all  the  day  aftar  ik" 

*  Of  Sylvo8ter  Smith');  rohcllion  against  the  order  of  the  eamp,  Blder  Kimhalli 
in  his  journal,  rt-lntciii  th*'  following  interesting  circnmstnnces : 

"When  we  had  all  got  over  [the  Mississippi],  we  camped  about  one  mile  back 
fron  ttie  Ulfle  town  of  Lonlaiana,  in  a  beanttfol  oak  giove,  whleh  la  Immediately 
on  the  bank  of  the  rirer.  At  this  plaee  there  were  some  feelings  of  hostility  manl- 
fcHtod  a?niii  hy  Sylvest»-r  Smith,  in  fonsequence  of  a  dog  growlinpr  at  him  while  he 
was  marchinK  his  company  up  to  the  camp,  he  being  the  last  that  came  over  the 
river.  The  aast  morning  Brother  Joe^h  told  the  eamp  that  he  wonld  deeeend  to 
1h»  a^fH  tfiat  erae  manlfeated  by  aome  of  ttw  brethren,  to  let  them  aee  the  ftilly  of 

their  wickednp'»5.  He  rove  up  and  commenced  speaking  by  saying.  'If  anv  man  in- 
snlts  me,  or  abu.ses  lue.  I  will  stand  in  my  own  defense  at  the  expense  of  my  life; 
and  if  a  dog  growls  at  me,  I  will  let  him  know  that  I  am  his  master.'  At  this  mo> 
ment  Syhreater  Smith,  Vho  bad  ^at  returned  flrom  where  he  had  tnmed  ont  hia 
horses  to  feed,  came  tip.  and  hearing  Brother  Joseph  make  those  remarks,  s-'d, 
'If  that  dog  bites  me,  I'll  kill  him.*  Brother  Joseph  turned  to  Rylve'itt  r  and  '.d, 
'if  you  kill  that  dog,  I'll  whip  you,' and  then  went  on  to  show  the  brethren  Itow 
wieked  and  nndirlatlaaUke  eneh  eondnet  appeared  before  the  eyee  of  truth  and 
Jnatlee." 
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CHAPTER  VI. 
zion's  camp  in  MISSOURI— letters  op  govkrnob  dunkun 

AND  OTU£KiS. 

The  Eiders  in  Clay  oounty  wrote  Governor  Dunklin  as 
follows: 

LiBiBTT,  Jane  6, 

Dear  Sir — ^We  think  the  time  is  ja»t  at  hand  when  our  society  will 
be  glad  to  arail  tltemMlves  of  the  proteotion  of  &  military  Roard,  that 
they  may  return  to  Jaekaon  county.  We  do  not  now  know  the  pteeiie 
day,  bat  Mr.  Reese  gives  his  opinion,  that  there  woold  be  no  im- 
propriety  in  petitioning  yonr  Ezeeliency  for  an  order  on  the  com* 
manding  offioer,  to  be  sent  by  retom  mail,  that  we  might  have  it  in  our 
hands  to  present  when  our  people  get  ready  to  start.  If  this  should 
meet  ynuT  approbation,  and  the  order  sent  by  retnm  mail,  we  think  it 
would  be  of  i^^reat  convenience  to  onr  society. 

We  would  also  be  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  information  con- 
cerning till*  necessary  expenses  of  ferriajj^e,  etc.  Are  our  people  bound 
to  i>ay  the  ferriatre  on  tlieir  return?  As  thev  have  already  susitained 
heavy  losses,  and  many  of  them  havt-  lost  their  all.  a  mititration  of  ex- 
pense's oil  their  return  at  this  ( inu'.wheic  t}i('V<M)uld  legally  be  redured, 
would  alTord  great  relief;  not  itulv  tVrriage  across  the  Mitibouri  river, 
but  other  items  of  expense  that  could  lawfully  be  reduced. 

We  remain,  yoorBzoellenoy^s  most  obedient  servants, 

A.  8.  OiLBKRT, 

W.  W.  Phblps, 
Bdwabd  Pabtridcib. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Daniel  Dunklin,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Miamnui, 

to  Colonel  J,  Thornton,  dated — 

City  of  Jkfferson,  Jane  6. 18^. 

Dkab  Sot — was  pleased  at  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter,  concurred  in 
by  Messrs.  Reese,  Atchison  and  Doniphan,  on  the  subject  of  the  Mor- 
mon difficaltieti.   I  should  be  gratified  indeed  if  the  parties  ooold  com- 
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pvonrise  upon  the  t«niu  joa  niggest,  or,  indeed,  upon  aaj  other  terms 
Mtiefaetory  to  themtehes.  Bnt  I  should  travel  oat  of  the  line  of  striet 
dnty,  as  chief  executive  offioor  of  the  covemment,  were  I  to  take  upon 
myself  the  task  of  effecting  a  compromise  between  the  parties.    Had  I 

not  supposed  it  possible,  yes,  probable,  that  I  8hould,a8  executive  of  the 
statf.  have  to  act,  I  should,  before  now,  have  interfered  individually  in 
the  way  you  suggest,  or  in  some  other  way,  in  order  if  possible  to  effect 
H  compromise.  Uncommitted  as  I  am  to  either  party,  1  sliail  feel  no 
embarrassment  in  doing  my  duty — though  it  may  l>e  done  with  the  most 
extreme  n*gret.  My  duty  in  th<»  relation  which  I  now  stand  to  the 
parties,  is  plain  and  straightforward.  By  an  ollicial  interposition  I 
might  embarrass  my  coarse,  and  urge  a  measure  for  the  purpose  of  e£- 
feeting  a  eompromi8e,and  [if]  it  should  fail,  and  in  the  endtshonld  I  feel 
it  my  dnty  to  set  contrary  to  the  adviee  I  had  ffivon,  it  mif^ht  be  said, 
that  I  either  advised  wnnig ,  or  that  I  was  partial  to  one  side  or  the 
other,  in  s^viag  advioe  thai  I  wonld  not  as  an  offleer  follow. 

A  more  elear  and  indbpntable  right  does  not  exist,  than  that  of  the 
Mormon  people,  who  were  expelled  from  their  homes  in  Jackson 
ooonty,  to  retnm  and  live  on  their  lands;  and  if  they  cannot  be  per« 
snaded,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  to  give  up  that  right,  or  to  qualify  it,  my 
OOOrse,  as  the  chief  executive  of  the  state,  is  a  plain  one.  The  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  declares  "that  the  citizens  of  each  state  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
states."  Then  we  cannot  interdict  any  people,  who  liave  a  political 
franchise  in  the  United  States,  from  inmiigrating  to  this  state,  nor  from 
choosing  what  part  of  the  state  they  will  settle  in,  provided  they  do  not 
trespass  on  the  property  or  riglits  of  others.  Our  state  constitution 
declares  that  the  people's  "right  to  bear  arms,  in  defense  of  themselves 
and  of  the  state,cannot  be  questioned.*'  Then  it  is  their  eonstitational 
right  to  arm  themselves.  Indeed,  oar  militaiy  law  makes  it  the  dnty 
of  every  man,  not  exempted  by  law,  between  the  agee  of  eighteen  and 
forty-live,  to  arm  himself  with  a  mnsket,  rifle,  or  some  firelock,  witn  a 
oertaan  qoantity  of  ammunition,  ete.;  and  again,  oar  oonstitation  says, 
"that  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship  Almighty 
Ood  aecording  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  eonsciences/' 

I  am  folly  persuaded  that  the  eccentricity  of  the  religious  opinions 
and  practices  of  the  Mormons  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  outrages  com- 
mitted against  them.  They  have  the  right  constitution.illy  guaranteed 
to  them, and  it  is  indeft  asibhs  to  worship  .Toe  Smith  as  a  man. an  angel, 
or  eveti  as  the  only  true  and  living  (lod,  and  to  call  their  habitation 
Zion.  the  Holy  Land,  or  even  heaven  itself.  Indeed,  there  is  nothing 
so  at>surd  or  ridictilons  that  they  have  not  a  right  to  aih^pt  as  their 
religion,  so  thai  in  its  exercise  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
others. 


86 


HISTORY  OF  TH£  CHURCH. 


[A.  D.  UM 


It  is  not  long  stnoe  an  impostor  Msnmed  tin  eluknetflr  of  Jesns  Christ 
and  attempted  to  minister  as  soeh;  but  I  nerer  hesrd  of  any  eombin** 
tion  to  deprive  liim  of  his  rights. 

I  oonsider  it  the  dnty  of  erery  good  eitisen  of  Jackson  ooontgr  and 
the  adjoining  ooonties  to  exert  himself  to  effect  a  compromise  of  theaa 
difficulties;  and  were  I  assured  tliat  I  would  not  have  toaetinnvj 
official  capacity  in  the  affair,  I  would  visit  the  parties  in  person  and 
exert  myself  to  the  utmost  to  settle  it.  My  first  advi<»e  would  be  to  the 
Mormons,  to  sell  out  thoir  lands  in  Jac^kson  oonnty,  and  to  settle  some- 
whert'  ('Im'.  wlitTc  they  could  live  in  p(\'i(M'.  if  they  «'Ould  pret  a  fair 
price  for  tiiem,  and  rea^^onable  dauia^'cs  tiu  injuries  rt-ceived.  If  this 
failed.  I  would  trj' the  citi/eus,  and  advise  them  to  meet  and  re?*cind 
their  iilej^al  resolves  of  last  summer,  and  a^ree  to  conform  to  the  laws 
in  every  particular,  in  respect  to  the  Mormons.  If  both  these  failed, 
I  woold  then  advise  the  plan  you  have  suggested,  for  eaoh  party  to 
take  sepsrate  territory-,  and  confine  their  members  witiun  their 
respeetive  limits,  with  the  exception  of  the  pnblie  right  of  ingress 
and  egress  upon  the  highway.  If  all  these  failed,  then  the  sifflple  ques- 
tion of  legal  right  would  have  to  settle  it.  It  is  this  last  that  I  am  afraid 
I  shall  have  to  eonf  orm  my  aetion  to  in  the  end,  and  henee  the  neeea- 
sity  of  keeping  myself  in  the  best  sitoation  to  do  my  duty  impartially. 

Rumor  says  that  both  parties  are  preparing  themselves  with  cannon. 
That  would  be  illegal;  it  is  not  necessary  to  self-defense,  as  guaranteed 
by  the  constitution,  and  as  there  are  no  artillery  companies  organized 
in  this  state,  nor  field  pieces  provided  l»y  the  publie.  any  preparation 
of  that  kind  will  be  considered  as  AvitlK)ut  rii,'ht.  and.  in  the  present 
state  of  lliinLfs.  would  be  understood  to  be  with  criminal  intent.  I  ara 
told  that  the  people  of  Jackson  county  expect  assistance  from  the  ad- 
joining' eounties.  to  oppose  the  Mormons  iu  tukiuj^  or  keepinjf  posses- 
sion of  their  lands.  I  should  regret  it  extremely  if  any  should  be  so 
imprudent  as  to  do  so;  it  would  give  a  different  aspeot  to  the  affair. 

The  citizens  of  Jackson  county  have  a  right  to  arm  themselves  and 
parade  for  military  duty  in  their  own  county  independent  of  the  com* 
mander-in-chief ;  but  if  citizens  march  there  in  arms  from  other  cdun- 
tses  without  order  from  the  commander-in-chief  or  some  one  authorised 
by  him,  it  would  produce  a  very  different  state  of  things.  Indeed,  the 
Mormons  have  no  risrht  to  march  to  Jackson  county  in  arms,  unless  by 
order  or  permission  of  the  commander-in-chief;  men  must  not ''levy 
war^^  in  takinor  possession  of  their  rights,  any  more  than  others  should 
in  opposing  them  in  takinpr  possession. 

As  you  have  manifested  a  d<'ep  interest  in  a  peaceable  comj^romise  of 
this  important  alTair.  I  presume  you  will  not  be  unwillini,'  to  bo  placed 
in  a  situatiou  iu  which,  periuips,  you  can  be  more  serviueabie  to  these 
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pairCies.  I  have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  of  appointing  yon  an  aid 
to  the  oommander-in-chief ,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to 
aoeept.  In  this  situation  you  can  give  your  propoaitions  all  the  influ- 
enee  they  would  have  were  they  to  emanate  from  the  executive,  without 
committingr  yourself  or  the  oommander-in-chief,  in  the  event  of  failure. 
I  shouM  V>e  triad  if  you.  or  some  of  the  other  gfentlemen  who  joiued 
you  Id  your  comniuui^  ation,  would  keep  in  dose  oorrespondenoe  with 
these  parties,  iiud  by  each  mail  write  to  me. 

T\u'  <'!iiira('tor  of  the  state  has  been  injured  in  consc(|ueiK'e  of  this 
uufurtuii.ite  ailair;  and  I  sincerely  hope  it  may  not  be  disgraced  by  it 
in  the  end; 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  Daniel  Dunklin. 


Jufie  6,^We  resumed  oar  journey,*  and  on  the  evening 
of  the  7tht  encamped  in  a  piece  of  woods,  near  ^^^^ 
a  spring  of  water,  at  Salt  River.    Here  was  a  ^ 

branch  of  the  Church. 

Sundct}/^  June       We  had  prcachinjL?;  and  in  the  course 
of  the  day  were  joined  by  Brothers  Hyrum 
Smith  and  Lyman  Wight,  with  a  company  of  fj^^'J^'  '^[^-^^ 
volunteers  which  they  bad  gathered  in  Michi-  ^^ig"*" 
gan.  I   The  whole  company  now  consisted  of 
two  hundred  and  five  men,  and  twenty-five  baggage 


•  A  note  In  the  "Addenda"  of  the  manuscript  History  to  the  "We  : 
Journey" — ♦'t<v.a(ld«- :  "The  men  who  had  i)r('vi<>ii<ily  followed  us  pMsed  us  several 
timua  during  the  day,  and  were  in  searcli  of  us  this  evening.  The  goard  beard  them 
waj,  *Tbay  hat?*  tonad  Mide,  damn  *em,  w«  eaii*t  find  *«n.*  81d«n  Satii  Johnaon 
and  AUnan  W.  BaibMtfe,  who  had  baan  aant  to  tiia  Bowling  Green  branch  to  gathar 
recruit«;.  r'-turnod  to  the  eamp  on  tha  motnlng ot  tha  7lh  with  a  anudl  QoaaiMuiyi 
two  waguuH  and  neveral  horses." 

t  A  note  in  the  "Addenda"  to  the  manuscript  History  adds  this  statement,  under 
tha  aranta  of  ttia  7th:  "Ona  of  tha  eamp  walkad  on  ahaad  topfoeofoaoma  nllk.  A 
nuinher  of  men  armed  with  (runs  met  him  and  said:  'Here's  one  damn  Mormon 
alour- — U't'M  kill  him.'  Hut  nt  tho  «ftnie  instant  they  discovered  a  number  of  others 
just  coming  over  tfce  hili,  wbeu  tliey  immediately  rode  off  in  great  haste.  In  the 
•vailing  aneampad  In  a  grw  naar  a  aprlng.  In  M onroa  eoontj.  A  branch  of  ttta 
Church,  known  as  the  Salt  Hirer  branch,  but  frequently  called  tha  Allred  flattta* 
roent,  was  lornted  hf-re.  We  remained  at  this  plaoa  aavaral  daytf  waahing oor 
clothes,  and  preparing  to  piuaue  oar  journey." 

t  Hm  following  la  gtren  In  tta  "Addenda"  of  tha  mannaaript  Hiatorf  aa  a  foliar 
aeeonnt  of  the  events  under  the  date  of  the  8th  :"Sunda7,8thpWa  ware  Jotnad  by  my 
brathar  Hyrum  Smith  and  Lyman  Wight,  with  another  company,  who  started  from 
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wagous  with  two  or  three  horses  eaoli.  We  remained  at 
Salt  Kiver  until  the  TJth,  ref resiling  ami  reorganizing 
the  camp,  which  reorganizing  was  done  by  electing 
Lyman  Wight  general  of  the  camp.*  I  chose  twenty 
men  for  my  life  gaards,  of  whom  my  Brother  Hyram  was 
ohoeen  captain,  and  George  A.  Smith  was  my  armor 
bearer.  The  remainder  of  the  company  was  organized 
according  to  the  pattern  at  New  Portage.  While  at  Salt 
River,  General  Wight  marched  the  camp  on  the  jnairie, 
inspected  our  fireloeks,  ordered  a  diseliarge  of  the  saiue 
at  targets  by  platoons,  diilled  us  half  a  day,  and  returned 
to  camp. 

About  this  time  I  dispatched  Elders  Orson  Hyde  and 
Parley  P.  Pratt  to  Jefferson  City  with  a  mes- 

nor  Dunidi^'''        ^  Govemor  Dnnklin,  to  ascertam  if  he 
was  ready  to  fulfill  the  proposition  which  he 
had  previously  made  to  the  brethren  to  reinstate  them  on 


Pontiac,  Michigan  Territory,  Ma}*  5tb,  ttie  MBM  day  we  started  from  Kirtiaud, 
luTlBg  pMMd  throogfa  Abb  AilxMr,  JaekaoBslmrgili,  S|»rlBf  Acbor,  OomtMittBa, 
Blkhart,  crossed  the  Illinois  rirer  one  mile  below  Ottawa,  PIcMaot  GrOTe,  Polcla* 

Quinpy  and  eiilnivrn.  Fliinh  Fonlliam  was  their  historian;  Lyrann  Wipht.  st«W'> 
ard;  Uyruiu  SuiiUi  uiul  biuinuel  Bent,  moderators.  We  had  agreed  to  meet  at  this 
polBt,  aad  the  Ant  eompaay  Ami  ftrrived  was  to  wait  for  ttie  ofh«r.  Soon  aft«r  Am 
arrival  of  rtrother  Hynim  and  hia  eompany,  I  dlspaU'hed  Brother  Luke  Jolin>on 
Rn<\  AInioii  W.  Mahhitt  with  mp?»«nges  to  the  brethren  in  Clay  county,  f»'nririt,'  thnt 
the  letter  which  1  sent  from  Springfield  had  miscarried.  JamcH  AUred,  8en., 
and  tot  oOiera  of  this  braaeh  Jolaed  ear  eamp,  which  now  Bombered  two  hoadniA 
aad  five  mea»  tSl  atmed  and  equipped  aa  the  law  direeta.  It  waa  delightful  to  aeo 
the  oonlpnny.  for  tl.i'v  wen>  all  young  men,  except  one  company  whom  we  cnlled  the 
Silver  (Jr»yH,  ami  who  ate  at  my  table  We  were  all  in  fcood  spirits,  an«l  were 
taught  tlie  hwurd  practice  by  Brother  William  Cherry  (whowa»  a  native  of  Ireland), 
aa  expert  drill  maater,  who  had  been  Ib  the  British  dragoon  service  fbr  npwarda 
of  twenty  years. and  deserves  iiiiich  credit  for  his  unwearied  exertions  in  imparting 
all  he  linew  to  the  brt-tliren.  This  was  our  first  attempt  at  lenrninc  the  sword  ex- 
enslae.  Brothers  Uiraiu  Stralton  and  Neloon  Tubbs  procured  a  shop  of  Myrea 
Mobley  and  repaired  every  flreloek  that  was  out  of  oider«  and  DaWd  SUiott  ahod 
OOr  horses.  Here  Itrother  Jame.n  F\)ster  was  taken  alek.  I  proposed  to  hln  tO 
remain  behind,  lie  said.  'Hrotlirr  Joseph,  let  me  jro  with  you  if  1  die  on  th^-  road,' 
i  told  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, that  if  that  was  his  faith, to  go  on  his  bed  in  the 
wagon,  and  he  ahonld  get  better  every  day  until  he  reeovered,  whieh  waa  literally 
fnlfllled." 

•  .Tnsi'ph  Smith,  however,  urts  the  fomm»ndcr-in-chief .  The  following  orrurs  in 
the  "Addenda"  to  the  manuscript  Uii«tory:  "Wc  organized  the  camp.  I  waa  ac- 
knowledged commander*ln-«hief  and  Lyman  Wight  general." 
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their  lands  in  Jackson  county,  and  leave  them  there  to 
defend  themselves.* 

On  June  9th  Governor  Dunklin  wrote  to  W.  W-  Phleps 

aud  others:  mailed  at — 

Cmr  OF  Jkffbbson,  Jane  9, 1834. 

Herewith  you  have  a  second  order  for  the  delireiy  of  your  arms  now 
in  the  possession  <^  the  militia  of  Jaekion  county.  Colonel  Lucas  has 
resigned  his  commandf  he  informs  me.  If  Lieut. -Colonel  Pitclior 
should  be  arrest<>il  hoforo  vou  receive  this,  you  will  please  hold  up  the 
order  until  I  am  iat'oriued  who  may  be  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  regiment. 

Eespectfully, 

(Signed)         DANnDL  DONKUW* 

The  foregoing  letter  enclosed  the  following  order: 

CiTJr  OP  Jefferson,  June  4  ,1834. 

Thomas  IHtcher,  lieut. -Colonel  romwanflant  of  the  Thirty-third  Eegiment. 

Sir — On  the  2nd  day  of  last  May  I  issued  an  order  to  Colonel 
Lucas  to  deliver  the  fifty-two  guns  and  one  pistol,  which  you  received 

from  the  Mormons  on  the  4th  day  of  Novenjbcr  last, and  reported  to  him 
on  the  ;^rd  day  of  the  sueceedintr  Dt  rfiTiber — to  W.  W.  Phelps,  Edward 
Partridge,  John  (Jorrill,  John  Wliitmer,  and  A.  S.  Gilbert,  or  tln-ir  or- 
der. On  the  24th  ultimo,  Colonel  Lucas  wrote  and  informed  me  that  he 
had  resigned  his  coiimiis^iou  and  left  the  county  of  Jackson.  You,  as 
commundaiit  »)f  wiid  regiment,  are  therefore  commanded  to  collect  the 
jMud  arm^,  if  they  are  not  already  in  your  possession,  and  deliver  them 
to  the  aforesaid  gentlemen  or  their  oxder. 

Betpeetfolly, 

Daniel  DuNKLm,  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  day  foilowiug  Judge  Kyland  wrote  the  following: 

RicmcoKD,  June  10, 1834. 

Mr.  A  8.  Oilbm: 

Sir— Deeply  impressed  with  a  desire  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  settle 
or  allay  the  distulMuiees  between  the  Mormons  and  the  eitisens  of 
Jaokaon  eounty,  I  have  concluded  that  it  mii^t  have  some  ten- 
dency to  ^Eeetuate  this  object  by  having  the  Mormons  oalled  together 
at  Liberty  next  Monday,  and  there  explain  to  them  my  notions  and 
views  of  their  present  situation,  and  of  the  circumstances  attendant.  1 
therefore  request  yon,  sir,to  nse  all  your  influence  with  yonr  brethren,  to 

*  This  pangraph  is  a  note  t&  the  "Addenda**  of  nuunuerlpt  History. 
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get  them  to  meet  me  next  Monday  in  Liberty*  I  mneh  feer  and  dread 
the  oonaeqnenoes  that  are  yet  to  enine,  unless  I  should  saeeeed  in  my 
wishes  to  restore  peaoe.  It  is  the  dnty  of  all  good  men  to  nse  all  proper 
and  laudable  means  to  establish  peaoe.  I  expeet  a  depatation  ot  some 
of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  Jackson  connty  will  meet  me  on  Mon- 
day next  at  Liberty.  I  call  upon  yon,  in  the  name  of  hamanity,  tberO" 
fore,  to  leave  no  efforts  untried  to  coUeotyour  brethren  at  Liberty  as 
requested.  Should  my  efforts  to  make  pea^e  fail  of  success,  there  can 
be  no  wronpT,  sir,  in  the  attempt,  and  I  shall  enjoy  the  conaolation  of 
having?  done  my  iluty  as  a  man,  as  well  as  a  Christian. 

I  hope,  sir,  y^u  will  duly  appreciate  the  motive  which  prompts  me 
to  address  this  letter  to  yon.  and  will  aid  nie  with  all  your  iutluence 
with  your  brethren  in  the  prosecution  of  au  object  so  much  to  be 
desired  by  all  good  men  and  citizens. 

Yours  very  respeotfnlly, 

Jomr  F.  BTLA2n>. 

June  12. — ^We  left  Salt  River,  and  traveled  about  fonr- 

_^     ,  teen  miles.   The  inhabitants  of  Salt  River  man- 

Departure  of  i  .  i 

Camp  from  ifesttMl  u  ^^i'(»at  respect  for  us,  and  many  ot  tliem 
Salt  tUrar.  .    .  , .  . 

aeeoniptinied  us  some  (listan(*e  on  our  journey. 

I  instruet(Ml  the  camp  in  tlie  morning  that  if  a  fi:un 
was  fired  it  would  be  considered  an  alarm;  but  in  the 
conrse  of  the  day,  while  I  was  a  little  ahead,  I  shot 
a  squirrel  for  Brother  Foster,  when  several  of  the 
brethren  came  numing  up  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  I 
told  them  Brother  Foster  was  sick;  ^^I  want  you  to  pray 
for  him."* 

Friday^  — Elder  Kimball's  horses,  through  the 
,  ,  negligence  of  tlie  guards,  got  loose  and  went 
w^^ms  aad  luii'k  It'll  uiilos  with  othcrs.  He  }>ursued  them 
and  returnee!  with  them  Xo  camp.  Frederick  G. 
Williams  and  Roger  Orton  received  a  very  severe  chtistise- 
ment  for  neglect  of  orders  in  not  taking  care  of  the  teams 
when  in  charge  of  the  guard.  The  reproof  given  to 
Roger  Orton  was  more  particularly  for  suffering  Elder 
Elimball  togo  back  after  the  horses, as  he  was  one  of  my  life 
guards,  and  it  belonged  to  Orton  to  see  that  the  team  was 

•  This  pangnpli  U  from  notes  In  the  *•  Addenda"  of  the  mnnnMilpt  Htotenr. 


jd  by  Googl 


A.  D.  1834] 


HISTOHY  OF  THE  CHUKCH 


91 


attended  to.  But  as  the  team  was  Kimball's,  and  he  had 
taken  the  care  of  it  all  through,  Orton  still  thi-ew  the  care 
on  him.  The  Silver  Grey  company,  numberiug  fourteen, 
were  attached  to  my  mess,  making  it  twenty-eiglit  in 
number.* 

8aUtrday^  14. — ^Brother  Joseph  Hancock  and  another 
of  the  brethren  w?re  chased  a  considerable  por-  j^^taum 
tion  of  the  day  by  four  suspicions  fellows  on 
horseback,  armed  with  guns,  whom  they  eluded  by  trav- 
eling in  the  ))rusli  and  thickets,  where  liorsemen  could 
not  ride.    It  was  late  when  they  returnt'd  to  the  camp.* 

At  niirht  we  encamped  in  an  unsafe  and  nn]>h*asant  sit- 
uation m  a  ravine,  the  only  place  we  could  get  water  for 
some  miles.  The  country  was  a  wild  and  uncultivated 
region. 

In  answer  to  Judge  Byland,  the  Elders  wrote  as  fol- 
lows ; 

NiAB  LiBiBTY,  June  14, 1834. 

Hon,  J.  F.  Myland: 

Dbab  Sib — Your  oommaiiication  of  the  9th  instant  from  Richmond 
wasdoly  raeaived,  and  st  a  public  meeting  of  our  sociity  this  day  its  con- 
tents were  rnndo  known.  Oar  brethren  unanunously  tender  their  thanks 
for  the  laudable  disposition  manifested  on  your  part  to  effect  peace  be- 
tween our  society  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jackson  county;  .-hkI  as  many 
as  coiivcnii-utly  can  will  be  present  on  Monday  next.  Hntertuinj?  some 
fears  that  your  honor,  in  your  zeal  tor  peace,  might  unwarily  recom- 
mend a  sale  of  our  lands  in  Jackson  county,  we  have  thought  it  expe- 
dient to  give  you  reasonable  notice,  that  no  such  proposition  could 
possibly  be  acceded  to  by  our  society. 

We  have  not  heard  that  it  wag  the  intention  of  your  honor  to  urge 
•ay  sooh  meaaora,  bnt  oar  enemies  in  Jackson  ooonty  have  long  been 
trying  to  effect  this  object.  In  a  letter  from  the  governor  to  ns*  he 
says:  "I  have  been  requested  to  advise  the  Mormons  to  sell  ont  and 
move  away;  but  believing  that  it  would  have  no  good  effect,  I  have 
withheld  my  advice."  We  give  this  quotation  from  the  governors  let- 
ter to  disprove  the  statement  made  in  theUpjtcr  Missouri  Enquirer  of  last 
Wednesday,  and  conolodeby  adding  that  *'home  is  home,"  and  that  we 

*  pAragrapb  is  from  notes  in  tbo  '*Addend»"  of  the  msnuacript  History. 
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want  possession  of  our  hom«8 — from  wh&ch  we  hsfe  been  wickedly  ez- 
pcllcd— and  those  rights  whieh  belong  to  us  m  native  firee-born  eitisens 
of  the  United  States. 

Very  respeetfoUy,  your  friends  and  servants, 

John  CoKruLL,  Chairman. 
A.  b.  Gilbert,  Secretary. 

The  foregoing  was  enclosed  iu  the  following  letter  to 
their  lawyers: 

Gentlemen'— \\' ill  you  be  so  jyood  as  to  read  the  enclosed,  then  sea! 
and  hand  it  to  the  judge?  We  have  ^'iven  him  an  early  hint,  fearinffthat 
he  iniffht  be  induced  by  the  solicitations  of  o'.ir  enemies  to  propose  a 
sale  of  our  lands,  which  you  well  know  would  be  like  selling,'  our  chil- 
dren itito  slavery  ;uud  the  urging  of  such  a  niea.sure  would  avail  nothing 
uuless  to  produce  an  excitement  against  us  in  this  county.  As  requested 
last  Tbnraday,  we  hope  you  will  be  present  on  Monday.* 

Yonr  Mends  and  seiTants, 

John  Oorbill, 

A.  8.  GiLBIBT. 

2b  Mestn,  Doniphan  and  Atchiion, 

•  The  s.mip  dny,  .Tune  14,  Elder  .Tohn  CoirttI  wrote  to  the  editor  of  the  Er-  >n'v>7 
and  Momitu/  Star,  givint^  an  account  of  affairs  InJacksun  county;  and  as  his  com- 
munication giveH  a  dcKcriptiou  of  ttiing»  in  Jackson  county  not  found  elsewhere. 
I  quote  BO  much  of  tbo  letter  m  was  pobllabed  in  the  Sta^t  toI.  if,  pp.  333,  334: 

"The  leaders  of  the  mob  are  yet  -frh  ine  to  keep  up  the  same  spirit  of  opposition, 
by  inHtlllinp  falsfhood^;  into  th»'  ininds  ut  tlie  people.  They  tt  ll  tlieiii  that  the  'Mor- 
mons' are  coming  upon  tbem,  mot/  like,  to  kill  their  women  and  eluldren.  I'huy 
railed  an  alarm  a  few  days  amo  whieh  set  the  whole  wanty  of  Jaekson  In  aniipro*r 
—men  riding  in  different  directions  and  proelalmingt  *the  Mormons  are  coming— 
they  Hre  now  iTo«sintr  the  river — they  are  coming  to  kill,  destroy,'  etc.  Some 
women  and  children  lelt  their  bou8es,and  dutl  to  the  wooilsand  eUuwbere,wbiie  the 
men,  two  hundred  or  three  hundred,  gathered  together  to  oppose  the  'Mormons,*  aa 
tiiey  supposed,  in  their  return.  They  repaired  to  the  difTt  reiu  ferriea  on  the  river* 
to  (nmrdtheni,  imd  I  have  been  credibly  informed  tlint  t!i.  \  li.iv<-  '-incv  continued  to 
guard  the  river  at  the  different  crossing  places  from  one  end  of  JackHuu  county  to 
the  other.  And  for  fear  that  we  wonid  return  and  mijoy  our  dwellliigs  again,  they 
aet  fire  to  and  burned  them  down,  and  then  raised  the  report  fliat  the  'Hotmona* 

went  over  nn<l  burnt  their  housi  s,  ami  I  nni  infortn<  d  that  they  hav»'  burnt 
them  all.«'xcepta  very  few  which  are  occupied  by  other  faniiliefs  ;nnd  1  have  been  told 
that  they  have  destroyed  our  fences  and  other  property  that  remained.  What  was 
theeause  of  thla  great  alarm  among  them,  1  know  not;  for  we  are  at  home  attending 
to  our  own  business,  and  had  not  thought  of  returning  at  that  time.  Neither  have 
we  any  thoughts  of  ever  returning  in  the  night  time,  or  in  tie'  inol.  like  manner 
which  they  represent  to  the  people;  for  aa  we  design  to  be  governed  in  all  caseM  by 
the  laws  of  the  land,  we  ahall  therefore  return  under  the  proteetlon  of  tiie  KOTem> 
or,  aa  he  hao  promised  us.  We  therefore  hare  no  need  to  return  and  take  them  on 
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surprise,  as  fbey  f aUely  represcQt  to  the  people;  for  we  mean  to  act  only  on  the 
piineiplm  «f  Mlf-defeiuw  In  all  o«aM.  Bat  they  atet*  falmhoods  to  the  people,  for 

the  purpose,  I  suppose,  of  keeping  thoir  strenm'th  t;ood  to  oppose  our  rftuivi. 
which,  I  ntnl»T-^t!inil,  thfv  nro  (l»  trnniiu'<!  to  do,  t^vrn  to  the  she(Min;r  of  IiIimmI  .  md 
it  iii  said  by  tlie  mob,  that  tltt;  wliule  county  is  combined  together.  They  are  arming 
HienieelTee,  end  tb^  bwe  dlstrilnited  oar  gmis  uiMmg  them.  Bat  tt  Is  eaey  to  be 
Been,  that  fear  and  consternation  prevail  among  them ;  some  of  their  leedera  have  al* 
ready  <'lean*«l  out.  f'olorul  S.  I>.  Lucas  has  taken  his  froods  and  crone  down  the  river; 
both  the  Chiie8  [Ueury  and  Joel  F. )  have  lately  gone  to  the  »outh  on  a  long  visit. 
Lawyer  HIeka  aays,  if  no  eompromiae  la  made  he  ahall  aeek  a  loeaUon  aonewbara 
aiae;  and  I  baire  been  told  that  L.  Etenklln  la  going  away  aoon ;  aone  other  ftmilliea, 

1  hnv»7  heard,  are  If-avinir  through  fenr.  As  nearly  as  I  ran  It  arn.  fh>»  nunilx  r  t!i!il 
is  determined  to  Htnud  and  oppose  our  return,  even  unto  bloudMhed,  i^t  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  or  two  hundred,  in  tliat  county,  though  it  is  said  that  many  from 
other  eoontiee  will  eome  to  tiielr  aaaiatanee. 

"They  are  trying  to  OKcite  the  people  of  this  county  (Clay]  to  drive  u^  from 
here,  and  for  this  purpose,  it  is  said,  they  are  cirrulntintr  a  pnp»T.  nnd  have  got 
some  signers;  but  the  authoritieii  of  this  county  do  not  countenance  them  in  this 
thing,  and  I  think  tiieyeannot  anoeeed;  bat  It  ia  aatd  they  are  larking  aboat  and 
aeelcing  a  ch.tnce  to  do  privete  injury,  but  the  bfetiiren  are  on  the  lookout,  and  are  . 
pr«  ])ariiiir  thenisfl v«'b  witli  arras  for  «elf-dtfense,  and  I  think  if  we  flmily  continue 
and  persevere,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  that  we  shall  l»e  enabled  shortly 
to  ovarBome  the  mob  and  obtain  oar  ri|^to. 

"Tonia,  ate.,  "Jem  Gobsiuu" 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 
zion's  gamp  in  hissoubi— efforts  at  abbitration— the 

WOBD  OF  the  LOBD. 

Sunday,  June  15.* — ^Traveled  twelve  miles.  While  on 
'the  way  Orson  Hyde  and  Parley  P.Pratt  returned  to  ns  from 

(idvonior  Jefferson  City,  and  reported  that  Governor 
luiei  to  Re-'  Dunklin  ivfust'd  to  fuUill  his  promise  to  reinstate 
sSnt^.m*  brethren  on  their  lands  in  Jackson  county 

their  Lands,  grouud  o£  impracticability. t 

*  This  paragnvlils  •  note  In  tiie  '^Addenda*'  of  the  Ms.  Chnroh  Bittoiy,  pace  13. 

Huok  A. 

t  This  refusal  of  Governor  nunklin  to  n  instate  tlw  Snint«  »>n  their  lands  in 
Jackson  county  must  have  been  a  severe  blow  to  the  hopeti  of  Zioii'm  Camp  and  the 
Saints  seattered  In  Clay  oonnfty.  Prom  ttie  thne  of  thef r  eiinilslon  from  Jaekeon 
county  the  ffovt-rnor  repeatedly  said  that  tin-  cxlleH  had  a  ritflit  to  be  reinstated  upon 
thfir  IhiuJh.  mikI  IukI  pn>ni!'«'»l  tluit  h«-  would  call  out  the  militia  of  the  State  to  rein- 
state them  whenever  they  were  ready  and  willing  to  return.  In  his  communication  to 
Measra.  W.  W.  Phelps,  Korley,  tt  al.,  nnder  date  of  Feb.  4, 1834  ( see Ch.  Hist.  Vol.  I. 
p.47G)he  said  la  answerto  their  petition  to  be  reinstated  :''One  of  TOUT  reqneeteneeda 
no  evidence  to  support  the  rijrlit  to  liav*-  it  trrantftl;  it  is  tliMt  your  people  be  put  in 
posHCHiiion  of  their  homes,  from  which  they  luid  been  expt!lled.  But  what  may  be  the 
duty  of  the  Bxefntlre  after  tfaat,  will  depend  upon  contingencies."  Even  a  few  days 
before  bis  interview  with  MeK^rs.  Hyde  and  Pratt,  InhlalettertoOoIoiiel  J.  Thomton, 
under  (Int.-  of  .liiTi.-  r.th,  lit'  hnd  sni.l:  "A  nion-  .Iciir  and  indisputable  right  does  DOl 
exist,  than  that  of  the  Mormon  people.who  were  expelled  from  their  homes  in  .Tack- 
son  eotttttTf  to  return  and  lire  on  their  lands;  tad  if  they  cannot  be  persuaded  aa  a 
matter  of  policy  to  give  up  that  rifrht,  or  to  qnallfjr  it,  my  eonrse,  aa  the  chief 
exeoutirc  oftircr  of  the  state,  in  a  i>luin  one.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States 
declares,  that  the  oitisens  of  each  sUte  shall  be  entitled  to  all  pri\  ilcj:.  s  and  iromn- 
nlftlea  of  elttsena  In  the  serefal  states.  Then  we  cannot  interdict  any  people,  who 
have  a  political  franchise  In  the  United  States,  from  Immigrating  to  this  atafte,  nor 

from  r)  sii,rr  what  part  of  the  state  they  will  st-ttlo  in,  piOTidcd  fhoj  do  not  tm> 

pass  on  the  property  or  rights  of  others."    {Hne  p.  b5. ) 

In  the  feee  of  this  and  otherntteraaees  the  position  now  assumed  by  Uovemor 
Onnklln  waa  a  manifestation  of  weakness  tnilj  lamentable. 
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We  crossed  the  Chariton  river  at  its  month  and  encamped 
on  the  west  bank.    Bishop  Partridge  came  into  the  camp 

from  Clay  county.    We  received  much  ini'oi-  Arrival  of 
mation  from  him  concernino:  the  hostile  feelings  fridge^ in*^ 
and  prejudices  that  existed  against  us  in  Mis-  ^'""'p- 
souri  in  all  quarters,  but  it  gave  us  great  satisfaction  to 
receive  intelligence  from  him  of  the  union  and  good  feeling 
that  prevailed  among  the  brethren.  We  were  in  perils  and 
threatened  all  the  while,  we  were  mnoh  troubled  to  get 
provisions,  and  had  to  live  principally  on  com  meal,  and 
were  glad  to  get  that.   Here  Dean  Gonld  was  baptized  by 
Lyman  Wight. 

Monihujy  June  10  * — Traveled  to  Grand  river,  ferried 
over  it,  and  encamped  on  its  bank.  Tlie  ferryman  in- 
tended charging  seventeen  dollars ;  the  brethren  „^  „ 

®    *^  '  The  Camp 

said  they  would  not  pay  it,  but  would  sooner  gosMsOrmnd 
make  a  raft  and  ferry  themselves  over.  He  then 
agreed  to  take  them  over  for  twelve  dollars  which  offer  we 
accepted.  This  morning  was  excessively  hot,  no  air  stirring, 
and  traveling  in  the  thick  woods,  a  thunder  shower  coming 
on,  the  brethren  caught  all  the  water  they  could  on  the 
brims  of  their  hats,  and  not  ejitehing  enough  to  satisfy 
their  thirst,  they  drank  out  of  the  horse  tracks. 

Martin  Harris  having  l)oasted  to  the  l)rethren  that  he 
could  handle  snakes  with  perfect  safety,  while  fooling  with 
a  black  snake  with  his  bare  feet,  he  received  a  Marth.  uarrii 
bite  on  his  left  foot.  The  fact  was  conamuni-  I'^'^^i^ 
cated  to  me,  and  I  took  occasion  to  reprove  him,  ®'  <^ 
and  exhort  the  brethren  never  to  trifle  with  the  promises 
of  Gk>d.  I  told  them  it  was  presumption  for  any  one  to 
provoke  a  serpent  to  bite  him,  but  if  a  man  of  God  was 
accidentally  bitten  by  a  jmisunous  serpent,  he  might  have 
faith,  or  his  brethren  might  have  faith  Un'  him.  so  that  the 
Loi'd  would  hear  his  prayer  and  he  might  be  healed;  but 
when  a  man  designedly  provokes  a  serpent  to  bite  him, 

•  This  md  tlM  iMungnpli  foUowiiig  eoBMnilag  Maitlii  Harrli,  ut  notra  In 
d«odft»*  of  tl&e  M«.  Hislofy,  p.  14,  Book 
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the  principle  is  the  same  as  when  a  man  drinks  deadly 

poison  kiiowiiio^  it  to  be  such.  In  that  case  no  man  has 
any  claim  on  the  promises  of  Hod  to  l)e  healed.* 

On  tliis  day,  June  I'ith,  tlie  citizens  of  Clay  county,  to 
the  uumber  of  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand,  among  whom 
Important  wero  the  brethren,  assembled  at  the  court  house 
Libei^^Oourt  Liberty,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of 
HooM.  Judge  Byland,ezpre8sed  in  his  letter  of  the  10th 
instant,  a  deputation  from  Jackson  county  also  attended 
the  meeting  and  presented  the  foUowinf?: — 

Jh'opositiott^  of  tlie  people  of  Jackson  county  to  the  Mormons. 

The  nndersiprnc*!  committee,  bein^  fully  authorized  by  the  people  of 
Jackson  county,  hereby  propose  to  ihe  Mormons,  that  they  will  buy  all 
the  land  that  the  said  Mormons  own  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  and  also 
all  tiie  improvements  which  the  said  Mormons  had  on  any  of  the  public 
lands  in  said  county  of  .Ta,  kson,  as  they  existed  before  the  hrst  disturb- 
ance between  the  people  of  Jackson  and  the  Mormons,  and  for  such  as 
they  have  made  sin<e.  Tiicy  further  propose  that  the  value  of  said 
land  and  improvements  shall  be  ascertained  by  three  disinterested  arbi- 
trators, to  be  ohosen  and  agreed  to  by  both  parties.  They  farther  pro- 
pose, that  should  the  parties  disagree  in  the  ohoioe  of  arbitrators,  then 
is  to  ehoose  them.  They  farther  propose,  that  twelve  of 
the  Mormons  shall  be  permitted  to  go  along  with  the  arbitrators  to  show 
them  thdr  land  and  improvements  while  valuing  the  same,  and  sneh 
others  of  the  Mormons  as  the  srbitrators  shall  wish  to  do  so,  to  give 
them  information :  and  the  people  of  Jaekson  hereby  iraarantee  their 
entire  safety  while  doinpr  so.  They  further  propose,  that  when  the  arbi. 
trators  report  the  value  of  the  land  and  improvements,  as  aforesaid,  the 
people  of  Jackson  will  pay  the  valuation,  with  one  hundred  per  cent. 
a<l'lcd  thereon,  to  the  Mormons,  within  tliiriy  days  thereafter.  They 
further  propose,  that  the  Mormons  are  not  to  make  any  effort,  ever 

*  How  beautifully  In  harmony  Is  this  oomiMl  with  tho  words  of  the  Savior  to 
Lucifer  when  the  latter  took  him  up  and  stood  him  on  a  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  nnd 
said:  *'If  thou  be  the  Hon  of  God,  cast  thyself  down:  for  it  is  written.  He  shall  give 
his  angels  charge  coaeenliif  tites:  and  In  their  hands  they  shall  hear  thee  up.  l««t 
at  any  time  thoa  dash  thy  foot  agidnat  a  atone.  Jaans  saM  onto  hln.  It  is  writtaa 

n<;ain,  Tluni  shalt  BOt  tempt  the  Lord  thy  (Sod"  (Matt,  iv:  fi,  7).  Moreover,  in  thii 
la.Ht  di.Hpf  iisation  when  the  promise  of  the  npiritual  gifl-n  was  renewed  to  the  Suiots, 
including  the  promise  that  "the  poison  of  a  serpent  should  not  have  power  to  harm 
them" — yet,  aalth  the  Lord,  **m  eommandment  I  give  onto  them,  that  th^  shall  not 
V»oa<*t  themselves  of  these  things,  neither  npt-ak  them  before  tho  world,  for  these 
thin^H  are  given  unto  you  for  your  prottt  and  for  aalvation"  (Doo.  &  Cor.  See. 
Ixxxiv:  73). 
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after,  to  settle,  either  eoUefltively  or  individtiilly,  within  the  limits  of 
Jackson  oonnty.  The  Mormons  are  to  enter  into  bonds  to  insure  the 
eonTeyance  of  their  Jand  in  .Ju<  kson  county,  necording  to  the  above 
terms,  when  the  payment  shall  be  made;  and  the  comniittee  will  enter 
into  a  like  Itond.  with  such  security  as  may  he  deemed  sufticieut  for  the 
payment  of  the  money,  aecordinp  to  tlie  above  proposition.  While  the 
arbitrators  are  investigating  and  decidiiij?  upon  the  matters  referred  to 
them,  the  Mormons  are  not  to  attempt  to  enter  .I.ickson  county,  or  to 
setttle  tliere,  except  such  as  are  by  the  foregoing  propositions  permitted 
to  go  tliere. 

They  further  propose  that  the  people  of  Jacksou  will  sell  all  their 
lands  and  improvements  on  pubUe  lands,  in  Jackson  eonnty,  to  the 
Mormons,  the  valaation  to  be  obtained  in  the  same  manner,  the  same 
per  cent  in  addition  to  be  paid,  and  the  time  the  money  is  to  be  paid 
is  the  same  as  the  above  set  forth  in  oar  propositions  to  buy;  the  Mor- 
mons to  give  good  security  for  the  payment  of  the  money,  and  the 
ttodersigned  will  give  seenrity  that  the  land  will  be  conveyed  to 
tlie  MmrmoDs.  They  farther  propose,  that  all  parties  are  to  remain  as 
they  are  till  the  payment  is  made,  at  which  time  the  people  of  Jackson 
will  give  possession. 

(Signed)  Samuel  C.  Owkn.s, 

RiciiAHi*  Fkistoe, 
Tiios.  Havton,  Sen., 
Tuos.  CampbelIj, 
JoHK  Davis, 
Tho8.  Jbffrbts. 
Smallwood  Nolakd, 

BOBBBT  RiCKMAN, 

Abraham  MoClbllan, 

8.  V.  NOLAND. 

On  presentation  of  the  foref^oing,  Samuel  C.  Owens 
TTinde   a  fiaiiiinj?  wai'-spcoch,   and  General    ^^^^^09  in- 
Duniplian  ropli<'*l  on  tlie  side  of  p»\aoe.  the*LU)erty 

The  Kev.  Ml*.  Kiley,a  Ba])tist  priest,  nia<lo  a  Mtetitig. 
hot  speech  against  the  **Mormons/'  and  said,  "The  Mor- 
mons have  lived  long  enough  in  Clay  county;  and  they 
must  either  clear  out,  or  be  cleared  out." 

Mr.  Tumham,  the  moderator  of  the  meeting,  answered 
in  a  masterly  manner;  saying,  "Let  us  be  republicans; 
let  us  honor  our  country,  and  not  disgrace  it  like  Jackson 
county.   For  God's  sake  don't  disfranchise  ordrive  away 
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the  Marmons.  They  are  better  citizens  than  many  oi  the 
old  inhabitants." 

General  Doniphan  exclaimed,  * 'That's  a  fact,  and  as 
the  Mormons  have  armed  themselves,  if  they  don't  fight 

they  are  cowardss.  I  lovo  to  hear  that  they  have  brethren 
coming  to  tlicir  assistnncc.  (iitator  love  can  no  man 
show,  than  he  wlio  lays  down  his  Hfe  for  his  brethn-n." 

At  this  critical  instant,  the  cocking  of  pistols,  and  the 
unsheathing  of  other  implements  of  death,  denoted 
desperation.  One  moved  ^^adjournment/'  another  cried 
«go  on,"  and  in  the  midst  of  this  awfal  crisis  a  person 
bawled  in  at  the  door,  *  'a  man  stabbed ! ' '  The  mass  instantly 
rnshed  ont  to  the  spot,  in  hopes,  as  some  said,  that 
Mormon  had  got  killed,"  but  as  good  lack  wonld  have  it, 
only  one  Missourian  had  dirked  another,  (oue  C'ulbert, 
a  blacksmith,  had  stabbed  one  Males,  who  had  previonsly 
whipped  one  Mormon  n<\Trly  to  death,  and  boasted  of 
having  whipped  many  more).  The  wonnd  was  dan- 
gerous, but  the  incident  appeared  providential  as  it  seemed 
as  though  the  occurrence  was  necessary  to  break  up  the 
meeting  without  further  bloodshed,  and  give  the  Saints  a 
chance  to  consult  what  would  be  the  most  advisable  thing 
to  do  in  such  a  critical  instant.  They  immediately  penned 
the  following  answer  to  the  propositions  from  Jackson 
county,  presented  by  Mr.  Owens,  ct  al, 

Anneer  €f  the  JformoiM  to  the  J^ropoeition  of  the  People  ofJadteon  Coumt^f, 

Gbntlbmbn— Yonr  propositions  for  an  adjostmcnt  of  the  dilSenlHeB 
between  the  citisens  of  Jackson  eonnty  and  the  Mormons,  is  before  ns; 
and  as  explained  to  yon  in  the  court  house  this  day,  we  are  not 
authorized  to  say  to  yon  that  onr  brethren  will  submit  to  your  proposals; 
bnt  we  agree  to  spread  general  notice,  and  call  a  meetinir  of  onr  people, 
tlio  present  week,  and  lay  before  you  an  answer  as  soon  as  Saturday  or 
Monday  next.  We  can  say  for  ourselves,  and  in  behalf  of  our  brethren, 
that  pence  is  what  we  desire  and  what  we  are  disposed  to  cultivate  with 
all  men;  and  to  efT»  ct  penee.  we  feel  disposed  to  use  all  onr  influence, 
as  far  as  it  will  be  re«niir<  'i  af  <tur  iiaiiil-f  as  free  born  citizens  of  these 
United  f^t.'ites;  aihl  as  f»Mrs  have  I  i-c'i  t'.v|»res<^ed,  that  we  dcsij,nj 
hostilities  Jigaiust  the  inhabitants  of  Jackson  county,  we  hereby  pledge 
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onnelTes  to  tbem,  and  to  tlie  hospitable  eitizeiia  of  Clay  oonnty,  that 
wa  will  not,  and  neither  have  we  designed,  as  a  people,  to  eommenee 
luwtilities  againtt  the  aforesaid  eitisena  of  Jaeheon  county,  or  any 
other  people. 

Our  answer  shall  be  handed  to  Judge  Tamham,  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting,  even  earlier  than  the  time  before  stated,  if  possible. 

(Signed)  W.  W.  Phklps, 

Wm.  E.  M'Lkllin, 

A.  S.  (iILHEUT, 

John  Cokrill, 
Isaac  Moklkv. 

N.B. — As  we  are  informed  that  large  numbers  of  our  petjple  are  on 
their  way  removing  to  Jacksou  ct>unty,  we  agree  to  use  our  iulluenee 
immediately  to  prevent  said  company  from  entering  into  Jackson 
county,  until  you  shall  receive  an  answer  to  the  propositions 
aforenamed. 

It  may  be  thought,  at  first  view,  that  the  mob  committee 
made  a  fair  proposition  to  the  Saints,  in  Retu.  tions  on 
offermg  to  buy  their  lands  at  a  price  fixed  ^m^^  fi^- 
by  disinterested  arbitrators  and  one  hundred  «^tt<«* 
per  centum  added  thereto,  payment  to  be  made  in  thirty 
days,  and  offering  theirs  on  the  same  terms;  but  when  it 
is  understood  that  the  mob  lu*ld  possession  of  a  much 
larger  quantity  of  laud  than  the  Saints,  and  that  they 
only  offered  thirty  days  for  the  payment,  having  pre- 
viously robbed  the  Saints  of  nearly  everything,  it  will  be 
readily  seen  that  thay  were  only  making  a  sham  to  cover 
their  previous  unlawful  conduct 

The  tempest  of  an  immediate  conflict  seemed  to  be 
checked,  and  the  Jackson  mob  to  the  number  a  iiobber*a 
of  about  fifteen,  with  Samuel  C.  Owens  and  SoS-i'V^. 
James  Campbell  at  their  head,  started  for 
Independence, -laekson  county,  to  raise  an  army  sullicient 
to    meet   me,    befr)re  I  could   get  into  Clay  comity. 
Campbell  swore,  as  lie  adjusted  his  ]ustols  in  his  holsters, 
*'The  eagles  and  turkey  buzzards  shall  eat  my  fiesh  if  I 
do  not  fix  Joe  Smith  and  his  army  so  that  their  skins  will 
not  hold  shucks,  before  two  days  are  passed. They  went 
to  the  ferry  and  undertook  to  cross  the  Missouri  river 
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after  dusk,  and  the  angel  of  Qod  saw  fit  to  sink  the  boat 
about  the  middle  of  the  river,  and  seven  out  of  twelve 

that  attempted  to  cross,  were  drowned.  Thus,  suddenly 
and  justly,  went  tliey  to  their  own  place.  Campbell  was 
among  the  niissint::.  He  floated  down  the  river  some  four 
or  five  miles,  and  lodged  upon  a  pile  of  drift  wood,  where 
the  eagles,  buzzards,  ravens,  crows,  and  wild  animals 
ate  his  flesh  from  his  bones,  to  fulfill  his  own  words,  and 
left  him  a  horrible  example  of  God's  vengeance.  He 
was  discovered  about  three  weeks  after  by  one  Mr.  Pnrtle. 
Owens  saved  his  life  only,  after  floating  four  miles  down 
the  stream,  where  he  lodged  upon  an  island,  **swam  off 
naked  about  day  light,  borrowed  a  mantle  to  hide  his 
slianie,  and  slipped  home  rather  shy  of  the  vengeance 
of  (Jod." 

Tuesday,  June  17. — At  noon  we  crossed  the  Wakenda; 
incii.nt  of  it  being  high,  we  had  to  be  ferried  over, 
tiTto  ttr  ^®re  informed  here  that  a  party  of  men 

Camp.  ^ere  gathered  together  on  the  Missouri  river 
with  the  intention  of  attacking  us  that  night.  The 
prairie  ahead  of  us  was  twenty-three  miles  long  without 
any  timber  or  palatable,  healthy  water.  Some  of  the 
brethriMi  wished  to  stop  near  tin*  timber,  and  were  about 
making  arrangements  to  pitch  their  tents.  We  had  but 
little  i»rovisions.  I  proj)Osed  to  get  some  wood  and  water 
to  carry  with  us,  and  go  on  into  the  prairie  eight  or  ten 
miles.  My  brother  Hyrum  said  he  knew,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  that  it  was  best  to  go  on  to  the  prairie;  and  as 
he  was  my  elder  brother,  I  thought  best  to  heed  his 
counsel,  though  some  were  murmuring  in  the  camp.  We 
accordingly  started.  When  Lyman  Wight  crossed  the 
river  he  disapproved  of  our  mo\nng  on  to  the  prairie, 
upon  whicli  Sylvester  Smith  phiced  himself  in  the  road, 
turned  l)a<*k  all  that  he  could  by  saving,  "Are  you  fol- 
lowing your  gcueral,  or  some  other  man?''  and  twenty 
stayed  behind  with  Lyman  Wight.  We  drove  about  eight 
miles  on  the  prairie  and  encamped  out  of  sight  of  timber. 
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The  sun  apparently  went  down/'*and  rose  again  next 

morning  in  the  grass.  Our  company-  bad  filled  a  couple 
of  emi>ty  i)0\vder  kegs  with  watci-;  il*  tasted  so  bad  we 
could  not  drink  it,  and  all  the  water  t)>At  we  had  was 
out  of  a  slou'^h  filled  with  red  living  animhls;  and  was 
putrid.  About  eleven  o'clock  Lyman  Wight  arri^-ed  with 
the  compuiy  that  had  remained  with  him.  1  called  I4i em 
together  and  reproved  them  for  tarrying  behind,  and'  ^ot 
obeying  my  counsel,  and  told  Lyman  Wight  never  to  do  so 
again.  He  promised  that  he  would  stand  by  me  forever, 
and  never  forsake  me  again,  let  the  consequence  be  what 
it  wonhl;  but  Sylvester  JSmith  mauifested  very  refractory 
feelinixs.* 

WrdfH'sdat/j  J((nr  /s. — As  Hyrum  Strattou  and  his 
companion  were  taking  up  tlieir  blankets  tliis  ThoProphet*a 
morning,  tliey  discovered  two  prairie  rattle- 
snakes  quietly  sleeping  under  them,  which  they  carefully 
carried  out  of  the  camp.  This  day  my  health  was  so 
poor  1  left  the  affairs  of  the  camp  to  the  management 
of  General  Wight.  Having  no  provisions,  we  traveled 
seventeen  miles  before  breakfast,  and  I  rode  in  KMer 
KimljalTs  wagon.  We  crossed  a  slough  half  a  mile  wide 
through  which  most  of  the  brethren  were  obliged  to  wade 
waist  (h'ep  in  mud  and  water.  General  Lyman  Wight, 
who  had  traveled  from  Kirtland  without  a  stocking  on 
his  toot,  carried  Brother  Joseph  Young  through  on  his 
back.  Our  breakfast  consisted  enturely  of  com  meal 
mush,  or  hasty  pudding.  We  had  not  meal  enough  in 
our  company  to  make  the  mush  of  the  consistence  of 
good  starch. 

After  our  ten  o'clock  breakfast  we  passed  on  to  within 
one  mile  of  Richmond.    We  en(»ami)ed  in  a  TheProphef* 
very  small  prairie  surrounded   by  a  thicket  5'"J^.tf*?f 
of  hazel  brush.    When  I  arrived  where  the  cump. 
camp  had  pitched  their  tents,  and  viewed  our  unsafe 

*  This  iMuragrapb  It  a  note  in  th«  "Addandu"  d  the  Us.  Hlatory,  Book  A, 
p.  H. 
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locatiou,  coiusiderinj^;  the 'danger  of  an  attack  from  our 
enemies,  I  almost^fbfi^l;  my  sickness,  went  some  distance 
in  the  brosh^^  boy^  down  and  prayed  my  Heavenly 
Father  to  Bxfiiz  no  evil  to  come  upon  us,  but  keep  ns  safe 

thronerh  t^'e^/nfeht.  I  obtained  an  assnrance  that  we 
shouI(l  hp  .{ififo  until  morning,  notwithstandinir  about  fifty 
of  tlie\jKcksoii  county  mob  crossed  tlie  Lexington  Ferry 
tJiat'-Wening  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  Ray  county 
mob  and  of  making  an  attack  upon  us.  All  was  quiet 
in  the  camp  through  the  night.  While  the  brethren 
were  making  their  bed  in  Captain  Brigham  Young's  tent, 
one  of  them  discovered  a  very  musical  rattlesnake  which 
they  were  about  to  kill.  Captain  Young  told  them  not 
to  hurt  him  but  cany  him  out  of  the  tent,  whereupon 
Drolht  r  Carpentor  took  liiin  in  his  hands,  carried  him 
beyond  all  dan.i^ci",  and  left  him  to  enjoy  his  liberty, 
tilling  him  not  to  I'eturn.* 

Thursday^  June  19. — ^At  daybreak,  feeling  that  we  were 
Ti.n  atsof  in  a  very  unsafe  situation,  I  counseled  the 
the  Mob.  camp  to  move  forward  witJiout  delay,  and 
continued  a  lively  march  for  about  nine  miles,  when  we 
stopped  for  breakfast.  WhUe  passing  through  Bichmond, 
Brother  Luke  Johnson  observed  a  black  woman  in  a 
gentleman's  garden  near  the  road.  She  beckoned  to  him 
and  said,  *'Come  here,  Massa."  She  was  evidently  much 
agitated  in  her  feelings.  He  went  up  to  the  fence,  and 
she  said  to  him,  "There  is  a  company  of  men  lying  in 
wait  here,  who  are  calculating  to  kill  you  this  morning 
as  you  pass  through.'*  We  halted  for  breakfast  on  an 
eminence  near  a  farm  house.  The  owner  furnished  us  with 
a  large  quantity  of  milk,  which  gave  a  great  relish  to  our 
bacon  and  com  dodger,  which  our  commissary  had  procured 
that  morning.  When  we  asked  the  price  of  his  milk  he  re- 
plied: **He  is  a  mean  man  that  will  sell  milk;  I  (  ould  have 
let  you  have  more,  if  i  had  known  you  had  been  coming," 

*  ThiH  paragraph  and  the  <aic  preoedini;  it,  ander  MBie  date*  an  aotM  lO  tha 
"Addenda"  of  the  Ms.  History,  Book  A.  p.  14. 
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He  further  said:  **Yoa  have  many  enemies  about  here^ 
and  you  may  meet  with  some  trouble;  and  it  is  a  damned 
shame  that  every  man  canH  eome  up  and  enjoy  his 
relifrion,  and  everything  else  without  being  molested." 
1 1  was  near  noon  when  we  finished  our  lu'eakfast,  and 
we  passed  on  in  fine  s{)irits,  drtermiued  to  go  through  and 
meet  tlie  l)rethren  in  Clay  county.  We  traveled  but  a 
short  distance  when  one  wagon  broke  down,  and  the 
wheels  ran  off  from  others;  and  there  seemed  to  be  many 
things  to  hinder  our  progress,  although  we  strove  with 
all  diligence  to  speed  our  way  forward.  This  night  we 
camped  on  an  elevated  piece  of  land  between'  Little 
Fishing  and  Bi|?  Fishing  rivers,  which  streams  were 
formed  by  seven  small  streams  or  branches.* 

As  we  halted  and  were  making  preparations  for  the 
night,  five  men  armed  with  guns  rode  into  our  camp, 
and  told  us  we  should  "see  hell  before  morning;"  and 
their  accompanying  oaths  partook  of  all  the  malice  of 
demons.  They  told  us  that  sixty  men  were  coming  from 
Richmond,  Bay  county,  and  seventy  more  from  Clay 
county,  to  join  the  Jackson  county  mob,  who  had  sworn 
our  utter  destruction. 

During  this  day,  the  Jackson  county  mob,  to  the 

number  of  about  two  hundred,  made  arrang'Muents  to 
cross  the  Missouri  river,  above  the  mouth  of  Fishing 
river,  at  Williams'  terry,  into  Clay  county,  and  be 
ready  to  meet  the  Richmond  mob  near  Fishing  river 
ford,  for  our  utter  destruction;  but  after  the  first  scow 
load  of  about  forty  had  been  set  over  the  river,  the  scow 
in  returning  was  met  by  a  squall,  and  had  great  difficulty 
in  reaching  the  Jackson  side  by  dark. 

When  these  five  men  were  in  our  camp,  swearing 
vengeance,  the  wind,  thunder  and  rising  ATimeiy 
cloud  indicated  an  api)roching  storm,  and  in  s****"' 
a  short  time  after  they  left  the  rain  and  hail  began  to 

•  Tlilt  pangraph  !■  %  note  in  the  "Addenda"  of  the  Me.  Hletoiy,  Book  A,  p.  IS. 
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fall.*  The  storm  was  treDieiidous;  wind  and  rain,  hail 
and  thunder  met  them  in  groat  wrath,  and  soon  softene«l 
thoir  direful  courage,  and  frustrated  all  their  designs  to 
'^killJoe  Smith  and  his  army.''  lostead  of  coutinuiDg 
a  cannonadinii;  which  they  commenced  when  the  san  was 
about  one  hour  high,  they  crawled  under  wagons,  into 
hollow  trees,  and  filled  one  old  shanty,  till  the  storm  was 
over,  when  their  animuMition  was  soaked,  and  the  forty 
in  Clay  eoiuity  were  extremely  anxious  in  the  niorniuEr  to 
return  to  Jackson,  havin^j:  experitnieed  the  j)itiless  pelting 
of  the  storm  all  night;  and  as  soon  as  arrangements 
could  be  made,  this  * 'forlorn  hope"  took  the  '*baek 
track"  for  Independence,  to  join  the  main  body  of  the 
mob,  fully  satisfied,  as  were  those  survivors  of  the  com- 
pany who  were  drowned,  that  when  Jehovah  fights 
they  would  rather  be  absent.  The  gratification  is  too 
terrible. 

Very  In  lie  hail  fell  in  our  camp,  l>ut  from  iialf  a  mile 
to  a  mile  around,  the  stones  or  lum])s  of  ice  cut  down 
the  crops  of  corn  and  vegetation  g«'nerally,  even  cutting 
limbs  from  trees,  while  the  trees,  themselves  were  twisted 
into  withes  by  the  wind.  The  lightning  Hashed  incessantly, 

•  Wilford  Woodruff  Hays  that  when  tbe  flvr  men  entered  the  camp  there  was  not 
ft  cloud  to  hv  SI  (  ri  in  the  wlioh-  lii  nvt  ii"«.  l.ul  as  ihc  men  It-ft  the  ramp  tliere  was  a 
i«mall  cloud  like  a  black  spot  appeared  iu  the  north  west,  and  it  began  to  unroll 
itMlf  like  a  Mroll,  aod  tn  a  few  miirates  the  whole  he«T«ni  were  eoTered  with  a 
pall  nn  black  as  ink.  ThiH  indicated  a  sudden  i^tortn  which  tOOB  hroke  npou  VM 
with  wind,  rain,  thunder  and  li^htnin;;  »nd  hail.  Our  IkmN  wrerf  «oon  efloet  end 
our  tents  blown  down  over  our  heads.  We  all  tied  into  a  Bapti-st  nieeUng  honse. 
Am  the  Prophet  Jowph  eene  in  shaking  the  water  from  his  hal  and  elothiag  he 
■aid,  "Boyft,  there  la  some  meaning  to  tbitt  Ood  la  in  thla  atorm."  We  aang 
prniscs  to  (]<«],  and  lay  all  night  on  ht-ncht  -  under  rover  while  our  enemies  were 
in  the  pelting  storm.  It  was  reported  that  the  mob  cavalry  who  fled  into  the 
school  house  had  to  hold  their  horses  by  the  bridles  between  the  logs,  but  when 
the  heavy  h%il  atonn  atmek  them  they  broke  away,  akinnlnf  the  flngera  of  thoaa 
who  were  holdinfj  them.  The  horses  fled  before  the  storm  and  were  not  found  for 
Severn!  days.  It  was  reported  that  the  captain  of  the  compnny  in  the  school  house 
said  it  was  a  strange  thing  that  they  could  do  nothing  against  the  Mormons  but  what 
there  mnat  be  aome  hail  atom  or  aome  other  thing  to  binder  their  doing  any* 
thing,  but  thev  did  not  feel  disposed  to  acknowledge  that  God  was  flirhting 
our  battles.  (Wilford  Woodruff note  in  Ma.  History  of  the  Cburoh,  Book  A, 
p.  332. 
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which  caused  it  to  be  so  light  in  our  camp  through  the 
night,  that  we  eould  discern  the  most  minute  objects;  and 
the  roaring  of  the  thunder  was  tremendous.  The  earth 
trembled  and  quaked,  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and, 
united,  it  seemed  as  if  the  mandate  of  vengeance  had 
gone  forth  lioni  the  God  of  battles^  to  protect  His 
servants  from  the  (h'structif>n  of  their  enemies,  for  the 
hail  fell  on  tlieni  Jind  not  on  us,  ami  we  sulTcred  no 
harm,  except  the  Ijlowing  down  of  some  of  our  tents,  and 
getting  wet;  while  our  enemies  had  holes  made  in  their 
hats,  and  otherwise  received  damage,  even  the  breaking 
of  their  rifle  stocks,  and  the  fleeing  of  their  horses 
through  fear  and  pain. 

Many  of  my  little  band  sheltered  in  an  old  meeting-house 
through  this  night,  and  in  the  morning  the  water  in  Big 
Fishin*,^  river  was  about  forty  feet  deep,  where,  the  i>rev- 
ioU8  evening,  it  was  no  more  than  to  our  ankles,  and  our 
enemies  swore  that  the  water  rose  thirty  feet  in  tliirty 
minutes  in  the  Little  Fishing  river.  They  reported  that 
one  of  their  men  was  killed  by  lightning,  and  that  another 
had  his  hand  torn  off  by  his  horse  drawing  his  hand 
between  the  logs  of  a  com  crib  while  he  was  holdmg  him 
on  the  inside.  They  declared  that  if  that  was  the  way 
God  fought  for  the  Mormons,  they  might  as  well  go  about 
their  business. 

FrUUtfi  :*o. — This  morning  1  counseled  the  brethren  to 
dischar^'-e  all  tlieir  tirearms,  when  it  was  c«re  of  Arm* 
found  wc  had  nearly  six  hundred  shots,  very  Storm?**** 
few  of  which  missed  fire,  which  shows  how  very  careful 
the  brethren  had  been  in  taking  care  of  their  arms  during 
the  storm. 

We  drove  five  miles  on  to  the  prurie  where  we  could 
procure  food  for  ourselves  and  horses,  and  ^he  visit  of 
defend  ourselves  from  the  rage  of  our  ene-   coi  scawet* 
mtes.    While  camped  here  on  Saturday  the 
21st,  Colonel  Sconce,  with  two  other  leading  men  from 
Bay  county,  came  to  see  us,  desiiing  to  know  what  our 
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intentions  were;  **for,''  said  he,  see  that  there  is  an 
Almighty  power  that  protects  this  people,  for  I  started 
from  Eichmond,  Bay  oomity,  with  a  company  of  armed 
men,  having  a  fixed  determmation  to  destroy  yon,  but 
was  kept  back  by  the  storm,  and  was  not  able  to  reach 
yon.*'  When  he  entered  our  camp  lie  was  seized  with 
such  a  ti-einhlin<j^  that  he  was  obliged  to  sit  down  to  com- 
pose liiiii.s«'lf ;  and  wlieii  ho  had  mad«'  known  the  object  of 
th(Mr  visit,  1  arose,  and,  addressing  them,  gave  a  relation 
o£  the  sufferings  of  the  Saints  in  Jackson  county,  and 
also  onr  persecntions  generally,  and  what  we  had  suffered 
by  our  enemies  for  our  religion;  and  that  we  had  come  one 
thousand  miles  to  assist  our  brethren,to  bring  them  clothing, 
etc.,  and  to  reinstate  them  upon  their  own  lands;  and  that 
we  had  no  intention  to  molest  or  injure  any  people,  but  only 
to  administer  to  the  wants  of  onr  atllieted  friends;  and  that 
the  evil  reports  circulated  al)out  us  were  false,  and  ^ot  up  by 
our  enemies  to  procure  our  destruction.  When  1  had  closed 
a  lengthy  speech,  the  spirit  of  which  melted  them  into 
compassion,  they  arose  and  offered  me  their  hands,  and 
said  they  would  use  their  influence  to  allay  the  excite- 
ment which  everywhere  prevailed  against  us;  and  they 
wept  when  they  heard  of  our  afiOictions  and  persecutions, 
and  learned  that  our  intentions  were  good.  Accordingly 
they  went  forth  among  the  people,  and  made  unwearied 
exertions  to  allav  the  excitement.* 

Brother  Ezra  Thayre  and  Josepli  Hancock  are  sick  with 
,  the  cholera.  Thomas  Haves  was  taken  todav. 

Cholera  .  *         .     .      .  . 

Bregwouiin    Previous  to  crossing  the  Mississippi  river  I  had 

*  *  called  the  camp  together!  and  told  them  that 
in  consequence  of  the  disobedience  of  some  who  had  been 
unwilling  to  listen  to  my  words,  but  had  rebelled,  God 

*  It  is  »hU\  of  the  prophet  Jcneph  that  if  he  foulti  but  once  get  the  attentktn 
«Teii  of  his  bitteretit  enemies  bis  nativo  eloquence,  inspired  by  the  troth  land  the 
pftUuM of  people's  euiroriiics,  onwlljorenrliolmed  thtm;  mA  Id  ao  lastUMOVM 
his  triui|l]dl  more  marked  than  in  the  one  jallt  relolod. 

t  The  predleilon  will  be  found  »l  p.  80. 
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had  decreed  that  sieknees  should  eome  upon  the  camp, 
and  if  they  did  not  repent  and  humble  themselves  before 
Qod  they  should  die  like  sheep  with  the  rot;  that  I  was 
sorry,  but  could  not  help  it.*   The  scourge  must  come; 

repentance  and  humility  may  miticate  the  chastisement, 
but  cannot  altogether  avert  it.  But  there  were  some  who 
would  n(»t  i^ive  heo<l  to  my  words. 

The  brethren  iu  Clay  county  wrote  the  committee  of  the 
Jackson  mob  the  same  day  as  follows: — 

Clay  County,  June  21.  IS.U. 

Gentlemen — Your  propositions  of  Monday  last  have  been  p  nerally 
made  known  to  our  peoploj  and  we  are  instructed  to  inform  you  that 
they  cannot  be  act  eded  to. 

Honorable  propositions  to  you  are  now  making  on  <nir  part,  and  we 
tliiuk  we  shall  be  enabled  to  deliver  the  same  to  you  the  early  part  of 
next  week.  We  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  give  you  aeanr- 
•Does  that  oar  brethren  here,  together  with  those  who  have  arrived 
from  the  eaat,  are  nnanimooaly  dispoeed  to  make  every  saerifiee  for 
an  honorable  adjustment  of  our  differences,  that  oould  be  reqnured  of 
free  mtisens  of  the  United  States. 

Negotiations  at  the  camp  are  now  coini;  on  between  some  gentle* 
men  of  this  county,  and  oar  brethren,  which  are  calculated  to  allay  the 
pn^at  excitement  in  your  county.  We  are  informed  that  the  citizens 
of  Jackson  entertain  fears  that  our  people  intend  to  invade  their 
territory  in  a  hostile  manner.  We  assure  you  that  tlieir  fears  are 
groundless;  such  is  not  and  never  was  our  intention. 

(Signed)  W.  W.  Phelps. 

A.  S.  Gilbert, 
W.  E.  M'Lellin. 

John  Cohrill, 
Isaac  Mokley. 

2b  8.  C.  Owen$,  and  othera  of  the  Jaekton  eommittu, 

June  ^.—Brother  Lyman  Smith  received  a  wound 
from  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  horse-pistol,  from  which 
he  recovered  in  about  three  days. 

V 

•  WlM«  he  [Am  prophet  Joseph]  spoke  these  thing*  U  pieieed  me  like  a 
dart,  havinff  a  ttMmof  that  eo  It  would  be.  (Bxtiaete  tiom  B.  0.  KlmtaU'e 
Jcanal.  Tlm§a  end  Buuont,  Vol.  t1,  p.  804.) 
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Cornelius  Gillium,  the  sheriff  of  Clay  county,  came 
Visit  of  Clay  to  our  camp  to  hold  consultation  with  us. 
iff  to  (^6^^  I  marched  my  company  into  a  grove  near  by^ 
^i**  and  formed  in  a  circle,  with  GiUinm  in  the 
centre.  Gillinm  commenced  by  saying  that  he  had  heard 
that  Joseph  Smith  was  in  tho  eanip,  and  if  so  he  would 
like  to  see  him.  I  aios.'  an<l  leplied,  *'I  am  the  man." 
This  was  tlie  first  time  that  I  had  }mni  discovered  or  made 
known  to  my  enemies  since  I  left  Kirtlaad.  Gillium  then 
gave  us  instruction  concerning  the  manners,  customs^ 
and  dispositions  of  the  people,  and  what  course  we 
ought  to  pursue  to  secure  their  favor  and  protection^ 
making  certain  inquiries,  to  which  we  replied*  which  were 
afterwards  published,  and  will  appear  under  date  of 
publication. 

i  also  received  the  i'ollowing: — 

Boelation  gic:n  on  Fnhinj  Ricsr^  Musjurif  June  22^  1834.* 

1.  Verilrl  say  onto  yoa  who  have  assembled  yonrselves  together 
that  yoa  may  learn  my  will  oonceminflr  the  redemption  of  mine  afflicted 

people : 

2.  Btfhold.  I  say  unto  you,  were  it  not  for  the  transgressions  of  my 
people,  speaking  eoneerniufirthe  Church  and  not  individuals,  they  might 
have  been  redeemed  even  now; 

3.  Bat  behold,  they  h.-ive  not  learned  to  be  obedient  to  the  thinjcs 
which  I  re()uired  at  their  iiuncN,  hur  are  full  of  all  manner  of  evil,  nnd 
do  not  impart  of  their  substance  as  becometh  saints,  to  the  pour  and 
afllieted  anioiif^  them. 

4.  And  are  not  united  according  to  the  union  required  by  the  law  of 
the  celestial  kingdom ; 

5.  And  Zion  cannot  be  built  up  unless  it  is  by  the  principles  of  the 
law  of  the  celestial  kingdom,  otherwise  I  cannot  receive  her  unto 
myself; 

6.  And  my  people  must  needs  be  chastened  until  they  leant  obedi- 
ence, if  it  must  needs  be.  by  the  things  which  they  suffer. 

7.  I  speak  not  concerning  those  who  are  appointed  to  lead  my  people, 
who  are  the  first  Elders  of  my  Church,  for  they  are  not  all  under  this 
condemnation; 

*  Doctrioe  and  Covenants,  leo.  ev. 
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8.  Bat  I  speak  concerning  my  churches  abroad — there  are  many  who 
will  say.  Where  is  their  God?  Behold,  He  will  deliver  them  in  time  of 
trouble,  otherwise  we  will  not  ko  up  unto  Ziont  and  will  keep  our 

moueys. 

9.  Therefore,  in  coiiseiiueiice  of  the  transpvessions  of  my  people,  it  is 
expedient  in  me  that  mine  Elders  should  wait  fur  a  little  season  for  the 
redemption  of  Zion, 

10.  That  they  themselves  may  be  prepared,  and  that  my  people  may 
be  taucrht  more  perfectly*  aod  have  experieaoe,  and  know  more  per- 
fectly cooeeroinc;  their  duty,  and  the  thiogt  which  I  require  at  their 
baade. 

11.  And  this  cannot  be  brooipht  to  pass  until  mine  Elden  are  en- 
dowed with  power  from  on  high; 

12.  For  behoM,  I  have  prepared  a  icreat  endowment  and  blessioir  to 
be  poured  oat  upon  them,  inasmuch  as  they  are  faithful  and  continue 

in  humility  before  me; 

13.  Therefore  it  is  expedient  in  me  that  mine  Elders  should  wait  for 
a  little  season,  for  the  redemption  of  Zion; 

14.  For  behold.  T      not  require  at  their  hands  to  fi^jht  the  battles  of 
Zion;  for,  as  I  said  iu  a  former  commandmeat,  even  so  will  I  fulM — 
will  fijfht  your  battles. 

15.  Behold,  the  destroyer  I  have  ^vn\  U>r\\i  to  destroy  and  lay  waste 
mine  enemies:  and  not  many  years  henee  they  shall  not  be  left  to  pol- 
lute mine  herita<?e,  and  to  Idaspheme  n>y  name  upon  tiie  lands  which  I 
have  consecrated  for  the  gathering  together  of  my  saints. 

16.  Behold,  I  have  commanded  my  servant  Baurak  Ale  (Joseph 
Smith,  Jun.,)  to  tay  unto  the  strength  of  my  house,  my  warriors,  my 
young  men,  and  middle-aged,  to  gather  together  for  the  redemption  of 
my  people,  and  throw  down  the  towen  of  mine  enemies  and  scatter 
their  watchmen; 

17.  But  the  strength  of  mine  house  have  not  hearkened  unto  my 

words; 

IS.  But  inasmuch  as  there  are  those  who  have  hearkened  unto  my 
words,  I  have  prepared  a  blessing  and  an  endowment  for  them,  if  they 

continue  faithful. 

10.  1  have  heard  their  prayers,  and  will  accept  their  ofTerinp;  and  it 
is  e.xpi-dieut  iu  me,  that  they  should  be  brought  thus  far  I'or  atrial  of 
their  faith. 

20.  And  now,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  a  comtnandnient  1  ^'ive  unto  you, 
that  as  many  as  have  come  up  hither,  that  can  stay  iu  the  region  round 
about,  4et  them  stay; 

21.  And  those  that  cannot  stay,  who  have  families  in  the  east,  let 
thorn  tarry  for  a  little  season,  inasmuch  at  my  servant  Joseph  shall  ap- 
point unto  them; 
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22.  For  I  will  counsel  him  concerning  this  matter,  and  all  things 
whatsoever  he  shall  appoint  unto  thera  shall  be  fulfilled. 

And  let  all  my  people  who  dwell  in  the  rejfions  round  about  be 
very  faithful,  and  prayerful,  and  humble  before  me,  and  reveal  not  the 
thin^^s  which  I  have  revealed  unto  them,  until  it  is  wisdom  in  me  thAt 
they  should  be  revealed. 

24.  Talk  not  of  judgments,  neither  boast  of  faith,  nor  of  mighty 
works,  but  carefully  "gather  together,  as  much  in  one  region  as  can  be 
consisteutlj'  with  the  feelings  of  the  people; 

25.  And  behold,  I  will  give  unto  you  favor  and  grace  in  their  eyes, 
that  you  may  rest  in  peace  and  safety,  while  you  are  saying  unto  the 
people,  Execute  judgment  and  justice  for  us  according  to  law,  and  re- 
dress us  of  our  wrongs. 

20.  Now,  behold,  I  say  uuto  yon,  my  friends,  in  this  way  yon  may 
find  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  until  the  army  of  Israel  becomes 
very  great; 

27.  And  I  will  soften  the  hearts  of  the  people,  as  I  did  the  heart  of 
Pharaoh,  from  time  to  time,  until  my  servant  Baurak  Ale  (Joseph 
Smith,  Jun.,)  and  Baneemy  (mine  Elders),  whom  I  have  appointed, 
shall  have  time  to  gather  up  the  strength  of  my  house, 

28.  And  to  have  sent  wise  men,  to  fulfill  that  which  I  have  com- 
manded concerning  the  purchasing  of  all  the  lands  in  Jackson  county 
that  can  be  purchased,  and  in  the  adjoining  counties  round  about; 

29.  For  it  is  my  will  that  these  lands  should  be  purchased,  and  after 
they  arc  purchased  that  my  Saints  should  possess  them  according  to  the 
laws  of  consecration  which  I  have  given; 

30.  And  after  these  lands  are  purchased,  I  will  hold  the  armies  of 
Israel  guiltless  in  taking  possession  of  their  own  lands, which  they  have 
previously  purchased  with  their  moneys,  and  of  throwing  down  the 
towers  of  mine  enemies  that  may  be  upon  them,  and  scattering  their 
watchmen,  and  aveuf^in^'  hk-  of  mine  enemies  unto  the  third  and  fourth 
generation  of  theni  that  hato  me. 

31.  But  firstly,  K't  my  army  become  very  great, and  let  it  be  sanctified 
before  me.  that  it  may  become  fair  as  the  sun,  and  clear  as  the  raoon, 
and  that  her  banners  may  bo  terrible  unto  all  nations; 

32.  That  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  may  be  constrained  to  acknowl- 
edge, that  the  kingdom  of  Zion  is  in  very  deed  the  kingdom  of  our  God 
and  His  Christ;  therefore  let  us  become  subject  unto  her  laws. 

33.  Verily  I  s^ay  unto  you,  it  is  expedient  in  me  that  the  first  Elders 
of  luy  Church  should  receive  their  endowment  from  on  high  in  my 
house  which  I  have  commanded  to  bo  built  unto  my  name  in  the  laud 
of  Kirtland; 

34  And  let  those  commandments  which  I  have  given  concerning 
Ziou  and  her  law  be  executed  and  fulrtllod,  after  her  redemption: 
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35.  There  lias  been  n  day  of  ealliiif,',  but  tho  time  has  come  for  a  day 
of  choosinp:.  and  let  those  be  chosen  that  are  worthy; 

36.  And  it  shall  be  manifest  unto  my  servant, by  the  voice  of  the  Spir- 
it, those  that  are  chosen,  and  they  shall  be  sauctitied; 

37.  And  inai»mueh  as  they  follow  the  counsel  which  they  receive,  they 
diall  have  power  after  many  days  to  accomplish  all  things  pertainiog^ 
to  Zkm. 

38.  And  again  I  say  unto  yon,  lae  for  peaoe  not  only  to  the  people 
that  have  smitten  yon,  bnt  also  to  all  people; 

90.  And  lift  np  an  ensign  of  peaee,  and  make  a  proelamationof  peaee 
onto  the  ends  of  the  earth; 

40.  And  make  proposals  for  peace  unto  those  who  have  smitten  you, 
aecording  to  the  voiee  of  the  Spirit  which  is  in  yon,  and  all  things  shall 
work  together  for  yonr  pood ; 

41.  Therefore  be  faithful,  and  behold,  and  lo,  I  am  with  yon  OTen 
unto  the  end.   £ven  so.  Amen. 


yi.i^ud  by  Google 


112 


HIBTOBY  OF  XHfi  CHUBCH. 


(A.  o.  ua& 


! 

CHAPTER  Vm. 

ZIOM'S  CAMF  DIBBAMDSD— an  APPfiAL. 

June  'J3. — We  resuniod  our  march  for  Liberty,  Clay 
county,  taking  a  circuitous  course  around  the  heads  of 
Fishing  river,  to  avoid  the  deep  water.  When  within  five 
or  six  miles  of  Liberty,  we  were  met  by  General  Atchison 
and  other  gentlemen,  who  desired  ns  not  to  go  to  Liberty 
becaose  the  feelings  of  the  people  were  so  much  enraged 
against  ns.  At  their  solicitation  we  turned  onr  course, 
wheoliu^ir  to  tlie  left,  and  crossintr  tlie  ]>rairie  and  wood-  | 
land,  caiin'  tu  Brother  Al<,^t'rn()n  Sidin^y  Gilbert's  resi-  i 
<lt'iH'o,  and  encam])ed  on  the  bank  of  Kush  creek,  in 
Brother  Burket's*  Held. 

A  Council  of  High  Priests  assembled  in  fulfilment  of  the  , 
revelation  given  the  day  previous,  and  the  following 
individuals  were  called  and  chosen,  as  they  were  made 
manifest  unto  me  by  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  and  revelation, 
to  receive  their  endowments: 

Edward  Partridge  was  called  and  chosen,  to  go  to 
Kirtlan<l  and  receive  his  endowment  with  power  from  on 
high,  and  also,  to  stand  in  his  oihce  of  Bishop  to  purchube 
lands  in  the  statt*  of  Missouri. 

William  W.  IMielphs  was  called  and  chosen,  and  it  was 
appointed  unto  him  to  receive  his  endowment  with  power 
from  on  high,  and  help  to  carry  on  the  printing  establish- 
ment in  Kirtland,  until  Zion  is  redeemed. 

Isaac  Morley  and  John  Corrill  were  called  and  chosen, 
and  it  was  appointed  unto  them  to  receive  their  endow- 
ment with  power  from  on  high  in  Kirtland,  and  assist  in 

*Also  gi%-eD  "Burgbart'a"  in  tome  of  the  Cburch  records. 
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^ratheriiio:  up  the  strength  of  the  Lord's  house,  aud 
preach  the  Gospel. 

John  Whitnier  hikI  David  Whitmer  were  called  and 
chosen,  and  appointed  to  receive  their  endowment  in  Kirt- 
land,  and  continue  in  their  offices. 

Algernon  Sidney  Gilbert  was  called  and  chosen,  and 
appointed  to  receive  his  endowment  in  Eirtland,  and  to 
assist  in  gathering  up  the  strength  of  tiie  Lord's  honse, 
and  to  proclaim  the  everlastinfr  Gospel  until  Zion  is 
redeemed.    But  lu'  said  lie  "could  not  do  it.** 

Peter  AVhitmer,  Jun.,  Simeon  Carter,  Newel  Knijrht, 
Parley  P.  Pratt,  Christian  Whitiucr  and  Solomon  Han- 
cock were  called  and  chosen;  aud  it  was  appointed  unto 
them  to  receive  their  endowment  in  Kirtland,  with  power 
from  on  high;  to  assist  in  gathering  up  the  strength  of 
the  Lord's  house;  and  to  preach  the  everlasting  Gospel. 

Thomas  B.  Marsh  was  called  and  chosen;  and  it  was 
appointed  unto  him  to  receive  his  endowment  inEirtland, 
his  office  to  be  made  known  hereafter. 

Lyman  Wight  was  called  and  chosen;  and  it  was  ap- 
pointed unto  him  to  receive  his  endowment  in  Kirtland, 
with  power  from  on  high ;  and  return  to  Zion  and  have 
his  of&ce  appointed  unto  him  hereaftei*. 

The  same  day  the  Elders  made  the  following  reply, 
before  referred  to,  to  Samuel  0.  Owens  and  others, 
committee"  of  the  Jackson  county  mob: 

We,  the  nnderstgned  eommitt«e,  baviog  foil  power  and  authority  to 

settle  and  adjust  all  matters  and  diiTcrenoesezistisg between oorpeople 
or  aoeiety  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jackson  county,  upon  honorable 
and  eonstitutional  principles;  therefore,  if  the  said  inhaljitants  of 
Jackson  eaunty  will  not  let  us  return  to  our  lands  in  peace,  we  are 
willinfr  to  propose  tirst:  tliat  twelve  disinterested  men,  six  to  be 
chosen  by  our  people,  anti  six  ))y  the  iuhaliitauts  of  Jackson  county; 
and  these  twelve  men  shall  say  wliat  the  lands  of  those  men  are  worth 
iu  that  county,  who  cannot  consent  to  live  with  us,  and  they  shall 
receive  their  money  for  the  same  in  one  year  from  the  time  the  treaty  is 
made,  and  none  <rf  our  people  shall  enter  the  oonnty  to  reside  till  the 
money  is  paid.    The  siJd  twelve  men  shall  have  power  also  to  say 
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whnt  the  daraapcs  shall  be  for  the  injuries  we  have  sustaiiiad  in  the 
destruction  of  prtjjK-rty  and  in  heintr  driven  fioin  our  possessions, 
which  amount  of  dauuiKtJS  shall  be  deducted  froni  the  atuouui  tor  their 
lands.    Oup  object  is  peace,  and  an  early  answer  will  be  expected. 

(Sii^ned)  W.  W.  Phxlpb, 

Bdwabd  Partridoi, 
Ibaao  Morlbt, 

JOBK  Ck>IUtIU., 
JOHK  WHinClB, 
A.  8.  GiLBIBT. 

June  .21. — Tliis  night  tho  cholora  V)nrst  forth  among  us, 
and  about  midnight  it  was  manitVstcd  in  its  most  vimlont 
chokrain  iotui.  QuT  eaus  wor(^  saluted  with  cries  aod 
the  Camp,  moan i T) gs ,  and  lamentation s  on  every  hand ;  even 
those  on  guard  fell  to  the  earth  with  their  gnus  in  their 
hands,  so  sadden  and  powerful  was  the  attack  of  this  terrible 
disease.  At  the  commencement,  I  attempted  to  lay  on  hands 
for  their  recovei-y,  bnt  I  quickly  learned  by  painful  ex- 
perience, that  when  the  great  Jehovah  decrees  destruction 
upon  any  people,  and  makes  known  His  determination, 
man  must  not  attemjii  to  stay  His  liaiid.  The  moment  I 
attempted  to  reljuke  the  disease  I  was  attacked,  and  had  I 
not  desisted  in  my  attempt  to  save  the  life  of  a  brother, 
I  would  have  sacrificed  my  own.  The  disease  seized  upon 
me  like  the  talons  of  a  hawk,  and  I  said  to  the  brethren: 
''If  my  work  were  done,  yon  would  hare  to  put  me  in 
the  ground  without  a  coffin." 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  the  camp  was 
zion'a  Camp  Separated  into  small  bands,  and  dispersed 
Dteiwiided.  among  the  brethren  living  in  the  vicinity;  and 
1  wrote  and  sent  by  express,  to  "Messrs.  Thornton, 
Doniphan,  and  Atchison, ' '  as  follows: 

Ri'SH  Chkkk,  Clay  County,  June  25,  1834. 

Gknti.emkn* — Our  company  of  men  advanced  yesterday  from  their 
encampment  beyond  Fishinjr  liver  to  Kusli  Creek,  where  their  tents 
are  aj^ain  pitched.  Hut  feelinp  disposed  to  adopt  every  pacific  measure, 
without  jcopurdi/iii},'  our  lives,  to  cpiiet  the  prejudices  and  fears  of 
some  part  of  the  citizens  of  this  county,  we  have  concluded  that  our 
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company  sbiill  be  iuiinediatelj'  dispersed,  and  rontinno  so  till  every 
effort  for  an  adjustment  of  differenees  between  us  and  tlit-  |)e(»pl«i  of 
Jaeksun  has  been  made  on  our  part,  that  would  in  any  wise  be  required 
of  us  by  disinterested  men  of  republican  pnnriples. 

I  am  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J08IPH  Smith,  Jun. 
are  nov  eorrMponding  with  the  governor,  (u  I  am  in- 
formed) :  will  yon  do  ns  the  faTor  to  aeqnaint  him  of  onr  efforts  for  a 
eompromiae.  This  information  we  want  eonveyed  to  the  governor,, 
inaanraeh  as  his  ears  are  stuffed  with  reports  from  Jackson,  of  oar 
hostile  intentions.  J.  8. 

I  left  Bush  Creek  the  same  day  in  company  with  David 
Whitmer  and  two  other  brethren,  for  the  western  part  of 
Clay  oonnty.  While  traveling,  we  called  at  j^x  of  the 
the  house  of  a  Mr.  Moss  for  a  drink  of  water. 
The  woman  of  the  house  shonted  from  the  door,  that  they 
had  **no  water  for  Mormons/'  that  they  were  **afraid  of 
the  cholera,"  t^c,  at  the  same  time  tlirowiiig  out  her  arms 
as  if  defendinfj:  herself  from  tlie  cliolera  in  the  form  of  a 
persona <re.  We  turned  and  dej»arted,  accordiuK  to  the 
commaiKiuient,  and  before  a  week  had  passed,  the  cholera 
entered  that  honse,  and  that  woman  and  three  others  of 
the  family  were  dead. 

When  the  cholera  made  its  appearance,  Blder  John  S. 
Carter  was  the  first  man  who  stepped  forward  to  rebuke 
it,  and  upon  this,  was  instantly  seized,  and  Fint  victims 
became  the  first  victim  in  the  camp.  He  died  •'«»«ciu>i««- 
about  six  oVlock  in  the  afternoon;  and  8eth  Hitchcock 
died  in  about  thirty  minutes  afterwards.  Erastus  Rudd 
di<Ml  about  the  same  moment,  alth()u<j^li  a  halt'  a  mile 
distant.  He  was  buried  by  Jesse  timith,  George  A.  Smith 
and  two  or  thret^  others,  and  while  burying  him,  Jesse  Smith 
was  attacked  with  the  cholera.  As  it  was  impossible  to 
obtain  coffins,  the  brethren  rolled  the  corpses  in  blankets, 
canied  them  on  a  horse-sled  about  half  a  mile,  buried 
them  on  the  bank  of  a  small  stream,  which  empties 
into  Rush  creek,  all  of  which  was  accomplished  by  dark. 
When  they  had  returned  from  the  burial,  the  brethren 
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unitedly  covenanted  and  prayed,  hopinj]^  the  disease  wotdd 
be  stayed;  but  in  vain,  for  wliile  thus  covenauting, 
Eber  Wilcox  died;  and  while  some  were  dij^giiig  the 
grave,  otheis  stood  sentry  with  their  lire  aims,  watchiug 
their  enemies.* 

*  Of  diMe  sorrowfal  •eenm  BIder  Heber  C.  KfmtwU,  fn  bit  Jouml,  gtwn  th» 

following  descriptiui>,  which  ought  DOt  tobe  lott  to  the  rt-atler  of  Cburrh  BlttOfy: 
"WIm'ii  xhf  cholera  (ir.st  l)r<»ko  ont  in  the  rnmp.  Hrother  John  S.  Carter  was  the 
first  who  went  forth  to  rebuke  it,  but  [he]  bimself,  was  immedutely  seised  hj  it, 
and  u  bafon  atatcd,  waa  tha  flrat  wbo  waa  atala.  In  about  fbirlj  mlnntea  aflar 
bla  death,  Seth  BHeheock  foUowad  hla;  and  It  appeared  aa  Ikoa^  wa  sioai  afaA 
iijn!' r    Hic   dcstrnytT   with    thf-m.      We    were  not  able  to   obtain  hoards  to 
makt  rnfVms.  [for  those  who  died  ],  hut  were  under  the  necessity  of  rolling  them  up 
in    their   blankets,  and  burying  them  iu  that  manner.     So  we  placed  them 
oti  a  sled,  whieh  waa  drawn  by  a  bone  about  half  a  mOe,  where  wa  boited 
them  in  •  little  blufT  by  the  side  of  a  small  stream  that  emptied  into  Rush  ereek. 
Tliis  we  accomplished  l>y  dark,  and  returned.    <  >ur  hopef"  were  tJjat  no  more  would 
die,  but  while  we  were  uniting  iu  a  covenant  to  pray  once  more  with  uplifted 
haadi  to  God,  we  looked  at  our  belored  broflier.  Elder  Wfleox,  and  be  waa 
ga^^piug  his  laHt.    At  this  scene  my  feelings  were  beyond  espresslon.  Those 
oidy  who  witnessed  it,  ran  realize  anything'  of  the  nattjre  of  our  sufferings,  and 
I  felt  to  weep,  and  pray  to  the  Lord  that  lie  would  spare  my  life  tliat  I  might 
behold  my  dear  family  again.  I  felt  to  aovaaaiit  vMb  ay  brethieB,  and  I  idH 
hi  my  heart  nerer  to  eomnlt  another  ain  while  I  Ured.  Wa  felt  to  alt  and  waap 
over  our  brethren,  and  so  great waa  our  norrow  that  we  could  have  washed  them  with 
our  tears,  to  realize  that  they  had  traveled  one  thousand  miles  through  so  much 
fatigue  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  our  brethren — and  who  hath  greater  love  than 
he  wbo  la  wUllag  to  lay  down  hla  life  for  bla  bretbrcnt  Thia  taaraaaed  o«r  lofva 
to  them.   About  12  o'clock  at  night  we  placed   Brother  Wilcox  on  a  amali  sled, 
which  we  drew  to  the  place  of  Interment,  with  one  hand  hold  of  the  rope,  and  In  the 
other  we  bore  our  firelocks  for  our  defense.     While  one  or  two  were  digging 
the  graTe,  tiie  reat  atood  with  their  axma  to  defend  tfaem.  Thla  waa  oar  aitoatlott, 
the  enemies  around  us,  and  tha  deatroyer  in  oar  midst.   Soon  after  wc  returned 
another  brother  wn-*  taken  away  from  our  little  band :  thur«  it  continued  until  five 
out  ot  ten  (attacked]  were  taken  away.    It  was  truly  affecting  to  see  the  love 
manifeatad  among  the  brethren  for  <ma  another,  daring  tha  afflletioB;  BrallMr 
Joaeph,  aeeing  the  aufferlngs  of  his  brethren,  stepped  forward  to  rebaka  Htm 
destroyer,  but  was  immediately  seiy.ed  witli  the  disen«e  himself;  and  I  assisted 
him  a  short  distance  from  the  place,  when  it  was  with  difficulty  he  oould  walk. 
All  that  kept  our  enemies  from  us  was  the  fear  of  the  destroyer  whieh  the  Lord 
ao  eent  aasong  oa.  After  Imr^g  theae  Uto  brethren,  or  aboat  thla  thM,  1  waa 
seized  by  the  hand  of  the  destroyer,  as  I  had  gone  Into  the  woods  to  pray.    I  was 
iastantly  straek  blind,  and  saw  no  way  where>>y  I  muld  free  myself  from  the 
disease,  only  to  exert  myself  by  jumping  and  thra»hing  myself  about,  until  my  sight 
retained  to  me,  and  ay  blood  began  to  elreulate  in  ay  Toina.  I  atartad  and  ran 
some  distance,  and  by  thla  aeans,  through  the  help  of  Qod,  I  was  enabled  to 
extrioiite  myself  from  the  irrasp  of  death.   This  rircumstanoa  tOOk  plaoo in  apiaoa 
of  woods  just  behind  Brother  Sidney  tiill>ert's  house.     •     •      O      •      •  e 
Two  other  brethren  died  at  Brother  Oilboft'a  hooaa  about  ttila  aaaa  tfaM.  Oao 
of  tiiaaa  waa  a  eeoaln  to  Brother  Joaeph  8atth.  tha  Frophot.*' 
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June  ktJ, — The  Elders  wrote  Governor  Dunklin  as 
follows: 

Sir — A  company  of  our  people,  exceeding  two  hundred  men,  ar- 
rived in  this  county  the  19th  instant,  and  encamped  about  twelve  miles 
from  Liberty,  where  they  were  met  by  several  gentlemeu  from  this 
[CiayJ  and  Itay  county. who  went  by  requcf^t  of  the  people.  t<»  ascertain 
the  motives  and  desig'us  of  our  people  in  approaching  this  county; 
and  a.s  the  deputation  was  compojied  of  g-entlemen  who  appeared  to 
possess  humane  feeling's  and  republican  principles,  our  people  were 
rejoiced  at  the  opportunity  of  an  interchange  of  feelings,  and  an  open 
and  frank  avowal  of  all  their  ^iews  and  intentions  in  emigrating  to 
this  eonntfy  with  their  arms.  A  foil  ezplaaation  having  been  given 
in  a  pnblie  address  by  oar  brother,  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  which  pro- 
dnoed  great  satiaf aetion,  the  same  in  substance  was  afterwards  rednoed 
to  writing,  and  handed  to  the  aforesaid  gentlemen,  that  it  might  be 
made  pnblie.  The  shedding  of  blood  is,  and  ever  has  been,  foreign  and 
revolting  to  onr  feelings;  fbr  this  reason,  we  have  patiently  endured  the 
grossest  indignities  that  freemen  of  this  republic  have  ever  been 
eaUed  to  suffer;  and  we  still  continoe  to  bear  with  heart-rending  feel- 
ings, a  deprivation  of  onr  rights.  We  commenced  negotiations  with 
the  inhabitants  of  Jackson  county  for  a  compromise,  wherein  proposals 
on  our  part  have  been  made  wliich  liave  been  acknowledged  by  ev«'ry 
disinterested  man  to  be  hitrhly  honorable  and  liberal.  An  answer  to  our 
propo.sitions  has  not  yet  been  received  Irom  the  luople  of  Jackson  county. 

If  we  fail  in  this  attempt,  we  intend  to  make  another  effort  and  go 
all  lengths  that  couKi  be  required  by  human  or  divine  law.  A«  our 
proposals  and  correspondence  with  the  inhabitants  of  Jackson  county 
will  doubtless  hereafter  be  published,  we  think  it  unnecessary  to  detail 
the  same  in  this  oommnnieation.  Onr  right  to  oar  soil  in  Jackson  ooonty 
we  shall  lor  ever  daim,  bat  to  obtain  peaeefol  possession  we  are 
willing  to  make  great  saeriilces.  To  allay  excitement  in  this  county, 
the  afofesaid  company  of  emigrants  have  dispersed  to  await  the  final 
end  of  all  negotiations  that  can  be  made  with  the  said  ooanty  of 
Jackson. 

Within  the  last  week,  one  of  our  men  being  near  the  ferry,  was 
seized  by  some  Jackson  eitiactts,  while  in  this  county,  threatened  with 

death  if  be  made  resistanoe,  and  carried  over  the  river,  a  prisoner,  to 
Indepemlenf 0,  where  be  was  pnt  under  guard  one  day,  and  after 
hearitiL'  many  threats,  was  liV)erated.  The  houses  of  several  of  our 
brethren  in  this  county  have  been  forcibly  entered  by  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Jackson,  and  a  number  of  guns  and  small  arms  taken 
therefrom.  We  have  been  informed,  and  have  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that 
where  the  men  were  absent  from  their  houses,  loaded  guns  were 
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preMtttod  to  the  femalM*  and  their  lives  threatened  if  thej  nude 

resistance. 

Your  second  order  for  the  restoration  of  our  arms,  was  rfoeived 
last  mail;  we  have  not  yet  done  anythincr  with  it.  Hoping:  that  tiie 
influence  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jackson  county  will  materially  lessen  in  the 
surrounding  counties,  and  the  people  become  more  tranquil,  we  think 
it  wisdom  to  defer  petitioning  for  a  guard,  while  there  exifitii  a 
hope  of  a  compromifie. 

We  believe  that  the  President  voald  render  neaasistanee  in  obtaining 
possession  of  our  lands,  if  aided  by  the  ezeenttve  of  this  state  in  « 
petition,  and  thereby  pat  an  end  to  serions  evils  that  are  growing  out 
of  the  Jaekson  eonnty  ontrage. 

In  a  letter  from  yonr  Bseelleney,  of  April  20th,  we  had  a  word  on 
the  subject  of  petitioninflr*   We  should  be  pleased  to  hear  farther,  and 
would  here  observe  that  no  communication  from  the  executive,  giving 
his  opinion  or  advice,  will  be  made  publio,  if  reqaested  not  to  do  so. 
We  are  respeotfally,  and  with  great  regard, 

Your  obedient  servants, 
A.  S.  Gilbert, 
W.  W.  Phelps, 
John  Cobbill. 

The  drafting  and  siufiiinccof  the  al>ove,  wastho  last])iiblie 

act  of  tho  k«M']M'r  of  the  Lord's  storehouse, 
Death  of  Al-  ^  ^ 

jjnMMB  wju  Algernon  Sidney  Gilbert,  for  he  was  attacked 
witli  the  cholera  the  same  day,  and  died  about 
the  29tli.  He  had  been  called  to  preach  the  Gk)Bpel,  bat 
had  been  known  to  say  that  he  "would  rather  die  than 
go  forth  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  Gentilee."* 


*  Heb«r  C.  Kimball  remulw:  **The  Lord  took  him  at  bis  wmd." 
Kimball's  jotirnnl,  Timrx  ami  Sranon.^,  Vol.  vi,  p.  SHO. 

The  remarks  in  the  body  of  the  history, and  this  expression  from  Elder  Kimball's 
joonal  we  liaUe  to  ewato  *  iiii«iiid«rttMidiB(eoiieefiiln(  Brother  Algefiimi  SIdnmf 
Otlberft,  than  whooi  the  Lord  has  hod  f«w  more  deroled  eerfMita  in  thia  diftpeoaa- 

tion.  Tlir  plarr  and  dafo  (»f  his  hirth  oannnt  now  ho  !i»*of  rtiiino<l.  Ilif*  fatlior's  f.imlly 
resided  in  liuiitingtun  Connecticut.  He.sideH  hiru.self,  there  was  a  younger  brother 
who  Joined  the  Church,  but  he  died  of  cholera  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  the  same  year  as 
hia  elder  brother  Blder  Qilberifor  wem»  yeara  waa  a  aneeeaafnl  nerelMBt  In  PoIms* 
ville,  Ohio;  and  subsequently,  with  Xewel  K.  Whitney,  be  founded  the  successful 
mereanlilf  tirni  of  (lilhert  and  Whitney  in  Klrtl:in<l,Oiiio,  at  which  place  the  Gospel 
found  hiui  in  the  year  1830.  Later,  ho  was  called  to  go  to  Missouri,  and  was  appointed 
keeper  «f  the  Lord'a  atorebenae,  and  npon  bin  alao  derolTed  the  rNpooslblllly  of 
purcbnsinK  lands  for  the  Saints.  He  was  devoted  to  the  intereHt  of  the  Saints  and 
the  Church,  la  the  peraeentiona  which  eame  npon  the  people  in  Jacltaon  county^ 


jd  by  Google 


A.  D.  im] 


HI8I0&Y  OF  IH£  OHUBOH. 


119 


The  followiug  is  from  tlie  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  Jackson  count«y  mob,  to  our  lawyer: 

Indep£ND£MOI,  Missouri,  June  2G,  1834. 

Mr,  AmOB  SeuB: 

Dbab  8m — Binoe  my  return  from  LUmtIj,  I  have  been  Imsily  engaged 
in  eonveninir  with  the  meet  influential  men  of  oar  oonnty,  endeaToring 
to  find  out,  it  poMtble,  what  kind  of  a  oompromiee  will  init  with  the 
Mormons  on  their  part.  The  people  here,  m  ma$8e,  I  find  out,  will  do 
nothing  like  aeeeding  to  theiB  last  proposition.  We  will  have  a  meeting 
if  poirible,  on  Monday  next,  at  which  time  the  proposals  of  the 
Mormons  will  be  answered.  In  the  meautirae,  I  would  be  prlad  that 
they,  the  Mormons,  would  cast  an  eye  baok  of  Clinton,  and  see  if  that 
is  not  a  eoontiy  calAulated  for  them. 

Yours  respectfully, 

S.  C.  OWBNS. 

The  cholera  oontinned  its  ravages  for  abont  fonr  days, 

when  a  remedy  for  the  purging,  vomiting,  and  crampmg, 

was  discoveml;   viz.,  dipping  the  persons 

atllicted  m  eold  water,  or  pouring  it  upon  victimaof 

them,    and  giving  them  whisky  thickened 

with  Hour  to  the  consistency  of  starch.  Whisky  was  the  only 

kind  of  spirits  that  could  be  procured  at  this  place.  About 

he  nacriflceil  all  his  goodn,  Aud  wati  amoog  the  six  who  offered  their  own  lives  for 
ttwUvMoff  tiMir  fH«ad«  In  the  JMkaoo  «oaiitT  tronbto.  to  his  refutliif  to  m> 
oept  the  appointment  to  go  and  preach  the  Ch>spel  to  the  Gentiles,  that  refkisnl  did 

not  arise  from  any  luck  <>{  faitli  iu  thf  truth  of  (Jod's  great  work,  Imf  fmni  a  native 
difhdence  and  u  lack  of  contidence  in  his  own  ability  to  preach.  Ue  wait  a  man  o' 
nutt  food  sense,  con— tftUf  end  of  aonnd  judgment.  All  qf  wUeh  ^peen  in  the 
mnj  eonavnlentfoiie  dmwn  np  in  MIsaonil  hf  hbe  dntiaff  fhe  trasbkiu  tlmee 
duODgb  which  the  Church  passed  in  tho-.  .  ^t-i  Is  of  the  correspondence  he- 
tween  the  Missouri  brethren  and  Governor  Diiiikin  t-^  the  work  of  Elder  Gilbert, 
aod  it  bears  witness  to  the  truth  of  what  is  hc-i  t-  ^am  <jI  him.  Nor  did  he  entirely 
reteee  to  beer  witneee  of  the  troth  of  the  Gospel  to  othen.  Is  »  eoaummleatloB 
to  the  Mettengtr  a»tl  Advocate  from  Iluntinfj^ton,  Connectieutt  onder  date  of  Sep- 
teinber  24,  18:u,  his  ngeil  father,  Eli  (Jilbert.  describinjr  the  visit  of  hi.n  son  to  that 
place  some  two  years  previous,  says:  "Ue  continued  with  us  about  two  weeks,  and 
to  thnttine  wm  pfeesed  hy  hie  friends  and  neqAeinteneee  to  meet  them  end  others, 
and  infonn  them  concerning  the  people,  and  the  Book  of  Mormon.  This  he  cheer- 
fully liid.  as  (ift<  n  ns  low  ntate  of  health  would  permit;  and  altliouph  threatened 
end  abused  by  sumeot  uur  pious  persecutors,  yet  [he  wasjnot  much  hurt  nor  inter- 
mpted.  When  •  meettng  was  held,  a  goodlj  numbw  wace  braofl^t  to  serlons  in* 
qniry  eoneeming  these  tilings,  and  several  wonld  gladly  hare  reeelTcd  baptism,  as 
they  afterwards  told  me.  And,  thank  God,  some  retain  that  desire  and  detormtB> 
ation  Tet." 
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sixty-eight  of  the  Saints  suffered  from  this  disease,  of  which 
number  fourteen  died,  viz.:  John  S.  Carter,  EberWiioox, 
Seth  Hitchcock,  Erastos  Badd,  Algernon  Sidney  Gilbert^ 
Alfred  Fisk,  Edward  Ives,  Noah  Johnson,  Jesse  B. 

Lawson,  Robert  McCord,  Elial  Strong,  Jesse  J.  Smith, 
Warren  Iiigalls  and  Betsy  Parrish. 

Anionic  the  most  active  of  those  who  were  enpij^ed 
in  taking  care  of  the  sick  at  the  camp,  burying  the  dead, 
etc.,  w(ne  John  D.  Parker,  John  Tanner,  Nathan  Tanner, 
Joseph  B.  Noble,  Brigham  Yonng,  Joseph  Young,  Heber 
C.  Kimball,  Luke  8.  Johnson  and  Eleazar  Miller. 

I  sent  Hiram  Page  with  instractions  to  bring  Jesse  J. 
Smith  and  George  A.  Smith  to  me  at  all  hazards  to  the 
west  part  of  the  county,  having  had  intimations  that 
they  were  sick.  He  found  that  Jesse  had  been  severely 
racked  with  the  cholera  all  day,  Oeorge  A.  Smith  had 
taken  care  of  him  for  upwards  of  thirty  hours.  Dr. 
Frederick  G.  Williams  decided  that  the  cholera  had  left 
him,  and  he  would  recover  if  not  moved.  On  the  morning 
of  the  28th,  George  A.  Smith  was  attacked  and  was 
immediately  mounted  on  a  hard-riding  horse,  rode  fifteen 
miles,  and  came  to  me. 

The  last  days  of  June  I  spent  with  my  old  Jackson 
county  friends,  in  the  western  part  of  Clay  county. 

On  the  1st  of  July  Jesse  J.  Sniitli  died.  1  crossed  the 
Missouri  river,  in  company  with  a  few  friends,  into 
Jackson  county,   to  set  mv  feet  once  more 

The  Prophet  ,  i,      i       ,  \  ,  ,  t 

in  the  Goodly  ou  the  '*goodly  land;''  and  on  the  2nd  I 
went  down  near  Liberty,  and  visited  the 
brethren.  A  considerable  number  of  the  Camp  met  me 
at  Lyman  Wight's.  I  told  them  if  they  would  humble 
themselves  before  the  Lord  and  covenant  to  keep  His 
commandments  and  obey  my  counsel,  the  plague  should 
be  stayed  from  that  hour,  and  there  should  not  be  another 
case  of  the  cholera  among  them.  The  brethren  cove- 
nanted to  that  effect  with  uplifted  handb,  and  the  plague 
was  stayed. 
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This  day  the  Enquirer  pnblished  13ie  correspondence 
between  the  sheriff,  Cornelius  Gillium,  and  Zion's  Camp, 
of  the  22nd  of  June,  as  follows: 

Gillium^s  Communication. 

Bemp  a  citizen  of  Clay  county,  and  knowing;  that  then-  is  consider- 
ah!<'  excitement  amongst  the  people  thereof,  and  also  knowinj?  that 
(litTerent  reports  are  arriving:  almost  hourly;  and  heincT  requested  by 
the  Hon.  J.  F.  Kyland  to  meet  the  Mormons  under  arms,  and  obtain 
fram  the  leaders  thereof  the  correctness  of  the  various  reports  in 
euenlfttloii,  thm  tm  intent  and  meaninip  of  th«ir  pwnt  mofttmenti, 
and  their  viewB  generally  regarding  tbe  dilBenlties  aziating  between 
them  and  Jaekaon  eonnty, — did,  in  eompany  with  other  gentlemen^ 
eaU  upon  the  aaid  leaden  of  the  Mormons,  at  their  eamp  in  Claj 
eonnty;  and  now  give  to  Uie  people  of  Clay  oonnty  their  written  state- 
oMnt,  eontaining  the  snbstanee  of  what  paased  between  ns. 

(Signed)  Ck>BNiijn8  Oiluum. 

"Propositions  of  the  Mormons. 

''Being  called  upon  by  the  above-named  gentlemen,  at  our  camp  in 
Clay  county,  to  ascertain  from  the  leaders  of  our  men  our  intentions, 
views,  and  designs,  in  approaching  this  county  in  the  manner  we  have, 
we  therefore  the  more  cheerfully  comply  with  their  request,  >)ecause 
we  are  called  upon  by  gentlemen  of  good  feelings,  and  who  are  dis- 
posed for  peaoe  and  an  amieable  adjustment  of  the  dittenltiea 
existing  between  us  and  the  people  of  Jaekson  oonnty.  Thi  reports 
of  oar  intentbns  are  varions,  and  have  gone  abroad  in  a  light  calenlated 
to  aitmse  the  feelings  of  almost  OTOiy  man.  For  instanee,  one  report 
ia,  that  we  intend  to  demolish  the  printing  office  in  Liberty;  another 
report  is,  that  we  intend  erossing  the  Hissonri  river  on  Sunday  next, 
and  fidling  upon  women  and  children,  and  slaying  them ;  another  is, 
that  onr  men  were  employed  to  perform  this  expedition,  being  taken 
from  manufacturing  establishments  in  the  east,  that  had  closed  business; 
also  that  we  carried  a  flajr.  bearing  'Peace'  on  one  side,  and  'War  or 
Blood'  on  the  other;  and  various  other  reports  too  nunierous  to  men- 
tion, all  of  which  a  plain  declaration  of  our  intentions,  from  under 
our  own  hands  will  show  are  not  correct. 

"In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  our  intention  to  commit  hosilities  against 
any  man,  or  set  of  men;  it  is  not  our  intention  to  injure  any  man's 
person  or  property,  except  in  defending  ourselves.  Our  flag  has  been 
exidbited  to  the  above  gentlemen,  who  will  be  able  to  desoibe  it. 
Onr  men  were  not  taken  from  any  mannfkctaring  establishment.  It 
Is  onr  intention  to  go  baek  upon  onr  lands  in  Jackson  eonnty,  by  order 
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of  the  executive  of  the  state,  if  possible.  We  have  brought  our 
with  us  for  the  purpose  of  self  defense,  as  it  is  well  known  to  almost 
every  man  of  the  State,  that  we  have  every  reason  to  put  ourselves  in 
an  attitude  of  defense,  considering  the  abuse  we  have  suffered  in 
Jackson  count}'.  We  are  anxious  for  a  settlement  of  the  difficulties 
existing  between  us,  upon  honorable  and  constitutional  principles. 

**We  are  willing  for  twelve  disinterested  men,  six  to  be  cho^n  by 
each  party,  and  these  men  shall  say  what  the  possessiont  o(  tiioae 
men  are  worth  wiio  cannot  Uto  wHh  ns  in  tho  eoimty;  and  tbey  ahnU 
have  their  money  in  one  year;  and  none  of  the  Homiona  ahall  enter 
"that  oonnty  to  reside  nntil  the  money  is  paid.  Th»  damaces  that  we 
have  sostained  in  eonaeqnenoe  of  beinjr  driren  away,  shall  also  be  left 
to  the  above  twelve  men;  or  they  may  all  live  in  the  eonnty,  if  thej 
ehoose,  and  we  will  never  molest  them  if  they  let  ns  alone,  and  pennit 
ns  to  enjoy  our  rights.  We  want  to  live  in  peaee  with  all  men ;  and 
equal  rights'  is  all  we  ask.  We  wish  to  become  permanent  citiaens  o< 
this  State;  and  wish  to  bear  our  proportion  in  support  of  the  govem- 
mont,  and  to  be  protected  by  its  laws.  If  the  above  propositions  aro 
coinplied  with,  we  are  willintr  to  trive  security  on  our  part;  and  we 
shall  want  the  same  of  the  people  of  Jackson  county  for  the  perform- 
ance of  this  agreement.  We  do  not  wish  to  settle  down  in  a  body, 
except  where  we  can  purchase  the  land  with  money;  lor  to  take 
possession  by  conquest  or  the  shedding  of  blood  is  entirely  foreign 
to  onr  feelings.  The  shedding  of  blood  we  shall  not  be  guilty  of,  until 
all  just  and  honorable  means  among  men  prove  inaolBeient  to 
restore  peaee.*' 

(Signed)  JoaiPH  Smith,  Jon., 

FSIDIBIOK  O.  W1I1LIAII8, 
LtMAN  WlQHT, 
BOGIR  Ortoit, 
Obson  Htdc, 
JOHM  8.  Cabtbb. 

June  21st. 

I0  John  Lincoln,  John  Sconce,  Qeorgt  fi.  Morthcadt  Ja$,  JET.  Long, 
Jama  ColUnc, 

On  the  third  of  July,  the  High  Priests  of  Zion  assem- 
bled in  the  yard  of  Col.  Arthurs,  where  Lyman  Wight 
Organization  Hvcd,  in  Clay  county,  and  I  proceeded  to 

counouin*'  Organize  a  Hijj:h  Council,  agreeable  to  the 
MiMonri.  revelation  and  pattern  given  id  Kirtland,  for 
the  purpose  of  settliug  important  business  that  might 


ju,^  jd  by  Google 


▲.D.U84] 


HI8T0BT  OF  THE  GBUBOH> 


123 


eome  before  them,  which  could  not  be  settled  by  the 
Bishop  and  his  conncil.  David  Whitmer  was  elected 
president,  and  William  W.  Phelps  and  John  Whitmer 
assistant  presidents.  The  following  High  Priests,  viz.: 
Christian  Whitmer,  Newel  Knight,  Lyman  Wight,  Calvin 
Beebe,  Wm.  E.  M'Lellin,  Solomon  Hancock,  Thomas  B. 
Marsh,  Simeon  Carter,  Parley  P.  Pratt,  Orson  Pratt,  Jolm 
Murdock,  and  Levi  Jackman,  were  appointed  councillors; 
and  the  Conncil  adjourned  to  Monday.  Frederick  G. 
'Vl^lliams  was  clerk  of  the  meeting. 

I  anthorized  General  Lyman  Wight  to  give  a  discharge 
to  every  man  of  the  Camp  who  had  proved  ^^^^^ 
himself  faithful,  certifying  that  fact  and  giving  the  otonp 
him  leave  to  return  home.*  wwhwRed. 


•  This  fonnal  order  to  diaeharge  erery  man  of  Zion'i  Camp  and  releaM  him  to 

return  bMM  WMJ  be  eoonideml  as  the  termiaation  of  Zion's  Canp  expedition  for 
the  redemptiott  of  Zlon.  Hh'I  Governor  DuDklin  possessed  the  roiirnge  to  cnforrp  tlie 
law  of  the  State;  had  he  called  out  the  militia  of  Missouri  to  reinstate  the  exiles 
la  iMr  home*  aa  at  one  time  he  ezpreased  a  wtlltagiieae  to  do,  the  hUrtorjr  of 
Zion's  Camp  nn'Kht  have  had  a  different  ending;  for  the  ezllea  reinstated  in  their 
Innds,  and  rcii)fon'e<l  hy  the  two  liiin«ir<  'l  hrethren  who  oonstitutofl  Zion's  ramp, 
might  have  been  able  to  have  maintained  their  inheritances  on  that  land;  but 
Qorenor  Oimklin  when  fte  eriele  ceme,  laeked  the  neeeeeary  eonrage  to  fulfill 
Ide  pnmdBmt  and  without  the  morel  eealateBee  whleli  Hm  veiiietirteneat  of  the 
Snints  upon  their  lauds  by  the  military  fnrcfs  of  the  Slnte  wr»il<l  triv«»,  the  exiles 
and  Zion's  Camp  were  powerless.  Perhaps  also  another  view  is  admissible.  Hod 
the  members  of  Zion's  Camp  been  more  faithful,  less  contentious,  more' united; 
Ibed  tibe  Seinte  tn  the  eestem  brenebee  bed  more  fhlth— fitlth  to  eend  up  to  Zkm 
more  men  and  more  money  with  which  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Snints  on 
the  land  of  Zion— the  history  of  Zion's  ("nnip  niipht  hnve  been  different:  for 
with  a  larger  force  they  would  doubtless  have  been  able  to  bold  their  lauds  against 
-the  aeb,  Indcpeadent  ot  the  eetton  of  the  State  aetborltlefl.  Bnt  thiu  It  ia:  what 
nea  end  greet  movementa  might  attain  to  is  often  defeated,  sometimea  by  the 

actions  of  enemies,  sometimes  by  tiie  lack  of  devotion  and  faith  and  enerjry  on  the 
part  of  those  into  whose  bands  great  enterprises  are  committed.  While  God'a 
general  pnrposea  will  never  vltlmatelf  be  defeated  1^  man,  atlll  upon  each  aide 
of  the  general  pnrpoaea  of  God  a  manria  aomewhat  wide  aeema  to  have  been  left 
in  whirl)  those  both  for  and  against  those  pnri>oses  nmy  write  what  history  they 
pleaHe~-one  that  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  Qod,  or  one  that  will  meet  only 
wfA  eeadeaaatlea  heteia  la  the  agency  of  maa.  Bat  in  the  ezeroiae  of  that 
afeaoej  God'a  pnrpoaee  wUl  aot  he  thwarted,  for  maa'a  ageney  will  not  aactoid  ao 
far  ns  that;  If  it  did.  it  would  interfere  Witfi  r.od's  ntreney  nnd  decrees.  The 
order  above,  1  again  reniarlc,  closed  the  history  of  this  tirsi  march  of  Zion's  Camp; 
and  tbe  redemption  of  Ziou  has  been  left  to  other  hands,  and  to  other  times. 
Bat  that  tta  redeanpttoa  will  eome  no  one  deubta  a^o  belierea  tn  tbe  firm  deereea 
^  Oed« 


124 


SESTOBT  OF  TBB  OHUBOH. 


(A.  O.  UM 


From  this  time  I  oontmued  to  give  instraetioii  to  the 
instruetioiw  m^iiibers  of  the  High  Ooimcil,  Elders,  those 
to^jiigh     who  had  traveled  in  the  Camp  with  me,  and 

such  others  as  desired  information,  until  the 
7th,  when  tlie  Council  asseml)led  according  to  adjourn- 
ment at  the  house  of  Elder  Lyman  Wight;  present,  fifteen 
High  Priests,  eight  Elders,  four  Priests,  eight  Teachers, 
three  Deacons,  and  several  members.  After  singing  and 
prayer,  I  gave  the  Council  such  instructions  in  relatioD 
to  their  high  calling,  as  would  enable  them  to  prooeed 
to  minister  in  their  office  agreeable  to  the  pattern  hereto- 
fore given;  read  the  revelation  on  the  subject;  and  told 
them  that  if  I  should  now  be  taken  away,  I  had  accom- 
plished tln'  great  work  the  Lord  had  laid  before  me,  and 
that  which  I  had  desired  of  the  Lord;  and  that  I  had 
done  my  duty  in  organizing  the  High  Council,  through 
which  council  the  will  of  the  Lord  might  be  known  on 
all  important  occasions,  in  the  building  up  of  Zion» 
and  establishing  truth  in  the  earth. 

It  was  voted  that  those  who  were  appointed  on  the  3rd» 
should  be  confirmed  in  their  appointments. 

I  then  ordained  David  Whitmer,  president,  and  W.  W. 
The  MisHouri  Phclps  aud  Johu  Whitmer,  assistants;  and  the 
•nd'aigh^  twelve  councillors.  The  twelve  councillors 
Oonneii.  ihon  proceeded  to  cast  lots,  to  know  who 
should  speak  first,  and  the  order  of  speaking,  which 
resulted  as  follows,  viz.: 

Simeon  Carter,       1    Parley  P.  Pratt,  2 
Wm.  E.  M'Lellin,  3    Calvin  Beebe,  4 
Levi  Jackman,      5   Solomon  Hancock,  6 
Christian  Whitmer,  7  Newel  Enight,  8 
Orson  Pratt,         9   Lyman  Wight,  10 
Thomas  B.  Marsh,  11   John  Mnrdock.  12 
Father  Peter  Whitnn'r  rame  forward  and  blessed  his 
three  sons,  David,  John  aud  (  Miristian  Whitmer. 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.    Also  Father  Kuight 
blessed  his  son  Newel. 


laju,^c6  by  Goo^ 
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Bishop  Partridge  stated  to  the  Council  that  a  greater 
responsil»ility  rested  upon  him  than  before  their  organ- 
ization, as  it  was  not  his  privik'ge  to  counsel  witli  any 
of  them,  exee])t  the  president,  and  his  own  counselors; 
and  desired  their  prayers  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  act 
in  nghteonsness. 

I  next  presented  the  case  of  William  W.  Phelps  to  the 
Conncil,  to  have  their  decision  whether  or  not  he  should 
take  his  family  to  Eirtland,  and  if  so,  when  he  snndry  items 
should  start;  as  it  had  been  deemed  necessary  the 
for  him  to  assist  in  the  printing  estal)lishment.  cjoowtt. 
It  was  moved  and  carried  that  four  of  the  councillors 
speak  on  the  sul),jcct,  two  on  each  side,  viz.,  Simeon 
Carter  and  Wm.  E.  M'Lellin,  for  William  W.  Phelps;  and 
Parley  P.  Pratt  and  Calvin  Beebe,  for  the  church. 
After  hearing  the  pl«'as,  the  president  decided  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  WiUiam  W.  Phelps  to  go  to  Kirtland  to  assist 
in  printing,  and  that  his  family  remain  in  the  region 
where  they  are,  and  that  he  have  an  honorable  dis- 
charge from  his  station  in  Zion  for  a  season,  (as  soon 
as  he  can  accomplish  his  business).  Signed  by  the 
president  and  clerk. 

It  was  then  ])roposed  by  W.  W.  Phelps,  that  David 
Whitiner,  the  president  of  the  church  in  Zion,  should  go 
to  Kirtland,  and  assist  in  promoting  the  cause  of  Christ, 
as  being  one  of  the  three  witnesses.  This  case  was 
argaed  by  Levi  Jackman  and  Christian  Whitmer  in  behalf 
of  David  Whitmer;  and  by  Solomon  Hancock  and  Newel 
Knight  for  the  church;  after  which  it  was  decided,  as 
before,  that  Brother  David  Whitmer  go  to  the  East  and 
assist  in  the  great  work  of  the  gathering,  and  be  his  own 
judge  as  to  leaving  his  family  or  taking  them  with  him. 

It  was  also  decided  that  John  Whitmer  and  Wm.  E. 
M^Lellin  go  east,  as  soon  as  convenient. 

The  High  Priests,  fUders,  Priests,  Teachers,  Deacons 
and  members  present,  then  covenanted  with  hands  up- 
lifted to  heaven^  that  they  would  uphold  Brother  David 
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Whitmer,  as  pi'esideiit  in  Zion,  in  niy  absi'nce;  and  Joliu 
Whitnier  and  William  W.  Plu^lps,  as  assistant  pn'sidrnts 
or  counselors ;  and  myself  as  First  Presideat  of  the  Church; 
and  to  uphold  one  another  by  faith  and  prayer. 

Previous  to  entering  into  this  covenant,  and  in  pursa- 
ance  of  the  revelation  to  the  Saints  to  sne  for  and  pro- 
claim peace  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  the  following  appeal 
was  written,  and  sanctioned  by  the  High  Council  and 
First  Presidency  of  the  C 'lunch,  at  the  foregoing  sitting. 

President  Whitmer  closed  the  (\nin<*il  by  prayer. 

Fii£i>EiucK  G.  WiLUAMs,  Clerk. 

An  Appeal.* 

Whereas  the  Church  of  Christ,  leoently  styled  the  Chueh  of  the 
Latter-daj  Saints,  eontamelionsly  ealled  ''Mormons,*^  or  "Mormon- 
ites/'  has  suffered  many  privations,  afflictions,  persecutions  and  losses 
on  account  of  t!it>  relisrious  belief  and  faith  of  its  tnembets,  which  belief 
and  faith  are  founded  in  the  revealed  Word  of  Qod,  as  recorded  in  the 
Holy  Bible,  or  the  Book  of  Mormon,  the  Revelations  and  Command- 
ments of  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ;  and  whereas  the  said  Church, 
through  revelation.  con)nieiK'ed  renioviiii^  to  the  western  boundaries  of 
the  State  ol  Missouri,  where  lands  were  purchased  of  the  government, 
and  where  it  was  cali  ulated  to  purchase  of  those  who  were  unwilling' 
to  reside  with  llie  Cliureh.as  a  society,  all  lands  that  could  be  bought, 
for  the  purpose  of  building  up  a  holy  city  unto  CSod,a  New  Jerusalem, 
a  place  which  we  were  desirous  to  call  Zion,  a  place  of  refoge  from  the 
soonrges  and  plagues  that  are  so  often  mentioned  in  the  Bible  by  the 

•  The  oditor  uf  the  Evrrxing  and  Miming  Star  (Oliver  Cowdcry  I  thus  ronrludcd 
an  editorial  which  preceded  thin  "Appeml,"  published  m  the  cumber  of  Uie  Star 
above  quoted : 

**With  the  most  of  IndiTfdiMls  and  M>el«tle«  who  h«T«  hem  tndneed,  end  thotar 

eharacters  and  dosigns  nil.Hrepres«-nt«d,  their  last  appeal  ha»  l>een  made  to  the 
world  or  nation  at  larK«';  here  they  rej<ted  thr  ir  i  laim,  and  here  the  matter,  with 
them,  was  brouKbt  to  a  fiual  close.  If  the  community  approved  their  course,  they 
trionpbed;  If  not.  It  wmvk  foreTor;  bQt  this  !•  not  the  last  rMort  of  a  people  whoee 
Interest  is  In  heaven,  and  whose  hope  i«  built  upon  the  everlasting  word  of  Oltt^ 
nlp"t«  n<"o.  When  earthly  eourtx  iind  tribunals  fail,  and  wlu-ii  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple is  Dot  ((iven  in  their  favor,  and  a  place  on  earth  in  denied  them,  and  their  help- 
lett,  iBnoeent  posterity,  thoir  last  great  refugo  isJebovah;  and  if,  like  fho  aaeieiils^ 
they  ue  driTon  from  the  face  of  Mototy,  that  even  a  lodgtaig  place  1h  forbiddea 
them,  they  rnn  wander  in  ob«irurity,  not  'aecoptlng  deliverance,'  till  their  change 
comes,  and  they  'obtain  a  better  reaorraetioii.'  "  Jtrcntny  and  Morning  Star, 
▼ol  U,  p.  861. 
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propiicts  Mtul  npostlcs.  which  should  be  pourt'd  out  upon  the  earth  in  the 
last  days;  and  whereas  the  inhahitants  of  Jackson  county,  ^fissouri, 
have  leagued  and  combined  themsi-lves  agaius-t  said  Church,  and  have 
driven  the  Saints  from  their  lands,  and  have  taken  their  arms  from 
them,  and  humed  down  many  of  their  houtes  without  any  proToeation; 
and  whereaa,we  have  petitioned  the  governor  ot  this  state  and  the  Pkei- 
ident  of  the  United  States  for  the  redress  of  wrongs— the  law  being  pat 
to  deflanoe  in  Jaekson  eonnty— and  for  the  redem]ition  of  rights,  that 
we  might  be  legaUly  repossessed  of  oar  lands  and  property;  and 
whersas  the  said  inhabitants  of  Jaekson  connty  have  not  only  boand 
thenwrives  to  keep  us  oat  of  that  eoanty,bat  have  armed  themselves  cap 
a  pie,  and  even  with  canmni  for  war;  and  whereas,  our  people  residing 
in  Upper  Missouri,  have  recently  armed  themselves  for  militarj'  duty 
and  self-defense,  seeing  their  arms  taken  fnun  them  V»y  the  inhabitants 
of  Jackson  county,  were  yiurposely  kept  froni  t  hetii ;  aiul  wliprras.  a 
number  of  the  members  of  theChurcli  in  tiieEast  have  «  ated  to  this 
region  of  country,  to  settle  and  join  with  their  bn  thren.  with  arms  to 
answer  the  military  law,  which  has  created  some  excitement  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  upper  counties  of  this  state;,  whereupon,  to  show 
that  our  object  waa  only  the  peaceable  possession  of  oor  rights  and 
property,  and  to  pnrehase  more  lands  in  the  regions  round  about,  we 
met  aeomauttee  from  Jaekson  eoanty  for  eompromise,  and  oor  emi- 
grating brethren  met  some  gentlemen  tnm  Clay  and  other  eonnties,  to 
satisf]f  them  that  their  motives  were  good,  and  their  objeet  peaee,whieh 
they  did;  and  whereas,  the  propositions  of  the  Jaekson  eoanty  eom- 
mitteeeould  not  be  accepted  on  our  part,  becaase  they  proposed  to 
**bay  or  sell,''  and  to  sell  our  land  would  amount  to  a  denial  of  our 
faith,  as  that  land  is  the  place  where  the  Zion  of  Qod  shall  stand, 
according  to  our  faith  and  belief  in  the  revelations  of  God,  and  upon 
which  Israel  will  bo  gathered,  according  to  the  prophets;  and,  sec- 
ondly, the  propositions  were  unfair,  notwithstanding  tliey  offered 
double  price  for  our  lands,  in  thirty  days,  or  to  sell  theirs  at  the  same 
rate,  for  this  plain  reason,  that  the  whole  large  county  of  Jackson 
would  be  as  thirty  to  one,  or  nearly  so,  in  comparison  with  the  matter 
in  question,  and  in  supposition,  for  one  thousand  dollars,  two  thousand 
doUan  to  oar  i)eople  was  asking  for  three  hundred  thousaod  dollars, 
the  eiorbttant  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  doUars,  taking  the  land, 
rieh  and  poor,  within  thirty  days,  with  the  reproaehable,  vieions,  uo- 
Ameriean,  and  nnoonstitutional  proviso,  that  the  committee  on  our  part 
bind  themselves  "that  no  Mormons  should  e/er  settle  in  Jackson 
eoanty;*'  and  whereas,  our  committee  proposed  to  the  said  Jackson 
eomrnittee  (if  they  would  not  grant  us  OUT  rights  otherwise),  that  our 
people  would  buy  the  land  of  those  who  were  uawiliing  to  live  among 
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our  people,  in  that  ooimtT*  and  pay  them  In  one  year,  they  allowiii^ 
the  damage  we  have  snetained  in  the  Ion  of  a  printing  offlee,  apparatus 
and  book-work,  houses,  property,  etc.,  to  oome  out  of  theptuehaeo- 

money,  hut  no  answer  returned;  and  whereas,  to  show  our  honest 
intentions,  and  awaken  the  friends  of  virtue,  humanity,  and  equal 
rights,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  lay  our  case  before  the  world,  to  be 
weighed  in  the  balances  of  public  opinion. 

Now,  therefore,  a.s  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  It'adiniEr  Elders  in 
the  rhun-h  of  the  Lattt*r-d;iy  Saints,  residincr  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
in  behalf  of  the  Church,  we,  the  undersigned,  do  make  this  .soU  nin 
appeal  to  the  people  and  constitutional  authorities  uf  this  nation,  and 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  for  peaee;  that  we  may  have  the  pririleKe  of 
eu joying  onr  religions  rights  and  immunities,  and  worship  God  aoeord- 
ing  to  the  dietates  of  our  own  consoienees,  as  guaranteed  to  every 
eitizenby  the  eonstitution  of  the  national  and  state  governments;  that 
although  the  laws  have  been  broken,  and  are  defied  in  Jaekson  county, 
we  may  be  enabled  to  regain  and  enjoy  our  rights  and  property,  agree- 
able to  law,  in  this  boasted  land  of  liberty. 

Since  the  disgraceful  combination  of  the  inhabitants  of  JaoksMieoiuity 
has  set  the  law  at  defiance,  and  put  all  hope  of  criminal  prosecution 
against  them,  in  that  vicinafje,  beyond  the  reach  of  judge  or  jurj',  and 
left  us  but  a  distant  expectation  of  civil  rcmuneratiou  for  the  great 
amount  of  damages  we  have  sustained,  necessity  compels  us  to  complain 
to  the  world;  and  if  our  case  and  calamity  are  not  sufficient  to  excito 
the  commiseration  of  the  humane,  and  open  the  hearts  of  the  generous, 
and  fire  the  spirits  of  the  patriotic,  then  has  sympathy  lost  herself  in 
the  wilderness,  and  justice  fled  from  power;  then  has  the  dignity  of 
the  ermine  shrunk  at  the  gigantic  front  of  a  mob,  and  the  sacred  maatla 
of  freedom  been  caught  up  to  heaven,  where  tlie  weary  are  at  rest  and 
the  wicked  cannot  come. 

To  be  obedient  to  the  commandments  of  onr  Lord  and  Savior,  aome 
of  the  leaders  of  the  Church  commenced  purebasmg  lands  in  the 
western  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Mi8.souri,  according  to  the  revelation 
of  Ood,  for  the  city  of  Zion;  in  doing  which,  no  law  was  evaded  no 
rights  infringed,  and  no  principle  of  religion  neglected;  but  the  laudable 
fo\indation  of  a  j,'lorious  work  was  begun,  for  the  salvation  of  mankind 
in  tlie  last  days,  agreealile  to  our  faith,  and  according  to  the  promises 
in  the  sacred  Scriptures  of  (iod.  We  verily  believed — knowing  that  the 
national  and  state  <'onstitutions,  and  the  statute  laws  of  the  land,  and 
the  commandments  of  the  Lord  allowed  all  men  to  worship  as  they 
please— that  we  should  be  protected,  not  only  by  the  laws  of  a  free 
republic,  but  by  every  republican  throughout  the  realms  of  freedom. 

The  holy  prophets  have  declared,  "that**  it  shall  eome  to  pass  in  the 
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last  days  that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house  shall  be  established 
in  the  top  of  the  nioiint.'iiiis,  and  shall  be  exaltod  above  the  hills;  and 
all  nations  s-hall  flow  unto  it.  And  many  ])t'ople  shall  and  say, 
Conoe  ye,  and  let  lis  jjo  up  to  tlif  mountain  of  tlie  Lord,  to  the  house  of 
the  God  of  Jacob;  and  He  will  te.u  li  us  of  His  ways,  and  we  will  wall;  in 
His  paths:  for  out  of  Zion  shall  j^o  forth  the  law,  and  the  word  of  the 
Lord  from  Jerusalem/'  And  a^ain,  it  was  said  by  Joel,  seemingly  to 
•tmsthen  the  faith  of  the  lAtter-d&y  Saints  in  tha  above,  "that  who- 
flooTar  ahall  eall  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  ahall  be  deliTered:  for  in 
Moont  Zion  and  in  Jeroaalem  ahaU  be  deliveranee,  aa  the  Lord  hafh 
aaid,  and  in  the  remnant  whom  the  Lord  aliali  eall.'*  The  Book  of 
Mormon,  whieh  we  hold  eqoally  saeied  with  the  Bible,  says,  **that 
ft  Hew  Jemsalem  should  he  bniltvp  upon  this  land,  nnto  the  remnant  of 
the  seed  of  Joseph,  for  the  which  things  there  has  been  a  type.*' 

In  fact,  all  the  prophets,  from  Moses  to  John  the  Revelator,  have 
spoken  concerning^  these  things.  And  in  all  good  faith,  by  direct  rev- 
elation from  the  Lord,  as  in  days  of  old,  we  commenced  the  glorious 
work,  that  a  iioly  city,  a  new  Jerusalem,  even  Zion.  mi|jht  be  built  up, 
and  a  temple  reared  in  this  generation,  whereunto,  as  saith  the  Lord, 
all  nations  shall  be  invited.  First,  the  rich  and  the  learned,  the  wise 
and  the  noble,  were  to  be  invited;  and  after  that  cometh  the  day  of 
His  power.  But  the  inhabitants  of  Jackson  county  arrayed  themselves 
af^ainst  us  because  of  our  faith  and  belief,  and  destroyed  our  print- 
ing establishment  to  prevent  the  spveaid  of  the  work,  and  drove  men, 
women  and  ehildren  fkom  their  lands,  booses,  and  homes,  to  perish  in 
the  approaehing  winter.  Every  blast  earned  the  wailing  of  women 
and  the  shrieks  of  ehildren  aeroas  the  widespread  prairie,  snffleiently 
horrible  to  draw  tears  from  the  savage  or  melt  a  heart  of  stone. 

Now,  that  the  world  may  know  that  onr  faith  in  the  work  and  word 
of  the  Lord  is  firm  and  unshaken;  and  to  show  all  nations,  kindreds, 
tongnes  and  people,  that  our  object  is  good,  for  the  goodof  all,  we 
oome  before  the  great  family  of  mankind  for  peace,  and  ask  their 
hospitality  and  assistance  for  our  »'omfort,  and  the  preservation  of  our 
persons  and  property,  and  solicit  their  charity  for  the  j^reat  cause  of 
God.  We  are  well  aware  that  many  slanderous  rej)orts  and  ridiculous 
stories  are  in  circulation  atrainst  our  reliijion  and  society;  but  as  wise 
men  will  hear  both  sides  and  then  judpe,  we  sincerely  hope  and  trust 
that  the  still,  small  voice  of  truth  will  be  heard,  and  our  great  revela- 
lations  read  and  candidly  compared  with  the  prophecies  of  the  Bibio, 
that  the  great  cause  of  our  Bedeemer  may  be  supported  by  a  liberal 
share  of  public  opinion,  as  well  as  by  the  unseen  power  of  (}od. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Book  of  Commandments,  page 
135,  that  the  Lord  has  said  to  the  Church— and  we  mean  to  live  by  His 
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words:  "Let  no  nmn  break  the  laws  of  the  land,  for  he  that  keepetb 
the  laws  of  God  hath  no  need  to  break  the  laws  of  the  land.*'*  There- 
fore, as  the  people  of  God,  we  come  before  the  world,  and  ehiim  pro- 
tection by  law  of  the  eomiuoD  officers  of  justice  in  every  neighborhood 
where  our  people  may  be.  We  elaim  the  umm  at  the  bands  of  the  go/t- 
mman  of  the  leveral  itates,  and  of  the  Pnaideiit  of  the  United  Stataiy 
and  of  the  friends  of  humanity  and  jostiee  in  eveiy  elime  and  eoostfy 
on  the  giobe. 

By  the  desperate  aote  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jaokson  eomity,  oaay 
Jrandvedsof  Anierioaa  ettiaens  are  deprived  of  their  hmds  and  rifHita. 

It  is  reported,  we  mean  to  reg^ain  our  posaeisionSf  and  even  Jackson 
eoDnty,**by  the  sheddincr  of  blood; but  if  any  man  will  take  the  pains 
to  re«i  the  153rd  pa«e  of  the  Book  of  Commandments  he  will  find  it 
there  said : 

"Wherefore  the  land  of  Zion  shall  not  Ix'  obtained  but  by  purchase 
or  by  blood;  otherwise  there  is  none  inheritance  for  you.  And  if  by 
purchase,  behold  you  are  blcsseil;  and  if  by  blood,  as  ijou  are  forhidden 
to  sfutl  hlood,  lo,  your  enemies  are  upon  you,  and  you  shall  be  scourjrod 
from  city  to  city,  and  from  synag"ogue  to  synagogue,  and  but  few  shall 
stand  to  receive  an  inheritance.  't 

80  we  deelare  that  we  have  ever  meant  and  now  mean  to  pnrehase  the 
land  of  our  inheritanoe  of  the  government*  like  all  honest  men,  and  of 
those  who  would  rather  sell  their  farms  than  live  in  onr  soeiety;  and, 
as  thoosands  have  done  before  as,  we  solicit  the  aid  of  the  ehildren  of 
men,  and  of  government,  to  help  ns  to  obtain  onr  rights  in  Jaekson 
eoonty,  and  the  land  whereon  the  Zion  of  Gk)d,  according  to  onrfaith* 
shall  stand  in  the  last  days,  for  the  salvation  and  gatiieriag  of  Israel. 

Let  no  man  be  alarmed  because  our  socie^  has  oommeoced  gathering 
to  build  a  city  and  a  house  for  the  Lord,  as  a  refupre  from  present  evils 
and  comlntr  calamities.  Our  forefathers  came  to  this  goodly  land  of  Am- 
erica to  shun  persecution  and  enjoy  their  relij:ious  opinions  and  riirhts^ 
as  they  thought  proper;  and  the  Lord,  after  much  tribulation,  blessed 
them;  and  has  said  that  we  should  continue  to  ini|)ortune  for  redress 
and  redetuption  by  the  hands  of  those  who  are  placed  as  rulers  and  are 
in  authority  over  us,  according  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
people,  which  he  has  suffered  to  be  established,  and  should  be  main- 
tained for  the  rights  and  proteotion  of  all  flesh,  aeoording  to  just  and 
holy  principles;  that  every  man  may  act  in  doctrine  and  in  principle 
pertaining  to  futurity  according  to  the  moral  agency  which  He  has 
given  unto  him;  that  every  man  may  be  accountable  for  his  own  sina 
in  that  day  of  judgment;  and  for  this  purpose  He  has  established  the 

•  Doctrine  and  Co^-enunts,  see.  Iviii:  21. 

*  Doctrine  and  CovenauU,  sec.  Ixiii:  29-31. 
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constitution  of  this  land  by  the  hands  of  wist*  men,  whom  He  raised 
up  unto  this  very  purpose,  aud  redeeiueU  the  laud  by  the  sheddiog^  of 
blood.* 

Now  we  seek  peace,  and  ask  our  rights,  even  redresfl  and  redemption, 
aft  the  hands  of  the  roltn  of  this  nation;  not  only  oar  lands  and 
property  in  Jaohion  oonnty,  bat  for  free  trade  with  all  men,  and  nu' 
molostod  emigration  to  any  fMurt  of  the  Union,  and  for  our  inherent 
rlirht  to  wombip  Qod  as  we  please.  We  ask  the  restoration  of  these 
rights*  beeaose  they  hate  been  taken  from  ns  or  abridged  by  the  vio- 
lence and  usurpation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jackson  county.  As  a  people 
we  hold  oorselves  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  land;  and  while  the  gov- 
ernment remains  as  it  is,  the  right  to  emigrate  from  state  to  state,  from 
territorj'  to  tcrritorj*.  from  county  to  county,  and  from  vicinity  to 
vicinity,  is  open  to  all  men  of  whatever  trade  or  creed,  without  hin- 
drance or  molestation:  and  as  louf^r  as  we  are  justifiable  and  honest 
in  tiie  eyes  of  the  law,  we  eluiiu  it — wiietlier  we  remove  by  single  fam- 
ilies or  in  bodies  of  hnudreds — with  that  of  carrying  the  necessary 
arms  and  accoutrements  for  military  duty;  and  we  believe  that  all 
honest  men,  who  love  their  country  and  their  country's  glory,  and  have 
a  wish  to  see  the  law  magnified  and  made  honorable,  will  not  only  help 
to  perpetuate  the  great  legacy  of  freedom  that  eame  unimpaired  from 
the  hands  of  our  venerable  fathers  to  us,  but  they  will  also  protest  us 
from  insult  and  iuiary,  and  aid  the  work  of  Ood,  that  they  may  reap 
a  reward  in  the  regions  of  bliss,  when  all  men  teeeive  aoeording  to 
their  works. 

In  rdadon  to  our  distress  from  the  want  of  our  lands  in  Jackson 
county,  and  for  the  want  of  property  destroyed  by  fire  and  waste, 
rather  than  do  any  act  contrary  to  law,  we  solemnly  appeal  to  the 
p«*ople  with  whom  we  tarry,  for  protection  from  insult  and  harm,  and 
for  the  comforts  of  life,  by  labor  or  otherwise,  while  we  seek  peace  and 
satisfaction  of  our  enemies  through  every  possible  aud  honorable  means 
which  humanity  can  dictate,  or  philanthro{)y  ur^'e,  or  religion  rec^juire. 
We  are  citizens  of  this  republic,  and  wo  ask  our  rights  as  republicans, 
not  merely  in  our  restoration  to  our  lands  and  property  in  Jackson 
eounty,  ]£issoari,  but  in  being  considered  honest  in  our  faith,  honest  in 
our  deal,  and  honest  before  God,  till,  by  due  course  of  law,  we  may  be 
proved  otherwise;  reserving  the  right  of  every  man^s  being  held 
amenable  to  the  proper  authority  for  hb  own  erimes  and  sins. 

"Crowns  won  by  blood,  by  blood  must  be  maintained;"  and  to  avoid 
bkied  and  strife,  and  more  fully  satisfy  the  world  that  our  object  is 
peaee  and  good  will  to  all  mankind,  we  hereby  appeal  for  peace  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth  and  ask  the  protection  oC  all  people.   We  shall  use 

*  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  sec.  ci:  76-80 
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every  fair  means  in  our  power  to  obtain  onr  rights  and  immunities 
without  force;  setting  an  example  for  all  true  believers  that  we  will  not 
yield  our  faith  and  principles  for  any  earthly  consideration,  wlieTCl>7 
a  pfreeedent  mi^ht  be  established  that  a  majority  may  cmth  any 
religious  sect  with  impunity.  If  we  give  up  oar  rights  in  Jaekaon 
eonnty,  farewell  to  soeietyl  ftoewell  to  rel^n!  fareweU  to  rights! 
farewell  to  property!  farewell  to  life!  The  fUe  of  our  Ghnreh 
now  mii^t  beeome  the  fate  of  the  Methodists  next  week,  the  Cath- 
olios  next  month,  and  the  overthrow  of  all  societies  next  year,  leaving 
nation  after  nation  a  wide  waste,  where  reason  and  friendship  onoe  were. 

Another,  and  the  great  object  which  we  mean  to  help  to  accorapHsh, 
is  the  salvation  of  the  souls  of  men.  To  brinir  to  pass  this  glorious 
work,  like  many  other  relitrious  denominations  in  all  ages,  we  shall 
license  Elders  to  preach  the  everlasting  Gospel  to  all  nations,  according 
to  the  great  commandment  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  as 
recorded  in  Mattnew:  "Go  ye  therefore,  and  teacii  all  nations,  baptiz- 
ing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost:  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  hftvo  oom* 
manded  yon:  and,  lo,  I  am  with  yon  alway*  even  nnto  the  end  of  the 
world.** 

Thns  we  shall  send  laborers  into  the  Lord's  vineyard,  to  galher  the 
wheat,  and  prepare  the  earth  against  the  day  when  desolations  shall  be 
poued  out  without  measure;  and  as  it  now  is  and  ever  has  been  eon- 
sidered  oue  of  the  most  honorable  and  glorious  employments  of  men  to 
carry  good  tidings  to  the  nations,  so  we  shall  expect  the  clemency  of  all 
men,  while  we  go  fortb|  for  the  last  time,  to  gather  Israel  for  the  glory 
of  God,  that  FTe  may  suddenly  come  to  His  temple;  that  all  nations 
may  come  and  wf)rsliip  in  His  presence,  when  there  shall  be  none  to 
molest  or  make  afraid,  but  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  His  knowledge 
and  glory. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  fearfnl  imaijination ;  with  all  the  sincerity  that 
common  men  are  endowed  witii,  the  Saints  have  labored,  without  pay^ 
to  instruct  the  United  States  that  the  gathering  had  commenced  in  the 
western  bonndariea  of  Missouri,  to  build  a  holy  dty,  where,  as  may  be 
seen  in  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  Isaiah,  the  present  should  "be  brought 
unto  the  Lord  of  Hosts  of  a  people  scattered  and  peeled,  and  from  » 
people  terrible  from  their  beginning  hitherto;  a  nation  meted  oat  and 
trodden  under  foot,  whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled,  to  the  place  of 
the  name  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  the  Mount  Zion;  and  how  few  have 
come  forth  rejoicing?  that  the  hour  of  redemption  was  nigh !  And  some 
.  that  came  have  turned  away,  which  may  cause  thousands  to  exclaim, 
amid  the  general  confusion  and  fright  of  the  times,  "Remember  Lot*s 
wife." 
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It  would  be  a  work  of  snpeforogation  to  labor  to  show  the  troth  of 
the  gatherinir  of  the  ehildren  et  Israel  in  theie  lait  daye;  for  the 
inophet  told  nt  long  ago,  that  it  should  "no  more  be  said,  The  Lord 
liTeth,  that  brought  the  ehildren  of  Israel  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt;  but, 

The  Lord  liveth,  that  brou^^'ht  up  the  childron  of  Israel  from  the  land  of 
the  north,  and  from  all  the  lauds  whither  He  had  driven  them;"  and  so 
it  must  be  for  the  honor  and  ^lory  of  God. 

The  faith  and  religion  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  are  foundt-d  upon  the 
old  8<'riptures,  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  direct  revelation  from  (lod; 
and  while  every  event  that  happens  arouinl  us  is  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  tlu  ni.  and  an  indicator  that  the  great  and  terrible  day  of  the 
Ix>rd  is  near, we  entreat  the  philanthropist,  the  moralist,  and  the  honor- 
able men  of  all  creeds  and  sects,  to  read  our  publications,  to  examine 
the  Bible,  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  the  CommaDdments,  and  listen  to 
the  ftillnese  of  the  Ooepei,  and  judge  whether  we  are  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  the  world  for  honest  motives  and  pure  principles. 

A  elood  of  bad  omen  seems  to  hang  over  this  generation;  men  start 
up  at  the  tmpnlse  of  the  moment,  and  defly  and  outstrip  aU  law, 
while  the  destroyer  is  also  abroad  in  the  earth,  wasting  flesh  without 
measure,  and  none  can  stay  bis  course.  In  the  midst  of  sueh  porten- 
tous times,  we  feel  an  anxious  desire  to  prepare,  and  help  others  to  pre- 
pare, for  coming  events;  and  we  candidly  believe  that  no  honest  man 
will  put  forth  his  hand  to  stop  the  work  of  the  Lord  or  persecute  the 
Saints.  In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  intreat  the  people  of  this  na- 
nation  to  pause  before  they  reject  the  works  of  the  Lord  or  His  serv- 
ants; these,  like  all  flesh,  may  be  imperfect,  bat  God  is  pure;  hear  ye 
Him. 

While  weaj^k  peace  and  protection  for  the  Saints,  wherever  they  may 
be,  we  also  solioit  the  charity  and  benevolence  of  all  the  worthy  of  the 
earth,  to  purohase  the  righteous  a  holy  home,  a  place  of  rest,  and  a  land 
of  peaoe;  believing  that  no  man  who  knows  he  has  asoul  will  keep  baek 
his  mite,  but  east  it  in  for  the  benefit  of  Zion;  thus,  when  time  is 
BO  longer,  he,  with  all  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord,  may  stand  in  the 
fullness  of  joy,  and  view  the  grand  pillar  of  heaven,  whieh  was  built  by 
the  buth  and  charity  of  the  Saints,  beginning  at  Adam,  with  his  motto 
in  the  base,  "Repent  and  live, ' '  surrounded  with  a  beautiful  circle  sign, 
support*  <1  by  a  cross  about  midway  up  its  lofty  oolumn,  starinjr  the 
world  in  letters  of  blood,  "The  Kinsfdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand;"  and 
finished  with  a  plain  top  towerinpf  up  in  the  midst  of  tlie  celestial  world, 
around  which  is  written  by  the  finger  of  Jehovah,  "Eternal  Life  is  the 
greatest  f,''ift  of  God." 

Althouffh  we  may  fail  to  show  all  men  the  truth  of  the  fullness 
of  the  Qospel,  yet  we  hope  to  be  able  to  convince  some  that  we  are 
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aeitber  deloM  nor  fuwties;  but,  like  odwr  meo,  Iwto  a  claim  on  the 
world  for  land  and  for  a  hniagt  as  good  and  a*  great  as  onr  iponorablo 
fathers  had  for  independeaee  and  liberty;  that  though  the  world  has 
heen  made  to  beUere,  by  folse  reports-  and  Tagae  stories,  that  the 
Saints-^eaUed  '*Mormon8''--^were  meaner  than  the  savages,  still  God 
has  been  our  help  in  time  of  tronble,  and  has  provided  for  us  in  due 
ssason,  and,  to  use  the  language  of  Pope,  he  has  let  the  work  ^'spread 
undivided"  and  "operate  unspent." 

For  the  lionor  of  onr  beloved  country,  and  the  continuation  of  its 
free  tjoveruiiieut,  we  appeal  for  peace,  for  an  example  of  forbearance, 
and  the  diffusion  of  the  everlasting  Gospel;  we  appeal  to  the  human- 
ity of  all  nations,  and  for  the  glory  of  God,  before  whom  we  must  all 
answer  for  the  deeds  done  in  life,  and  for  the  hope  of  holiness  here- 
after, we  mean  to  remain  faithful  to  the  end,  continuing  to  pray  to  the 
Lord  to  spare  us  and  the  people  from  whatever  is  evil  and  not  caloa- 
lated  to  Immble  as,  and  prepare  as  for  His  presenee  and  glory;  at  Uie 
same  timebeeeeehing  Him,in  the  name  of  Jesns,  to  extend  His  Messinga 
to  whom  He  will,  and  His  meregr  to  all;  till  by  xigfateonsnem,  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  beeome  fair  as  the  son  and  dear  as  the 

(ffigned)  W.  W.  Piielfb, 

Datid  WHinin, 

John  Whitmer, 
Edward  Partridos, 
John  Corrill, 
Isaac  Morley, 
Parley  P.  Pratt, 
LrsfAN  Wight, 
Newel  Kkkhit, 
Thomas  B.  Marsh 
Squon  CBsm, 
CALvm  Btm. 

MissoBri,  United  States,  July,  18M. 
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GHAFTER  IX. 

XBTUBN  OF  THE  FBOFBST  TO  KIBTLAin>— SUNDRY  RVENT8  IN 

mSBOOBI. 

On  the  8th  of  July  I  went  to  the  eastern  part  of  Clay 
countv,  and  held  a  meeting  in  the  evening  at  the       „    ^  ^ 

-  '  "  -  The  Prophet 

house  of  Thomas  B.  Marsh.  Those  present  were  uetum*  to 

Kirtl«Bd. 

chiefly  High  Priests  and  Elders.    On  the  9th 
I  stwrted  for  Kirtland,  in  company  with  my  brother 
.  Hymm,  Frederick  G.  Williams,  William  £.  M'Lellin  and 
otiiers,  in  a  wagxm. 
Jnly  10. — ^Elder  Gorrill  wrote  as  follows: 

Samuel  C.  Owens,  Esq. : 

Sir — The  last  time  I  saw  you  in  Liberty  you  said  that  an  answer  to 
our  proposals,  you  thouerht,  would  be  forwarded  soon;  but  it  has  not 
been  done.  We  are  anxiously  waiting  to  have  a  compromiBe  effected, 
if  potaibte.  Baspecting  our  wbMitiii  JftokiOD  eoootji  eas  it  b«  SMimd 
flo  that  we  ean  reoelTo  the  avaUs  of  it,  or  not,  aedng  that  we  are  at 
preaent  prohibited  the  priTilege  [of  harveatliiff  it]  t 

John  CotaoLis. 

P.  S. — Please  hand  the  following  to  Colonel  Pitcher. 

J.C. 

LniBBTY,  Jttly  10, 1834. 

Coiottei  ThomoM  Piiek0r: 

Sib— 'The  followiofr  is  a  true  copy  of  an  order  from  the  governor  for 
our  arms.  Have  the  goodneaa  to  retain  an  answer  as  soon  as  possible, 
that  we  may  know  whether  we  can  have  the  arms  upon  said  order  or 
not;  also,  when.  Send  word  when  we  enn  reeeive  them,  and  we  will 
appoint  an  ^^ent  to  receive  and  receipt  the  same.  Re  a'ssnred  we  do 
not  wish  to  obtain  them  from  any  hostile  intentions,  but  merely  because 
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tbo  right  of  property  is  ours.  If  I  remember  ric^t,  there  is  one  gan  and 
a  sword  more  than  the  order  oalia  for. 

John  Cobrijll. 

[Here  followed  a  copy  of  the  Qovemoi^g  order  of  May  2,  to  Colonel 
Lneas.]* 

On  the  l^th  the  High  Couucil  of  Zioii  assembled  in 
Clay  eonrity,  and  appointed  Edward  Partridge,  Orsoa 
Pratt,  Isaae  Morley  and  Zebedee  Coltrin  to 
^Tth^HiSS  scattered  and  afflicted  brethren  in  that 

MTJaouri!"  rogiouy  and  teach  them  the  ways  of  tmth  and 
holiness,  .and  set  them  in  order  according  as  the 
Lord  shall  direct ;  but  it  was  decided  that  it  was  not  wis- 
dom for  the  Elders  generally  to  hold  public  meetings  in 
that  re^^ion. 

It  was  also  decided  that  Amasa  Lyman  assist  Lymau 
Wight  in  his  mission  of  gathering  the  strength  of  the 
Lord^s  house,  to  which  labor  1  had  appointed  him. 

July  31, — ^The  High  Council  of  Zion  assembled,  and 
heard  the  report  of  Edward  Partridge,  Orson  Pratt,  Zeb- 
edee Coltrin,  and  Isaac  Morley,  concerning  the  mission 
appointed  them  at  the  previous  council. 

President  David  Whitmer  gave  the  council  some  good 
instructions,  to  the  effect  that  it  was  their  duty  to  trans- 
act all  busint'ss  in  order,  and  when  anv  <*ase  is 
of  David  brought  torwara  tor  mvesti<ration,  every  mem- 
ber  should  be  att(Mitive  and  patient  to  what  is 
passing  in  all  casf^s,  and  avoid  confusion  and  conten- 
tion, which  are  offensive  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  He 
also  addressed  the  Elders,  and  said  it  was  not  pleasing  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord  for  any  man  to  go  forth  and  preach 
the  Gospel  of  peace,  unless  he  is  qualified  to  set  forth  its 
principles  in  plainness  to  those  whom  he  endeavors  to 
instruct;  and  also  he  should  Im*  infornnMl  as  to  the  rulosand 
regulations  of  the  Chui-ch  of  the  Latter-day  8aints;  for  just 

•  Vol.  l,p.  491. 
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as  a  man  is,  and  as  he  teaches  and  acts,  so  wiU  his  followers 
be,  let  them  be  ever  so  fall  of  notions  and  whims.  He  also 
addressed  the  congregation,  and  told  them  it  was  not  wis- 
dom for  the  l)n'thr(Mi  to  vot^  at  the  approaehincr  election ; 
and  the  council  acquiesced  in  the  instructions  ot  the  pres- 
ident. 

William  W.  Phelps  proposed  to  the  council  to  appoint 
a  certain  number  of  Elders  to  hold  public  ^ 
meetings  in  that  section  of  country  [Clay  ofT^w. 
county],  as  often  as  should  be  deemed  neces- 
saiy,  to  teach  the  disciples  how  to  escape  the  indignation 
of  their  enemies,  and  keep  in  favor  with  those  who  were 
friendly  disposed.    Simeon  Carter,  John  Corrill,  Parley 
P.  Pratt,  and  Orson  Pratt  were  appointed  by  the  unan- 
imous voice  of  the  council  and  congregation  to  iill  th& 
missiDn, 

Elder  Nathan  West  preferred  charges  against  Samuel 
Brown,  High  Priest,  for  teaching  contra- 

'         ^    -  '  .  Charges 

ry  to  counsel,  namely,  encouraging  the  AKainstsam. 
biethren  in  praetieing  gifto  (speaking  in 
tongues,)  in  ordaining  Sylvester  Hulet  a  High  Priest 
(without  counsel)  in  a  clandestine  manner;  asserting 

that  he  had  obtained  a  witness  of  the  Lord,  whieh  was  a 
command  to  perform  the  same  on  reeeivinir  the  gift  of 
tonjtrues,  which  trift  lie  had  never  iM'toir  n-ccived,  hut 
afterwards  said  that  he  had  been  in  possession  of  that  gift 
for  the  space  of  a  year;  and  in  undervaluing  the  authority 
and  righteousness  of  the  High  Council  by  charging  Elder 
West  not  to  say  anything  that  would  tend  to  prejudice 
their  minds,  lest  they  might  not  judge  righteously. 

These  charges  were  sustained  by  the  testimony  of 
Leonard  Rich,  Charles  English,  Brother  Bruce,  Edward 
Partridge,  Hiram  Page,  Roxa  Slade,  Caleb  Baldwin,  and 
8vlv»'st«M'  flul»'t.  President  David  Wliitiner  i^ave  the 
followin<^  decision,  whieh  was  sanetioned  by  the  council: 

* 'According  to  testimony  and  the  voiee  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  is  in  us,  we  say  unto  you,  that  (i^od,  in  His 
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ij^te  merey,  doth  yet  grant  you  a  sp^e  for  repentance; 
therefore,  if  you  confess  all  the  chaiges  which  have  beeil 
alleged  against  you  to  be  just,  and  in  a  spirit  that  we  can 
rer-.v.  ,t  tlHM,  you  [Samuel  BrownJ  ean  stand  as  a  pri- 
vat..  UM  iHl..r  iu  this  Church,  otherwise  we  have  no  fellow- 
ship tor  you;  and  also,  that  the  ordination  of  Sylvester 
fldet,  by  S«nnel  Brown,  is  illegal  and  not  acknowl- 
«l|ed  by  ns  to  be  of  God,  and  therefore  it  is  voi<l. 

brother  Brown  confessed  the  charges,  and  gave  up  hia 
hcense,  but  retained  his  membership  *  ^ 

Council  adjourned  on  tin-  .vt^ning  of  the  first  of  An^^ust; 
Letter  of  Ap-  ^'"^  previous  to  adjourning,  the  Ckmncil  gave 
CiSS^r        following  letter  to  the  Elders  appointi^  to 
visit  the  churches  in  Clay  county: 

Toihe  lMtUr^y  Saini,  who  have  bun  driven  Jhm  the  Umdof  their  in- 
hentanee,  and  aha  thoee  who  art  gathering  in  the  ftgione  romnd  oboM, 
tn  the  ,rrstern  boundaries  of  Mieeowi.  The  High  Omneil  eetahUehod 
ZX"^    ^^'^^  9if>enbgour  hUeeed  Savior  Je^m  Chriet,  eend 

DlAB  BWWHBIM-We  have  appointed  our  beloved  brother  and  com- 
PMHOn  in  tnbuUtloli.  John  Corrill,  to  meet  you  in  the  nan.e  of  the  Lord 
U     '  *  f''"^^"  With  others  also  duly  appointed,  will  vis.t  you 

alternately  for  the  imrpose  of  instmctinj:  you  in  the  nec  essarv  .jualifi- 
witions of  the  Latter-day  Saints;  that  they  may  be  perfected /that  the 
^fflcen  and  member,  of  the  body  of  Chrirt  may  beeome  rery  prayerful 
and  very  faithful,  strictJy  keeping  aU  the  eommandmente,  and  walking 
in  holiness  before  the  Lord  eontinnally;  that  aU  that  mean  to  h«Te  tl» 
<iestroyer  pass  over  them,  as  the  children  of  Iirael,  and  not  slay  them, 
may  hve  according  to  the  'word  of  wisdom;*  that  the  Sainte.  by  in- 
dustrv  d.hsrenoo.  faithfulness,  end  the  prayer  of  faith,  may  become 
purihed,  an,l  vnu^r  ..pon  their  inheritance,  to  build  up  Zion,  aeeotdinr 
to  the  word  of  the  Lord.  ^ 

We  are  sure  if  the  Saints  are  very  humble,  very  watchful,  and  very 
prayerful,  that  few  will  be  (Uceived  hy  those  who  have  not  authority  to 
te«jh,  or  who  have  not  the  spirit  to  teach  according  to  the  power  of  the 

•  The  closing  words  in  the  decision  signed  by  David  Whftner  nd  W.  W.  PbelM 
«8  modemtoM  and  John  Whitm-  r.  rlrrk.  nn-:  "TluTefon.  Brother  Brown  sUndn  H 
«  private  nonber  in  thi»  church-ali  tbia  by  the  voice  of  the  couneitor.."  iFu- 
Wert  Eeeord  of  Hlifa  Oeuiell  (Ms.),  p.  57.)  «»uiieu«r..  {iru 
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Holy  Oboit,  and  the  Mriptnres*  Lest  any  man*!  blood  be  required  at 
jonr  baadi»  we  beeeeeh  yon,  as  yoa  valiie  the  sahration  of  souls, 
wIm>  are  within,  to  set  an  example  worthy  to  be  followed  by  those  who 
are  without  the  kingdom  of  onrOod  and  His  Christ,that  peaee  by  gx&ce, 
and  blessings  by  nghteonsiiess,  may  attend  you,  untfl  you  are  sanetifled 
And  redeemed. 
Bated,  Clay  eoonty,  Angoet  1, 1834. 

About  this  time  I  arrived  in  Kirtland,  after  a  tedious 
journey  from  the  midst  of  enemies,  mobs,  ^^^^^^ 
eholera,  and  ezcessiyely  hot  weather,  having 
parted  from  those  whom  I  stazted  with  on  the  * 
9th  nltinK>»  at  different  points  of  the  jomney. 

August  4, — [Kirtland.]  A  oonncil  of  Elders  ordained 
Thomas  Colbum,  Elder;  and  resolved  to  send  Elder  Ze- 
rubbabel  Snow  to  Canada,  to  labor  in  the  miuistry. 

August  6. — The  High  Council  of  Zion  assembled  in 
Clay  county,  and  resolved  that  Leonard  Rich  (^^,^^.^^3 
act  in  the  place  of  Parley  P.  Pratt,  who  was  ic»iiui  the 
absent,  and  Amasa  Lyman  in  place  of  William 
£.  M'Lelliny  absent. 

The  following  charge  was  then  preferred : 

This  may  eertify,  that  whereas,  the  brethren  and  sisters  eomprisiair 
that  part  of  the  Chnreh  known  by  the  name  of  the  Holet  Branch,  have 
imbilMd  eertain  prineiplea  eoneeminir  the  i^fts  that  are  not  thought  to 
be  eiftreet  by  the  remainder  of  the  Cbaroh;  whieh  principles  seem  to 
have  a  tendency  to  eanse  disunion  in  the  Chnreh. 

l,  therefore,  as  a  well  wisher  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  for  the 
peace,  and  love,  and  upholding  of  the  preat  cause  of  God,  do  hereby 
pray  tliat  the  Hif^h  Council  will  take  into  consideration  the  al)ove  re- 
port, that  we  all  may  come  to  understaudinj;  and  prow  until  we  all 
come  unto  the  perfect  stature  of  men  and  women  in  Christ  Jesus. 

(Signed)  Nathan  West. 

Charles  English  testified  that  the  Hulet  Branch  believed 
that  they  received  tlie  word  of  the  Loid  hv  the    „  . 

•  Testimony 

ffift  of  toutrnt'S,  and  would  not  proceed  to    As»iii»t  th© 

their  temporal  business  w^ithout  r^'ceivint;  the 

word  of  the  Lord.   Sylvester  Hulet  would  speak,  and 
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Sally  Crandall  interpret.  Said  they  would  not  receive 
the  teachings  of  ordained  members,  even  Brother  Joseph 
Smith,  Jun.,  himself,  unless  it  agreed  with  their  gifts. 
Said  they  received  the  word  of  the  Lord  while  they  were 
in  Jackson  county,  that  tho}  were  to  be  persecuted  by  their 
brethren  in  Clay  county,  and  now  it  had  come.  Also  said 
that  the  heads  of  the  Church  would  have  to  come  down 
and  receive  the  ^ift-s  as  they  did.  Said  that  they,  the 
Hulet  Branch,  had  come  up  to  their  privileges  more  than 
the  r<»st  of  the  Church,  They  thought  they  were  right; 
but  if  they  could  be  convinced  that  they  were  wrong,  they 
would  retract.  Sister  Crandall  professed  to  know  and  see 
men's  hearts. 

Philo  Dibble  concurred  in  the  foregoing  testimony,  and 
also  testified  that  Sister  Crandall  saw  the  hearts  of  King 
Pollett  and  Hiram  Page,  and  they  were  not  right. 

Hiram  Page  testified  that  Lyman  Leonard  said,  if  it 
was  necessary  to  lay  aside  the  gifts  for  a  season,  they 
would  receive  a  knowledge  of  it  through  the  gifts. 

Nathan  West  concurred  in  the  foregoing  testimony,  also 
testified  that  Sally  Crandall  saw  his  heart,  that  it  was  full 
of  eyes;  also  eyes  in  others'  hearts,  some  few,  some  many 
eyes. 

Daniel  Stanton  testified  that  Sally  Crandall  said  she  saw 
his  heart  and  saw  two  books  in  it,  and  that  there  was  a 

Nephite  standing  behind  him  to  push  him  into  his  duty; 
also  that  Sylvester  Hulet  spoke  in  tongues  in  meeting, 
and  Sally  Crandall  intei'])r<'te(l  thus:  Verily,  verily,  thus 
saith  the  Lord  unto  you,  little  hand,  ye  must  l)ewar<%  for 
thero  are  many  who  are  seeking  to  pi  y  into  your  privileges. 

Absalom  Crichtield  testified  that  when  he  was  in  Jack- 
son county  last  spring,  the  Hulet  Branch  said,  in  tongues, 
that  they  would  be  safe,  during  the  night,  from  any  inters 
ruption  by  the  mob;  but,  before  morning,  Lyman  Leonard 
and  Josiah  Sumner  ware  whipped;  they  also  said  that 
they  saw  my  heart,  and  three  young  women  in  it. 

Brother  Batson  and  Alpheus  Gilford  concurred  in  much 
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ioregoing  testimony,  and  also  other  similar  circum- 
i  in  addition. 

)r  an  adjournment  of  three-qnarters  of  an  hour,  the 
ent  instracted  the  speakers  not  to  seek  to  excel,  bat 
according  to  truth  and  equity;  and  that  they  ought 
sse  darkness  from  their  minds,  and  be  exercised  on 

abject  upon  which  thoy  were  to  speak,  in  order  that 
might  touch  n(>oii  points  of  doctrine,  bring  hiddeu 
^  to  lii^ht,  and  niako  (hii'k  thini!:s,  cl«'ar,  etc. 
fter  councilors  ha<l  spoken,  tlic  pi('si«]»'nt  said:  **As 
the  gift  of  tongues  in  the  manner  it  was 
i  in  the  Hulet  Branch,  the  devil  deceived  i;'[i;'("„ncii 
m,  and  they  obtained  not  the  word  of  the  bf^^Ohm. 
rd,  as  they  supposed,  but  were  deceived; 
1  as  for  the  gift  of  'seeing,'  as  held  by  the  Hulet 
anch,  it  is  of  the  devil,  saith  the  Lord  God." 
.  The  council  were  unanimous  in  san<'tioiiiiig  the  deci- 
on,  and  appointed  Amasa  Lyman  and  Siincon  Carter  to 
o  and  labor  with  Hi'otlier  Ilulet  and  Sister  Cran<lall,  and 
thers  of  like  faith,  and  set  the  truthin  order  before  them. 
I  have  been  thus  particular  in  giving  the  history  of  tliis 
•ooncil,  as  the  gift  of  tongues  is  so  often  made  use  of  by 
Satan  to  deceive  the  Saints. 

The  council  adjourned  to  the  7th,  when  about  twenty 
Elders  were  sent  forth  to  preach  the  Gk>8pel  to  ^. 

-Ill  •     T     1  /-II  Eideri  Sent 

the  world,  but  not  m  Jackson  or  Clay  counties,  Forth  to 
or  then*  viciuity. 

Presidt^nt  David  Whitmer  testified  to  the  council,  that 
William  Batsou  was  not  capable  of  fillintc  his  „ 

^  The  ra«»e  of 

office  of  Elder,  because  he  had  not  discretion  wnuamBat- 
and  understanding  sufficient  to  act  wisely  in 
that  capacity,  whereupon  the  council  voted  unanimously, 
that  his  office  and  license  be  taken  from  him;  to  which  he 
consented,  and  gave  up  his  license. 

Elias  and  Isaac  Higbee,  and  Jesse  Hitchcock,  were  or- 
dained to  th;^  High  Priethood,  and  council  adjourned  to 
the  2l8t  of  August. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

GHARQES  AGAINST  THE  PUOPHET  ON  HIS  RETURN  FROM  ZION's 
CAMP  EXi'EDlilON — TRIAL  OF  ELDER  SYLVESTER  SMITH. 

Mimutea  of  a  Couneil,  held  ot  KirtUmdf  Auguat  11, 1894, 

Thb  day  a  number  of  High  Priasts  and  Elders  of  tlie  Clmveh  of  the 
Latter>day  Saints,  assembled  in  the  new  school  honse,  for  the  pnrpooo 
.  of  investigating  a  matter  of  diAonlty  growing  out  of  oertain  reports, 
or  statements,  made  by  Elder  Sylvester  Smith,  one  of  the  Higli 
Couneilors  of  this  Chureh,  aeeosing  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.* 
with  oriminal  oondaot  daring  his  joomey  to  and  ftom  Missonri  thin 
sprinpf  and  summer. 

After  calling  the  meeting  to  Older,  Pre«ident  Joseph  Smith  spoke  at 
consideraVjIe  length  upon  the  circumstances  of  their  journey  to  and 
from  Missouri,  and  very  minntt'ly  l.'iid  open  tlie  causes  out  of  which 
the  jealousies  of  Brother  Sylvester  Sniitli  ,*ind  others  hnd  prrown.  He 
made  a  satisfactory  statement  concerning  his  rebukes  and  cliastistTiients 
upon  Sylvester  Smith  and  others,  and  also  concerninL'  tlit;  distribution 
of  monies  and  other  properties,  ciUing  on  brethren  present  who 
accompanied  him,  to  attest  the  same,  all  of  which  was  satisfactory  to 
the  brethren  present,  as  appeared  by  their  own  remarks  afterwards. 

After  President  Joseph  Smith  had  eloeedhis  lengthy  remarim,  Brother 
Sylvester  Smith  made  some  observations  relative  to  the  snbjeot  of 
their  diAoolties,  and  began  to  make  a  partial  eonfeasioa  for  his 
previous  eondoct,  asking  forgiveness  for  aecnsing  Brother  Joseph 
publicly,  on  the  Saturday  previous,  of  prophesying  lies  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord;  and  for  abusing  (as  he  had  said)  his  (Sylvester*s)  ehairaeter 
before  the  brethren,  while  jottineying  to  the  west. 

Elder  Rij^don  made  some  remarks,  by  way  of  reproof,  upon  the 
condncf  of  Sylvester  Smith. 

Elder  John  1*.  Greene  spoke:  others  rtKo.  followed  l>y  the  clerk 
[Oliver  Cowdery]:  after  whieh,  on  motion  of  Elder  Hijjdon,  the 
assembly  arranj^ed  itself  into  a  council,  Bishop  Newel  K.  Whitney 
presidinKf  and  proceeded  to  discuss  how  this  difficulty  should  be 
disposed  of. 


jd  by  Googl 


A.  D.  1834] 


mSTOBX  OF  TBB  GHUBCH. 


14S 


EldtT  Jolin  Smith  thought  tliat  for  Brother  Sylvester  to  make  a 
public  eontcssion  in  tlie  Star,  woukl  be  the  waj'  to  heal  the  wound. 

Elder  Calioon  followed  with  nearly  the  same  remarks. 

Elder  Isaac  Hill  thought  it  ought  to  be  <|uaslieU  aad  go  no  further: 
followed  with  the  same  from  Elder  I.  Bishop. 

Samuel  H.  Smith  said  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  Brother  Sylvester 
osglit  to  make  a  more  imblie  oonfenians  and  send  by  letter,  to  those 
who  are  in  the  same  transgresrion  with  himself,  and  infom  them  of 
this  dedstos;  and  then,  if  neeessary,  make  it  pnblie  in  the  Siar, 

Elder  Orson  Hyde  thought  the  eonfession  ongfat  to  be  as  liberal  aa 
the  aeeusation,  or  that  it  ought  to  be  written  and  published. 

Elder  John  P.  Greene  said,  that  if  Brother  SylTOSter  would  view  this- 
thini?  in  its  proper  li^ht,  he  would  be  willing  to  make  a  public  con- 
fession, and  send  it  forth;  and  he  advised  him  to  do  this  for  the 
salvation  of  the  churches  abroad. 

Elder  Isaac  Storj-  said,  that  it  was  hi.s  opinion,  that  the  plaster 
ought  to  be  as  large  as  the  wound;  that  a  proper  statement  ought 
to  be  published  abroad. 

The  clerk  [Oliver  Cowdery]  then  proposed  that  the  council  send  a  cer- 
tificAteor  resolution,  informing  the  churches  abroad,  that  the  conduct  of 
President  Joseph  Smith  has  been  investigated,  and  that  he  has  acted  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  in  every  respect  has  conducted  himself  to  the 
•atiabetton  of  the  Chnreh  in  Kirtland ;  and  also  let  Brother  Sylreeter 
make  a  proper  eonfession,  following  the  same  minutes. 

Kldert  Amasa  Lgrman,  Peter  Shirts,  Truman  Wait,  Boswell  ETans, 
Alpheua  Cutler,  and  Thomas  Burdiok,  made  remarks  to  the  same 
effect. 

Elder  Sidney  Rlgdon  made  a  few  remarks  upon  the  attitude  in  whiob 

Sylvester  stood  before  the  world,  in  endeavoring?  to  preach  the  Gospel. 

Elder  Orson  Hyde  moved  for  a  decision  relative  to  the  first  question,, 
viz.,  What  is  to  be  done  to  arrest  the  evil. 

The  moderator  [Bishop  Newel  K.  Whitney]  then  proceeded,  after  a 
few  remarks,  to  give  a  decision  according  to  a  motion  j)rcviously 
made,  viz.,  that  an  article  l)c  published  in  the  Kicnituj  >nid  Morning 
Star,  by  the  direction  of  the  Council,  that  the  Church  in  Kirtland  has 
investigated  the  conduct  of  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  while 
journeying  to  the  west,  and  retumint;;  and  that  we  &nd  that  he  has 
aoted  in  every  respect  in  an  honorable  and  proper  manner  with  alt 
monies  and  other  properties  entrusted  to  his  charge;  after  which  a  vote 
was  taken  and  carried  to  the  above  effect. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Orson  Hyde,  and  seoonded  by  Sidney 
Bigdon,  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  write  the  article  for 
the  Aor,  agreeable  to  the  deoision. 
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Oliver  Cowdory,  Thomas  Biirdiek  and  Orson  Myde,  were  Domiofited 
and  appointed  the  committee  by  unanimous  vote. 

Brother  Sylvester  then  said  that  he  was  willing  to  publish  a  con- 
Iiitb«i9lar. 

OiilYKR  CowDXBT,  Clerk. 


I  Mrrote  to  Lyman  Wight,  Edward  Partridge,  John 

The  Prophet  Corrill,   Isaac  Morley,   aud  others  of  the 

vtr^^at";;  High  Council  of  Zion,  from  Kirtland,  August 

lim^r  16,  1834,  as  follows: 


Dear  Brethrbn — After  so  long  a  time,  I  dictate  a  few  lines  to  yoa, 
to  let  yoti  koow  that  I  am  in  Eirtland,  and  that  I  foond  all  wtXL  when 
I  arrived,  as  pertaining  to  health;  but  oor  eommon  advemvy  had 
taken  the  advantage  of  onr  Brother  Sylvester  Smith,  and  others,  who 
gave  a  false  ooloring  to  almost  every  transaetion,  from  the  time  we 
left  Eirtland,  until  we  retamed,  and  thereby  stirred  np  a  greal 
difflenlty  in  the  Chnroh  against  me.  Aooordini^y  I  was  met  in  the 
face  and  eyes,  as  soon  as  I  had  got  home,  with  a  eatalogne  of  charges 
as  black  as  the  author  of  lies  himself;  and  the  cry  was  Tyrant — Pope 
— Kinj? — Usurper — Abuser  of  men  — Anpel — False  Prophet — Prophe- 
syint,'  lies  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  — T<iki?icr  consecrated  monies  — 
and  every  other  lie  to  till  up  and  complete  the  catalofrue.  Such 
experiences  may  be  necessary  to  perfect  the  Church,  an<i  reriuer  our 
traducers  mete  for  the  dcvourer,  and  i\w  shaft  of  the  destroyinpr  angel. 
In  consequence  of  iiavinjj  to  combat  all  these,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  regulate  my  mind,  so  as  to  give  you  counsel,  and  the  information 
that  yon  needed:  bnt  that  €k>d  who  roles  on  high,  and  thunders  judg- 
ments npon  Israel  wlien  they  transgress,  has  ghren  me  power  from  tito 
time  I  was  bom  into  the  kingdom  to  stand;  and  I  have  snooeeded  in 
putting  all  gainsayers  and  enemies  to  flight,  unto  the  present  time; 
and  nothwithstanding  tlie  adversary  laid  a  plan,  wliieh  was  more 
subtle  than  all  others,  as  you  will  see  by  the  next  Star,  I  now  swim 
in  good,  clean  water,  with  my  head  oat. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  you  such  counsel  as  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  may  dictate.  You  will  recollect  that  your  business  must  be 
done  by  your  High  Council.  You  will  rccollrft  that  the  first  Khlers 
are  to  receive  their  eudowiiient  in  Kirtlaud.  Ix  i'orc  the  redemption  of 
Zion.  You  will  recollect  that  your  High  Council  will  have  power  to 
say  who  of  the  first  Elders  among  the  children  of  Zion  are  accounted 
worthy;  and  you  will  also  recollect  that  you  have  my  testimony  in 
behalf  of  eertain  ones,  previous  to  my  dc()arture.   You  will  recollect 
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that  the  wKmer  these  ambasMdon  of  the  Moit  High  are  dispatehed  to 
bear  tettimony,  to  lift  up  a  warning  voioe,  and  proolaim  the  ererlaating 
Gospel,  and  to  use  every  eonvinoing  proof  and  faculty  with  this 
generation,  while  on  their  journey  to  Kirtland — ^the  better  it  will 
be  for  tliein  and  for  Zion.  Inasmuch  as  the  indignation  of  the  people 
sleepeth  for  a  while  our  time  should  be  employed  to  the  best 
advantage;  althou^^h  it  is  not  the  will  of  (tod.  that  these  ambassadors 
should  hold  their  peace  after  they  have  started  upon  their  joorney. 
Tht'V  should  arousf  th^*  sympathy  of  the  people. 

I  would  recommend  to  Rrothei  Phelps,  (if  he  be  yet  there.)  to  write 
a  petition,  such  as  will  be  approved  by  the  Hij^h  Council:  and  let  every 
signer  be  obtained  that  can  be,  iu  the  State  of  Missouri  by  them  while 
they  are  on  their  joarney  to  this  place  [Kirtland]  that  peradventure  we 
may  learn  whether  we  have  friends  or  not  in  these  United  States. 

This  petition  is  to  t>e  sent  to  the  governor  of  Missouri,  to  solioit  him 
to  eall  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  a  guard  to  proteot  our 
brethren  iu  Jaoksoa  eounty,  upon  theb  own  lands,  from  the  insults  and 
abuse  of  the  mob. 

And  I  would  reoommend  to  Brother  Wight  to  enter  eomplaint  to  the 
govMBOr  ss  often  as  he  receives  any  insults  or  injury;  and  in  ease  that 
they  proceed  to  endeavor  to  take  life,  or  tear  down  houses,  and  if  the 
citizens  of  Clay  county  do  not  befriend  ns,  to  gather  up  the  little  army, 
and  be  set  o/er  immediately  into  Jackson  eounty,  and  trust  in  Ood,  and 
do  the  best  he  can  in  niHintaiiiintf  the  g'round.  But,  in  case  the  excite- 
ment continues  to  be  allayed,  and  peace  prevails,  use  every  effort  to 
prevail  on  the  churclies  to  gather  to  those  reg-ions  and  locate  them- 
selves, to  be  in  readiness  to  move  into  Ja>cksou  county  iu  two  years  from 
the  eleventh  of  September  next,  whieh  is  the  appointed  time  for  the 
redemption  of  Zion.  If— verily  I  say  unto  yon--if  the  Ohnroh  with  one 
united  effort  perform  their  duties;  if  theydothb,  the  work  shall  be 
eomplete— if  they  do  not  this  in  all  humility,  making  preparation  from 
this  time  forth,  like  Joseph  in  Egypt,  laying  up  store  against  the  time 
of  famine,  every  man  having  his  tent,  his  horses,  his  ohariots,  his  armoiy, 
his  eatde,  his  family,  and  his  whole  substance  in  readiness  against  the 
time  when  it  shall  be  baid:  To  your  tents,  0  Israel!  Let  not  this  be 
noised  abroad;  let  eveiy  heart  beat  in  silence,  and  eveiy  mouth  be 
shut. 

Now,  my  beloved  brethren,  you  will  learn  by  this  w^o  have  a  ffreat 
work  to  do,  and  but  little  time  to  do  it  in;  and  if  we  do  not  exert  our- 
selves to  the  uttnost  in  gJitherinj^^  up  the  strenjjrth  of  the  Lord's  house 
that  this  thing  may  be  accomplished,  behold  there  remaineth  a  seourj^-e 
for  the  Church,  even  that  they  shall  be  driven  fi*om  city  to  city,  and 
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bat  few  shall  remain  to  receive  au  inheritance;  if  those  things  are  not 
kept,  there  remaineth  a  8Gour|,'e  also;  therefore,  be  wise  this  oncet  O 
ye  ohildren  of  Zionl  and  give  heed  to  my  oonosel,  satth  the  Lord. 

I  woald  inform  Bishop  Partridge  that  the  bill  I  reeeived  from  him 
was  good,  and  when  I  can  get  onr  mon«y  changed  for  another,  I  will 
mail  it  to  him. 

The  brethren,  ap  to  now,  have  generally  arrived  from  Clay  eoonty  in 

health,  notwithstanding  the  warm  season.  I  would  also  inform  Bishop 
Partridge  that  I  am  not  satisfied  with  Brother  Hulet  concerningthe  colt, 
and  so  long  as  unrighteous  acts  are  suffered  in  the  Church,  it  cannot  be 
sanctified,  neither  can  Zion  be  redeemed;  and  also  that  1  was  ohlii;<-(i 
to  leave  the  consecrated  horn  in  Illinois,  also  Brother  William  E.  M'Lel- 
lin,  who  was  sick.  We  expect  when  he  recovers  that  he  will  come  to 
Kirtland.  He  was  very  humble,  and  I  entertain  no  doubt  as  to  his 
standinff  wliili-  he  continues  so.  We  have  a  desire  to  hear  coneerninfj" 
the  cholera,  and  whether  Sister  Bunnel  is  yet  alive.  Inform  us  as  to  all 
deaths,  and  give  the  names  and  standing  of  all  those  who  are  called 
away. 

The  eholera  is  raging  in  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Fairport,  Buffalo,  and 
other  places.  We  found  it  in  Chariton  as  we  came  through,  and  almoet 
every  other  place.  It  is  an  awful  and  solemn  day,  but  this  is  only  the 
foreshadowing  of  what  is  to  come. 

The  churches  seem  to  be  in  a  cold,  languid  and  disconsolale  state; 
and  as  the  revolution  of  the  earth  is  once  in  twenty-four  boniat  ao  we 
may  look  for  frequent  revolutions  amonf?  this  wicked  and  perverse  gen- 
eration, and  also  in  the  Church  of  Christ.  When  the  head  is  sick,  the 
whole  body  is  faint;  and  when  the  Church  lifts  up  the  head,  the  angel 
will  bring  us  good  tidings.    Even  so.  Amen. 

Joseph  Buith,  Jun. 


Aiigust  57.— Doctor  Frederick  G.  Williams  returned 
from  Cleveland  and  told  us  concerning  the  plague,  and 
after  much  consultation,  we  agreed  that  Dr. 

The  I'lajrue  of   

Cholera  in  Williams  should  go  to  Cleveland  and  com- 
cioveund.  meuce  administerinpr  to  the  sick,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ohtaiiiinj^  blessiriLcs  for  th«Mn,  and  for  the  ^lory  of 
the  Lord.  Accordin^jrly,  w<?  (Josoph,  Frodorick,  and 
01iv<^r,)  niiit^Ml  in  })ray<M*  h^foro  the  Lord  for  tliis  thin<r. 
Now,  U  Lr)r<l,  ^rant  us  these  blessings  in  the  name  of 
Jo^m  Christ.  Amen. 
The  same  day  the  High  Council  of  Zion  assembled  at 
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the  bouse  of  Lyman  Wight,  and  Elders  Suneon  Carter  and 
Amasa  Lyman  made  a  report  oonceming  their 
mission  to  the  Hnlet  branch.   They  found  the  Mf'Jouri- 
Church  willing  to  receive  the  decision  of  the  TrolbteT^ 

last  coiuu'il  rospoi'tiii^i:  tho  false  spirits  with 
"which  thoy  had  b»H'ii  troubled. 

John  Corrill  entered  a  conndaint  ai^ainst  Lyman  Wi^^ht 
for  teaching  that  **all  disease  in  this  Church  is  of  the  devil, 
and  that  medicine  administered  to  the  sick  is  ^ 
of  the  devil:  for  the  sick  in  the  Church  ought  A^minst 

to  Uve  by  faith."  LymanWl^ht. 

Elder  Wight  ackbwledged  that  he  had  taught  the  doc- 
trine, and  rather  believed  it  to  be  correct. 

The  President  decided  that  it  was  not  lawful  to  teach 
the  Church  that  all  disease  is  of  the  devil,  but  if  there  is 
anyone  who  has  this  faith,  let  him  have  it  to  himself;  and 
if  th'^re  are  any  who  believe  that  roots  and  herbs,  admin- 
istered to  the  sick,  and  ail  wholesome  vegetables  which 
Ood  has  orduned  for  the  use  of  man — and  if  any  say  that 
such  things  applied  to  the  sick,  in  order  that  they  may 
receive  healthy  and  this  medicine  is  applied  by  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Church — ^if  there  are  any  among  you  that  teach 
that  these  things  are  of  Satan,  such  teaching  is  not 
of  God. 

On  the  2.11(1  of  August,  a  council  convened  for  the  pur- 
pose of  hearing  the  resolutions  designed  for  the  Staff 

which  were  to  V)0  drawn  up  bv  Elders  Oliver  ^ 

Retoliitiima 

Cowdery,  Thomas  Burdick,  and  Orson  Hyde,   of  viadiea- 
on  the  subject  of  the  difficulty  existing  between 
President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun,,  and  Sylvester  Smith. 

Elder  Besmolds  Gaboon  presided  in  consequence  of  the 
ill  health  of  Bishop  Whitney. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read  and 
adopted,  to  wit: — 


Wbereus  a  report  liuviup  oonie  to  this  plaoe  [Kirtland]  censuriufj  the 
«onduct  of  President  Josepli  Smith,  Jim.,  relative  to  his  proceeding's 
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daring  his  joarney  to  and  from  Minonri;  and  wliereas  >aid  report 
wu  oalenlated  to  ereate  an  unfavorable  inflaenoe  as  re^iards  the  moral 

char.K  tt  r  and  honesty  of  oar  brother,  it  beoomes  necessary  for  ns  to 
itivi  st  L  ite  the  matter,  and  report  the  same  to  oar  brethren  abroad; 

Therefore, — 

Resulted:  Tliat  after  hearinj^:  from  the  mouths  of  some  that  a  sus- 
picion rested  ui»on  their  miuds  relative  to  the  conduct  of  our  President 
as  regards  his  honesty  and  jrodly  wall\,  we  [lave  iiuH-stiLrated  his  whole 
proceediufrs  hy  calliti}jr  upon  those  who  a('corn|>anied  him  to  and  from 
Missouri,  and  wi*  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  say  to  our  breth- 
ren abroad,  one  and  all,  that  we  are  satisQed  with  his  conduct,  having- 
learned  from  the  dearest  evidence,  that  be  has  acted  in  every  respect 
worthy  his  high  and  responsible  station  in  this  Chareh,  and  has  pru- 
dently and  oautionsly  preserved  the  teood  of  this  society  at  laive,  and  is 
still  worthy  of  oar  esteem  and  fellowship,  and  that  those  reports  oould 
have  origiDated  in  the  minds  of  none  ezoept  snch  as  either  from  a 
natnral  misonderstanding,  or  a  natnral  jealoaqr,  are  easily  led  to  eon- 
ceive  of  evils  where  none  exists. 

Resolved:  That  we  say  to  our  brethren  that  while  we  are  surrounded 
by  thousands  eagrer  to  p*asp  at  a  shadow,  if  they  have  a  hope  of  turning 
it  into  a  falsehood  for  the  injury  of  the  Gospel,  we  exhort  them  to  be 
steadfast  and  inimf)vable  in  the  truth,  restinjx  assured  that  while  they 
continue  to  walk  in  the  Holy  Covenant  they  liave  professed  to  embrace, 
that  nothinfj  can  in  the  eml  operate  a^jainst  their  pood;  and  that  wliile 
wickedness  abounds,  as  in  <hiys  of  old,  the  characters  of  those  seeking- 
the  ^jreatest  good  for  their  fellow  men  will  l)e  shamefully  traduced  and 
every  act  of  their  lives  misrepresented,  and  a  false  shade  thrown  over 
their  worthy  deeds,  all  this  is  caleolated  to  create  an  evil  prejudice  in 
the  minds  of  the  commnnity,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  increase  of 
light,  the  better  to  effect  evil  purposes  and  keep  men  in  error.  We  say, 
dear  brethren,  may  peace  and  the  blessings  of  onr  Lord  Jesns  Christ  be 
multiplied  unto  you  through  the  knowledge  of  trath,  forever. 

BMolved:  That  the  minutes  be  ugned  by  the  moderator  and  olerk, 
and  published  to  the  churches  in  the  Evening  and  Morning  Star. 

Reynolds  Cahook,  Moderator. 

Olivbb  Cowdbbt,  Clerk. 

We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  al  ove  named  Conference,  for 
the  satisfaction  of  our  brethren  ^rosd,  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  say  to 

those  with  whom  we  have  a  personal  acquaintance,  that  we  were  present 

during  the  foreproinfj  investig'af ion,  and  eheerfullv  concur  in  the  spirit 
of  the  above  niitiufcs,  and  join  in  savin<r  that  we  are  perfectly  satisfied 
that  whatever  impressions  may  liave  gone  abroad,  or  whatever  may  re- 
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main  with  any  in  this  vicinity,  relative  to  liie  conduet  of  our  President, 
Jo.>»'i»h  ytuitli,  Jun.,  we  are  certain  (from  evidence)  that  lie  conducted 
himself  in  all  respects  as  set  forth  in  the  resolutions  of  this  Conference. 
We  are  induced  to  make  these  statements  that  the  innocent  may  not 
suffer  wrongfully,  and  that  the  minds  of  our  brethren  and  friends  may 
be  Mtisfied,  that  every  appearance  of  evil  is,  in  this  place,  sesrolied  out, 
and  that  nothing  nabeootnini,'  a  society  of  people  professing  godlinen 
is  foffered  to  exist  among  them. 

Iiu  Amis,  Benson,  Vennont. 

Asa  Ltman,  PuishTiUe,  New  York. 

John  Ruod,  Springfield,  Srie  ooonty,  Pennsylvania. 

Isaac  Stobet,  Warsaw,  New  York. 

William  BuRr.KSS,  Bolton,  New  York. 

Jonas  Putnam,  Bolton,  New  York. 

J.  B.  BoswoRTH,  from  the  church  in  Norton. 

RoswELi.  Evans,  Waterford.  Vermont.' 

John  Smith,  Potsdam,  New  York. 

Orson  Johnson,  Bath,  New  Hampshire. 

Olivkr  IIkh.ky,  Jamestown. 

Alman  Sherman,  Pomfret,  New  York. 

Jacob  Bump,  Silver  Creek,  New  York. 

ISAAO  Hill,  East  Liverpool,  Ohio. 

LOBBMZO  TouNG,  the  same. 


The  nndersigned  memhers  of  this  Ckmferenee,  having  accompanied 
President  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  to  and  from  Missouri,  oertify  that  the 
above  is  a  oorreet  statement  eoueeming  his  oharaeter  and  oondnot. 

Ltman  E.  Johnson. 

HsBKB  C.  Kimball.* 

Brother  Sylvester  Smith  objected  to  abid-   „  ,  , 

111..         •  1     •  .«        1  Sylvetter 

log  by  the  decision  of  the  former  council,  and  BmithBefu^eH 
proceeded  to  justify  himself  in  his  former   Decbiou  of 
conduct;  and  after  much  discussion,  the  fol- 
lowii)?  resolution  was  offered  by  the  clerk,  and  passed  by 

uiiciiiimous  vote:  — 

Beaolved:  That  in  consequence  of  the  stand  onr  brother,  Sylvester 
Smith,  has  taken  against  the  former  decision  of  this  eonncil,  that  we 
judge  him  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  nnbecoming  a  man  in  his  high  sta* 


*The  fore(;oinpr  resolutions  to  tliis  point  were  all  pabliebed  in  the  Mvening  and 
Morning  Star,  Vol.  1I»  No.  23.  August,  lb34. 
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tioii,  and  except  a  humble  confession  be  made  to  this  council,  he  stands 
rebuked,  and  diHijunlified  to  act  further  in  his  office  in  the  Church,  until 
he  make  proper  satisfaction,  or  till  a  trial  before  the  Bishop,  assisted  by 
twelve  High  Priests  can  be  had. 

OUTSB  COWDIBT, 

Clark  of  CoimeiL 

August  ;i8, 18S4, — This  day  tlie  High  Council  assembled 
Formal  Trial     a^*<^ording  to  the  direction  of  Bishop  Whitney, 
g^^Twtar     to  try  Brother  Sylvester  Smith,  charged  with 
a  misdemeanor.   The  f oUowing  is  a  copy  of 
the  complaint: — 

To  Newel  K,  Whitney,  Bishop  of  the  Ohurch  of  Latter-dojf  SaimU  m 
Kirtiemd, 

Sir,  I  prefer  the  foilowinu^  charn^s  against  Sylvester  timith,  a  High 
Priest  of  said  Church:  — 

Ist.  He  has  refused  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  a  council  of  the  High 
Priests  and  Elders  of  this  Church,  held  in  this  place  on  the  11th  of  this 
month,  friven  in  a  case  of  difficulty  betwoen  aaid  Qytveator  Smith  and 
Joteph  Smith,  Jan. 

2nd.  He  eontinnes  to  ohazge  said  Joseph  Smith,  oontiavy  to  the  do- 
oiiion  of  the  before  mentioned  eonnoil,  with  improper  oondoet  in  his 
pvoeeedings  as  President  of  the  Chnrsh  of  the  Latter-day  Sauits,  during 
his  journey  the  past  aeason  to  the  State  of  Missouri. 

As  these  things  are  exceedingly  grievons  to  many  of  the  Saints  in 
Kirtland,and  very  prejndioial  to  the  cause  of  truth  in  general,  I  thwe- 
fore  require  that  you  summon  the  High  Council  of  this  Church  to  in- 
vestigrate  this  case,  that  a  final  decision  may  be  had  upon  the  same.  I 
say  the  Ili^'h  Council  because  it  is  a  case  afiteoting  the  Presidency  of 
said  Church.*  8u>N£Y  Kltil>ON. 

*    Kirtland,  Ohio,  August  2;},  18.J4. 

•Thi«  hfts  reference  to  tin-  special  U'l^h  Cotuicil  of  the  Church  authorized  to  try 
the  President  of  the  High  Priesthood,  who  is  also  the  President  of  the  Church, 
should  he  be  fonad  in  tmafnaslon.  The  Oootiell  eonaiats  of  iho  Praaidhiff  Bishop 
of  the  Church,  assisted  by  twelve  High  Priests,  ajrrfeable  to  the  revelation  whWl 
says:  "And  inaHniuch  as  a  President  of  tlie  High  Priesthood  «*hnn  transgress, 
be  shall  be  had  in  remembrance  before  the  common  couucil  of  the  Church,  wbo 
shall  be  ••steted  by  twelve  eoanselon  of  the  High  Prieslhood;  and  Ibeir  deelsloa 
upon  hit  head  shall  be  an  end  of  controversy  concerning  him.  ThoSt  none  shall  be 
ex«'mpt  from  the  jtistii-f  nn«l  thf  l.-iws  of  God,  tliat  all  things  may  be  done  in 
order  and  in  solemnity  before  Him,  according  to  truth  and  righteousness." — Doo- 
triiie  end  OoTeaaate,  See.  eril:  S2-M.  » 

As  remarked  bf  Elder  BIgdon,  inasmuch  at  thlt  ease  waa  one  ISTolTliig  ehvegtm 
ac:ainst  the  Presidency  of  the  Choieh,  It  wtfl  pfoper  that  It  thoold  be  heard  bf  Ala 
tpecial  council  of  the  Church. 


ui;ji.,^od  by 


A.  D.  lasij 
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JKfibop  WhUme^  Natifiei  Splvuter  8mth  of  the  Chargt. 

KiRTLAND.  Ohio.  Aucrust  27, 
Brother  Svlvkster  Smith — WhcroascorDplaint  has  been  made  to  me 
by  Counselor  Sidney  Ri^don,  setting  fortli  that  you  have  been  violating 
the  laws  of  the  Charch  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  you  are,  th0ve((Xfe» 
iMitiiled  to  appear  before  the  High  Coniiflil  of  High  Prieets,  to  be  held 
in  the  GonneU  Hooae,  in  Kirtland,  on  the  28th  day  of  Angoat,  at  ten 
o*eloek,  a.  m.,  to  answer  to  said  ehargei,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the 
Choreh.  N.  K.  Whitney,  Biahop. 

The  preeadants  proeeedod  to  nominate  a  High  Prieat  to  All  the 
Tieaney  in  the  eonnoil*  oocaaioned  by  the  death  of  Elder  John  C.  Carter, 
▼it:  Orion  Johnson  which  nomination  was  carried  nnanimonsly,  and 
he  waa  ordained  High  Connoilor  under  the  hands  of  Counselor  Sidney 
JBigdon* 

Councilor  Luke  8.  Johnson  said  he  wished  to  be  eieused  from  sitting 

in  this  oouncil,  because  he  had  been  previously  tempted  on  some  mat- 
ters, and  that  be  bad  sinned,  and  wished  to  make  a  more  pnblie  oon- 

fession  than  he  could  make  here. 

After  some  remarks  from  tlio  counoilors,  it  was  decided  that  Elder 
Johnson  continue  his  seat  in  the  council. 

Elder  John  P.  Greene  was  appointed  to  act  in  tlie  place  of  Sylvester 
Smith;  also  Elder  Amos  Durfee  in  the  placf  ot  John  .lohnson,  Sen., 
■who  was  absent;  also  Lyman  Johnson  in  the  place  of  Martin  Harris. 

The  council  was  organized  and  complaint  read.  It  was  agreed  that 
mm  eonnoilors  speak  on  the  case.  The  Bbhop  then  <diarged  the  eouneil 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  aet  aeeording  to  troth  and  righteousness. 

Elder  RbjuMb  Cahoon  testified  that,  the  testimony  given  before  a 
eonneil,  on  the  11th  instant,  was,  that  President  Joseph  South,  Jnn., 
had  eondmrted  himself  in  a  proper  manner,  while  joameying  to  and 
from  Missonri:  and  that  the  council  considered  that  BylTcster  Smith 
had  accased  Pn  sident  Joseph  Smith  wrongfully,  and  was  entirely  in 
the  fault.  He  further  considered  that  everything  bearing  on  or  relating 
to  this  affair  had  been  brought  before  the  eonneil,  and  from  this  they 
gave  their  decision. 

Elder  Jolin  P.  Greene  concurred  in  the  foretjoinj^  statements,  and  he 
supposed  that  Broliier  Sylvester,  on  the  11th  instant,  saw  the  alfair  in 
the  same  li«rlit  in  consequence  of  his  [Sylv«'ster's]  sayinjr  at  the  time, 
that  he  was  not  previously  aware  of  the  spirit  that  posscs>cd  hiui  at  the 
time  he  made  his  charges  against  President  Joseph  Smith. 

Elder  Alpheus  Cutler  said  that  he  oonsidered  that  the  evidence  given 
before  the  eooneil  on  the  27th  was  sofflcient  to  prove  that  President 
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Josopli  Smith  liaJ  conducted  himself  in  an  honorable  manner  during" 
his  hite  journey  to  and  from  Missouri.  htkI  fhnt  he  c^»iisidf! red  that  the 
evidence  there  ^iven  was  such  tliat  it  could  nut  be  invalidated. 

Elder  Jacob  Bump  said  that  previous  to  the  (  (niiu'il  on  the  11th  his 
mind  had  been  agitated,  and  it  was  in  (•()n^e<luence,  in  part,  of  reports 
which  hud  been  put  in  circulation  respecting  Prei^ident  Smith's  conduct 
during  his  late  journey  to  and  from  Missouri;  but  wheu  he  heard  the 
case  investigated  before  that  eouneil  his  mind  was  satisfied  that  he  had 
been  misinformed,  and  was  fully  satisfied  that  President  Joseph  Smith 
had  not  aeted  in  any  respect  oontraiy  to  ri^rttteonsness  before  the 
Lord. 

Elder  Asa  Lyman  said,  that  previoos  to  the  eonncil  bis  mind  had  been 
acptated  also,  but  was  satisfied  at  the  council;  and  he  verily  believed 
from  the  evidence  there  given  that  President  Joseph  Smith  had  not 
acted  contrary  to  justice. 

F'lder  Jacob  Bump  said  that  his  mind  was  excited  still  further  after 
conversing' with  Brother  Sylvester,  previous  to  the  lith,  which  served 
in  a  dej^ree  to  excite  his  mind  I'urthi'r. 

Elder  Edmund  Bosiey  said  that  he  understood  tiie  case  on  the  11th 
in  the  same  Hj?ht  as  stated  by  Brothers  Cuhoon  and  Whitney. 

Killers  John  Kudd,  Ezekiel  Rider  and  Samuel  11.  Smith  viewed  the 
ease  in  the  same  Witht, 

Elder  Orson  Hyde  said  that  he  considered  that  Brother  Sylvester  was 
to  publish  a  confession  in  the  Evening  and  Morning  Star,  and  that  he 
himself  had  been  in  the  fault,  and  that  President  Smith  had  not  com- 
mitted fault,  as  he  [Sylvester]  had  previously  stated. 

Elders  Alpheus  Cutler,  J.  P.  Greene,  Ezekiel  Rider,  Jacob  Bump, 
Samuel  II.  Smith,  John  Rudd  and  Frederick  G.  Williams  concurred. 

Elder  Oliver  Cowdery  said,  that  after  listening  to  all  the  reports 
and  evidences,  from  the  beginninfr  up  to  the  decision  on  the  11th 
instant,  he  considered  (hat  Brother  Sylvester  was  to  acknowledge  that 
all  the  charges  previously  preferred  in  pnl)li<-  a^raiiist  President  Joseph 
Smith  were  unyrrounded,  and  that  he  [Syhester]  was  the  one.  and  the 
only  oiu'  in  fault,  touchinj;  all  circumstances  occurring'  between  liimself 
and  President  Joseph  Smith,  and  that  the  other  chartfcs  indirectly 
preferred  as  grievances  of  others,  wore  also  without  foundation. 

Elder  John  Smith  concurred  in  the  above. 

Elder  C.  Durfee  said  that  he  considered  that  President  Smith  was 
acquitted,  as  not  being  guilty  of  any  misdemeanor  before  the  council 
on  the  11th. 

Elder  Orson  Hyde  said  that  he  had  accompanied  President  Smith  to 
Missouri  from  Mansfield  in  Ohio,  except  leaving  him  for  a  short  time 
to  visit  the  governor  of  Missouri.   He  was  present  when  Brother  Syl- 
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TSiter  reproTed  Prendent  Smith  ooneeminsr  a  certain  difflenlty  arising 
about  a  doir;  that  he  considered  President  Smithes  reproofs  \rero  just 
at  the  time,  as  he  well  recollects  stating  the  same  in  substance  to  Presi- 
dent Smith.  He  said  h(^  did  not  consider  this  reproof  had  any  tendency 
to  lesson  the  *'>t<'e?ii  of  the  brethren  for  President  Smith;  but  if  it 
h:id,  iu  conse(|tien 'e  nf  a  (Mmffssion  in  j^eneral  terms  from  President 
Smitlj  about  that  time,  iie  thouj^ht  that  sufficient  to  heal  anj'  hard  feel- 
ing then  existing  agaiust  him,  or  that  tni^ht  exist;  au<l  that  duritie:  liis 
journey  to  the  west,  he  could  not  say  that  he  had  seen  anything  in 
President  Smith's  eondact  contrary  to  the  true  principles  of  liis  pro- 
feasion  aa  s  man  of  Ood. 

Elder  Lake  8.  Johnson  said  that  he  fell  in  company  with  Preaident 
Joeeph  Smith  at  Hanafleld,  Ohio,  and  aoeompanied  him  moat  of  the  waj  to 
Hiaaoori;  and  that  during  the  whole  eonne  of  the  journey  he  did  not 
see  anything  in  hia  eondnet  to  leaaen  his  esteem  for  him  as  a  man  of  God. 
But  he  aaid  he  heard  President  Joseph  Smith  reprove  Brother  Sylvester 
concerning  a  certain  matter  rcspeetinar  some  bread |  he  did  not  bear  the 
whole,  and  thought  at  the  time  the  repcet^  were  rather  ae^ere,  but  had 
learned  since  they  were  not  any  more  $«evere  than  just. 

President  Joseph  Smith  wa.s  then  called  upon  to  malco  a  statement 
concerning  the  transactions  as  they  happened  at  the  time  these  re- 
proofs were  given.      He  said  that  Brother  John  S.  Carter  came  to 
him  to  know  whether  Brother  Sj'lvester  had  conducted  himself  right 
in  the  affairs  between  him  [Sylvester]  and  Brother  Parley  P.  Pratt, 
when  Brother  Pratt  called  upon  Brother  Sylvester  for  some  bread  for 
•aupper.    He  learned  from  Brother  Pratt's  month  that  Brother  Sylvester 
bad  more  biead  than  he  needed  at  the  time,  yet  directed  him  to  some 
•eoe  else,  who,  he  [Brother  Sylvester]  said,  had  suAcient.  President 
Smith  then  went  with  Brothers  Pratt  and  John  S.  Carter  to  Brother 
^lTeater*8  tent,  where  Brother  SylTcater  jnstifled  himself  in  not  im- 
parting a  portion  of  his  bread  to  Brother  Pratt.    He  then  rebuked 
Brother  Sylvester  for  contending  that  he  had  done  right  in  this  case, 
because,  if  this  was  so.  brethren  might  frequently  retire  to  rest  without 
food,  and  as  long  as  he  [Brother  Sylvester]  had  bread  he  was  bound  to 
impart  to  those  who  had  none;  and  that,  under  these  circumstances. 
Brother  Sylvester  liad  conducted  himself  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
Christ;  and  that  his  [Sylvesters]  mind  was  darkened  in  consequence 
of  this  covetous  spirit. 

The  Moderator  then  adjourned  the  council  until  nine  o'clock,  a.  m., 
tomorrow,  at  this  place. 

Elder  Uyrum  Smith  closed  by  prayer. 

Augnat29tb,  nineo^oloek,  a.  m.,  council  being  organized  iu  due  form, 
the  testimony  wa^  oontinued  as  foltows: 
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Elder  Luke  S.  .lohnsou  saiil,  in  relation  to  a  cirouinstanc  o  that  occurred 
on  the  tweuty-tive  mile  prairie  in  Missouri,  that  by  a  direeti<»n  frcnn  the 
leader  of  the  oainji  lie  had  been  liack  to  inspect  the  crossing  at  a  certaiu 
creek;  that  when  he  came  up  with  the  eanip  he  found  it  niovinp,  and 
as  he  was  behind,  he  went  on  till  he  eanie  up  with  Brother  Wight's  and 
Sylvester's  compauy,  and  found  theiu  out  of  the  road  building  a  fire  to 
eook  snpper.  Aa  the  teams  passed  on  Brother  Sylvester  called  to  tb» 
leaden  of  companiea  (thoM  who  were  yet  behind),  and  asked  them 
whom  they  were  following;  whether  General  Wight  or  aome  other 
man.  Some  hesitated  a  little  and  went  on.  After  taking  sapper  he 
tLake]  went  on  with  their  eompany. 

When  he  oame  np  with  the  eamp  from  the  ereek  he  foond  that  tiie 
ensign  or  flag  oommonly  earned  ahead  for  the  eamp  to  follow,  was  then 
moving  forward.  He  farther  said  that  he  understood  that  Joseph  was 
appointed  to  lead  the  camp;  that  he  always,  or  generally,  gave  orders 
when  the  eamp  should  move  forward,  and  when  it  should  stop;  that 
when  on  his  way  to  the  creek  the  second  time  he  met  President  Smith, 
who  told  him  that  he  [Jo«eph]  should  order  the  camp  to  move  into  the 
prairie.  When  the  camp  eanio  to  order  on  the  prairie  in  the  evening. 
Brothers  Wight  and  Sylvester  were  called  upon  to  state  why  they  had 
sought  to  divide  the  camp.  They  both  acknowledged  that  the}-  had 
been  out  of  the  way  by  so  doing,  and  were  reproved  fur  their  conduct. 
Relative  to  an  assertion  heretofore  made,  that  President  Smith  did  at 
the  time  throw  a  trumpet  or  horn  at  Brother  Sylvester,  he  did  not  con- 
sider at  the  time  that  the  President  had  any  intention  of  throwing  it  at 
Brother  Sylvester,  beeaase  he  might  have  hit  him  with  it,  being  so  near 
to  him  as  he  wasj  it  only  fell  to  the  ground  near  to  them  (himself  and 
Brother  Sylvester),  bnt  supposed  that  he  had  had  it  in  his  band,  and 
only  threw  it  down  as  osoal.  He  farther  said  that  the  reproofk  given 
by  President  Smith  at  the  time  were  no  more  severe  than  he  had  often 
heard  him  give  previonsly;  that  he  did  not  oonsider  him  angry,  as  he 
has  been  represented. 

£lder  Uymm  Smith  said,  that  when  the  camp  first  canu  to  the  ereek 
he  and  his  brother  Joseph  were  forward;  that  while  the  teams  were 
erossiog  Brother  Joseph  asked  whether  it  was  advisable  to  move  into 
the  prairie  to  camp.  After  consultation  it  was  first  advised  to  camp  in 
the  bushes  in  the  edge  of  the  prairie.  While  making  preparations  to 
encamp  they  were  informed  that  a  mob  intended  to  make  an  attaek 
upon  them  that  night.  They  further  consulted  upon  their  situation, 
and  himself  and  Brother  Thayer  were  re«piested  by  Brother  Joseph  to 
go  on  to  the  edge  of  the  prairie,  where  they  might  encamp.  They 
looked  out  a  place,  but  it  was  near  the  bushes,  and  Brother  Joseph 
gave  an  order  to  go  forward  on  to  the  prairie.    Some  complained  of  the 
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order  bMMwe  they  oonld  not  find  fuel  with  whieh  to  oook  their  supper. 
They  were  toM  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  carry  wood  for  that  pur- 
pose. Some  fnfther  femerks  weie  offered  on  the  sabject  of  a  visit  from 
a  mob,  and  preparations  were  made  with  the  gnns,  etc.  Some  fears 
were  entertained  for  the  teams  and  families  yet  crossing  the  creek,  and 
it  was  thought  advisable  to  send  back  a  company,  among  whom  was 
Luke  S.  Johnson,  to  crnard  and  assist  them  over.  H»?  then  tuok  the  flag 
or  standard — as  he  had  previously  carried  it — and  gave  tho  word  to 
move  forward,  and  the  teams  immediately  began  to  follow.  After 
the  company  had  come  upon  tlie  jnairio.  himself  and  Elder  Roger 
Orton  received  an  order  to  call  on  Lyman  Wight  to  place  a  strong 
guard  around  the  camp  that  night;  but  he  [Wight]  lefoaed  doing 
anytUnv  fbrther,  beeaiue  he  niiipoeed  that  he[Hynun]  hed  ordered  the 
eenp  on  to  the  pnurie  without  en  order  tnnn  the  eommander  of  the 
eompeny.  He  wai  then  informed  by  Brother  Joseph  that  it  was  by  hie 
[Joseph*B]  order  that  the  eamp  moved  on  to  the  prairie.  He  was  pres- 
ent when  Brother  Joseph  leproved  Lyman  Wight  and  Sylvester  Smitht 
and  saw  the  transactions  eoneeminit  the  trumpet  or  horn;  and  as  to 
Brother  Joseph's  intention  or  design  to  throw  it  at  Sylvester,  he  had  no 
such  thought  at  the  time,  nor  could  he  have  bad  such  thought  since; 
that  at  the  time  when  Joseph  had  finished  his  remarks  to  Lyman  Wight 
and  Sylvester  Smith  he  threw  the  horn  on  the  ground,  and  Brother 
Wight  told  him  the  next  day  that  he  had  had  a  jealousy  existing  in 
his  mind  against  him  [Hyrum]  for  some  days,  but  now  his  mind  was 
satisfied,  and  hi  now  had  no  hardness  or  jealousy.  He  further  said» 
that  when  he  received  the  order  for  moving  the  camp  on  the  prairie^ 
Brothers  Lyman  and  Sylvester  were  near  by. 
Adjourned  to  one  o'clock  p.  m. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment.  The  clerk  called  the  names 
of  the  councilors  and  parties,  when  business  was  resumed. 

Blder  Brigham  Young  said,  that  he  was  in  oompany  with  President 
Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,  from  about  twenty-seven  miles  of  this  plaee  [Eirt- 
land]  tiU  they  arrived  in  Clay  eounty,  Missouri;  that  at  the  time  the 
diflenlty  ooourred  on  the  Twenty-flve  Mile  Pnurie,  when  the  eamp  was 
divided,  he  oonenned  in  what  Brother  Hyrum  had  said,  and  that  he 
eoold  not  relate  it  any  more  eireumstantially  than  he  had  done.  He 
further  said  that  he  had  not  seen  anything  in  President  Smith's  eon- 
duct  to  jusUfy  the  charge  previously  made  by  Brother  Sylvester  '*that 
his  heart  was  corrupt.''  So  far  from  this,  he  had  not  seen  the  least 
shadow  of  anything  of  tfaA  kind.  He  had  not  seen  anything  in  hia 
[.Toseph'sJ  conduct,  durim;  his  joum^  to  the  west,  unbeeoming  hia 
profession  as  a  man  of  God. 

^^uwtioH  6y  Sylvttter  Smith, — Did  you  not  ihmk.  that  my  character 
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was  injured  in  the  minds  of  the  weaker  part  of  the  camp  in  conae* 
qnence  of  those  reproofs  and  ehastisaments  whish  were  given  me  hj 

Brotber  Jost'ph? 

AttfiU  f  r.  —  I  (lid  !iot. 

Elder  Vouii^  further  >;ii<l  in  rejfard  to  a  certain  dillic-ulty  over  a  <lo'r, 
that  on  a  certain  e\<  riiii;^'  after  crossitif;  the  Mississippi  river,  Bnitlier 
Sylvester  came  up  with  the  reniaininjj  jiart  of  tlie  eainp,  wiieii  the  dog 
came  out  aiid  harked  at  liini;  he  knew  not  whether  the  dog  bit  him  or 
not.  The  next  morning,  after  hearing  considerable  complaint  and 
mnrmnring  oonceminfr  the  dog.  President  Smith  spoke  to  seveiml 
brethren  present  and  said,  "I  will  descend  to  that  spirit  that  is  in  the 
eamp,  to  show  yon  the  spirit  yon  are  of,  for  I  want  to  drive  it  from  the 
eamp.  Ihe  wum  that  kUU  that  dog,  (or  «y  dog) ,  I  will  whip  him.*^  He 
thought  that  about  this  time  Brother  Sylvester  came  np,  and  said*  **Mf 
that  dog  bitei  me  I  will  kill  hiw^"  Joseph  leplied.  **If  yon  do,  I  will 
whip  yon.''  Sylvester  said,  **If  yon  do,  I  shall  defend  mynelf  the  best 
way  that  I  can ! "  Brother  Joseph  then  said  that  he  **woaJd  do  it  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord/' 

President  Smith  th«>D  asked  the  brethren  if  they  were  not  ashamed 
of  sneh  a  spirit.    Said  he,  ''/am." 

lie  then  proceeded  to  reprove  them  for  condescending  to  that  spirit; 
that  they  ought  to  be  above  it;  that  it  was  the  spirit  of  a  dog;  and 
men  ought  never  to  place  themselves  on  a  level  with  the  l)easts;  but  be 
possessed  of  a  more  noble  di-iposition.  He  [Joseph]  then  said,  he  had 
condes<  eiided  to  that  spirit,  lu  order  to  show  the  spirit  which  was 
among  them. 

Elder  Young  further  said,  that  this  explanation  gave  general  satisfto- 
tion,  and  the  most  of  the  brethren  saw  that  he  had  only  made  tiiese  re- 
marks for  the  purpose  of  instmcting  them,  and  warning  them  against 
such  a  spirit  or  disposition. 

Elders  Lyman  E.  Johnson  and  Heber  C.  Kimball  ooneurred. 

Elder  David  Elliott  said  he  was  not  present  when  those  reproofs  were 
given  in  the  morning;  that  the  eirenmstances  were  related  to  him  after- 
wards, which  nnfavorably  aifeeted  his  mind,  and  gave  him  some  dis- 
agreable  feelings;  that  at  noon  he  heard  President  Joseph  give  a  fur- 
ther explanation,  which  perfectly  satisfied  him. 

He  further  said,  that  during  the  forenoon  he  learned  there  were  many 
of  the  brethren  dissatisfied  with  President  Smith's  remarks  in  the 
morning  concerning  the  dog,  l)ut  that  after  the  explanation  at  noon  so 
general! v  given,  he  thought  that  every  one  in  the  camp  might  have  un- 
derslotid  rri'siilent  Sinifirs  purpose. 

Elder  lioren/.o  Booth  eoncurred  in  the  statement  of  Elder  Young; 
though  he  was  not  present  in  the  morning  when  the  reproofs  were  given 
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eoneeming  the  dop;  that  he  was  with  President  Smith  from  twenty- 
seven  miles  from  thi.s  place  [Kirtlami]  to  Missouri,  and  a  part  of  the 
way  liotne;  that  ho  did  not  see  anything?  in  President  Smith's  character 
dero;;.'itory  to  a  man  professinjr  rclieifti:  that  ho  was  prost  nt  dnrinp  a 
ctTtain  transaction  which  occurred  duriiit^  tlieir  journey  honic.  respect- 
intj  certain  articles  of  Ueddinp:  that  he  had  heard  since  his  rt-turn  that 
President  Smith  ami  E/xn  Thayer  iiad  foueht:  that  he  was  present  dur- 
ing the  whjle  tran-saetion,  and  there  was  no  fighting:. 

Ue  further  said,  in  relation  to  a  certain  report  which  had  come  to  his 
knowledge  sinee  his  retani  from  Missouri,  that  Presideot  Smith  had 
taken  a  bed  qoilt  whioh  was  not  bis  property;  that  whUe  at  New 
Portaice,  Obio,  on  tbeir  way  to  Missonri,  one  of  tbe  brethren  gsve  bim 
[Joseph]  two  bed  qniltSt  wbiob  be  [Booth]  had  eharge  of,  as  he  was  the 
indindaal  who  drove  tbe  team  for  Plresident  Smith,  and  had  eharge  of 
tbe  bammpe;  that  before  leaving  Clay  eoiinty,  Missonri,  be  [BootbJ 
took  them  to  be  washed,  and  after  starting  for  home  be  pnt  them  on 
board  of  the  wagim,  the  baggage  of  whieb  he  had  the  charge  dnrin|^ 
tbeir  journey  home;  that  he  bronght  the  same  back  with  him,  has  seen 
them  sinee,  and  knows  that  the  one  which  was  said  to  he  the  property 
of  another  individoal,  is  tbe  one  whieb  was  given  President  Smith  at 
Horton. 

Counselor  Frederick  O.  Williams  said,  while  at  Norton  certain  arti- 
cles were  handed  liitn  to  mark,  among  which  were  two  bed  <)uilts,  which 
he  marked  with  common  ink:  has  seen  certain  bt<l  quilts  since 
his  return,  and  has  no  doubt  but  this  one  in  question  is  the  one  he 
markejj. 

Elder  Brigliam  Yonng  farther  said  relative  to  a  diffionlty  about  some 
bread,  that  Blder  John  S.  Carter,  on  tbeir  jonmey  to  Missouri,  on  the 
line  between  Ohio  and  Indiana,  said  to  President  Smith,  "Is  this  thing 
rightt*'  "What  tbingf *>  "Conoeming  Parley  P.  Pratt*s  askmg  Brother 
Sylvester  for  some  broad  for  supper.*' 

He  then  learned  that  Brother  Pratt  had  asked  Brother  Sylvester  for 
some  bread;  that  Sylvester  bad  bread  at  the  time,  but  dineted  Brother 
Pratt  to  some  one  else,  who  he  [Sylvester]  said  had  sufficient;  that  Elder 
Pratt  ealled  upon  that  individual,  and  could  not  obtain  any;  tliat  he 
was  present  when  President  Smith  told  Brother  Sylvester  that  he  had 
not  acted  right  in  the  matter,  that  he  ought  to  impart  when  he  had  it 
instead  r»f  directing  one  where  he  was  not  certain  he  could  obtain,  tliat 
by  so  dt>ing  some  mipht  be  deprived  of  food  at  times. 

He  further  said,  that  Brotlicr  Sylvester  contended  he  had  l)een  right, 
and  justified  his  own  eontluct  in  tlie  matter;  that  Joseph  reasoned  with 
Sylvester  to  convince  him  that  he  [Sylvester]  was  in  fault;  but  he  con- 
tinued to  justify  his  course  till  President  Smith  reproved  him  sharply. 
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He  frequently  heard  the  brethren  ipeak  of  this  circumstance,  and  all 
whom  he  had  heard  say  anything  on  the  subject,  ni nn if ested  a  satisfac- 
tion with  President  Smith,  and  thought  his  observations  oorreet,  and 

the  principles  which  he  ndvaix  tMl,  just. 

Elder  Lyman  Sherman  said  that  ho  (•(uv  urn  tl  in  P^hlor  Young's  state- 
ment concerninjf  the  bread;  that  he  tiiought  it  was  generally  known 
that  Eliler  Pratt,  in  conseijuenoe  of  Hrotlier  Sylvester's  not  furnishing 
him  with  bread,  was  deprived  of  bread  that  nifrht;  that  at  the  time  he 
[Joseph]  told  him  [Sylvester]  that  Brother  I'arhy  did  not  obtain  any 
bread  in  consequence  of  Brother  Sylvester  not  supplying  him 
with  it. 

Blder  Jacob  Bnmp  said,  that  sinee  the  hrethren'a  tatoni  from  tha 
west  be  had  gone  with  Sylvester  to  Elder  Btgdon  to  a^Tiae  eoneeming- 
the  adjusting  of  eertain  complaints  whieh  were  in  eumxlation  respect' 
ing  President  Joseph  Smith's  oondnot  on  the  jonmey  to  and  from  Mia- 
sonri;  that  Brother  SyWester  told  Brother  Bigdon  that  Blder  Pratt  did 
obtain  bread  of  the  individnal  to  whom  he  sent  him. 

Elder  Orson  Hyde  sud,  that  he  conoiDTed  in  the  statements  of  Elder 
Brigham  Young  oonoeming  the  circumstances  whieh  ooooired  at  the 
time  the  difficulty  arose  about  the  bread. 

Elders  Lyman  Johnson  and  Heber  C.  Kimball  oonenrred  in  the  same 
statement. 

Elder  Orson  TTyde  then  exhibited  an  account  current,  taken  from  the 
receipts  of  monies  and  other  property  expended  during  their  late 
journey  to  ami  from  Missouri. 

This  account  was  taken  from  documents  during  the  journey  by  0.nin- 
selor  Freilerick  G.  Williams,  who  said  that  the  account  cxhil)it«'d  was 
correctly  taken  from  his  accounts,  as  he  had  the  charge  ot  the  monies, 
and  attended  to  paying  them  out,  etc. 

The  case  was  then  submitted  to  the  conncil,  and  the  oonneilors  sever* 
ally  spoke  in  their  turns,  followed  by  the  eomphunant  and  aeeuaed, 
as  follows: — Fhrst,  the  councilors:  Jared  Carter  commenced  fifteen 
minutes  before  six  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and  spoke  twenty-five  mmntee.  Joseph 
Smith,  Sen.,  commenced  ten  minutes  past  six  o'clock  and  spoke  five  min- 
utes. John  Smith  commenced  fifteen  minutes  past  six  o  clock  and  spoke 
ten  m  inutes.  Lsrman  E.  Johnson  commenced  twenty*Ave  minutes  past  six 
o'clock  and  spoke  one  minute.  Oliver  Cowdery  commenced  twenty- 
eight  minutes  past  six  and  spoke  two  hours  and  twelve  minutes.  Joseph 
Coe  commenced  twenty  minutes  before  nine  o'clock  and  npoke  five  min- 
utes. 

The  accuser,  Sidney  Kigdon,  commenced  fifteen  minutes  before  nine 
o'clock  and  spoke  live  minutes.  Oliver  Cowdery  spoke  seven  minutes 
more. 
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The  accused,  Sylvester  Smith,  commenced  eis^hteeB  minateB  before 

ten  oVIock  and  spoke  one  lionr  and  eiphteen  minutes. 
The  ^loderator  then  fjave  the  followinjr  decision: 

"That  if  Brother  Sylvester  Smith  will  ackiiowledtro  the  foliowingf 
items  of  eoniplaint  before  this  f-ouncil,  and  publish  the  same  in  i>rint; 
that  he  (-.in  remain  yet  a  member  of  this  Chnreh,  otherwise  he  is  ex- 
pelled from  the  same,  viz:  First,  he  is  to  a<  kiiowh'«l]Lre  that  he  has 
wickedl}'  and  maliciously  accused  our  President,  Joseph  Smith,  Jun., 
with  prophesying  lies  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  once  on  the  line  be- 
tween Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  at  another  time  after  erossing  the  Miaais- 
sippi  river,  and  at  another  time,  after  leaving  the  Chnreh  in  Missouri, 
at  Florida;  that  he  is  to  acknowledge,  that  in  making  these  charges 
against  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,  he  has  himself  wilfully  and 
malieionsly  lied;  that  he  has  malieiously  told  falsehoods  in  saying  that 
P^reeident  Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,  has  abused  him  with  insulting  and 
abusive  lanjniage,  and  also  in  injuring  his  character  and  standing 
before  the  brethren  while  journeying  to  Missouri;  that  he  further 
cast  out  insinuations  concerning  President  Joseph  Smith's  character, 
which  was  also  an  evil  and  malicious  desipn  to  injure  President  Smithes 
standing  in  the  ^'hnrch:  that  he  further  acknowledfro  that  he  has 
abused  the  former  councils  whieh  have  sat  upon  this  case,  and 
wickedly  and  maliciously  insulted  their  just  and  rij^'hteous  deeisioiis; 
that  he  has  further  tantalized  this  present  council,  in  seekinj?  to  ex- 
<Mise  himself  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  counselors,  after  acknowl- 
edging that  it  was  organized  by  the  direction  of  revelation;  and  fur- 
ther, that  be  has  wilfully  aud  maliciously  lied,  by  saying  that  Brother 
Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  had  prohibited  the  liberty  of  speech  on  their 
journey  to  Missouri;  that  he  also  acknowledge  that  he  lias  wickedly 
and  malieionsly  lied  hy  charging  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  of 
being  possessed  of  a  heart  aa  corrupt  as  hell.** 

The  councilors  were  then  called  upon  to  give  their  assent  to  the 
foregoing  dedsion,  and  th^  eoneurred  unanimously. 

*'I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  charges  or  complaint  are  just 
and  tme,  and  hereby  acknowledge  the  same,  as  set  forth  in  the  de- 
cisions of  this  Qouaoil,  by  signing  my  own  proper  name  to  their 
minutes,  with  my  own  hand. 

(Signed.)  "SVLVESTEB  SMITH.** 

The  above  was  signed  for  fear  of  punishmment.* 

•  T\i\n  roranrk  n>* *i£rTiinir  n  "fe«r  of  panishiuont"  as  the  reason  why  Sylvester 
Smith  Higiu-d  the  above  Hc<ii)icscence  in  the  decision  of  the  council,  mny  have  bt-en 
tnae  mt  the  time  it  was  siKned;  bat  in  jtutfee  to  HylrwUr  Smith  the  fac^ 
oai^t  lo  be  kaowB  that  aftar  tima  to  leflaet  apon  hia  eondoet  and  hia  ae« 
cusatfoufi  a^aiust  the  Prophet  his  mind  underwent  Ji  very  radical  change:  for  in  n 
■TwmmwBiftaliow  to  the  Me$»9Hg*r  and  Advoeattt  under  d»te  of  October  28, 1834,  he 
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The  oonneil  then  pvoeeeded  to  other  bonnew,  President  Joeeph 
Smith  presidinif. 

ConncU  ai^reed  that  the  Chnroh  in  Kirtlaod  be  inetmoted  in  tbivir 
pArtionlar  duties,  etc.,  on  Sunday  next,  by  President  Joseph  Smith, 
Jan.   It  vras  further  decided  that  Elder  Brigham  Yoong  be  appointed 

to  take  the  lead  in  singing  in  our  meetings. 

The  council  then  closed,  at  fifteen  minutes  before  three  o'clock,  a.  m., 
on  the  30th  of  August,  1834.   Brother  Keynolds  Gaboon  prayed. 

Oliver  Cowdbby, 
Obson  Hydb, 

Clerks. 

▼olanteered  a  moat  eomplttte  vindleation  of  the  Prophet's  course  while  on  the 
Zion's  Camp  expedition,  and  made  a  mo^t  htirnbic  ronfesatoii  of  his  own  Ahorteoot- 
ings.    FoUowiaff  is  the  communicaiioa  referred  to: 
Jhar  Brothtr: 

"QatUik  heard  that  ('prtHtn  reports  are  oiroulating  almwid,  pTCjodieial  to  the 
character  of  Brother  Joseph  Smith,  .Iiin..  and  that  said  reports  pnrport  to  have 
come  from  me,  1  have  thought  proper  to  give  the  public  a  plain  statement  of  the 
faeti  oonoerning  this  matter.  It  la  trae.  that  aouM  dlfleulttas  atoie  betw««a 
Brother  Joseph  Smith,  Jm.,  and  myself,  In  oor  tniTela  the  pest  summer  to  Mls- 

soiiri;  and  that  on  our  return  to  this  jdace  I  laid  my  grievnnres  hcfor*"  a  g'en«'ral 
council,  where  they  wi-re  investigated  in  full,  in  an  examination  which  lasted 
several  days,  and  the  result  showed  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  present,  I  believe, 
but  espeelally  to  myaelt,  that  In  all  things  Brother  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  had  eon- 
diK  t*  d  worthily,  and  adorned  htoprofossion  as  a  man  of  God.  while  journeying  to 
and  from  Missouri.  And  it  i<*  no  more  tlum  junt  that  I  should conffs-^  my  faults  by 
saying  unto  all  people,  so  far  as  your  valuable  and  instructive  paper  has  circula- 
tion, that  the  things  that  I  aeeased  Brother  Smith  of  were  wltbeat  ftmndatton;  as 
most  clearly  proren,  by  the  evidence  uhleh  wee  ealled,  to  my  satisfaction.  And  la 
fact,  I  have  not  nt  any  time  withdrawn  my  confldenro  nnd  f*d!o\vship  from  Brother 
Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  but  thought  that  he  bad  inadvertently  erred,  lii-in^  but  tiesh 
and  blood,  like  the  reat  of  Adam'a  ftually.  Bat  I  am  now  perfectly  satiafled  tiiat 
the  errors  of  which  I  aoeused  him  before  the  oonneil,  did  not  exist,  and  were  nerer 
committed  by  him;  and  my  contrition  h-A-*  l>p»'n  and  still  rontinnos  to  ho  deop.  \>t'- 
cause  1  adnutted  thon).'hts  into  my  heart  whioh  were  not  riglit  toneerninf;  him; 
and  because  that  I  have  been  the  means  of  giving  rise  to  reports  which  have  gone 
abroad,  oensuring  the  eondnet  of  Brother  Joaeph  Smith,  Jiib.,  which  reports  are 
without  foundation.  And  I  hope  that  this  disclosure  of  the  truth,  written  by  my 
own  hnti<l.  atul  •«ent  abroad  into  the  world,  tliront;h  the  medium  of  tin-  M rxnrnger 
and  Advocate,  will  put  a  lluai  end  to  all  evil  reports  and  ceusuriugs  which  have 
spnwg  out  of  anything  that  I  haTo  said  or  done. 
<*I  wish  atlU  farther  to  atate  for  the  relief  of  my  own  feelings,  whleh  yon  most 

be  sensible  are  de«'p!y  woiindcd  in  ronse(|u«>nre  of  wlint  ha"*  lni]>iirncd,  fhnt  1  know 
for  myself,  because  i  have  received  testimony  from  the  heavens  that  the  work  of 
the  Lord,  brought  forth  by  means  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  in  our  day  through  the 
Instromentality  of  Brother  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  Is  eternal  troth,  and  mast  ataad, 
though  the  heavens  and  the  earth  pass  away. 

"I'lease  give  publication  to  the  above,  and  oblige  a  lover  of  rigbteovsnasa  aad 
truth.  Yours  in  ttie  testimony  of  Jesus, 

*'8Ti.TMnB  Swni.'* 

<*To  O.  Cowdery,  KirUand.  October  28,  ISM." 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

A  mount's  peace — COUIiriL  MEETINGS  IN  OHIO  AND 

lOSSOUBI. 

The  excitement  of  the  people  began  to  subside  and  the 
SaintBf  both  in  Missouri  and  Ohio,  began  to  enjoy  a  little 
peace.    The  Elders  began  to  go  forth,  two 

Temporary 

and  two,  preaching  the  word  to  all  that  would 
hear,  and  many  were  added  to  the  Ghnrch  daily.*^ 

September  1. — I  continued  to  preside  over  the  Chnrch, 
and  in  forwanliii;^  the  buildin^^:  of  the  house    The  Prophet 
of  the  Lord  in  Kirthnnd.     1  acted  as  fore-    •*  POTemen. 
man  in  the  Temple  stone  (juarry,  and  when  other  duties 
would  permit,  labored  with  my  own  hands. 

September  2> — Conference  wrote  Brother  William 
Cherry,  by  Orson  Hyde,  clerk,  to  correct  a  Heasaceio 
report  to  the  effect  that  **he  had  been  cnt  off 
from  the  Chnrch;"  and  advising  the  brethren  not  to  find 
fault  with  one  another,  after  havin*::  returned  from  such 
an  arduous  journey  as  that  to  Missouri  had  IxM'n,  and  es- 
pecially since  their  offerinj^s  had  been  accepted  of  the 
Lord;  also  encouraging  Brother  Cherry  and  others  to 
move  west. 

On  the  4th,  Elder  Edmund  Bosley  said  that, 
if  he  could  obtam  tiiie  management  of  his  prop-  Boeier. 
erty,  in  one  year,  he  would  consecrate  it  for  the  printing  of 
the  word  of  the  Lord. 

•  XnA  of  mtDOMrtpt  <«BMOid  A." 
ttVol  ZZ 
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Minmt9$  0/  a  Ctn^ermtee  oj  BUItn,  at  Nno  Ftrtagt,  Ohio, 
held  September  8, 1834, 

After  inrayer,  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  and  Oliver  Cowdeiy 
united  in  anointing  with  oil  and  laying  hands  upon  a  »ick  sister. 
She  said  she  was  healed,  but  requested  us  to  pray  that  her  faith 
fail  not,  saying  if  she  did  not  doabt  she  would  not  be  afflicted  any 

more. 

President  Joseph  Smith  then  made  remarks  upon  the  subject  of  false 
spirits. 

Elder  Ambrose  Palmer  pre=;ented  a  case  that  had  previously 
occasioned  some  difficulty  in  tlte  Church,  which  was  that  Brother 
Carpenter  had  been  tried  for  a  fanlt  before  the  Chnxeh,  and  the 
Ghwoh  ^ve  him  a  eertahi  time  to  reflect  whether  he  would  ae- 
knowledge  hb  error  or  not  Brother  Gordon,  at  the  time,  spoke  in 
tongnes,  and  declared  that  Brother  Carpenter  should  not  be  shows 
any  lenity.  Elder  Palmer  wished  instmction  on  this  point,  whether 
thoy  had  proceeded  right  or  not,  as  Brother  Carpenter  was  die- 
satisfied. 

President  Joseph  Smith  then  gave  an  explanation  of  the  gift  of  tongnes, 
that  it  was  particularly  instituted  for  the  preachinfr  of  the  Gospel  to 
other  nations  and  languages,  but  it  was  not  given  for  the  govenimeni 

of  the  Church. 

He  further  said,  if  Brother  Gordon  introduced  tlu-  cift  of  tonjrues  as 
a  testimony  against  Brother  Carpenter,  it  was  contrary  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Church,  because  in  all  our  decisions,  we  must  jadge 
from  actual  testimony. 

Elder  (tord<»n  said  the  testimony  was  received  and  the  decision  given 
before  the  gift  of  tontrues  was  manifested. 

President  Smith  advised  that  we  speak  in  our  own  lauguage 
in  all  such  matters,  and  then  the  adversely  cannot  lead  our  minds 
a«tray. 

Elder  Palmer  stated  that  when  he  was  presiding  in  a  conference,  sev- 
eral of  the  brethren  spoke  oat  of  order,  and  Elder  J.  B.  Boeworth  re- 
fosed  to  submit  to  order  aocording  to  his  request;  and  he  wished  in- 
structions on  this  point,  whether  he  or  some  one  else  should  prsside  over 
this  braneh  of  the  Church;  and  also  whether  such  conduct  could  be  ap- 
ptoved  In  conferences. 

Brother  Gordon  made  some  remarks  on  the  same  subject. 

President  Smith  said,  relative  to  the  first  question,  that  Brother  Gor- 
don's tongue  in  the  end  did  operate  as  testimony,  as,  by  his  remarks  la 
tongues,  the  former  decision  was  set  aside  and  his  [given  in  tongues] 
taken;  that  it  was  his  [President  Smithes]  decision  that  Brother  Gor- 
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don't  BiMiiftHitatkm  mm  iiMomet,  and  from  a  nispieioiiB  mind.  He 
approved  tbe  flTst  deoision,  Imt  dueaided  the  Moond. 

Brother  Joseph  Keeler  aeknowledjced  that  in  the  former  deeiaion  he 
had  aeted  hastily  himaelt  in  urging  Brother  CSarpenter  to  make  aoknowl- 
edgnmit  without  having  time  to  reileot;  and  adrad  foigivenesB  wherein 
he  had  erred. 

Brother  Gordon  said  be  discovered  that  he  was  in  error,  and  was  sat- 
iafled  with  the  counsel,  and  was  wiUing  to  ask  foiyiveness  of  the  breth- 
ren and  of  the  Lord. 

Deeiston  was  then  given  on  the  second  question,  that  Elder  Bosworth 
was  out  of  his  plaoe  in  opposing  Elder  Palmer  when  the  latter-presided 
in  the  eoiifereiK-e. 

Tho  two  decisions  were  contirmed  by  uoanimoas  vote  of  the  con- 
ference. 

A  motion  was  then  made  !in<l  passed  by  unanimous  vote  that  a  letter 
be  written  to  BtothtT  J.  B.  Boswortli,  inforniintr  hitu  of  tiie  hut  decision 
-—that  he  aeted  out  of  place  in  opposing  Elder  Palmer  in  a  former  con- 
ference when  requested  to  take  his  seat  that  the  business  might  proceed 
aeeording  to  order— and  that  snoh  letter  be  signed  by  the  clerk  of  this 
eonferenee. 

The  ease  of  Blder  Milton  Stow  was  then  presented,  when  it  was 
proven  that  he  had  delivered  propheeies  at  two  difFerent  times  that  were 
not  troe;  at  one  time  in  saying  that  Zion  was  already  redeemed,  and  at 
another  in  saying  that  BroUier  C^urpenter  was  cnt  off  forever,  and  also 

in  saying  that  Sister  Carpenter  was  dead. 

It  was  decided  by  vote,  that  Brother  Milton  Stow  be,  and  by  the  de- 
cision of  tliis  conference  is,  suspended  from  the  privileges  of  this  Church 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  from  acting  in  the  authority  of  an  Elder  in 
said  ('hurc]i  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  till  he  appear  before  the  Biahop*S 
council  in  Kirtland  an'!  m  ike  proper satisfaotioa. 

Conference  closed  by  prayer. 

Oliysb  Cowdeby,  Clerk  of  Conferenee. 

The  followinjsc  letter  was  written  act^ordiiigto  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  conference,  as  recorded  in  the  foregoing 
minutes: — 

Jo  Jowph  B.  JBoBwoHh,  a  High  Friett  in  the  Church  oj  LaUer-da^ 
aainti. 

Niw  POBTAOV,  Ohio,  September  8, 1834. 
Bbak  Bbovhib: — ^By  a  decision  of  this  conference  I  am  directed  to 
inform  yon  that  a  difflenlty  has  been  piesented  to  this  body  which  anwe 
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Id  a  formtr  eonterenoe  between  yomtUt  and  Elder  Ambroee  Pnlmer.to 
tbe  effect  that  in  a  fonner  eonferenee  where  Elder  Palmer  praeided, 
aeeetding  to  the  ofloe  of  hitappointment  as  president  of  this  [New  Por- 
tage] branch  of  the  Choreh  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  yoa,  when  re- 
queited  by  htm  to  be  seated,  refused  to  submit  to  his  decision,  and 
Rpoke  diireepect fully  to  our  brother  while  acting:  in  his  eaUing,  whieh 
hiiM  occanioned  oflfeiise  to  the  conference.  It  is  the  decision,  therofore. 
of  I  his  confrronoc,  that  you  come  before  the  Church,  (as  you  are  not 
prcMcnt  to  it  at  this  couferonce)  and  make  the  proper  confession  re- 
♦juircMl  ill  i\w  hiw  of  the  Lord.  Why  I  say  disrespectfully  is  l)ec{iuse 
Mf\uiu  you  wore  re<juested  to  lie  seated  and  to  desist  from  speaking,  you 
said  you  had  as  much  rigfht  to  speak  as  Elder  Palmer. 

Olivir  Cowdeby,  Clerk  of  Conferenoe. 

KxtraeU  from  the  mtuw^et  of  the  High  Ohmeil  ofZiam,  ataembUd  in  Clay 

Cwmty,  September  10, 1834, 

Tbe  following  brethren  were  ohosen  to  fill  the  plaees  of  absent 

mumberK:— Zebedee  Coltrin  for  Parley  P.  Pratt;  Hazen  Aldrioh  for 
Holomon  Hancock;  Ellas  ni<;bee  for  Newel  Knight;  laaao  Higbee  for 
William  E.  M'Lellin;  Peter  Dustin  for  Orson  Pratt. 
KliHha  11.  (IrovcH  was  ordained  a  High  Priest. 

A  li  tter  was  read  from  President  Joseph  Smith  to  W.  W.  Phelps, 
(lull  il  Hifh  of  Auirust ;  also  a  petition  written  by  W,  W.  Phelps  to  the 
go\ernor  of  the  stale  ot'  Misso\u  i.  was  rea<l  and  accepted. 

Calvin  He«'l)e  ami  Levi  .lacknian  were  nominated  as  tirst  Klders  to  iro 
forth  to  Kirtlaml,  preacliinjf  by  the  w^ay,  and  if  approved  by 
President  Joseph  Smith,  should  be  accounted  worthy,  and  numbered  as 
sneh.* 

It  was  deoided  by  the  President,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Conncil,  that 
the  first  Elders  go  forth  as  soon  as  they  ean  get  ready,  and  preaoh  by 
the  way  to  Kirtiand. 

Voted,  that  those  Elders  that  oame  np  in  the  oamp  apply  for  a  release 
from  Lyman  Wight,t  and  receive  a  recommendation  to  Bishop  Prat* 
ridge,  to  go  forth  to  preaoh  the  Gospel. 

Thomas  B.  Marsh,  Secretary  pro  tom. 

•  That  i«,  th.'v  shoiiM  In-  minibprod  nnionp  tho  Eld^-fi  to  r«»<M>ive  their  cTKtow- 
ments  in  Kirtland,  if  approved  by  the  Prophet,  Seer,  and  Kevclator,  Joseph  Suiith, 
M  provided  by  tbe  revelation  of  June  22nd.   (See  p  108.) 

tWho,  It  will  be  remembered,  was  ^pointed  "General  of  the  Camp"  (p  88);  and 
in  the  absence  of  the  "Commander-in*Chlef,"  was  first  In  eommuid;  hemee  the 
direction  to  apply  to  him  for  release. 
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Minutes  oj  the  High  Councilf  at  Kirtland,  September  Ji4t  1834, 

Joseph  Smiiiit  Jon.,  pr&AdSoiu,  aBsisted  by  Sidney  Rigdon  and  Fred- 
eriek  O.  WiUiams.  eouBMlofs. 

Jared  Caitor  and  Martm  Hanria  were  abaent. 

After  prayer,  the  preafdent  made  some  lemailu;  when  the  eaae  of 
Qylreater  Smith  waa  eaUed  np  to  inquire  whether  or  not,  nnder  eiiating 
orenmatanoea,  be  ean  flU  the  olBoe  of  High  Coiindlor. 

It  waa  decided  that  four  Counoilors  speak  on  the  case,  yix:  Samuel 
H.  Smith  and  Qraon  Johnson,  Luke  Johnson  and  Orson  Hyde. 

The  Councilors  severally  spoke  in  their  course,  followed  by  Brother 
Sylvester;  after  which  the  assistant-presidents  spoke;  when  the  presi- 
dent ijave  a  decision,  that  Brother  Sj'lvester  stand  no  longfer  a  High 
Councilor,  but  that  he  retain  the  ottiee  of  Hi^h  Priest,  and  continue  to 
lift  up  his  voice  in  the  name  of  Jesus  in  preaching  the  (rospei — to  which 
the  council  assented,  and  Brother  Sylvester  gave  his  assent  with 
thankfulness. 

The  president  uotninatetl  Hyrum  Smith  to  fill  the  oflice  vacated  by 
Sylvester  Smith.  The  nomination  was  seconded  by  the  clerk.  The 
Councilors  and  all  present  voted  for  the  nomination. 

The  Preaident  led  in  prayer,  and  then  he  ordained  Hyrum  Smitii  to 
the  ofllee  of  High  Gouneilor,  pronounebg  bleatinga  upon  him  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord;  after  whieh  Joeeph  Smith,  Sen.,  bleaaed  hia  aon 
Hyrum  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  oonflrming  the  same  bleninga. 

Sldera  John  P.  Greene  and  Brigham  Young  were  then  appointed  to 
fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  Councilors  Jared  Carter 
and  Martin  Harris. 

The  council  then  proceeded  to  appoint  a  committee  to  arrange  the 
items  of  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  government  of  the  Church 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  which  Church  was  organized  and  commenced  its 
rise  on  the  Gth  of  April,  1830.  These  items  are  to  be  taken  from  the 
Bible,  Book  of  Mormon,  and  the  revelations  which  have  been  piven  to 
the  <^*hurch  up  to  this  date,  or  that  shall  be  given  until  such  arrange- 
ments are  nmdc. 

Councilor  Samuel  H.  Smith  nominatfd  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun., 
Oliver  Cowdery,  Sidney  Kigdou,  and  Frederick  G.Williams  to  compose 
said  committee,  which  was  seconded  by  Councilor  Hyrum  Smith.  The 
Couneilora  dmn  gave  their  vote  in  the  aflhrmative,  whieh  waa  alsoagreed 
to  by  the  whde  conference. 

The  council  then  decided  that  said  committee,  after  arranging 
and  publishing  ssid  Book  of  Covenants,  have  the  avails  of  the  same. 

The  council  then  decided  that  a  notice  be  published  to  the  churohea 
and  conferences  abroad  that  High  Priests  be  ordained  hereafter,  in 
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the  High  Coimoil  at  Kirtbuid,  and  reodve  lioenM  signed  bj  the  eleik 
of  the  oonnoil. 

The  oonneil  deoided  that  Biehop  Whitney  be  priTileged,  enmridur- 
ing  his  present  embamesed  ekenmstanees,  to  make  sneh  airaagv* 
ments  with  his  store  as  he  shall  deem  most  adTisable. 

Closed  by  prayer. 

OlIYBB  COWDUT. 

Obson  Htde, 

Clerks. 
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CHAPTER  Xn. 

CHAKGE  IN  CHDBCH  PfiRIODICALS — TH£  COVENANT  OV  TITH- 
ING— GL08K  OF  THX  TBAB  1834. 

Octohrr  1-15. — Great  cxrrtions  were  made  to  expedite 
the  work  of  the  Lord's  house,  and  DotwithstaQding  it  was 
commenced  almost  ivith  nothing,  as  to  means,  ^^MenKenger 
yet  the  way  opened  as  we  proceeded,  and  the  J'^^^^j^^'"***" 
Saints  rejoiced.  The  former  part  of  October 
was  spent  in  arranging  matters  respecting  the  Lord's 
house  and  the  printing  ofTiee,  for  it  had  previously  been 
publislied  that  the  Kveniufi  and  Moniiuy  Star  would  be 
discontiuued,  and  a  new  ])aper  issued  in  its  j)! ace,  entitled 
The  LaiUr-day  Saints  Messenger  and  Advocate.* 

*  The  foOOfwiiif  Ii  «q>lMMitioD  glreB  in  tiie  Mveming  and  Mimimg  Star  for 
tliiseluaigslBtbenaneof  theCbnrrhperlodleal:  "Ani^t Hrening and MomingStmr 

•Wa"  <l»  «i;ni<Ml  to  be  pnbll»hpd  at  Mi'-'^'nirl,  It  wm-?  (•on«4!cJpred  tliat  another  name 
-would  be  more  appmpriate  for  a  paper  in  this  pluce  [KirtlaiidJ,  consequeutly,  as 
the  name  of  this  Church  baH  lately  been  entitled  the  Church  of  the  Latter-day 
Mnte,  and  atiMW  It  to  deatiiied»  at  laast  for  a  laaaon,  ti»  bear  the  reproaeh  and  atig- 
ma  of  this  world,  It  1h  no  more  than  just  that  a  paper  disi^eminating  the  doctrines 
believed  by  the  sniiu-.  and  ndvoontint;  its  rbaraeter  and  righte  should  be  entitled 
The  Latter-day  HaintM  Mesatnger  and  Advocate/' 

There  waa  also  a  chaofe  aimoaneed  In  the  form  of  the  Chvreh  perlodleal.  The 
Ereuing  and  Morning  Star  as  first  published  waa  a  qnartO»  bat  the  M«$teu<jtr  and 
A'h'nrate  was  to  )>v  publi«ili»'il  in  oetavo  form  for  creater  convenienco  in  l)indinjf 
antl  preserving.  It  was  also  announced  that  the  two  volumes  of  the  Utar  would  be 
reprinted  in  oetaro  form;  which,  by  the  way,  waa  done. 

Thle  Hret  nvmlwr  af  the  M^tttrngur  and  AdwotaH  eontalned  a  aommary  of  the 
most  prominent  p<rfnte  of  doctrine  Ix-lieved  In  by  the  Church  at  that  time,  slfjnpd 
by  Oliver  Cowdery;  and  as  the  doctrine  development  in  the  Church  it  a  prominent 
feature  of  this  work,  that  summary  is  here  appended : 

**We  brieve  in  Ood,  and  Hla  Son  Jeava  Chrlat.  We  bellere  tiiait  Ood,  from  ika 
beginning,  revealed  Him!*elf  to  man,  and  that  whenever  Ho  has  had  a  people  on  earth, 
He  alwaya  haa  revealed  Uimaelf  to  them  by  the  Holy  Qhoat,  the  ministering  of 
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Having  accomplished  all  that  could  be  done  at  present, 
on  the  16th  of  the  month,  in  company  with  my  brother 
.nu  o   u Hyrnm  Smith,  and  Elders  David  Whitmer, 

The  Prophet's     _     ,    ,  ,    «    '   ^  i 

Labors  in       Frcdcnck  G.  Williams,  Oliver  Cowdery,  and 

Mi«bifl«B.       Roger  Orton,  left  Kirtlaiid  for  the  purpose  of 

visiting  some  Saints  in  the  state  of  Mielii^an,  wh»'re,  after 
a  toh  rably  pleasant  journey,  we  arrived  at  Pontiac  on 
the  20th. 

While  on  our  way  np  tiie  lake  on  board  the  steamer 
Monroe^  Elder  Cowdery  had  a  short  discussion  with  a  man 
eaOing  his  name  Ellmer.  He  said  tiiat  he  was  "personally 
acquainted  with  Joe  Smith,  had  heard  him  preach  his  lies, 

UBcela  or  Hts  own  voice.  We  do  not  believe  that  He  ever  IimI  a  aliiuch  on  eutii 
without  revealing  niTns«>if  to  that  r-hiin-h;  mnsfquently  there weittapMttes»propli- 
et8,  evangelists,  paiitor!$,  and  teachers  in  the  snme. 

"We  belieTe  thet  Ood  is  the  same  in  all  ages,  and  that  It  requires  the  same  boll* 
neas,  vatity,  aaA  rdlgloii  to  mto  •  man  now  aa  It  did  aaelantly;  and  that,  aa  Be  la 
no  n-speoter  of  panwna,  alwaya  haa,  and  alwaya  will  reveal  Hfanaalf  to  man  whoa 
they  call  upon  Him. 

"We  believe  that  Ood  has  revealed  Himself  to  men  in  this  age,  and  eommeucad 
to  ralae  op  a  ehnreh  preparatory  to  Ria  aeeond  advent,  when  He  will  eoma  In  the 

eloads  of  henvcu  with  power  and  ^rt-at  Kl(>ry- 

"We  believe  that  tlie  popular  relii^'i  ni-;  t'l.  MrifH  of  the  «i«y  are  incorrect;  that 
they  are  without  parallel  in  the  revelattuu»  ul  Uud,  as  sanctioned  by  Him;  and  tha^ 
however  falthfally  they  may  be  adhered  to,  or  however  jeahmaly  or  warmly  they 
may  be  defended,  they  will  never  atand  the  atriot  scrutiny  of  tiia  word  of  life. 

"We  licliev(»  t!i!it  all  men  nre  liom  free  and  ei|ual;  that  no  man,  coniJ>iiiation  of 
men,  or  guverunient  of  men  lias  power  or  autliority  to  compel  or  force  others  to 
embrace  any  system  of  religion,  or  religious  creed,  or  to  use  force  or  violeaee  to 
prevent  othere  fkom  enjojrin^  their  own  opinions,  or  praeticiaf  ttie  aame,  ao  lon^ 
as  they  do  not  molest  or  dif«tnrb  others  in  a  manner  to  deprive  them  of 
their  privileges  as  free  citizens,  or  of  worshiping  (»od  !!■*  thoy  ch«K»8e,  and  that 
any  attempt  to  do  so  is  an  assumption  unwarrantable  in  the  revelations  of  heaven, 
and  strikee  at  the  root  of  eivil  liberty,  and  la  a  anbverelon  of  all  aqnitable  prin- 
ciples lietw»>en  man  and  tnnn. 

**We  bi  lifve  that  (Jod  has  ^rt  His  hand  the  second  time  to  recover  the  rem- 
nant of  His  people,  Israel;  an<l  that  the  time  is  near  when  He  will  bring  them 
fkom  the  four  wind*  with  songs  of  everlaeting  joy,  and  relnatate  them  npon  their 
own  lands  which  He  gave  their  fathwra  by  eovenant. 

"And  further,  we  believe  in  erabracinir  u'ond  wherever  it  may  be  found;  Of  prov- 
ing all  thingK,  and  iioitling  fast  to  that  which  in  rii^hteou^.  This,  in  short,  is  our 
belief,  and  we  stand  ready  to  defend  it  upon  its  own  foundation  whenever  it  is 
aaaallcd  by  men  of  character  and  reapeetablllty.  And  while  we  aet  upon  ttiaae 
broad  iwlnelplea,  we  trast  in  Ood  that  we  shall  never  be  confounded. 

"OuVKit  COWDBIT." 

•'Klrtland,  Ohio.  October,  1834." 
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and  now,  since  he  was  dead,  he  was  glad  I  He  had  heard  Joe 
Smith  preach  in  Bainbridge,  Chenango  connty,  New  York, 
five  years  since;  he  knew  it  to  be  him,  that  he  [Joseph 
Smith]  was  a  dark  complexioned  man,"  etc.  Ellmer 

appeared  to  exult  rao.st  in  thut  *'Joe*'  was  dead,  aud  made 
hi.s  observations  in  my  presence.  I  concluded  that  he 
leanit'd  it  from  the  popular  priests  of  the  day,  who,  through 
fear  that  their  craft  will  be  injured,  if  their  systems  are 
compared  with  tin*  truth,  seek  to  ridicule  those  who  teach 
the  troth,  and  thus  I  am  suffering  under  the  tongoe  of  slander 
for  Christ's  sake,  unceasingly.  God  have  mercy  on  such, 
if  they  will  quit  their  lying.  I  need  not  state  my  com- 
plexion to  those  that  have  seen  me,  and  those  who  have 
read  my  history  thus  far,  will  recollect  that  five  years 
ago  I  was  not  a  preacher,  as  Ellmer  represented;  neither 
did  I  ever  preach  in  Bainbridge.* 

After  preaching,  and  teaddng  the  Saints  in  Michigan 
as  long  as  our  time  would  allow,  we  returned  to  EMland, 
greatly  refreshed  from  our  journey,  and  much  pleased 
with  onr  friends  in  that  section  of  the  Lord's  vineyard. 

It  now  being  the  last  of  the  month,  and  tlie  Elders  be- 
ginning to  come  in,  it  was  nccessarv  to  make 

.  '  Pr(>pHrationo£ 

}u-('j)ai-ations  for  tlx*  school  for  the  Kl<lers,        School  tor 
wherein  they  oiight  be  more  perfectly  instruct- 
ed in  the  great  things  of  Gkxi,  during  the  coming  winter. 
A  building  for  a  printing  office  was  nearly  finished,  and 
the  lower  story  of  this  building  was  set  apart  for  that  pur* 

*  la  •  eomnMmleatloo  to  the  flnt  niimb«r  of  the  M9$t9ngT  and  AdvoeaU,  Oeto' 

b«r,  I8:t4.  Elder  Oliver  Cowdery  gives  rabeteotinlly  the  same  a<  <  ount  of  this  inel- 
dent.  After  a  somewhat  lenjrthy  statement  of  how  he  refuted  Ellmer'e  MSertloa 
that  the  Savior  bad  not  been  seeu  since  Uis  asceDsiou,  he  continues: 

*'How  iu  tbfs  eoaTenatfon  wm,  or  will  be,  prodaetlye  of  good,  I  «m  uneble  to 
WMfi  but  by  that  means  numbers  beard,  and  no  doubt  felt  an  inereMod  Mzletsr  to 
teftin  aomethinir  furtin  r  reljUivi-  to  this  'str;itif,'e  work.'  One  Individual  pureha'^<  'l 
•  Book  of  Mormon,  nutwithstanding  Mr.  EUmer's  bitter  cry  of  'Joe  8mitli'  and 
'fklae  prophets,'  and  will  thus  have  the  privilege  of  hearing  the  truth,  though  he 
may  be  M|»antod  far  from  tiioao  who  hare  anthoritj  to  admlniator  the  oMbumoea 
of  the  overlastint,'  Onspel.  May  heaven  inspire  his  heart  to  seek  dilijfently  until 
he  obtains  a  certain  Itnowledge  of  the  kingdom  of  our  Ood  in  these  last  days." 
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pose,  (the  school)  whea  it  was  completed.  So  the  Lord 
opened  the  way  according  to  our  faith  and  works,  and 
blessed  be  His  name. 

No  month  ever  found  me  more  busily  engaged  than 
November;  but  as  my  life  consisted  of  activity  and  nn- 
stranaoM  yielding  exertions,  I  made  this  my  mle:  When 
Life  of  the  the  Lord  commands,  do  it.  Among  other 
matters,  the  following  letter  was  sent  to 
George  James,  Brownkeim,  Ohio,  by  order  of  the  High 
Council: 

K!RTi>AKi),  November  10,  1834. 

Deau  Brothkk:^ — There  having  been  serious  complaints  presented  to 
us  aj;rainst  you,  we  sincerely  request  you  to  come  to  Kirtlnnd  im- 
mediately, as  it  will  be  necessary  that  a  pro{)er  notice  be  taken  of 
the  same.  We  do  not  write  the  above  with  a  view  to  accuse  you 
ourselves,  but  you  know  the  R^r^at  responsibility  resting  upon  us  and 
the  propriety  of  noticing  charges,  especially  when  they  are  prefemd 
against  men  in  important  and  interesting  stations  in  the  Chnroh  of 
the  Saints.  We  have  truly  written  the  above  with  feelings  of  deep 
interest  for  yonr  own  welfare  and  standing  in  the  Chnroh;  and 
we  do  hope  yon  will  not  fail  to  oome  down  immediately,  as  the 
representations  made  to  ns  will  require  immediate  notioe.  It  is  ne- 
eessary  for  ns  to  inform  yon  that  until  you  appear  and  make  the 
satisfaction  requisite,  you  are  suspended  from  acting  in  the  anthority 
of  the  ofHce  to  which  yon  have  been  previously  ordained. 

With  feelings  of  respect  we  subscribe  onrselves,  your  brethren  in  the 
New  Covenant, 

JOSSPH  Smith,  Jun. 

SiDNBY  KiGDON. 

OuyiB  Ck)WDBST, 

Clerk  of  the  High  Council. 

I  ooutiuned  my  labors  daily,  preparing  for  the  school, 
and  received  the  following: 

BeneUaUm  given  November  S5, 1834,* 

1.  It  is  my  will  that  my  servant  Warren  A.  Cowdery  should  be  ap- 
pointed and  ordained  a  presidinj^  Priest  over  my  Church  iu  the 
land  of  Freedom  and  the  regions  round  about; 

*  i>oetrin6  and  CoTeaanta,  tec.  ori. 
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'2.  And  should  preach  my  everlastinjr  Gospel,  and  lift  up  his  voice 
and  warn  the  people,  not  only  in  ha  own  place,  bat  in  the  adjoining 

counties. 

3.  And  devote  his  ■whole  time  to  this  liiirh  and  holy  eallinp  which  I 
now  f^'we  unto  him,  seekLu^  diligently  the  kiujjdoni  of  heaven  and  its 
rij?hteousne.>*s,  and  all  thiugs  necessary  shall  be  added  thereunto,  for 
tile  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 

4.  And  again,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  the  coming  of  the  Lord 
drftif«Ui  nigh,  and  it  orertaketh  the  world  as  a  thief  in  the  night: 

5.  Ther^re,  gird  up  your  loins  that  yon  may  be  the  ehildren  of 
Ught,  and  that  day  shall  not  overtake  yon  as  a  thief. 

6.  And  again,  verily  I  say  nnto  yon,  there  was  joy  in  heaven  when 
my  servant  Warren  bowed  to  my  soeptre,  and  separated  himself  from 
tlie  erafts  of  men* 

7.  Therefore,  blessed  is  my  servant  Warren,  for  I  will  have  meroyon 
bim,  and  notwithstanding  the  vanity  of  his  heart,  I  will  lift  him  np,  in- 
asmnch  as  he  will  humble  himself  before  me; 

8.  And  I  will  give  him  gra^e  and  assurance  wherewith  he  may  stand, 
and  if  he  continue  to  hi'  a  faithful  witness  and  a  light  unto  the  Church, 
I  have  prepared  a  crown  for  him  in  the  mansions  of  my  Father.  Even 
so.  Amen. 

Th**  same  day,  Hon.  J.  T.  V.  Thoiiipsuii,  ^lissoiiri 
state  senator,  wrote  Elder  Phelps,  at  Liberty,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Jkfferson  C'itv,  Nov.  25,  1834. 
Dear  Sir: — 1  will  say  to  you  that  your  case  with  the  Jack»«on  people 
has  l)een  mentioned  to  the  hijjhe^l  ullicer  in  the  state,  the  jrovernor.  He 
8peakH  of  it  in  his  niessafre,  and  so  much  of  his  messa^^e  will  be  referred 
to  a  committee.  I  am  not  able  to  say  what  will  be  their  report,  but  I 
will  write  you  again. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  T.  y.  Thompson. 

The  following  is  that  portion  of  the  governor's  message 
referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter: 

In  Jniy,  1833,  a  Uuvs  portion  of  the  eitisens  of  Jaokson  eonnty  or- 
ganised themselyes  and  entered  into  resolutions  to  expel  from  that 
eooaty  a  reliipons  seet  eaUed  Mormons,  who  had  become  obnozions  to 
them.  In  November  following,  they  effeeted  their  objeet;  not,  how- 
ever, without  the  loss  of  several  lives* 
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In  the  judicial  iiKjniry  into  these  outrag'es,  the  civil  authorities  who 
had  cojjuizance  of  them,  deemed  it  proper  to  liave  a  military  puard  for  the 
purfiose  of  tfivint:  protection  diiriuc"  the  progress  of  the  trials.  This 
was  ordered,  and  the  Attoruey-Goueral  was  requested  to  give  his  atten- 
tion during  the  investigation,  both  of  which  were  performed,  but  all  to 
no  purpose.  As  yet  none  has  been  punished  for  these  outrages,  and  it 
is  believed  that,  under  onr  present  laws,  oonvietion  tor  any  Tkileneo 
oommitted  against  a  Mormon  oannot  be  had  in  Jaokeon  eoonty.  Theaa 
unfortunate  people  'are  now  forbidden  to  take  poaeeMion  of  their  homes, 
and  the  prineipal  part  of  them,  I  am  informed,  are  at  this  time  livinK  in 
an  adjoining  eonnty,  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  eharity  of  its  eiliaens. 
It  is  for  you  to  determine  what  amendments  the  laws  maj  vsquire  so  as 
to  guard  against  such  sets  of  violenee  for  the  future. 

Minutes  of  g.  CowMil  held  at  Kirtland,  November  mh, 

A  oounoil  convened  this  evening  to  transaot  business  aoeording  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Chureh;  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  Sidney  Rigdon  and 
Frederiek  G.  Williams  presiding.  Eight  ooonoilors  present. 

John  Johnson  and  Hyrum  Smith  were  appointed  to  speak. 

A  letter  from  the  church  in  Lewis,  Essex  county,  Xow  York,  was 
presented  by  Brothers  John  H.  Tippits,  and  Joseph  H.  Tippits,  and 
read  by  the  clerk.  Said  letter  contained  an  account  of  money  and  other 
property  sent  by  the  church  in  Lewis,  in  the  care  of  said  brethren,  to 
carry  to  Missouri  to  purchase  land.  These  Elders  wished  the 
advice  of  the  oounoili  whether  they  had  better  pursue  their  journey 
or  not. 

The  two  Councilors  spoke  on  the  case,  followed  by  Prcsiik  iit  Williams, 
Councilor  Olson  lly<le  and  the  clerk;  after  which  I'resident  liij^don 
gave  a  decision  that  our  brethren  be  advised  to  tarry  in  this  place  dur* 
ing  the  winter;  in  which  the  oounoil  oonourred. 

The  two  brethren  then  arose  respeetively  and  said  th«y  were  perteotly 
satisfied  with  the  deeision  of  the  opuncU. 

The  amount  donated  by  the  ehuroh  in  Lewis  is,  aoeording  to  their 
letter,  in  eash,  $473.29.  The  amount  in  Star  property  is  $376.11. 
Total,  $848.40. 

The  oouneil  then  decided  that  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  take 
snoh  amount  of  said  money  as  those  brethren  can  part  with  for  the 
present,  by  ^nvin  j-  sufficient  security,  to  be  paid  with  interest  by  the 

16th  of  April,  IS:]."). 

It  was  ascertained  hy  the  council  that  Sister  Caroline  Tippits  held 
.$149.7.")  of  the  nion<  y  mentioned  in  said  letter,  she  was  accordingly 
called  into  the  council,  and  expressed  a  willingness  to  loan  the 
same. 
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One  note  of  $280  was  drawn  in  favor  of  John  II.  Tippits,  and 
another  of  $150,  in  favor  of  Caroline  Tippits,  each  due  April  15, 
1835.  Sigrned  by  Joseph  Smitbi  Jun.,  Oliver  Cowdery,  and  Frederick 
O.  Williams.  Oliver  Cowdery,  Clerk. 

The  following  letter  was  presented  by  John  H.  Tippits, 
and  formed  the  subject  for  consideration  by  the  preceding 
conneil,  written  to  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,  and  the 

iiigh  Council  in  Kii  tlaud,  by  Alvah  L.  Tippits,  to  be  sent 
greeting: 

TnmdBot  Smith  will  reooIlMt  the  time  I  left  Kirtland  last  winter  in 
ovder  to  eome  to  diepoee  of  the  property  I  had  in  postesnont  whieh  I 
have  been  striving^  to  do  firom  that  time  till  about  the  flnt  of  September 
last,  bat  I  have  felt  very  uneasy  while  the  commandment  has  gone  forth 

for  the  eastern  churches  to  flee  unto  the  West. 

The  1st,  or  about  the  Ist  of  September,  with  two  of  my  brethren,  I 
took  the  revelation  concerninp:  the  redemption  of  Zion  and  rend  it,  and 
then  we  apreed  to  ask  God  to  enable  us  to  nbey  the  same.  As  we  live 
in  the  eastern  states,  our  minds  were  impressed  with  these  important 
lines : 

''Therefore,  a  commandment  I  fx'ivv  unto  all  the  churcheM,  that  they 
bhail  continue  to  gather  together  unto  the  places  which  I  have  appointed : 
nevertheless,  as  I  have  said  unto  you  in  a  former  commandment, 
let  not  yonr  gathering  be  In  haate,  nor  by  flight;  bat  let  all  things  be 
prepared  before  yens  and  in  order  that  all  things  be  prepared  he- 
fore  yon,  observe  the  eommandment  which  I  have  given  eon- 
eeming  these  things,  whieh  saith,  or  teaeheth,  to  parehase  all  the 
lands  with  money,  which  can  be  porchased  for  money,  in  the  region 
round  aboat  the  land  which  I  have  appointed  to  be  the  land  of  Zion,  for 
the  beginning  of  the  gathering  of  my  Saints;  all  the  land  which  can  be 
porohased  in  Jackson  county  and  the  counties  round  about,  and  leave 
the  residne  in  mine  hand.  Now,  verily  I  say  unto  yon,  let  all  the 
churches  gather  together  all  their  monies;  let  these  thinfjs  be  done  in 
their  time,  but  not  in  haste,  and  observe  to  have  all  thinjrs  prepared  be- 
fore you.  And  let  lionorable  nit  ii  be  appointed,  even  wise  men.  ;ind  send 
them  to  purchase  these  lands;  and  the  churches  in  the  eastern  countries, 
when  they  are  built  up,  if  they  will  hearken  unto  this  counsel,  they  may 
buy  lands  and  gather  together  upon  them;  and  in  this  way  they  may 
establish  Zion.''* 

After  further  consideration  and  much  prayer,  we  carried  the  case 
before  the  church  in  this  place,  which  met  the  approbation  of  the  same. 

*  Doctrme  and  CovenanU,  see.  ci :  67*74. 
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Aceordinply  we  strovp  to  become  of  one  heart  and  one  mind,  and 
appointed  a  day  for  fasting  and  prayer,  and  askod  the  Lord  to  en- 
able us  to  collect  all  our  monies;  and  appointed  a  day  for  the  cburehto 
come  together  for  counsel. 

AccMjnliufrly  we  came  together,  and  after  conversation,  chose  a  mod- 
erator and  clerk  to  keep  the  records  of  the  church;  co  inseled  concern- 
ing property  owned  by  the  church,  and  commenced  to  make  sale  and 
collect  pay  according^  to  the  voice  of  the  church,  in  order  to  collect  all 
monies  owned  by  the  ohureh,  and  send  by  the  hande  of  wtie  men,  wbo 
were  appointed  by  the  voioe  of  the  ehnreh;  one  Elder  and  one  PkjMt» 
aeoordinflr  to  the  will  of  Qod, 

Altah  L.  TiFPm, 

Lewis,  Conntr  of  Essex, 
New  York,  October  20, 1834. 

The  members  of  a  branch  of  the  Church  of  the  Latter-day  Saints, 
agreeable  to  the  requirement  of  heaven,  have  striven  to  unite  their 
hearts  and  views,  in  order  to  be  found  spotless  before  the  blazing 
throne  of  the  Oreat  Jehovah  when  He  comes  to  make  up  His  jewels, 
and  for  this  end  do  send  property  by  the  hands  of  wise  men,  appointed 
by  the  voice  of  the  church,  agreeable  to  the  revelation  concerning  the 
redemption  ()f  Zion,  for  the  pur{>ose  of  purchasing  land  in  Jackson 
county,  or  counties  round  about,  for  the  inheritance  of  the  Church. 
Agreeable  to  this,  we  give  oar  names  with  the  affixed  sums  an- 
nexed: 

Cash.  Property. 

Joseph  H.  Tippita  $98.67  $120.37 

Alvah  Tippits   34.63  80.00 

J<.hn  H.  Tippits  171.05  6L93 

Henry  Adams    11.13  8.75 

Zebulou  Adams   1.75 

Caroline  Tippits  151.06  107.00 

David  Bragg   5.00  1.00 

Gustavus  A.  Perry   6.00 

Total,  $848.40;  $100.00  tm  boots  and  shoes,  to  be  left  in  Kxctr 
land. 

The  wi^e  men  appointed  are  John  H.  Tippits  and  Joseph  H. 

Tippits. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  November,  I  united 
in  prayer  with  Brother  Oliver  for  the  continuance  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


HI8T0BT  OF  THB  OHUBOH 


175 


blMsiDgs.  After  giying  thanks  for  the  relief  which  the 
Lord  had  lately  sent  ns  by  opening  the  hearts  ^he  coveuant 
of  the  brethren  from  the  east,  to  loan  ns  $430 ;  Ttiung. 

after  commencing  and  rejoicing  before  tlie  Lord  on  this 
occasion,  we  agreed  to  enter  into  the  following  covenant 
with  the  Lord,  viz: 

That  if  the  Lord  will  prosper  us  in  our  businoss  and  open  the  way 
before  us  that  wo  may  obtain  nieans  pay  our  tlc'ots,  that  wo  be  not 
troubled  nor  brouj^ht  into  disrepute  before  the  w«»rld,  nor  ITis  people; 
after  that,  of  all  that  lie  shall  give  unto  us,  we  will  fjive  a  tenth  to  be 
bestowed  upon  the  poor  in  His  Church,  or  as  He  shall  eomniand;  and 
that  we  will  be  faithful  over  that  which  lie  has  entrusted  to  our  care, 
that  we  may  obtain  much;  and  that  our  children  after  us  shall  remem- 
ber to  obiofva  this  noted  end  hdy  eoreiiaiit;  and  that  onr  children , 
mad  oar  ehildrMi*s  children,  may  know  of  the  same,  we  hare  rabsoribed 
onr  names  with  onr  own  hands. 

[Signed.]  Joseph  Smith,  Jun. 

QUVBB  COWDIRT, 

And  now,  0  Fkther,  as  Thon  didst  prosper  onr  father  Jaoob,  and  bless 
him  with  proteetion  and  prosperity  wherever  he  went,  from  tbetime  he 
made  a  like  eovenant  before  and  with  Thee;  as  Thon  didst  even  the 
same  nig^t,  open  the  heavens  nnto  him  and  manifest  great  men^  and 
power,  and  give  him  promises,  wilt  Thon  do  so  with  us  his  sons;  and 
as  his  blessings  prevailed  above  his  prc^enitors  unto  the  utmost  bounds 
of  the  everlasting  hills,  even  so  may  onr  blessings  prevail  like  his;  and 
may  Thy  servants  bo  preserved  from  the  power  and  influence  of  wicked 
and  unrij^hteous  men;  may  every  weapon  formed  agrainst  us  fall  upon 
the  head  of  him  who  shall  forni  it;  may  we  be  blessed  with  a  name  and 
a  place  among  Thy  Saints  here,  and  Thy  sanctiHed  when  they  shall 
rest.  Amen. 

November  30, — While  reflecting  on  the  goodness  and 

mercy  of  Gk)d  this  evening,  a  prophecy  was    .   . 

put  into  otir  hearts,  that  in  a  short  time  tlie 

Lord  would  arrange  His  providences  in  a  mereiful  manner 

and  send  us  assistauce  to  deliver  us  from  debt  and 

bondage. 

Ikeember  1, — Onr  school  for  the  Elders  was  now  well 
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atteuded,  and  with  the  lectures  ou  theology,*  which  were 
Sdiooi  at  Wgularly  delivered,  absorbed  for  the  time  be- 
Kirtiand  for  uig  everything  else  of  a  temporal  nature.  The 
the  Elders.  elassoSi  being  mostly  Elders,  gave  the  most 
studious  attention  to  the  all-important  objectof  qualifying 
themselves  as  messengers  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  be  ready  to 
do  His  will  ill  carrying  glad  tidings  to  all  that  would  open 
their  eyes,  oars  and  hearts. 

According  to  the  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  5th  of  December,  while  assembled  with  Sidney 
Oliver  Cow-  Kigdou,  Fioderick  G.Williams, and  Oliver  Cow- 
^iSa^^^  dery,oonversinguponthewelfareoftheChuroh, 
fTMidmit.  X  ini^  hands  on  Brother  Oliver  Gowdery, 
and  ordained  him  an  assistant-president,  saying  these 
words :  ^  'In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  crucified  for 
the  sins  of  the  world,  I  lay  my  hands  upon  thee  and 
ordain  thee  an  assistant-president  to  the  High  and  Holy 
Priesthood,  in  the  Church  of  the  Latter-day  Saints.'' t 


*  Th«M  "LeetoTM  on  Theology"  here  Tefened  to  were  aflmrHde  |»i«pei«d  bjr 

the  Prophet,  (see  page  180)  and  published  In  the  Doctrine  and  CovenantH  under 
the  title  "Lectures  on  Faith."  They  are  seven  in  nutnlH-r.  an«l  oroupy  thf  first 
eeventy-flve  pages  in  the  current  editions  of  the  Ductriue  and  Cuveuants.  They 
•re  not  to  be  regarded  m  of  equal  anttority  In  natters  of  doetrlae  vMi  the  nr* 
elations  of  God  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  but  as  atsfetd  hj  Elder  John 
Smith,  who,  when  the  book  of  DiM  tritic  and  Covenants  was  submitted  to  the 
aeverai  quorums  of  the  Priesthood  for  acceptance,  (August  17, 1^.)  speaking  In 
behalf  of  the  KMIand  High  Connetl,  *'bore  reeoid  that  the  revelalioaa  te  tnid 
book  were  tme,  and  that  the  leetnxea  were  Jndlelally  wrttton  and  eoai^led,  and 

were  profltaMe  for  doctrine."  The  di^tiiictinn  whieh  Elder  John  Smith  here 
mako'^  shouli!  be  obsi-rved  as  marking  the  tiilTerence  between  the  Lectures  on 
Faith  uud  the  revelations  of  God  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants 

♦  This  meeting  of  the  ."jth  of  DeceTubi  f  was  a  most  Interesting  occasion.  The 
minutes  of  it  are  found  in  the  hand  writing  of  Oliver  Cowdery  in  the  back  of 
Record  A,  Ms.  It  would  appear,  according  to  these  minutes,  that  the  express 
pnrpoMof  the  meeting  of  the  brrthren  named  in  ttie  Propliet*ahlstory  waa  to  roM^* 
nize  Oliver  Cowderr  in  his  station  as  the  seoond  Elder  in  the  Cliurch,  a  iMnitinn  for 
wliieh  he  was  des5gnate<l  in  thr  rovelHtion^  of  Ood,  and  to  which  he  was  ordained  under 
the  hand  of  the  I'rophet,  (Doctrine  and  Covenants,  sec.  20:  3,  4).  It  la  explained  in  the 
minntes  that  the  reaaon  why  he  had  not  been  able  to  oAoiato  in  hia  ealling  ae  aaid 
aeeond  Elder  in  the  Cliurch  was  because  of  his  necessarj  absence  In  Zion  (Mis- 
souri) to  assist  W.  W.  I^helps  in  conducting  the  printing  btisiness  of  the  Church, 
etc. ;  hence  Sidney  Rigdon  and  Frederick  Q.  Williams  bad  been  ordained  as  assistMit- 
preaideata  intheOhnieh  during  thia  naeetiary  abamee  of  Elder  Oowdety.  Another 
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On  the  nth,  Elder  Phelps  wrote  from  Liberty,  Clay 
county,  to  J.  T.  V.  Thompson,  Jefferson  City,  in  reply  to 
his  letter  of  the  25th  November,  expressive  of  Thanka  to 
thankfulness  to  his  Excellency,  Gk)vemor  DankUn. 
Dunklin,  for  introducing  the  sufEerings  of  the  Saints  in  his 
message;  also  asking  counsel  whether  it  would  avail  any- 
thing for  the  society  to  petition  the  legislature  for  an  act 
to  reinstate  them  in  then*  rights,'' etc. ;  and  requesting 
him  to  t'ontVr  with  his  friends  and  his  Excellency  on  the 
8ubj^>ct,  and  give  an  early  answei-. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month,  the  message  of  Gov- 
ernor Dunklin,  of  Missouri,  to  the  legislature,  Revived 
arrived  at  Kirtland.    It  was  read  with  great  ^^op^* 
interest,  and  revived  the  hopes  of  the  Church  for  the  scat- 
tered brethren  of  Jackson  county. 

Elder  Phelps  wrote  again  to  Esquire  Thompson,  on  the 
18th  as  follows: 


Dear  Sir — By  this  mail  I  have  forwarded  to  Captain  Atchison,  of 

ihf  lower  house,  a  petition  and  documents,  on  the  subject  of  our  rights 
in  Jackson  county.  He  will  hand  them  to  you  for  the  senate,  when 
the}'  are  throug'h  with  them  in  the  house.  I  shall  be  preatly  obliped,  if 
jou  will  lay  them  before  your  honorable  body;  and  any  information 


Itt-m  f>{  interest  recoriled  in  tlifne  minutoK  is  th«'  word  of  the  Lord  by  way  of  re- 
proof through  the  iSpirit  concerning  the  fmiure  of  the  brethren  and  the  Church  Iq 
gM«rat  to  properly  reoognlM  MdiotlkOT  by  their  olBslaltltiM  lathe  Chai^  This 
ItoB  ei^een  la  the  minutes  as  follows:  "After  aeecmblloff,  we  received  a  rebuke 
for  *Mir  former  unmltlvated  and  disrespectful  nmnn*'r  of  rommnni'-ation  and  salu- 
tation with  and  unto  each  other  by  the  \o\co  of  the  Spirit,  aayinj;  unto  us:  "Verily, 
eondemnation  re«teth  upon  you,  who  are  uppuinted  to  lead  my  Church,  and  to  be 
amflon  of  nea;  end  eleoapoa  the  Chwrelh;  aad  there  mnetaeedi  be  •  repeatanee 
■ad  a  reformation  amoni^  yon,  in  all  things,  in  your  examples  before  the  Church 
«nd  hefoTc  the  world,  iu  all  your  nianntTH,  Imbit-H  and  customs,  and  salutations  ono 
toward  another;  rendering  unto  every  man  the  respect  due  the  oflice,  calling,  and 
priesthood  whereoato  I,  the  Lord,  heTO  eppolated  aad  ordaiaed  yoa.  Amen.' " 
**It  is  only  aeeeeeary  to  say,"  eontinuc  the  minutes,  "relatlTe  to  the  foregoing  re- 
proof and  in'itruf'tion,  that  thouj»h  it  was  jjiven  in  sharjinoss,  it  oocnsioncfl  gladness 
and  joy,  and  we  were  willing  to  repent  and  reform  in  every  particular,  according  to 
the  Inslraotloos  giveii.  It  Is  also  proper  to  remaik  thsi  after  the  reproof  was  civea, 
we  all  eoafsosedr  ▼oloatezlly,  ttiat  sooh  had  beea  the  msalCestatkm  of  the  Spirit 
«  loag  tioie  slaee,  la  eoaseqaeooe  of  whleh,  the  rebuke  same  witfi  great 
eharpaess." 

IB  Vol  xz 
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you  may  require,  or  even  personal  atteiiilauce,  write,  and  you 
shall  have  it  i£  it  is  in  my  power.  As  a  people,  all  we  ask  is 
oar  rights. 

With  esteem,  etc., 

W.  W.  PRSLP8. 

On  the  20th  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Atchison  wrote 
Elder  Phelps  from  the  ^'Senate  Ghiunber,"  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  his  letter,  stating  that  the 
udAtohlaon  Committee  on  the  Governor's  message  had 
JJJJJ^^  not  reported,  and  recommending  the  Saints 
to  get  up  a  petition  to  the  legislature,  with 
as  many  signatures  as  possible,  promising  their  assist- 
ance and  influence  to  obtain  redress  of  grievances.  A 
petition  was  accordingly  forwarded;  but  the  year  closed 
without  bringing  anything  to  pass  for  tiie  relief  of  the 
Saints  in  Missonri.* 

•  Tht  foUowinf  letter  from  Gorenior  Dnnklin,  in  response  to  Hm  peUtlou  re- 
ferred to  la  thetaoEtebore,  ia  fonnd  at  aa  addenda  to  tiie  naanseri^hlatoiy  for  1S35» 
Koto  A: 

'*To  Che  polittottt  which  we  tent  up  to  Mittonri,  GoTenior  noaklla  leplted  aa 
foUowe: 

'*  CjtT  <Mr  jBVTBWMm,  Janaavj  SI,  189$. 

"70  Mutti.  W.  W.  Fktljka  and  othsn, 

"nKNTi.KMXN: — Your  minioroiis  petitions,  post-mnrked  'Kirtland,'  came  safe  to 
hand.  It  is  unneceasury  fur  nie  to  repeat  to  yon  my  fei-Iings  on  the  subject  of  yonr 
grievancefl;  what  they  were  you  bare  been  already  apprised;  and  they  have  under- 
tone no  ehauKe.  Tear  ease  wae  pteaentod  by  me  to  tbe  last  General  Aetemblx  oC 
thiH  !*tat«.  They  did  not  legriHlate  upon  tbe  subject.  I  am,  however.  per«u;u1ed  thai 
it  was  for  want  of  a  ronstitntional  power  to  poH«  any  law  that  roulcl  afford  you  a 
proper  remedy  prevented  their  acting  upon  ttie  subject.  Vuur  feelings  are  very 
natoral  when  each  eanset  exist  to  pmdaee  them,  bat  you  mlaeoneetve  yonr  eaae, 
and  consequently  do  not  advert  to  the  proper  remedy;  yonaaanot  makeaeaaaof 
invasion  or  insurrection  ont  of  the  outrapes  committed  on  your  persons  or  property 
in  Jackson  county,  and  unless  one  of  those  could  be  made  out,  it  would  be  idle  to 
addreaa  Aa  Pretldattt  of  the  Unftod  Stotoa.  It  aneh  a  eaaa  bad  been  made  oat,  aa 
azeentlve  o(  this  atoto,  I  ahonld  hare  taunedlately  ordered  out  a  military  forea  to 
repell  or  suppress  it.  The  mob  in  New  York  to  which  you  cite  me,  ia  not  In  polnfti. 
The  military  force  wa«  then  resorted  to  for  tlie  purposr  of  <|uellitnr  the  moh.  Yon 
wish  this  l(ind  of  force  used  to  restore  justice.  However  ]>alpable  and  grievous  the 
entragea  have  been  npon  yon,  yonr  only  remedy  for  tojoriea  done»  moat  be  In  and 
through  the  courts  of  justice.  On  a  former  occasion  I  informed  yon  I  was  then  in 
corre-spondence  with  the  (J.  (icr:il  (Jovemment  for  a  depot  of  arms  on  tJie  Missouri 
river,  near  our  western  boundary  line.   For  reasons  unknown  to  lue,  the  Secretary 
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«f  War  hM  tekvn  do  itopa  dorlas  llie  lut  year  towards  the  fnUUlnMiit  of  titat  ob- 
ject. I  have  renewed  the  subject  through  our  dr-li-^atloil  to  Conjrress  this  winter. 
When  this  ohjr-ct  shall  he  altainecl,  it  may  furnif^h  you  a  place  of  resort  for  protoc- 
tion,  in  case  of  emertcency,  should  you  think  proper  to  risk  yourselves  on  your 
land!  fai  JaekaoB  eooatj  again. 

Beapectfiilhr, 

Damikl  OoMDUir. 
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CHAPTER  Xlll. 

TH£  LECXU&ilS  ON  FAITH — IW£LVS  APOSTLES  CHOSEN  AND 

ORDAINED. 

January  J 1835. — Daring  the  month  of  January,  I  was 
engaged  in  the  school  of  the  Elders,  and  in 

Theology"  preparing  the  lectures  on  theology  for  pnbli- 
cation  in  the  book  of  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants, which  the  committ<3e  appointed  last  September 
were  now  conipilinfjr. 

Certain  brethren  from  Bolton,  New  York,  canio  for 
counsel,  relative  to  their  proceedini?  to  the 
M^vuigwest  West;  and  the  High  Council  assembled  on  the 
KirtYiid!       ^^^*  ^  loiter  investigation,  1  decided 

that  Elder  Tanner  assist  with  his  might  to 
build  up  the  cause  by  tarrying  in  Kirtland;  which  de- 
cision received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  council. 

The  school  of  the  Elders  will  continue,  and  arrange- 
ments were  also  made,  according  to  the  revelation  of 
June,  1829,*  for  choosin^^  ''the  Twelve  Apostles"  to  be 
especial  messengers  to  bear  theOospel  among  the  nations. 

On  the  Sabbath  previous  to  the  14th  of  February,  (Feb- 
ruary 8th)  Brothers  Joseph  and  Brigham  Toung  came  to 
my  house  after  meeting,  and  sung  for  me;  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  was  poured  out  upon  us,  and  I  told  them  I 
wanted  to  see  those  brethren  together,  who  went  up  to 
Zion  in  the  camp,  the  previous  summer,  for  I  had  a 

*Doetrln«  and  CoTenanto,  see.  sriU. 
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blessing  for  them;  and  a  meeting  was  appointed  of 
which  the  following  are  the  minutes:* 

Minutes  of  the  Meetings  at  whith  the  ru  elve  ApoetUt  were  Chosertf  Or- 
dained and  Instructed, 

Kirtkmd,  February  U,  iflS95.— This  d»7f  a  meetmff  was  oallod  of  thoae 
who  joamiyed  last  seasan  to  Zion  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  its  redemption,  together  with  as  many  other  of  the  brethren  and 
ustors  as  were  deposed  to  attend. 

President  Joseph  Smith,  Jon.,  presidinic,  read  the  15th  chapter  of 
John,  and  said:  Let  as  endeavor  to  solemnize  our  minds  that  we  may 
reeeive  a  blesunic,  by  calling  on  the  Lord.    After  an  appropriate  and 

•BMer  JoMph  Tonag  glyes  the  following  iaterMtfaig  Moonat  of  ttie  ftboTO  ni6«t> 

ing  mentioned  by  the  Prophet:  "On  the  8tli  «l.iy  of  Fcbniary,  In  the  year  of  our 
fyord  the  !*roph«>t  .Joseph  Smith  caUed  Eldt-rs  Briifhani  and  .losopli  Youns:  to 

the  chamber  of  hU  residence,  in  Kirtland,  Ohio,  it  being  on  the  Sabbath  day.  At- 
ler  thay  frve  msImI  and  lie  M  mado  some  prollmhiarlew,  he  proeeeded  to  niete  • 
vfakm  to  tfieee  fm^Oamt,  of  Uie  ttoto  end  oonditloaof  those  men  who  died  in  Zion'a 

Camp,  in  Mlsnonrl.  H<-  ^&U\,  'Brethren,  I  have  seen  those  men  who  dietl  of  tlie 
eholera  in  our  camp;  and  the  Lord  icnows,  if  I  get  a  mansion  as  bright  as  theirs,  1 
ik»k  no  more.'  At  this  relation  he  wept,  and  for  some  time  could  not  spcaic.  When 
he  had  vrtltved  hlmaelf  of  hlafeeUnga,  In  deoerlblng  the  Tiakm,  he  remuned  the 
conversation,  and  aildresscd  himself  to  Brother  Brighara  Young.  lie  said  to  him,  'I 
winh  you  to  notify  all  the  bri*thren  livintr  iu  the  branches,  within  a  rensonalile  dln- 
tance  from  this  place,  to  meet  at  a  general  conference  on  Saturday  next.  I  shall 
then  an4.tiiere  iH»polnt  twelve  Speetal  Witneaeea*  to  open  the  door  of  the  Ooepel  to 
fovaiga  nations,  and  you,'  said  he  (apeaking  to  Brother  Brigham),  'will  be  one  of 
them.'  He  then  proceeded  to  enlarge  upon  the  duties  of  their  calling.  The  inter- 
est that  was  talien  on  the  occasion  of  this  announcement,  produced  in  the  minds 
of  the  two  Elders  praaont  a  great  aenaadon  and  many  tefleetlona;  having  previona- 
ly  netlfled  Brother  Brl^iam  Young  that  he  would  be  one  of  the  Witaesaea,  bat  aald 
nothing  to  Joaepby  until  he  had  exhausted  niurli  of  lii"  ft  plintrs  in  rctrnnl  to  the 
Twelvp.  which  took  up  some  little  time.  He  then  turned  to  Ehler  Joseph  Young 
with  quitv  uu  earnestness,  as  though  the  vision  of  his  mind  was  extended  still  far- 
ther, and  addresaing  hUn,  said,  'Brother  Joeeph,  the  Lord  has  made  yon  Preaident 
of  1^ Seventies.'  They  had  heard  of  Moses  an<l  seventy  Elders  of  Israel,  and  of 
.Tesus  appointing  'otlier  Seventies.'  but  had  never  heard  of  Twelve  Apostles  and 
of  Seventies  being  called  in  this  Chuich  before.  It  was  a  strange  saying,  'The 
Loid  has  made  yen  President  of  Ihe  Berentlea,'  as  though  it  had  already  taken 
plaee*  and  it  caused  these  lirethren  to  man-el.  The  Prophet  did  not  say  that  any 
others  wouM  J»e  fjilled  to  he  the  bearers  of  this  message  abroad.  Itut  the  inference 
might  be  clearly  drawn,  that  this  was  his  meaning,  from  the  l.unguagu  he  used 
at  the  time.  Agreeable  tohla  iwpaat  to  Elder  Brigham  Toung,  the  branehea  were 
all  notified*  and  n  meeting  of  the  brethren  in  general  eonferenee  waa  held  In  Klrt- 
land,  In  the  new  school  house  under  the  printing  (tflRi-e.  on  the  followintr  Saturtlajr, 
February  14th,  wbi-n  the  Twelve  were  appointed  and  ordaine«l.  and  the  conference 
adjourned  for  two  weeks." — "History  of  the  Organization  of  the  Seventies,"  by 
Jocq^b  Tooag,  Sen.  (1878)  pp.  1»  2. 
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affecting  prayer,  the  brethren  who  went  to  Zion  [in  Zion's  eampj  were 
requested  to  take  their  seats  together  in  a  part  of  the  house  by  them* 
selves. 

PMndent  Smith  then  stated  that  the  meetiag  had  been  called,  be- 
cause God  had  eomnumded  it;  and  it  was  made  known  to  him  bj 
vision*  and  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  then  gave  a  relation  of  some  of 
the  eurenmstanoes  attending  ns  while  joameTing  to  Zion— i>nr  trials, 
snfflerings;  and  said  God  had  not  designed  all  this  for  nothing,  but  He 
had  it  in  rsmebranoe  yet;t  and  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  thoee  who 
went  to  Zion,  with  a  determination  to  lay  down  their  lives,  if  nesossaiy, 
should  be  ordained  to  the  ministry,  and  go  forth  to  prune  the  vineyard 
for  the  last  time,  or  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  whioh  was  nigh — even 
fifty-six  years  should  wind  up  the  scene. 

The  President  also  said  many  thing;  such  as  the  weak  things,  even 
the  smallest  and  weakest  amonf^  us,  shall  be  powerful  and  raierhty.  and 
great  things  shall  be  aeooiiiplisluHl  by  you  from  this  hour;  and  you 
shall  beg-in  to  feel  the  whisperings  of  the  Spirit  of  God;  and  the  work 
of  God  shall  begin  to  break  forth  from  this  time;  and  you  shall  be  en- 
dowed with  powt  r  from  on  high. 

President  then  called  up  all  those  who  went  to  Zion,  if  they  were 
agreed  with  him  in  the  statement  which  he  had  made,  to  arise;  and 
they  all  arose  and  stood  upon  their  feet. 

He  then  called  npon  the  remainder  of  the  congregation,  to  know  if 
they  also  sanctioned  the  move,  and  they  all  raised  their  right  hand. 

•This  vision,  in  which  tho  Prophet  evidently  snw  the  order  of  the  Chnrch  organ- 
isation, is  Heveral  times  aliuded  to  by  him.  By  refereore  to  the  note  ou  page  l6l  it  wiJl 
bt <»baeiT«d  that  Pmldent  Smith  there  refers  to  the  Tiaion  in  suoh  a  manner  as  to  laad 
oii«tob«li«Ttt  that  be  saw  that  Brlgbam  Tooag  would  be  one  of  the  Twelve,  and  Joeeph 
Young  President  of  the  Seventies.  He  also  refers  to  this  vision  in  the  revelation 
which  appears  in  ehapter  xiv;  (  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  sec.  cvii,  'XlL  Describing 
the  order  of  the  Seventies,  be  says:  '*And  it  is  according  to  the  vision,  showing  the 
order  of  the  Swmty,  that  there  shall  be  aoTen  Preeldenta  to  preelde  oror  theB, 
chosen  out  of  the  naoiber  of  the  St  venty."  It  was  doubtless  In  thia  Tiakm  alM 
that  the  Prophet  aaw  the  manner  in  whieh  the  Twelve  ahoold  he  ehoeen. 

tBlder  Joseph  Tonng  labts  "Hlttoryof  theOrgaalsatloiiof  the  Beventle*/'  (p««e 

14^  -^nys  thftt  the  folluwinir  sentiment  was  delivered  }>y  the  Prophet  Joseph  Sinith 
iu  tin  address  to  the  Kiders  assembled  in  Kirtland  soon  after  the  Seventies  were  or- 
ganised: "Brethren,  some  of  you  are  angry  with  me,  because  you  did  not  fight  in 
Mlsaoorl;  but  let  me  tell  you,  Ood  did  not  want  yon  to  light.  Be  eoold  not  orgaa- 
iae  His  klnjBTdom  with  twelve  men  to  open  the  Gospel  door  to  the  nation.^  of  the 
earth,  and  with  seventy  men  un<ler  their  direction  to  follow  in  their  tracks,  unless 
He  took  them  from  a  body  of  men  who  had  offered  their  lives,  and  wlio  had  made 
as  great  a  saerUce  as  did  Abraham.  Mow  the  Lord  has  got  His  Twelve  and  HIa 
Sevea^,  and  there  will  be  other  quorums  of  Seventies  called,  who  will  make  tha 
sRcriflre.  and  those  wli'i  have  not  made  their  saoriflees  and  their  offerlBgs  noWf 
wiil  make  them  hereafter." 
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The  names  of  tiiose  who  went  to  Zion  in  the  camp  are  as  follows:* 


Hazen  Aldrich, 

Alonzo  ChampHn, 

Joseph  S.  Allen, 

Jacob  Chapman, 

Isaac  Allred, 

William  Cherry, 

James  Allred, 

John  H.  Chidester, 

ICaitin  Allred, 

Alden  Childs, 

HUo  AndroSr 

Nathaniel  Childs, 

Sokmion  Aogel, 

Stephen  Childs, 

Allen  A.  ATery, 

Albert  Clements, 

AlmoaW.  Babbitt, 

Thomas  Colbom, 

Alexander  Badlam, 

Alanson  Colby, 

Samuel  Baker, 

Zera  S.  Cole, 

Nathan  Bennett  Baldwin, 

Zebedee  Coltrin, 

Elam  Barber, 

Libeus  T.  Coon, 

Israel  Barlow, 

Horace  Cowan, 

Loren/o  D.  Barnes, 

Lyman  Curtis, 

Gdson  Barney, 

Meeiiam  Curtis, 

Ro\*al  Barney, 

Solomon  W.  Denton, 

Henry  Buuner, 

Peter  DofT, 

Samuel  Bent, 

David  D.  Dort. 

Iliram  Backniau, 

John  Duncan, 

Lorenzo  Booth, 

James  Dunn. 

George  W.  Brooke, 

Philemon  Dusette, 

Albert  Brown, 

Philip  Ettleman, 

Hany  Brown, 

Bradford  W.  Elliott, 

Baauel  Brown, 

David  Elliott, 

John  Brownell, 

David  Evans, 

Peter  Bnobanan, 

Asa  Field, 

Alden  Burdiek, 

Edmund  Fisher, 

Harrison  BuigeBB, 

Alfred  Fisk, 

David  Byur, 

He/ekiah  Fiuk, 

William  F.  Cahoon, 

Elijah  Fordbam, 

John  Carpenter, 

Georpre  Ford  ham. 

John  S.  Cartt  r. 

Frederiek  Forney, 

Daniel  Cathcart, 

John  Fossett, 

Solon  Foster, 

James  Foster, 

Jacolj  (Jates, 

William  S.  Ivie, 

Benjamin  Gilford, 

William  Jessop, 

•  A  full  list  of  iliosc  \vhi>  vt  nt  up  in  7/um,  inoluding  women  and  children,  i.n  here 
published  in  place  of  the  partial  hat  heretofore  published  in  the  History  of  Joseph 
Sfldih  in  th*  MitUtmUti  Star,  voloaie  xv,  page  20S. 
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Levi  Giflford, 
Sherman  Gilbert, 
Tru  Glidden, 
Dean  C.  Gould, 
Jedt'diah  M.  Grant, 
AddisuD  Green, 
Miefaael  Oriffith, 
Everett  QrUwold, 
Elisha  GroTee, 
Joseph  Hancock, 
Levi  W.  Hancock, 
Joseph  Harmon, 
Henry  Herriman, 
Martin  Harris, 
Joseph  Hartshorn, 
Thomas  lluyt'S, 
Nelson  lli^'trins, 
Seth  Hitchcock, 
Amos  Hogers, 
Chandler  Holbrook, 
Joseph  Holbrook, 
Milton  Holmes, 
Osmon  Houifhton, 
Marshal  Hubbard, 
Solomon  Humphrey, 
Joseph  Huntsman, 
John  Hustin, 
Elias  Hntehins, 
Heman  T.  Hyde, 
Orson  Hyde. 
Warren  S.  Ingalls, 
Edwanl  I  vie, 
James  R.  Ivie, 
John  A.  Ivie, 
David  W.  Patten, 
William  D.  Pratt, 
Leonard  Rich, 
Darwin  Richardson, 
Burr  RiggSf 
Harpin  Riggs, 
Nathaniel  Riggs, 
Milcher  Riley, 
Alanson  Ripley, 


Luke  S.  Johnson, 
Lyman  K.  J«>hn80D, 
Noah  Johnson, 
Seth  J«»hiison, 
Isaac  Joni  s, 
Levi  Jones, 
Charles  Kelley, 
Heber  C.  Kimball, 
Samuel  Kingsley, 
Dennis  Lake, 
Jesse  B.  Lawson, 
L.  S.  Lewis, 
Jofiiah  Littlefield, 
Lyman  0.  Littlefield, 
Waldo  Littlefield, 
AniasH  M.  Lyman, 
Moses  Martin, 
Edward  W.  Marvin, 
Reuben  Mc Bride, 
Robert  Mcl'ord. 
Eleazer  Miller, 
John  Miller, 
Justin  Morse, 
John  Murdock, 
Freeman  Nickerson, 
Levi  S.  Nickerson, 
Uriah  C.  Nickerson, 

Joseph  Nicholas, 

Joseph  B.  Noble, 

Ur.  North, 

Hoprer  Orton, 

John  D.  Parker, 

Warren  Parrish, 

Orson  Pratt, 

Parley  P.  Pratt, 
Charles  C.  Rich, 
Samuel  Thompson, 
Wm.  P.  Tippetts, 
Tinney  Thomas, 
Nelson  Tribbs, 
Joel  Vaughn, 
5>;ilmoii  Warner, 
WUliam  Weden, 
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Lewis  Bobbias, 
Enwtiis  Rndd, 
William  Henry  Sagen, 
Wilkins  Jenkins  Salisbury, 
Henry  Sherman, 
Lyman  Sherman, 
Henry  Sbibley, 
Cyms  SmalliDSf, 
Avery  Smith, 
George  A.  Smitbi 
Hyrum  Smith, 
Jackson  Smith, 
Zechariah  B.  Smith, 
Joseph  Smitli. 
Lyman  Smith, 
Sylvester  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
Willard  Snow, 
Harvey  Stanley, 
Hymm  Stratton, 
Zerubbabel  Snow, 
Daniel  Stephens, 


Elias  Stronir, 
John  Joshna  Tanner, 
Ezra  Thayer, 
Nathan  Tanner, 
James  L.  Thompson. 
Elias  Wells, 
Alexander  Whitesides, 
Andrew  W.  WhiUock, 
Lyman  Wight, 
Eber  Wilcox, 
Sylvester  B.  Wilkinson, 
Frederick  O.  Williams, 
Alonzo  WiiK-iiester, 
Benjamin  Winchester, 

Luptou  Winchester, 

Alvin  Winegar, 

Samoel  Winegar, 

Hiram  Winter, 

Henry  Wissmiller. 

Wilford  Woodruff, 

Brigham  Yonnfr, 

Joseph  Yoang*. 


WOMEN  IN  ZION'S  CAMP. 


Charlotte  Alvord, 
Sophronia  Curtis. 
Mary  Snow  Gates, 
Nancy  Lambson  Holbrook, 
Betsy  Parrish, 
Ada  Clements. 


Mary  Chid  ester, 
Diana  Drake, 
Eunice  Holbrook, 
Mrs.  Houghton, 
 Ripley, 


CHILDREN  m  2I0N*8  CAMP. 

Diana  Ilulbrook,  ilanghter  of  Chandler  Holbrook, 
Sarah  Lucrttia  Holbrook,  daughter  of  Joseph  Holbrook, 
Charlotte  Holbrook,  daughter  of  Joseph  Holbrook, 

 ,  daughter  of  Alvin  Winegar, 

Sarah  Pulsipher,  daughter  of  Zera  Pubipher, 
John  P.  Chidester,  son  of  John  M.  Chidester, 
Enniee  Chidester,  daughter  of  John  M.  Chidester. 

President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  after  making;  many  remarks  on  the 
subject  of  choosintr  the  Twelve,  wanted  ati  e\pre.s>ion  from  the  hietliren, 
if  they  would  be  satisOed  to  have  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  dictate  in  the 
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•elioioe  of  the  IBlden  to  be  Apoatlat;  whoreapoa  all  the  Eldon  pretont 
•ezprened  their  aiudons  desive  to  have  it  so. 

A  hymn  was  then  enn^,  "Hark,  listen  tothetminpeten.**  *  VnmdmBt 
Hyrmn  Smith  prayed,  and  meeting  was  dismissed  for  one  hoar. 

Assembled  pnrsaant  to  adjournment,  and  oommeneed  with  prayer. 
President  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  said  that  the  first  business  ot  the  meet' 
ing  was,  for  the  Three  Witnesses  t  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  to  pray,  eaeh 
*  The  bTmii  wm  paeallaHf  sallMl  lo  ths  oeeuloa.  Boom  oC  tlis  itaasM  follow: 

"Hark!  listen  to  the  tnunpeten! 

They  sound  for  volunteers;  * 
On  Zion's  dri^ht  and  flowezj  BKmnt 

Behold  the  otlictTs. 

''Their  horses  white,  their  armor  bright. 
With  coamge  bold  they  stand, 

Ealtottng  Mldten  for  their  kiac. 
To  mareh  to  Zlon*o  land. 


**We  waatBoeownnis  in  ourbaade. 

Who  will  ourcolorx  ri\  : 
We  call  for  valiant-hearted  men, 
Who're  not  afraid  to  die. 

'*To  see  our  armies  on  parade, 

How  nartlal  tiiey  appearl 
All  armed  and  dreooed  In  anlfonn, 

They  looli  lilce  bmb  of  war. 

*'They  follow  their  grreat  Oeaotal, 

The  great  Eternal  Lamb — 
His  garments  stained  in  bis  own  Diood — 

KInff  Josoi  li  Bit  name." 

tit  wao  made  known  to  tiio  Prophet  and  OUrer  Cowdeiy  aa  eaily  ao  Jano*  Un, 
that  there  would  be  Twelro  Apuetlee  ehoeon  In  this  dispensatloa.    In  tiiat  revdar 

tlon,  (Do<"triiH>  nndCovcnantu,  sec.  wiii:  the  Lord,  addres«iintr  Oliver  Cowdery 
and  David  Wbitmer,  suid:  "And  now,  behold,  1  give  unto  you  Oliver  Cowdery,  and 
also  nnto  Dsvld  Whltmer,  that  you  shall  sesrch  oat  the  Twelre,  who  shall  hava  ttie 
deslrea  of  whieh  I  haTO  spoken."  That  Is,  desires  to  take  apon  them  tte  aamo  ot 
Jesus  Christ  with  full  purpose  of  heart.  It  will  be  nbs<>rved  thnt  in  this  revela- 
tion only  two  of  the  Throe  Witnesses  are  named,  yet  Murtni  Harri*  wan  asHo<'iate<l 
with  biM  fellow  WitneiitieH  in  choosing  and  ordaining  the  Twelve  Apostles.  1  think 
It  wee  designed  from  the  flrst  that  the  Three  Witnesses  shonld  ehoose  the  Twehro 
Special  Witnesses  of  the  name  and  mission  <.r  the  Lord  JeSttS  Chlist— the  TwalTe 
Apostlfs;  but  at  the  tinif  thf  rfvclution  of  June,  1829,  was  given,  mnkini;  known 
that  Twelve  Apostles  would  be  called,  and  designating  Oliver  Cowdery  end 
OoTld  Whltmer  as  the  ones  to  ehoose  then,  Martbi  Henrls  wao  out  of  faror 
with  the  Lord,  and  I  snimest  that  It  waa  for  that  leaoon  doobUess  that 
his  name  was  nmltt«'d  nt  that  tloM.  The  evid«'nce  that  Mnrtin  Harris 
was  wavering  about  that  time  in  bin  adherence  to  the  I*rophet  and  the  work 
•of  Qod  is  found  in  l>octrine  and  Covenants,  sec.  xix,  given  in  the  montb  of  June, 
1829;  in  whIeh  roTolatlon  Martia  Harris  Is  sharply  reprored  for  oneh  wsfarlng ;  for  hit 
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ODe,  aud  then  proceed  to  choose  twelve  men  from  the  Church,  as 
Apostles,  to  go  to  all  nations,  kindreds,  tongues,  and  people. 

The  Thm  Witnawes,  tiz,,  OKver  Cowdery,  David  Whitmer,  and 
Xartin  Harrb,  united  in  prayer. 

These  Three  Witneeees  were  then  blessed  by  the  laying  on  of  the 
hnods  of  the  Ptreeideney.. 

The  Witnesses  then,  aooording  to  a  former  oomnandmenty  proceeded 
to  Bake  ehoioe  of  the  Twehe.  Their  names  ars  as  follows: 

1.  Lyman  B.  Johnson,  7.  William  B.  H'Lellin, 

2.  Brigham  Young,  8.  John  F.  Boynton, 

3.  Heber  C.  Kimball,  9.  Orson  PMitt, 

4.  Orson  Hyde,  10.  WiUiam  Smith, 

5.  David  W.  Patten,  11.  Thomas  B.  Marsh, 

6.  Luke  8.  Johnson,  12.  Farley  P.  Pratt. 

Lyman  B.  Johnson,  Brigham  Young  and  Heber  C.  Kimball  came  for- 
ward; and  the  Three  Witnesses  laid  their  hands  upon  eaeh  one*s  head 
and  prayed,  separately.  * 

covetoaKDesa;  for  hesitatiug  to  Uiiiposeof  bis  laud  to  meet  the  obligations  entered 
teto  with  the  printor.  He  to  eomiiiaad«d  to  rapent  of  all  thoM  things,  which ,  happily 
h»  did;  but  evidently  not  heton  the  reralatkm  coDceming  the  ehoostsg  of  the 
Twelve  (Doctrine  and  Covenants.  Hec.  xvlli)  vran  ffiven,  for  which  reason  doubtl«'«<s 
hia  name  is  not  there  associated  with  those  of  his  fellow  WituestieN  when  they  were 
designated  to  ehoose  the  Twelve  Apostles.  As  already  stated,  however,  in  the 
▼toioB  la  whtoh  tfie  Prophet  Joseph  saw  mora  perfeetlj  the  orgaalsattoii  of  the 
Cbweh,  and  the  manner  iu  which  the  Twelve  were  to  be  chosen,  he  undoubtedly 
learned  that  it  was  in  harmony  with  the  order  of  thiiisrs  that  the  Three  Witnenses 
should  choose  the  Twelve  Special  WitneH^ea,  and  hence  appointed  Martin  Harris 
to  aMtot  Olhrer  Oowdery  noA  fHvid  Whitmer  In  ehooslng  the  Apostles. 

A  word,  by  tlie  way,  in  relatiOB  to  the  appropriateness  of  the  Three  Witnesses 
ch'><)-<iniar  the  Twelve.  In  the  revelation  dcflninji;  the  speeiiil  enlliti^  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  it  is  written:  "The  Twelve  traveling  counselors  are  called  to  be  the  Twelve 
Apostles,  or  epeslal  wttnesses  of  the  neine  of  Christ  In  ail  the  worid ;  thus  differing 
froB  other  olBeere  In  tiie  Churah  in  the  dnties  of  their  ealliog.  (Uoetrine  end  Oe^- 
enants,  sec.  cvii:  23).  From  this  It  api><  :ir«<  that  tbe*;)cria/  cnlllnRof  the  Twelve 
Is  to  be  Witnesses  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  all  the  world:  hence  it  was  preeml- 
aently  proper  that  these  Twelve  Witnesses  should  be  chosen  by  the  Three  very  spe- 
eiel  Witnesies  witnesses  of  flie  Book  of  Uormon  in  partieiilar,  end  of  God's  mar- 
▼eloss  worit  in  geaonl. 

*  Ifneh  intoreet  has  been  nanifested  in  the  Chnreh  eoneeming  who  was  month  in 
Ofdalning  nspectivelv  the  brethren  of  the  first  Twelve.   Most  likely  the  Three  Wtt- 

iir.<(Hf.<i  who  ordnined  the  Apostles  were  mouth  in  the  onlrr  in  which  th»  y  liave  always 
Stood  as  Witnesses,  viz.,  Oliver  Cowdery  first,  David  Whitmer  second,  nnd  Martin 
Banrla  thlid.  If  Hk&j  oOelBtsd  in  thto  order  then  OliTer  Cowdery  ordained  Lyman  E. 
JobBMB;  l>aTid  Whitmer,  Brigfaam  Tonng;  and  Martin  Harris,  Heber  C.  Kimball. 

It  has  been  suptrested  by  some  that  the  Prophet  Joseph  ni:ty  have  joined  the  Three 
Witnesses  in  ordaining  the  Twelve,  ftn<l  in  that  event  would  be  mouth  lirst.  and 
therefore  ordained  Lyman  E.  Johnson,  leaving  Oliver  Cowdery  to  onlaiu  Brigham 
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The  blcssinp  of  Lyaian  E.  Johnson  was,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
that  he  should  bear  the  tidinj^s  of  t-al /ation  to  nations,  toiijjrues.  and 
people,  until  the  utmost  corners  of  the  earth  shall  hear  the  tidin^'s;  and 
that  he  shall  be  a  witness  of  the  thinj^s  of  God  to  nations  and  tongues, 
and  that  holy  an^fels  shall  administer  to  him  occa-sioually ;  and  that  no 
power  of  the  enemy  shall  prevent  him  from  going  forth  and  doinif  the 
work  of  the  Lord;  and  that  he  shall  live  until  the  gathering  it  aoooair 
plished,  aooordinff  to  the  holy  prophets ;  and  be  ahaU  be  like  unto  Bnoeb; 
and  bia  faith  shall  be  like  nnto  bis;  and  be  shall  be  ealled  gieat  amonr 
all  the  livinir;  and  Satan  shall  tremble  before  him;  and  he  shall  see 
the  Savior  some  and  stand  upon  the  earth  with  power  and  great  gUny. 

The  blessing  of  Brigfaam  Toong  was,  that  be  sboold  be  strongin  body, 
that  he  miRht  go  forth  and  gather  the  elect,  preparatory  to  the  great 
day  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord;  and  that  he  might  be  strong  and  mighty, 
declaring  the  tidings  to  nations  that  know  not  Chid;  that  be  may  add  ten 
talents;  that  he  may  come  to  Zion  with  many  sheaves.  He  shall  go 
forth  from  land  to  land  and  from  sea  to  sea;  and  shall  behold  heavenly 
messengers  going  forth;  and  his  life  sludi  be  prolonged;  and  the  Holy 

Young,  David  Whitmer,  Ucber  C.  Kimball.  This,  however,  is  not  likely  aince  but 
three  of  tlroae  who  had  bora  ehoMn  wore  eoUod  tip  at  Iht  above  aaoetlaf  to  ho  or- 
dained, one  for  each  Witness.  Besides,  the  express  language  of  the  minutes  of  the 

prm-eedinps  if,  "The  Thre*-  Witnessps  laid  their  hands  upon  each  one's  hf  i\<l  an<l 
prayed  separately;"  that  is  each  ordained  his  man.  The  statement  of  Ueber  C* 
Kimball  In  the  published  extracts  of  his  Journal,  also  eoBflrms  tUs  Tlaw  ^  Ih* 
matter.  AfterglTlagthoiiaaioaof  thoTwolTomenehoaoiihoaayo:  ^'AftHrhavfag 

expressed  our  feelioK'^*  on  this  occasion,  we  were  severally  called  into  the  stand,  and 
there  receive<l  our  ordinations,  under  the  hands  of  (f  liver  Coirdery,  David  Whitmer, 
and  Martin  Harris.  These  brethren  ordained  us  to  the  Apostleship,  And  predicted 
many  thinffs  whieh  should  eomo  to  paaa,  that  wo  ohoold  hoTo  power  to  heal  ttio 
sick,  east  out  deviLs,  rai^e  the  dead,  i^ive  sight  to  the  blind,  hare  power  to  removo 
mountains,  and  all  thiiiir<  >*hiin!<l  be  .suh  j<  ct  t<>  uh  throuijh  the  nameofjenus  Christ, 
and  angels  should  minister  unto  us,  and  many  more  things,  too  numerous  to  men- 
tioB."  Ho  also  adds  the  followlag  InterettlBg  itom  wiUi  refeveneo  to  the  ordinations 
of  that  day:  "After  we  [referring  to  the  first  three  called  up  to  reoelTO 
onliiiati'>nl  had  been  thus  ordained  by  tbcso  )«rethren,  the  First  I'residency 
laid  their  hands  on  us,  and  contirraed  these  blessings  and  ordinations,  and  like- 
wise predicted  many  things  which  should  come  to  pass."  (TVinm  ond  ^m«mm» 
vol.  t1,  i>.  888).  While  these  statenento  make  it  very  dear  thakthe  Prophet  Joseph 
ilid  not  join  with  the  Three  Witnesses  in  ordaining  the  Apostles — except  in  the  way 
of  couflriuint;  the  ordination  they  reci-ived  from  the  WitnesseM.  as  de««i'ribed  by  Elder 
Kimball — the  minutes  oC  the  meetiug  held  February  2ist,  at  which  l^arley  P. 

Pratt  was  ordataied,  state  ihst  he  was  ^'ordained  one  of  the  TweWe  by  President 

Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  David  Whitmer,  and  Oliver  Cowdery."  Martin  Harris  must 
hflv»'  absent,  and  the  Prophet  evidently  joined  Oliver  Cowiiery  and  David 

Wliitmer  on  that  occasion  because  of  the  absence  of  liurris;  but  whether  or  not  tho 
Prophet  was  month  on  that  oceasion  does  not  appear  In  the  mlnnles  or  in  Elder 
Pratt's  satoblography. 
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Priesthood  is  conferred  on  him,  that  he  may  do  wonders  in  the  name  of 
Jesus;  that  he  may  cast  out  devils,  heal  the  sick,  raise  the  dead,  open 
the  eyes  of  the  blind,  go  forth  from  land  to  land  and  from  sea  to  sea; 
and  that  heathen  nations  shall  even  call  him  Qod  himself,  if  he  do  not 

rebuke  them. 

Heber  C.  Kinihall's  blessinp  was,  in  substance,  that  he  shall  be  made 
like  unto  those  who  have  been  blessed  before  him;  and  be  favored  with 
the  same  ble.ssint:.  Thai  lie  might  receive  visions;  the  ministration  of 
anfjels,  and  hear  tlit  ir  \  ()i<'e;  and  even  come  into  the  i)resence  of  God; 
that  many  millions  may  be  converted  by  his  instrumentality ;  thnt  antrels 
may  waft  him  from  place  to  place,  and  that  he  may  stand  uuto  the 
«oming  of  oar  Lord,  and  receive  a  crown  in  the  Kingdom  of  our  God; 
that  he  be  made  acquainted  with  the  day  when  CSirist  shall  oome;  that 
he  shall  be  made  perfeet  in  faith;  and  that  the  deaf  shall  hear,  the  hme 
aball  walk,  the  blind  shall  see,  and  greater  things  than  these  shall  he  do; 
that  he  shall  hare  boldness  of  speeeh  before  the  nations,  and  great 
power. 

A  hymn  was  then  sudr,  ''Glorioas  things  of  thee  are  spoken,''  etc.; 
and  the  congregation  was  dismissed  by  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jan. 

Sundatfj  February  15, — ^The  oongregation  again  as- 
sembled* 

President  Cowdery  made  some  observations  upon  the 
nature  of  the  meeting,  calling  upon  the  Lord  for  His  assist- 
ance; after  which  u  number  of  certificates  from  brethren 
that  had  recently  returned  from  Zion  were  read  and  ac- 
cepted. 

-  President  Cowdery  then  called  forward  Orson  Hyde, 
David  W.  Patten  and  Luke  Johnson,  and  proceeded  to 
their  ordinations  and  blessings. 

Orson  Hyd«''s  Blessing: — Oliver  Cowdery  called  upon  the  Lord  to  smile 
upon  him;  that  iiis  faith  be  made  perfect,  and  that  the  blessinps  pro- 
nounced may  be  realized;  that  he  be  made  mi|fhty,  and  be  endued  with 
powers  from  on  hij^h,  and  y^o  loi  th  to  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  proelaim 
the  Gospel,  that  he  may  t  srapc  all  the  pollutions  of  the  world;  that  the 
angels  shall  uphold  him;  and  that  he  shall  go  forth  according  to  the  com- 
mandment, both  to  Jew  and  Gentile,  and  to  all  nations,  kingdoms  and 
tongues;  that  all  who  bear  his  Toiee  shall  acknowledge  him  to  be  a  ser- 
tmak  of  Gk)d;  that  h«  shall  be  equal  with  his  brethren  in  holding  the  koys 
of  the  kingdom;  that  he  may  stand  on  the  earth  and  bring  aonls  till 
Christ  eomes.  We  know  that  he  lores  Thee,  O,  Loid,  and  miQr  this  Thy 
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lenrant  be  able  to  walk  throncb  pestilenee  and  not  be  harmed;  and  tlie 
powers  of  darknew  have  no  aaeendeney  oyer  him;  may  be  baTo  power 
to  smite  the  earth  with  pestilence;  to  divide  waters,  and  lead  thnragh 
the  Saints;  may  he  go  from  land  to  land,  and  from  sea  to  sea,  and  magr 
he  be  like  one  of  the  three  Nephites. 

David  W.  Patten*s  Blessing z—O  Ood,  give  this  Thy  servant,  a  knowl* 
edge  of  Thy  will;  may  he  be  like  one  of  old,  who  bors  testimony  off 
Jesus;  may  he  be  a  new  man  from  this  day  forth.  He  shall  be  eqnal 
with  his  brethren,  the  Twelve,  and  have  the  qnalifleations  of  the  prophets 
befors  him.  May  his  body  be  strong  and  never  be  weary ;  may  he  walk 
and  not  faint.  May  he  have  power  over  all  diseases,  and  faith  according 
to  his  desires;  may  the  heavens  be  opened  upon  him  speedily;  that  he 
niny  bonr  testimony  from  knowledge;  that  he  may  go  to  nnttftn>«  and 
isles  afar  otT.  May  he  have  a  knowledge  of  the  things  of  the  Kingdom^ 
from  the  Ix'^rinning,  and  he  able  to  tear  down  priesti-raft  like  a  lion. 
M;iy  he  have  power  lo  stnite  his  enemies  before  him.  with  utter  destruc- 
tion. May  he  eontinue  till  the  Lord  comes.  0  Father,  we  seal  these 
blessing  upon  him.    Even  so.  Amen. 

Lnke  8.  Johnson's  Blessing: — Our  Father  in  heaven,  look  down  in 
mercy  upon  us,  and  upon  this  Thy  servant,  whom  we  ordain  to  the 
ministry  of  the  Twelve.  He  shall  be  prepared  and  preserved,  and  be 
like  those  we  have  blessed  before  him.  The  nations  shall  tremble  before 
him.  He  shall  hear  the  voice  of  God;  he  shall  comfort  the  hearts  of  the 
Saints  always.  The  angels  shall  bear  him  up  till  he  shall  finish  his 
ministr}'.  He  shall  be  delivered,  and  eome  forth  with  Israel.  He  shall 
bear  testimony  to  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  hold  communion  with  the 
Father,  with  the  Son,  and  with  the  general  assembly  and  Church  of  the 
first-born.  If  east  into  prison,  he  shall  be  able  to  comfort  the  hearts  of 
his  comrades.  His  tongue  shall  be  loosed,  and  he  shall  have  power  to 
lead  many  to  ZioD,  and  sit  down  with  them;  the  Ancient  of  Diqra  shall 
prononnee  this  blessing,  that  he  baa  been  faithful;  he  shall  have 
strength,  wisdom,  and  power;  he  shall  go  among  the  eovenant  people 
and  speak  all  their  tongues  where  he  shall  go.  All  these  blessings  we 
eonfirm  upon  him  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 

William  E.  M'Lelliu's  Blessing:  In  the  name  of  the  Lord,  wisdom 
and  intelligence  shall  be  poured  out  upon  him.  to  enable  him  to  perform 
the  great  work  that  is  inoumbent  upon  him;  that  he  maybe  spared  until 
the  Saints  are  gathered;  that  he  may  stand  before  kings  and  mlers  to 
iMar  testimony,  and  be  upheld  by  holy  angels;  and  the  nations  of  the 
earth  shall  aoknowledge  that  God  has  sent  him;  he  shall  have  power  to 
overeome  his  enemies;  and  his  life  shall  be  spared  in  the  midst  of  pesti- 
lence and  destruction,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  enemies.  He  shall  be  » 
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princf  and  a  savior  to  God's  people.  The  temptn-  shall  not  overcome 
him,  nor  his  enemies  prevail  ai:ainst  liitn:  tin*  heavens  shall  o|tened 
unto  him,  as  unto  men  iu  days  of  old.  lie  shall  be  mifrhty  in  the  hands 
of  God,  and  shall  ooDvince  thousands  that  God  has  sent  him;  and  his 
days  may  be  proloDged  until  the  ooming  of  the  Son  <tf  Ifan.  He  shall 
be  wafted  m  on  eagles*  wings,  from  oonntry  toooontry,  and  from  people 
to  people;  and  be  able  to  do  wonders  in  the  midrt  of  this  generation. 
Even  BO.  Amen. 

John  F.  Boynton's  Blessing: — Thou  hast  prevailed,  and  thou  shalt 
prevail,  and  thou  shalt  declare  the  Gospel  unto  many  nations.  Thou 
shalt  be  made  mighty  before  God;  and  altfaongii  thou  dialt  be  cast  oat 
from  the  faee  of  men,  yet  thon  shalt  have  power  to  prevail.  Then  shalt 
lead  the  eleet  triamphantly  to  the  places  of  refuge;  thou  shalt  be  like 
the  bretheren  who  have  been  blessed  before  thee.  Thou  shalt  stand  in 
that  day  of  ealamity  when  the  wicked  shall  be  consumed,  and  present 
unto  the  Father,  ^oiless,  the  fruits  of  thy  labor.  Thou  shalt  overcome 
all  the  evils  that  are  in  the  world  ;  thou  shalt  have  wbdom  to  put  to  si- 
lence all  the  wisdom  of  the  wise;  and  thou  shalt  see  the  face  of  thy  Re- 
deemer in  the  flesh.  These  blessings  are  pronounced  and  sealed  upon 
thee.   Even  so.  Amen. 

HVilliam  Smithes  Blessing: — ^We  pray  that  he  may  be  purified  in  heart; 
that  he  may  have  communion  with  God;  ihat  he  may  be  equal  with  his 
brethren  in  holding  the  keys  of  this  ministry;  that  he  may  be  kept  and 
be  instrumental  in  leading  brael  forth,  that  he  may  be  delivered  from 
the  hands  of  th3se  who  seek  to  destroy  him;  that  he  may  be  enabled  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  nations  that  Jesus  lives;  that  he  may  stand  in  the 
midst  of  pestilence  and  destruction.  He  shall  be  mighty  in  the  hands 
of  God,  in  bringing  about  the  restoration  of  Israel.  The  nations  shall 
rejoice  at  the  greatness  of  the  gifts  which  God  has  bestowed  upon  him: 
that  his  tongue  shall  be  loosed;  he  shall  have  power  to  lio  frreat  things 
in  the  name  of  Jesus.  He  shall  be  preserved,  and  remain  on  the  earth, 
until  Christ  shall  come  to  take  vengeance  on  the  wicked.  Adjourned. 

Kirtlamd,  Fthnuny  2M,  1S35:  Pursuant  to  adjournment,  a  meeting 
of  the  Church  was  held;  and  after  prayer  by  President  David  Whitmer, 
and  a  short  adress  by  President  Oliver  Cowdery  to  the  congregation. 

Elder  Parley  P.  Pratt  was  called  to  the  stand,  and  ordained  one  of  the 
Twelve,  by  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  David  Whitmer,  and  Oliver 
Ck>wdeiy.    0  Tiord,  smile  from  heaven  upon  this  thy  servant;  forgive 

his  sins,  sanctify  his  heart,  and  prepare  him  to  receive  the  blessing.  In- 
crease his  love  for  Thee  and  for  Thy  eause;  increase  his  intelligence; 
communicate  to  him  all  that  wisdom,  that  j>ru(lenco,  and  that  under- 
Standing,  which  he  needs  as  a  minister  of  righteousness  and  to  magnify 
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the  ApoiUethip  whereanto  he  is  eaUed.  If  ay  ft  double  pontkm  of  that 
Spirit  whioh  was  eommuiiieated  to  the  dieoiplee  of  onr  liord  and  Smav 
to  lead  them  vnto  all  troth,  rest  down  upon  him,  and  gowitkhim  whara 
he  goes,  that  nothing  thai)  preyai)  against  him,  that  he  may  bedeliverad 
from  prisons,  frmn  the  power  of  his  enemies,  and  fktun  the  adversaiyof 
all  righteousness.  May  he  be  able  to  mount  upon  wing^s  as  an  eagtet 
to  run  and  not  be  weary,  to  walk  and  not  faint:  may  he  have  jrreat  wis- 
dom and  intelli^rence,  and  be  able  to  lead  thine  elect  through  this  thorny 
maze.  Let  sickness  and  death  have  no  power  over  hira;  let  him  \>e 
equal  with  his  brethren  in  brinfjrin^  many  sons  and  daughters  to  g'lor^', 
and  many  nations  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Great  blessings  shall 
rest  upon  tliee:  thy  faith  shall  increase;  thou  shalt  have  great  p(jwer  to 
prevail.  The  veil  of  the  heavens  shall  be  rolled  up;  thou  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  gaze  within  it,  and  receive  instructions  from  on  high.  No  arm 
that  is  formed  and  lifted  against  thee  shall  prosper;  no  power  shall  pre- 
vail ;  for  then  shalt  have  power  with  God,  and  shall  proelaim  His  Gk>spel. 
Thou  wilt  be  afflieted,  bat  then  shalt  be  deli?ered,  and  eonqoer  all  thy 
foes.  Thine  oAee  shall  never  be  taken  from  thee;  thou  shalt  be  ealled 
great;  angels  shaU  oarry  thee  from  plaoe  to  plaee.  Thy  sins  at«  for- 
given, and  thy  name  written  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life.  Bven  so. 
Amen. 

Apostohc  Charge  given  by  Oliver  Cowdcry  to  Parley  P.  Pratt: 

I  am  aware,  dear  Brother,  that  the  mind  naturally  elalms  somo- 
thing  new;  bnt  the  same  thing  rehearsed  frequently  profits  ns.  You 
will  have  the  same  difflcuties  to  encounter  in  fulfilling  this  ministry, 
that  the  anoient  Apostle  had.  Vou  have  enlisted  in  a  cause  that 
requires  your  whole  attention;  you  ought,  therefore,  to  count 
the  cost;  and  to  bocotne  a  polished  shaft,  you  must  be  sensible, 
requires  the  labor  of  years;  and  your  station  re«iuires  a  perfect 
polish.  It  is  required  of  you  not  merely  to  travel  a  few  miles 
in  the  country,  but  in  distant  countries:  you  must  endure  much  labor, 
much  toil,  and  many  privations,  to  become  perfectly  jjolished.  Your 
calling  is  not  like  that  of  the  husbandman,  to  cultivate  a  stinted  portion 
of  the  planet  on  which  we  dwell,  and  when  heaven  has  given  the  former 
and  the  latter  rain,  and  mellow  autumn  ripened  his  fruit,  gathers  it  in, 
and  oongratnlates  himself  for  a  season  in  the  intermission  of  his  toils, 
while  he  antieipates  his  winter  evenings  of  relaxation  and  fire-side  en- 
joyments.  Bat,  dear  Brother,  it  is  far  otherwise  with  yon.  Year  labor 
mast  be  inoessant,  and  your  toil  great;  you  mast  go  forth  and  labor 
till  the  great  work  is  done.  It  will  require  a  series  of  years  to  aeeom- 
pUsh  it;  but  you  will  have  this  pleasing  consolation,  that  your  heavenly 
Father  requires  it;  the  field  is  His;  the  work  is  His;  and  He  will  not 
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<Mll7  tiheer  you,  animate  you,  and  buoy  you  up  in  your  pilgrimage,  in 
your  ardtioofl  toils;  but  when  year  work  is  done,  and  yoar  labor  over, 
He  will  take  yoa  mito  Himaelf.  But  before  tlile  oonsammatioii  of 
Toar  fefiohy,  bring  your  mind  to  bear  npon  what  will  be  imperionaly 
veqiured  of  jon  to  aeoomitiiah,  viz,,  the  great  work  that  lies  before 
3roa.  Coont  well  the  eoit.  Yon  have  read  of  the  pereeentions  and 
trialsof  aneient  davt.  Has  not  bitter  experienoe  tanght  yoa  that  they 
«fe  the  same  nowf  Ton  will  be  dragged  before  the  anthoritiee  for  the 
reli^on  you  profess;  and  it  were  better  not  to  set  ont»  than  to  start  and 
look  back,  or  shriok  when  dancrers  thicken  around  you,  or  appalling 
death  stares  yoa  in  the  faoe.  I  have  spoken  these  thingSt  dear  brother, 
because  I  have  seen  them  in  visions.  There  are  strong  dongeons  and 
frloomy  prisons  for  you.  These  should  not  appal  you.  Yon  must  be 
<*alled  a  good  or  a  liad  man.  The  aneieiits  passed  througli  the  same 
t'xperienee.  They  had  tliis  testimony — that  they  liad  .seen  the  Savior 
after  He  rose  from  the  dead.  You  must  bear  tlie  .same  testimony;  or 
your  mission,  your  labor,  your  toil,  will  be  in  vain.  Vou  must  bear 
the  same  testimony,  that  there  is  but  one  God,  one  Mediator;  he  that 
hath  seen  Him,  will  know  Him,  and  testify  of  Him.  Beware  of  pride; 
beware  of  evil;  shun  the  very  appearance  of  it;  for  the  time  is  eoming 
when,  if  yoa  do  not  give  heed  to  these  things,  yon  will  have  a  fall. 
Among  yonr  many  afflietions,  yon  will  have  many  blessings  also:  bnt 
yoa  mnst  pass  through  many  alBietions,  in  order  to  reeeive  the  glory 
that  ia  in  reserve  for  yon.  Ton  will  meet  thoasandsywho,  when  they  first 
eee  yon,  will  know  nothing  abont  salvation  by  Jeans  Christ;  you  shall 
eee  a  nation  bom  in  a  day.  A  great  work  lies  before  yon,  and  the  time 
18  near  when  yon  mnst  bid  farewell  to  yonr  native  land,  cro.'^s  the 
mighty  deep,  and  sound  the  tocsin  of  alarm  to  other  nations,  kindreds, 
tongues,  and  people.  Remember  that  all  yonr  hopes  of  deliverance 
from  dangler  and  from  death,  will  rest  upon  your  faithfulness  to  Ood; 
in  His  cause,  you  must  necessarily  ser\'e  Him  with  a  perfect  heart  aud 
a  willing  mind.  Avoid  .strife  and  vain  glory;  think  not  yourself  better 
lhan  your  brethren,  but  pray  for  them,  as  well  as  for  yourself;  and  if 
you  are  faithful,  great  will  be  your  blessings;  but  if  you  are  not,  your 
btewardship  will  be  taken  from  you,  and  another  appointed  in  your  stead. 

Elder  Pratt  gave  his  liand  to  President  Oliver  Cowdery,  and  said  he 
had  received  ordination,  aud  should  fulfill  the  ministry  according  to  the 
grace  given  him;  to  which  the  President  replied.  Go  forth,  and  angels 
shall  bear  thee  up;  and  then  shalt  eome  forth  at  the  last  day,  bringing 
many  with  thee. 
•Thomas  B.  Marsh  and  Orson  Pratt  were  absent  on  a  mission. 

Blder  Marsh  vstomed  to  Kirtland  on  the  25th  of  April,  and  Elder 
Orson  Pkatt  on  the  26th,  and  reeeived  their  ordinations  and  blessings, 
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which  are  recorded  in  this  placv,  in  ooonection  with  the  ordinatioiis  ftod 
blessings  of  their  brethren.* 

Thomas  B.  Marsh's  Blessing  by  President  Oliver  Cowdety. — Dmt 
Brother— Ton  are  to  be  a  minister  of  righteonsneas,  and  to  this  ministry 
and  apostleship  yon  are  now  to  be  ordained;  and  may  all  temporal  and 
splritnal  blessings  attend  yon.  Tonr  sins  are  forgiven  yon,  and  yon  aiw 
to  go  fbrth  and  preach  the  everlasting  Gospel.  Ton  shall  travel  from 
kingdom  to  kiDgdom  and  from  nation  to  nation.  Angels  shnl)  beartkee 
np,  and  thou  shalt  be  instrumental  in  bringing  thousands  of  the  r^* 
deemed  of  the  Lord  to  Zion.  Sealed  by  President  David  Whitmer. 
Even  so.  Amen. 

Orson  Pratt's  Blessing. — Dear  brother — You  are  ehosen  and  set  apart, 
to  be  ordained  to  this  apostleship  and  this  ministry;  you  shall  f?o  forth 
and  preaeh  the  Gospel,  and  do  a  mighty  work.  You  shall  V»e  sus- 
tained; the  Holy  Spirit  shall  enlighten  thy  mind;  thou  shalt  travel  from 
nation  to  nation;  the  Lord  God  shall  preserve  thee,  and  return  thee 
safe,  with  songs  of  everlasting  joy  upon  thy  head.  Confirmed  by  Presi- 
dent David  Whitmer. 

Oem  ml  ClKinjr  to  the  Tirelrc. 

The  following  general  charge  was  given  to  the  Twelve  by  President 
Oliver  Cowdery : — Dear  Brethren — Previous  to  delivering  the  eharge.  I 
shall  read  a  part  of  a  revelation.  It  is  known  to  you,  that  previous  to 
the  organi/ati<^n  of  this  Church  in  1830,  the  Lord  gave  revelations,  or 
the  Church  could  not  have  been  organized.  The  people  of  this  Church 
were  weak  in  taith  compared  with  the  ancients.  Those  who  embarked 
in  this  cause  were  desirous  to  know  how  the  work  was  to  be  conducted. 

•  Arcordiiitr  to  Hebi-r  C  Kiniltnll's  Journal.  Orsoti  Pratl's  onHnation  took  plare 
on  thu  0th  uf  April,  li>.ib,  uuiler  the  following  circumstances:  "i>unday  morniofi;, 
April  5»  18S6.—The  Twtthr«  hftd  not  all  m  yet  been  togeth«r,  for  the  laol  tbvc« 
mentioned  (Orson  Pratt,  Thomas  B.  Marsh  and  Farley  P.  Pratt]  were  not  proaent 
at  fho  time  of  choositisr,  ntid  as  th»>  time  drew  nesr  that  we  should  travel  to  the 
east,  we  appointed  this  day  to  bear  our  testimony  unto  our  brethren  and  friends.  We 
were  all  aaaemblod  toftedier,  wMt  tiie  exeoptloB  of  BvotiMr  Oraon  Pratt,  who  had 
not  yet  been  with  oa.  At  thia  time,  while  we  wera  praylii^,  and  wishing  for  hla  ar- 
rival, while  opening  the  meetinpr,  he  entered  the  house.  We  rejoiced  at  his  pres- 
ence, and  thanked  the  Lord  for  it.  He  wa>)  then  ordained, and  we  proceeded  to  speak 
aeeording  to  our  ages,  the  eldest  speaking  first.  Thla  day  Brother  Tbomaa  B. 
Marah,  Brlgfaam  Tooog,  DaTld  W.  Fatten,  and  myself  apake."  (TVaiM  «inI  Sta* 
tons,  vol.  vi,  p.  869.)  The  incident  is  given  as  Elder  Kimball  relates  it  because  of 
itH  intere?»t,  but  he  is  in  error  as  to  the  date  of  the  oeeurrenee,  sinoe  Elder  l*r«tt 
himsiclf,  as  well  as  the  Prophet,  gives  the  date  of  the  former's  ordination  26th  of 
April,  1895.  Elder  Fiatt  alao  makaa  thla  antry  la  hla  Jonmal:  **AprU  24— Took 
the  Htagc,  and  arrived  lo  Klrthuid  on  the  26th,  about  ten  O'elock  in  the  forenoon; 
walked  into  the  meeting  and  learned  that  they  had  been  prophesying  that  I  would 
arrive  there,  so  as  to  attend  that  meeting,  although  sot  one  of  them  knew  where  I 
waa.  I  waa  nradi  rajdeed  at  meathig  wMi  the  Sainta.*' 
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Thtj  read  maoy  things  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  ooncerning  their  duty, 
and  the  way  the  greet  work  ooght  to  be  done;  bat  the  minds  of  men 
are  so  eonstmeted  that  they  will  not  beliere,  without  a  testimony  of  see- 
ing or  hearinfir.  The  Lord  gave  ns  a  revelation  that,  in  procesft  of  time, 
there  should  be  twelve  men  ehoaen  to  preach  His  Gospel  to  Jew  and 
Gentile.  Oor  minds  have  been  on  a  eonstant  stretch,  to  find  who  these 
twelve  were;  when  the  time  should  come  weeould  not  tell;  but  wef?ougrht 
the  Lord  by  fastinjjan<l  prayer  to  have  our  lives  prolonped  to  see  this  day, 
to  see  you,  and  to  take  a  retrospect  of  the  difliculties  throujfh  wliicli  we 
have  passed;  l)ut  havinfr  seeTi  the  day,  it  beoonies  mv  duty  to  deliver  to 
you  a  charge;  and  \]v>t,  n  few  remarks  respeeting  your  ministry.  You 
havi*  many  revelations  i»ut  into  your  hands — revelations  to  make  you 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  your  mission;  you  will  have  dillieulties  by 
reason  of  your  visiting  all  the  nations  of  the  world.  You  will  need 
wisdom  in  a  tenfold  proportion  to  what  you  have  ever  had;  you  will 
have  to  eombat  all  the  prejudiees  of  all  nations. 

He  then  read  the  revelation,*  and  said:  Have  yon  desired  this  minis- 
try with  all  year  heartsf  If  yon  have  desirsd  it  yon  are  sailed  of  God, 
not  of  man,  to  go  into  the  world. 

He  then  read  again,  fh»m  the  revelation,  what  the  Iiord  said  nnto  the 
Twelve.  Brethren,  yon  have  had  your  dnty  prssented  in  this  rerela- 
tkm.  Tou  have  been  ordained  to  this  holy  Priesthood,  yon  have 
rseeived  it  from  those  who  have  the  power  and  authority  from  an  ange] ; 
you  are  to  preach  th<  Oospel  to  every  nation.  Should  yon  in  the 
least  decree  come  short  of  your  duty,  frreat  will  be  yonr  condemnation; 
for  the  preater  the  calling  the  prreater  the  trnn«}irression.  I  therefore 
warn  you  to  cn!ti\rife  crreat  humility;  for  I  know  the  pride  of  the  hu- 
man In-art.  Beu  .ne,  lest  the  flatterers  of  the  world  lift  you  up;  beware, 
lest  your  affect ii 'US  be  captivated  by  worldly  objects.  Let  your  minis- 
tr>'  be  first.  Remember,  the  souls  of  men  are  committed  to  your  charge; 
and  if  you  mind  your  calling;,  you  shall  always  prosper. 

Ton  have  been  indebted  to  other  men,  in  the  first  instance,  for  evi- 
denee;  on  that  yon  hnve  aeted;  bnt  it  is  necessary  that  yon  receive  a 
testimony  from  heaven  for  yourselves;  so  that  yon  ean  bear  testimony 
to  the  truth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  that  yon  have  seen  the  iMe  of 
€h»d.  That  is  more  than  the  testimony  of  an  angel.  When  the  proper 
time  arrives,  yon  shall  be  able  to  bear  this  testimony  to  the  world. 
When  yon  bear  testimony  that  yon  have  seen  God,  this  testimony  God 
will  never  suffer  tO  fsll,  bat  will  bear  you  out;  although  many  will  not 
give  heed,  yet  others  will.  You  will  therefore  see  the  necessity  of  get* 
ting  this  testimony  from  heaven. 

Never  cease  striving-  until  you  have  seen  God  face  to  face.  Strengthen 
ymir  faith;  cast  off  yonr  doubts,  your  sins,  and  all  your  unbelief;  and 

*  DoeMas  sad  Oovanaiits,  sm.  zvlil: 
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notbins^  can  prevent  yon  from  coming  to  Ood.  Your  ordiiMtioB  it  aot 
lull  and  complete  till  God  has  laid  His  hand  npon  you.  We  require  as 
much  to  qualify  otM  did  those  who  have  gone  before  ub:  Ood  is  the 
same.  If  the  Savior  III  former  day*  laid  Hia hands  on  Hia  diaoiiUea,  whj 
not  in  latter  daysT 

With  rt'irard  to  superiority,  I  must  make  a  few  remarks.  The  ancient 
apostles  sought  to  be  great;  but  lest  the  seeds  of  disconl  l)e  sown  m  thi^ 
matter,  understand  particularly  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  on  this  oeeasion. 
God  does  not  love  you  better  or  more  than  others.  You  are  to  con- 
tend for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.  Jacob,  you  know, 
wrestled  till  he  had  obtained.  It  was  by  fervent  prayer  and  diligent 
•earoh  that  you  h«ve  obtained  the  testimony  you  are  now  Mb  to  beftr« 
Yon  are  as  one;  you  are  eqnal  in  bearing  the  keys  of  the  Kiniedom  to 
all  nations.  Yon  are  ealled  to  preaeh  the  Gospel  ol  the  Son  <tf  God  to 
the  nations  of  the  earth;  it  is  the  will  of  yonr  heavenly  Father,  that 
yon  proelaim  His  Gospel  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  and  the  islands  of  the 

Be  sealons  to  S8;7e  wnls.  The  soul  of  one  man  Is  as  preeioot  as  the 
soul  of  another.  You  are  to  bear  thia  meesage  to  those  whoooasidor 

themselves  wise;  and  such  may  persecute  yon — they  maj  seek  your 
life.  The  adversary  has  always  sought  the  life  of  the  servants  of  God; 
you  are  therefore  to  be  prepared  at  all  times  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  your 
live**,  should  God  require  them  in  the  advancement  and  building  up  of 
His  cause.  Murmur  not  at  God.  Be  always  prayerful;  be  always 
watchful.  You  will  bear  with  me  while  1  relieve  the  feelings  of  my 
heart.  We  shall  not  see  another  daj'  like  this;  the  time  has  fully 
come — the  voice  of  the  Spirit  has  come — to  set  these  men  apart. 

You  will  see  the  cirae  when  you  will  desire  to  see  such  a  day  a.s  this, 
and  you  will  not  see  it.  Every  heart  wishes  you  peace  and  prosperity, 
bnttheseene  with  yon  will  inevitably  ehange*  Let  no  man  lake  your 
bishopric,  and  beware  that  yon  lose  not  your  crowns.  It  win  require 
your  whole  sonlsv  it  will  xeqnire  eonrage  like  Bnoeh'a. 

The  time  ia  near  when  you  will  be  in  the  midst  of  eoofrsgalioiis  who 
will  gnash  their  teeth  upon  yon.  The  Gospel  must  roll  forth,  and  it 
will  until  it  fills  the  whole  earth.  Did  I  ssy  eoogregations  woold 
gnash  their  teeth  at  yout  Yea,  I  say,  nations  will  oppose  you — yon 
will  be  considered  the  worst  of  men.  Be  not  discouraged  at  this. 
When  God  pours  out  His  Spirit,  the  enemy  will  rage;  but  Ood,  remem- 
ber, is  on  your  right  hand,  and  on  your  left.  A  man,  though  he  be 
oonsidered  the  worst,  has  joy,  who  is  conscious  that  he  pleases  God. 

The  lives  of  those  who  proclaim  the  true  Gospel  will  be  in  danger; 
this  has  been  the  case  ever  since  the  days  of  righteous  Abel.  The  same 
opposition  has  been  manifest  whenever  men  came  forward  to  publish 
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the  GofpoL  Tbe  time  U  eomiofc  when  yoa  will  be  eonsidered  the  wont 

of  men  by  many,  and  by  some  the  best.  The  time  is  coming  when  you  will 
be  perfectly  familiar  with  the  things  of  God.  Thif  testimony  will  make 
those  who  do  not  believe  JOOT  testimony,  seek  yoar  lives;  but  there  axe 
whole  nations  who  will  receive  yonr  testimony.  They  will  call  you  good 
men.  Be  not  lifted  up  when  ye  are  called  good  men.  Remenihor  you 
are  young  men,  and  ye  shall  be  spared.  I  include  the  other  three. 
Bear  them  in  mind  in  your  prayers — carry  their  cases  to  the  throne  of 
grace;  although  they  are  not  present,  yet  you  and  they  are  equal.  This 
appointment  is  calculated  to  create  for  you  an  aft'ection  for  each  other, 
stroni^er  than  death.  You  will  travel  to  other  nations;  bear  each  other 
lu  mind.  If  one  or  more  be  cast  into  prisons,  let  the  others  pray  for 
them,  and  deliver  them  by  their  prayers.  Yoar  lives  shall  be  in  great 
jeopardy;  bat  the  promiae  of  God  ii,  that  yon  shall  be  delivered. 

Bemember,  you  are  not  to  go  to  other  nations  till  yon  leoeiTe  yonr 
endowments.  Tany  at  Kirtland  nntil  yon  are  endowed  with  power 
from  on  high.  Ton  need  a  fountain  of  wisdom,  knowledge,  and  intel- 
ligenee  soeh  as  yon  never  had.  Relative  to  the  endowment,  I  make  a 
remark  or  two,  that  there  may  be  no  mistake.  The  world  oaonot  re- 
eeive  the  things  of  God.  He  ean  endow  you  without  worldly  pomp  or 
graat  parade.  He  can  give  you  that  wisdom,  that  intelligence,  and 
that  power,  which  characterised  the  ancient  saints,  and  now  eharaeter- 
ises  the  inhabitants  of  the  upper  world. 

The  greatness  of  your  commission  consists  in  this:  you  are  to  hold 
the  keys  of  this  ministry;  you  are  to  go  to  the  nations  afar  oft' — nations 
that  sit  in  darkness.  The  day  is  coming  when  the  work  of  God  must  be 
done.  Israel  shall  be  gathered:  the  seed  of  Jacob  sliall  be  gathered 
from  their  long  dispersion.  There  will  be  a  feast  to  Israel,  the  elect  of 
God.  It  is  a  sorrowful  tale,  but  the  Gospel  must  be  v»reaebed,  aud 
God's  ministers  rejected:  but  where  can  Israel  be  found  and  receive 
yoar  testimony,  aud  not  rejoice?  Nowhere!  The  prophecies  are  fall 
of  great  things  that  are  to  take  place  in  the  last  days.  After  the  elect 
aie  gathered  oot,  destmotions  shall  come  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  eartn: 
all  nations  shall  feel  the  wrath  of  God,  after  they  have  been  warned  by 
the  Saints  of  the  Most  High.  If  yon  will  not  warn  them,  others  will, 
and  you  will  lose  yonr  erowns. 

Yon  most  prepare  yonr  minds  to  bid  a  long  farewell  to  Kirtland, 
even  till  the  great  day  come.  You  will  see  what  you  never  expected 
to  see;  yon  will  need  the  mind  of  Enoch  or  Elijah,  and  the  faith  of  the 
brother  of  Jared;  you  must  be  prepared  to  w  ilk  by  faith,  however  ap- 
palling the  prospect  to  human  view;  you,  and  each  of  you,  should  feel 
the  force  of  the  imperious  mandate,  Son,  go  labor  in  my  vineyard, 
and  oheerfally  receive  what  comes;  but  in  the  end  you  will  stand  while 
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others  will  fall.    You  have  read  in  the  revelation  concerning  ordina- 
tion: Beware  how  you  ordain,  for  all  nations  are  not  like  this  nation; 
the}'  will  willingly  receive  the  ordinances  at  your  hands  to  put  you  out 
of  the  way.    There  will  be  times  when  nothing  but  the  angels  of  Ood 
can  (IcIix  tT  you  out  of  their  hands. 

Wr  appeal  to  your  iiitcUiirenee,  we  appeal  to  your  understanding, 
that  we  have  so  tar  discharj^ed  our  duty  to  you.  We  consider  it  one  of 
the  greatest  condescensions  of  our  heavenly  Father,  in  pointing  you  out 
to  us;  you  will  be  stewards  over  this  ministry;  you  have  a  work  to  do 
that  no  other  men  can  do;  you  must  proclaim  the  Gk>spel  in  its  aim- 
plioity  and  pnrity;  and  m  oommend  yon  to  God  and  the  word  of  Hia 
gnM>e.  Ton  havo  out  beat  withea,  yon  hare  oar  moat  fervont  prayers, 
that  Tou  may  be  able  to  bear  thia  testimony,  that  yon  hava  aeea  the 
face  of  GK>d.  Therefore  eall  upon  Him  in  fkith  in  mighty  prayor  tiU  yon 
prevail,  f6r  it  is  yonr  dnty  and  yonr  privilege  to  bear  snoh  tostimony 
for  yoorselves.  We  now  exhort  yim  to  be  fUthfni  to  folfiU  yonr  eall* 
ing;  there  most  be  no  lack  here;  you  must  fnUUt  in  all  things;  and  per- 
mit ns  to  repeat,  all  nationa  have  a  elaim  on  you;  yon  are  bound  to- 
gether as  the  Three  Witnesiei  werej  notwithstanding,  yon  ean  part  and 
meet,  and  meet  and  part  again,  till  yonr  heada  are  silvered  over  witb 
age. 

He  then  took  them  .separately  by  the  hand,  and  said,  "Do  you  with  full 
purpose  of  heart  take  part  in  this  ministry,  to  proelai?n  the  (Jospei  with 
all  diligent-e,  with  thest»  your  brethren,  aoeordintr  to  tlie  tenor  and  in- 
tent of  tiie  charge  you  have  received}"  Each  o£  them  answered  in  the 
affirmative.* 

important  Items  of  Itutruction  to  the  Twelvf. 

BUntTLAND,  Pebniary  27. 

This  evening,  nine  of  the  Twelve,  viz.,  Lyman  Johnson,  Hrigham 
Young,  Heber  C.  Kimball,  Orson  Hyde,  David  W.  Patten.  Luke  John- 
son, William  E.  M'Lellin,  John  F.  Boyntou,  and  William  Smith,  assem- 
bled at  the  house  of  President  Jos^eph  Smith,  Jun. .  who  was  present, 
with  Frederick  (t,  Williams,  Sidney  Rigdon.  Hishop  Whitney,  and  three 
Elders.  Parley  P.  Pratt  had  gone  to  New  I'ortage,  and  Orson  Pratt 
and  Thomas  H.  Marsh  had  not  yet  arrived  to  receive  their  ordination. 

After  prayer  by  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  he  said,  if  we  heard 
patiently,  he  oould  lay  before  the  council  an  item  which  wonld  be  of 
importanee.  He  had  for  himself,  learned  a  ftust  by  experienee,  whieh, 
on  reooUeetion,  always  gave  him  deep  sorrow.  It  is  a  fact,  if  I  now 
had  in  my  p<Mses8ion,  every  deeision  whieh  had  been  had  npon  impor- 

•  BMer  F«rky  I*,  l^ratt.  in  hiit  Auiobjograpby  (page  127)  refers  to  thi»  qaestion 
po*  lo  Mdi  oC  «h«  Twvlve  Apottlet  bj  Eldttr  Cowdery  m  the  "Oath  and  Oovmaat 
oflheApMUMblp.*' 
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test  items  of  dootrine  and  datiea  tinee  the  eommeneementof  this  work, 
I  would  not  part  with  them  tor  any  mm  of  money;  bat  we  hftve  neg^ 
looted  to  take  minutes  of  such  tbingrs,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  they 
would  never  beneflt  as  afterwards;  which,  if  we  had  them  now,  woidd 
decide  almost  every  point  of  doctrine  which  might  be  agitated.  But  this 
has  been  neglected,  and  now  we  cannot  bear  record  to  the  Church  and 
to  the  world»  of  the  great  and  glorious  numifestations  which  h;ive  been 
made  to  us  with  that  degree  of  power  aud  authority  we  otherwise 
could,  if  we  now  had  these  things  to  publish  aljroad. 

Since  the  Twelve  are  now  chosen,  I  wish  to  tell  them  a  course  which 
they  may  pursue,  aud  be  benefited  thereafter,  iu  a  point  of  light  of 
which  they  are  not  now  aware.  If  they  will,  every  time  they  asMmble, 
appoint  a  person  to  preside  over  them  during  the  meeting,  and  one  ov 
more  to  keep  a  record  of  their  prooeediDg8,and  on  the  deeision  of  eyeiy 
qoestion  or  item,  be  it  what  it  may,  let  soeh  deeision  be  written,  and 
suoh  deeision  will  foreyer  remain  upon  record,  and  appear  an  item  of 
ooTonant  or  doetrine.  An  item  thus  deeided  may  appear,  at  the  time, 
of  little  or  no  worth,  but  should  it  be  published,  and  one  of  yon  lay 
hands  on  it  after,  you  will  find  it  of  infinite  worth,  not  only  to  your 
brethren,  but  it  will  be  a  feast  to  yoar  own  sonls. 

Here  is  another  important  item.  If  yon  assemble  from  time  to  time, 
and  proceed  to  discuss  important  questions,  and  pass  decisions  upon  the 
same,  and  fail  to  note  them  down,  by  and  by  you  will  be  driven  to 
straits  from  which  you  will  not  be  able  to  extricate  yourselves,  because 
yon  may  be  in  a  situation  not  to  brintr  your  faith  to  heir  with  sufficient 
jierfectioii  or  power  to  obtain  the  desired  information;  or,  perhaps, 
for  neglecting  to  write  these  things  when  God  had  revealed  them,  not 
esteeming  them  of  sufficient  worth,  the  Spirit  may  withdraw,  and  (rod 
may  be  angry;  and  there  is,  or  was,  a  vast  knowledge,  of  intinite  im- 
portance, which  is  now  lost.  What  was  the  cause  of  this?  It  came  in 
eonsequeaee  of  dothf ulness,  or  a  nefdeot  to  appoint  a  man  to  occupy  a 
few  moments  in  writing  all  these  decisions. 

Here  let  me  prophesy.  The  time  will  eome,  when,  if  you  negleet  to 
do  this  thing,  you  will  fall  by  the  hands  of  unrighteous  men.  Were  yon 
to  be  brought  before  the  authorities,  and  be  aoonsed  of  any  orime  or 
misdemeanor,  and  be  as  innocent  as  the  angels  of  Gk>d,  unless  you  eaa 
prove  yourselves  to  have  been  somewhere  else,  your  enemies  will  prevail 
against  you;  but  if  yon  can  bring  twelve  men  to  testify  that  you  were 
in  a  certain  place,  at  that  time,  you  will  escape  their  hands.  Now,  if 
yon  will  be  careful  to  keep  minutes  of  these  things,  as  I  have  said,  it 
will  be  one  of  the  most  important  records  ever  seen;  for  all  such  de- 
cisions will  ever  after  remain  as  items  of  doctrine  and  covenants. 

The  council  then  expressed  their  approbation  concerning  the  fore- 
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going  remarks  nf  President  Smith,  and  appointed  Orson  Hyde  and 
William  £.  M'Lelhn  clerks  of  the  meeting. 

President  Smith  proposed  the  following  question :  What  importance- 
is  there  attaehed  to  the  calliuff  of  these  Twelve  Apostlee,  different  from 

the  other  callings  or  oflicers  of  the  Church? 

After  the  question  was  discussed  hy  Councilors  Patten,  Young:, 
Smith,  and  M'Lellin,  President  Joseph  iSmitb,  Jun.,  gave  the  following' 

decision: 

They  are  the  Twelve  Apostles,  who  are  called  to  the  office  of  the 
Trayeling  High  Conneil,  who  are  to  preside  over  the  ehorehee  of  the 
Saints,  among  the  Gentiles,  where  there  is  a  presideney  established; 
and  they  are  to  travel  and  preaeh  among  the  Gentiles.  nntU  the  Lord 
shall  command  them  to  190  to  the  Jews.  They  are  to  hold  the  keys  of 
this  ministry,  to  unlock  the  door  of  the  Kingdom  of  heaven  onto  all 
nations,  and  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creatnre.  This  is  the  power^ 
authority,  and  virtue  of  their  apostleship. 

OUVER  COWDKRY,  Clerk. 

Report  of  the  Eirtlamd  School, 

KiRTLAND,  Ohio,  February  27,  1835. 

Having  been  requested  by  the  trustees  of  the  **Kirt]and  School'^  to 
give  a  sketch  of  the  number  of  students  who  have  attended  the  institu- 
tion, and  of  their  progress  in  the  different  sciences,  I  eheerfuUy  com* 
ply  with  the  request,  having  been  an  instructor  therein  from  its  com* 
menoement  in  December  last. 

The  school  has  been  condnoted  under  the  immediate  care  and  inspec' 
tion  of  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  Frederick  G.  Williams,  Sidney  Bigdon,  and 
Oliver  Cowdery,  trustees.  When  the  school  first  commenced,  we  re- 
ceived into  it  both  larpre  and  small,  but  in  alioiit  three  weeks  theclassee 
became  so  Inrtre  and  the  house  so  crowded,  that  it  was  thou^^ht  advis- 
able to  dismiss  all  the  small  students,  and  continue  those  only  who 
wished  to  study  yxiiinauship,  arithmetic,  Englisli  ^ramniar,  and 
peotrraphy.  Before  we  dismissed  the  small  pupils,  theru  were  in  all 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  who  attended;  since  that  time  there 
have  been  upon  an  average  about  one  hundred;  the  most  of  whom  have 
received  lectures  upon  English  grammar;  and  for  the  last  four  weeke 
about  seventy  have  been  studying  geography  one-half  the  day,  and 
grammar  and  writing  the  other  part.  Burdick's  Arithmetic,  Kirkham^a 
Grammar,  and  01ney*s  Geography  have  been  used,  and  Noah  Webster's 
Dictionary  as  standard.  Since  the  year  1837, 1  have  taught  school  in 
five  different  states,  and  visited  many  schools  in  which  1  was  not  en> 
gaged  as  teacher:  in  none,  I  can  say,  with  certainty,  have  I  seen  stu- 
dents make  more  rapid  progress  than  in  this. 

WlX«LIAH  £.  M'Lkllin, 
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CHAPTER  Xm. 

THB  OBOANIZATTON  OF  THB  SBTBNTIBS  — BLSH8INO  OF  THS 

FAITHFUL  £LD£KS  AND  SAINTS. 

On  thf  28th  of  F«0»niury,  the  Church  in  (•ouncil  assfin- 
bhnl,    I'omiiieiKM'tl   seU^eting  certain  individuals   to  bo 
Seventies,*  from  the  number  of  tliose  who  TheCiiiiingof 
went  up  to  2iion  with  me  in  the  camp;  and 
the  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  were  ordained 

•  T!n-  'irtrnnization  of  quornmK  of  Seventy  In  the  Church  was  regarded  a«  a  very 
Btraoge  tbtug  ia  mtHloro  time»,  but  that  noeli  mn  organisation  bad  existed  in  the 
ChoTCh  God,  both  to  llio  dqn  of  Mom  asd  olao  to  tho  doys  of  Mooilab,  is  ovi- 
doat  firan  tiio  Mtfiptiiroa.  Tho  LonI  aoid  to  Moooos  "Oomo  «p  tmto  tho  Lord,  thon, 

and  Aaron,  Nadab,  and  Al>i!iu,  and  seventy  of  the  elders  of  Israel;  and  wf>r»*hip  ye 
afar  off.  •  •  •  Then  went  up  Moses,  and  Aaron,  Nadab,  and  Abihu,  and  seventy  of 
the  elders  of  Israel.  •  •  •  And  upon  the  noblea  of  the  children  of  Israel  He  laid 
not  Ufa  hMd:  also  thoy  mw  Clod,  oad  did  oot  and  drink"  (Bsodna  xzIt:  1, 9, 11). 
And  again,  "And  the  Lord  said  unto  MoKes,  Gather  unto  me  nntntf  men  of  the 
elders  of  Israel,  whom  thou  know»»st  to  be  the  flders  of  the  people,  and  ofli<*«-rs  over 
them;  and  bring  tlieiu  uuto  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  that  they  may  atand 
thero  with  theo.  And  I  will  oomo  down  and  talk  with  thoo  thero;  and  I  will  tako 
of  the  spirit  which  is  upon  thee, and  will  put  it  npon  them;  and  they  Hhall  bear  the 
burden  of  the  people  with  thf<>.  thnt  thou  boar  it  not  thy*«f'lf  !ib>ne.  •  •  • 
And  MoMes  went  out,  and  told  the  peoph-  the  words  of  the  Lord,  and  gathered  the 
aorenty  men  of  tho  oldon  of  tho  people,  and  aet  thorn  nmnd  about  tho  taber- 
immIo.  And  tiio  Lord  oamo  down  to  a  ohnid,  and  apako  unto  hia,  and  took  of  tho 
Spirit  that  was  npon  him,  and  pave  it  unto  the  si  venty  elders:  and  it  oame  to  paH», 
that,  when  the  Spirit  rented  upon  them,  thej  prophesied,  and  did  not  OMse"  (Num> 
hers  si:  10,  17,  2i,  2'>). 

It  la  not  oleor  fioB  tho  Old  Tootamont  Jnst  what  tho  fnnotiflos  of  Oo  BoTonty 
were  in  the  Hebrew  I*ri(  «tlHiod,  but  they  certainly  were  endowed  with  prophetle 
powers,  and  it  in  quit<-  pri)l>nhle  that  the  i^anhedrim  (consisting  of  seventy-one 
members,  inclusive  of  the  president,)  of  later  Jewish  times  had  some  relation  to 
this  ooHIw  oooaeil  of  Sorenty. 

Tho  otianlaatiOD  of  tlio  Soruity  by  flio  SoTlor  la  aUndod  to  to  tho  tenth  ehaptnr 
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and  blessed  at  that  time,  to  begin  the  organization  of  the 
first  quonim  of  Seventies,  according  to  the  visions*  and 
revelations  which  I  have  received.    The  Seventies  are  to 

constitute  traveling  quorums,  to  go  into  all  the  earth, 

whitlnTsoever  the  Twelve  Apostles  shall- call  them.f 

of  Ijukp  uH  follows :  "AfttT  theso  tliini?s  tho  l.onl  appointe<l  othf r  srvpnty  also, 
[from  this  it  appears  that  quuruius  of  seventy  had  been  appointed  previous  to  thlaj 
•nd  sent  tti«in  two  and  two  before  Hia  faoe  Into  OTOiy  elty  and  plaee,  whither  He  Hhn- 
Helf  wobMomm.  Therefore  said  He  unto  them.  The  harvest  tnily  i»  ^reat,  but  the 
laborers  are  few:  pray  ye  therefore  the  Ix>r(l  of  theharvent.  that  He  would  send  forth 
laborers  into  His  harvest.  Go  your  way:  behold,  I  send  yuu  forth  as  Ijuuba  among 
wolTOB.  Carry  neither  {rarae  nor  aerip,  nor  ahoea:  and  aalnte  no  man  hj  the  way. 
And  into  whatsoever  honae  ye  enter,  first  say,  t*«ace  be  to  this  house.  And  If 
the  Son  of  peace  be  there,  your  peace  •dmll  n-^t  u\Km  it:  if  not,  it  j<hall  turn  to  vou 
again.  And  in  the  same  house  remain,  eating  and  drinking  such  things  as  they 
give:  for  the  laborer  le  worthy  of  his  hire.  Go  not  from  house  to  honee.**  That  la, 
while  Uieae  men  were  sent  forth  without  pnrae  and  aerlp.  It  was  evidently  not  ttie 
intention  of  the  Lord  thnt  they  should  bep  from  door  to  door.  Continuing  his  !n- 
atruction.s,  the  Master  said:  "And  into  whatnoever  city  ye  enter,  and  they  receive 
you,  eat  such  things  as  are  set  before  you:  and  heal  the  sick  that  are  therein,  and  say 
unto  them,  The  hlngdom  of  God  la  eomenigh  nntoyon.  Bnt  into  whaleoeTer  eity  ye 
enter,  and  they  receive yOQ  not,  go  your  wayaontlnto  the  streets  of  the  same,  and  say, 
Even  the  very  dust  of  your  city,  which  cleaveth  on  us,  we  do  wipe  off  against  you: 
notwithstanding  be  ye  sure  of  this,  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  unto  you. 
Bnt  [  aay  nnto  yon,  tiiat  It  shall  be  more  tolerable  In  that  day  for  Sodom,  than  for  that 
eity.  •  •  He  that  heareth  you  heareth  me;  and  he  that  despiseth  youdespiseth  me; 
and  he  that  d»»spiHeth  me  despi«eth  Him  tlmt  sent  me."  The  Seventy,  it  appears, 
went  forth  under  these  instruction.s  antl  were  successful,  for  Luke  continues:  "And 
the  soTonty  returned  again  with  joy,  ."aying.  Lord,  even  the  devUs  are  enbjeet  nnto 
u.s  throui^h  Thy  name."  After  this  very  plain  allusion  to  this  order  of  the  Priest- 
hood calh-d  tlie  Sovcnty,  these  instni'-tions,  and  tlie  definitions  given  of  th»'ir 
duties  and  callings,  there  can  la*  no  doubt  as  to  their  constituting  an  important 
faetor  In  the  Christian  Chnreh  organisation.  The  abaenee  of  aneh  quomma  of 
Prieathood  In  modem  ehnreh  eatablishmenta  la  but  one  among  many  other  evl- 
deneee  that  the  Church  of  Christ  had  eeased  from  among  men. 

•  Seepage  182  (note.) 

t  The  cpiorura.s  of  Seventy,  in  other  words — in  i'onn«'ction  with  the  Twelve 
Apustles,  under  whose  direction  they  labor — cuuhtitute  the  foreign  ministry  of  the 
Chureh;  and  when  the  kind  of  labor  they  are  expeeted  to  perform  la  taken  into  ae* 
eount,  it  will  be  found  that  their  organisation  i^  adniirai)ly  adapteU  for  their  work— 
the  means  nrc  nde«|nnte  to  the  end  proposed.  In  hII  other  '^[unrums  of  the  high 
Priesthood,  excepting  the  Twelve,  the  presidency  consists  of  a  pretiideut  and  two 
eonnaelora,  but  the  presidency  of  the  qnomm  of  Seventy  eonaista  of  aeren  preal' 
denta,  equal  in  authority.  For  the  aake  of  order,  howerer,preeedenoe  la  reeognlaed 

in  .«teniority  of  ordination;  thnt  is,  the  senior  prcsifb  tit  by  ordination — not  of  aire — 
presides  in  the  council,  and  over  the  quorum;  and  iu  the  event  of  his  absence,  then 
the  nest  senior  president  by  ordination  has  the  right  of  initiative  and  presides,  and 
so  on  down  the  line  of  presidents.  The  order  eeteblished  in  the  Chureh  for  the 
work  of  the  foreipn  ministry  Is  for  Elders  to  tr.-ivel  two  and  two.  This  doubtless 
for  the  reason  that  the  Lord  would  establish  Uis  word  by  the  mouths  ot  two  wlt> 
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XfameB  of  the  Presidenti  and  Memhtn  of  thi  Fint  Quorum  of  Swenties, 
Ordained  Under  the  Hands  oj  the  Prophet  Joseph  SmUh,  with  his 
two  OoumulorB,  Sidnty  Migdon  and  Olivmt  Cowdmry,  * 


PBESIDBKT8. 


Hazen  AMrich, 

Le<jiiai(i  Rich, 

Joseph  Young, 

Zebedee  Coltrin, 

L«vi  W,  Hanoook, 

Lyman  Sherman, 

Sylvester  Smith. 

MKMBKRS. 

EjHas  FIiifpliinML 

Tfnrnin  R.i<Mni. 

Cvms  SiiialliniiP. 

Levi  GifTord, 

Joseph  B.  Noble, 

Stephen  Witichestert 

Henry  Benner, 

Roj^or  OrtoTi, 

David  Evans, 

IVter  Buchuiinau, 

Nathan  B.  Baldinn, 

John  D.  Parker, 

Burr  Kiirtrs, 

David  Elliot, 

Lewis  Hot)bins, 

Samuel  Brown, 

Alexander  Whitesides, 

Salmoii  Warner, 

Geoi:ge  W.  Brooks, 

Jacob  Chapman, 

Michael  Griffith , 

Charles  Kelly, 

Boyal  Barney, 

Bdmand  Fisher, 

Libbens  T.  Coons, 

Warren  Parrish, 

Willard  Snow, 

Jeiieph  Haneoek, 

Jesae  D.  Harmon, 

Alden  Bardiek, 

Heman  T.  Hyde, 

Hiram  Winters, 

Lorenso  D.  Barnes. 

nMses  at  loMt.  to  Hay  nottliif  of  the  pltMora  that  would  be  d«rlT«d  from  the  «om  - 

pMllmaBhlp  subflistiiig  between  two  Elder«  while  travrling:  niiionrr  stranHrer;*, 
and  eren  among  enemieM.  A  quonira  of  Seventy,  if  aeni  out  into  the  world  as  a 
body,  ie  capable  of  realizing  all  the  advantages  conceivable  from  organisation.  It 
om  bo  bfiokoB  «p  Into  jxaii  mtob  gronpo  of  tm  membort;  with  ooeb  groap  would  bo 
a  president;  the^e  groups  can  be  sub-divided  into  fire  pairs,  who  could  Matter  out 
Into  vnriouH  neighborhoods,  ocrasionally  mt»«*t  in  conftTcnce  with  the  jrroup  of  ten 
to  which  the  respective  pairs  bc-iouged,  and  at  greater  iuterval»,  the  several  groups 
eonld  bo  enOod  together  for  q^ommeonfteoneo.  That  a  qnomm  of  Svnutf  tan  bo 
a  Terltable  flying  eohuaa,  maldag  pvoolamatlon  of  the  Goepd,  the  like  of  whleb  Is 
to  be  found  nowhere  outride  the  Churi-h  <if  Christ. 

•  Instead  of  jcivln:?  the  forty  nauu's  tluii  here  follow  the  statement  of  the  Prophet 
in  bis  history,  1  give  the  entire  list  of  names  that  constituted  the  first  quorum 
oC  BoTontj,  M  written  by  the  late  President  Josepb  Tonng,  in  bis  **HiBtory  of  the 
Organisation  of  the  Seventies."  Ail  the  brethren  glTen  In  this  liHt  were  not  or- 
dained on  th\^  2'*th  day  of  Febninry,  \H'.i'),  but  all  who  were  nrdninf(i  on  that  date, 
of  course,  are  included  in  this  list.  Of  this  organization  of  the  quorum  of  Seventy, 
^  steteinent  of  Elder  Joseph  Tonng,  who  beeame  tiie  senior  president  of  tbe  ilfst 
oonaell,  has  strsody  been  giren  at  pege  181. 
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Hiram  Blackman,  Hiram  StrattoOv 

William  D.  Pntt,  Moms  Martin, 

Zera  S.  Cole,  Lyman  Smith, 

Jesse  Huntsman,  Harvej'  Stanley, 

Solomon  Au{?el,  Almon  W.  Babbitt. 

Henry  Herriman,  William  F.  Cahoon, 

Israel  Harlow,  Darwin  Richardson, 

Wilkins  Jenkins  Salisbury,  Milo  Andrns, 

Nelson  Higfrins,  True  Gliddeu, 

Harry  Brown,  Henry  Sbibley, 

Jeseniah  B.  Smith,  Harrison  Burgess, 

Lofenso  Booth,  Jedediali  M.  Chrant, 

Alexander  Badlam,  Daniel  St^ens, 

Zenibbabel  Snow,  Amaia  M.  Lyman, 
Geoige  A.  Smith. 

The  eonneil  adjourned  to  the  day  following,  March  Ist, 
when,  after  attending  the  funeral  of  Seth  Johnson,  sev- 
The  Prophet's  ^^^^^^  recently  bof^n   l)ajttized,  were 

t)u"sa^ii*'*  eoniirmed,  and  the  sacrament  was  adminis- 
tered  to  the  Church.  Previous  to  the  admin- 
istratioiif  I  spoke  of  the  propriety  of  this  institution  in  the 
Ghnrohy  and  nrged  the  unportance  of  doing  it  with  ac- 
ceptance before  the  Lord,  and  asked,  How  long  do  yoa 
suppose  a  man  may  partake  of  this  ordinance  unworth- 
ily, and  the  Lord  not  withdraw  His  Spirit  from  himf 
How  long  will  he  thus  trifle  with  saered  things,  and  the 
Lord  not  give  him  over  to  the  bnffetings  of  Satan  until 
the  day  of  redemption?  The  Church  should  know  if 
they  are  unworthy  from  time  to  time  to  partake,  lest  the 
servants  of  God  be  forbidden  to  administer  it.  There- 
fore onr  hearts  ought  to  be  humble,  and  we  to  repent  of 
our  sins,  and  put  away  evil  from  among  us. 

After  sacrament,  the  council  continued  the  ordination 
and  blessing  of  those  previously  called;  also  John  Mur- 
Hij^  dock  and  S.  AV.  Denton  wow,  oi'daiiicd  and 

Offdiiuttont.  bie^ssed ;  Benjamin  Winchester,  Hyrum  Hmith, 
and  Frederick  G.  Williams  were  blessed ;  and  Joseph  Young 
and  Sylvester  Smith  were  ordained  presidents  of  Seventies. 
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Th€  BUssing  oj  those  who  Assisted  in  Building  th«  House  of  the  Lord 

at  Kirttand. 

March  7.— This  day  a  meetinp  of  tlie  riiurch  of  Lnttt  r-da}'  Saints 
was  called  for  the  purpose  of  blessing,  in  the  nanio  of  the  Lord,  those 
who  have  heretofore  assisted  in  building,  by  their  labor  aad  other  meaos, 
the  House  of  the  Lord  in  this  place. 

The  morniufj  was  occupied  by  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  in 
teuchinj?  the  Church  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  purifying  itself. 
In  the  afternoon,  the  names  of  those  who  had  assisted  to  build  the 
house  were  taken,  and  further  instructions  received  from  President 
Smith.  He  nid  that  tiioie  who  had  di8tingiiish«d  thmnaelvei  thus 
fax  by  ooBieerating  to  the  upbiiilduiir  of  the  Hoom  of  the  Lord,  as 
woll  at  laboring  thoreon,  were  to  be  remembered;  that  thoie  who 
build  it  ahould  own  it,  and  have  the  eontrol  of  it 

After  farther  remarln,  thoie  who  performed  the  labor  on  the  bnild- 
jDgf  voted  nnanimonaly  that  they  would  oontinae  to  lahor  thereon,  till 
the  house  should  be  completed. 

President  Sidney  Bigdon  was  appointed  to  lay  on  hands  and  bestow 
bless  in  ITS  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

The  Presidents  were  blessed;  and  Reynolds  Gaboon,  Hyrum  Smith, 
and  Jared  Carter,  the  building  committee,  though  the  last  two  were  not 
present,  yet  f]\v\r  ricfhts  in  the  house  were  preserved. 

The  followinjr  arc  the  names  of  tho^c  who  were  blessed  in  conse- 
quence of  their  labor  on  the  house  of  the  Lord  in  Kirtland,  and  those 
who  consecrated  to  its  upbuilding: 

Sidney  Bigdon,  Malenm  C.  Davis, 

Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  Jaman  Aldrich, 

F.  0.  Williams,  John  Y^onng,  Sen., 

Joseph  Smith,  Sen.,  Ezra  Strong, 

Oliver  Cowdery,  Joel  Mc Withy, 

Newel  K.  Whitney,  Matthew  Foy, 

Reynolds  Cahoon,  James  Randall, 

HjTura  Smith,  John  P.  Greene, 

Jared  Carter,  Aaron  E.  Lyon, 

Jacob  Bump,  Thomas  Bunlick, 

Artemus  Millet,  Truman  Wait, 

Alpheos  Cutler,  Bdmnad  Bosley, 

iJM  Lyman,  William  Bosley, 

Josiah  Bntteifleld,  William  Perry, 

Noah  Faekard,  Don  Carlos  Smith, 

James  Pateam,  Shadraeh  Bonndy, 

Isaae  Hill,  Joel  Johnson, 
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jSQiniuid  j/onoef  06ii.f 

JSiCiniQiiQ  i/urz60|  •puii.t 

Albeit  Jftinert 

AInliPii«i  TTnrmnn 

Ira  AmeSf 

TrtcfirtVi   C  ICinflTflhtlTV. 

oalmon  iie6t 

I  In          111!  , 

Feter  ohirts, 

/i,    11.  OIV'>>lit, 

Isaac  Hubbard, 

SsHTTiiii'l  Tlionmon. 

Horace  Burpress, 

UOllli        1  Jllnii^  f 

Dexter  Stillnian, 

T.iinmTi  l^ftftpT* 

JJllllWtll   V.'C\I  Ivl  f 

Amos  F.  lierrick, 

UUiJii  Olllllllf 

Mayhew  Hillrnan, 

$^nmiiAl  H  Smith. 

W  illiam  Larter, 

ThnmiiH  VishflT. 
X  111 riimr'  x  abuva , 

William  nurgess, 

viies  vooK, 

AmoB  R.  Orton« 

AIQIOB  DOrnuaut 

Gad  Tale. 

vvamii  oiniuif 

JnVin  Jolillflon. 

M080B  jsaiieyt 

Bebe  Ives, 

Andrew  a,  Alancb, 

Oiullcy  xnuucr, 

Ebeneser  Jennioi^, 

josepii  I  ippiis, 

Oliver  Granger, 

ivi)i)eri  v^^uijiit  >  • 

Orson  Johnson, 

r>ra'>TUN  i>aooni. 

oaiuuei  V-anin'ni, 

\Villiani  Kt'uaela, 

r^iiineas  n.  iuuu|^, 

Cyrus  Lake, 

oaiiiuei  ivoiit:» 

Harvey  JMmtn, 

\,ul\  111  >T  1  oiouuaru, 

Isaac  Clevelaiul, 

wOalItU  f  UliVr, 

wiiiiaiu  carKcr, 

Dftuiuei  9*  omnnan. 

TooAA  a  BiBhon. 

•lonn  WDeeier, 

Henry  Baker, 

isenjaniin  vtoiu, 

Wiiuam  r  isK, 

x^Olldll lUIl   xlal  uiMa, 

Henry  wiicox, 

vyii>t?r   » »  triiicx  ujf , 

voorge  uee, 

1  liUIIlIi!^  ll<inL.Uv&, 

•Liorenzo  u»  ioiui|f« 

JriuViim  lifjinf 
us>  u  ua  V.T  1  (\  1 1 1 , 

David  Clough, 

William  Draper, 

James  Durfee, 

Ransom  Van  Leuven, 

Joseph  Coe, 

Tunis  Rappellee, 

Thomas  ( lates, 

John  Heed, 

Tioren  I».ilil»itt, 

Samuel  Wilcox, 

Blake  Bald  win. 

Benjamin  Johnson, 

Joseph  B.  Bosworth. 
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The  blessingfs  and  oitliiiations  Qf  yiaiticular  individuals  of  tlie  forej^o- 
ing  were  as  follows: — Reyuyld«  Cahoon,  Jacob  Bump,  and  Artemus 
Millet,  were  blessed  with  the  blessiofirs  of  heaven  and  a  right  in  the 
lumee  of  the  Lord  m  Kirtlaod,  aj^eeable  to  the  hibor  they  had  per- 
ConBed  thereon,  and  the  means  they  had  oontribnted. 

Ai^ns  Catler,  Asa  I^aa,  Joeiah  Bntterlleld,  Noah  Plaekard, 
Jonas  Potnam,  and  Isaae  HiU  received  the  same  blessing.  The  bless* 
Ing  rsfarred  to  was  aeeording  to  eaoh  man's  labor  or  donatioB,  and 
in  addition,  Elder  Packard  was  promised  wisdom  and  ability  to  pro- 
elaim  the  Gospel.  Edmund  Dnrfee,  Sen.,  Edmnnd  Dnrfee,  Jun.,  and 
Gideon  Ormsby  received  the  Rame  blessing-,  and  Edmund  Durfoe,  Jan., 
was  ordained  an  Elder.  Albert  Miner,  Ira  Ames,  Salmon  Gee,  Peter 
Shirts,  Isaac  Hubbard,  and  Horace  Burg-ess  were  blessed,  and  Peter 
Shirts  nnd  Horace  Biircro«s  were  ordained  Elders.  Dexter  Stillnian. 
Annos  L\  llenick,  and  Matthew  Hillman  were  blessed.  William  Bur- 
gess. Jaraan  Aldrich,  and  John  Youuj?,  Sen.,  were  blessed.  Giles 
Cook,  Jun. ,  and  M.  C.  Davis  were  blersed  and  ordained  Elders.  Wm 
Carter,  who  was  blind,  was  promi.><ed  a  restoration  of  sigrht.  if  faith- 
ful. Ezra  Stronp,  Joel  MeWitlu',  Matthew  Foy,  James  liatidali,  and 
Aaron  C.  Lyon  were  blessed.  John  P.  Greene  was  ordained  a  mis- 
sionary to  the  Lamanites,  after  others  have  unlocked  the  door,  with 
a  promise  of  gathering  many  to  Zion,  and  of  returning  with  great 
joy  at  the  end  of  his  missbn,  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  his  ftunily. 
Thomas  Bordiek,  Troman  Wait  and  Edmnnd  Bosley  were  blessed, 
and  Elder  Bosley  was  told  that  God  had  a  work  for  him,  vis.:  to 
go  and  preaeh  Uie  Gospel  to  the  seetarian  priests  of  this  age,  to 
eaU  after  them  and  hunt  them  np,  whersTor  he  ooold  hear  of  them, 
and  preaeh  the  Gospel  to  them  whether  they  will  hear  or  forbear. 
"William  Bosley  and  William  Berry  were  blessed  and  ordained  Elders. 
Don  Carlos  Smith  was  blessed  with  a  promise  of  wisdom  to  proclaim 
the  Gospel,  and  also  to  write  in  wisdom.  Shadraoh  Boundy,  Joel 
Johnson,  and  Oliver  Hi^^bee  were  blessed. 
Adjoomed  till  tomorrow. 

March  8th. — Met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Evan  M.  Greene,  Levi 
Osjrood,  Alpheus  Harmon,  Joseph  C.  Kingsbury,  Ira  Bond,  Z.  H. 

Brewster.  Samuel  Tompkins,  John  Orms})y,  Tinman  Carter,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  H.  Smith,  Thomas  Fisher,  Starry  Fi>k,  Amos  I?.  Or- 
ton  and  Almon  Sherman  were  blessed.  Amos  R.  Orton  was  ordained 
an  Elder  and  a  mis^sionary  to  the  L.-imanites.  Andrew  H.  Aldrich, 
Tht»mas  Bailey.  Seha  Ives,  El»ene/,er  Jennings,  Oliver  (Jran^rer,  Or- 
son Johnson,  Warren  Smith,  J.irues  Lake,  and  William  Ifedfield  were 
blessed,  and  William  Kediield  was  ordained  an  Elder.    Cyrus  Lake, 
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Harvey  Smith,  buM  Clevebad,  Wmi«m  Baker,  SmiiimI  8.  Bisonaii, 
John  Wheeler,  Heniy  Baker,  WUliam  Fisk,  Henry  Wileoai,  Geonce 
W.  Gee,  Dand  Cloogh,  and  Lorenio  D.  Tonng  were  bleiied,  and 
Blder  Young  wae  eet  apart  as  a  mieiuniary  to  the  T^manifree.  Jaa. 
Durfee,  Joe.  Coe,  Thoe.  Gates,  Loren  Babbitt,  Blake  Baldwin,  and 
Jos.  B.  Baldwin  were  blessed.  John  Johnson,  John  Tanner  and  Oad 
Yale  were  blessed;  and  Oad  Yale,  being  one  who  went  to  the  relief 
of  the  brethren  in  Missouri,  was  blessed  accordingly.  Henry  G. 
Sherwood,  Sidney  Tanner,  Joseph  H.  Tippits,  Robert  Quigley,  and 
Erastus  Babbitt  were  blesst^d.  and  Samuel  Canlield  was  blessed  and 
ordaiiiod  an  Elder.  Phineas  H.  Young',  Samuel  Kolfe,  and  Calvin  H. 
Stoddard  were  blessed,  and  Elder  Voung  was  ordained  a  missionary 
to  the  Lamanites.  Erastu-}  Rudd,  Josiah  Fuller,  Isaac  H.  Bishop, 
Hoswell  Murray,  Benjamin  Wells,  Nehemiah  Harmau,  Thomas  Han- 
cock, Oliver  Wetherby,  Joshua  Grant,  Jun..  William  Draper,  Jun., 
Ransom  V^an  Leaven,  Tunis  Rappellee,  John  Rudd,  and  Samuel 
WUooz  were  blessed.  Moses  Martin,  who  went  to  Missonri,  was  set 
apart  to  be  one  of  the  Seventies,  and  blessed  and  warned  aa  fol> 
lows:  "If  thon  art  not  pnrifled,  thon  wilt,  not  be  able  to  eanente 
thy  commission.  Thou  wilt  ftdl  into  the  snares  and  into  the  hands 
of  enemies  who  will  take  thy  lif^;  thou  mnst  begin  to  make  a  eom- 
plete  reformation  in  thyself.'* 

Oliykb  Cowdibt. 

Cleik. 

The  following  belong  to  the  Seventies,  bnt  the  date  of  their  ovdi- 
nations  is  not  definitely  known:  Milo  Andms,  Joseph  Winchester, 
Zerubbabel  Snow,  Heman  T.  Hyde,  Henry  Brown,  Nelson  Hig^ins, 
(FI(>/.ekiah  Fisk  was  blessed,  but  was  not  one  of  the  Seventies,) 
Henry  Beaman,  Jesse  Huntsman,  Royal  Barney,  Zebedee  Coltrin, 
Henry  Herriman,  and  I^orenso  D.  Barnes.  James  L,  Thompson  was 
blessed,  but  not  ordained. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

THE  GAEAT  liEVlilLAXlON  ON  FBIBSTUOOD. 
Mimam  oS  MeeHng§  of  the  Iwelve, 

KiRTi^ND,  March  12,  1835. — This  evenincr  the  Twolve  assembled, 
and  the  couacil  was  opened  by  President  Josujili  Smith,  Jan.,  and  he 
propoMd  we  take  oar  first  mission  through  the  Eastern  States,  to  the 
Atlaatie  Ooean,  and  hold  oonftreneM  in  tlie  vieinity  of  tlie  levml 
braDohes  of  tiwOmroh  for  the  purpose  of  rogalatiniraU  things  neeetHury 
for  their  welfare. 

It  WM  pRipoMd  that  the  Twelve  leaTe  Kirtland  on  the  4th  dagr  of 
May,  whieh  was  nnanmuiosly  agreed  to. 
It  was  then  propoaad  fliat  dnrinir  their  present  miision,  Slder 

Brigham  Toonf?  should  open  tiie  door  of  the  Gospel  to  the  remnants  of 

Joseph,  who  dwell  amonj^  the  Gentiles,  which  was  carried. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Twelve  should  hold  their  first  conference  in 
Kirtland,  May  2nd;  in  Westfield,  New  York,  May  Uth;  in  Freedom, 
N.  Y.,  May2'Jnd;  inLyonstown,  N.  Y  ,  June  5th;  at  Pillow  Point,  June 
10th;  in  West  Loboro',  Upper  Canada,  June  2yth;  in  Johnsbury, 
Vermont,  July  17th;  in  Bradford,  Massachusetts,  August  7th;  in  Dover, 
New  Hampshire,  September  4th;  in  Saco,  Maine,  September  18th ; 
Farmington,  Maine,  October  2nd. 

Orson  Hyde, 

Wm.  £.  M'Lellik,  Clerks. 

KiBTLAMD,  Mareh  28th. 
This  afternoon  the  TweWe  met  in  oonncil,  and  had  a  time  of  general 
eonfession.  On  reviewing  onr  past  oonise  we  are  satisfied,  and  feel  to 
confess  also,  that  we  hare  not  realised  the  importance  of  our  calling  to 
that  degree  that  we  ought;  we  have  hovn  li^^ht minded  and  vain,  and  in 
many  things  have  done  wrong.  For  all  these  things  we  hare  asked  the 
forgiveness  of  our  heavenly  Father;  and  wherein  we  have  grieved  or 
wonnded  the  feelings  of  the  Preaidenoy,  we  ask  their  forgiveness.  The 
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time  when  we  are  about  to  separate  is  near;  and  when  we  tkmSk  BMt 
■gain,  God  only  knows;  we  therefore  feel  to  ask  of  him  whom  we  have 
aeknowledged  to  be  our  Prophet  and  Seer,  that  he  inquire  of  God  for 
us,  and  obtain  a  revelation,  (if  consistent)  that  we  may  look  upon  it 
when  we  are  separated,  that  our  hearts  may  be  comforted.  Our 
worthiness  has  not  inspired  us  to  make  this  request,  but  our  un- 
worthiness.  We  have  unitedly  asked  God  our  heavenly  Father  to 
grant  unto  us  through  Ills  Seer,  a  revelation  of  His  mind  and  will  eon- 
cerning  our  duty  the  coming'-  season,  even  a  ^jreat  revelation,  that  will 
enlarge  our  hearts,  comfort  us  in  adversity,  and  brighten  our  hopes 
amidst  the  powers  of  darkness. 

0R80K  Hn»B, 

Wm.  B.  M'LiLLnr,  Clerisi. 

2o  I¥M<clmf  JoB^h  Smith,  Jun,,  Kirtkmd,  Ohio, 

In  compliance  with  the  above  request,*  1  inquired  of  the 
Lord,  and  received  for  answer  the  toUowiug: 

Bevelation  on  Priesthood,^ 

1.  There  are  in  the  Church  two  Priesthoods,  namely,  tho  Mel«liiaadok 
and  the  Aanmio,  inoluding  the  Levitioai  Prieathood. 

*  At  this  point  It  may  b«  well  to  note  a  otagiilar  thing  with  reforeaoo  to  nearly  all 
the  levolatioaa  that  hare  beea  neohrod  la  this  dispeoaaCioB;  they  oame  fai  wipoaM 

to  enquiry,  fa  vacponso  to  prayer.  "Ask  and  ye  shall  receive;"  "Soak  BBd  yo 
•h»ll  find,"  seems  to  have  been  the  prinriple  on  which  the  Ixjni  has  !wte<i  with 
reference  to  giving  revelations.  For  instance,  the  ix)rd  revealed  Himaelf  and  HIa 
8oB  Jerat  Ohiiit  to  flie  Prophet  JoMph  In  answer  to  tito  Utffter't  oanMSt  pnyer  to 
know  the  tmth  vespeeting  the  various  religtoas;  Iforoal  eeme  three  years  later  in 
response  to  the  voting  Prophet's  earnest  prayer  to  know  his  standinfi:  before 
the  Lord;  nearly  all  the  early  revelations  to  individuals  in  the  Uhurch,  to  Joseph 
Smith,  Sen.,  Hymm  Smith,  Oliror  Gowdery,  Joseph  Knight,  David,  Peter,  John 
and  OhristiaaWliitaer  were  gtren  In  answer  to  the  enqolcy  of  tiieie  man  to  knaw 
tteir  duty  in  respect  of  the  work  of  the  T^ord  then  coming  forth;  the  revelation  on 
Church  Organization  and  (Jovernmeiit  (Doc.  and  Cov.  sec.  20),  was  given  in 
response  to  Joseph  and  Oliver's  prayers  and  enquiries  concerning  those  things;  so 
with  releienee  to  the  revelatlono  glT«i  to  flie  WItnesiee  to  the  Book  of  MotiMm; 
and  in  fact  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  work's  devetopment.  This  great 
revelation  on  I'rit  siliood  and  the  relations  of  the  quorums  to  each  othor  in  the 
Church  is  also  ^iven  in  response  to  a  most  humble  petition  to  the  Prophet  on  the 
part  tA  tiie  Twetre;  and,  ttie  Prophet  eayt:  '*/  te^lrMl  of  tk§  Ltri,  mmI  rsortosd 
mmwer  lAo  MIowtng  rtvoteMom*'  then  loUowe  the  revelatfam. 

t  According  to  the  explanatory  note  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenantaf  aee.  9ftL,  1h» 
ton  pertof  thle  revelation,  the  flret  flCty-elght  Tonee,  waa  flvea  Kardi  SStht  tha 
•ame  day  the  Twelve  ask  the  Prophet  to  enqolre  of  toa  Li»d  for  them,  the  other  Itama 
were  revealed  at  aoadry  tloMa. 
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2.  Why  tlie  flnt  ii  cdkd  th»  MetehlNdek  Prifltdiood,  is  beeMiM 
Mefohliedek  was  such  a  gnat  High  Prieet; 

3.  Before  his  day  it  was  eallad  the  Uoly  JMathood  aSUr  thn  Order 

Hlf  the  Son  of  God. 

4.  Bat  out  of  respoct  or  reverence  to  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
to  avoid  the  too  frequent  repetition  of  His  name,  they,  the  Church  in 
ancient  days,  oalied  that  Priesthood  after  Melclusodek,  or  the  MelohiaedelL 
Priesthood. 

5.  All  other  authorities  or  othces  in  the  Church  are  appendages  to 
this  Priesthood; 

6.  But  there  are  two  divisions,  or  errand  heads;  one  is  the 
Melehisedek  Priesthood,  and  the  other  is  the  Aaronio  or  Levitical 

Prisrthood* 

7.  Tbs  offiee  of  aa  Elder  oomas  under  tke  Priastliood  of  Melohisedek. 

8.  The  MolehisedAPriosthood  holds  the  right  of  pw^^ 

power  and  authority  orer  all  the  olBoos  in  the  Chmeh,  in  all  ages  of 
the  worid,  to  administer  in  splritnal  things. 

9.  The  Prssideney  of  the  High  Priesthood,  after  the'  Order  of 
Melehisedek,  have  a  right  to  offleiate  in  all  the  offices  in  the  Charch. 

10.  High  Priests  after  the  Older  of  the  Melehisedek  Priesthood,  have 
s  light  to  offleiate  in  their  own  standing,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Presidency,  in  adroinisterin?  splritnal  thin^,  and  also  in  the  office  of 
an  Elder,  Prieat  (of  the  Levitioal  order),  Teaeher,  JDeaoon  and 
member. 

11.  An  Elder  has  a  right  to  ofiiciate  in  liis  stead,  when  the  High 
Priest  is  not  present. 

12.  The  Hig^h  Priest  and  Elder  are  to  administer  in  spiritual  thintrs, 
agreeable  to  the  covenants  and  comraandment.H  of  the  Church;  and 
they  have  a  right  to  olliciate  in  all  these  otlicus  of  the  Church,  when 
there  are  no  higher  aathorities  present. 

13.  The  seeond  Meefchood  is  eaUed  the  Priesthood  of  Aanm,  heeanse 
it  was  eoitfemd  upon  Aaioo  and  his  seed,  thronghont  all  their 
generadons* 

14.  Wlqr  it  vk  ealled  the  lesser  Priesthood,  is  heeanse  it  is  an 
•ppendage  to  the  greater,  or  the  ICelehisedek  Priesthood,  and  has 
power  in  administering  ootwmrd  ordinanees. 

15.  The  Bishopric  is  the  PresidenQj  of  this  Priesthood,  and  holds 

the  keys  or  authority  of  the  same. 

16.  No  man  has  a  legal  rigrht  to  this  office,  to  hold  the  keys  of  this 
Priesthood,  except  he  be  a  literal  descendant  of  Aaron. 

17.  But  as  a  High  Priest  of  the  Melehisedek  Priesthood  has  authority 
to  officiate  in  all  the  lesser  offices,  he  may  otliciate  in  the  oilier  of  Bishop, 
when  no  literal  descendant  of  Aaron  can  be  found,  provided  he  is  called. 
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and  Mt  apart,  and  ordaiDed  unto  this  power,  by  the  handa  of  the 

Presidency  of  the  Melchisedek  Priesthood. 

18.  The  power  and  authority  of  the  higher,  or  Melchisedek  Priest- 
hood, is  to  hold  the  keys  of  all  the  spiritual  blessings  of  the  Church, 

19.  To  have  the  privilege  of  receiving  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  to  have  the  heavens  opened  unto  them,  to  commune  with 
the  general  assembly  and  Church  of  the  first-born,  and  to  enjoy  the 
communion  and  presence  of  God  the  Father,  and  Jesus,  the  Mediator 
of  the  New  Covenant. 

20.  The  power  and  authority  of  the  leaser,  or  Aaronic  Priesthood,  ia 
to  hold  the  keys  of  the  mmisterinflr  of  angels,  and  to  admiiiiater  in 
outiravd  oidiiuuioes,  the  letter  of  the  Goapel,  the  baptiaiii  of  repentaiioe 
for  the  remiasion  of  ama,  agreeable  to  the  eovenanta  and  eommandBieiits. 

21.  Of  neoeaaity  there  are  Preaidenta,  or  |>re8idiii|c  ollleen,  growtnir 
oat  of,  or  appointed  of,  or  from  among  thoae  who  are  ordained  to  the 
aeveral  oflloes  in  these  two  Priesthooda. 

22.  Of  the  Melehiaedek  Prieathood  three  preeiding  Hiicli  Ftiesta, 
ohoaen  by  the  body,  appointed  and  ordained  to  that  office,  and  npfa^d 
by  the  confidence,  faith,  and  prayer  of  the  Chnreh,  form  a  qnomm  of 
the  Presidency  of  the  Chureh. 

23.  The  Twelve  traveling  councilors  are  called  to  be  the  Twelve 
Apostles,  or  especial  witnesses  of  the  name  of  Christ,  in  all  the  world, 
thus  differing  from  other  officers  in  the  Church,  in  the  duties  of  their 
calling; 

24.  And  tliey  torrn  a  quorum  ccjual  in  authority  and  power  to  the 
three  Presidents  previously  mentioned. 

25.  The  Seventy  are  also  called  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  to  be 
especial  witnesses  unto  the  Qentiles  and  in  all  the  world;  thus  differing 
from  other  officers  in  the  Chnroh  in  the  duties  of  their  calling; 

26.  And  they  form  a  qnomm  equal  in  anthority  to  that  of  the 
Twelve  especial  witnesses  or  Apostles,  just  named. 

27.  And  every  deelsion  made  by  either  of  these  quomms,  most  be  fay 
the  nnanimona  voioe  of  the  aame;  that  is,  every  member  in  etteh 
qnomm  mnst  be  amcoed  to  ita  decisions,  in  order  to  make  their  deoisioDa 
of  the  aame  power  or  validity  one  with  the  other. 

28.  (A  majority  may  form  a  qnomm  when  ehronmstanees  render  it 
impossible  to  be  otherwise.) 

29.  Unless  this  is  the  case,  their  decisions  are  not  entitled  to  the 
same  blessings  which  the  decisions  of  a  quorum  of  three  Presidents 
were  anciently,  who  were  ordained  after  the  order  of  Melchisedek,  and 
were  righteous  and  holy  men. 

.30,  The  decisions  of  these  (juorums  or  either  of  them,  are  to  be 
made  in  all  righteousuess,  in  holiness  and  lowliness  of  heart,  meekness 
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and  loiiff-siilferaig,  and  in  faith,  andyirtne,  and  knowledge,  temperanee, 
patienee,  godliness,  brotherly  kindness,  and  eharity; 

31.  Beeaase  the  promise  is,  if  these  things  abonnd  in  them  they  shall 
not  be  nufhiitf ol  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Lovd. 

32.  And  in  ease  that  any  decision  of  these  quornms  is  made  in 
onrigfateoosness,  it  may  be  brought  before  a  general  assembly  of  the 
several  quornms,  which  constttate  the  spiritual  authorities  of  the 
Church,  otherwise  there  can  be  no  appeal  from  their  decision. 

33.  The  Twelve  are  a  travelini^,  presiding  Hiffh  Council,  to  offiomte 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  under  tlie  direction  of  the  Presidency  of  the 
Church,  airroeable  to  th»'  institution  (»f  lu'uven,  to  V>uihl  up  tlic  Church, 
and  rc<]rulatc  all  the  atTairs  ot  the  same,  in  all  nations,  tirst  unto  the 
Gentiles,  and  secondly  unto  the  Jews. 

3-i.  The  Seventy  are  to  act  in  the  name  of  tlie  Lord,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Twelve,  or  the  Traveling  High  Council,  in  building  up 
the  Church,  and  regulating  all  the  affairs  of  the  same  in  all  nations; 
first  nnto  the  €tontiles,  and  then  to  the  Jews; 

96.  The  Twelve  being  sent  out,  holding  the  keys  to  open  the  door  by 
the  proefaunation  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesns  Christ,  and  first  nnto  the 
Ctontiles  and  then  unto  the  Jews. 

36.  The  standing  Hifl^  Conneils  at  the  Stakes  of  Zion  form  a 
qnonim  eqnal  in  anthority,  in  the  affairs  of  the  Chnroh,  in  all  their 
decisions,  to  the  qnonim  of  the  President^,  or  to  the  traToling  High 
Council. 

37.  The  High  Council  in  Zion  form  a  qnomm  equal  in  authority,  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Church,  in  all  their  decisions,  to  the  oonncils  of  the 
Twelve  at  the  Stakes  of  Zion. 

38.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  traveling  High  Council,  to  call  upon  the 
Seventy,  when  they  need  assistance,  to  (ill  the  several  calls  for 
preaching  and  administering  tiie  Gospel,  instead  of  any  others. 

39.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Twelve,  in  all  larpe  branches  <)f  the  Church, 
to  ordain  evangelical  ministers,  as  they  shall  be  designated  unto  them 
by  revelation. 

40.  The  order  of  this  Priesthood  was  confirmed  to  be  handed  down 
from  father  to  son,  and  rightly  belongs  to  the  literal  deseendaats  of  the 
Mhosen  seed,  to  whom  the  promises  were  made. 

41.  This  order  was  instituted  in  the  days  of  Adam,  and  eame  down 
by  lineage  in  the  following  manner: 

42.  From  Adam  to  8eth,  who  was  ordained  by  Adam  at  the  age  of 
aixty*nine  yean,  and  was  blessed  by  him  three  years  previous  to  his 
(Adam*s)  death,  and  received  the  promise  of  God,  by  his  father,  that 
his  posterity  should  be  the  chosen  of  the  Lord,  and  that  they  should 
be  preserved  unto  the  end  of  the  earth. 
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43.  Because  he  (Seth)  was  a  perfect  man,  and  his  likeness  was  the 
express  likeness  of  his  father  insomuch  that  he  seemed  to  be  like  unto 
his  father  in  all  things,  and  ooold  be  distinguished  from  him  only  by 
bis  a^e. 

44.  Enos  was  ordained  at  the  age  of  an  hundred  and  thirty-four  yean 
and  four  months,  by  tlie  hand  of  Adam. 

45.  God  called  upon  Caiuan  in  the  wilderness,  in  the  fortieth  year  of 
his  age,  and  be  met  Adam  in  journeying  to  the  place  Shedolamak;  he 
WAS  eighty-seven  yean  old  when  he  neelved  his  or^naliott. 

46.  Mahalaleol  wm  four  hnndnd  and  mnety-siz  yean  and  aeven 
days  old,  when  he  was  oidained  by  the  hand  of  Adam,  who  also 
Messed  him. 

47.  Jand  was  two  hundred  yean  old  when  he  was  ordained  nnder 
the  hand  of  Adam,  who  also  blessed  him. 

48.  Enoch  was  twenty-five  years  old  when  he  was  ordained  under  the 
hand  of  Adam,  and  he  was  si.\ty-five  when  Adam  blessed  him. 

49.  And  he  saw  the  Lord,  and  he  walked  with  Him,  and  was  before 
His  face  oontinoally;  and  he  walked  with  God  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  years,  making  him  four  hondred  and  thirty  yean  old  when  he 
was  translated. 

oO.  Methuselah  was  one  hundred  years  old  when  he  was  ordained 

under  the  hand  of  Adam. 

r>l.  Lamech  wait  thirty-two  years  old  when  he  was  ordained  under  the 
hand  of  Seth. 

52.  Noah  was  ten  years  old  when  he  was  ordained  under  the  hand  ot 
Methuselah. 

63.  Three  yean  pn^imis  to  the  death  of  Adam,  he  ealled  Seth,  Enos, 
Gainan,  Mahalaleel,  Jarad,  Bnoeh,  and  Methuselah,  who  wen  all  fiUgh 
Priests,  with  the  residue  of  his  posterity,  who  wen  righteous,  into 
the  valley  of  Adam-ondi-Ahman,  and  then  bestowed  upon  them  his  last 
blessing. 

64.  And  the  Lord  appeared  unto  them,  and  they  rose  up  and  blessed 
Adam,  and  called  him  Michael  the  Prinoe,  the  Anhangel. 

66.  And  the  Lord  administered  comfort  unto  Adam,  and  said  unto 
him,  I  haTe  set  thee  to  be  at  the  head ;  a  multitude  of  nations  shall  eome 

of  thee;  and  thou  art  a  prince  over  them  for  ever. 

5fi.  And  Adam  stood  up  in  the  midst  of  the  congreeration,  and 
nothwithstandin^j  he  was  bowed  down  with  ap^e,  beinir  full  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  predicted  whatsoever  should  befall  his  posterity  uuto  the  latest 
generation. 

57.  These  things  were  all  written  in  the  Book  of  Enoch,  and  are  to 
be  testified  of  in  due  time. 

58.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Twelve,  also,  to  ordain  and  set  in 
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OKder  all  the  other  offleen  of  the  Churoh  egreeeble  to  the  n¥eletio& 
whieh  eayi: 

59.  To  the  Chnrah  of  Christ  in  the  hmd  of  Zkm,  in  addition  to  tiie 
Ohnveh  lawa,  leipeetinff  Chnrah  bosineis. 

80.  Verily,  I  say  nnto  yon,  aaith  the  Lord  of  Hoata,  there  must  needa 
be  presiding  Bldera,  to  fnreaide  over  thoae  who  are  of  the  ofllee  of 

aui  Elder; 

61.  And  alao  Priests  to  preside  over  thoae  who  are  of  the  ofBee 

of  a  Priest : 

62.  And  also  Teachers  to  preside  over  those  who  are  o£  the  office 

of  a  Teacher,  in  like  manner;  and  also  the  Deacons: 

Chi.  Wherefore  from  Deacon  to  Teacher,  and  from  Teacher  to  Priest, 
and  from  Priest  to  Elder,  severally  as  they  are  appointed,  according 
to  the  covenants  and  commandments  of  the  Church; 

t>4.  Then  comes  the  High  i'nesthood,  which  is  the  greatest  of 
aU. 

65.  Wherefora,  it  must  needa  be  that  one  be  appt^ated,  of  the  Hi«fa 
Prieathood,  to  preaide  over  the  Priesthood;  and  he  shall  be  ealled 
Prealdent  of  the  High  Priesthood  of  the  Chnreh, 

66.  Or  in  other  words»  the  presidinir  High  Priest  over  the  High 
Priesthood  of  the  Chnrah. 

67.  From  the  same  eomes  the  administering  of  ordinaneea,  and  bleaa- 
ings  upon  the  Oinrah»  hj  the  laying  on  of  the  hands. 

68.  Wherefore,  the  office  of  a  Bij^hop  is  not  equal  nnto  it;  for  the 
office  of  a  Bishop  is  in  administering  all  temporal  thing-s; 

69.  Neverthele.ss,  a  Bishop  must  he  chosen  from  the  High  Priesthood 
nnless  he  is  a  literal  descendant  of  Aaron; 

70.  For  unless  he  is  a  literal  descendant  of  Aaron  he  cannot  hold  the 
keys  of  that  Priesthood; 

71.  Nevertheless,  a  High  Priest,  that  is,  after  the  order  of  Melchisedek, 
may  be  set  apart  unto  the  ministerinp  of  temporal  things,  having  a 
knowledge  of  them  by  the  Spirit  of  truth, 

72.  And  also  to  be  a  judge  in  Israel,  to  do  the  business  of  the  Church, 
to  sit  in  judgment  upon  transgressors,  upon  testimony,  as  it  shall  be 
laid  before  him,  aeeording  to  the  laws,  by  the  assistanee  of  his 
oonnselon,  whom  he  haa  ehoaen,  or  will  ehoose  among  the  Blden 
of  the  Chnreh; 

73.  This  is  the  dnty  of  a  Biahop  who  ia  not  a  literal  descendant  of 
Aaron,  bnt  haa  lieen  ordained  to  the  High  Priesthood  after  the  order 
of  Melehisedek. 

74.  Thns  shall  be  be  a  judge,  even  a  common  jndge  among  the  in- 
habitants of  Zion.  or  in  a  Stake  of  Zion,  or  in  any  branch  of  the 
Chnreh  whera  he  shall  be  set  apart  nnto  thia  ministry,  nntil  tbe  borders 
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ni  ZioB  an  milarged,  and  it  beoomes  naeanary  to  have  cChar  BialMips 
or  jadgea  in  Zion«  or  elaewhera; 

75.  And  inaamoeh  aa  there  are  other  Biahopa  appointed,  thefy  ahall 
aet  in  the  same  ofllee. 

76.  Bat  a  literal  detoendant  of  Aaron  haa  a  bgal  riirlift  to  the  Pkee- 
idenej  of  this  Prieethood,  to  the  keys  of  thia  miniatiy,  to  aet  in  tiio 
oilee  of  Bishop  independently,  without  oonnselors,  except  in  a  case 
where  the  President  of  the  High  Priesthood,  after  the  order  of 
Melchi<iedek,  is  tried;  to  sit  as  a  judge  in  Israel: 

77.  And  the  decision  of  eitlier  of  theae  eonneila,  agreeable  to  the 
commandment,  wliirh  says: 

78.  Again,  vt-rily  1  sav  unto  you.  the  most  important  business  of  the 
Church,  and  the  most  ditlicult  eases  of  the  Church,  inasmuch  as  there 
is  not  satisfaction  upon  the  decision  of  the  Bishop,  or  judges,  it  shall 
be  handed  over  and  carried  up  unto  the  Council  of  the  Church,  before  the 
Presidency  of  the  Uigh  Priesthood; 

79.  And  the  Presidency  of  the  Council  of  the  High  Prieathood,  ahaU 
have  power  to  oall  other  High  Prieata,  eren  twelve,  to  aaaiat  aa 
oomiaelort;  and  thua  the  Preaideney  of  the  High  Prieathood,  and  ita 
eooneelora.  ahali  have  power  to  decide  upon  teatimony,  aeeording  to  the 
lawa  of  the  Chnreh; 

80.  And  after  thia  deeiaion,  it  shall  be  had  in  remembrance  no  more 
twfore  the  Lord;'  for  thia  ia  tiie  higheat  Ooonell  of  the  Choroh  of  God; 
and  a  final  deeiaton  upon  controversies  in  apiritual  matters. 

81.  There  is  not  any  person  belonging  to  the  Chnreh  who  ia  eiempt 
from  this  Council  of  the  Church. 

82.  And  inasmuch  as  a  President  of  the  Ilifirh  Priesthood  shall  trans- 
gress, he  shall  be  had  in  remembrance  before  the  common  council  of 
the  Church,  who  shall  be  assisted  by  twelve  counselors  of  the  High 
Priesthood, 

83.  And  their  decision  upon  his  head  shall  be  an  end  of  controversy 
concerning  hirn. 

84.  Thus  noiH'  shall  be  exempted  from  the  justice  auil  tlie  laws  of 
God;  that  all  things  may  be  done  in  order  and  in  solemnity  before 
him,  according  to  truth  and  righteoQaneea. 

86.  And  again,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  the  dnty  of  a  president  over 
die  ofUce  of  a  Deacon,  ia  to  preside  over  twelve  Deaeona,  to  ait  in 
conncil  with  them,  and  to  teach  them  their  duty,  edifying  one  another, 
aa  it  is  given  according  to  the  covenants. 

86.  And  also  the  dnty  ai  the  president  over  the  offlce  of  the  Teachers, 
is  to  preside  over  twenty-four  of  the  Teachers,  and  to  sit  in  councfl 
with  them,  teaching  them  the  duties  of  their  o£^  aa  given  in  the 
eovenanta. 
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87.  Alaa  the  duty  of  the  president  over  the  Priesthood  of  Aaron,  is 
to  preside  over  forty-ei^^ht  Priesta,  and  sit  in  council  with  thera,  to 
teach  them  the  duties  of  their  ofHce,  as  it  is  given  in  the  covenants; 

88.  This  president  is  to  be  a  Bishop;  for  this  is  one  of  the  duties  of 
this  Priesthoml. 

89.  Apain,  the  duty  of  the  president  over  the  office  of  Elders,  is  to 
preside  over  ninety-six  Elders,  and  to  sit  in  council  with  them,  and 
to  teach  them  accordintj  to  the  covenants. 

90.  This  presidency  is  a  distinct  one  from  that  of  the  Seventy, 
and  is  designed  for  those  who  do  not  travel  into  all  the  world. 

91.  And  agun,  Uw  doty  of  the  PMadent  of  the  ofllee  of  the  High 
Plrierthood,  k  to  presido  over  the  whole  Chvieh,  and  to  be  like  unto 

98.  Behold,  hero  it  wisdom;  yea,  to  be  a  Seer,  a  Bevelator,  a 
Translator,  and  a  Prophet,  having  all  the  gifts  of  God  whioh  He  bestows 
opon  the  bead  of  tiie  Chnroh. 

93.  And  it  is  according  to  the  vision  showing  the  order  of  the 
Seventy,  that  they  should  have  seven  presidents  to  preside  over  them, 
ebosen  out  of  the  number  of  the  Seventy; 

94.  And  the  seventh  president  of  these  presidents  is  to  preside  over 

the  six; 

95.  And  these  seven  presidents  are  to  choose  other  seventy  beside 
the  tirst  seventy,  to  whom  they  belong;  and  are  to  preside  over 
them; 

96.  And  also  other  seventy,  till  seven  times  seventy,  if  the  labor  in 
the  vineyard  of  necessity  requires  it; 

97.  And  these  seventy  are  to  be  traveling  ministers  onto  the  Gentiles 
first,  and  also  nnto  the  Jews; 

98.  Whereas  other  ollleers  of  the  Chnreh,  who  belong  not  nnto  the 
Twelve,  neither  to  the  Seventy,  aro  not  under  the  responsibility  to 
travel  among  all  nations,  but  are  to  travel  as  their  eireumstanoes  shall 
allow;  notwithstanding,  they  may  hold  as  high  and  responsible  offlees 
in  the  Chnreh. 

99.  Wherefore,  now,  let  every  man  learn  his  duty,  and  to  aot  in  the 
office  in  which  he  is  appointed,  in  all  diligence. 

100.  He  that  is  slothful  shall  not  be  counted  worthy  to  stand,  and 
he  that  learns  not  his  doty  and  shows  himself  not  i4>proved,  shall  not 
be  eounted  worthy  to  stand.   Even  so.  Amen. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

THB  FIB8T  MISSION  OF  THB  T¥rBLVB« 

The  school  in  Eirtland  closed  the  last  week  in  Maioh^ 
oioM  of  (he     ^  Elders  an  opportunity  to  go  forth 

Kid«n*  aiul  proclaim  the  Gospel,  preparatory  to  the 

SOllOOls 

OTKlowinent. 

Sunday f  March  — 1  pieaclied  about  three  hours,  at 
PabUe  Dto-  Huutsburgh — whert^  William  E.  M*LelUn  had 
Hontobarah  holding  a  public  discussion,  on  a  chal- 

^  lenge  from  J.  M.  Tracy,  a  Campbellite 

preacher,  the  two  dajrs  previous,  on  the  divinity  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon— at  tiie  close  of  which  two  were  baptized  ; 
and,  on  Monday,  four  more  name  forward  for  baptism. 

Minutea  of  Conjermce  held  ai  Fneiami  lf»  Y, 

April  :{rd  and  4th,  a  conference  of  the  Sailita  was  held  at  j^Veedom, 

New  Vork,  Sidney  Ki^'tlnn  pri;siding. 

Fifteen  branches  of  tlie  Chnrch  were  represented,  five  of  wliich  had 
not  been  previously  represeuted  at  any  conference,  numbering  about 
fifty  members. 

Elder  Chester  L.  Heath,  of  Avon,  was  expelled  from  the  Church,  for 
breach  of  covenant,  and  not  observing  the  Word  of  Wisdom. 

Wabmn  a.  Cowdibt,  Clistk, 

Mimui€$  of  a  Conferenee  of  the  7W*e/«e  cnMi  the  8evetMe»» 

•  On  the  26th  of  April  the  Twelve  Apostles,  and  the  Seventies  who 
had  been  chosen,  assernl>ie<l  in  the  temple  (although  untinislied) ,  with  a 
numerous  concourse  of  people,  to  receive  their  chargre  and  instructions 
from  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  relating  to  their  mission  and  du- 
tiM.   The  oongregation  being  assembled.  Elder  Orson  Pratt  arrived 


Digitized  by  Google 


1>.  18351 


BliSTOBY  OF  TB£  CHDSGfl 


219 


from  the  south  part  of  the  state,  making^  our  number  complete,  Elder 
Thomas  B.  Marsh  having  arrived  the  day  previous. 

MMug  of  the  IVmIm. 

April  28. — The  Twelve  met  this  afteruoon  at  the  schoolroom,  for  the 
purpose  of  prayer  and  consultation.  Elder  David  W.  Patten  opened 
the  meeting  by  prayer. 

Moved  and  carried,  that  when  any  member  of  the  council  wishes  to 
speak,  he  shall  arise  and  stand  upon  his  feet. 

Elder  M'LeUin  read  the  eonunandment  giyen  eonoenung  the  ehoos 
mg  of  the  Twelve;  when  it  was  voted  that  we  eaeh  forgive  one  an- 
other every  wrong  that  has  existed  among  ns,  and  that  from  heneeforth 
eaeh  one  of  the  Twelve  love  his  brother  as  hknself ,  in  temporal  ae  well 
as  in  spiritual  things,  always  inqoiring  into  eaeh  other^s  welfare. 

Decided  that  the  Twelve  be  ready  and  start  on  their  mission  from 
Elder  Johnson's  tavern  on  Monday,  at  two  o'eloek  a.  m..  May  4th. 

filder  firigham  Young  then  eloaed  by  prayer. 

Orson  Hyde, 
W.  E.  M'Lellin, 
Clerks. 

JftfiHtM  o/a  Otmml  Cwmeil  of  the  PnttHhood, 

May  2. — A  grand  council  was  held  in  Kirtland,  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers  of  the  Church, viz. :  Presidents  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  David 
Whitmer,  Oliver  Cowdery,  Sidney  Rifrdon,  Frederick  G.  Williams, 
Joseph  Smith,  Sen.,  and  Hynim  Smith,  with  the  council  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles,  Bishop  Partridge  and  counselors.  Bishop  Whitney  and  coun- 
selors, find  some  of  the  Seventies,  with  their  presidents,  viz.,  Sylvester 
Siuith,  Leonard  Rich,  Lyman  Sherman,  Ilazen  Aldrich,  Joseph  Young, 
and  Levi  iJancock;  and  many  Elders  from  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try.  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  presiding. 

After  the  eonfteenoe  was  opened,  and  the  Twelve  had  taken  their 
seats.  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,  said  that  it  wonld  he  the  dnty  of 
the  Twelve,  when  in  oonneil,  to  take  their  seats  together  aooording  to 
age,  the  oldest  to  be  seated  at  the  head,  and  preside  in  the  first  eonneil, 
the  nest  oldest  in  the  second,  and  so  on  until  the  youngest  had  pre- 
sided; and  then  b«gin  at  the  oldest  again.* 

•  It  <*hoiiM  be  observed  hf  rt\  that  this  nrrncpment  has  reforonce  only  to  the  first 
organization  of  the  quorum  of  the  Twelve.  After  this  ttrst  arrangement,  the 
brethren  of  that  quorum  held  and  now  hold  their  place  io  it  and  preside  according  to 
mkffUf  oC  oidiBiilioii,  not  off  sge.  Though  11  nmst  be  admlfefead,  fluil  this  order  was 
BOtalways  strictly  observed ;  for  inslmee,  the  late  President  Woodruff,  for  a  number 
of  jw,  nnkfld  in  tht  qoonun  of  tho  Twolre  before  Elder  John  Taylor;  altboagb  (be 
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The  Twelve  then  took  their  seats  accordinjj:  to  ape  as  follows:  Thoma^s 
B.  Marsh,  Djivid  W.  Patten,  Bri{,''hain  Voun^r.  Heber  C.  Kimball,  Or- 
son liyde,  William  E.  M'Lellin.  Parley  P.  I*ratt.  Luke  S.  Johnson, 
William  Smith,  Orson  Pratt,  John  F.  Boynton,  and  Lymau  E.  Johnson. 

Itenu  of  InstrueHon  io  the  Twett^  and  the  Seventy, 

President  Joseph  Smith  then  stated  that  the  Twelve  will  have  no 
rigfht  topo  into  Zion,  or  any  of  its  stakes,  and  there  undertake  to  reg- 
ulate the  affairs  thereof ,  whore  there  is  a  standin^r  hi^jh  council:  but  it 
is  their  duty  to  go  abroad  and  refxulate  all  uuitters  relative  to  tlie  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  Church.  When  the  Twelve  are  together,  or  a 
quorum  of  them,  in  any  church,  they  will  have  authority  to  act  itide- 
peudeutly,  and  make  decisions,  and  those  decisions  will  be  valid.  Kut 
where  there  is  not  a  quorum,  they  will  have  to  do  business  by  the  voice 
of  the  Chnreh.  No  standing  High  Council  hat  anthority  to  go  into  the 
ohnrches  abroad,  and  regulate  the  matters  thereof,  for  this  belonics  to 
the  Twelve.  No  standintr  High  CounoU  will  ever  be  established  only 
in  Zion,  or  one  of  her  stakes.*  When  the  Twelve  pass  a  deeision,  it  it 
in  the  name  of  theChnreh,  therefore  it  is  valid. 

No  official  member  of  the  Chnreh  has  authority  to  fro  into  any  branch 
thereof,  and  ordain  any  minister  for  that  ehureh,  unless  it  is  by  the 

latter  was  (Nrdalned  flrttt  and  aetually  asctated  la  theordloattonof  Pi«Bid«BtWood> 
ruff  ftt  Far  West  hi  the  spriag  of  1839.  1  tblak  fhis  case  iUustratea  ttie  Ineonalateney 

of  the  idfH  tliHt  seniority  of  ape  Khould  govern  in  fixin>f  the  standing  of  th(' member* 
in  the  quorum  of  the  Twelve.  Surely  it  would  be  nothing  short  of  an  absurdity 
in  order,  for  one  jaat  ordained  to  out-rank  one  that  had  taken  part  in  his  ordination. 
The  alight  irregularity  here  notioed'waa  eorreeted  by  Preaidamt  Bri^am  Tooag 
some  two  years  beforo  his  death,  and  President  Taylor  was  acconUti  place, 
which  pavf  him  piriority  of  Htandin^^  in  tiic  iiuorutn  to  Elder  Woodrut!.  I'rt-sidcnt 
Taylor  biniMelf  giveti  the  following  expluiiatiou  of  the  matter:  "Through  »ome 
InadTerteney,  or  perhapa  mixed  up  with  tha  idea  of  aaolorlty  of  age  taking  tba 
preQadeaae*  Wilford  Woodnitt*a  name  was  placed  on  the  reconls  at  the  time,  and 
for  many  years  after,  ln'fore  that  of  .lohn  Taylor  This  matter  M'aH  inve!«tigatcd. 
some  time  afterwHrd»,  by  FreMideut  Young  and  his  council,  sanctioned  also  by  thb 
Twelve,  whether  for  not)  John  Taylor  held  the  precedency  and  stood  in  gradation 
prior  to  Brother  Wilford  Wooilruff;  and  it  was  voted  on  and  decided  that  his  name 
be  jilactMl  licf.ir.-  Wilf  ird  Woodruffs,  although  Wilford  Woodruff  wh'^  the  older 
man.  The  reauoD  a»»igueU  for  this  change  was,  that  although  both  were  called  at 
the  aama  time,  John  Taylor  was  ordained  into  the  Twelve  prior  to  Wilford  Wood* 
mff ;  and  another  prominent  reason  would  be,  that  as  John  Taylor  assisted  in  the 
ordinntion  of  Elder  Wilford  Woo<lnifT,  he  therefore  must  precede  hini  in  the  coun- 
cil." (SucccsHion  in  the  Prlesthood,a  Discourse  by  President  John  Taylor — October, 
1881— p.  16.) 

*  Bat  a  tempcrarp  High  Conneil  of  High  Prieata  abroad  may  be  organiaed  when 

necessity  requires  it,  the  Hiph  Priests  abroad  (i.  e.«  ontaide  organized  stjtkes  of 
Zion)  having  the  power  to  determine  when  the  organisation  of  such  High  Council 
is  necessary.    (See  the  revelation  at  page  30  this  volume,  Terses  24-32.) 
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voice  of  that  branch.  No  Elder  haa  authority  to  go  into  any  branch 
of  the  Church,  and  appoint  meeting^,  or  attempt  to  reg^ate  the  affairs 

of  the  charoh,  without  the  advioe  and  oonaeot  of  the  preaidisg  Elder  of 

that  branch. 

If  the  first  Seventy  are  all  employed,  and  there  is  a  oall  for  more 
laborers,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  seven  presidents  of  the  lirst  Seventy 
to  call  and  ordain  other  Seventy  and  send  them  forth  to  labor  in  the 
vineyard,  nntil.  if  aectds  be,  they  wt  apart  t&wen  times  eeventy,  and 
wntk  nntil  tiiera  are  one  bnndred  and  fortj-fonr  thonsand  tiini  Bet  apart 
for  tiba  ministry.* 

The  Seventy  am  not  to  attend  the  eonf  erenoee  of  the  TwoIto,  unless 
they  are  ealled  npon  or  requested  so  to  do  by  the  Twelve.  The  Twelve 
and  the  Seventy  have  partienlarly  to  depend  npon  their  ministry  for 
thnr  support,  and  that  of  their  families;  and  they  have  a  right,  by  vir- 
tue of  their  offices,  to  oall  npon  the  churches  to  assist  them. 

Ehler  Henxy  Herriman  was  mdained  one  of  the  Seventy* 

The  circumstances  of  the  presidents  of  the  Seventy  were  severally 
considered,  relative  to  their  travelinpr  in  the  vineyard:  and  it  was  unan- 
imously agreed  that  they  should  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  go,  at 
the  call  of  the  Twelve,  when  the  Lord  opens  the  way.  Twenty-seven 
of  the  Seventy  were  also  considered,  and  it  was  derided  they  should 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  travel  in  the  ministry,  at  the  c&ll  of  the 
president  of  the  Seventy,  as  the  Lord  opens  the  way. 

After  an  adjournment  of  one  hour,  the  council  re-assembled. 

Ezra  Thayre  was  suspended  as  an  Elder  and  member,  until  investi* 
gation  eonid  be  had  b^ora  the  blsbop*s  eonrt,  eompiaint  having  been 
preferred  against  him  by  Oliver  Ghranger. 

Lorsnao  D.  Barnes  was  ordained  one  of  the  Seventy}  also  Henry  Ben- 
nor,  Miehael  Griflltlia,  Boynl  Barney,  and  Lebbens  T.  Goon,  who,  to- 
gather  with  twenty  others,  were  ealled  npon  to  hold  themselves  in 
madinfinn  to  tmnA  whan  etronmstanoes  might  permit. 

The  Bldsra  in  Blirtland  and  its  vicinity  were  then  ealled  npon,  or 
their  circumstances  considered,  and  their  names  enrolled.  Pres- 
ident Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  arose  with  the  lists  in  his  hand,  and  made 

•  la  bis  oolM  on  Ohoteh  History,  Jirfm  Whltmsr,  who  was  the  Chureh  Hlstorisa 
■t  Ibatttane,  says  concemtnf?  the  organization  of  the  Seventy:  "About  the  name 
thne  fi.  e.,  that  the  quorum  of  the  Twelve  was  ori^anized]  there  were  seventy  Hitfh 
Friesta  chosen,  who  were  cullt;il  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Twelve,  and  aiiaiat 
Ihsol  aeeordlag  to  ^bair  needs;  sad  If  sorenty  were  not  onoogh,  sail  seventy  mors, 
until  seventy  timss  soTsnty. "  ( Ms.  p.  51 . )  John  Whttmsr,  however,  Is  nUstskoi 
in  sayinjf  that  they  were  Hi^h  IViests  that  were  chosen.  They  wore  chiefly  chosen 
from  among  the  Elders,  and  the  few  High  Prieata  that  were  called  into  the  quorum 
««es  aftonraids  rsqnsstod  to  take  fheir  plsoo  with  ths  Hl^  Prissts  again,  and 
ottisrs  wsra  shossn  to  fill  ttio  vsoanelos  thus  orsatod.  (8so  "History  of  the  Organ- 
testtan  of  tte  SevemUss,'*  Joseph  Yonng,  pp.  4,  6. ) 
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some  very  appropriate  remarks, relative  to  the  deliverance  of  Zioti;  and, 
so  much  of  the  authority  of  the  Church  being  present,  moved  that  we 
never  give  up  the  struggle  for  Zion,  even  antU  death,  or  until  Zion  is 
redeemed. 

The  vote  was  unaiiitnous,  and  given  with  deep  feeling. 

Voted,  that  all  the  Folders  of  the  Church  are  bound  to  travel  in  the 
world  to  preach  the  Gospel,  with  all  their  might,  mind,  and  strength, 
when  their  cirounistanoes  will  admit  of  it;  and  that  the  door  is  dov 

Voted,  that  SldenBvigfaam  Touiig,  John  P.  Graeiie,  asd  Atom  Oitna 
be  appoiatod  to  goand  proaeh  the  Gospel  to  the  remaaata  of  Joaoph, 
the  door  to  b«  openod  by  Elder  Brigbam  Toong;  and  tiiia  will  open  Hm 
door  to  the  whole  hoose  of  Joseph. 

Voted,  that  when  another  Seventy  ia  raqnued,  the  preaiden^  of  the 
flrrt  Seventy  shall  choose,  ordain,  and  set  them  apart  bom  aasongtifee 
most  experienced  of  the  Elders  of  the  Chnreh. 

Voted,  that  whenever  the  labor  of  other  Seventy  is  reqnired,  theiy  are 
to  be  set  apart  and  ordained  to  that  office;  those  who  are  residing  at 
Kirtland  and  tho  re^ons  round  about,  who  can  eome  to  Kirtland.  to 
be  set  apart  and  ordained  by  the  direction  of  the  Presidency  of  the 
Church  in  Kirtland. 

Wm.  E.  M'Lki^in,  Clerk. 

Tkt  Fint  Mi99iam  of  Hu  2Mm. 

The  Twehrs  left  Kiitlaad  thia  morning  [May  4th],*  and  embarked  on 
board  the  steamer  8andu$kif^  at  Fairport,  and  landbd  at  Dunkirk,  Nov 
York,  6  o*olook  p.m.,  and  after  pieaehing  in  thoae  regions  a  few  daya, 

met  in  oonference  at  Westfleld,  May  9th,  aeeording  to  previous  ap- 
pointment; the  ehnreh  being  present,  and  Thomas  B.  Marsh,  the  old- 
est of  the  quomm,  presiding. 
The  following  items  were  snggested  for  the  eonsideration  of  the 

oouncil: 

Resolved,  1st:  That  the  limits  of  this  conference  extend  south  and 
west  to  tho  line  of  IN  niisylvania,  north  as  far  as  Lake  Erie,  and  east  as 
far  as  Lodi,  einhracin^  the  branches  of  Westlield,  Silver  Creek,  Perrys- 
burgh,  and  Lavona,  to  bo  called  tho  "Westlield  Conference.'* 

•  Prpsumahly  on  the  4th  of  Mhv.  since  that  was  tho  date  fixed  for  starting  on  lhi« 
mission  by  (b«  Twelve  at  their  meeting  on  the  28th  of  April  preceding  (see  p.  219). 
John  Whttmer,  hi  his  aotss  on  ,ChiiToh  History,  howerer,  fixes  the  date  on  the 
MhofMsy.  Heaayst  <*0a  thesaomlngof  «he«h  of  MayttheTwslTetooklaave 

of  their  farallleB  and  brethren,  to  fill  their  first  mission  under  their  commission, 
being  commissioned  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  Gentile  nn<l  also  unto  Jew,  haying  the 
keya  of  the  Gospel  to  unlock,  and  then  call  upon  others  to  promulgate  the  same.' 
(WhltBMr*s  Ms.,  p.  M.) 
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2nd.  Inquire  into  the  BtaadiDg  of  all  the  Elders  within  the  bounds 

of  this  conference. 

3rd.  Inquire  into  the  manner  of  their  teaehiiif;,  doctrines,  etc. 

4th.  Inquire  into  the  teaching,  conduct,  and  faithfulness  of  all  travel- 
ing Eldersi  who  have  recently  labored  within  the  bounds  of  thia  confer- 
ence. 

5th.  Hear  a  representation  of  the  several  branches  of  the  Church. 

On  mTettigatioii,  the  standiiur  and  teaching  of  the  Bldera  preaent 
met  the  approliatioii  of  the  eoanoil,  ezoept  the  teaching  of  Elder  Joseph 
Boae,  whieh  was,  "that  the  Jewish  ehnieh  was  the  son,  and  the  Gen- 
tile ehnreh  was  the  moon,  ete.;  when  the  Jewish  ehnioh  was  seatteied, 
the  son  was  darkened:  and  when  the  CtentUe  chnieh  is  cut  off,  the 
moon  win  be  turned  to  blood;''  also  some  things  relatiTe  to  the  apoea- 
Isptie  beast  with  seven  heads  and  ten  horns. 

He  was  shown  his  error,  and  willingly  made  a  humble  confession. 

The  faithfulness  of  all  the  traveling  Elders  was  found  to  be  good. 

The  menihers  of  the  Wcstficld  branch  were  represented  as  in  good 
standing,  but  with  a  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  some,  relative  to  the 
baptism  of  Brother  Lloyd  L.  Lewis,  inasmuch  as  he  was  bH|)ti/,ed  by  a 
traveling  Elder  without  the  church  being  called  together  to  know  if 
they  would  receive  him  to  fellowship. 

The  council  decided  that  if  there  was  a  fault,  it  was  in  the  adminis- 
trator, and  not  in  the  candidate.  The  branch  numbered  seveuty- 
ftve. 

The  LsTona  bfaoch  nnmberad  twenty  in  good  stnndlngr  but  lackmg 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  Spirit  in  consequence  of  a  neglect  to  keep  the 
Wcfd  of  Wisdom* 

Alter  farther  instroctions  on  general  principles,  the  conference  ad* 
jonmed  nntil  8  o*eloek  a.m.,  Monday,  May  11. 

Amdsy,  Jfoy  10, — ^Elders  Marsh  and  Patten  preached  to  an  attentiTe 
congregation  of  about  ftve  hun(? red;  after  Sacrament,  five  persons  de- 
sired baptism,  which  was  attended  to  by  Elder  M'Lellin. 

Mondot/  J  J. — Conference  met  pursoant  to  adjonmment. 

Resolved  unanimously — That  this  conference  go  to,  immediately, 
and  appoint  their  "wise  men,"  and  gather  up  their  riches,  and  send 
them  to  Zion  to  purchase  land,  according  to  previous  command- 
ment, that  all  things  be  prepared  before  them  in  order  to  their  gath- 
ering. 

Much  was  said  to  the  conference  upon  these  important  tilings;  and 
the  Saints  covenanted  before  the  Lord,  that  they  would  be  strict  to 
attend  to  our  teaching. 

Alter  preaching  by  Elder  Toong  at  3  o'dobk  p.  m.,  and  the 
tvewell  eadiortation  of  the  Twehre,  seven  individoals  were  baptised 
by  Elder  Orson  Hyde,  and  th^  were  conflnned  in  the  evening. 
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After  layiDR:  luuicit  on  many  siek,  who  obtained  relief,  adjourned  to 
the  22nd  instant,  to  meet  in  Freedom,  New  Tork. 

Obson  Htdi,  Clerk. 

The  Confermee  at  Freedom. 

May  2:2. — ^The  Twelve  met  in  conference  with  the  ehureh  in  Freedom^ 
New  York,  when,  after  an  agreeable  salutation  and  rejoicing  in  eaeh 
other's  prosperity.  Elder  Dayid  W.  Patten  being  chairman,  conference 
was  opened  by  singing,  and  prayer  by  the  President. 

[Here  let  it  be  remarked,  that  it  was  the  universal  custom  of  the 
Twelve  and  the  Presidency  of  the  Charoh,  to  open  and  close  all  con* 
ferences  and  councils  by  prayer,  and  generally  singing,  so  that  this 
need  Dot  be  named  in  this  history  hereafter.] 

Besolved — That  the  limits  of  this  conference  extend  from  Lodi 
in  the  west,  so  far  east  as  to  include  Avon,  south  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
north  to  Lako  Ontario,  called  the  ''Freedom  Conference."  including- 
the  branches  of  FroMlorn,  Rushford,  Portajje,  Grove,  Burns,  Genesee, 
Avon,  Java,  Holland,  Aurora,  Greenwood,  and  Niagara. 

The  report  concerning;  the  labors  and  teachinfjrs  of  the  Elders  in  the 
conference,  and  those  who  had  recently  traveled  through  the  branches, 
was  good. 

The  branch  in  Freedom  numbered  sixty-five;  Rusbford,  twenty- 
eight;  Bums,  thirty,  Holland,  fifteen — represented  by  P.  P.  Pratt  aa 
having  suffered  much  from  false  teachings  by  hypocrites  and  knaves; 
Aurora,  four;  Niagara,  four;  the  numbers  of  the  remaining  btanchea 
not  ascertained,  but  generally  reported  in  good  standing. 

The  council  gave  instruction  concerning  the  **Word  of  H^sdom,*' 
the  gift  of  tongues,  prophesying,  etc.,  and  adjourned  until  tomorrow 
morning. 

May  23, — C!onference  met  to  take  into  consideration  the  redemption 

of  Zion. 

After  addresses  by  Ave  of  the  council,  the  church  expressed  their  de- 
termination to  put  into  practice  the  teachings  we  had  given,  when  the 
con  f e re  nc e  ad j o u r u ed . 

May  :35. — The  Twelve  met  in  council  to  pray  for  one  another  until 
they  should  meet  again;  and, 

Resolved — ^That  we  recommend  and  counsel  Elders  John  Murdook 
and  Lloyd  Lewis  to  go  to  the  churches  at  Chenango  Point,  New  Tork, 
and  Springville,  Pennsylvania  (among  whom  we  understand  there  is 
some  diflculty),  and  set  in  order  the  things  that  are  wanting  in  those 
branches. 

Resolved — That  Elder  Brigbam  Toung  go  immediately  from  this 
place  to  an  adjacent  tribe  of  the  remnants  of  Joseph,  and  open  the  door 
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of  salvation  to  that  long  dejected  and  afllicted  people.  The  council, 
according^  to  his  request,  laid  their  hands  upon  him,  that  he  mipht 
have  their  faith  and  prayers,  to  lUl,  with  immility  and  power,  that 
▼ery  important  mission. 

They  also  laid  hands  on  Elders  John  P.  Greene  and  Amos  Orton,  for 
the  same  purpose,  as  they  expected  to  accompany  him. 

Orson  Hyde,  Clerk. 

On  the  5tk  of  Jum,  nine  of  the  Tmitw  met  in  eoonoil  at  Boee,  or 
lomialowB,  New  Tork.  There  beinK  lo  few  .of  the  brethren  in  that 
tesloo,  it  wae  reeolTed  that  it  was  not  neeeeiaiy  to  eetabUeh  a  eonler- 
«nee,  after  whieh  eooneil  adjoomad.  After  they  had  preaehed  Mveral 
sermons  in  the  vieinity,  Eldem  Brigham  Toong,  Ormn  Hyde  and 
William  Smith  retamed  to  Kirtland,  as  witneaeei  in  a  certain  case 
wherein  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  was  concerned  before  the 
ooonty  eoort,  in  whieh  he  righteonsly  triumplied  over  bis  enemies.* 

OsaoN  Htdb,  Clerk. 

On  the  10th  o  f  June,  uine  of  the  traveling  Uigh  Council  met  with  the 
church  in  conference  at  Pillow  Point,  New  York,  and  resolved  that 
the  limits  of  the  conference  embrace  all  the  northern  part  of  the  State, 
to  be  called  the  *'Black  River  Conference,"  The  Elders  of  the  con- 
ference had  been  diligent  in  their  callings.  Their  manner  of  teaching 
in  some  rei^pects  needed  correction,  which  they  gladly  received. 
*  The  ehnreh  at  PiBow  Point  nnmbwed  twenty-one,  bat  did  not  gen- 
oraUy  observe  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  The  ehoroh  at  Saokets  Harbor 
numbered  nineteen;  Bnrville,  seven;  Champion,  six;  Ellesbnrg,  thirty^ 
three;  Henderson,  foor;  Alexandria,  fbnr;  Lyme,  four;  and  two  in 
Orleans,  three  in  Potsdam,  and  six  in  Stockholm. 

After  hearing  the  report  of  the  chnrohes,  five  of  the  eooneil  sne- 
eessively  addressed  the  eonterenoe,  upon  the  principles  of  chnrch 
government,  the  natnre  and  exercise  of  spiritnai  gifts,  the  Word  of 
Wisdom,  and  the  propriety  of  choosing  wise  men  and  sending  them 
with  moneys  to  purchase  lands  in  Zion,  so  that  they  might  not 
gather  in  confusion;  and  the  conference  unanimously  acquiesced  in 
the  teachings  of  the  council.  Adjourned  until  the  JOth,  then  met, 
and  .John  Elmer  was  charged  with  holding  very  incorrect  principles; 
such,  for  instance,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  soinctimi  s  took  him  and 
threw  him  down,  and  that  he  could  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
and  of  the  wicked;  and  iu  order  to  show  his  power  with  God,  he 
also  stated  that  he  had  pas.sod  through  a  kind  of  death  so  as  to  be- 
come immortal,  and  would  exist  forever  without  any  other  death  or 

*Wb«ttlM  0M«  In  qaettlim  wm  Manoi  now  be  MoertefaMd. 
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ohange,  only  gprowing:  brighter  and  brighter  eternally.  He  persisted  in 
these  things,  and  would  not  receive  teaching  from  the  council,  there- 
fore was  cut  off.  On  Monday,  five  were  baptized,  and  onr  pnblie 
meeting  closed. 

Orson  Hyds,  Clerk. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

P&OQEESS  OF  AFFAIRS  AT  KIRTLAND — DI8C0VEBY  OF  THE 

BOOK  OF  ABBAHAM. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  W.  W.  Phelps  and  John  Whit- 
mer,  Presidents  of  the  Church  in  Missouri,  arrived  at  Kirt- 
land,  and  J ohn  Whitnier  was  appointed  to  take  ^ 
the  place  of  President  Oliver  Cowdeiy,  in  con-   Edit-  rK  o,,  the 
ducting  the  Messenger  and  Advocate,  and  Ad  TO* 

Frederick  G-.  Williams  was  appointed  to  edit 
the  Northern  Times^  a  weekly  newspaper,  which  we  had 
commenced  in  February  hist,  in  favor  of  Democracy ;  and 
W.  W.  Phelps  (  with  his  son  Wate  rnian )  made  The'*North«n» 
his  home  with  my  family,  and  assisted  the  com-  Times." 
mittee  in  compiling  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 

Minutes  of  Conference  held  at  New  Portage^  June  6th, 

TiM  Elders  and  brethren  Msembled  in  eonferenoe,  June  6th,  at  New 

Portaflre,  Oliver  Cowdery*  preaidini;. 
Elder  David  Matthews,  who  was  suspended  »fc  apreyions eonferenoet 

for  nncbristian  conduct,  was  present. 

After  hearinpr  the  toHtimony,  the  council  unanimously  aproed  that 
there  had  been  due  contrition  of  spirit  manifested  by  him,  in  his  walk 
and  conversation  since  his  suspension;  and  Elder  Matthews  was  re- 
stored. 

Elder  Barkdall  preferred  a  claim  a^-ainst  Elder  Keeler,  for  services 
said  to  be  rendered  some  eight  or  nine  years  since,  and  to  have  been 
awarded  by  a  former  council. 

It  appeared  there  had  been  a  decision  in  favor  of  Elder  Barkdall, 
Imt  no  testimony  was  prodneed  by  either  of  the  parties  to  sobstantiake 
a  elalm,  or  prove  a  payment.  It  was,  therefore,  Resolved: — ^That  both 
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the  aMBMr  and  the  acemed  hkWB  nuuiifeeted  a  bad  ipirik,  and 

the  severe  rebuke  of  this  OOimoiL 
Elder  Milo  Hays  was  tried  for  not  ob^yiiiff  the  Word  of  Wisdom, and 

for  covenant  breaking:. 

Both  ch arises  were  sustained  by  testimoi^,  and  Elder  Hays  was  ex- 
cluded from  tbe  Cliurch. 

Several  other  cases  of  discipline  were  attended  to,  and  conferenee 
adjourned  at  12  o'clock  at  nipht. 

Sunday  morning,  President  Oliver  Cowdery  preached,  alter  which 
four  were  baptized. 

The  oofondl  again  organised  in  the  evening,  and  oidaiiied  Jaeob 
Hyers  an  Elder. 

The  ease  of  BIden  BarkdaD  and  Keeler  was  again  ealled  np;  four 
oooneilon  spoke  on  the  snbgeet,  when  it  was  deoided  thai  thay  have  one 
week  and  no  more  to  settle  thehr  dilEsreneea  with  eaeh  other,  and  make 
eoofession  to  the  Chnnih,  or  lose  their  standing. 

W.  A.  CowDisr,  deik. 

The  Presidency,  Bishop,  and  High  Council  of  Zion, 

having  removed  to  Kirtland,  or  gone  forth  in  the  vineyard, 
I  caused  it  to  iMil)lished  in  the  June  number 
of  thf  Prophet  of  tlie  Mcsscrifjer  and  Advocate,  that  aecoruing 
and  Saints  in  to  the  Older  o£  the  kingdom  begun  in  the  last 
Miiisouri.  days,  to  prepare  men  for  the  rest  of  the  Lord, 
the  Elders  in  Zion  or  in  her  immediate  region,  have  no 
anthority  or  right  to  meddle  with  her  spiritaal  afEairSi  to 
regnlate  her  concerns,  or  hold  conncils  for  the  expnlsion 
of  members,  in  her  unorganized  condition.  The  High 
Council  has  beon  expressly  organized  to  administer  in  all 
her  spiritual  affairs;  and  the  Bishop  and  his  council  are 
set  over  her  temporal  matters;  so  that  the  Elders'  acts  are 
null  and  void.  NoWj  the  Lord  wants  the  wheat  and  tares 
to  grow  together;  for  Zion  must  be  redeemed  with  judg- 
ment, and  her  converts  with  righteousness.  Every  Elder 
that  can,  after  providing  for  his  family  (if  he  has  any)  and 
paying  his  debts,  must  go  forth  and  clear  his  skirts  from 
the  blood  of  this  generation.  While  they  are  in  that  re- 
gion, [Missouri]  instead  of  trying  members  for  transgres- 
sion, or  olfeuses,  let  every  one  labor  to  prepare  liimself  for 
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the  vineyard,  sparing  a  little  time  to  comfort  the  mourners, 
to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted|  to  reclaim  the  backslider, 
to  bring  back  the  wanderer,  to  re-invite  into  the  kingdom 
8Qoh  as  have  been  eat  off,  by  eneonraging  them  to  lay  to 
while  the  day  lasts,  and  work  righteonsness,  and,  with  one 
heart  and  one  mind,  prepare  to  help  to  redeem  Zioii,  that 
goodly  land  of  promise,  where  the  willing  and  obedient 
shall  be  blessed.* 

'  *  Tbe  whole  article  is  to  Tiliuible  that,  notwithstanding  to  publiah  it  entire  lead* 
to  a  repetition  of  part  of  Hie  abore*  It  la  plaeed  here  In  a  foot  note. 

"TO  THE  SAINTS  BCATTEKKn  AKKOAP. 

"Drnr  Brethren: — It  is  a  duty  which  evory  Saint  ought  to  rpndfr  to  his  brethren 
freely — to  always  love  them,  and  ever  succor  them.  To  be  justitied  before  Uod  we 
moat  lof*  one  anoHier:  we  nraat  orenome  erU;  we  most  ▼laitthetaiherieaBandflia 
widow  in  ilielr  al&ictfon,  and  we  nraat  keep  oareeWes  unspotted  from  the  world:  for 
sncb  virtues  flow  from  the  proat  fountain  of  pure  relijfion.  Strengthening  our  faith 
by  adding  every  good  quality  that  adorns  the  children  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  we  can 
pray  in  the  aeaeon  of  prayer;  we  can  love  oar  neighbor  as  ourselves,  and  be  falth> 
fnl  In  tfflnilation,  knowlnr  tiist  tiie  reward  ci  aneh  la  tnater  In  the  tlngdom  of 
heaven.  What  a  consolation  !  What  a  joy  I  Let  me  live  the  life  of  the  rlghteooi, 
and  let  my  reward  be  like  his  ! 

According  to  the  order  of  the  kingdom  begun  in  the  last  days,  to  prepare  men  for 
llie  reat  of  Lord,  (he  BMera  In  Zton,  or  In  her  tanmedlate  re^on,  hmf  no  muOk- 
ority  or  right  to  meddle  with  her  spiritual  affalrtf  tO  regulate  her  conrcrn.s,  or 
hold  councils  for  the  expulsion  of  memhers  in  her  unorganized  condition.  The  High 
Council  has  been  expressly  organised  to  administer  in  all  her  spiritual  affairs;  and 
the  Bishop  and  his  eonaeil.  are  eei  over  her  temporal  matters:  so  that  the  Sldera' 
aets  are  noil  and  rotd.  Now  the  Lord  wants  the  tarea  and  wheat  to  grow  together: 
for  Zion  must  li"  rtMleemed  with  judgment,  and  her  converts  vlth  righteou'^ness. 
Every  Elder  that  can,  after  providing  for  Iuh  family  (If  he  has  any)  an<l  paying  his 
debts,  must  go  forth  and  clear  his  skirts  from  the  blood  of  this  generation.  While 
thejr  are  In  that  rciglon  Inatead  of  trylag  members  fortranagresslons.  or  ofltaaest 
let  every  one  blhor  to  prepare  himself  for  the  vineyard,  sparing  a  little  time  to 
comfort  the  raoumPr«;  to  >iin(I  up  the  broken  hearted ;  to  reclaim  the  hackslider;  to 
bring  back  the  wanderer;  to  re-invite  into  the  kingdom  such  as  have  been  cut  off, 
by  meonraging  tham  to  lay  to  while  the  day  laata,  and  work  rlghteonsneaa,  and, 
with  oan  heart  and  one  n^id,  prepare  to  help  redeem  Zfam,  that  goodly  land  of 
promi^ff,  where  the  willing  and  the  obedient  sIkiM  bl<  ^-!o<l.  Souls  are  as  pre- 
cious in  the  sight  of  Uod  as  they  ever  were;  and  the  Eiders  were  never  called  to 
drive  any  down  to  helli  hot  to  persuade  and  inylte  all  men  everywhere  to  repent, 
ttat  they  may  beeome  the  hetra  of  salTation.  Itlatheaeeeptableyearof  theLrad: 
liberate  the  captives  that  they  may  sing  hosanna.  The  Priest*;,  too,  should  not  be 
i(ile:  their  duties  are  plain,  and  unless  they  do  them  diligently,  they  cannot  expect 
to  be  approved.  Kighleousuess  must  be  the  aim  of  the  Saints  in  all  things,  and 
whan  tte  eovenanto  are  pnbUahed,  they  will  learn  that  great  thinga  moat  be  ex* 
paeted  from  them.  Do  good  and  work  righteousness  wlUi  an  eye  aingle  to  the  glory 
of  Qbd,  and  you  shall  reap  yonr  reward  when  the  Lord  rseompenaea  ereiy  one  ae- 
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About  this  time,  I  received  an  introduction  to  Mr.  Hew- 
itt, a  preacher  who  had  come  out  from  Europe,  with  his 
The  mission  wife,  to  examine  this  work;  he  stated  that  he 
©f  Mr.  Hewitt.  delegated  by  his  church  for  this  purpose, 
and  presented  a  letter  of  commendation,  a  copy  of  wlueh 
follows: 

lb  the  SainU  of  the  Most  Hi  oh: 

Pear  Brethren  in  the  Lord.— 'At  a  oouneil  of  the  pastor.s  of  our 
Chnreh,  lield  March  28Ui,  1835|  upon  the  propxiety  of  Keverend  Joha 

«ordiiig  to  hit  w«rfc.  The  TMushets  and  OeMoiit  ere  the  etrading  mlnlttwi  of  the 

Churcb.and  in  the  ebaeaee  of  other  officers,  greet  thinga  aadholj  welk  ere  required 

of  them.  Th«'y  mw^i  strengthen  tlie  members'  faith;  persuade  »(uoh  as  are  '»nt  <.f 
the  way  to  repent,  and  turn  to  God  and  live;  meekly  persuade  and  urge  every  one 
to  forgive  one  another  all  their  trespasses,  offenses  and  sins,  that  they  may  work 
ont  their  own  salTatSon  with  fear  and  trembling.  Brethren,  bear  and  fOrbeer  one 
with  another,  for  so  the  Lord  does  with  us.  Pray  for  your  enemies  in  the  Church 
and  cur^e  not  your  foes  without:  for  vcn{;eance  is  mine,  snitii  the  I/<ird,  an<l  I  will 
repay.  To  every  ordained  member,  and  to  ail,  we  say,  be  merciful  and  you  shall 
Snd  merey.  Seek  to  help  aeve  aonle,  not  to  deetcoj  them:  for  Terily  you  know, 
fhet  "there  is  more  joy  in  heOTen,  oyer  one  elnner  that  repents,  than  there  is 
over  ninety  and  nine  just  persons  that  need  no  rr-pentanco."  Strive  not  about  the 
mysteriea  of  the  kingdom;  oast  not  your  pearls  before  swine,  give  not  the  bread  of 
tile  ehildren  to  dogs,  lest  you  end  the  ehUdren  ehoaldeaffer,and  yon  ttiereby  e#end 
jmu  righteone  Judge.    Tear  hrethien  who  leaTO  their  femUiea,  with  whoa  they 

have  enjoyed  an  earthly  measure  of  peace  and  joy,  to  carry  glad  tidings  around 
the  world,  expect  great  things  of  you,  while  you  are  privileged  to  enjoy  the  bles- 
eings  of  the  Saints'  society.  They  pray  our  heavenly  Father  that  you  may  be 
▼ery  pmyerftel,  mj  hnmble.  end  very  eherlteble;  worlting  diligently,  epirltnelly 
end  temporally  for  the  redemption  of  Zion,  that  the  pure  in  heart  may  rt  tnm  with 
songs  of  everlasting  joy  to  build  up  her  waste  places,  and  meet  the  Lord  when  He 
oomes  in  Uis  glory.  Brethren,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  en* 
treat  yon  to  live  worthy  of  the  bleeetnga  thet  eheU  MIow,  after  wsaxik  trihtti«llMi« 
to  aatlete  the  souls  of  them  that  hold  out  falthfnl  to  the  end.**— Jfeeeengfr  and 
Advocate,  vol.  1,  No.  8,  pp.  137  H. 

The  substance  of  the  foregoing  article  from  the  Mt»sen{ter  and  Advocate  is  also 
eontalned,  according  to  John  Whitmer'e  history  (manuscript  page  52)  in  a  letter  to 
Hesdiieh  Peek,  eigned  by  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  Oliver  Cowdery,  Sidney  Rlcdoo, 
Frederick  o.  Williams,  W.  W.  Fhelpi  end  John  Whitmer;  the  opnlag  paragraph 

of  which  is  as  follows: 

"The  i'residency  of  Kirllund  and  Zion  say  that  the  Lord  li&a  manifested  by  reve- 
faition  of  me  Spirtt,  that  the  High  Prieeto,  Teeehera,  Prieeto,  end  Deeeone,  or  hi 
other  wMde,  all  tiieoffi<'erH  in  the  lend  of  Clay  County,  Missouri,  belonging  to  the 
Church,  are  more  or  l<  s-i  in  transgression,  because  they  have  not  enjoytd  the 
Spirit  of  God  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  comprehend  their  duties  respecting  them- 
eelvee  and  the  welfare  of  Zion;  thereby  having  been  left  to  act  in  a  manner  thet  la 
detrimental  to  the  Intareet,  and  alao  a  hiadranea  to  the  redemption  of  Zion.  Now 

Iftheywillbe  wise,  they  will  Imnible  themselvea  hi  n  pertilinr  manner  that  God 
m^r  open  the  eyes  of  their  understanding.  It  wiU  be  clearly  manifested  what  the 
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Hewitt  visitiog  you,  it  was  resolved  ftnd  approved  that  as  he  bad  an 
amioiis  deiirt  to  go  to  Am«riea  to  tee  things  that  aio  apohm.  isi  in  one 
of  yoar  papers  biooipht  here  by  a  meiehant  from  New  Torir,  he  ahonld 
kmwB,  as  he  denred,  the  sanetion  of  the  eoanoil,  and  if  it  pleased  the 
Lord,  His  approval.  The  Lord  hath  seen  oar  joy  and  gladness  to  hear 
diet  He  was  xaisinir  *  poople  for  Himself  in  that  part  of  the  Kew 
World,  as  well  as  here.  0,  may  oar  faith  inerease  that  He  may  have 
Bvaosrelists,  Apostles,  and  Prophets,  filled  with  the  power  of  the  Spirit) 
and  performioc  His  will  m  destroying  the  works  of  darkness. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Hewitt  was  ptolessor  of  mathematics  in  Rother- 
ham  Independent  Seminary,  and  four  years  pastor  of  Bamsley  Inde- 
pendent church.  He  commenced  preaching  the  doctrines  we  taufifht, 
«hout  two  years  since,  and  was  excommunicated.  Many  of  his  Hock 
followed  him,  so  that  he  was  eventually  installed  in  thn  same  church, 
and  the  Lord's  work  prospered.  As  ho  is  ;i  living  epistlr,  you  will  have, 
if  all  be  well,  a  full  explanation.  Many  will  follow,  should  he  approve 
of  the  country,  etc.,  who  will  help  the  cause,  because  the  Lord  hath 
favored  them  with  this  world's  goods.  We  had  an  utterance  during 
onr  meeting,  which  caused  us  to  siog  for  joy.  The  Lord  was  pleased 
with  oar  brother's  holy  determination  to  see  you;  and  we  onderstand 
that  perseeation  had  been  great  among  yon,  or  wonld  be,  bat  we  were 
commanded  not  to  fear,  for  He  wonld  be  with  as.  Praise  the  Lord. 

The  time  is  at  hand  when  distanee  shall  be  no  barrier  between  as; 
bat  when  on  the  wiogs  of  love,  Jehovah's  messages  shall  be  eommani- 
oated  by  His  Baints.  The  Lord  bless  oar  brother,  and  may  he 
lirove  a  blessing  to  yon.  Be  not  afraid  of  oar  enemies;  they  shall, 

<leiiigQ  and  purposes  of  the  Almighty  are  with  regard  to  them,  and  the  children  of 
Stoa,  tiiat  tbey  tbonld  tot  the  Hlg^  Ooanell.  wbieb  U  appointed  of  Qod  aad  oidalaed 
for  that  pwrpose,  make  and  ragnlste  all  tho  sflsln  of  Zloa,  and  that  It  is  the  will  of 

Go<\  th;it  her  children  should  stand  still  and  seo  the  salvation  of  redemption." 
Then  follows  th«?  substance  of  thv  .ifrssmircr  and  Ailvorate  ari'wlt^  This  letter 
has  the  following  post  script  written  purauualiy  by  the  Prophet,  to  Brother  Peck, 
and  is  a  gtm  whieb  maaifesta  tha  pfofotuid  sympath j  of  tiia  Prophal  fer  the  faith- 
fnllBlaiaal: 

"P.  S. — Brother  Hezekiah  I'eck:  We  remember  your  family  with  all  the  first 
faaiUlos  of  the  diwreli  who  first  ombtaeod  fha  trath.  Wo  remember  jonr  losoea 
and  sorrows;  our  first  ties  are  BOt  broken;  we  partldpato  wftb  yoa  in  tbe  otU  as 

well  ns  th»'  (r<>o<l,  in  th»'  sorrows  as  well  as  the  joys;  our  union,  we  trust,  is  stronper 
than  death,  and  shail  never  be  severed.  Kemember  us  unto  all  who  believe  in  the 
follneaa  of  the  Oo«p«l  of  oar  Lord  and  SaTior  Jeans  Ohrist.  We  herebj  aathorlse 
jott,  Hezekiab  Peek,  our  beloved  brother,  to  read  this  epistle  and  eommnnieate 

it  unto  all  the  brotliprhood  in  all  that  n-tri'^n  of  cruintrv-. 

"Dictated  by  me,  your  unworthy  brother.  an<l  fellow  laborer  in  the  testimony  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  Signed  oy  my  own  hand  in  the  token  of  the  everiusting 
^ertaaat.  Jottpk  BmUh,  Jim." 
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unless  they  repent,  be  cast  down  by  the  Lord  of  Hosts.  The  workers 
of  iaiquity  have  been  used  by  the  prince  of  darkness  to^ilay  the  coun- 
terfeit; Irat  dIsoefRinient  has  been  given  to  ns,  that  they  were  unnw- 
diately  put  to  shame,  by  being  deteeted,  ao-that  tlie  floek  never snlleved 
as  yet  hj  them. 

Oraee,  meroy,  and  peace  be  nnto  yon  from  God  onr  fUher,  and  from 
the  Spirit,  Jeans  Clirist  onr  Lord.  Amen. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Yoor  brothor  in  the  Gospel, 
Thoxab  Shaw. 

Barnsley,  April  21, 1835.* 

The  interview  with  Mr.  Hewitt  was  brief,  and  he  left 
with  the  understanding  that  he  would  call  again,  and  renew 
his  inveetigations.  As  he  did  not  return  according  to 
agreement,  and  hearing  he  was  at  Fairport,  the  oqnneil 
of  tiie  Presidency  sent  him  the  following  letter: — 

Jb  ikt  Reoertni  Mr.  Bewiw 

Sir — In  consequence  of  j'our  not  returninpr  as  we  understood  you 
would  at  your  introduction  to  us,  it  was  resolved  and  approved  in 
council,  on  the  evening  of  the  14tli  instant,  that  the  bi  arer  of  this  coui- 
munication«  Oliver  Cowdery,  one  of  the  presiding  Elders  of  our  Church, 
should  proceed  to  Fairport,  and  asoertain  if  possible,  fho  eaxiae  of  yonr 
delay;  and  this  is  done  as  one  reason,  that  we  feel  an  anaons  desire 
for  ib»  salvation  of  the  sonls  of  men,  and  to  satial|y  yonr  inqnirieo  eon- 
eeming  the  religion  we  prof  ess.  If  at  Fairport  it  is  the  sincere  desira 
of  the  connoO,  that  Mr.  Hewitt  retnm,  that  we  may  satisfy  him  eon- 
eeming  our  religion,  and  he  satisfy  ns  oonoeming  hia;  for  we  feel  aa 
groat  a  desire  for  the  welfare  of  his  people,  as  he  oan  for  onrs. 

With  respect,  etc., 

W.  W.  Philpb,  Clerik. 

•  This  coininnnioation  in  the  Prophot's  history  as  published  in  the  Millennial  Star 
appears  uuder  the  date  of  April  21st,  1335;  but  it  was  thought  to  be  a  better  group- 
ing ct  vtmtM  to  bring  It  d<»wB  to  this  dato-  lint  halt  of  Juno  ■whew  tho  whole 
incident  may  be  disposed  of  in  a  sbii^  reference  to  it.  Following  is  a  remark  Oif 
the  Prophet's  n-siH-ctin)?  the  h'ttcr  as  published  in  the  Star,  but  which  under  otir 
present  arraugeuient  of  the  matter  is  not  necessary  iu  the  text  of  the  History: 
'*OiM  object,  nd  only  one,  hu  Indnmd  na  to  lay  the  foragofaig  letter  from  Eni^aad, 
before  onr  readeni;  and  that  la,  the  good  of  the  eanae  of  Ood.  It  might  hare 

romr»iii>'d  in  onr  pos'^essinn,  porbrtp'*  for  year^,  in  silence,  had  it  not  been  for  cir- 
cunistauces,  which  we  will  briefly  mention  hereafter."  These  ••circuniHtanoea"  are 
those  relating  to  the  indifferent  actions  of  Mr.  Hewitt,  as  set  forth  iu  the  text. 
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Elder  Cowdery  immediately  repaired  to  Fairport,  and 
on  the  day  following  reported  to  the  Council  indiirer- 
that  Mr.  Hewitt  was  not  in  the  place :  that  he   ence  of  Mr. 
left  their  letter  with  Mrs.  Hewitt  ,  who  informed 

him  that  her  "husbaud  liad  frequently  spok<^n  of  liis  wish 
to  V»ecomo  further  acquainted  with  the  poopl*'  whom  he 
had  come  out  from  Europe  to  see."  But  the  next  we  heard 
of  the  Reverend  John  Hewitt  was  that  he  had  opened  a 
school  in  Painsville,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Hewitt  was  an  elder  of  the  Irvingite*  chnrch,  in  Bam- 


*  This  te  Boi  ttw  nmm  taopted  by  Um  Obiueh  wUeh  Mr.  Hewitt  t&tnm&aML^ 

Th«»  r^'lif^ous  body  mnudly  called  "Irvinpitp'?"  object  to  any  designation  "whiob 
implies  sectarianism"  and  therefore,  tbey  themselves  use  no  other  name  than  the 
"Catholic  Apostolic  Church,"  of  which  the  congregation  at  Bamsley,  England,  was- 
Imt  A  bTHMh.  Sveh  wm  the  pfomtiMiiiM,  hoiravar,  fbr  iMurnlagt  mmU  and  Mel«> 
•tettleal  standing  of  Reverend  Bdtnurd  Irving  that  when  he  gave  the  influeiu'r-  of 
hin  name  and  standing  to  what  wnn  protiably  a  really  spiritual  awakening  among 
some  of  the  people  in  western  and  southern  Scotland,  the  movement  received  his 
BOMt  li«D«e  '*IrTlBgllsa."  Mr.  Irrfaig  wu  bora  tai  Aaaaa,  Domfctadilre,  Augnai  16^ 
1792,  and  in  bis  eariy  ministry  wb9  associated  with  snch  men  as  Dootors  Chalracra 
and  Canning.  He  created  no  little  stir  in  higher  rirclea  of  religious  society  in  Lon- 
don for  a  time;  bat  his  announcement  of  the  near  approach  of  the  coming  of  the 
Son  of  Man,  attaodad  bjtte  judgmeataoC  God,  togethar  with  hla  strietnraa  agaiaat 
tto  looaanaaa  ot  faaUoaabla  ]tllB,«aan  diaplaaaod  ^ watldly  who  for  aUnM  llookad 

to  hear  him;  and  the  people  of  fashion  soon  f'eparated  from  his  congregation.  He 
taught  the  doctrine  that  the  spiritual  gifts  of  the  Gospci  were  to  continue  forever 
in  the  church,  together  with  the  New  Testament  organization  of  the  church.  The 
brtnglta  vlawa  of  thia  Now  Taatamaut  ovganlsatton  ara  aot  forth  tn  tho  foUowtof : 
"There  are.  as  in  the  apostolic  times,  four  niinisterles:    Ist,  that  of  'apostle;'  2d^ 
that  of  'pro[ili('t;'  Hd.  that  of  evangelist;'  and  ttii,  that  of  'pastor.'    Tlie  nDostles 
are  invested  with  spiritual  prerogatives;  they  alone  can  minister  the  Holy  Ghost 
by  laying  on  of  haada;  to  ttiom  Iho  mystarlaa  of  Qod  ara  raraalod  and  nnfoldod  l» 
thoehnroh;  and  they  decide  on  matters  of  ordoraad  dlaotpUno.  Nothing  that, 
tran-jpirp'?  in  any  church  in  the  way  of  'prophetic  utterance'  can  be  authoritatively 
explained  save  by  them;  and  the  various  'angels  of  the  churches'  are  bound  to 
bring  all  such  ntterancea  under  their  cognisance,  in  order  that  they  may  be  rightly 
tatarpraled.  Tho  ftanetlon  of  tho  *prophet' haa  boon  alraady  Indloatad.  Thawoth 
of  Ml  'evangelist'  mainly  coni^ists  in  endeavoring  to  'bring*  in,  those  who  arc  with- 
out.   Tl)e  'angel'  of  the  Catholic  Apostolic  Church,  corresponds  with  tlu-  bishop  of 
other  Christian  denominations.   The  miuisters  of  each  full  cougregatiou  comprise 
an  aagol,  wUh  n  fovr'foldmfniatry  {oonalatfng  of  aldora,  im»pbata,OTangellata,  and 
pastors;)  and  a  ministry  of  deacons  to  take  charge  of  temporal  matters.  This- 
ministry  is  support<^<i  by  tithes,  the  people  ^Hving  a  tenth  of  their  income  for  the 
support  of  the  priesthood.   Church  affairs  are  managed  by  a  council  of  ministers 
of  ail  ahiataa,  whoio  aolaetten  and  amafimont  araoonoolTod  toharoboan  fore> 
ahadowad  in  fba  atraotoroof  tho  Moaido  tiAamaelo.'*    Tho  aympathy  of  IhA- 
«f  tiM  OatahoUe  Apoalolte  Chofoh  at  Banalay  who  hoUorod  la  tho  aplrit* 
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48ley,  England,  and  was  sent  as  a  delegate  from  that  cliurch, 
as  expressed  in  the  letter  from  Mr.  Shaw,  of  April  21st,  to 
visit  the  Saints  in  America,  and  ascertain  their  faith  and 
principles;  and  if  Mr.  Hewitt  found  them  as  they  expected, 
the  Saints  in  America  might  expect  help  from  them  (the 
church  in  Bamaley)  as  they  were  rich  in  temporal  things, 
and  had  received  the  gift  of  tongues  in  the  church. 

June  18, — ^Nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  were  sub* 
Subseripuons    scribcd  for  the  temple,  hy  the  Saints  in  Jvirt- 
fortiMTttm-    land.    Great  anxiety  was  maifested  to  roll  ou 
the  work. 

The  twenty-lirst,  being  Sunday,  1  preached  in  Kirtlaud 
on  the  Evangelical  Order.* 

Thursday^  June  25. — ^There  was  a  meeting  in  Kirtlaud 
to  subscribe  for  the  building  of  the  Temple;  and $6*232.50 
was  added  to  the  list.  Joseph  Smith  subscribed  $500; 
Oliver  Cowdery,  $750;  W.  W.  Phelps,  $500;  John  Whit- 
mor,  $500;  and  Frederick  G.  Williams,  $500;  of  the  above, 
all  of  which  they  paid  within  one  hour,  and  the  people  were 
astonished. 

nal  glflt  of  the  Gospel,  and  what  they  nndentood  to  be  the  N«w  TeslUMiit  orKiaBl- 
MlttOB  of  the  cliurch,  readily  explains  the  interest  they  wotild  naturally  feel  in 
fho  Latter-day  SaintH  in  America,  wbeu  they  would  come  to  hear  of  the  thinffs 
whieh  God  had  establittbed  among  them;and  it  is  regretted  that  thej  did  not  send  » 
more  fattfafnl  wpreoantatiTo  Mr.  Hewitt  to  enqiitve  Into  tho  work  of  tbo  Lord 
as  developed  in  divine  manifestations  to  the  Prophet  Joseph.  "This  Mr.  Hewitt," 
savH  John  Whltnu>r  in  his  mrmtmcript  history  of  the  (Mnirrh,  piiec  52.  ''did  not 
obey  the  Uuiipel;  neither  would  he  investigate  the  matter.  Thus  ended  the  misiiion 
«f  Mr.  Hewitt." 

*  Of  tiie  evangelical  or  patriarchal  order  of  Priesthood  in  the  Chureh  It  Is  said  in 
the  rerelationa  of  Gtod :  **Tlie  order  of  this  Prieatbood  wee  eonflmed  to  be  handed 

down  from  father  to  son,  and  rightly  belongs  to  the  literal  desccndantH  of  the  choeett 

seed,  to  whom  th«*  promises  were  made.  This  ord<r  was  institntrd  in  tlic  days  of  Adam, 
and  came  down  by  lineage  in  the  following  mauuer.  '     Th«-u  follow  the  names  of 

tilooe  who  sneoeetlvely  held  the  eraagvlleal  Prieathood  in  aneient  ttmea  (Doetrlne 
nad  Oorenanta.  aee.  orii).  Aeoording  to  the  word  of  the  Ijord.  at  the  time  thla 
order  of  PriotJthood  was  conferred  upon  FTyrnni  Smith,  brother  of  the  Prophet,  it  is 
said  "Thf  Patriarch  holds  the  lieysof  the  patriarchal  blessings  upon  the  heads  of  all 
my  people,  thotiriioeTer  he  bleeaee  shell  be  blessed,  and  whoever  he  entoee  shall 
be  enrsed;  fliet  whatsoever  he  shell  Mnd  on  earth  eball  be  booad  In  he«ven;  end 

whatsoever  he  shall  looso  on  earth  shell  be  loosed  in  hi  avi n."  i  Doctrine  iind  Cov- 
enants, rxxiv.  !42,  93.)  It  was  nndonbtedly  upon  this  order  of  prieathood  that  the 
Prophet  spolte  in  the  meeting  of  the  twenty-first  of  June. 
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fftme  29. — Six  of  the  traveling  High  Conncil ,  viz. :  — ^David 
W.  Patten,  HeberC.  Kimball,  Luke  S.Johnson,  confewnee 
Orson  Pratt,  Joliii  F.  Bovnton,  and  Lyman  bi  Owwd*. 
Ft.  Johnson,  assembled  in  conference  with  the  church  in 
JLoborough,  Upper  Canada.  The  church  in  Loborough, 
composed  of  twenty-five  memberSi  were  uninformed  in 
many  principles  of  tiie  new  covenant,  not  having  had  the 
«ame  privily  of  instraction  as  the  chnrches  in  the 
United  States. 

Brothers  Henry  and  Jacob  Wood,  who  had  been  sus- 
pended, had  a  rehearing,  but  were  cut  off.  Elder  Fred- 
erick M.  \'an  Leuven,  was  appointed  presiding  Elder, 
and  a  number  were  added  to  the  Church  during  their  stay. 

On  the  3rd  of  July,  Michael  H.  Chandler  came  to  Kirt- 
land  to  exhibit  some  Egyptian  mummies. 
There  were  four  human  figures,  together  with  oSmdiU^^id 
some  two  or  more  rolls  of  papyrus  covered  Mum^^f."" 
with  hieroglyphic  figures  and  devices.  As  Mr. 
Chandler  had  been  told  I  could  translate  them,  lie  brought 
me  some  of  the  characters,  and  T  gave  him  the  interpreta- 
tion, audliice  a  gentleman,  he  gave  me  the  following  certifi- 
cate: 

KwTLAifD,  July  S,  1835. 
This  is  to  mate  known  to  aU  who  maj  be  dasiroiis,  conoenung  the 
laiowledgv  of  Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,  m  deoiphering  the  aneient 
Ssyptian  hierofflsrphio  eharaeters  in  my  poeaetsion,  wUoh  I  have«  in 

many  eminent  oities,  showed  to  the  most  learned;  and,  from  the  infor- 
mation that  I  eoold  ever  learn,  or  meet  with,  I  And  that  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Smith,  Jiin.,to  eorreepond  in  the  most  minnte  matters. 

MicfiAEL  H.  Chandler, 
TraTeling  with,  and  proprietor  of,  Enrptian  mummies.* 

Sunday  5, — I  preached  in  the  afternoon. 

Michael  II.  Barton,  tried   to  get  into  the  ^.^^^ 
Church,  but  he  was  not  willing  to  confess  and   ^^^^  ^' 
forsake  all  his  sius — and  he  was  rejected. 

*]ir.  Chandler  is  responsible  for  the  English  of  the  above  certiticate,  and  1  do 
aol  M  St  Ubcfty  to  edit  It. 
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Soon  after  this,  some  of  the  Saints  at  Kirtland  pur- 
The  Writings  ^'^^  miiinmies  and  papyros,  a  deeenp- 
of  Abraham  tlon  of  wMch  will  appear  hereafter,  and  with 
•nd  .loMph.     ^  ^  Phelps  and  Oliver  Cowdery  as  seribes, 

I  commenced  the  translation  of  some  of  the  characters  or 
hieroglyphics,  and  much  to  our  joy  found  that  one  of  the 
rolls  contained  the  writinirs  of  Abraham,  another  the 
writings  of  Joseph  of  £gypt,  etc., — ^a  more  full  account  of 
which  will  appear  in  its  place,  as  I  proceed  to  examine  or 
unfold  them.  Tmly  we  can  say,  the  Lord  is  beginning  to 
reveal  the  abundance  of  peace  and  trutii. 

On  the  9th  I  rode  to  Cleveland,  in  company  with  Elder 
Cowdery  and  others.  On  the  14th  a  eharf^ 
fey^i^edtoT  was  preferred  against  Elder  Edmund  Bosley, 
qJJ^^  to  a  council  of  the  Presidency,  for  unchris- 
tian-like conduct,  in  breaking  a  certain  sacred 
covonant,  made  September  4,  18^. 

I  instructed  the  council  on  points  of  duty,  such  as 
observing  covenants,  etc.,  and  testified  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  covenant. 

President  Oliver  Cowdery  testified  that  he  himself 
framed  the  covenant  alluded  to,  and  that  at  the  time 
when  Bosley  said  that  he  had  a  witness  that  it  was  the  will 
of  the  Lord  that  he  should  consecrate  the  surplus  of  his 
property  over  and  above  what  would  be  needful  for  his 
and  his  family's  support. 

Bishop  Whitney  stated  that  Elder  Bosley  agreed  to  let 
the  Presidency  and  others  have  money  on  loan,  for  the 
printing  of  the  Revelations,  if  he  could  control  his  property 
in  one  year,  or,  as  soon  as  he  obtained  it. 

Decided  that  Elmer  Bosley  broke  the  covenant  which  he 
made8ef>tember  4,  IS.'U — therefore  he  is  not  a  member  of 
this  Cluu  ch,  unless  he  make  satisfaction  to  those  whom 
he  injured. 

Also  Isaac  H.  Bishop  was  complained  of  as  ha\nng' 
spoken  evil  of  the  High  Council,  by  saying  that  **the 
High  Council  had  the  wrong  tree  to  bark  up,''  which 
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^was. testified  to  by  J.  M*  Ck>rrilly  President  Bigdon  and 
others. 

It  was  decided  that  Isaac  H.  Bishop  shall  make  public 
confession  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  injured,  and  walk  as 

a  Saint  in  all  things. 

The  hand  of  the  Lord  shall  bo  upouthem,  until  they 
repent  in  sackcloth  and  aslies,  and  shall  effect  their 
temporal  and  spiritual  interests  unless  they  repent. 


Digitized  by  Google 


238 


HI8T0BT  OF  THE  OHUBOH 


(A  U  U0fr 


CHAPTER  XVU. 


SUNDBT  COUNCIL  UBETIN08  IN  VERMONT,  OHIO,  AND 

NEW  YORK. 


Minutes  of  the  Vermont  Conference. 

July  17th, — The  Twelve  met  in  eonferenee,  agrwahlj  to  previons  ap- 
pointment, at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont. 

lirsolrnl: — That  this  State  be  wiiliin  the  limits  of  this  conference,  and 
include  the  branches  in  Littleton,  Dalton,  and  Landaff,  in  New  Hatnp* 

shire,  to  bo  caHctl  thf  Vcrnxwit  Oonft  rence. 

The  St.  Johnsbury  braiicli  nunibiMcd  forty-one  nienibers;  Danville, 
twonty-tliTet-:  ('hailton,  twcnty-onr;  .fay,  eleven;  Dalton,  fittueu ;  Lan- 
dall,  four;  Littleton,  ten:  Arulover,  Vermont,  fifteen;  Beueeon,  seven; 
anil  Lewis,  New  V'ork,  seventeen. 

Six  of  the  council  addressed  the  conference  on  principles  of  faith  and 
action. 

Adjourned  to  the  18tb,  when  the  remaining  six  members  of  Coob- 
cil  enforced  the  neeessityof  sendinirnp  wise  men,  and  purehaainur  l<uida, 
aeoordioff  to  the  commandments — ^whieh  the  Saints  readily  agreed  to  do. 

Sunday,  19th:^-0nr  public  meeting  was  attended  by  more  than  » 
thousand  people,  and  dnrinfl:  our  conference  nine  were  baptized. 

Oi{soN  Hydb, 
Wm.  £.  M'Lellin, 

Clerks. 


The  remainderof  this  month,  I  was  continually  engaged 
in  translating  an  alphabet  to  the  fiook  of  Abraham,  and 
ThePropiiet     arranging  a  grammar  of  the  Egyptian  lan- 
BoIk'Ji*"'***  guage  as  practiced  by  the  ancients. 
Abrdiani.  Anj]rust  2ud,  being  the  Sabbath,  I  preached 

a  part  of  the  day. 
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Mimuteg  of  the  High  Oaimea  ot  KtrtUmO. 

Kirtland,  August  4th,  IS.i't,  a  High  Council  of  the  Ohnrch  of  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  assembled  in  conference,  consistiDyr  of  Presidents 
Joseph  Smith,  Juu.,  Oliver  Cowdery,  Sydney  Rigdon,  Hyrum  Smith, 
Dvrul'  Whitmer,  John  Whitmer,  and  W.  W.  Phelps,  and  others,  ta 
tak«  into  o<msid«imt]on  oeitain  itemi  wmtained  in  letten  from  abroad — 
one  fMMB  Wamn  A.  Cowdery,  Preeidiiiff  IBlder  of  the  Freedom  Con- 
Ceraoee,  and  one  from  Blder  William  B.  M'Lellin.  The  flnt  reads  as- 
fidlowa: 

"Freedom,  July  29th,  1835. 

"DeabBbotIIIB: — Elder  Jared  Carter  called  on  this  church  last 
Thursday,  on  his  way  east,  solicitinj?  donations  and  snbsoriptions  for 
finishing  the  house  in  your  place.  Altliono-h  the  subject  of  suoh  a  mis- 
sion, in  connection  with  his  name,  had  been  mentioned  in  the  Missenfjer 
and  Aflroratf,  still,  as  no  other  method  had  been  taken  to  impress  the 
subject  on  our  minds,  it  had  measurably  passed  out,  or  eeased  to  make 
any  impression — therefore,  we  were  in  some  dep-ree  taken  on  surprise. 
To  the  recollection  of  any  of  the  church,  neither  the  Twelve,  the  Bishop, 
nor  any  others  clothed  with  authority  have  ever  mentioned  this  subject  to 
rUf  ezee|»t  ineidentally.  It  surely  was  nerer  made  a  sabjeet  of  pnblio  in  - 
stmetion— as  Brother  Carter  had  just  reasons  to  expect  it  had  been,  be 
felt  an  embarrassment  peenliar  to  such  a  situation.  He  undertook  to 
pveaeh  to  us  yesterday,  but  from  the  aforesaid  embarrassment,  or  the 
deadness,  or  the  eoretonsness  of  the  ehureh,  he  could  get  none  of  the 
8|»rit  of  the  Lord  to  SMist  him.  I  am  fkiee  to  say  that  I  attributed  more 
to  the  latter  cause  than  the  former;  yet  notwithstanding?,  we  made  out 
in  donations  and  subscriptions  which  I  trust  will  realize  $341.37X.  Ifsy 
the  Lord  blass  and  prosper  him,  and  all  His  faithful  servants;  and  may 
they  find  favor  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man,  is  the  prayer  of  your  un- 
worthy brother, 

*' Warren  A.  Cowdery. 

"2b  Oliver  (knoderff,^^ 

Fhmi  this  short  letter  we  discover  that  the  Elders  failed  in  the  outset 
to  fill  their  great  and  important  mission,  as  they  know  the  Lord  has- 
commanded  us  to  build  a  house,  in  which  to  receive  an  endowment,  pre- 
vious to  the  redemption  of  Zion;  and  that  Zion  could  not  be  redeemed 
mtil  this  takes  plaee.  Knowing  that  the  committee  were  to  journey 
for  the  egress  purpose  of  soliciting  donations,  they  have  failed  to  hold 
them  np  and  set  forth  this  first  important  thinp;  and  in  consequence 
God  has  not  blessed  them  as  He  otherwise  would.  We  remind  you  of 
these  things  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  refer  you  to  the  Book  of 
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■Covenants,  2nd  section,  2nd  pari,  and  12th  paragraph,  and  ask,  did  we 
not  instruct  you  to  renipinhcr  lirst  the  liouse,  secondlj' the  oaiue  of 
Zion,  and  then  the  publishin^j  of  the  word  to  the  nations? 

The  other  item  referred  to  is  an  extract  from  Elder  William  E.  M 'Lei* 
lin's  letter  to  bis  wife,  as  follows: — 

'*Yoa  say  that  it  will  not  be  in  yoor  power  to  go  to  school  thb  sum- 
nor.  lamgladthatitisnot,  slnoeEIderHydoliMvetaiiMdaiid 
mo  a  dowrifition  of  the  maimer  in  whien  it  ia  eondnetod,  tlKmgii  we  do 
not  wish  to  east  any  refleetions.*' 

Thia  the  Cooneil  eoosidMd  to  be  a  libel  on  the  faoe  of  it.  Blder 
M'LeUin  says,  '*We  do  not  wish  to  east  any  lefleetloae,''  when  the  high- 
est  insnlt  and  reflectionn  are  east  by  it  upon  the  Choreh,  the  Presideneyy 
and  those  who  are  held  in  mach  higher  eetimation  in  the  sight  of  God 
and  this  Church  than  themselTes. 

The  vote  of  the  Council  was:  We  hereby  inform  Elders  M'Lellin 
and  Hyde  that  we  withdraw  our  fellowship  from  them  nntil  they  return 
and  make  satisfaction  face  to  face. 

We  further  inform  the  Twelve,  that  as  far  as  we  can  learn  from  the 
ehurches  throutrh  which  we  have  traveled,  you  have  set  yourselves  up 
as  an  independent  council,  subject  to  no  authority  of  the  Church,  a  kind 
of  outlaws!  This  iniprt'ssjon  is  wrong, 'and ."will,  if  persisted  in,  bring 
down  the  wrath  and  iudignation  of  heaven  upon  your  heads.  The  other 
ten  are  directed  to  proceed  on  and  finish  the  conferences,  and  the  two 
may  act  upon  their  own  judgment  whether  to  prooeed  or  retnm. 

Pkresident  Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,  read  to  the  CooneU  a  letter  from 
Elder  William  Smith,  whieh  was  approved,  and  filled  onr  hearts  with 
joy. 

A  letter  was  presented  from  Blder  Thomas  B.  Ifanh.  The  Cooneil 
referred  him  to  the  eommandment,  whieh  requires  none  to  leave  or 
bring  his  family  without  revelation  or  decision  of  the  High  Council. 

We  discover  an  error  in  Elder  Marsh's  letter — he  says,  "to  the  able 
preaching^  of  William  E.  M'Lellin  and  Parley  P.  Pratt.''  We  conclude 
that  if  it  had  been  the  preaching  of  the  Lord,  as  it  should  have  been 
He  would  have  had  the  honor,  and  not  these  men.  To  close,  we  add 
that  unU'ss  this  epistle  is  liccde*!  in  all  its  parts,  in  its  full  force,  those 
who  rel)t'l  against  it,  shall  be  dealt  with  by  the  Lf>rd  accordingly,  for  we 
ask  this,  b«  iii<r  apreed  as  toucliing  tliis  thing.  We  wish  you  to  under- 
stuiul  that  your  duty  requires  you  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  ln-aven 
and  its  righteousness;  that  is,  attend  to  the  first  things  first,  and  then 
all  things  will  be  added,  and  that  complaint  about  your  families  will  be 
less  frsqnent.  Don't  preaeh  yonrselTee  emeifled  for  yonr  wives*  sake, 
but  remember  that  Christ  was  omoiiled,  and  yon  are  sent  ont  to  be 
•peeial  witnesses  of  this  thing.  Hen  do  not  wish  to  hear  theee  little 
things,  for  there  is  no  salvation  in  them,  but  there  is  in  the  other. 
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Let  the  Lauds  of  the  ten  be  streng^thencd.  and  let  them  go  forth  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  iu  the  power  of  their  mission,  giving  diligent 
heed  to  the  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  sa.v.  he  strong  in  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  His  might:  for  great  tilings  await  you,  and 
great  blessings  are  in  store  for  you.  Let  the  power  of  the  two  be  upon 
the  Seventy  until  the  two  make  full  satisfaction;  fur  the  Seventy  shall 
be  blessed,  and  are  blessed.  The  man  who  presumes  to  speak  evil  of 
the  dignities  which  Gk>d  has  set  in  His  Church,  to  his  family,  or  to  any- 
body else,  iliaU  beeonedhi  hisgeneratiott.  Bememberthe  109th  PMdm. 
His  bishoprie  shall  be  taken  from  him  unless  he  speedily  repents.  Be 
H  known  thai  God  is  Qod,  and  when  He  speaks,  let  all  the  oongregation 
say.  Amen.  We  haTO  eril  insinuations  enough  in  Eiitland  to  grapple 
with  that  ara  suggested  by  the  father  of  lies,  without  having  them  from 
those  who  an  sent  out  to  put  down  insinuations.  May  God  bless  you  to 
bo  moio  wise  in  the  future.  Amen,* 

Olitkb  Cowdsb¥,  Clerk. 
Mmute$  €if  the  Ma§§aekmieiti  Comjermu,^ 

Bradford,  Hassachusetts,  Aognat  7th.    Nine  of  the  trayeliog  High 

Council  met  and  decided  that  the  limits  of  the  eonference  embraee  the 
State  of  >rassachusetts,  to  be  ealled  the  Massachusetts. Conference. 

£lder  Chase  bad  his  license  and  membership  taken  from  him  because 
of  gambling  for  money,  and  then  breaking  bread  to  the  Saints  before 
he  confessed  his  .sins. 

Klder  Holmes'  license  was  taken  from  him  in  con.sequence  of  a  dis- 
agreement between  him  and  his  wife,  which  was  of  long  standing.  It 
was  therefore  consid^^red  that  if  a  man  cannot  preserve  peace  in  liis  own 
family,  he  is  not  qualilied  to  rule  the  Church  of  God. 

A  letter  of  complaint  was  written  to  Kirtland  by  Elder  Gibson  Smith, 
of  Norfolk,  Connecticut,  against  Llder  Gladden  Bishop,  upon  which  he 
was  suspended,  and  referred  to  tiie  conference  at  Bradford  for  trial. 
Ko  one  appeared  to  substantiate  the  eomplaint  against  Elder  Bishop, 
who  was,  therefore,  acquitted  on  that  point;  but  upon  further  inquiry,  it 
was  proved  that  he  had  erred  in  spirit  and  in  doctrine,  and  was  eonsid* 
erably  inelined  to  [ezeesriye]  enthusiasm,  and  muoh  lifted  up.  The 
oooneil  therefore  took  his  lieense  from  him,  until  he  become  more  in- 
stmeted,  and  also  get  his  spirit  and  feelings  more  amalgamated  with  his 
bretluren* 

Elder  James  Pitten  fA  North  Proridence,  Rhode  Island,  was  excom- 
municated for  imprq[»er  conduct,  and  refusing  to  give  up  his  license. 
This  action  was  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  MeMungtr  and 
Adpoeau. 

•  It  appears  that  the  minutes  of  this  Hl^  Goonoll  at  EIrtlaBd  wm  faitonded  to 
W  sent  to  ttie  Twelrs  as  a  eommnnlesttoa. 
le  Vol  II 
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The  people  in  this  region  were  generally  hard  and  nabetioviog,  aed 
but  litUe  preaeliiDg  called  for,  exoept  by  the  Charoh. 

The  ai^ointnient  for  our  conference  at  Dover,  New  Hampshire,  VM 
recalled  on  account  of  the  small  number  of  disciples  in  that  place,  and 

no  buKinpRs  of  importance  to  be  transacted.  Also  the  conferences  at 
Saco  and  Faruiinpton  wore  altered  so  as  to  close  at  Farmington  one 
month  earlier  than  the  former  appointment,  and  notices  acoordinglj 
were  forwarded  by  mail. 

Orson  Hvde,  Clerk. 

August  8th,  a  council  was  held  in  Kirtland,  for  the 
BieMingUie      purpose  of  laying  hands  on  Father  Duncan 
and  others  of  the  sons  of  Zion. 

Minutes  of  the  High  Council, 

« 

The  High  Council  of  Kirtland  assembled,  August  10th,  to  hear  oom- 
plaint  of  President  Joseph  Smith,  J un., against filderAeynoIds  Gaboon, 
in  that  the  latter  had  failed  to  do  his  duty  in  correcting  his  children, 
and  instructing  them  in  the  way  of  truth  and  righteousness;  which  was 
proved  and  decision  given  aceordin{?ly.  Elder  Cahoon  confessed  the 
correctness  of  the  decision  and  promised  to  make  public  aoknowledg* 
ment  before  the  Church. 

Olivkr  Cowdery,  Clerk. 
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CHAPTER  XVm. 

I'HE  BOOK  OF  DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS  PRESENTED  TO 
THE  QENE&AL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  PKIESTHOOD  AND  THE 
GHU&OH. 

A  general  assembly  of  the  Church  of  Latter-day  Saints  was  held  at 
j      Kirtland  on  the  17th  of  August,  1835,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
'      labors  of  a  committee  appointed  by  a  gi'iieral  assembly  of  the  Church 
I      on  the  24th  of  September,  1834^for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  items 
!     of  the  doctrine  of  Jesas  Christ  for  the  government  of  the  Church.  The 
nammof  tli0  WBoaaaSlttm  were:^dMpli  Bnith,  Jan.,  Sidney  Kigdon, 
Olim  CWdeiy  aad  Trederiek  G.  Williams,  wlio^  liaviug  finished  said 
liodk  aeoording  to  tlie  instrnetions  given  them,  deem  it  necessaiy  to  eaU 
a  general  assembly  of  the  Chorah  to  see  whether  the  book  be  appioyed 
or  not  by  theanthoritiee  of  the  Chnreh;  that  it  may,  if  approred,  beoome 
a  law  and  a  role  of  fsitli  and  praetiee  to  the  Ghnieh.  Wherefbre,  Oliver 
Cowdery  and  Sidney  Rigdon,  members  of  the  Hmt  Presidency,  (Presi- 
dents Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  and  Frederick  G.  Williams  being  absent  on 
a  risit  to  the  Saints  in  Mi«higan,)  appointed  Thomas  Burdiok,  Warren 
Parrish,  and  Sylvester  Smith  clerks,  and  proceeded  to  organize  the 
whole  assembly  as  follows :  , 

-  They  organized*  the  High  Council  of  the  church  at  Kirtland,  and 
Presidents  W.  W.  Phelps  and  John  Whitmer  organised  the  High  Coun- 
cil of  the  church  in  Missouri. 

Bishop  Newel  K.  Whitney  organized  his  counselors  of  the  church  in 

*  The  UM  of  fhc  teiB  "organized"  here  means  merely  thut  the  various  eoonells 

and  quorums  were  arranged  hy  their  renpfrtlvp  prcsideucit'M  in  the  order  proper  for 
that  assembly,  jiot  that  they  were  then  organized  in  the  sense  of  bringing  them  into 
ttdsteiMC. 
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Kirtland,  and  acting  Bishop  John  Corrill  organized  the  counselors  of 
the  church  in  Missouri. 

Presidents  Leonard  Rich,  Levi  W.  Hancock,  Sylvester  Smith  &iid 
Lyman  Sherman  organized  the  council  of  the  Seventy.  Elder  John 
Gould,  acting  president,  organized  the  Elders.  Ira  Ames,  acting  presi- 
dent, organized  the  Priests.  Erastus  Babbitt,  acting  president,  orgun- 
ized  the  Teapfaers.  William  Burgess,  acting  president,  organized  the 
Deacons,  '^ud  they  also,  as  the  assembly  was  large,  appointed  Thomas 
Gates,  John  Young,  William  Cowderv,  Andrew  H.  Aldrich,  Job  L. 
Lewis  and  Oliver  Higley  assistant  presidents  of  the  day,  to  assist  in 
pr^erving  order  in  the  whole  assembly/^' 

Elder  Levi  W.  Hancock  being  appointed  chorister,  a  hymn  was  sun^, 
and  the  services  for  the  day  opened  by  the  prayer  of  President  Oliver 
Cowdery,  and  the  solemnities  of  eternity  rested  upon  the  audiencef^ 

Another  hymn  was  then  sung.    After  transacting  some  business  for 
the  Church,  such  as  ordaining  Morris  Phelps  to  the  High  Priesthood; 
Warren  Parritjh,  to  the  First  Seventy;  Sherman  Gilbert,  an  Elder;  and 
blessing  James  Foster,  Dean  Gould,  Benjamin  Gifford,  Elisha  H.  Groves 
i  and  Joseph  Hartshorn,  the  assembly  adjourned  for  one  hour. 

Afternoon:  A  hymn  was  sung,  when  President  Rigdon  arose  and 
rebuked  some  of  the  authorities  for  not  being  in  their  seats  at  the 
tipie  appointed.  • — " 

President  Cowdery  arose  and  introduced  the  "Book  of  Doctrine  and 
Covenants  of  the  Church  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,"  in  behalf  of  the 
committee.  He  was  followed  by  President  Rigdon,  who  explained  the 
manner  hy  wliicii  they  intended  to  obtain  the  voice  of  the  assembly  for 
oragjiiust  said  book. 

According  to  said  arrangement,  W.  W.  Phelps  bore  record  that  the 
book  prt'sented  to  the  assembly  was  true.  President  John  Whitmer, 
al«o,  rose  and  testified  that  it  was  true. 

Elder  John  Smith,  taking  the  lead  of  the  High  Council  in  Kirtland, 
bore  record  that  the  revelations  in  said  book  were  true,  and  that  the 
lectures  were  judiciously  arranged  and  compiled,  and  were  proBtable 
for  doctrine.  Whereupon,  the  High  Council  of  Kirtland  accepted  and 
acknowledged  them  as  the  doctrine  and  covenants  of  their  faith  by  a 
unanimous  vote. 

Elder  Levi  Jackman,  taking  the  lead  for  the  High  Council  of  the 
church  in  Missouri,  bore  testimony  that  the  revelations  in  said  book 
were  true,  and  the  said  High  Council  of  Missouri  accepted  and  acknowl- 
edged them  as  the  doctrine  and  covenants  of  their  faith,  by  a  unani- 
mous vote. 

President  W.  W,  Phelps  then  read  the  written  testimony  of  the  Twelve, 
as  follows: 
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nSTIMONY  or  THI  TWELVE  APOSTLES  TO  THE  TRUTH  OF  TBI  BOOK  OW 

DO<  TRINE  AND  COVENANTS, 

**nt€  teiHmony  of  the  Witnesses  to  the  Book  oj  the  Lords  Command- 
iMNls,  which  commandments  lie  gave  to  His  Church  through  Joseph 
Smith  f  Jun,,  who  was  e^ppointedt  6y  the  voice  of  the  Church,  for 
tkia  jMnpoM. 

**We  therefore  feel  willing  to  beer  testiiDony  to  ell  the  world  of  men- 
kind,  to  every  ereetnre  npon  the  faoe  of  all  the  earth,  that  the  Lord  has 
borne  reoord  to  our  flonli,  through  the  Holy  Ghost  shed  forth  opon  ns, 

that  these  Commandments  were  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  are 
protitable  for  all  men,  and  are  verily  true.  We  give  thi^  testimony 
unto  the  world,  the  Lord  beingr  our  helper;  and  it  is  throagh  the  grace 
of  Ood  the  Father,  and  His  Son  Jesu8  ChrUt,  that  we  are  permitted  to 
have  this  priTilefce  of  bearing  thie  testimony  nnto  the  world,  in  the 
whieh  we  rejoice  eieeedingly,  praying  the  Lord  always  that  the  ehildren 
of  men  may  be  profited  thereby. 

[Signed.]  "Thomas  B.  Marsh, 

••David  W.  Patten, 

"Brkjuam  YofNG, 
"Hkisku  C.  Kimball, 
**Orson  Hyde, 
"Wm.  E.  M  Lblldt, 
'*Pablit  p.  Pratt, 
•*LuKB  8.  Johnson, 
••William  8mith« 
••Orson  Pratt, 
••John  F.  Boynton, 
"Lyman  E.  Johnson."* 

Elder  T/eonard  Rich  bore  record  of  the  truth  of  the  book,  and  the 
couneil  of  the  Seventy  accepted  and  acknowledged  it  as  the  doctrine 
and  eovetiants  of  their  faith,  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Bishop  Newel  K.  Whitney  bore  record  of  the  truth  of  the  book,  and 

•  In  this  testimony  of  the  Twclvo  to  the  Rook  of  Doctrine  and  Cov«»nnnt»,  an  pub- 
li-h*  «i  in  the  Hi!<tory  of  Joseplj  Sniitii  in  the  Millfuniitl  Star,  tlu'  names  of  the 
Apuiitle^  were  not  appended,  but  it  i%  thought  proper  that  they  should  be  inserted 
bora  la  tb«  order  la  whIeh  fh^  Stood  in  the  (laoniin.  Tho  doemnent  ir^imidoiiM- 
edly  prepared  before  the  departure  of  the  Twelve  for  the  east,  a8  it  was  well  known 
that  the  work  of  the  committee  on  selection  and  compilation  would  pr(>sent  tlld 
Doctrine  and  Covenanta  to  a  general  assembly  before  the  Twelve  would  retam. 
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with  his  eouDMlon  Moeptod  and  MknowledffBd  It  as  the  doetrine  sad 
ooTenatits  of  their  faith,  by  a  nnaiiimoiiB  vote. 

Actinj^f  Bishop  John  Corrill  hore  record  of  the  truth  of  the  book,  and 
with  bis  counselors  accepted  and  acknowledged  it  as  the  doetxine  and 

covenants  of  their  faith,  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Aotincr  President  John  Gould  gave  his  testimony  in  favor  of  the  book, 
and  with  the  Elders  accepted  and  acknowledge  it  as  the  doctrine  and 

covenants  of  their  faith,  b}'  a  unanimous  vote. 

Ira  Ames,  ju-ting  president  of  the  Priests,  guve  his  testimony  in 
favor  of  the  ljuuk,  and  with  the  Priests  accepted  and  acknowledged 
it  as  the  doctrine  and  coveuanU»  of  their  faith,  by  a  unanimous 
vote. 

Erastos  Babbitt,  acting  president  of  the  Teachers,  gave  his  teati- 
mony  in  tKwor  of  the  book,  and  they  aeoepted  and  aekBOwledgad 
it  as  the  doetrine  and  covenants  of  their  laith,  by  a  nnanimoaa 
vote. 

William  BorKess,  aeting  president  of  the  Deaeons*  bote  reeoid  of 
the  truth  of  the  book,  and  they  aeeepted  and  aeknowledged  it  as  tfaa 
doetrine  and  covenants  of  their  faith,  by  a  nnanimous  vote. 

The  venerable  assistant  president,  Thomas  Gates,  then  bore  record  of 
the  truth  of  the  book*  and  with  his  five  silver-haired  assistants,  and  the 
whole  congregation,  accepted  and  aeknowledged  it  as  the  doctrina  and 
covenants  of  their  faith,  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  several  authorities  and  the  general  assembly,  by  a  uaaDimoos 
vote,  accepted  the  labors  of  the  committee. 

President  W,  W.  Phelps  then  read  the  followinj;  article  on  marriage,* 
which  was  accepted  and  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  inlaid  book, 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  namely : 

ArUeie  on  Maniage, 

**  According  to  the  custom  of  all  civilized  nations,  mnrriajre  is  rcerulnted 
by  laws  and  ceremonies;  therefore  we  believe  that  all  marriapcs  in  this 
Ghnreh  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  should  be  solemnized  in  a  public 
meeting  or  feast  prepared  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  solemnization 
should  be  performed  by  a  Presiding  High  Priest,  High  Priest,  Bishop, 
Blder  or  Priest,  not  even  prohibiting  those  persons  who  are  desirous  to 
get  married,  of  being  married  by  other  authority.    We  believe  that  it 

•  It  shoiiM  lie  ohservod  that  thin  "Article  on  Marriage"  presented  by  W.  W. 
.  Phelps,  aud  »lso  the  one  ou  "Qovenuuent  iind  Laws  ia  Ueneral,"  presented  by 
Oltvw  OowdMy,  ware  not  pcesented  as  ravelatloBS  sad  wate  ael  pabUthed  as  soeh 
at  the  time,  but  weie  aKprMskms,  ef  oooim,  of  the  belM  of  the  Saints  at  ttat 
period  oa  thooo  rabjoets. 
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IB  not  riicht  to  prohibit  members  of  this  Churoh  from  marryiDg  out  of 
tiM  Cfattidii  if  it  be  tlMir  datormmatiim  80  to  do;  Imt  raeh  pflraons  will 
be  eonaideved  weak  in  the  feith  of  our  Lord  Jenu  Christ. 

"Maniaice  should  be  oelebnted  with  prayer  and  thanksgiving,  and  at 
tbe  aolemniaaftion,  the  persons  to  be  married,  standing  together,  the 
man  on  the  right  and  the  woman  on  the  left,  shall  be  addressed  by  the 
person  offioiatingas  heshall  be  direeted  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  if  there 
be  no  legal  objections,  he  shaU  say,  calling  each  by  name:  'Ton  both 
mutually  agree  to  be  each  other's  companion,  husband  and  wife,  observ- 
ing the  le(?al  rights  belonging  to  this  condition:  that  is,  keeping  your- 
selves wholly  for  each  other,  and  from  all  otherR,  during  your  livesf 
And  when  they  have  both  answered  *yes,^  he  shall  pronounce  them 
'husband  and  wife,'  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  vir- 
tue of  the  laws  of  the  country  and  authority  vested  in  him.  'May  God 
add  His  blessings  and  keep  you  to  fulfill  your  covenants  from  hence- 
forth and  forever.  Amen.' 

*'The  clerk  of  every  church  should  keep  a  record  of  all  uiarriatres  sol- 
emnized in  his  branch.  All  legal  contracts  of  marriage  made  before  a 
person  is  baptized  into  this  Church  should  be  held  sacred  and  fulfilled. 
Inatmndi  as  this  Chnrsh  of  Christ  has  been  reproached  with  the  erime 
of  fomieation  and  polygamy,  we  declare  that  we  beUere  that  one  man 
shonld  have  one  wife,  and  one  woman  bnt  one  hnsband,  eieept  in  case 
of  death,  when  either  is  at  liberty  to  many  again.  It  is  not  right  to 
persnade  a  woman  to  be  baptised  contrary  to  the  wiU  of  her  hnsband; 
neither  is  it  lawful  to  inflnenee  her  to  leave  her  hnsband.  AQ  children 
are  bound  by  law  to  obey  their  parents,  and  to  iuflnenoe  them  to  embrace 
any  religious  faith,  or  be  baptized,  or  leave  their  parents  without  their 
consent,  is  unlawful  and  unjust.  We  belieye  that  husbands,  parents, 
and  masters,  who  exercise  control  over  their  wives,  children  and  ser- 
vants, and  prevent  them  from  embracing  the  truth,  will  have  to  answer 
£^r  that  sin.*' 


ftresideait  Oliver  Cowdery  then  read  Ihe  following  article  on  "Govern- 
ments and  Laws  in  Oeneral,"  which  was  accepted  and  adopted  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  in  said  book,  by  a  nnanimons  vote: 


"That  mar  belief  with  regard  to  earthly  governments  and  laws  in 
general  may  not  be  misinterpreted  nor  misunderstood,  we  have  thoni^t 
proper  to  present,  at  the  dose  of  this  volume,  our  opinion  coneeming 


"We  believe  that  govemmente  were  institnted  of  God  for  the  benefit 
of  man,  and  that  He  holds  men  aecountable  for  their  aoto  in  relation  to 


Of  Ocvemmmit$  and  Law§  in  OtmeraU 


the  same. 
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them,  both  in  makinf;  1aw8  and  administering  them  for  the  good  and 
safety  of  societ}'. 

*'We  believe  that  no  troveriiiiH-iit  can  <'xist  in  peace. except  such  laws 
are  framed  and  held  iiu  iolate  as  will  seoure  to  each  individual  the  free 
exercise  of  conscience,  and  the  right  and  control  of  property,  and  the 
protection  of  life. 

**We  believe  that  all  j,'overument8  necessarily  require  civil  officers 
and  magistrates  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  same,  and  that  such  as  will 
administer  the  law  in  equity  and  jostioe  should  be  soagfat  for,  and  up- 
held by  the  Toice  of  the  people  (if  a  republic,)  or  the  will  of  the  sover- 
eign. 

"We  belioTe  that  religion  is  institated  of  €k)d,  and  that  men  axe 
amenable  to  Him,  and  to  Him  only,  for  the  ezeroiae  of  it,  nnless  their 
religions  opinions  prompt  them  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  others;  bnt  we  do  not  believe  that  human  law  has  a  ri^ht  to  interfere 
in  prescribing  rules  of  worship  to  bind  the  consciences  of  men,  or  dic- 
tate forms  for  public  or  private  devotion;  that  the  civil  maj^fistrate  should 
restrain  crime,  but  never  control  conscienoe;  should  punish  guilt, 
but  never  suppress  the  freedom  of  the  soul. 

**We  huli»  ve  that  all  men  are  V>ouiid  to  sustain  and  uphold  the  respect- 
ive t^overuiuents  in  which  they  reside,  while  protected  in  their  inherent 
and  inali»'nal)le  ri^,'hts  by  the  laws  of  such  governments;  and  that  sedi- 
tion and  rel)elli()n  are  unbecoming  every  citizen  thus  protected,  and 
should  be  punished  accordingly;  and  that  all  governments  have  a  right 
to  enact  such  laws  as  in  their  own  judgments  are  best  calculated  to  se- 
cure the  public  interest;  It  the  same  time,  however,  holding  sacred  the 
freedom  of  eonseienee. 

"We  believe  that  every  man  should  be  honored  in  his  station;  rtder 
or  magistrate  as  sneh — ^being  placed  for  the  proteetion  of  the  innoeent 
and  the  punishment  of  the  guilty;  and  that  to  the  laws  all  men  owe  re- 
speet  and  deference,  as  without  them  peace  and  harmony  would  be  sup- 
planted by  anarchy  and  terror;  human  laws  being  instituted  for  the 
express  purpose  of  regulating  our  interests  as  individuals  and  nations 
between  man  and  man;  and  divine  laws  given  of  heaven  prescribing 
rules  on  spiritual  concerns,  for  faith  and  worship,  both  to  be  answered 
by  man  to  his  Maker. 

**We  believe  that  rulers,  states,  and  governments  have  a  right,  and 
are  bound  to  en.u  t  laws  for  the  protection  of  all  citizens  in  the  free  ex- 
ercise of  their  relij^ious  belief;  l)ut  we  df>  not  believe  thar  they  have  a 
right,  in  justice,  to  deprive  citizens  of  this  privilege,  or  proscribe  them 
in  their  opinions,  so  long  as  a  regard  and  reverence  are  shown  to 
the  laws,  and  Huch  religious  opinions  do  not  justify  sedition  or  con- 
spiracy. 
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We  beUim  that  the  oommiiaioii  of  orime  thonld  be  pnnithed  Mootd- 

ing  to  the  nature  of  the  effenae;  that  muzder,  treason,  robbery,  theft, 
and  the  breach  of  the  general  peace,  in  all  respects,  should  be  puniihed 
according  to  their  crimmatity,  and  their  tendency  to  evil  among  men, 

))>•  the  laws  of  that  governmpnt  in  which  the  offense  is  comrairted; 
and  tor  the  public  peace  and  trauqiiility  all  men  should  step  forward 
and  use  their  ability  in  bringing  offenders  a^rainst  good  laws  to 
punishment. 

**We  do  not  believe  it  just  to  mingle  religious  influence  with  civil 
government,  whereby  one  n'Ii'_rioiis  society  is  fostered  and  another  pro- 
scribed in  its  spiritual  priyileges,  and  the  individual  rightd  of  its  mem- 
bers, as  citizens,  denied. 

"We  believe  th.-it  all  relijfious  .societies  have  a  rijrlit  to  deal  with  their 
members  for  disorderly  conduct,  according  to  the  rules  and  rej^rulations 
of  such  societies;  provided  that  such  dealinj^s  be  for  fellowship  and 
jj^ooil  standing;  but  we  do  not  believe  that  any  relifjious  society  has 
autln>rity  to  try  men  on  the  right  of  property  or  life,  to  take  from  them 
this  world's  goods,  or  to  put  them  in  jeopardy  of  either  life  or  limb;  or 
to  infliet  any  physical  pmuahment  upon  them;  they  ean  only  ezoom- 
mnnteate  them  from  their  aociety,  and  withdraw  from  them  their  fel- 
lowship. 

"We  believe  that  men  ebonld  appeal  to  tiie  eivil  law  lor  vedzewof  all 
wrongs  and  grievaneea  where  penonal  abnoe  ti  inflicted,  or  the  right  of 
property  or  eharaoter  infringed,  where  saeh  laws  eziat  as  will  protect 
the  same;  bnt  we  belieye  that  all  men  are  jostifled  in  defendiniir  them- 
•elvee,  thehr  friends  and  property,  and  the  government  from  the  nnlaw- 
fnl  assaults  and  oneroaehments  of  all  persons  in  times  of  exigency 
wfaen  immediate  appeal  cannot  be  made  to  the  laws,  and  relief 
aflbided* 

**We  believe  it  jnst  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  nations  of  the  earth, 

and  warn  the  righteoos  to  save  themselves  from  the  oorraption  of 
the  world;  but  we  do  not  believe  it  right  to  interfere  with  bond  ser* 
▼aots;  neither  preach  the  Gospel  to,  nor  baptize  them  contrary  to 
the  will  and  wish  of  their  masters;  nor  to  meddle  with  or  influence 
them  in  the  least  to  cause  them  to  be  dissatisfied  with  their  situa- 
tions in  this  life,  thereby  jeopardizing  the  lives  of  men:  such  inter- 
ference we  believe  to  be  unlawful,  and  unjust,  and  (lan;,'erons  to  the 
peace  of  every  government  allowing  human  beings  to  be  held  in 
servitude.'* 

4/*^  hymn  was  then  song.  President  Bidn«y  Bigdon  returned  thanks; 
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after  which  the  assmbly  was  blessed  by  the  Fresidenoy  with  uplifted 
biuids,  and  dismissed. 

Oliver  Cowdery, 
Sidney  Hiqdon, 

Presidents. 

Thoius  Bubdiok, 
Warbsn  Pabbish, 
Stltkbtbe  Smith, 

Clerks* 

*  Following  is  the  (iUe  {Mige  and  preface  of  tiie  first  edition  of  (he  Doctrine  and 

OweDttDts. 

DOCTHINE  AN1>  C0V£NANT8 
(Mr 

THE  OHCJROH  OP  THS  LATTBB-DAT  SAINTS: 

0A&Uri7LX.Y  SKLKCTSO 

raoM  ram  bbvblatiomb  w  aoo, 

AMD  OOMPnilD  BT 

Joseph  iimitii,  Junior, 
Oliver  Cowdery, 

Sidney  Rigdon, 

Frederirk  G.  Williams,  ' 
(Presiding  Elder^^  of  said  Cbareh,) 

PKOPJUETOBS. 


nUMTBD  BT  P.  e.  mLLUMM  A  00., 

For  the  Pioprietam. 
1885. 

PBBFAOB. 

To  th9  M*mh9n  0f  UU  Ohwrth  e/  th$  Zatier-dag  Saints, 
DBA*  BBBTBB»:~We  deem  It  to  be  naneeeeaery  to  eatertiiia  70a  with  a  lengthy 

preface  to  the  following  volume,  >>iit  nirrdy  to  say  that  it  oOlltsfDS  in  short  tte 
leading  items  of  the  religion  which  we  have  professed  to  believe. 

The  first  part  of  the  boolt  will  be  found  to  contain  a  series  of  lectures  as  delivered 
helMe  a  theolofieal  elsss  la  this  plaee,  sad  in  eoaaaqnenoo  of  their  anbraslBv  <b« 
iBportsat  dMirias  of  aslratkm,  wo  hare  smacod  them  lato  ths  fbUowlBg  work. 
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The  aeeond  part  eontelns  Items  or  principles  for  the  regulation  of  the  Chnnh 
tekm  from  the  rerelatioat  whloh  have  been  glT60  alnee  Ita  organliathwi,  m 
wall  M  frou  former  ones. 

Thai*  Im  m  aTvnkm  fai  the  mlndi  of  MmM  afainit  reeelTtaig  uiTtbliig 
pwrpovtlBf  to  be  arttelee  of  rvligioua  Calth,  in  eonsequence  of  there  being  so 
many  ik>w  pxtant;  but  if  men  bflit-vc  a  •>y«tpm,  rh'I  ]«rf>fess  that  it  was  trivtn 
by  inspiration,  certainly  the  more  intelligibly  they  can  present  it,  the  better,  it 
does  not  make  a  principle  untrue  to  print  it,  neither  does  it  make  it  true  not  to 
ptint  it. 

The  Church,  viewing  this  Hubject  to  be  of  importance,  appointed,  through  their 
servants  and  delegates  the  Hi;:h  Council,  your  servants  to  select  and  compile  this 
work.  Several  reasons  might  be  adduced  in  favor  of  this  move  of  the  Council, 
tal  we  only  add  a  few  words.  TtMf  knew  that  the  Chureh  wae  evU  epokeii  o( 
In  nmnj  places,  its  faith  and  belief  misrepresented,  and  the  way  of  truth  tiivs 
•nbrerted.  By  some  it  was  represented  as  disbelieving  tb*-  Bibb-:  by  others  as 
being  an  enemy  to  all  good  order  and  uprightness;  and  by  others  as  being ii^orloua 
to  the  peaee  of  all  goTemments,  elTll  and  politSeal. 

We  hnve,  therefore,  endeafwed  to  pieeent,  though  In  few  words,  oar  belief  and 
Wlien  we  say  this,  humbly  tnist,  th^'  faith  and  principles  of  this  society  as  a  body. 

We  do  not  present  this  little  volume  witli  any  other  expectation  than  that  we  are 
to  be  called  to  answer  to  every  principle  advanced.  In  that  day  when  the  secrets  of 
•n  bearta  will  be  levealed,  and  Hm  lewerd  of  every  man's  labor  lie  giTen  htm. 

With  sentiments  of  er<teem  and  sincere  respect,  we  subscribe  eaXSelYeS  your 
brethren  in  the  bonds  ol  the  Qospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

JosKPU  Smith,  Jun., 
OumOOWDSET, 
SiDKKT  RiODOM, 

ifBBDaBioK  O.  Wiuoam. 

KiKTUAND,  Ohio,  February  17,  1835. 
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CHAPTEK  XIX, 

THE  FBOPHBT'B  BBTUBN  FBOM  MIGHIOAN  TO  KmTLAMD— HIS 
ADDBES8  TO  THE  SLDBEB  OF  THB  OHtlBOH. 

Minutes  of  the  Hi^h  Council  at  KirtUmd—lVial  of  Almm  W.  BaftMM. 

On  the  lOtli,  a  char<j:('  was  pretVrrod  betort'  a  council  of  the  IVesi- 
dency,  agrainst  KhU'i-  Ahiion  W.  Babbitt,  f<»r  not  keepintr  fh»-  Word  of 
Wisdom;  forstutin<j:  the  Book  of  Mornion  was  not  essential  to  our  sal- 
vation, and  that  we  have  uo  articles  of  faith  except  the  Bible. 

Elder  J.  B.  Smith  testified  that  Elder  Babbitt  had  assumed  the 
prerogatiTe  of  dietating  to  him  in. his  preaching;  and  that  he  was  not 
keepinic  th«  Wovd  of  Wi«dom. 

Elder  Babbitt  said  that  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  break  the  Word 
of  Wisdom,  from  the  example  of  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,  and 
others,  but  acknowledged  that  it  was  wrong;  that  he  had  taught  th» 
Book  of  Mormon  and  Gommsndments  as  he  had  thought  to  be  wisdom, 
and  for  the  good  of  the  eanse;  that  he  had  not  intended  to  dictate  to 
Elder  J.  B.  Smith,  but  only  to  advise  with  him. 

The  council  reproved  Elder  Babbitt,  and  instructed  him  to  observe 
the  Word  of  Wisdom,  and  commandments  of  the  Lord  in  all  things; 
also  that  it  is  not  advisable  for  any  Elder  to  take  his  wife  with  him  ob 
a  mission  to  preach. 

Wabrkn  Pabrish,  Clerk. 

Conjerence  at  Saco^  Mame. 

Seven  of  the  Twelve  met  in  eonftoenoe  at  Saeo,  Maine,  August  21st. 
The  ohnreh  in  that  place  numbered  fifty-seven;  the  Dover  branch  in 
New  Hampshire,  eight. 

The  council  pave  instructions  on  the  redemption  of  Zion,  the  build- 
ing of  the  Temple  in  Kirtland,  and  the  printing  of  the  word  of  God  to 
the  nations,  etc.,  etc.;  and  some  were  added  to  the  Church  daring  their 
stay. 

The  church  io  Saco  contributed  seventy  or  eighty  dollars  to  assist  the 
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Twelve  to  return  home,  which  the  Twelve  recorded  tw  a  meaiento  in 
their  behalf,  according  to  covenant. 

Sunday,  August  23—1  arrived  at  Kirtland  pjjpietto'"'* 
from  my  visit  to  Michigan.  Kwimd. 

Ou  the  24tli  the  Ooiineil  at  Kirtland  ordained 

Jouathan  Stevens  an  Elder,  and  instructed  him  and  his 
flons,  Uzziel  and  Lyman,  and  his  son-in-law,  John  £• 
Page,  *  Elders,  to  locate  their  families  and  then 
go  forth  and  preach  the  Qospel;  also  that 
Joseph  H.  Tippits  and  J.  W.  Tippits  go  to  Missouri  this 
fall  to  purchase  land  for  the  ehnrch  in  Bssex,  New  York, 
according  to  previous  appointment  by  the  voice  of  said 
church. 

August  ;,^s. — This  day  1  preached  on  the  duty  of  wives. 

The  traveling  High  Council  assembled  in  conference 
at  Farmington,  Maine,  and  resolved— that  ^^c^^nf^ 
this  be  called  the  '^Maine  Conference."   The  «nc«  at  Farm 
«hinoh  at  Farmington  numbered  thirty-two; 
in  Sitter  B.,  twenty-two;  in  Akwry,  twenty-five;  in  Errol, 
^ew  iiauipshire,  twenty;  all  in  good  standing. 

September  1. — I  wrot(^  the  following  communication  to 
John  Whitmer,  Esq.,  editor,  which  was  ])ul»-        „    .  ^, 

'         *  '  '  '  The  Prophet'* 

lisbed  in  the  Messenger  and  Advocate^  P^^   Letter  to  the 
179,     seq.  : 

TO  THE  KLDBBS  OF  THK  OHUBCH  OF  LATTER-DAY  SAINTS  :t 

After  so  longr  a  time,  And  after  so  many  tbinge  have  been  aaid,  I  ftol 

H  my  daty  to  drop  a  few  hints,  that  perhaps  the  Elders  traveling 
tbrongh  the  world,  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  to  flee  the 
wrath  to  eome,  and  lave  themielves  from  thia  nntoward  generation — 

*  John  E.  Page  was  born  February  25,  1799,  in  Trenton  Township,  Oneida  County, 
New  York.  He  was  UiptUed  by  the  brother  of  Martin  Harris— Emar  HarrU— >ia 
▲agwt,  1839.  fak  Ohio,  and  ordained  an  Eldor  In  8ept«mb«r»  1888.  He  was  now. 
on  his  removal  to  Kirtland,  in  his  thirty ••iiEth  year. 

t  This  is  a  most  important  <io<Mimpnt,  since  in  it  the  Prophet  rt-riews  the  nctions 
and  motlTes  of  himself  and  associates  in  settling  the  Church  in  Missouri.  It  is  a 
■MMt  Jnat  and  eonaarvatlTa  statement  of  fho  ease,  a  statement  In  whieh  fho  enors 
and  orerseal  of  some  of  the  Elders  and  Stints  are  admitted  and  deplored.  It  also 
admirablj-  portrays  ihf  IV";.])'  t  ii«  the  conservative  force  in  the  Choroht  and  giVOS 
an  insight  into  the  greatness  and  inspiration  of  his  mind. 
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may  be  aidtii  in  a  measure,  in  doctrine,  and  in  the  way  of  their  duty. 
I  have  been  laboring:  in  this  cause  for  eipht  years,  during"  which  time 
I  have  traveled  much,  and  have  had  much  experience.  I  removed  from 
Seneca  Coimty,  New  i'ork,  to  Geaug^a  County,  Ohio,  in  Febroary, 
1831. 

I  received,  by  a  heavenly  vision,  a  comuiaudmeul  in  June  fol- 
Uming,  to  take  my  journey  to  the  western  boundmriM  of  tiM  GMato 
of  Ifiaaonri,  and  thoio  desunuito  tho  very  spot  whieh  was  to  1m  fiia 
centra]  filaoe  for  tiie  oommeneemont  of  the  gathering  together  of  tfaoie 
who  embraee  the  follnen  of  the  OTeriasting  GkMpel.  AeeordtBglj  I 
nndertook  the  joimiey,  with  eertatn  oneo  of  my  hrathien,  and  after  m 
kmg  and  tediooa  jonmeyf  inflering  many  ptiratioiis  and  haidihipet 
anired  in  Jaekeon  County,  Miseonri,  and  lAer  viewing  the  eonntiy, 
leeking  diligently  at  the  hand  of  God,  He  manifeeted  Hinieelf  onto  na, 
and  designated,  to  me  and  others,  the  very  spot  upon  which  he  de- 
signed to  commence  the  work  of  the  gatherinp^,  and  the  upbuilding  of 
an  *'holy  city,'*  whioh  should  be  called  Zion — ^Zion,  beeanse  it  is 
a  place  of  righteousness,  and  all  who  build  thereon  are  to  worship 
the  true  and  living  God.  and  all  believe  in  one  doctrine,  even  the  doc- 
trine of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.  "Thy  watchmen  shall  lift 
up  the  voice  ;with  the  voice  together  shall  thej'sing:  for  they  shall  see 
eye  to  eye,  when  the  Lord  shall  bring  again  Zion"   (Isaiah  Hi:  8). 

Here  we  pause  for  a  moment  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  idea 
of  gathering  to  this  place.  It  is  well  known  tiiat  there  were  lands 
belonging  to  the  government,  to  be  sold  to  individuals,  and  it  was  un- 
derstood by  all,  at  least  we  believed  so,  that  we  lived  in  a  free  country, 
a  land  of  liberty  and  of  laws,  guaranteeing  to  every  man,or  any  company 
of  men,  the  right  of  parohasing  lands,  and  settling  and  living  npott 
them;  therefore  we  thought  no  harm  in  advising  the  Latter^tay  Saints, 
or  "Mormons,"  as  they  ere  reproaohfolly  ealled,  to  gather  to  this  plaee, 
inasmneh  as  it  was  their  doty  (and  it  was  well  nnderstood  so  to  be)  to 
porohase  with  money,  lands,  and  liv*  upon  them,  not  infringing  upon 
the  rights  of  any  indiridnal,  or  oommnnity  of  people}  always  keeping  id 
view  the  sajringt  **Do  unto  others  as  yon  would  wish  others  to  do  nnto 
you; "  following  also  the  good  injonction, **Deal  justly, love  meroy, and 
walk  humbly  with  thy  Qod." 

These  were  our  motives  in  teaching  the  people,  or  Latter-day  Saints, 
to  gather  together,  beginning  at  this  place;  and  inasmuch  as  there  are 
those  who  have  had  different  views  from  this,  we  feel  that  it  is  a  cause 
of  deep  rcfjrret.  Be  it  known  unto  all  men,  that  our  principles  concerning 
this  thintr  have  not  b»  (  ii  such  as  have  been  represented  by  those  who, 
we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  are  designing  and  wicked  men,  that 
have  said  that  this  was  our  doctrine:  "To  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  a 
people  who  inhabit  our  civil  and  iree  country,  such  as  to  drive  the  in- 
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habitants  of  Jackson  County  from  their  lands,  and  tako  possession 
thereof  unlawfully."  Far,  yea,  far  bv  such  a  principle  from  our  hearts. 
It  nevtr  entered  into  our  minds;  and  we  only  say,  that  God  shall  re- 
ward such  in  that  day  when  He  shall  come  to  make  up  His  jewels. 

But  to  return  to  my  subject.  After  havin«r  ascertained  the  very 
spot,  and  having  the  happiness  of  seeing  quite  a  number  of  the  families 
of  my  brethren  comfortably  situated  upon  the  land,  I  took  leave  of 
thMB  and  journeyed  iMMk  to  Ohiat  and  vied  ereiy  iofliMnoe  and  aiga- 
nMot  that  lay  in  my  power  to  icet  thoao  who  believed  in  the  everlasting' 
eofvenant,  wboee  eireamstaneet  would  admit,  and  whoee  families  were 
wilUng  to  remove  to  the  plaee  whieh  I  had  designated  to  be  the  land  of 
Zion;  and  tfaoa  the  eoond  of  the  gathering,  and  of  the  dootrine,  went 
abroad  into  the  worid;  and  many,  having  a  aeal  not  aeeording  to 
knowledge,  and  not  nndentanding  the  pure  prineiples  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Chnroh,  have,  no  doubt,  in  the  heat  of  enthusiasm, 
tanglit  and  said  many  things  which  are  derogatory  to  the  genuine 
ehaneter  and  prineiples  of  the  Chureh;  and  for  these  things  wo 
are  heartily  sorry,  and  would  apologise,  if  apdogy  wonld  do  any 

good. 

But  we  pause  here,  and  offer  a  remark  upon  the  sayinj^  which  wo 
learn  has  gone  abroad,  and  has  been  handled  in  a  manner  detrimental 
to  the  cause  of  truth,  by  sayinp/'that  in  preaching  the  doctrine  of  ^'ather- 
ing,  we  break  up  famllie.-;,  and  give  license  for  men  to  leave  iheir  fami- 
lies, women  their  husbands,  children  their  parents  and  slavestheir  mas- 
ters,thereby  deranging  the  order  and  breaking  up  the  harmony  and  peace 
of  society."  We  shall  here  .show  our  faith,  and  thereby,  as  we  humbly 
trust,  put  an  end  to  these  false  and  wicked  misrepresentations,  which 
hsve  eauaed,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  thousands  to  think  they 
were  dofaig  God*8  serviee,  when  they  were  perseenting  the  children  ct 
Ood;  whereas,  if  they  ooold  have  enjoyod  the  true  light,  and  had  a 
jnst  nnderstanding  of  onr  principles,  they  would  have  embraeed  them 
with  all  their  hearts,  and  been  rejoioing  m  the  love  of  the  tmth.  And 
now  to  show  onr  doctrine  on  this  subjeot,  we  shall  commence  with  the 
tet  piineiples  of  the  Qospel,  which  are  faith,  repentance,  and  bap- 
tism for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ohost  by  the 
laying  on  of  tlio  hands.  This  we  believe  to  be  our  duty  to  teach  to 
all  makind  tlie  dootrine  of  repentance,!which  we  shall  endeavor  to  show 
from  the  following  quotations: 

*'Then  opened  He  their  understandings,  that  they  might  understand 
the  scriptures,  and  said  unto  them.  Thus  it  is  written,  and  thus  it  be- 
hoved Christ  to  suffer,  and  to  rise  from  the  dead  the  third  day: 
and  that  repentanci'  and  remi.ssion  of  sins  should  be  preached  in 
His  name  among  ail  nations,  beginning  at  Jerusalem"  (Luke  xxiv: 
45.  46,  47). 
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By  this  we  learn  that  it  behoved  Christ  to  softer,  and  to  be  oraeifled, 
and  rise  ap;ain  on  the  third  day,  for  the  express  purpose  that  repent- 
anoe  and  remission  of  sins  should  be  preached  to  all  nations. 

"Then  Peter  said  unto  them,  Bepent,  and  be  baptized  eyeiy  one  of 
you  in  the  name  of  Jesns  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall 
receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoet.  For  the  promise  is  unto  you,  and 
to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afaro£f,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord 
our  God  shall  call"  (Acts  ii:  38, 39). 

By  this  we  learn  that  the  promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  made  unto  as 
many  a.s  those  to  whom  the  doot-  ini>  of  repentance  was  tu  be  preached, 
which  was  unto  all  nations.  And  we  discover  also,  that  the  promise  was 
to  extend  by  lineage;  for  Peter  says,  not  only  unto  you,  but  "to 
your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off."  From  this  we  infer, 
that  the  promise  was  to  continue  unf<»  their  children's  children,  ami 
i'vcn  unto  as  nmny  as  the  Lord  their  (ind  should  call.  We  discover  here 
that  we  are  blending:  two  principles  tojireiher  in  these  <juotations.  The 
first  is  the  principle  of  repentance,  and  the  second  is  the  principle  of  the 
remission  of  sins;  aud  we  learn  from  Peter  that  remi.ssion  of  sins  is  to 
be  obtained  by  baptism  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  follows  inevitably,  for,  says  Peter,  '  'yon  shall 
receive  the  Holy  Ghost.'' 

Therefore  we  believe  in  preaching  the  doctrine  of  repentanoe  in 
all  the  world,  both  to  old  and  jroung,  rich  and  poor,  bond  and  ftree,  as 
we  shall  endeavor  to  show  hereafter  how,  and  in  what  manner,  and  how 
far,  it  is  binding  on  the  consciences  of  mankind,  making  proper  distinc- 
tions between  old  and  young,  men,  women,  children  and  servants. 
But  we  discover,  in  order  to  be  benefitted  by  the  doctrine  of  repent- 
ance, we  must  believe  in  obtaining  the  remission  of  sins.  And  in  order 
to  obtain  the  remission  of  sins,  we  must  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  bap- 
tism in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  if  we  believe  in 
baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins,  we  may  expect  a  fuirillnient  of  the 
promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  for  the  promise  extends  to  all  whom  the 
Lord  our  (  Jod  sfiall  call:  and  hath  lie  not  surely  said,  as  you  will  find 
in  the  last  chapter  of  Revelation — "And  the  Spirit  and  the  bi ide  sa}-, 
Come.  And  let  him  that  iieareth  say,  Come.  And  let  him  that  is  athirst 
come.  And  whosoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely" 
(liev,  xxii:  17). 

Again,  the  Savior  says,  "Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor,  and  are 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  j^ive  yon  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  yon,  and 
learn  of  me;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart:  and  ye  shall  find 
rest  unto  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden  is  light'* 
(Matt,  zi:  28,  29,  30). 

Again,  Isaiah  says,  **Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of 
the  earth:  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  else.   I  have  sworn  by  my< 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  0.  1835] 


HISTOBY  OF  THE  CHUKCH 


257 


self,  fiw  wcvd  is  gone  ant  my  moutk  in  righteousness,  and  shaU  not 
return.  That  unto  me  every  knee  shall  bow,  erery  tongue  shall  swear. 
8nx«Iy  shall  one  say,  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteonsness  and  strength: 
evea  to  Him  shall  men  eome;  and  all  that  are  ineensed  against  Him 
shall  be  ashamed"  (Isaiah  xlv:  22-24). 

And  to  show  farther  oonneetions  in  proof  of  the  doetrine  above 
named,  we  quote  the  followinfr  scriptures: 

"Him  hath  Gk>d  exalted  with  His  rigrht  hand,  to  be  a  Prince  and  a 
Savior,  for  to  give  repentance  to  Israel,  and  fondveness  of  sins.  And 
we  are  His  witnesses  of  these  things;  and  so  is  also  the  Holy  Ghost, 
whom  God  hath  given  to  them  that  oboy  Him'*  (Acts  v:  31,  32). 

"But  when  they  believed  Philip,  preaching:  the  things  concerning 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  were  bap- 
tized, both  men  and  women.  Then  Simon,  himself,  believed  also: 
and  when  he  was  baptized,  he  continued  with  Philip,  and  wondered, 
beholding  the  miracles  and  signs  which  were  done.  Now  when  the 
apostles  which  were  at  Jerusalem  heard  that  Samaria  had  received 
the  word  of  God,  they  sent  unto  them  Peter  and  John:  who,  when  they 
were  come  down,  prayed  for  them,  that  they  might  receive  the  Holy 
Ohost:  (for  as  yet  he  was  fUlen  upon  none  of  them,  only  they  were 
baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesns.)  Then  laid  they  their  hands  on 
them,  and  they  received  the  Holy  Ohost.*' 

'*And  as  they  went  on  their  way,  they  same  nnto  a  eertain  water, 
and  the  eonneh  said.  See,  here  is  water,  what  doth  hinder  me  to  be 
baptisedt  And  Philip  said.  If  thou  believeet  with  all  thine  heart,  then 
mayest.  And  he  answered  and  said,  I  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  u  the 
Son  of  Qod.  And  he  commanded  the  chariot  to  stand  still,  and  they 
went  down  both  into  the  water,  both  Philip  and  the  eunuch,  and  he 
baptized  him.  And  when  they  were  come  up  out  of  the  water,  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lor<i  caught  away  Philip,  and  the  eunuch  saw  him  no 
more,  and  he  went  on  his  way  rejoicing.  But  Philip  was  found  at 
A/.otus;  and  passing  through,  he  preached  in  all  the  cities,  till  he  came 
toCesarea"  (Actsviii:  12-17;  36-40). 

*' While  Peter  yet  spake  these  words,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  all  them 
which  heard  the  word.  And  they  of  the  circumcision,  which  believed, 
were  astonished,  as  many  as  came  with  Peter,  because  that  on  the 
Gentiles  also  was  poured  out  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  for  they 
heard  them  speak  with  tongues  and  magnify  God.  Then  answered 
Peter,  Can  any  man  forbid  water,  that  these  shoold  not  be  baptised, 
whieh  have  received  the  Holy  Ohost  as  well  as  wef  And  he  oommanded 
them  to  be  baptiiedin  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Then  prayed  they  him 
to  tarry  eertain  days'*  (Aots  x:  44-48). 

"And  on  the  Sabbath,  we  went  ont  of  the  oity,  by  a  river  side 
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where  prayer  was  wont  to  be  made;  and  we  sat  down  and  spake  unto 
the  women  which  resorted  thither.  And  a  certain  woaian,  named 
Lydia,  a  seller  of  purple,  of  the  city  of  Thyatira,  which  worshiped  Qod, 
heard  us;  whose  heart  the  Lord  opened,  that  she  attended  unto  the 
things  spoken  of  by  Panl.  And  when  she  was  baptised,  and  her 
hon<«ehold,  she  besoni^tns,  sayinfrt  K  ye  have  jndsed  me  to  be  fSaithftil 
to  the  Lord,  eome  into  my  house,  and  abide  there}  and  she  eonstrained 
ns**  (Acts  xn:  13-15). 

"And  at  midnight  Paul  and  Silas  pn^red,  and  sang  praises  to  God; 
and  the  prisoners  heard  them.  And  suddenly  there  was  a  grreat  earth- 
quake, so  that  the  foundations  of  the  prison  were  shaken;  and  imme- 
diately all  the  doors  were  opened,  and  every  one's  bands  were  loosed. 
And  the  keeper  of  the  prison  awaking  oat  of  his  sleep,  and  seeingr  the 
prison  doors  open,  he  drew  out  his  sword  and  would  have  killed  him- 
self, supposing  the  prisoners  had  been  tied.  But  Paul  cried  with  a  loud 
voice,  saying.  Do  thyself  no  harm,  for  we  are  all  here.  Then  he  called 
foralij^Jit,  and  sprang"  in,  and  came  trembling  and  fell  down  before 
Paul  and  Silas,  and  brought  them  out,  and  said.  Sirs,  what  must  I  do 
to  be  saved?  And  they  said.  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
thou  shalt  be  saved,  and  thy  house.  And  they  spoke  unto  him  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  and  to  all  that  were  in  the  house.  And  he  took 
them  the  same  hour  of  the  uight,  and  washed  their  stripes,  and  was 
.baptised,  he  and  all  his  straightway.  And  when  he  had  brought  them 
into  his  house,  he  set  meat  before  them,  and  rejoieed,  believing  in  God, 
with  all  his  house*   (Aets  zvi:  26-34). 

"And  it  eame  to  pass  that  while  ApoUos  was  at  Corinth,  Ban!,  having 
passed  through  the  upper  eoasts,  eame  to  Bphesns,  and  finding  eertain 
disoiples,  he  said  unto  them,  Have  ye  reoeived  thb  Holy  Ghost  slnea 
ye  believed t  And  they  said  unto  him,  we  have  not  so  much  as  heard 
whether  there  be  any  Holy  Qhost.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Unto  what 
then  were  ye  baptized f  And  they  said.  Unto  John's  baptism.  Then 
said  Paul,  John  verily  baptized  with  the  baptism  of  repentance,  saying 
unto  the  people,  that  they  should  believe  on  Him  which  should  come 
after  him,  that  is  on  Christ  Jesus.  When  they  heard  this,  they  were  bap- 
tized in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Josiis.  And  when  Paul  had  laid  his  hands 
upon  them,  the  Holy  Gliost  came  on  them,  and  they  spake  with  tongues 
and  prophesied"  (Acts  xix:  1-6). 

**And  one  Ananias,  a  (U'vt)ut  man  according  to  the  law,  liaving  a  good 
report  of  all  the  Jews  which  dwelt  there,  came  unto  me,  and  stood  and 
said  unto  me,  Brother  Saul,  receive  thy  sight.  And  the  same  hour 
I  looked  up  upon  him,  and  he  said,  The  God  of  our  fathers  hath  ohosen 
thee  that  thou  shouldst  know  His  will,  and  see  that  Just  One,  and 
shouldst  hear  the  voiee  of  His  mouth.  For  thou  shalt  be  his  witness 
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onto  all  men,  of  what  thou  hast  seen  and  heard.  And  now,  why  tar- 
riest  thouT  Arise  and  be  baptized,  and  wash  away  thy  sinSi  oalUai; 
on  the  name  of  the  Lord"  (Acts  xxii:  12-lG). 

**For  when  for  tho  time  ye  ouu'ht  to  be  torubtns,  ye  have  nt  t-d  that 
one  teacl)  you  apain  wliii  h  be  tlie  first  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God, 
and  are  become  such  as  have  need  of  milk  and  not  of  stnjiitr  meat.  For 
every  one  that  useth  milk  is  unskillful  m  the  word  of  riu'liteousucss, 
for  he  is  a  babe.  But  strong  meat  belongeth  to  them  that  are  of  full 
ag^e,  eyen  those  who  by  reason  of  use,  have  their  senses  exercised  to 
diMem  both  good  and  evU*'  (Heb«  t:  12-14). 

**Tliereforo,  iMTuig  the  prinoiples  of  the  dontrine  of  Chriat,  let  us  go 
on  onto  perfeetion;  not  laying  again  the  fonndatimi  of  repentanea 
tnm  dead  worka,  and  of  faith  towaid  Qod,  and  of  the  doetrine  of  bap- 
tiama,  and  of  lajmg  on  of  hands,  of  resnneetion  of  the  dead,  and  of 
etenial  jndgment.  And  this  will  we  do^  if  Ood  pennit  For  it  is  im- 
poaaible  for  those  who  were  onee  enlightened,  and  have  tasted  of  the 
heavenly  gift,  and  were  made  partaken  of  the  Holy  Ohost,  and  have 
taated  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  eome,  if 
they  shall  fall  away,  to  renew  them  a^ain  unto  repentance,  seeing  they 
erueify  to  themselves  the  Son  of  God  afresh,  and  pot  Him  to  an  open 
shame"  (Heb.  vi:  1-6). 

These  quotations  are  so  plain,  in  proving"  the  doctrine  of  repentance 
and  baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enlart^e 
this  letter  with  comments  upon  them;  but  I  shall  continue  the  subject 
in  my  next. 

In  the  bonds  of  the  new  and  everlasting'  covenant, 

JObEl'U  iSMITU,  JUN. 

a. 

TO  TBI  BLDIB8  OW  TBI  OHUBOH  OF  THS  IiATTin-DAT  BAIMTB.* 

At  the  close  of  my  letter  in  the  September  num)>er  of  the  Mt  sscnger 
and  Adini-nl,  1  pr(»rnised  to  continue  thesubje<'t  tiicir  coimueiiced.  I  do 
so  with  uhope  that  it  may  be  a  benefit  and  a  means  of  assistance  in  the 
labors  of  tlie  Elders,  while  they  are  combating'  the  prejudices  of  a 
crooked  and  perverse  generation,  by  having  in  their  possession  the 
faeta  of  my  religious  principles,  which  are  misrepresented  by  almost 
all  those  whose  erafts  are  in  danger  by  the  same;  and  also,  to  aid  those 
who  are  anxionsly  in<|niring,  and  have  been  ezeited  to  do  so  from  rumor, 

*  It  htm  been  decided  to  let  the  several  divisions  of  this  communleation  to  the 
■Man  of  Ihe  Choreb  appear  together  In  this  one  ohopter.  There  wore  three  sepa- 
xsto  ooaMMMleatfoao  o(  tbo  Profibot,     they  appoor  In  the  JfM«««g«r  und  AivotaU 

for  SepteinbiT,  N')%-emUer  »nd  DecfmlxT.  IS.'ir),  n  speotivoly;  Imt  as  th<  y  cinistitute 
one  continuous  adilress,  it  ia  believed  that  it  will  in  every  way  be  better  to  bave 
them  appear  together  in  one  chapter. 
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to  aioeftain  ooneetiy  what  my  priiieiplefl  an.  I  have  been  dfmmi  mte 
thia  eonne  of  inooeeding  by  peneeutkm,  that  !■  brought  upon  na 
from  falae  nunon  and  miarepreeentations  eoneeminir  my  aeoti- 
ments. 

Bat  to  proceed.  In  the  letter  alluded  tOf  the  principles  of  repent- 
aiMe  and  baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins  were  not  only  set  forth,  bat 
many  passages  of  scripture  were  quoted,  clearly  elucidatinpr  the  sub- 
ject; let  me  add,  I  do  positively  rely  upon  the  truth  of  those  principles 
inculcated  in  the  New  Testametit,  and  then  pass  on  from  the  above- 
named  items,  to  the  item  or  subject  of  the  gathering,  and  show  my 
views  upon  this  point.  It  is  a  principle  I  esteem  to  be  of  the  j;rrratt,.>t 
importance  to  those  who  are  looking  for  salvation  in  this  generation, 
or  in  these,  that  may  be  called,  "the  latter  times."  All  that  the  proph- 
ets that  have  written,  from  the  days  of  righteous  Abel,  down  to  the 
last  man  that  has  left  any  testimony  on  reoord  for  our  eonaiteatum, 
in  speaking  of  the  salTation  of  Israel  in  the  last  days,  goea  direetly 
to  show  that  it  oonaists  in  the  work  of  the  gathering. 

Fhrat,  I  shall  begin  by  quoting  from  the  propheoy  of  Bnooh,  apenk- 
ing  of  the  last  days:  '^Bigfateonsness  will  I  send  down  ont  of  heaTen,  and 
truth  will  I  send  forth  ont  of  the  earth,  to  bear  testimony  of  mine 
Only  Begotten,  His  resorreotion  from  the  dead  (this  reanrrootion  I  nn- 
deratand  to  be  the  eorporeal  body) ;  yea,  and  alao  the  reenrroetion  of 
all  men ;  righteousness  and  truth  will  I  cause  to  sweep  tiie  earth  as 
with  a  flood,  to  gather  out  mitio  owneleetfrom  the  four  quarten  of  the 
earthf  unto  a  place  which  I  shall  prepare,  a  holy  city,  that  my  people 
may  gird  up  their  loins,  and  be  looking  forth  for  the  time  of  my 
coming,  for  there  sliall  Ix?  my  tabernacle,  and  it  shall  be  called  Zion,  n 
new  Jerusalem"    (Pearl  of  Great  Price,  ch.  vii:  (!'2,  1!)0J  edition). 

Now  I  understand  by  this  quotation,  that  God  clearly  manifested  to 
Enoch  the  redemption  wiiich  He  prepared,  by  offering  the  Messiah  as  a 
Lamb  slain  from  before  the  foundation  of  the  world;  and  by  virtue  of 
the  same,  the  glorious  resurrection  of  the  Savior,  and  the  resurrection  of 
all  the  human  family,  even  a  resurrection  of  theix  corporeal  bodies,  is 
brought  to  pass;  and  also  righteonsneas  and  troth  an  toaweep  the  earth 
aa  with  a  flood.  And  now,  I  ask,  how  righteonaiieBa  and  truth  aro 
going  to  sweep  the  earth  aa  with  a  floodf  I  will  answer.  Men  and 
angels  aro  to  be  oo-workers  in  bringing  to  pass  this  great  woik^  and 
Zion  is  to  be  propared,  even  a  new  Jerusalem,  for  the  eleet  that 
aro  to  be  gathered  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth,  and  to  be 
established  an  holy  eity,  for  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord  shall  bo  with 
them. 

Now  Enoch  was  in  good  company  in  his  views  upon  this  subject: 
*'And  I  heard  a  great  Toioe  ont  of  heaven,  saying,  Behold,  the  tab- 
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mmuikt  of  Qod  ia  with  men,  abd  He  will  dwell  with  them,  and  they 
■hall  be  His  people  and  God  Himielf  ihall  be  with  them,  and  be  their 
Qod^'  (Bevehition  nd:  3). 

I  diMover  by  this  quotation,  that  John  vpon  the  isle  of  Patmos, 
saw  the  same  things  eoaeerning  the  last  days,  whieh  Bnoeh  saw.  Bat 
befoie  the  tabemaele  can  be  with  men,  the  elect  most  be  gathered 
from  the  four  qoarters  of  the  earth.  And  to  show  farther  upon  this 
•object  of  the  gathering,  Moses,  after  having  pronounced  the  blessing 
and  eomiog  upon  the  obildxenof  Israel,  for  their  obedience  or  diso- 
bedience, says  thus: 

**And  it  shall  oorno  to  pass,  when  all  those  thing's  are  come  upon 
thee,  the  blt'^sing  and  the  curse  whii  h  I  have  set  before  thee,  and  thou 
shalt  call  them  to  raind,  among  all  the  nations  whither  the  Ijord  thy  God 
hath  driven  tliet'.  and  shalt  return  unto  the  Lord  thy  (Jod,  and  shalt 
obey  His  voice,  according  to  all  that  I  command  thee,  this  day,  thou 
and  thy  children,  with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  then  the 
Loril  thy  God  will  turn  thy  captivity,  and  have  compassion  upon  thee, 
and  will  return  and  gather  thee  from  all  the  nations  whither  the  Lord 
thy  Qod  haCh  seatteved  thee.  If  any  of  thine  be  driven  onl  onto 
the  ontmost  parts  of  heaven,  from  thence  will  the  Lord  thy  Ood  gather 
thee,  and  from  thence  will  He  fMeh  thee*'  (Dent.  zzx.  1-4). 

It  has  been  said  by  many  of  the  learned  and  wise  men,  or  historians, 
that  tiie  Indians  or  aborigines  of  this  continent,  are  of  the  scattered 
tribee  of  IsrseL  It  has  been  conjectnred  by  many  others,  that  the 
aborigines  of  this  continent  are  not  of  the  tribes  of  Israel,  bat  the  ten 
tribes  have  been  led  away  into  some  nnknown  regions  of  the  north. 
Lst  this  be  as  it  may,  the  prophecy  I  have  just  quoted  "will  fetch 
themt'*  in  the  last  days,  and  place  them  in  the  land  whieh  their  fathers 
possessed.  And  yon  will  find  in  the  7th  verse  of  the  30th  chapter, 
qnoted,  **And  the  Lord  thy  God  will  put  all  these  curses  upon  thittC 
enemies,  and  on  them  that  hate  thee,  whieh  persecuted  thee." 

Many  may  say  that  this  scripture  is  fuUilled,  but  let  them  mark  care- 
fully what  the  prophet  says:  "If  any  are  driven  out  unto  the  utmost 
parts  of  heaven,"  (which  must  mean  the  breadth  of  the  earth).  Now 
this  promise  is  good  to  any,  if  there  should  be  such,  that  are  driven 
out,  even  in  the  last  days,  therefore,  the  children  of  the  fathers  have 
claim  nnto  this  day.  And  if  these  enrses  are  to  be  laid  over  on  the 
beads  of  their  enemies«  wo  be  nnto  the  Oentiles.  (See  Book  oC  Mor* 
■um.  III  Nephi,  eh.  xvi,  current  edition.)  "Wo  nnto  the  nnbelieving 
of  the  Gentilee,  saith  the  Father."  And  again  (see  Book  of  Mormon, 
ni  Nephi  3CZ!  22,  cnirent  edition,  which  says),  "Behold  this  people  will 
I  astabliih  in  this  land,  nnto  the  folflUing  of  the  covenant  whieh  I 
made  with  your  tstiier  Jacob,  and  it  shall  be  a  New  Jerosalem."  Now 
we  leim  from  the  Book  of  Mormon  the  very  identical  continent  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


2u2  mflTOBT  OF  THB  GHOBGH.  (A.  D.  IW 

I 
I 

•pot  of  Uuid  upon  whieh  the  New  Jerusalem  is  to  stand,  and  it  moat  ht 

oauffht  ap  aeoording:  to  the  vision  of  John  upon  the  isle  of  Patmos.  | 

Now  man)'  will  feel  disposed  to  say,  that  this  New  Jerosaleni  spoken 
of,  is  the  Jerusalem  that  was  built  by  the  Jews  on  the  eastern  continest. 
But  yon  will  see,  from  Revelation  xxi:  2,  there  was  a  New  Jerusalem 
comin{r  t^own  from  Ood  out  of  heaven,  adorned  as  a  bride  for  her  hus- 
band; that  after  this,  the  lievelator  was  cauphl  away  in  the  Spirit,  to 
a  grreat  and  high  mountain,  and  saw  the  great  and  holy  city  desceuiiini: 
out  of  heaven  from  Ood.  Now  there  are  two  eities  spoken  of  ht  rt-. 
As  everything;  oannot  bt-  liad  in  so  narrow  a  compa^is  as  a  letter,  I  shall 
say  with  brevity,  that  there  is  a  New  Jerusalem  to  be  established  on 
this  continent,  and  also  Jerusalem  shall  be  rebuilt  on  the  eastern  con-  ' 
tinent  (See  Book  of  Mormon,  Ether  xiii:  1-12).  '^Behold,  Ether  saw  the  ■ 
days  of  Christ,  and  he  spake  also  eonoendnff  the  iMmae  of  ImsI,  and 
the  Jemsalam  from  whence  Lehi  should  some;  after  it  should  be  de- 
stroyed, it  should  be  bnilt  np  again,  •  holy  eitj  unto  the  Lord,  iHiere- 
fore  it  eonld  not  be  a  New  Jerusalem,  for  it  had  been  in  a  tine  of  old.** 
This  may  suAee,  upon  the  snl^jeet  of  gathering,  until  my  next. 

I  now  proeeed,  at  the  dose  of  my  letter,  to  make  a  few  lemaiks  oa 
the  duty  of  Elders  with  regard  to  their  teaehiug  peients  and  ehildrea, 
husbands  and  wives,  masters  and  slaves,  or  serrants,  as  I  said  I  wo«ld  i 
in  my  former  letter* 

And  first,  it  becomes  an  Elder  when  he  is  traveling:  throug-h  the 
world,  waminjr  the  inhabitants  of  tne  earth  to  grather  tof^ther,  that 
they  may  be  bnilt  up  an  holy  city  unto  the  Lord,  instead  of  commencing  , 
witli  children,  or  those  who  look  up  to  parents  or  guardians  to  influfiue 
their  minds,  thereby  drawing  them  from  their  duties,  which  they  right- 
fully owe  these  legal  guardians,  they  should  commence  their  labors 
with  parents,  or  guardians;  and  their  teuchintrs  should  be  siich  as  are 
calculated  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the  children,  and  the  ' 
hearts  of  children  to  the  fathers;  and  no  influence  should  bo  used  with 
children,  contrary  to  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians;  but 
all  such  as  can  be  persuaded  in  a  lawful  and  righteoua  nuuiner,  and 
with  oommon  eonsent,  we  should  feel  it  our  duty  to  iailuenee  them  to 
gather  with  the  people  of  Ood.  But  otherwise  let  the  responsibility 
rest  upon  the  heads  of  parents  or  guardians,  and  all  ooademnatioii  or 
ooneeqnences  be  upon  their  heads,  aoeording  to  the  dispensation  whieh 
he  hath  oommitted  unto  us;  for  God  hath  so  ordained,  that  His  work 
shall  be  out  short  in  righteousness,  in  the  last  days;  therefore,  first 
teaohthe  parents,  and  then,  with  their  consent,  persnade  the  children 
to  embrace  the  Qospel  also.  And  if  children  embrace  the  Oospel,  and 
their  parents  or  guardians  are  unbelievers,  teach  them  to  stay  at  home 
and  be  obedient  to  their  parents  or  guardians,  if  they  require  it;  but 
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If  their  maent  to  l«t  tham  gather  witii  the  peoiile  ot  God,  let  them  do 
so,  and  there  ahall  be  no  wrong',  and  let  all  things  be  done  eare- 
folly  and  righteoiisly  and  God  will  extend  to  all  sneh  His  icoaidian 

eare. 

And  secondly,  it  is  the  duty  of  Elders,  when  they  enter  into  any 
house,  to  let  their  labors  and  warning^  voice  be  unto  the  master  of  that 
house;  and  if  he  receive  the  Gospel,  then  he  may  extend  his  influence 
to  his  wife  also,  with  consent,  that  peradventure  she  may  receive  the 
Gospel:  but  if  a  man  receive  not  the  Gospel,  but  gives  his  consent 
that  his  wife  may  receivf  it,  and  she  believes,  then  let  her  receive 
it.  But  if  a  man  forbid  liis  wife,  or  his  children,  l)cfore  they  are  of 
age,  to  receive  the  Gospel,  then  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Elder  to  go 
his  way,  and  use  no  influence  against  him,  and  let  the  responsibility  be 
upon  his  head;  shake  off  the  dust  of  thy  feet  as  a  testimony  against 
him,  and  thy  skirts  shall  then  be  dear  of  their  souls.  Their  sins  are 
not  to  be  anawerad  upon  aneh  as  God  hath  aent  to  warn  them  to  flee  the 
wrath  to  eome,  and  aaye  themselves  from  this  untoward  generation. 
The  servants  of  God  will  not  have  gone  over  the  nations  of  the  Gentiles, 
with  n  waning  voiee,  nntil  the  destroying  angel  will  eommenee  to 
waste  the  inhalntants  of  the  earth,  and  as  the  prophet  hath  said,  "It  ahall 
be  A  vexation  to  hear  the  report."  I  speak  tiraa  beeaaae  I  feel  for  my 
fellow  men;  I  do  it  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  being  moved  upon  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Oh,  that  I  could  snatch  them  from  the  vortex  of  misery', 
into  which  I  behold  them  plonging  themselves,  by  their  sins;  that  I 
might  be  enabled  by  the  warning  voice,  to  be  an  instrument  of  bringing 
them  to  unfeigned  repentance,  that  they  might  have  faith  to  stand  in 
the  evil  day ! 

Thirdly,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  an  Elder,  when  he  enters  into  a 
house,  to  salutu  the  master  of  that  house,  and  if  he  gain  his  consent, 
then  he  may  preach  to  all  that  are  in  that  house;  but  if  he  gain  not 
his  consent,  let  him  not  go  unto  his  slaves,  or  servants,  but  let  the 
responsibility  be  upon  the  head  of  the  master  of  that  house,  and  the 
consequences  thereof,  and  the  guilt  of  that  house  is  no  longer  upon  his 
skirts,  he  is  fre«);  therefore,  let  him  shake  off  the  dust  of  his  feet,  and 
go  his  way.  Bnt  if  the  master  of  that  honse  give  consent,  the  Elder 
may  preach  to  hia  family,  his  wife,  his  children  and  his  servants,  his 
man-servants,  or  hia  maid-servants,  or  his  slavea;  then  it  shonld  be  the 
doty  of  the  Blder  to  stand  np  boldly  for  the  eanse  of  Christ,  and  warn 
that  people  with  one  accord  to  repent  and  be  baptized  for  the  remission 
of  sins,  and  for  the  Holy  Ghost,  always  commanding  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  to  be  kindly  affectionate  one 
toward  another,  that  the  fathers  should  be  kind  to  their  children, 
husbands  to  their  wives,  masters  to  their  slaves  or  servants,  children 
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obedient  to  their  parents,  wives  to  their  husbands,  and  slaves  or  ter- 
vants  to  their  masters. 

Wives  submit  yourselves  unto  your  own  husbaade,  asmitothe 
Lord,  foi  the  hiisb«id  is  the  head  of  the  wife,  even  as  Christ  is  tbm 
head  at  the  Chnreb;  and  He  is  the  SsTior  of  the  body.  TbevsioTO,  as 
the  Chnieh  is  sobjeet  unto  Christ,  so  let  the  wives  be  to  their  ova 
husbands,  in  eveiTthing.  Husbands,  love  your  wives*  even  as  Ghrist 
also  loved  the  Chueh  and  gave  Himself  for  it,  tiiat  He  might  saaetify 
and  eleanse  it  with  the  washing  of  water  by  the  Word,  that  He  might 
inesent  it  to  Himself  a  glorions  Chnreh,  not  hsving  spot  or  wiinUe,  or 
any  sneh  thing,  bnt  that  it  should  be  holy  and  without  blemish,  so 
ought  men  to  love  their  own  wives  as  their  own  bodies.  He  that  loveth 
his  wife,  loveth  himself,  for  no  man  ever  yet  hated  his  own  flesh,  but 
nonrisheth  and  eherisheth  it,  even  as  the  Lord  the  Church,  for  we  are 
members  of  His  body,  of  His  flesh,  and  of  His  bones.  For  this  cause 
shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  mother,  and  shall  be  joined  unto  his 
wife,  and  they  two  shall  he  one  flesh"  (Ephesians  v:  22-31). 

Wives,  submit  yourselves  unto  your  own  husbands,  as  it  is  fit  in  the 
Ivord.  Husbands,  love  your  wives,  and  be  not  bitter  aprainf^t  them. 
Children,  obey  your  parents  in  all  things,  for  this  is  well  pleasing  unto 
the  Lord.  Fathers,  provoke  not  your  cljildren  to  anger,  lest  they  be 
ditscouraged.  Senauts,  obey  in  all  things  your  masters,  according  to 
the  flesh,  not  with  eye-service,  as  men-pleasers,  but  in  singleness  of 
heart,  fearing  God  (Colossisns  iil:  18-22>. 

But  I  must  elose  this  letter,  and  resume  the  subjeet  in  aaotiier  num- 
ber. 

In  tiie  bonds  of  the  ICew  and  Everiasting  Covenant, 

Joseph  Smith,  Jum. 

in. 

TO  THK  ELDERS  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  JJiTT£R-DAY  SAINTS. 

I  have  shown  unto  you,  in  my  last,  that  there  are  two  Jemsalema 
spoken  of  m  holy  writ,  in  a  manner  I  think  satisfaetoiy  to  your  minds; 
at  any  rate  I  have  given  my  views  upon  the  subjeet.  I  shall  now  pro- 
eeed  to  make  some  remarks  from  the  sayings  of  the  Savior,  reeoided 
in  the  13th  chapter  of  His  Gospel  aoeording  to  St.  Matthew,  whieh,  in 
my  mind,  afford  us  as  elear  an  nnderstanding  upon  the  important 
subject  of  the  gathering,  as  anything:  recorded  in  the  Bible.  At  the 
time  the  Savior  spoke  these  beautiful  saying  and  parables  contained 
in  the  chapter  above  quoted,  we  find  Him  seated  in  a  ship  on  account 
of  the  multitude  that  pressed  upon  Him  to  hear  His  words;  and  Heoom- 
menoed  teaching  them,  saying: 
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**Behold,  a  sower  went  forth  to  sow,  and  when  he  sowed,  some  seeds 
fell  by  the  way  side,  and  the  fowls  came  and  devoured  them  up:  some 
fell  upon  stony  places,  where  they  had  not  much  e.nrth;  and  forthwith 
they  sprang  up  because  they  had  no  deepness  of  earth:  and  when  the 
sun  was  up  they  were  scorched:  and  because  they  had  no  root  they 
withered  away.  And  some  fell  amonp  thorns;  and  the  thorns  sprung 
up  and  choked  them:  but  other  fell  in  good  ground,  and  brought  forth 
fruit,  some  an  huDdred  fold,  some  sixty  fold,  some  thirty  fold.  Who 
hath  ean  to  hear,  let  him  heair. 

''And  the  diaeiplee  eame  and  flaid  vnto  Him,  Why  speakeat  thoa 
unto  them  in  panbleaf  [I  would  here  remark,  that  the  *them*  made 
vae  of  in  thia  interrogatbn,  ia  a  peraonal  pronoun,  and  leCere  to  the 
mvltitade.]  He  anawered  and  said  unto  them,  [that  is  nnto  the 
diaeiples,]  heoanse  it  is  given  onto  you  to  know  the  mysteries  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven,  but  to  them,  [that  is,  onbelierers,]  it  is  not  given; 
for  whoeoever  hath,  to  him  shall  be  given,  and  he  shall  have  more 
ahondance;  but  whosoever  hath  not,  from  him  shall  be  taken  away 
even  that  he  hath.'* 

We  understand  from  this  saying:,  that  those  who  had  been  previously 
looking  for  a  Messiah  to  come,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the 
Prophet.s,  and  were  then,  at  that  time  looking  for  a  Messiah,  hut  had 
not  sufficient  light,  on  account  of  their  unbelief,  to  discern  Him  to  be 
their  Havior;  and  He  being  the  true  Messiah,  conse(|Ucntlj'  they  must 
be  disappointed,  and  lose  even  all  the  knowledge,  or  have  taken  away 
from  them  all  the  light,  understanding,  and  faith  whieli  they  had  upon 
this  subject;  therefore  he  that  will  not  receive  the  ^^reater  light,  must 
hwe  taken  away  from  him  all  the  light  whieh  he  hath;  and  if  the  light 
whieh  is  In  yon  heeome  darkness,  behold,  how  great  is  that  darkness! 
'Therefore,"  says  the  Savior,  "speak  I  nnto  them  in  parables,  beeaose 
they,  sseing,  see  not,  and  hearing,  they  hear  not,  neither  do  they 
muderstand;  and  in  them  Is  falflUed  the  propheey  of  Bsaias,  whieh 
aatth,  "By  hearing  ye  shall  hear,  and  shall  not  understand;  and  seeing 
ye  shall  see,  and  not  pereeive," 

Now  we  diseover  that  the  verv  reason  assigned  by  this  prophet, 
why  they  would  not  receive  the  Messiah,  was,  becanse  they  did  not  or 
would  not  understand;  and  seeing,  they  did  not  perceive;  '*f or  this 
people's  heart  is  waxed  gross,  and  their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  their 
eyes  have  closed,  lest  at  any  time  they  should  see  with  their  eyes,  and 
hear  with  their  ears,  and  understand  with  their  heart,  and  should  be 
converted,  and  I  should  heal  thf^n."  But  what  saith  He  to  His  disciples? 
"Blessed  are  your  eyes  for  they  see,  and  your  ears  for  they  hear;  for 
verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  many  prophets  and  rifj^hteous  men 
have  desired  to  see  those  things  which  ye  see,  and  have  not  seen 
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them;  and  to  hear  those  thiogs  which  ye  hear,  and  have  not  heard 
them." 

We  again  make  remark  here — for  we  iind  that  the  very  principle 
upon  which  the  disciples  were  aoeoanted  bleaeed,  was  beeaoae  tki|f 
wem  permitted  to  see  with  their  eyes  and  hear  with  their  eaw  that 
the  oondemnation  which  reeted  upon  the  mnltitade  that  reeeiTed  not  Hie 
Mjing,  was  beeaoae  th«y  were  not  willing  to  aee  with  thenr  eyea,  and 
hear  with  their  ears;  not  beoanae  they  eonld  not,  and  were  not  prhr- 
ileged  to  aee  and  hear,  bnt  beeanae  their  heaita  were  foil  of  iniqaity 
and  abominationa;  "as  yonr  tatheia  did,  ao  do  je."  The  imphet, 
foreseeing  that  they  would  thns  harden  their  hearts,  plainly  declared 
it;  and  herein  is  the  oondemnation  of  the  world;  that  light  hath  oonw 
into  the  world,  and  men  choose  darkness  rather  than  light,  becaase 
their  deeds  are  evil.  This  is  so  plainly  taught  by  the  Savior,  that  n 
wayfarinpr  man  need  not  mistake  it. 

And  apain — liear  ye  the  parable  of  the  sowei .  Men  are  in  the  habit, 
when  the  truth  is  exhibited  by  the  servants  of  God,  of  saying:,  All  is 
mystery;  they  have  spoken  in  parables,  and,  therefore,  are  not  to  be 
understood.  It  is  true  they  have  eyes  to  see,  and  see  not,  but  none  are  so 
blind  as  those  who  will  not  see;  and,  although  the  Savior  spoke  this 
to  such  characters,  3'et  unto  His  disciples  he  expounded  it  plainly;  and 
we  have  reason  to  be  truly  humble  before  the  God  of  our  fathers,  that 
He  hath  1^  these  things  on  record  for  ns,  so  plain,  that  nothwith- 
standing  the  exertions  and  oombined  infloenoe  of  the  prieata  of  Baal, 
they  have  not  power  to  Uind  onr  eyes,  and  darken  onr  nnderstandfng, 
it  we  will  bnt  open  onr  eyea,  and  read  with  eandor,  for  a  moment. 

Bntliatentotiieezphuiationof  the  parable  of  the  Sower:  **Whenan7 
one  hearsth  the  word  of  the  Kingdom,  and  nnderstandeth  it  not,  then 
Cometh  the  wicked  one,  and  eateheth  away  that  which  waa  aown  in  hia 
heart."  Now  mark  the  expression — that  which  was  80wn  in  hia  heart.  Thia 
is  he  which  reeei vet h  see(1  by  the  way  side.  Men  who  have  no  principle 
of  righteonsness  in  tbemselvea,  and  whose  hearts  are  full  of  iniquity, 
and  have  no  desire  for  the  principles  of  truth,  do  not  understand  the 
word  of  truth  when  they  hear  it.  The  devil  taketh  away  the  word  of 
truth  out  of  their  hearts,  because  there  is  no  desire  for  righteousness 
in  them.  "But  he  that  receiveth  .seed  in  stony  places,  the  same  is  he 
that  heareth  the  word,  and  anon,  with  joy  receiveth  it;  yet  hath  he 
not  root  in  himself,  but  dureth  for  a  while:  f(»r  when  tribulation  or 
persecution  ariseth  becau.se  of  the  word,  by  and  by,  he  is  offended. 
He  also  that  receiveth  seed  among  the  thorns,  is  he  that  heareth  the 
word;  and  the  care  of  this  world,  and  the  deceitfulness  of  riches 
ehoke  the  word,  and  he  beeometh  nnfmitfdL  Bnt  he  that  received 
^aed  into  the  good  ground,  is  he  that  heareth  the  word,  and  nnder- 
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•tendelh  it,  whieh  alio  beareth  fruit,  and  biiDg«th  forth,  loiBe  am 
bundled  fold,  some  aizty,  aome  thirty.'*  Thus  the  Sanor  Himielt 
etplaing  onto  Hia  diaeiplea  the  parable  whieh  He  pnt  forth,  and  left  no 
mystery  or  darknen  upon  the  minda  of  thooe  who  firmly  beUve  on 

His  words. 

We  draw  the  coneloiion,  then,  that  the  very  reason  why  the  multitiide^or 
the  world,  as  they  were  desigTiated  by  the  Savior,  did  not  receive  an 
explanation  upon  His  parables,  was  because  of  unbliof.  To  yon.  He 
»»y8»  (speaking  to  His  disciples,)  it  is  ^iven  to  know  the  niy.steries  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  And  why?  Because  of  the  faith  and  confidence  they 
had  in  Him.  This  parable  was  spoken  to  demonstrate  the  effects  that  are 
produced  by  the  preaching  of  tho  word;  and  we  believe  that  it  has  an 
allusion  directly,  to  the  commencement,  or  the  setting  up  of  the  King- 
dom in  that  age ;  therefore  we  shall  continue  to  trace  His  sayings  concern- 
ing this  Kingdom  from  that  time  fotth,  even  nnto  the  end  of  the  world. 

'^Another  parable  pat  He  forth  nnto  them,  saying,  [which  parable 
baa  an  allnaion  to  the  tatting  up  of  the  Kingdom,  in  that  age  of  the 
world  alao.]  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  ia  likened  nnto  a  man  whieh 
aowed  good  leed  in  hia  field,  hot  while  men  slept,  his  enemy  eame  and 
aowed  taiea  among  the  wheat,  and  went  his  way.  Bat  when  the  blade 
waa  Signing  vp,  and  brought  forth  fruit,  then  appeared  the  taiea  also; 
so  the  serraBts  of  the  hoaseholder  came  and  said  onto  him,  Sir,  didst 
not  thou  sow  good  seed  in  thy  field  T  From  whenee,  then,  hath  it  tarest 
He  said  unto  them ,  An  enemy  hath  done  this.  The  servants  said  unto  him , 
Wilt  thou  then  that  we  go  and  gather  them  upT  But  he  said,  Nay;  lest 
while  ye  gather  up  the  tares,  ye  root  up  also  the  wheat  with  them.  Let 
both  grow  together  until  the  harvest:  and  in  the  time  of  harvest  I  will 
say  to  the  reapers,  Gather  ye  together  first  the  tares,  and  bind  them 
in  bundles  to  burn  them,  but  gather  the  wheat  into  my  barn." 

Now  we  learn  by  this  parable,  not  only  the  setting  up  of  the  King- 
dom in  the  days  of  the  Savior,  which  is  represented  by  the  good  seed, 
which  produced  fruit,  but  also  the  corruptions  of  the  Church,  which 
are  represented  by  the  tares,  which  were  sown  by  the  enemy,  which 
Hia  diseiplea  would  tt&a  have  plneked  up,  or  cleansed  the  Church  of,  if 
their  views  had  been  favwed  by  the  Savior.  Bat  He,  knewing  all 
things,  says,  Not  so.  As  mneh  aa  to  say,  yonr  viewa  are  not  correct, 
the  Chnreh  ia  in  its  inttoney,  and  if  yon  take  this  raah  step,  yon  will 
destroy  the  wheat,  or  the  Chnreh,  with  the  tares;  therefore  it  is  better  to 
let  them  grow  together  until  the  harvest,  or  the  end  of  the  world, 
which  means  the  destruction  of  the  wicked,  which  is  not  yet  folfilled, 
as  we  shall  show  hereafter,  in  the  Savior's  explanation  of  the  parable, 
which  is  so  plain  that  there  is  no  room  left  for  dubiety  upon  the  mind, 
notwithstanding  the  ory  of  the  priests — **parables,  parables!  figures. 
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figures!  mysteiyt  myitery!  all  is  mystery!  But  we  iliid  no  TO€m  tot 
doubt  here,  as  the  parables  were  all  plainly  elucidated. 

And  acrain,  another  parable  put  He  forth  unto  them,  haviair  an 
allusion  to  the  Kingdom  that  should  be  set  up,  just  previous  to  or  at  tlie 

time  of  the  harvest,  which  reads  ns  follows — **The  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
is  like  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  which  a  man  took  and  sowed  in  his 
field:  which  indeed  is  the  least  of  all  seeds:  but,  when  it  is  grown,  it  is 
the  greatest  among  herbs,  and  beconieth  a  tree,  so  that  the  birds  of  the 
air  come  and  lodge  in  the  branches  thereof,"  Now  we  can  discover 
plainly  that  this  figure  is  given  to  represent  the  Church  as  it  shall  come 
forth  in  the  last  days.  Behold,  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  likened 
unto  it.    Now,  what  is  like  unto  itf 

Let  us  take  the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  a  man  took  and  hid  in  his 
field,  seeming  it  by  his  faith,  to  spring  up  in  tiie  last  days,  or  in  due 
time;  let  ns  behold  it  ooming  forth  out  of  the  gnmnd,  wlueh  is  indeed 
aeeonnted  tlie  least  of  all  seeds,  but  behold  it  branehiug  forth,  yea, 
eren  towering,  with  lofty  branehes,  and  God-like  majestr*  nntil  it«  like 
the  mustard  seed,  beeomes  the  greatest  of  all  heibs.  And  it  is  troth, 
and  it  has  sprouted  and  some  forth  out  of  the  earth,  and  righteonsnesa 
begins  to  look  down  from  heaven,  and  God  is  sending  down  His  powen^ 
gifts  and  angels,  to  lodge  in  the  branches  thereof. 

The  Kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  mustard  seed.  Behold,  then  is 
not  this  the  Kingdom  of  heaven  that  is  raising  its  head  in  the  last  days 
in  the  majesty  of  its  God,  even  the  Church  of  the  Latter-day  Sainta, 
like  an  impt^netrable,  ininiovable  rock  in  the  midst  of  the  mighty  deep, 
exposed  to  the  storms  and  tempests  of  Satan,  but  has,  thus  far,  remained 
steadfast,  and  is  still  braving  tlic  mountain  waves  of  opposition,  which 
an*  driven  by  the  tempestuous  winds  of  sinking  crnfts,  which  have 
[dashed]  and  are  still  dashing  with  tremendous  foam  across  its  trium- 
phant brow;  urged  onward  with  redoubled  fury  by  the  enemy  of  righteous- 
ness, with  his  pitchfork  of  lies,  as  you  will  see  fairly  represented  in  a 
out  contained  in  Mr.  Howe's  MormonUm  UnveiUdf  And  we  hope  that 
this  adversary  of  truth  will  eontinue  to  stir  up  the  sink  of  iniquity,  that 
the  people  may  the  more  readily  diseem  between  the  nghteons  and 
the  wieked. 

We  also  would  notiee  one  of  the  modem  sons  of  Seem,  who  would 
tmn  haye  made  people  belioTe  that  he  eould  east  out  derihi,  by  a  oer- 
tain  pamphlet,  the  MilUnnial  SatUnger,  that  went  the  rounds  throngli 

our  country;  who  felt  so  fully  authorised  to  brand  "Jo"  Smith  with  the 
appellation  of  Elymas  the  sorcercer,  and  to  say  with  Paul,  ''O  full  of  all 
subtlety,  and  all  mischief,  thou  ohild  of  the  devil,  thou  eneaqr  of  all 
righteousness,  wilt  thou  not  cease  to  pervert  the  right  ways  of  the 
Lordf'   We  would  reply  to  this  gentleman,  Paul  we  know,  and  Christ 
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W9  know,  but  who  an  yef  And  with  the  best  of  feeling  woald  mj  to 
him,  in  the  laognage  of  FiNil  to  thoee  who  said  they  ware  John's  die- 
eiplm,  but  hnd  not  lo  mnoh  as  heard  then  wes  a  Holy  OhoefrMo  vapont 
and  bo  baptiaed  for  the  remiision  of  eina,  by  thoee  who  have  legal  an* 
thority,  and  nnder  their  hands  yon  ahall  reoeive  the  Hdy  Qhost. 
according:  to  the  Scriptures:* 

''Then  laid  they  their  hands  upon  them,  and  they  received  the  Holy 
Ghost"  (Acts  viii:  17.)  "And  when  Paul  had  laid  his  bands  upon  them 
the  Holy  Ghost  came  on  them  and  they  spake  with  tongues  and  prophe- 
cied"  (Acts  xix:  6).  *'0f  the  doctrine  of  baptism,  and  of  laying  on  of 
hands,  and  of  resurrection  of  the  dead  and  of  eternal  judgment"  (Heb- 
rews vi:  2).  "How,  then,  shall  thev  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not 
believed?  And  how  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not 
heard?  And  how  shall  thoy  hear  without  a  preacher?  And  how  shall 
they  preach,  except  they  be  sent?  As  it  is  written.  How  beautiful  are- 
the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the  Gospel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings 
of  good  things"  (Romans  x:  14, 15).  But  if  this  man  will  not  take  oar 
admonition,  bat  will  persist  in  his  wieked  oomaet  we  hope  that  he  will 
eontinne  tiyinir  to  east  ont  derils,  that  we  may  have  the  clearer  proof 
that  the  kintdom  of  Satan  is  divided  acainst  itself,  and  eonseqnently 
eannotstand;  for  a  kingdom  divided  acainst  itself,  speedily  hath  an  end. 

If  we  were  disposed  to  take  this  gentleman  npon  his  own  gronnd,  and 
justly  heap  npon  him  that  whieh  he  so  readily  and  nnjnstly  heaps  npon 
others,  we  might  go  farther — we  might  say  that  he  has  wiokedly  and 
malioioasly  lied  about,  villifled  and  tradnoed  the  characters  of  innocent 
men*  We  might  invite  the  ^^entlemnn  to  a  public  investigation  of  these 
matters,  yea,  and  we  do  challenge  liim  to  an  inirestigation  npon  any  or 
all  principles  wherein  he  feels  opposed  to  us,  in  public  or  in  private. 
We  raijrht  farther  say  that  we  could  introduce  him  to  Mormonism  Fn- 
v€ilcd,  also  to  the  right  honorable  Dr.  Philastus  Hurlbut,  who  m  the 

•In  this  and  seversl of  the  following  paragraphs  the  Prophet  alhjdes  to  Ali  x- 
nndf-r  ^^'ainpboll,  founderof  t)u-  icot  of  the  "Disciples;"  ami  also  to  an  article  which 
ap|H:ared  iu  the  Millennial  Hurbtnger,  Vol.  2  (1831),  pagei  t>t>-%.  The  reference 
to  BlymM,  to  whieh  the  Prophet  so  ttronfly  repllM,  ■tandt  ttras  In  Campbell** 
article— which  was  aftorWMds  circulated  as  a  pamphlet:  "I  have  never  felt  so 
fully  authorized  to  address  mortal  man  in  the  style  in  which  Paul  ruMrt  ssed  Kly- 
UUM  the  sorcerer  as  1  feel  towards  this  atheist  Smith."  (JiiUtHnial  Ilarbing0r, 
Vol.  2,  p.  96).  That  io,  "O  fall  of  aU  aubiloty  and  all  mlaehtof,  Ihoa  ohfld  of  tho 
dorll,  thou  «Mai7  of  all  rlfhteonaneoi,  wUt  fhoa  not  ooaao  to  porrort  tho  rii^t 
ways  of  the  Lord"    I \rt^  xiii:  lOK 

The  paragraph  dealing  with  the  laying  on  of  bands,  and  the  passages  of  scrip- 
ture quoted  in  support  of  that  doctrine,  will  also  be  the  better  understood  when 
U  te  known  that  whilo  Mr.  Gampboll  ond  hto  atioeteteo  tangfat  folth  in  God,  repont- 
ance  and  baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins,  they  rejected  wholly  the  doctrine  of 
the  laying^  on  of  han<N  fur  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  enjoymoat  of  tbo 
spiritual  bleasings  which  accompany  the  possession  of  that  Spirit. 
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legitimate  author  of  the  same,  who  is  not  lo  mneh  a  doctor  of  phjties 

as  of  falsehood,  or  doctor  by  oarae. 

We  could  also  give  him  an  introduction  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bowe, 
the  illccritimate  author  of  Mortnonisni  TInf>eiled,  in  order  to  jriv©  currency 
to  the  publication,  as  Mr.  Hnrlhut,  about  this  time,  was  bound  over  to 
court  for  threatening  life.  Ho  is  also  an  associate  of  the  celebrateii 
Mr.  Clapp,  who  has  of  late  immortalized  liis  name,  hy  swearinsr  that  he 
would  not  believe  a  Mormon  under  oath;  and  by  his  polite  attention  lo 
HurU)ut's  wife,  which  cost  him  (as  we  are  informed)  a  round  sum.  Al- 
so his  son  Matthew  testified,  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  had  been  proved 
false  an  hundred  times,  by  Howe^s  book;  and  also  that  be  would  not 
belieTe  a  Mormon  under  oath.  And  also  we  eonld  mention  the  Ber. 
Mr.  Bentleyt  who,  we  believe,  has  been  actively  engaged  in  injuring 
the  character  of  his  brother-in-law,  viz..  Elder  Sidney  Bigdon. 

Now  the  above  statements  are  according  to  our  best  inftnmatioa,  and 
we  believe  them  to  be  true,  and  thu  u  as  fbir  a  samite  of  the  doetriae 
of  Campbellism  as  we  ask,  taking  the  statements  of  these  gentlemen, 
and  judging  them  by  their  fmits;  and  we  might  add  many  move  to  the 
black  catalogue;  even  the  lingleaders,  not  of  the  Nazarenes,  (for  how 
can  any  good  thing  come  out  of  Nazareth)  but  of  the  far-famed  Men- 
tor mob,  all  sons  and  legitimate  heirs  of  the  same  spirit  of  Alexander 
Campbell,  and  Mormonitm  Unveiled^  according  to  the  reprasmtation  of 
the  cut  spoken  of  above. 

The  above  clouds  of  darkness  have  long  been  beating  like  mountain 
waves  upon  the  immovable  rock  of  the  Church  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints;  and  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  mustard  seed  is  still  tower- 
ing its  lofty  branches,  hirrher  and  higher,  and  extending  itself  wider 
and  wider;  and  the  chariot  wheels  of  the  Kingdom  are  still  rolling  on,  • 
impelled  by  the  mi^htv  arm  of  Jehovah;  and  in  spite  of  all  opposition, 
will  still  roll  on,  until  His  words  are  all  fulfilled. 

Our  readers  will  excuse  us  for  deviating  from  the  subject,  when  they 
take  into  consideration  the  abuses  that  have  been  heaped  upon  us  here- 
tofore, which  we  have  tamely  submitted  to,  until  fofbeannee  is  no  lon- 
ger required  at  our  hsnds.  Having  frequently  turned  both  the  rightand 
left  cheek,  we  believe  it  our  duty  now  to  stand  up  in  our  own  defense. 
With  these  remaiks  we  shall  proceed  with  the  subject  of  the  gatiMoring. 

"And  another  parable  spdte  He  unto  them.  The  Kingdom  of  heaven 
is  like  unto  leaven  which  a  women  took  and  hid  in  three  measmres  of 
meal  till  the  whole  was  leavened.*'  It  may  be  understood  that  the 
Church  of  the  Latterly  Saints  has  taken  its  rise  from  a  little  leaven 
that  was  put  into  three  witnesses.  Behold,  how  much  this  is  like  the 
parable!  It  is  fast  leavening  the  lump,  and  will  soon  leaven  the  whole. 
But  let  us  pass  on. 
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'^AH  tlMM  tilings  spake  Jecns  unto  tiie  moltitiide  In  iMffablM}  Mid 
witboBt  a  pmble  ipake  He  not  unto  them:  that  itmigfat  be  fulfilled 
vhioh  was  epohen  by  tbe  prophet,  nyhiff,  I  will  open  my  month  in 
pMmblee;  I  will  nttor  things  whieh  hare  been  kept  eeeiet  lh>m  the 
ftmndation  of  the  worid.  Then  Jesu  aent  the  mnltitnde  away,  and 
went  into  the  booM:  and  Hit  diariplee  eame  nnto  Him,  laying,  Deolate 
onto  no  the  parable  of  the  tares  of  the  field.  He  answered  and  said 
nnto  them,  He  that  soweth  the  good  seed  is  the  Son  uf  Man;  the  field 
is  the  world;  the  good  seed  are  the  children  of  the  Kingdom;  bat  the 
tares  are  the  children  of  the  wicked  one.'^  Now  let  oar  readers  mark 
the  PxprnsMion — "the  fioM  is  the  world,  the  tares  are  the  children  of 
the  wicked  one.  the  enemy  that  sowed  them  is  the  devil,  the  harvest  is 
the  end  of  the  world,  [let  them  carefully  mark  this  expreBsion"tA«  end 
of  the  world,]  and  the  reapers  are  tlie  anurels." 

Now  men  cannot  have  any  possible  grounds  to  say  that  this  is  fitjura- 
tive,  or  that  it  does  not  mean  what  it  says;  for  he  is  now  explaininjf 
what  Ue  had  previously  spoken  in  parables;  and  according  to  this  lan- 
guage, the  end  of  the  world  is  the  destruction  of  the  wicked,  the  har- 
vest and  the  end  of  the  world  hvva  an  aUnsion  direotly  to  the  hnman 
family  in  the  last  days,  instead  of  the  earth,  as  many  ha^  imagined; 
and  that  whieh  shall  preeede  the  eommg  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  the 
rastitntion  of  all  things  spoken  of  by  the  month  of  all  the  holy  proph- 
ets ainee  the  world  began;  and  the  angals  are  to  haTO  som^ing  to 
do  in  this  great  work,  fbr  th^  are  the  reapers.  As,  therefore,  the 
tares  are  gathersd  and  bnmed  in  the  fire,  so  shall  it  be  in  the  end  of 
the  world;  that  is,  as  the  servants  of  God  go  forth  warning  the  na- 
tions, both  priests  and  people,  and  as  they  harden  their  hearts  and 
n^ct  the  light  of  truth,  these  first  being  delivered  over  to  the  buffet- 
fngs  of  Satan,  and  the  law  and  the  testimony  being  closed  np,  as  it 
was  in  the  case  of  the  Jews,  they  are  left  in  darkness,  and  delivered 
over  unto  the  day  of  burning;  thus  being  bound  up  by  their  creeds, 
and  their  bands  being  made  strong  by  their  priests,  are  prepared  for 
the  fulfilment  of  the  saying  of  the  Savior — **The  Ron  of  Man  shall 
send  forth  His  angels,  and  gather  out  of  His  Kingdom  all  things  that 
offend,  and  them  which  do  iniquity,  and  shall  cast  them  into  a  lurnaee 
of  fire,  there  shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth."  We  under- 
stand that  the  work  of  gathering  together  of  the  wheat  into  bams,  or 
garners,  is  to  take  plaee  while  the  tares  are  being  bonnd  over,  and 
preparing  for  the  day  of  bnming;  that  after  the  day  of  bomings,  the 
righteoas  shaO  shine  forth  like  the  snn,  in  the  Kingdom  of  their 
Faliier.  Who  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear. 

Bnt  to  iOnstrate  more  elearly  this  gathering:  We  have  another 
parable— "Again,  the  Kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  treasure  hid  in  a 
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field,  the  whieh,  when  m  man  hath  fonmd,  he  hideth,  and  for  joy 
thereof « icoeth and  aelleth  aU  that  ha  hath,  and  Imyeth  that  field!" 

The  Saints  work  after  this  pattam.  Sea  the  Church  of  the  Latter-daj 
Baints,  selling  all  that  they  hare,  and  gathering  themselTes  together 
unto  a  place  that  th^  may  purchase  for  an  inheritance,  that  they  maj 
be  together  and  bear  each  other's  afflictions  in  the  day  of  calamity. 

"Apain,  the  Kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  raerohautman  seeking 
poodly  pearls,  who,  when  he  had  found  one  pearl  of  groat  prico.  went 
and  sold  all  that  lie  had,  and  bought  it."  The  Saints  again  work  after 
this  example.  See  men  traveling  to  find  places  for  Zion  and  her  stakes 
or  remnants,  who.  wlien  they  find  the  place  for  Zion,  or  the  pearl  of 
great  price,  strai^'htway  sell  that  they  have,  and  buy  it. 

**Again,  the  Kin^^dom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  net  that  was  cast  into 
the  aea,  and  gathered  of  every  kind,  which  when  it  was  toll  they  drew 
to  ahore,  and  aat  down,  and  gathered  the  good  Into'feBaala,  but  eaat  thte 
bad  away.'*  For  the  work  of  this  pattern,  behold  the  aeed  of  Joaepli. 
•preadfaig  forth  the  Goapel  netupon  the  Caoeof  the  earth,  gathering  of 
OTeiy  kind,  that  the  good  may  be  la^ed  in  Teaaela  prepared  for  tbnt 
porpoie,  and  the  angela  will  take  oaie  of  the  bad.  So  ahall  it  be  at 
the  end  of  the  world— the  angela  ahall  eome  forth  and  aoTer  the  wiofced 
from  among  the  jost,  and  eait  them  into  the  tmnaee  of  fire,  and  there 
shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

*'Je8US  saith  unto  them,  Have  you  nndeiatood  all  these  thingsT  They 
aaynntoHim,  Yea,  Lord.'*  And  we  My,  yea,  Lord;  and  well  might 
they  say,  yea,  Lord;  for  these  things  are  so  plain  and  so  glorious,  that 
every  Saint  in  the  last  days  must  respond  with  a  hearty  Amen  to  them. 

"Then  said  He  unto  them,  therefore  every  scribe  whieh  is  instructed 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  is  like  unto  a  man  that  is  an  householder, 
whieh  bringeth  forth  out  of  his  treasure  things  that  are  new  and  old." 

For  the  works  of  this  example,  see  the  Book  of  Mormon  coming 
forth  out  of  the  treasure  of  the  heart.  Also  the  covenants  given  to 
the  Latter-day  Saints,  also  the  translation  of  the  Bible — thus  bringing 
forth  out  of  the  heart  things  new  and  old,  thus  answering  to  three 
meaiiares  of  meal  undergoing  the  purifying  touch  by  a  revelation  of 
Jeana  Chriit,  and  the  miniatering  of  angels,  who  have  alseady  eooi- 
menoed  thia  work  in  the  laat  days,  whioh  will  anawer  to  the  leaven 
which  leavened  the  whole  lump.  Amen. 

So  I  eloae,  bnt  ahall  oontinoe  the  inbjeet  m  another  nnmber.* 

In  the  bonda  of  the  New  and  Bverlaating  Covenant, 

J08IPH  Skffh,  Jmr. 

•Wotwtaiilitidhig  this  pranlie  of  «b«  Pkophel,       aabjeel  was  aM  tgala 

renewed  by  him.  About  thtatfansho  was  so  ovprw})o!me(l  with  work  ntid  a  mul* 
titude  of  oth^r  subjecUi  that  he  did  not  find  time  to  complete  the  work  he  bad  oat* 
lined  in  these  papers. 
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GHAPT£E  XX. 

BUNDKY  AFFAIBS  AT  KIBTLAND— THE  PLEDGE  TO  KEDEEM  ZION. 

I  WENT  to  New  Portage  on  the  2nd  of  September,  in 
eompauy  with  Oliver  Cowdery  and  Sidney  Rigdon,  to  at- 
tend a  conference;  and  n'turned  on  the  8tli.  conference  «t 
I  was  engaged  in  various  spiritual  and  tern-  P*rt«f»» 
poral  matters  for  sevt-ral  (iays. 

September  14. — In  a  meeting  of  a  lligh  Council  and  the 
Presidency  at  Kirtlaud,  it  was  decided  that,  as  the  labor- 
er is  worthy  of  his  hire,  whenever  President  Provision 
Joseph  Smith,  Sen.,  is  called  npon  to  pro-  !!£mting  ^ 
Bonnce  Patriarchal  blessi  n gs  upon  the  Church ,  ^*«*»*^« 
he  be  paid  for  his  services  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
week,  and  his  expenses.    It  was  furtli<*r  deciiU'd  that 
President  Frederick  G.  Williams  be  appointed  and  here- 
after serve  as  scribe,  to  attend  blessing  meetings,  and 
that  he  receive  for  his  services,  at  the  same  ratio,  having 
liis  expenses  borne  also.   It  was  further  decided  that 
President  Oliver  Cowdery  be  appointed,  and  ourercow 
that  he  act  hereafter  as  Recorder  for  the 

ed  Church  K«- 

Church.    It  was  further  decided  that  Sister  e©rd©r. 

Emma  Smith  proceed  to  make  a  selection  of  Sacred  il ymns, 
accordinir  to  the  revelation;*  and  that  President  W.  W. 
Phelps  be  appointed  to  revise  and  arrange  them  lor  print- 
ing. 

September  16. — ^The  Presidency  of  the  Church  as- 
sembled and  appointed  David  Whitmer  and 
Samuel  H.  Smith  a  committee  and  general 
agents  to  act  in  the  name  of,  and  for,  the  Appointed. 

** Literary  Firm." 

*  See  Vol  I,  p.  lOi.   Doctriue  and  Covenants,  sec. 
Vol  XI  18 
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IflNDTBS  OF  A  HIGH  00T7NCIL  HBLD  IK  KIRTLAND,  8BFTBMBBB  16th,  1835. 

The  2)ridl  oj  Btder  Hemy  Green—Sidney  lUgdon,  Oliver  Cknodery  tmd 

Frederick  O,  WilUama  pretiding. 

A  complaint  was  preferred  by  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jan. ,  against 
Brother  Henry  Green,  for  aoeasing  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  '*of 
rebuking  Brother  Aldridge  wrongfully,  and  under  the  infloenoe  of  an 

evil  spirit." 

Brother  Green  beinp  al)sent,  President  Rigdon  arose  and  said,  that 
it  was  the  decision  of  the  Presidency,  that  the  Couneil  proceed  to  ex- 
amiiu'  the  charge  preferred,  because  Brother  Green  had  been  regularly 
suiiHUoned  by  liimself. 

The  Council  appointed  one  to  speak  on  each  sidej  after  which  the 
follo\vin{>  testimony  was  heard: 

Elder  Sylvester  Smith  testified  that  Brother  Green,  on  Monday  morn- 
ing last,  ^aid  that  Brother  Aldridge  was  justified  in  what  he  said,  and 
that  Prendenti  Joseph  and  Hyrum  Smith  wore  wrong  in  abusing  the 
old  man;  and  after  Elder  Smith  explained  the  matter  to  him,  said,  that 
if  any  man  should  do  so  by  him,  be  should  call  him  a  scoundrel;  and 
that  he  should  say  that  any  man  who  would  talk  as  Joseph  did,  must 
have  the  devil  in  him. 

Elder  Lorin  Babbitt  said  he  was  present  when  the  above  oonveraa. 
tion  took  place,  and  heard  a  considerable  part  of  it,  and  fully  oonourred 
in  the  statement  of  Elder  Smith;  and  he  heard  Brother  Green  say,  pre- 
vious to  the  above  talk,  that  although  they  aeoused  Brother  Aldridge  of 
having  an  evil  spirit,  yet,  if  the  truth  were  known,  the  devil  was  in 
them,  (namely,  Presidents  Joseph  and  Hyrum);  for  if  any  man  should 
ask  my  opinion,  and  then  abuse  me  in  that  way,  I  should,  call  him  a 
scoundrel  or  a  knave. 

President  Cowdery  stated  to  the  Council,  that  Brother  Aldrid^'e  was 
not  called  upou  to  give  his  opinioL  concerning  the  book,  but  said  what 
he  did  without  being  called  upon  to  speak;  for  the  book  was  only 
handed  to  him  and  others  to  look  at,  that  they  might  see  the  quality 
and  j^ooduess. 

President  Joseph  Smith  arose  and  stated  that  he  knew  that  Brother 
Aldridge  was  under  the  inflnenee  of  an  evil  spirit,  and  had  been  for  a 
long  time. 

Councilor  Orson  Johnson  abo  said  that  he  knew  that  this  was  so, 
by  what  he  had  seen  and  learned,  and  that  he  had  beard  from  credible 
authority,  that  the  old  gentleman  had  been  in  the  habit,  for  a  long  time, 
of  neglecting  prayer  and  family  worship. 

Councilor  Samuel  H.  Smith  said,  that  President  Joseph  Smith  was 
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in  the  line  of  bis  duty  when  he  reproved  Brother  Aldridfre  for  his  evil; 
and,  comeqiiaptly,  Brother  Green  mnst  have  been  wronir  in  opposing 
liim,  and  fajing  he  [Joseph]  noted  like  a  eeonndrel,  and  that  the  devO 
wai  in  him. 

Cooneilor  Levi  Jaohman  eaid  that  Brother  Green  oonid  not  be 
jnstiiled  in  opposing  the  aerrant  of  the  Lord,  while  in  theaetnal  dia- 
eharge  of  hia  dnty,  and  that  it  waa  evident  that  Satan  hath  aoucht  to 
make  diviatons  in  the  Church,  and  had  taken  advantage  of  the  oocaalon 

of  presenting  the  book,  to  do  this. 
The  book  referred  to,  waa  pnrehaaed  for  reeordinir  "The  Patriarchal 

Blessing.'' 

President  Fri  <]ri -k  G.  Williams  said,  that  the  wickedness  of  Brother 
Greon  in  condeummfr  President  Smith  is  evident  from  the  testimony; 
and  that  Brother  Aldridpe  also  did  act  foolishly,  nnd  by  the  iuHuence 
of  a  wrong  spirit,  in  «]uestioning  the  integrity  of  the  hcu*!  of  the 
Church,  in  the  purchase  of  the  book,  and  that  President 
Smith  was  and  is  justifiable  in  doinp  as  he  has  done  in  the  matter,  and 
should  not  be  censured,  as  he  has  been  by  Brother  Green. 

President  Oliver  ( "owdery  then  arose,  and  showed,  by  a  few  plain  re- 
marks, how  Satan  had  sought,  from  the  beginning,  to  destroy  the  Book 
of  Mormon;  and  in  order  to  do  this,  had  been  actually  levelling  his 
ahalti  againit  the  aervanta  of  God,  who  were  eatted  to  bring  it  forth 
and  bear  testimooy  of  it  to  the  world;  and  now  had  aonght  oeeaaion 
againit  the  lenranta  of  God,  in  tempting  brethren  to  say  they  had 
•qnivoeated  in  the  piioe  of  the  reoord  book,  whieh  waa  presented  last 
Sabbath;  and  that  Brother  Aldridge,  and  perhapa  others,  fell  nnder 
thia  evil  inflnenee,  and  Brother  Ghreen  joatiflea  them  in  thie  thing,  and 
eondemna  Preeident  Smith,  and  ia  not,  land  ought  not  to  be  justified  in 
ao  doing. 

Pkeaident  Cowdery  went  on  to  show  that  the  book  waa  purchased  as 
eheap  as  it  oould  be,  and  waa  actually  worth  what  was  given  for  it, 

namely,  twelve  dollars. 

Elder  Gaboon  requested  leave  to  interrupt  President  Cowdery  a 
moment,  to  inform  the  Council  that,  a  moment  before.  Brother  Green 
passed  the  house,  and  when  the  speaker  told  him  the  rouncil  was  con- 
sidering his  case,  and  requested  him  to  come  in,  he  said  he  should  go 
about  his  own  business,  so  went  on  his  way  refrardless  of  the  Council. 

President  Cowdery  resumed,  showing,'  that  the  desipn  of  Brother  Al- 
dridge,  or  at  least  of  the  spirit  that  was  in  him,  was  to  destroy  the 
character  of  the  heads  of  the  Church,  by  charging  that  we  intended  to 
speculate  out  of  the  brethren,  aad  extort  from  them  more  than  the 
cost  of  the  book;  and  now,  instead  of  regardiug  oar  feelings,  he  disre- 
gards na  altogetber,and  sliowa  thai  he  has  no  faith  in  the  High  Couneil. 
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Soon  afterwards  Brother  Green  cnme  in,  and  said  that  he  had  been 
detained  longer  than  he  intended,  baviog  been  to  Chagrin  on  business, 
and  had  to  deliver  the  horse  and  hamesit  to  the  owner  before  he  could 
attend  the  Council. 

I^rf'sidont  Hipdon  then  arose  and  decided  that  Brother  Green  should 
not  have  been  liindertd  from  bein^'  iiere,  by  any  other  business;  and  if 
so,  he  should  have  notified  the  Couneil,  and  rerjuested  an  adjouinment. 

President  Cowdery  then  observed,  tiiat  lie  thoug:ht  the  ease  >(jthciently 
brou^^iit  before  the  Couneil,  and  would  say  no  more.  An<l  President 
Rigdon  proceeded  to  give  his  decision — that  Brother  Gceen  should  have 
gone,  if  he  were  grieved  with  President  Smith,  and  told  him  of  his  dif- 
fleulty,  and  should  not  have  said  anything  abont  it  to  his  ndithbor.  And 
again,  that  Mr.  Aldridge,  as  has  been  shown,  has  been  guilty  of  neg- 
lecting his  prayers  before  God,  and  therefore  has  not  had  the  Spirit  of 
God  to  preserve  him  from  the  temptations  of  Satan,  and  has  fallen  into 
evil,  and  aotoally  did  do  wrong  in  nusing  objections  to  the  price  of  the 
book  presented  last  Sabbath,  and  was  nnder  the  inflnenoe  of  an  evil 
spirit. 

Brother  Green  fellowships  the  evil  spirit  in  Brother  Aldridge,  and 
says  he  is  justitied  in  what  ho  ha.s  done,  and  therefore  it  is  evident 
that  an  evil  spirit  is  reigning  in  the  breast  of  Brother  Green.  And  it 
is  also  as  evident,  that  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  was  justified  in 
rebuking  that  evil  spirit,  and  it  was  not  only  justifiable  in  President 
Smith  to  reV)uke  that  evil  spirit,  but  it  was  also  his  duty  as  President 
.  and  First  High  Priest  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  appointed  of  God  to 
lead  the  same  into  all  righteousness. 

The  decision,  then,  of  the  Presidency  of  the  High  Couneil  is,  in 
short,  tliat  Brother  Green  l)e.  and  is  now,  excludecl  from  this  Church, 
anil  siiall  lie  a  member  no  more,  until  he  comes  in  by  the  ordinance  of 
baptism,  as  appointed  by  the  Gospel,  to  be  done  in  the  Church. 

This  was  agreed  to  by  all  the  Conneilors  except  Joseph  Coe,  who 
queried  whether  Mr.  Green  should  not  have  the  privilege  of  confess- 
ing his  faults,  and  still  be  retained  in  the  Church.  He  therefore 
thought  that  it  was  the  privilege  of  Brother  Green  to  have  a  re-organ- 
ization of  the  Council,  and  a  re-hearing.  This  was  about  to  be  granted 
and  the  council  to  be  adjourned  till  tomorrow,  but  Councilor  Coe  re- 
quested some  explanation  from  the  President,  and  was  instructed  as 
follows;— 

''When  a  serious  offense  is  [committed,  and  indignity  offered  to  the 
High  Council,  then  it  is  the  privilege  of  the  Presiceney  of  the  High 
Council  to  stamp  it  with  indignation  under  foot,  and  cut  off  the  offender 
as  in  the  case  just  decided." 

Councilor  Coe  then  withdrew  his  objection  to  the  decision  of  the 
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r,  whieh  wis  adcnowledged  by  tke  whole  house,  and  eonnoU 


adjoanied. 

Sylybbtbb  Smith,  Clerk. 

Minutes  of  a  High  Council  hrl}  in    h'lrtlan'l,  Srptetulur  I'J,  I  he 

trial  of  Elder  Jarrd  Carttr.  J'nstdcnt  Jtjsfjili  SmKh,  Jun..  (Hirer 
Couderfj,  JJnrid  Whitwer,  Fred<nck  G.  WilUamSf  Sidney  Higdon^  and 

■ 

W'.  W.  FhelpSf  present. 

COUNCILORS. 

John  Smith,  Joseph  Smith,  Sen., 

Orson  Johnson,  Joseph  Coe, 

Newel  Knii^ht,  Hyram  Smith, 

John  Whitmer,  Levi  Jacknian, 

Samuel  H.  Smith,  Noah  Packard, 

John  Johnson,  Boger  Orton. 

Tin-  oliifet  of  the  Couiicil  was  stated  V»y  r*r"esi(U'nt  Joso]»li  Smith, 
Jun..  a-  follows:  "Some  we«'ks  since  Elder  .Iar<-d  Carter  prcaclicd  on 
tlio  Salil)atl»  in  the  ('iiurch,  and  siniie  of  the  brethren  found  fault  with 
his  teachings;  and  this  Couaciiiti  called  upon  to  decide  this  matter, 
and  to  see  who  was  in  fault.'* 

Si.x  were  appoirttd  to  s]»enk. 

Elder  Jared  Carter  proceeded  to  speak  largely,  aud  explain  his  de- 
siicns  in  teachtDg  as  be  did.  saying  he  believed  God  directed  him  by 
His  Spirit,  and  afterwards  being  rebuked  by  Presidents  Cowdery,  Rig. 
don  and  Phelps,  he  called  upon  the  Lord,  and  received  again  a  witness 
of  the  Spirit  that  he  was  right,  and  the  Presidents  were  wrong.  Elder 
Carter  taught  in  his  concluding  remarks,  that  God  had  shown  him  by 
laying  His  hand  upon  him  in  judgment,  and  delivering  him  therefrom 
that  he  was  thus  rebuked  by  heaven  for  his  iniquity,  and  that  he  was 
made  an  example  to  the  whole  Churofa,  and  God  would  curse  them 
they  did  not  hold  up  the  committee,*  for  he  was  made  an  example  in 
this  thing. 

President  Ki^'don  arose  and  said  that  he  attended  the  meeting  in 
whieh  Elder  Carter  spoke,  and  was  certain,  and  is  certain,  that  he  did 
not  have  the  spirit  of  wisdom  to  direct;  and  after  he  had  sat  down, 
and  Elder  Samuel  H.  Smith  had  occupied  some  half  an  hour,  tilled 
with  the  Spirit,  he  arose  ai^'ain  and  said,  that  if  any  man  spoke  a^rainst 
the  comiiiittte,  God  would  curse  him,  and  set  the  committee  away 
{i\)«»ve  the  common  hrethi'en,  and  said  that  (lod  would  take  care  of 
the  committee,  and  the  brethren  had  nothing  to  do  with  them,  fur  their 

*  This  WM  the  temple  VaUdlng  committee. 
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station  was  appointed  them  of  God,  and  not  of  man;  tlierefore  (Jod 
will  curse  any  man  or  woman  in  the  Cliureh  who  shall  speak  evil  of 
the  committee.  He  told  Elder  Carter  at  the  time,  in  private,  that  he 
did  wron^;  and  in  company  with  other  of  the  Preaidenta,  advised  him 
after  he  should  fill  a  mtUId  miinon  to  the  east,  that  he  ahoold  make  a 
eoafesnon  to  the  Chareh,  in  order  to  satiafly  many  of  the  Inrethren  who 
were  altered  with  him. 

President  Phelps  then  arose,  and  said  President  Bigdon  had  tmly  re- 
lated the  matter,  as  Car  as  he  had  gone;  hot  one  thing  more— Elder 
Carter  commanded  the  brethren  to  ^nj  for  the  eommittee,  and  de- 
manded it  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  with  an  anthoritatiye  voiee  and 
gesticolation,  which  are  not  aeeording  to  the  meekness  of  the  spirit  of 
Jesns. 

President  Oliver  Cowdery  arose  and  said:  1  do  not  intend  to  ooenpy 
mneh  time  in  speakingr*  for  those  who  have  spoken  have  expressed 
pretty  much  my  mind  and  feelings  on  the  subject;  that  in  the  advice 
which  he  and  the  other  two  Presidents  had  g^iven  Elder  Carter,  in  the 
talk  they  had  with  him,  they  did  have  the  spirit  of  meekness,  and  onh* 
desired  to  do  him  ^ood.  and  iiad  no  personal  feelings  against  him,  and 
did  not  express  any,  but  to  the  contrary. 

President  John  Whitmer  concurred  in  the  statements  of  the  above 
brethren,  and  said  that  he  did  not  believe  that  God  hud  made  au  example 
of  Elder  Carter,  for  he  was  not  before  theCharch  as  such;  and  God  had 
not  80  revealed  it  to  the  Saints;  and  again,  it  is  vain  that  lUder  Carter 
should  command  the  Saints  to  pray  fer  the  eommittee,  for  in  so  doing, 
if  they  did  not  fellowship  him,  they  moat  pray  for  his  removal,  and  so 
all  his  designs  wonld  he  fmstrated. 

Several  otherswere  called  npon,  and  all  testified  that  these  thmgs 
which  have  been  expressed  above  were  tme  and  as  thay  nnderstood 
them;  and  one  thing  further.  Elder  Carter  did  say  that  even  the  faahs 
of  the  committee  might  be  chatged  back  upon  the  brethren  if  thay  neg- 
lected to  pray  for  them. 

After  hearing  the  testimony,  the  six  Councilors  spoke,  and  the  sum 
of  their  conviction  upon  the  matter  was  as  follows: 

Councilor  John  Smith  said  he  thought  that  Elder  Carter  did  not  ex- 
press the  feelings  of  his  heart,  so  as  to  be  understood,  and  perhaps  his 
heart  was  not  so  hard  as  his  words. 

Father  .lost'ph  Smith  said  that  Elder  Carter  was  exalted,  and  did  not 
receive  the  admonitions  of  the  Presidents,  and  in  consefjuence  lost  the 
true  spirit,  and  no  has  erred  since  the  time  of  his  discourse,  and  needs 
admonishing. 

Councilor  Orson  Johnson  agreed  with  the  above. 

Councilor  Joseph  Coe  said  that  Elder  Carter  had  a  small  degree  of 
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the  Spirit  in  his  discourse,  and  a  greater  degree  in  his  remarks  after- 
wards, but  was  awkward  in  expressing  his  views,  not  having  much  of 
the  Spirit,  and  that  the  feelings  of  bis  heart  were  not  as  expressed  by 
lua  words. 

An  inquiry  was  made  of  the  Court  whether  this  Councilor  [Joseph 
Ooti}  was  correct  in  appealing  to  the  feelings  of  men's  hearts,  and  not 
to  the  words  and  actions,  as  they  appeared. 

The  Court  decided  that  the  Council  must  be  confined  to  facts,  words, 
and  actions;  and  not  go  into  feelings  and  designs  which  were  not  ex- 
praeed. 

The  other  Coooeiloni  oonourred  in  the  abore. 

Goimeilor  Hyrum  Smith  said  that  Elder  Carter  had  been  bleised  of 
God,  and  hj  the  prayer  of  faith  the  riek  had  been  healed  nnder  hit  ad- 
Biinistration;  yet  he  doee  not  always  have  the  gift  of  Ood  and  wisdom 
to  direet;  so  in  the  case  before  the  ConnoiL  Pride  had  engendered  in 
Blder  Carters  heart  a  desire  to  exeel,  and  the  spirit  of  meekness  was 
withdrawn,  and  he  was  left  to  err,  as  has  been  shown  by  the  testimony, 
beeaose  be  is  not  yet  perfect.  Bat  he  erred  in  nnderstandtng,  and  his 
words  were  wrong;  yet  the  spirit  of  his  heart,  or  the  integrity  of  the 
same,  might  be  good  in  the  main. 

Elder  Carter  then  arose  and  said  that  he  was  willing  to  acknowledge 
his  fault-s  and  that  he  lacked  wisdom.  He  went  on  to  explain  how  he 
had  erred,  and  why — beinp  sei/.ed  with  the  cholera  while  at  the  east,  he 
called  upon  God  for  deliverance,  and  linally  received  the  Spirit  of  God 
which  healed  him,  and  he  then  thought  it  was  the  same  spirit  which  he 
had  when  preaching  in  Kirtland. 

When  he  was  throu^jh.  President  Oliver  Cowderj'  arose,  and  said  that 
Presidents  Uijrdon  and  Phelps  had  requested  iiitn  to  speak,  and  they 
would  sav  nothing  as  it  was  getting  late,  and  the  case  was  already 
plain  before  the  Court.  He  showed  that  a  man  might  be  highly  excited 
and  yet  neither  have  the  S^t  of  God  nor  the  spirit  of  Satan;  bnt  it 
eame  by  his  own  spirit  and  jadgment;  therefore  some  things  may  be 
of  God,  others  of  men,  and  others  from  the  adversaiy;  and  Elder  Cst' 
tear  had  in  his  sermon  some  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  bnt  in  his  last  re- 
marks he  had  it  not,  bnt  his  own  spirit  of  jnstifleation  and  pride,  com- 
manding in  the  name  of  Jesns,  and  not  by  the  spirit  of  Jesns  or  of 
meekness,  and  was  Teiy  wrong  in  this  thing,  also  in  exalting  the  com- 
mittee above  the  brethren,  as  if  they  mii^t  not  be  touched  by  the 
brethren;  and  again,  when  Elder  Carter  was  healed,  it  came  in  answer 
to  his  earnest  prayer  before  God;  bat  his  impressions  about  being 
made  an  nample  to  the  Charoh  were  not  an  answer  to  prayer,  and 
might  be  wrong. 
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Pnrident  FMeriek  O.  WilliMiis  gave  his  deeisioa.  thai  BrotberCar- 
ter  did  err  with  hb  liiM  in  ipMkiDfr»  and  also  erred  in  nndefrtandipg 
the  Presidents  who  kbored  with  him  for  it,  and  nii8interp''>tod  thMr 
admonitions,  whieh  led  him  into  what  followed,  and  finally  has  hrooght 

him  before  this  Conneil. 

President  David  Whitmer  said,  that  according  to  the  testimony  it  ia 
plain  that  Elder  Carter  has  laeked  in  humility,  and  also  ia  oonfidonea 
in  bis  brethren,  and  erred  as  expressed  by  President  Williamt. 

President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  arose  and  said,  that  the  decision  of  his 
min<l  wa<,  that  Brother  Jared  Carter  erred  in  judgment  in  not  imder- 
stan(liii<_'  what  the  l>rf  thren  dosirfd  (»f  hitii  when  they  htbored  witli  him; 
and  he  erred  in  spirit  when  lie  tau<;ht  in  the  Chureh  the  tliinir^  tesfitit'd 
of  here;  and  that  the  hand  of  tht- (K  stroyer  was  hiid  upon  liitn  '>••'  au»e 
he  had  a  rel)el!if)us  spirit  from  thv  bt'i^iuuiutr;  and  tht  woril  of  thi^  Lord 
has  been  s{)oken  l>y  my  mouth,  that  it  should  tome  upon  him,  and  this 
Council  shouhl  see  it,  and  now  that  he  has  been  seized  by  the  th  stroyer 
comes  in  fulfihnent  of  His  [the  Lord's]  word;  and  God  requires  him  to 
bear  testimoay  of  it  before  the  Church,  and  warn  them  to  be  careful,  and 
not  to  do  as  he  had  done.  But  instend  of  doing  this,  be  sud  he  wonll 
prove  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  one  thin^r  or  another,  not  being  sof- 
flciently  hamble  to  deliver  jnst  the  message  that  was  required,  and  m 
he  stnmbled  and  ooold  not  get  the  Spirit,  and  the  brethren  were  not 
edified,  and  he  did  not  do  the  thing  that  Gk>d  required,  bat  erred  m 
choosing  words  to  oommnnieate  his  thoughts;  snob  as  commanding  tha 
prayers  of  the  Church  instead  of  soliciting  them,  and  also  of  making 
himself  an  example  for  the  Church,  when  it  was  only  the  things  that  ha 
suffered  which  were  to  be  as  a  check  npon  transprression. 

His  rebelling  against  the  advice  and  counsel  of  the  Presidents  was 
the  cause  of  his  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  destroyer  again,  as  he 
had  done  before,  when  ho  rebeUed  against  tlie  counsel  that  had  been 
given  him  b}'  the  auliiorities  of  tlie  Church;  and  that  in  all  this,  Elder 
Carter  lias  not  designed  to  do  wiekedly,  but  lie  erred  \u  judgment,  and 
deserves  reproof,  and  the  decL-sion  i^— that  he  shall  acknowledge  his 
errors  on  the  morrow,  before  the  congregation,  and  say.  Brethren,  I 
am  fully  convinc(»d  that  I  have  erred  in  spirit,  in  niy  retnarks  before 
j'ou,  when  I  spoke  liere  a  few  Sabbaths  since;  and  now  I  ask  your  for- 
giveness. And  if  he  do  this  in  full  faith,  and  is  truly  humble  be- 
fore God,  Ood  will  bless  him  abundantly  as  He  bath  been  wont 
to  do. 

Elder  Carter  arose,  and  justified  the  decision  of  the  Court,  and 
promised  to  comply. 

Btlysstbr  Smitb,  Qerk. 


I 
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1  labored  in  obtaiiiiug  blessings,  which  were  written  by 
Oliver  Cowdery.  We  were  thronged  with  com-    ^  prvph^ 
pany,  so  that  our  labor  io  this  thing  was  bin-   ^^cf-^^  for 
dered;  but  we  obtained  many  precious  things, 
and  onr  sools  were  blessed.  O  Lord,  may  Thy  Holy  Spirit 
be  with  Thv  servants  forever.  Amen. 

Svptottbcr  23' — I  was  at  home  writing  blessings  for  my 
most  beloved  brethren,  but  was  liindcrtM]  by  a  multitude 
of  visitors.    The  Lord  has  blessed  our  souls   ^ ,  ^ 

Delight  of  the 

this  day,  and  may  Gk>d  grant  to  continue  His   Prophet  in 
mercies  nnto  my  house  this  night,  for  Christ's  ^^'""^  ^^^^^^ 
sake.   This  day  my  soul  has  desired  the  salvation  of 
Brother  Ezra  Thayre.   Also  Brother  Noah  Packard  came 

to  my  house  and  loaned  the  committee  one  thousand  dol- 
lars to  assist  building  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Oh!  may 
God  bless  him  a  liundnMl  fold,  ev«'ii  of  the  things  of  the 
earth,  for  this  righteous  act.  ]\ly  li<*art  is  full  of  desire 
today,  to  be  blessed  of  the  God  of  Abraham  with  pros- 
perity, until  I  shall  be  able  to  pay  all  my  debts,  for  it  is 
the  delight  of  my  sonl  to  be  honest.  O  Lord,  that  thou 
knowest  right  well.  Help  me,  and  I  will  give  to  the 
poor. 

Brothers  William,  John  and  Josoi>li  Tippits  starte<l  for 
Missouri,  the  jtlaee  dcsicnated  for  Zion,  or  the  JSaiuts' 
gathering  ]>la('e.    They  came  to  bi<l  us  fare- 
well. The  brethren  came  in  to  pray  with  them,    wut'Hr!  u.r«n 
and  Brother  David  Whitmer  acted  as  spokes-   ^^^^  ^^'^ 
man.   He  prayed  in  the  spirit,  and  a  glorious 
time  succeeded  bis  prayer;  joy  filled  our  hearts,  and  we 
blessed  them  and  bid  them  God  speed,  and  promised  them 
a  safe  journey,  and  took  them  by  the  hand  and  bid  them 
farewell  for  a  season.    May  God  grant  them  long  life  and 
good  4lays.    These  blessings  I  ask  upon  them  for  Christ's 
sake.  Amen. 

The  High  Council  met  at  my  house  on  the  24th  to  take 
into  consideration  the  redemption  of  Zion.  And  it  was 
the  voice  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  that  we  petition  the 
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Gk>yemor|  that  is,  those  who  have  been  driven  out,  shall 
petition  to  be  set  back  on  their  own  lands  next 
to^wwk  fo?*  spring,  and  that  we  go  next  season,  to  live  or 
uon ot%Zl'.  ^®  lands,  which  we  have  par- 

chased  in  Jackson  Ooanty,  Missonri.  We 
truly  had  a  good  time,  and  covenanted  to  stiiiggle  for 
tliis  thing,  until  death  shall  dissolve  the  union;  and  if  one 
falls,  that  the  remainder  be  not  discourage*  1,  l)ut  pursue 
this  object  until  it  be  accomplished;  which  may  God 
grant  unto  us  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Also,  this  day  drew  up  a  subscription  for  enrolling  the 
names  of  those  who  are  willing  to  go  up  to  Missonri 
next  spring  and  settle;  and  I  ask  God  in  the  name  of  Jesns 
that  we  may  obtain  eight  hundred  or  oue  thousand  emi- 
grants. 

I  spent  the  25th  of  September  at  home. 
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OHAPT£B  XXI. 

IKCmSNTS  FBOM  THE  PBOPHST'S  EZPEBIKNOE  IN  EXSTLAKD 

AND  yiOINITT. 

September  26. — This  morning  the  Twelve  retnrned  ifrom 
their  mission  to  the  £a8t,  and  on  the  same  day,  the  ConncU 
of  the  Presidency  of  the  Church,  consisting  of  ii«turn  of  tho 

Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  Sidney  Rigdon,  David  'f'^^' 
WhitiiH^r,  W.  W.  Phelps,  John  Whitraer,  Hyrum  Smith 
and  Oliver  Cowdery,  met  to  consider  the  case  of  the  Twelve 
who  had  previously  been  reproved  in  consequence  of  cer- 
tain letters  and  reports  comin.<r  to  the  ears  of  the  Council. 
First,  the  items  contained  in  Warren  A.  Cowdery's  letter, 
in  connection  with  certain  other  reports,  derogatory  to  the 
character  and  teaching  of  the  Twelve,  were  considered; 
and  from  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses  (the  Twelve) 
it  was  proved  before  the  Council  that  saidconiplamts  orig- 
inated in  the  niinds  of  persons  who  were  darkent*(l  incon- 
sequence of  covf'tousness,  or  some  other  cause,  rather 
than  the  spirit  of  truth.  Second,  one  item  contained  in 
Elder  Wm.  E.  M'Lellin's  letter  to  his  wife,  expressing 
dissatisfaction  with  President  Bigdon's  school.  Elder 
Orson  Hyde  was  also  designated  with  him  [M'Lellin]  or 
blamed  in  the  matter,  in  which  they  were  fonnd  to  be  in 
tli»*  fault,  which  they  Iraiikly  confessed,  and  were  forgiven 
and  all  things  were  satisfactorily  settled. 

Sundat/j  27.  1  attended  meeting.  Elders  Thomas  B. 
Marsh,  David  W.  Patten,  Brigham  Young  and  Ileber  C. 
Kimball  preached  and  broke  bread.  The  Lord  poured 
out  His  Bpirit  and  my  soul  was  edified. 
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MimtUs  oj  the  High  CouneU  at  Kirtkmd.   2W«I  of  QlaMm  Bithep. 

The  High  Comioil  met  fov  the  trUl  of  Gladden  Bithop,  on  »  ehuge 
preferred  by  the  TwelTe,  "for  adyancinir  heretteal  doetriaee,  whieh 
were  derogatory  to  the  eharaoter  of  the  Church.*' 

Elder  William  Smith  testified  that  when  Elder  Biahop  was  conTera- 

ing  with  a  brother  concerning  the  two  witnesses  mentioned  by  the 

Prophets  [Kev.  xi J  he  said  tliat  lie  [RishopJ  might  be  one  of  them, 
and  that  he  [the  brother]  might  be  one  himself;  that  he  [Bishop]  in- 
tended to  prophesy  the  night  that  nn  ndvortisfniont  waa  pnt  np  by  an 
enemy,  saying  that  the  Mormon  Propln-t  and  others  were  to  be  sold 
by  auction  in  public,  that  he  would  not  bo  surprised  if  the  man  who  put 
up  the  a'lvcrti-^ctiifut  slionhl  die  at  the  time  of  sale. 

EMcr  Bii^hatn  Vouii«:  corroborated  the  foregoing,  and  said  that 
Bishop  was  very  erroneous  in  liis  tenets  of  faith. 

Elder  John  B«>ynton  coniMirred. 

EUler  Tli(>mus  I^.  Marsh  said  that  Bishop  frequently  t{)Kl  of  women 
fulling  in  love  with  him,  and  observed  frequently  wlien  passing  people 
that  they  felt  his  spirit;  &ho  that  he  was  so  indolent  his  presence  was 
oppressive. 

Elder  L.  Johnson  testified  that  on  a  former  trial  before  the  Twelve  for 
error  in  dootrine,  sach  as,  that  he  might  be  one  of  the  two  witnesaee, 
and  that  he  ought  not  to  travel  and  preach  on  account  of  the  women  ao 
often  falling  in  love  with  him,  he  was  not  humble  when  reproved,  but 
justified  himself,  and  preferred  a  ehaiy^e  against  the  Council  ^or  harsh 
treatment. 

Elder  William  Smith  said,  that  Bishop,  after  taking  a  stand  against 
the  Council,  finally  said  it  was  all  right,  they  had  dealt  with  him  in 

righteousness. 

Elders  Marsh  and  Younir  <rroborated  the  above,  that  he  yielded  af- 
ter being  overcome,  also  that  he  was  capable  of  magnifying  his  ofllee 

if  he  would. 

Elder  Heber  C.  Kimball  concurred  in  the  above,  also  that  Bishop 
said,  after  ho  saw  his  case  was  hopeless,  that  the  Council  had  turned 

him  wr(»nir  side  out. 

Elder  .lohn  P.  <Treene  coucurreil  in  full,  and,  in  .addition  to  the  above, 
said  that  Bishop  was  so  indolent  that  he  would  not  help  himself  to  a 
drink  of  water. 

After  the  pleas  of  tlu;  ('ouneilors  and  the  case  was  submitted  for  de- 
cision, Brother  Bishop  arose  and  made  a  humble  confession  for  his 
transgression,  and  asked  forgiveness  of  the  High  Council  and  all  the 
Church,  saying  that  he  intended  to  learn  wisdom  from  the  revelations 
that  Ood  had  given,  and  submitted  himself  to  the  decision  of  the 
Court,  being  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  whole  course  of  the  trial. 
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After  nmeh  laetrnBtioii,  the  Prendent  deeided  that  the  eoansel  of  the 
Twelve  in  this  ease  wm  given  in  righteooinew,  alao  that  Brother  Biah- 
op*a  oonfeiaion  be  pohliahed  in  the  Messenger  and  AdvocaU,  and  he  be 
reeeived  in  foil  fellowship,  and  reeeive  his  ordination  and  lioMise  as  be- 
fore; which  the  Ck>nncil  eonenrred  in,  and  Brother  Bbhop  waa  ordained 
by  the  Conrt  an  Blder. 

Wabrbn  Pabrish,  Clerk. 


An  attempt  waH  made  in  the  foregoing  Council  to  crimi- 
nate the  Twelve  before  the  High  Ck>nncil  for  cutting  off 
Gladden  Bishop  at  their  Bradford  <u>nference,  Th«Avtfaori«7 

but  their  attt'inpt  totally  faih'<l.  I  decide<l  that    Twelve  «re 


the  High  Council  had  uuthiiiir  to  do  with  tho 
Twelv<%  or  the  decisioua  of  i\w  'I'wclvc.  But  if  the  Twelve 
erred  they  were  accountable  only  to  tlie  General  Council 
of  tlie  authorities  of  the  whole  Church,  according  to  the 
revelations. 

In  the  afternoon  a  charge  of  adultery  was  preferred 
against  Lorenzo  L.  Lewis,  on  general  report  circulating 

among  the  brethren,  to  which  he  plead (m1  not    „  ,  ,  ,  , 

^  '  ^  Trial  of  Ijo- 

guilty,  and  the  charge  was  changed  to  ''an  jj^^- 
illicit  intercourse  with  a  female.''  i^cwis  con- 
fessed that  he  had  disgraced  the  girl,  himself,  and  the 
Church,  but  [was]  not  guilty  of  the  charge.  After  hear- 
ing 'the  testimony  of  witnesses,  Elders  Marsh,  M'Leliin, 
Patten  and  William  Smith,  and  the  pleadings,Elder  Lewis 
confessed  that  he  had  done  wickedly  and  had  made  all 
the  reparation  he  could,  in  his  confession  in  the  early  part 
of  this  tiial,  and  required  his  name  to  ))e  taken  off  the 
Church  records,  or  dispose  of  him  a<'cording  to  the  mind 
of  the  Spirit,  and  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  Council. 
The  Council  decided  that  Brother  Lorenzo  L.  Lewis  be  cut 
off  from  the  Church,  being  satisfied  that  the  charge  pre- 
ferred is  substantiated  by  evidence,  and  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord;  bnt  if  he  repent,  and  humble  himself  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Church,  he  should  be  received  into  it  again 
and  receive  his  license.  The  Council  adjourned  till  morn- 
ing. 
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The  High  OolincO  met  on  tiie  29tii,  and  heaxd  a  charge 
against  Elder  Allen  Avery,  on  an  appeal  ease  from  an  El- 
Triai  of  Elder  ders*  CooTt  in  ZioD,  which  took  away  his  license 
Alton  Atw7.  rebelling  against  their  decision.  Brother 
Av«'rv  f  rankly  and  readily  eouipiied  with  the  requisition 
of  the  Couneil,  and  the  President  decided  that  he  be  re- 
stored to  fellowship,  and  receive  his  license. 

In  these  cases  I  acted  on  the  part  of  the  defense  for  the 
,  ,    accused,  to  plead  for  mercy.    The  Lovd 

The  i*rophet       «  «  « 

on  tiie  l  art  blcssed  my  sonl,  and  the  Oonncii  was  greatly 
^         hl^  atoo,  .nd  much  good  ^  n»alt  from 

our  labors. 

I  was  at  lionip  on  the  .3()t]i,  and  was  visited  by  many 
who  came  to  inrjuir*'  after  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

October  i. — Tliis  afternoon  I  labored  on  the  Egyptian 
The  i>v»nh«ft    alphabet,  in  company  with  Brothers  Oliver 


Learns  tiie      Qowdcry  and  W.  W.  Phelps,  and  donng  the 

I'rinoiplos  of  L    .1.  •      •   1         *  -X- 

uodentM^  M  research,  the  prmcxples  of  astronomy  as  mi- 
b7°  AteakMB.    dcrstood  by  Father  Abraham  and  the  ancients 

unfolded  to  our  understanding,  the  particulars 
of  which  will  apiH'ar  hereafter. 

On  the  2nd  of  Otobi'r  L  wrote  the  following  It'tt.  r  for 
publication  in  the  Messenger  and  Advocate^  (continued 
from  the  Ist  of  September. )  * 

October  3.^1  attended  the  High  Council  to  investigate 
charges  preferred  by  Beynolds  Gaboon  against  Elder  John 
chugM  Gould  *'for  making  expressions  calculated 
Ag^ttira  to  injure  the  cause  we  have  espoused,  and 
manifesting  a  strong  dissatisfaction  with  the 
teachinir-s  of  the  Presidency.''  Also  against  Dean  (  J  uld 
for  speaking  unadvisedly  against  Elder  Kigdon  and  other 
£ldei-s. 

In  the  case  of  John  Gould,  the  accuser  and  defendant 
agreed  the  matter  should  be  talked  over,  by  which  all  dif- 
ference of  feeling  was  allayed.  Qould  confessed  and 
was  forgiven. 

•For  this  oommanieation      Arliala  U,  Chapter  XIX.  (Note.) 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.0. 18B6J 


HIBTOBT  or  THB  OE[UBKM 


287 


Dean  Gkmld  acknowledged  that  he  spoke  nnadvisedly 
against  Ptesident  Rigdon,  and  was  forgiyen* 

In  the  afternoon  I  waited  on  most  of  the  Twelve,  at  my 

house,  aud  exhibited  to  them  tlie  ancient  records,  and 
gave  explanations.  This  day  passed  ol£  with  the  blessing 
of  the  Lord. 

Sunday,  4. — I  started  early  in  the  morning,  with  Broth- 
er JohnCorrill,  to  hold  a  meeting  in  Perry.  When  about 
a  mile  from  home  we  discovered  two  deer       „   ^  , 

,  M    ^  •<!       The  Prophet's 

playing  m  the  field,  which  diverted  onr  mmds  Journey  with 
by  givmg  an  impetas  to  onr  thoughts  npon 

the  subject  of  the  creation  of  God.  We  conversed  on 
mmy  topics.  The  day  passed  off  very  airi'eeably,  and  the 
Lord  blessed  our  souls.  When  we  arrived  at  Perry,  we 
were  disappointed  of  a  meeting,  through  mis-arrangement, 
but  conversed  freely  with  Brother  Corrill's  relatives, 
which  allayed  much  prejudice.  May  the  Lord  have  mercy 
on  their  souls. 

Monday  5. — returned  home,  being  much  fatigued 
from  riding  in  the  rain.  Spent  the  remainder  of  the  day 
in  reading  and  meditation,  aud  in  the  evening   ^,  „    ,  , 

"  '  The  Prophet's 

attended  a  Council  of  the  T\velv«»  Apostles;  Jieetiugj^ith 
had  a  glorious  time,  and  gave  them  nuich  in- 
stroction  concerning  their  duties  for  time  to  come;  told 
them  that  it  was  the  will  of  God  they  should  take  their 
families  to  Missouri  next  season;  also  this  fall  to  attend 
the  solemn  assembly  of  the  first  Elders,  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  School  of  the  Prophets ;  and  attend  to  the  or- 
dinance of  the  washing  of  feet;  and  to  prepare  their 
hearts  in  all  humility  for  an  endowment  with  power  from 
on  high;  to  which  they  all  agreed  with  one  accord,  and 
seemed  to  be  greatly  rejoiced.  May  God  spare  the  lives 
of  the  Twelve  to  a  good  old  age,  for  Christ  the  Bedeem- 
er's  sake.  Amen. 

Tineiday  6. — At  home.  Elder  Stevens  came  to  my 
house  and  loaned  Frederick  G.  Williams  and  Co.  six  hun- 
dred dollars,  which  gi*eatly  relieved  us  of  our  present 
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difficnltleB.  May  Qod  bless  and  preserve  his  soul  forever. 
A  Timely       ^      aftemooii  called  to  visit  my  father,  who 
was  very  sick  with  a  fever:  somewhat  better 

towards  evening.  Spent  the  rest  of  the  day  iu  reading 
and  meditation. 

Wednesdai/,  7. — Went  to  visit  my  fatlier,  found  him 
very  low,   administered  some  mild  herbs, 

niness  of  •  '  ' 

Josephsmith,   agreeably  to  the  commandment.    May  God 
grant  to  restore  him  immediately  to  health  for 
Christ  the  Redeemer's  sake.  Amen. 

Bishop  Whitney  and  Brotiier  Hymm  Smith  started  by 
stage  for  Buffalo,  New  York,  to  purchase  goods  to  replen- 
ish the  coinmittpe's  store.  May  God  grant,  in  the  name 
of  Jesus,  that  their  lives  maybe  spared,  and  they  have  a 
safe  journey,  and  no  accident  or  sickness  of  the  least 
kind  befall  them,  that  they  may  return  in  health  and  in 
safety  to  the  bosom  of  their  families. 

Blessed  of  the  Lord  is  Brother  Whitney,  even  the 
Bishop  of  the  Church  of  Latter-day  Samts,  for  the  Bisli- 
opric  shall  never  be  taken  away  from  him 
S?»fS?S*'  ^^^^^^^  liveth.  And  the  time  comrtli  that 
Bishop  Whit-  shall  overcome  all  the  narrow-mindedness 
of  his  heart,  and  all  his  covetous  desires 
that  so  easily  beset  him;  and  he  shall  deal  with  a  liberal 
hand  to  the  poor  and  the  needy,  the  sick  and  afflicted,  the 
widow  and  the  fatherless.  And  marvelonsly  and  miracn- 
lonsly  shall  the  Lord  his  God  provide  for  him,  even  that 
he  shall  be  blessed  with  a  fnUness  of  the  good  things  (tf 
this  earth,  and  his  seed  after  him  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration. And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  according]:  to  the 
measure  that  he  meteth  out  with  a  liberal  hand  to  the 
poor,  so  shall  it  be  measured  to  him  again  by  the  hand 
of  his  God,  even  an  hundred  fold.  Angels  shall  guard 
his  house,  and  shall  guard  the  lives  of  his  posterity,  and 
they  shall  become  very  great  and  very  numerous  on  the 
earth.  Whomsoever  he  blesseth,  they  shall  be  blessed; 
and  whomsoever  he  curseth,  they  shall  be  cursed;  and 
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when  his  enemiee  seek  himuuto  his  hurt  and  destruction, 
let  him  rise  op  and  curse,  and  the  hand  of  Qod  shall  be 
upon  his  enemies  in  judgment,  they  shall  be  utterly  con- 
founded  and  brought  to  desolation.   Therefore  he  shall 

be  preserved  unto  the  utmost,  and  his  life  shall  l)e  })rft- 
eious  in  the  sipht  ot  the  I.onl,  lie  shall  rise  uj)  and  shake 
himself,  as  a  lion  riseth  out  of  his  lair  and  roareth  until 
heshaketh  the  hills;  and  as  a  lion  ^oeth  forth  among  the 
lesser  beasts,  so  shall  the  going  forth  of  him  be  whom  the 
Lord  hath  anointed  to  exalt  the  poor,  and  to  humble  the 
rich,  therefore  his  name  shall  be*  on  high,  and  his  rest 
among  the  sanctified.  This  afternoon  I  re-com-  xrana  ution  of 
nieneed  translating  the  ancient  records.  the  writing* 

<^  of  Abraluun 

Thursdaijy  S,—At  home.  1  attended  ou  my    Begun.  • 
father  with  great  anxiety. 

Friday,  9. — At  home.    Waited  ou  my  father. 

Saturday,  lo. — At  home,  and  visited  the  house  of  my 
father,  found  him  failing  very  fast. 

Sundaiff  11, — Waited  on  my  father  again,  who  was  very 
sick.  In  secret  prayer  in  the  morning,  the  Lord  said, 
**Mv  servant,  thv father  shall  live."  I  waited  ^ 

'  .  .  The  Pruj.het's 

on  him  all  this  day  with  my  heart  raised  to  CareofUis 
God  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  Ho 
would  restore  him  to  health,  that  I  might  be  blessed 
with  his  company  and  advice,  esteeming  it  one  of  the 
greatest  earthly  blessings  to  be  blessed  with  the  society  of 
parents,  whose  mature  years  and  experience  render  them 
capable  of  administering  the  most  wholesome  advice.  At 
evening  Brother  David  Whitmer  came  in.  We  called  on 
the  Lord  in  mighty  prayer  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  laid  our  hands  on  him,  and  rebuked  the  disease.  And 
God  heard  and  answered  our  jn-ayers — to  the  great  joy 
and  satisfaction  of  our  souls.  Our  aged  father  arose  and 
dressed  himself,  shouted,  and  praised  the  Lord.  Called 
Brother  William  Smith,  who  had  retired  to  rest,  that  he 
mi£^t  praise  the  Lord  with  us,  by  joining  in  songs  of 
praise  to  the  Most  High. 

Vol  It  lO 
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Monday,  12, — liodeto  Willoughby,  in  company  with  my 
wife,  to  purchase  some  goods  at  William  Lyon's  store* 
On  our  return  we  found  a  Mr.  Bradley  lying  across  the 
road.  He  had  been  thrown  from  his  wagon,  and  was 
much  injured  by  the  fall. 

Tuesday,  13,  Visited  my  father,  who  was  very  much 
recovered  from  his  sickness,  indeed,  which  caused  us  to 
marvel  at  the  might,  power,  and  condt\^<'ension  of  our 
Heavenly  Father,  in  answering  our  prayers  in  his  behalf. 

Wednesday,  I4. — At  home. 

Thursday f  ij.^Labored  in  father's  orchard,  gafchering 
apples. 

Frida^^  16.— Was  called  into  the  printing  ofQce  to  settle 
Ba^iMa^of     some  difficulties  in  that  department.    In  the 

RoWnion.  evening  I  baptized  Ebenezer  Robinson.*  The 
Lord  poured  out  His  hJpiiil  upon  us  and  we  hadagood  tinio. 

SdiurddUj  17. — Called  my  family  together  and  aiTanged 
my  domestic  concerns,  and  dismissed  my  boarders. 

Sunday y  18.  Attended  meeting  in  the  chapel,  confirmed 
seyeral  that  had  been  baptized,  and  blessed  several  chil- 
dren with  the  blessings  of  the  New  and  Everiastmg  Cove- 
nant. Elder  Parley  P.  Pratt  preached  in  the  forenoon, 
and  Elder  John  F.  Boynton  in  the  afternoon.  We  had  an 
interesting  time. 

The  Book  of  Monday,  19. — At  home.  Exhibited  the  rec- 
Abraham.  ^£  autiquity  to  a  number  who  called  to 

see  them. 

*  BtaneserBobiDMii,  aftonrudt  Mnwivluiti^miiiBait  la  IIm  OkvfdK  in  litetoiiil 
and  nUiiola    edUtnr,  pfiatar  and  pnbUahar,  was  tiorn  In  ttia  town  of  Flojd,  Onaidn 

County,  N'pw  York,  May  25,  1816;  and  was  the  son  of  Nnthan  and  Mary  R.il>insoD. 
He  was  already  a  printer  of  ronsidfrable  experience  when  lie  ranie  to  Kirtland  in 
May,  1835,  and  bogan  work  iu  the  Church  printing  ettablishmeut,  then  nxnniug 
under  the  Ann  nani«  of  F.  O.  WlUlams  A  Oo.,  Ihoni^  not  n  mmnlMr  of  ttM 
Church.  For  six  months  he  boarded  in  the  families  of  Oliver  CowdeiTi  F.  O.  Wil- 
liams and  the  Prophet  Joseph.  "We  found  them  all  very  pious,  cood  rhri^tian 
people,"  he  remarks,  "(who)  a^ke<l  a  blesaing  at  the  table  and  all  attended  to 
ftanlly  worship  morning  and  •▼ening."  (Th«  **B«tani/'  Vol.  I,  p.  58).  Kr.  Bob 
Inaon  did  not  lioaoaw  InunodlatBlf  oonTorted  to  tho  GotptI,  Imt  oosTlotlon  find- 
ually  dawned  upon  his  mind,  and  ho  taaHj  doolMOd  his  fktth  and  WM  bo^tlMd 
the  Prophet  as  stated  in  the  text. 
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Tuesday  J  30, — ^At  home.  Preached  in  the  evening  in  the 
school  house. 

Wednesday,  21. — At  home. 

T\wr9da,y^  At  home,  attending  to  my  domestic 
ooneems. 

Friday^  2B.^hX  home.  At  four  o'clock,  afternoon, 
Oliver  Cowdery,  David   Whttmer,  Hjrram  p^^^^^ 

Smith,  John  Whitmer,  Sidney  Rigdon,  Sam- 
u-il  H.  Smith,  Frederick  (i.  Williams  and  * 
W.  W.  Phelps  assembled,  and  we  united  in  prayer, 
with  one  voice,  before  the  Lord,  for  the  following 
blessings:  That  the  Lord  would  give  us  means  sufficient 
to  deliver  osfrom  all  onr  afflictions  and  difficolties  wherein 
we  are  placed  by  reason  of  onr  debts;  that  He  wonld 
open  the  way  and  deliver  Zion  in  the  appointed  time,  and 
that  without  the  shedding  of  blood;  that  He  would  hold 
our  lives  precious,  and  grant  that  we  may  live  to  the  com- 
mon age  of  man,  and  never  fall  into  the  hands  nor  power 
of  the  mob  in  Missouri,  nor  in  any  other  place ;  that  He 
woold  also  preserv^e  our  posterity,  that  none  of  them  fall, 
even  onto  the  end  of  time;  that  He  wonld  give  as  bless- 
ings of  the  earth  sufficient  to  carry  ns  to  Zion,  and  that 
we  may  purchase  inheritances  in  that  land,  even  enough 
to  carry  on  and  accomplish  the  work  unto  which  He  has 
appointed  us;  and  also  that  He  would  assist  all  others 
who  desire,  according  to  His  commandments,  to  go  up 
and  purchase  inheritances,  and  all  this  easily  and  without 
perplexity  and  trouble ;  and  finally,  that  in  the  end  He 
woold  save  ns  in  His  celestial  kingdom.  Amen. 

8a^day^  24. — ^Mr..  Goodrich  and  wife  called  to  see  the 
aadent  [Egyptian]  records,  and  also  Dr.  Frederick  G. 
"^liams  to  see  the  mammies.  Brothers  Hawkes  and 
Carpenter,  from  Michigan,  visited  us  and  tarried  over 
night. 

Sunday,  25. — Attended  meeting  with  Brothers  TIawkes 
and  Carpenter.   President  Kigdon  preached  in  the  fore- 
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noon,  Elder  Lyman  E.  Johnson  in  the  afternoon,  after 
Meetings  In  which  Elder  Seymour  Brimson  joined  lirotlier 
William  Perrv  aud  Sister  Eliza  Brown  in  mat- 
rimony,  aud  1  blessed  them  with  long  life  and  prosperity 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  evening  I  attended  prayer  meeting,  opened  it,  and 
exhorted  the  brethren  and  sisters  about  one  hoar.  The 
Lord  poured  out  His  Spirit,  and  some  glorious  things 
were  spoken  in  the  ^ft  of  tongues  and  interpreted  oon- 
cemiu^  the  redennitiou  of  Zion. 

Monday^  20. — Went  to  Cluinlon  to  attend  the  County 
Court  in  company  with  my  brothers  Hyrum,  Samuel  H., 
and  Don  Carlos  Smith.  Brother  Samuel  was  called  in 
Triiil  of  Sam-  question  before  this  Court  for  not  doing  mili* 
Neglect  oV'''  tary  duty,  and  was  fined  because  we  had  not 
Muitwy  Dntj  ^ijjp  coufereuoe  minutes  with  us  for  testimony 
to  prove  that  Frederick  G.  Williams  was  clerk  of  the  exm* 
ference.  This  testimony  we  should  have  carried  with  us 
had  it  not  been  for  the  neglect  of  our  counsel  or  lawyer, 
who  did  not  put  us  in  possession  of  tliis  information  [i.  e. 
that  we  would  need  such  testimony].  This  we  felt  was  a 
want  of  fidelity  to  his  client,  and  we  consider  it  a  base 
insult,  practiced  upon  us  on  account  of  our  faith,  that 
the  ungodly  might  have  unlawful  power  over  us,  and 
trample  us  under  their  unhallowed  feet.  And  in  conse* 
quence  of  this  neglect,  a  fine  was  imposed  upon  Brother 
Samuel  of  twenty  dollars,  including  costs,  tor  which  he 
was  obliged  to  sell  his  cow  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
same.  And  1  say,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  the 
money  which  they  have  thus  unjustly  taken  shall  be  a  tes- 
timony against  them,  and  canker,  and  eat  their  flesh  as  fire. 

Tuesday y  27. — In  the  morning  I  was  called  to  visit  at 
Brother  Samuel  Smith's,  His  wife  was  confined  and  in  a 
A  Pmyer  and  daiigcrous  couditiou.  Brothcr  Carlos  went  to 
P**™"**  Chardon  after  Dr.  Williams.  I  went  out  into 
the  field  and  l  owed  before  the  Lord  and  called  upon  Him 
in  mighty  prayer  in  her  behalf.    And  the  word  of  the 
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Lord  came  imto  me,  saying,  '*My  servant  Fred(M*ick  shall 
come,  and  shall  have  wisdom  given  him  to  deal  prudently, 
and  my  handmaid  shall  be  delivered  of  a  living  child, 
and  be  spared."  The  doctor  came  in  about  one  hour  af- 
terwards, and  in  the  course  of  two  hours  she  was  deliv- 
ered, and  thus  what  God  had  manifested  to  me  was  fol- 
filled  every  whit,  riiis  evtiiing  1  preached  in  the  school 
house  to  a  erowded  congregation. 

Wednesday f  28, — At  home,  attending  to  my  family 
affairs. 

Thursday^  29. — Brother  Warren  Parrish  commenced 
writing  for  me,  at  fifteen  dollars  per  month.   1  paid  him 
sixteen  dollars  in  advance  out  of  the  commit-  wuren  Pw 
tee's  store.   Father  and  Mother  Smith  visited  Prophet-l 
us.    While  we  sat  writing  Bishop  Partridge 
passed  our  wnidow,  just  returnod  from  the  East. 

I  was  called  to  appear  before  the  High  Council,  which 
was  then  sitting,  to  give  my  testimony  in  an  action 
brought  by  Brother  William  Smith  against  ^^^^^ 
Brother  David  Elliot,  for  whipping  his  daugh-  ^•^"^^  ^Uiot. 
ter  unreasonably.  My  testimony  was  in  Brother  Elliot's 
favor,  from  conversation  with  l^e  parents  and  the  girl  at 
their  house  in  Chagrin,  I  was  satisfied  that  the  girl  was  in 
the  fault,  and  that  the  neighbors  were  trying  to  create  a 
difiiculty. 

Betumed  to  our  writing  room,  went  to  Dr.  Williams' 
after  my  large  journal;  made  some  obsorvations  to  my 
scribe  concerning  the  plan  of  the  city,  which  is  to  be  built 
up  hereafter  on  this  ground  consecrated  for  a  Stake  of 
Zion. 

While  at  the  doctor's,  Bishop  Edward  Partridge  came 

in  in  company  with  i*i  i'si(U'nt  Phelps.  I  was  much  re- 
joiced to  see  him.  Weexaminc'd  the  mummies,  returned 
home,  and  my  scribe  commencc<l  wi-iting  in  my  journal 
a  history  of  my  life;  concluded  President  Cowdery's  sec- 
ond letter  to  W.  W.  Phelps,  which  President  Williams 
had  began. 
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Bishop  Whitney  and  his  wife,  with  his  father  and  moth- 
er, called  to  visit  ns.  His  parents  having  lately  arrive<l 
The  Visit  of  here  from  the  East,  called  to  make  inqnir}' 
My'^  PilJe^nu  cancenmig  the  cominji^  forth  of  the  ik>ok  of 
totheProphei  ||[ormon.  Bishop  Partridge  and  some  othere 
came  in.  I  then  sat  down  and  related  to  them  tiie  history 
of  the  coming  forth  of  the  book,  the  administration  of  tlw 
angel  to  me,  and  taught  them  the  rudiments  of  the  Gkw- 
pel  of  Christ.  They  appeared  well  satisfied,  and  I  t'XpK't 
to  baptize  them  in  a  few  days,  though  they  have  made  no 
request  of  the  kind.* 

Went  to  the  Council.  The  Presidency  arose  and  ad- 
journed. On  my  return  £lder  Boynton  observed  that  long 
Of  Debates  la  clebates  wore  bad.  I  repHed  that  it  was  gen- 
erally  the  case  that  too  much  altercation  was 
indulged  in  on  both  sides,  and  their  debates  protracted 
to  an  unprofitable  length. 

We  were  ealled  to  supper.  While  seated  at  table  we 
indulged  in  a  free  interchange  of  thought,  and  Bishop 
HopMfor  Whitney  observed  to  Bishop  Partridge  that 
zinn's  R«.  the  thought  had  just  occurred  to  his  mind  that 
deiuption.  perhaps  in  about  one  year  from  this  time  they 
might  be  seated  together  around  a tableon  the  land  of  Zion. 
My  wife  observed  she  hoped  it  might  be  the  ease,  that  not 
only  they,  but  the  rest  of  the  eomi)any  present,  might  be 
seated  around  her  table  on  that  land  of  promise.  The 
same  sentiment  was  reei})rocated  from  the  company 
around  the  table,  and  my  heart  responded,  Amen.  Gk>d 
grant  it,  I  ask  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

After  supper  I  went  to  the  High  Council  in  company 
with  my  wife  and  some  others  that  belonged  to  my  honse- 

Disorder  in  a  h®^^*  ^  soHcitod  to  tskc  a  Seat  with  the 
CoonoiiMMt-  Presidency  and  preside  on  a  trial  of  Sist(»r  KI- 
liot.  I  did  so.  My  mother  was  ealled  upon 
for  testimony,  and  Ix'gan  to  r«'hite  circumstances  that  had 
been  brought  before  the  Church  and  settled.    I  objected 

•  TlM  «ip6etellaB  mm  ftilisad  oa  the  iMt  day  of  Ootpber,  w^p,  W 
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to  such  teatimoxiy.  The  oomplainant.  Brother  William 
Bmithy  arose  and  acensed  me  of  invalidating  or  doubting 
my  mother's  testimony,  which  I  had  not  done,  nor  did  I 

desire  to  do  so.  1  told  him  he  was  out  of  order,  and  asked 
him  to  sit  down.  He  refused.  I  repeated  my  request. 
He  l>ecame  enra^2:ed.  I  finally  ordered  liim  to  sit  down. 
He  said  he  would  not,  unless  I  knocked  him  down.  I 
was  agitated  in  my  feelings  on  account  of  his  stubborn- 
ness, and  was  about  to  leave  the  house,  but  my  father 
requested  me  not  to  do  so.  I  oompliedi  and  the  house 
was  brought  to  order  after  mueh  debate  on  the  subject, 
and  we  proceeded  to  business. 

The  decision  of  the  Council  in  the  case  of  Brother  Elliot 
was,  *Hhat  the  complaint  was  not  without  foundation,  yet 
the  charge  has  not  been  fully  sustained,  but  he  has  acted 
injudiciously  and  brought  a  disgrace  upon  himself,  his 
daughter,  and  upon  this  Church,  because  he  ought  to  have 
trained  his  child  in  a  way  that  she  would  not  have  re- 
quired the  rod  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years."  Brother  Elliot 
made  his  confession  and  was  forgiven.  Sister  Elliot  con- 
fessed her  wrong  and  promised  to  do  better,  consequ«'ntIy 
the  Council  forgave  her.  And  they  were  both  restored  to 
fellowship. 

Friday^  30. — At  home.  Mr.  Francis  Porter,  from  Jef- 
ferson County,  New  York,  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  called  to  make  some  inquiry  about  AMethodiifa 
lands  m  this  place  (Eirtland),  whether  there  <S>?dmon^at 
were  any  valuable  farms  for  sale,  and  whether  ^irttami. 
a  member  of  our  Chiuvli  could  move  into  this  vicinity  and 
purchase  lands  and  enjoy  his  own  possessions  and  prop- 
erty without  making  them  common  stock.  He  had  been 
requested  to  make  this  inquiry  by  some  brethren  who  live 
in  the  town  of  Leroy,  New  York.  I  replied  that  1  had  a 
valuable  farm  joining  the  Temple  lot  I  would  sell,  and  that 
there  were  other  lands  for  sale  in  this  place,  and  that  we 
had  no  common  stock  business  among  us;  that  every  man 
^oys  his  own  property,  or  can,  if  he  is  disposed,  conse- 
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crate  liberally  or  illiberally  to  the  support  of  the  poor  and 
needy,  or  the  building  np  of  Zion.  He  also  inquired  how 
many  members  there  were  in  this  Chnrch.  I  told  him  there 
were  about  five  or  six  hundred  who  communed  at  our 

ohapel,  and  perhaps  a  thousand  in  this  vicinity. 

In  the  evening  I  was  presented  with  a  letter  from 
Brother  William  Smith,  the  purport  of  which  is,  that  ho 
is  (^piisured  1)V  tlu'  I)n4iir»'ii  on  aecoiint  of 

WilUam 

Smith's  Self-  what  took  phico  at  the  Council  last  uight,  and 
jQstifleatioa.  ^j^^  ^  havQ  the  matter  settled  to  the  un- 
derstanding of  all,  that  he  may  not  be  censored  unjnstly, 
considering  that  his  cause  was  a  just  one  and  that  he  had 
been  materially  injured.  I  replied  that  I  thought  we 
parted  with  the  l)est  of  feelings,  that  I  was  not  to  blame 
on  account  of  the  dissatisfaction  of  others.  I  invited  him 
to  call  and  talk  with  me,  and  that  I  would  talk  with  him 
in  the  spirit  of  meekness  and  give  him  all  the  satisfaction 
I  could.    This  reply  was  by  letter. 

Saturday  J  31, — ^In  the  morning  Brother  Hyrum  Smith 
came  in  and  said  he  had  been  much  troubled  all  night  and 

ujmm  Smith  '       Bomethiug  was  wroni?. 

•s  Peace-  While  talkin<2:,  Brother  William  Smith  camo 
in,  accordintr  to  my  request  last  niirht. 
Brother  Ilyrum  said  that  he  nuist  go  to  the  store,  i 
invited  him  to  stay.  He  said  he  would  go  and  do  his 
business  and  return.  He  did  so.  WMle  he  was  gone 
Brother  William  introduced  the  subject  of  our  diffi- 
culty at  the  Council.  I  told  him  I  did  not  want  to  con- 
verse upon  the  subject  until  Hyrum  returned.  He  soon 
came  in.  I  then  proposed  to  relate  the  occurrences  of  the 
Council  ])t'fore  named,  and  wheicin  1  had  been  out  of  the 
way  I  would  confess  it,  au<l  ask  his  forgiveness,  and  then 
he  should  relate  his  story,  and  make  confession  wherein 
he  had  done  wrong,  and  then  leave  it  to  Brother  Hyrum 
Smith  and  Brother  Parrish  to  decide  the  matter  between 
us,  and  I  would  agree  to  the  decision  and  be  satisfied 
therewith. 
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William  observed  that  he  had  not  done  wrong,  and 
that  I  was  always  determined  to  carry  my  points  whether 
ri^ht  or  wrong,  and  therefore  he  would  not  Rebellion 
stand  an  eqnal  chance  with  me.   This  was  an  of  wuuam 
insnlt,  but  I  did  not  reply  to  him  in  a  harsh 
manner,  knowing  his  excitalde  disposition,  but  tried  to 
r«»asc)n  with  him  and  show  him  the  proi)riety  of  a  eom- 
pliance  with  my  retpiest.    I  finally  succeeded,  with  the 
assistance  of  Brother  Hyrum,  in  obtaining  his  assent 
to  the  proposition  that  I  had  made.    I  then  related 
niy  story,  and  wherein  I  had  been  wrong  I  confessed 
it,  and  asked  his  forgiveness.     After  I  got  -throngh 
lie  made  his  statements,  justifying  himself  throughout  in 
transgi'essing  the  order  of  the  Council,  and  treating  the 
authority  of  the  Pn'^^i(liMi(\v  with  eoTitempt.   After  he  had 
got  through  Brother  Hyrum  began  to  make  some  remai'ks 
in  the  spirit  of  meekness.     He  (William)  became  en- 
raged. I  joined  Brother  Hyrum  in  trjring  to  calm  his 
stormy  feelings,  bnt  to  no  purpose,  he  insisted  that  we 
intended  to  add  abuse  to  injury,  his  passion  increased,  he 
arose  al»iui)tly,  declared  that  he  wanted  no  more  to  do 
Nvith  us.    He  rushed  out  at  the  door.    We  tried  to  prevail 
on  him  to  stop,  but  all  to  no  purpose.    He  went  away  in  a 
passion,  and  soon  after  sent  his  license  to  me.   He  went 
home  and  spread  the  leaven  of  iniquity  among  my  brothers, 
and  especially  prejudiced  the  mind  of  Brother  Sam- 
uel.  I  soon  learned  that  he  was  in  the  street  exclaiming 
against  me,  and  no  doubt  our  enemies  rejoiced  at  it. 
And  where  the  matter  will  end  I  know^  not,  but  I  i»ray 
God  to  foririve  him  and  them,  and  give  them  humility 
and  l  epentanee. 

The  feelings  of  my  heart  1  cannot  express  on  this  occa- 
sion, I  can  only  pray  my  Heavenly  Father  to  open  their 
eyes,  that  they  may  discover  where  they  stand,  that  they 
may  extricate  themselves  from  the  snare  they  have  fallen 
into. 

After  dinner  1  rode  out  in  company  with  my  wife  and 
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children,  Brother  Don  Carlos  and  some  otliers.  We  visited 
Brother  iioundy*  and  family,  who  live  near  Willoughby. 
viHit  to  Shad  We  had  an  interesting  visit.  As  soon  as  I  re- 
noh  Boandy.  tomed  I  was  Called  upon  to  baptise  Samnd 
Whitney  and  his  wife  and  daughter.  After  baptism  we 
retnmed  to  their  honse  and  offered  onr  thanks  in  prayer. 
I  obtained  a  testimony  that  niy  brother  William  wonld 
retni-n  to  the  Church,  and  repair  the  wrong  he  had  done. 

•  This  is  Sh«(irfti  h  Hiniinly  who  afterwards  became  prominpnt  in  Church  affairs. 
Ue  waa  bora  ia  Bockiugham,  Windham  Coantyt  Vermont,  January  1,  1789.  At 
twioty-flTv  ha  manied  B«toy  Quimby.  He  lint  heard  <rf  the  Qoepel  on  mowing 
from  VennoBt  to  Onondag*  Coonty,  New  York,  and  tai  Hm  Wiiiter  of  1830- 1  sought 
out  the  ProjAet,  then  rcsirHnp  at  Fnyettf.  Seneca Oonnty,  New  York.  After  hU 
fir8t  interview  he  was  buptizi-il;  and  Mibsequently  his  wife  and  all  his  childien  of 
8  ufiicient  age  received  the  UoKpel.  He  removed  with  the  New  York  Salnto  to 
Ohio,  eetttiaf  near  WlUooghhy,  where  the  Preset  freonently  Tiaited  him. 
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THE  MINIS  IKY  OF  THE  PROPHET  IN  KIBTLAND. 

Sunday  y  November  1; — ^Verily  ihtis  said  ^^^^^^^ 
tbe  Lord  unto  me,  flis  senrant,  Joseph  Re^^» 

Smith,  Jun. — 

JievefaMofi. 

• 

MiM  anger  it  IdndlMlagAuutmy  aerv«Dt  Reynolds  Cahooii,  beeanfo 
of  his  iniqiiitiM,  his  ooretmis  and  dishonest  prinoiples,  in  himself  and 
family,  and  he  doth  not  jnuge  them  away  and  set  his  house  in  order* 
Therefore,  if  he  repent  not,  chastisement  awaiteth  him,  even  as  it  seem- 
eth  good  in  my  sight,  therefore  go  and  declare  nuto  him  these  words. 

I  went  immediately  and  delivered  this  message  accord- 
ing as  the  Lord  commanded  me.  I  called  him  in,  and 
read  what  the  Lord  had  said  concerning  him.  He 
acknowledged  tiiat  it  was  verily  so,  and  expressed  mnch 
hnmility.  I  then  went  to  meeting.  Elder  John  Corrill 
preached  a  fine  discourse. 

In  the  afternoon  President  Phelps  contiinied  the  ser- 
vices of  the  day  by  reading  the  fifth  chapter  of  Matthew, 
also  the  laws  regulating  the  High  Council,  and  made  some 
remarks  upon  them,  after  which,  Sacrament  was  admin- 
istered. I  then  confirmed  a  number  who  had  been  bap- 
tiased,  and  blessed  a  number  of  children,  in  the  name  of 
Jeens  Christ,  with  the  blessings  of  the  New  and  Everlast- 
ing Covenant.  Notice  was  then  given  that  the  Elders' 
school  would  commence  on  the  morrow. 

Moridiui^  November  2. — I  was  engaged  in  regulating  the 
afi[airs  of  the  school,  after  which  I  had  my  team  prepared, 
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and  Sidney  Ki^^don,  Oliver  Cowdery,  Frederick  G.  Wil- 
liams, my  scribe,  and  a  number  of  others,  went  to 
Bflhooi  tor  Willoughby  to  hear  Dr.  Piexotto  deliver  a  lec- 
the  Elders  tare  Oil  the  theory  and  practice  of  physics. 
Opened.  Qalled  at  Mr.  Onshman's,  dined,  attended  the 
lectore.  Was  treated  with  great  respect  thronghont,  and 
returned  home. 

Lyman  Wight  anivod  from  Zion,  also  George  A.  and 
Lyman  Smith  returned  from  a  mission  to  the  east,  after 
an  absence  of  five  months.  The  question  was  asritated 
whether  Frederick  G.  Williams  or  Oliver  Cowdery  should 
go  to  New  York,  to  make  arrangements  respecting  a  book- 
bindery.  They  referred  the  matter  to  me  for  a  decision* 
And  thus  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  me,  saying— 

BeveldtioH. 

It  is  not  my  will  tbat  my  servant  Frederick  should  po  to  New  York, 
inasinnch  as  lie  wi-hos  to  i^o  and  visit  his  relations,  that  he  may  warn 
them  to  llee  the  wrath  to  oome,  lot  him  iro  and  see  them  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  let  that  be  his  only  business,  and  behold,  in  this  thin^.  he 
shall  be  blessed  with  power  to  overcome  their  prejudices,  verily  thus 
saith  llie  Lord.  Amen. 

Tuesday^  November  3. — Thnscame  the  word  of  the  Lord 
unto  me  concerning- the  Twelve,  saying — 

BeveUaUm  to  the  Ikoelve, 

Behold  they  are  under  condemnation,  because  they  have  not  been 
suilicieutly  humble  in  my  si^^ht,  and  in  consequence  of  their  covetous 
desires,  in  that  they  have  not  dealt  equally  witii  ea«ii  other  in  the 
diyision  of  the  moniea  which  eame  mto  their  hands,  nevertheleai,  aome 
of  them  dealt  equally,  therefore  they  shall  be  rewarded;  bat  eerily  I 
say  nnto  yoa,  they  must  all  hnmble  themaelyes  before  me,  before  they 
will  be  accounted  worthy  to  receive  an  endowment,  to  go  forth  in  my 
name  onto  all  nations. 

As  for  my  servant  William,  let  the  Eleven  hmnble  themaelvea  in 
prayer  and  in  faith,  and  wait  on  me  in  |>atience,  and  my  servant  William 
shall  return,  and  I  will  yet  make  him  a  polished  shaft  in  my  qoiver,  in 
bringing  down  the  wickedness  and  abominations  of  men;  and  there 
shall  be  none  miphtier  than  he,  in  lii-  day  and  generation,  nevertheless 
it  he  repent  not  speedily,  he  shall  be  brought  low.  and  shall  be  chastened 
sorely  for  all  his  iniquities  he  has  committed  against  me;  nevertheless 
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the  sin  which  be  has  sinned  aj?ainst  me  is  not  even  now  more  frrievous 
than  the  sin  with  which  niy  servfiTit  Davi<l  W,  Patten,  and  my  scrvurit 
Orson  Hyde,  and  my  servant  Williatn  E.  McLcllin  have  sinned  against 
me,  and  the  residue  are  not  suflieiciitly  humble  before  me. 

Behold  the  parable  which  I  s])ak*-  couceruing  a  man  havinpf  twelve 
sons:  for  what  man  amoup:you,  haviug  twelve  sons,  and  is  no  respecter 
of  them,  and  they  serve  him  obediently,  and  he  sailii  unto  one,  Be  thou 
elothed  in  robes,  and  sit  thou  here;  and  to  the  other,  Be  thou  clothed  iu 
rags,  and  sit  thou  there,  and  looketh  upon  his  sons,  and  saith,  I  am 
jnsfct  Te  will  wauww,  and  «ay,  no  mail;  and  ye  answer  truly;  there- 
fore, verily  thnaiaith  the  Lord  yonr  God,  I  appoint  these  Twelve  that 
they  should  be  eqoal  in  their  ministrj,  and  in  their  portion,  and  in  their 
evangelieal  riicfats;  wherefore  they  have  sinned  a  very  grievons  sin, 
inasmneh  as  they  have  made  themselves  nneqoal,  and  have  not  hearh- 
ened  nnto  my  voiee;  therefore,  let  them  repent  speedily,  and  prepare 
their  hearts  for  the  solemn  assembly,  and  for  the  great  day  which  is  to 
eome,  verily  thoa  saith  the  Lord.  Amen 

I  then  went  to  assist  in  organizing  the  Elders'  school. 
I  called  it  to  order  and  made  some  remarks  . 

■       -t  <■   .1  Object  of  the 

upon  the  object  of  this  school,  and  the  great  Ki<ier.' 
necessity  of  onr  rightly  improving  onr  time  ^' 

and  reining  up  onr  minds  to  the  sense  of  the  ^eat  object 
tliiit  lies  before  us,  viz— the  glorious  endpwmeut  that  God 
has  iu  store  for  the  faithful. 

I  then  dedicated  the  school  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

After  the  school  was  dismissed,  I  attended  a  patriarchal 
meeting  at  brother  Samuel  Smith's;  his  wife's  parents 
were  blessed,  also  his  child,  named  Susannah. 

In  the  evening  I  preached  in  the  school  house,  to  a 
crowded  con^j^re^ation . 

Wednesday,  Xovrmber  4. — At  home  in  the  morning. 
Attended  sehool  during  school  hours,  made  rapid  progress 
in  our  studies.  In  the  evening  lectured  on  grammar  at 
home.    King  Follet  arrived  from  Zion  this  day. 

Thursday  J  November  5.— AUended  school.  Isaac  Mor- 
ley  came  in  from  the  east. 

This  morning  I  was  called  to  visit  Thomas  Bnrdick, 
who  was  sick.    I  took  my  scribe  with  me,  and  we  prayed 
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for  and  laid  our  hands  on  him  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  rebuked  his  afiOiotion. 

William  £.  M'Lellin  and  Orson  Hyde  oama  in  and  de- 
sired to  hear  ^e  Revelation  conoeming  the  Twelve.  My 
inquiries  scribe  rcad  it  to  them.  They  expressed  some 
bI»v«u^  to  dissatisfaction,  but  after  ("xaiiiiiiinir  th»'ir 

flteTweiT«.  owji  hearts,  thoy  acknowledged  it  to  be  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  and  said  they  were  satisfied.  After 
school,  Brigham  Young  came  in,  and  desired  also  to  hear 
it  read ;  after  hearing  it,  he  appeared  perfectly  satisfied. 

In  the  evening  I  lectored  on  grammar. 

Fridaiff  November  At  home.  Attended  school  dur- 
ing school  hours,  retomed  and  spent  the  evening  at  home. 
n  „  I  was  this  moruiue:  introduced  to  a  man  Iroiu 

Kcneotions  on  - 

toeNatxiTc  of  the  east.  After  hearing  mv  name,  he  re- 
marked  that  I  was  nothmg  but  a  man,  indicat- 
ing by  this  expression,  that  he  had  supposed  that  a  per- 
son to  whom  the  Lord  should  see  fit  to  reveal  His  will, 
must  be  something  more  than  a  man.  He  seemed  to  have 
forgotten  the  saying  that  fell  from  the  lips  of  St.  James, 
that  Elias  was  a  man  subject  to  like  passions  as  we  are, 
yet  he  had  such  power  with  God,  that  He,  iu  answer  to 
his  prayers,  shut  the  heavens  that  they  gave  no  rain  for 
the  space  of  three  years  and  six  months;  and  again,  in 
answer  to  his  prayer,  the  heavens  gave  forth  rain,  and 
the  earth  gave  forth  fruit.  Indeed,  such  is  the  darluiess 
and  ignorance  of  this  generation,  that  they  look  upon  it 
as  incredible  that  a  man  should  have  any  intercourse  with 
his  Maker. 

Isaac  Morley  Saturday  J  November  7. — Spent  the  day  at 
Partrfd^*^  home  attending to  my  domestic  concerns.  The 
ConmeDM.    ^Q^d  o£  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying — 

BeteUaion, 

Behold,  I  am  well  pleased  with  my  aenrant  Iiaae  Mori^,  and  my 
servant  Bdwaid  Partridge,  beeanse  of  the  integrity  of  their  hearts  in 
laboring  in  my  vineyard,  for  the  salvation  of  the  sonhi  of  men.  Verily 
I  si^nnto  yon,  their  shis  are  forgiven  them;  thereftwe  say  nnto  them, 
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in  my  name,  that  it  is  my  will  that  they  should  twry  for  a  Uttle  ooaaon, 
and  attend  the  sehool,  and  alio  the  lolenm  aaaembly,  for  a  wiae  pnr- 
poae  in  me.  Even  so.  Amen. 

Sunday,  November  8, — Went  to  meeting  in  the  morning 
at  the  nsoal  hour.   Zerabbabel  Snow  preached  a  very  in- 
teresting'discourse;  in  the  afternoon  Joseph  The  case  of 
Toting  preached.   After  preaching,  Isaac  Hill 

came  forward  to  make  some  remarks  by  way  of  con- 
fession. He  had  previously  been  excommunicated  from 
the  Chm'ch  for  lying,  and  for  an  uttcmi)t  to  .seduce  a 
female.  His  confession  was  not  satisfactory  to  my  mind, 
and  John  Smith  arose  and  made  some  remarks  respecting 
the  doings  of  the  High  Council,  in  the  case  of  said  Hill; 
that  is,  that  he  should  make  a  public  confession  of  his 
crime,  and  have  it  published  in  the  Messenger  and  Advo- 
cate. He  proposed  that  Mr.  Hill  should  now  make  his 
confession  before  the  congregation,  and  then  immediately 
observed  that  he  had  forgiven  Mr.  Hill,  which  was  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  sentiment  he  first  advanced.  This  1  at- 
tributed to  an  error  in  judgment,  not  in  design. 

President  Bagdon  then  arose,  and  very  abruptly  mili- 
tated against  the  sentiment  of  Uncle  John,  which  had  a 
direct  tendency  to  destroy  his  influence,  and  bring  him 
Into  disrepute  in  the  eyes  of  the  Church,  which  was  not 
right.  He  also  misrepresented  Mr.  Hill's  case,  and  spread 
darkness  rather  than  light  npon  the  sulgect. 

A  vote  of  the  Church  was  then  called  on  Brother  Hill's 
case,  and  he  was  restored  without  any  further  confession, 
vis.,  that  he  shoald  be  received  into  the  Church  by  bap- 
tism, which  was  administered  accordingly. 

After  I  returned  home,  I  labored  with  Uncle  John, 
and  convinced  him  that  he  was  wrong;  and 
he  made  his  confession,  to  mv  satisfaction.  Pwphetwith 
I  then  went  and  labored  with  President  Rig- 
don,  and  succeeded  in  convincing  him  also  of  his  error, 
which  he  confessed  to  my  satisfaction. 


Digitized  by  Google 


3(M  HISIOBY  OF  THE  CHUilGH.  (A.  a  UK 

The  word  of  the  Lord  eanie  unto  me,  saying,  that  Pres- 
ident Phelps  and  President  J -lin  Whitmer  were  under 
condemnation  before  the  Lord  for  their  errors.  For 
which  they  made  satisfaction  the  same  day. 

I  also  took  up  a  labor  with  John  Oorrill,  for  not  par* 
takinc:  of  the  Sacrament;  he  made  his  confession.  Also 
uiy  wife,  for  leaving  the  meeting  before  SjKi'rament;  she 
made  no  ivply,  but  nuuiitested  contrition  by  weopiiiir. 

Motiday^  November  9. — After  breakfast,  Mary  Wliiteher 
came  in  and  ^\ished  to  see  me.  I  granted  her  request. 
Case  of  Mary  S^^^  ^  relation  of  her  grievances^  which 
wbiteiier.  ^  Unfathomable  at  present,  and  if  true,  sore 
indeed;  and  I  pray  my  Heavenly  Fattier,  to  brinicthe 
truth  of  the  case  to  light,  that  the  reward  due  to  evil 
doers  may  be  given  them,  and  that  the  afflicted  and  op- 
pressed may  be  delivered. 

While  sitting  in  my  house,  between  ten  and  eleven  tliis 
moruing,  a  man  came  in  and  introduced  himself  to  me  by 
Jothiw  the  name  of   Joshua,  the  Jewish  Minister.'' 

Jewbh'itiiiti-  His  appearance  was  something  singular,  hav- 
ing a  beard  about  three  inches  in  length, 
quite  grey;  also  his  hair  was  long  and  considerably 
silvered  with  age ;  I  thought  him  about  tifty  or  fifty-five 
years  old;  tall,  straight,  slender  built,  of  thin  visage,  blue 
eyes,  and  fan-  eoujplexion;  wore  a  sea-green  frock  eoat 
and  pautaloous,  black  fur  hat  with  narrow  brim;  and, 
while  speaking,  frequently  shut  his  eyes,  with  a  scowl  on 
his  countenance.  I  made  some  inquiry  after  his  name, 
but  received  no  definite  answer.  We  soon  commenced 
talking  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and,  after  I  had  made 
some  remarks  concerning  the  Bible,  I  commenced  giving 
him  a  relation  of  the  eireumstanees  connected  with  the 
coming  forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  as  recorded  in  the 
former  |)art  of  this  history. 

While  1  was  relating  a  brief  history  of  the  establishmeLt 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  the  last  days,  Joshua  seemed  to 
be  highly  entertamed.   When  I  had  closed  my  narration, 
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I  obsenred  that  the  hour  of  worship  and  dimier  had  ar- 
rived, and  invited  him  to  tarry,  to  which  he  consented. 
After  dinner,  the  conversation  was  resumed,  and  Joshua 
prooei'ded  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  prophecies,  as 
follows — ^he  observed  that  he  was  aware  that  I  could  bear 
Stronger  meat  than  many  otherSi  therefore  he  should  open 
his  mind  the  more  freely; 

The  Doetrimet  of  **Jo§hua  the  Jewith  Jfttiiffer.'* 
Daniel  has  told  us  that  he  is  to  stand  in  his  proper  lot,  in  the  latter 
days;  aooording  to  his  vliioB  he  had  a  fight  to  dml  it  np,  and  also  to 
open  it  again  after  many  days,  or  in  h^er  times.  Daniel's  image, 
whose  head  was  gold,  and  body,  arms,  legs  and  feet,  were  eomposed  of 
the  different  materials  deeeribed  in  his  vision,  represents  different  gor- 
emments.  The  golden  head  was  to  represent  Nehnehadnessar,  King 
of  Babylon;  the  other  parts,  other  kings  and  forms  of  goyeniments 
which  I  shall  not  now  mention  in  detail,  but  confine  my  remarks  more 
particnlariy  to  the  feet  of  the  image.  The  policy  of  the  wicked  spirit 
ia  to  separate  what  God  has  joined  together,  and  unite  what  He  has 
aeparated,  which  the  devil  has  succeeded  in  doing  to  admiration  in  the 
present  state  of  society,  which  is  like  unto  iron  and  clay. 

There  is  confusion  in  all  thin«r.s,  both  political  and  religrions;  and 
notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  that  are  made  to  bring  about  a  union, 
society  remains  disunited,  and  all  attempts  to  unite  it  are  as  fruitless 
as  to  attempt  to  unite  iron  and  clay.  Tlu;  fei  t  of  the  inia^e  are  the  gov- 
ernment of  these  United  States.  Other  nations  and  kingdoms  are  look- 
ing? up  to  her  for  an  example  of  union,  freedom,  and  e<|ual  rights,  and 
therefore  worship  her  as  Daniel  saw  in  the  vision;  although  they  ars 
beginning  to  lose  confidence  in  her,  seeing  the  broils  and  discord  that 
rise  on  her  political  and  religions  horizon.  This  image  is  charaoter- 
istie  of  all  governments. 

We  shonid  leare  Babylon*  Twenty-foor  hours  of  improvement 
new,  are  worth  as  mneh  as  a  year  a  hundred  years  ago.  The  spirits  of 
the  Cithers  that  were  eat  down,  or  those  that  were  under  the  altar,  are 
now  rising;  this  is  the  first  resuireotion.  The  Elder  that  falls  first  will 
rise  last.  We  should  not  form  any  opinion  only  for  the  present,  and 
leave  the  result  of  futarity  with  God.  I  have  risen  up  out  of  obscurity, 
but  was  looked  up  to  in  temporal  things  when  but  a  youth.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  Gk>d  should  give  us  all  things  in  His  first  commission  to 
us,  but  in  His  second.  John  saw  the  angel  deliver  the  Gospel  in  the 
last  days.  The  small  lights  that  God  hno  eiven  are  sufficient  to  lead  US 
out  of  Babylon;  when  we  get  out,  we  shaii  have  the  greater  light. 

I  told  Joshua  I  did  not  understand  his  remarks  on  the 
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resurrection,  and  wished  him  to  exphiin.  He  replied  that 
he  did  not  feel  impressed  by  the  Spirit  to  unfold  it  further 
at  present,  but  perhaps  he  might  at  some  future  time. 

I  then  withdrew  to  transact  some  business  with  a  gentle- 
man who  had  called  to  see  me,  when  Joshua  informed  my 

.  ,  scribe  that  he  was  bom  in  Cambridge,  Wash- 
Additional        .  ,  ,1    X  M 

Views  of       ington  County,  New  York.    He  says  that  aU 

the  railroads,  canals,  and  other  improvements 
are  projected  by  the  spirits  of  the  resurrection.  The 
silence  spoken  of  by  »Iohn  the  Kevelator,  which  is  to  be  in 
heaven  for  the  space  of  half  au  horn*,  is  between  1830 
and  1851,  during  which  time  the  judgments  of  God  will 
be  poured  out,  after  that  time  there  will  be  peace. 

Curiosity  to  see  a  man  that  was  reputed  to  be  a  Jew, 
caused  many  to  call  during  the  day,  and  more  particularly 
in  the  evening. 

Siisjiicions  were  entertained  that  the  said  Joshua  Wiis 
the  noted  Matthias  of  New  York,  si>oken  so  much  of  in 
aiatthiaa  not  thc  public  priuts,  on  account  of  tlie  trials  he 
Joshua.  endured  in  that  place,  before  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, for  murder,  man-slaughter,  contempt  of  com*t,  whip- 
ping his  daughter,  etc. ;  for  the  last  two  crimes  he  was 
imprisoned,  and  came  out  about  four  months  since.  After 
some  equivocating,  he  confessed  that  he  really  was  Matthias. 

After  supper  I  i)roposed  that  he  should  deliver  a  lecture 
to  us.    He  did  so,  sitting  in  his  chair. 

lie  commenced  by  saying,  God  said,  let  there  be  light, 
and  there  was  light,  which  he  dwelt  upon  throughout  his 
discourse.  He  made  some  very  excellent  remarks,  but  his 
mind  was  evidently  filled  with  darkness. 

After  the  congregation  dispersed,  he  conversed  freely 
upon  the  circumstances  that  occurred  in  New  York.  His 
name  is  Robert  Matthias.  He  says  that  Joshua  is  his 
priestly  name.  During  all  this  time  T  did  not  contradict 
his  sentiments,  wishing  to  di'avv  out  ail  that  I  could  con- 
cerning his  faith. 

Mr.  Beaman,  of  New  York,  came  to  ask  advice  of  me 
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whether  or  not  he  had  better  purchase  lauds  in  this  vi- 
einity,  as  he  ooold  not  arrange  his  bosiness  to  go  to  Mis- 
Bonri  next  spring.  I  advised  him  to  come  here  and  settle 
until  he  eonld  move  to  Zion. 

Tuesdai/,  N&vember  10. — resumed  conversation  with 
Matthias,  and  desired  him  to  euli-iueii  mv  ^, 

'  '      Matthias  Dis- 

mind  more  on  his  views  respecting  the  resur-    missed  by  the 

Pioplwtt 

rertioii. 

fie  said  that  he  posessed  the  spirit  of  his  fathers,  that 
he  was  a  hteral  descendant  of  Matthias,  the  Apostle,  who 
was  chosen  in  the  place  of  Judas  that  fell;  that  his  spirit 
was  resurrected  in  him;  and  that  this  was  the  way  or 
scheme  of  eternal  life — ^this  transmigration  of  soul  or 
spirit  from  father  to  son. 

I  told  him  that  his  doctrine  was  of  the  devil,  that  he 
\va<  ill  roality  in  possession  of  a  wicked  and  depraved 
spirit,  although  ho  professed  to  be  the  Spirit  of  truth  it- 
self; and  he  said  also  that  he  possessed  the  soul  of  Christ. 

He  tarried  until  Wednesday,  11th,  when,  after  break- 
fast, I  told  him,  that  my  God  told  me,  that  his  god  was 
the  devil,  and  I  could  not  keep  him  any  longer,  and  he 
must  depart.  And  so  J,  for  once,  cast  out  the  devil  in 
bodily  shape,  and  I  believe  a  murderer. 

Attended  school  during  school  hours.  Spent  the  even- 
iiv^  arouud  my  fireside,  teaching  my  family  grannnar. 
It  commenced  snowing  this  afternoon;  wind  very  heavy. 

Thursday^  Aiwcm^  1-8.— Attended  school  again  during 
school  hours;  rain  and  snow  still  falling,  about  one  inch 
in  depth  and  wind  very  heavy;  the  weather  Theirophet« 
extremely  unpleasant.  The  laborers  who  were  weeunj  witii 
finishing  the  outside  of  the  chapel,  were 
obliged  to  break  off  from  their  l)usiness  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  storm,  on  the  11  th  instant. 

This  evening,  at  6  o'clock,  met  with  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve,  by  their  request.  Nine  of  them  were  present. 
CooncU  opened  by  singing  and  prayer.  And  I  made  some 
remarks  as  follows — 
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I  am  happy  in  the  enjoj  iiieut  of  this  opportunity  of  meeting^  with  thi« 
Council  on  this  occasion.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
is  here,  and  I  am  satisfied  with  all  the  brethren  present;  and  I  nt-ed  not 
say  that  you  have  my  utmost  confidence,  and  that  I  intend  to  uphold 
yon  to  the  uttermost,  for  I  am  well  aware  that  yoa  have  to  sustain  my 
ehaiaeter  agaiiift  the  Tila  eatumniii  and  npfoadiM  of  fliis  ungodly 
generation,  and  that  yon  delight  in  lo  d<^ng> 

Darkneea  preTail  eat  thia  time  aa  it  did  at  the  time  Jeans  Gliriat  was 
abont  to  he  omeiiled.  The  powers  of  darkness  strove  to  obaeore  tlM 
i^oriona  Son  of  rightoosnesa,  tiiat  began  to  dawn  npon  the  world,  and 
was  soon  to  bust  in  great  blessings  npon  the  heads  of  the  faithftil;  and 
let  me  toll  yon,  brethren,  that  great  blessings  await  ns  at  this  time,  and 
will  soon  be  poured  ont  npon  as,  if  we  are  dsithfol  in  all  things,  for  wa 
are  even  entitled  to  greater  spiritual  blessings  than  they  were,  because 
they  had  Christ  in  person  with  them,  to  inatmet  them  in  the  great  plan 
o£  salvation.  His  personal  presence  we  ham  not,  therefom  we  hava 
need  of  |p*eater  faith,  on  account  of  our  peculiar  circumstanceai  asd  I 
am  determined  to  do  all  that  I  can  to  uphold  you,  although  I  may  dO 
many  things  inadvertently  that  are  not  right  in  the  si^ht  of  God. 

You  want  to  know  many  things  that  are  before  you,  that  you  may 
know  how  to  prepare  yourselves  for  the  j^reat  things  that  God  is  about 
to  bring  to  pass.  But  there  is  one  great  deficiency  or  obstruction  in 
the  way,  that  deprives  us  of  the  greater  blessings;  and  in  order  to  make 
the  foundation  of  this  Church  complete  and  permanent,  we  must  re- 
move this  obstruction,  which  is,  to  attend  to  certain  duties  that  we  have 
not  as  yet  attended  to.  I  supposed  I  had  established  this  Church  on  a 
permanent  foundation  when  I  went  to  Missouri,  and  indeed  I  did  so,  tot 
if  I  had  been  taken  away,  it  would  have  been  enough,  but  I  yet  liva, 
and  therefore  Qod  requires  more  at  my  hands.  The  item  to  whieh  I 
wish  the  more  partieularly  to  call  your  attention  to-night,  ia  the  ordia- 
anee  of  washing  of  feet.  This  we  haye  not  doneasyet,  but  it  is  neeessaij 
now,  as  much  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  the  Savior;  and  we  must  have  a 
plaoe  prepared,  that  we  may  attend  to  this  ordinaaee  aside  from  tba 
world. 

We  have  not  desired  as  much  from  the  hand  of  the  Lord  through 
faith  and  obedience,  as  we  ought  to  have  done,  yet  we  have  enjoyed 
great  blessings,  and  we  are  not  so  sensible  of  this  as  we  should  be. 
When  or  where  has  God  suffered  one  of  the  witnesses  or  first  Elders  of 
this  Church  to  fall?  Never,  and  no  where.  Amidst  all  the  calamities 
and  judgments  that  have  befallen  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  His 
almighty  arm  has  sustained  us,  men  and  devils  have  raged  and  spent 
their  malice  iu  yain.    We  must  have  all  things  prepared,  and  call  our 
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■oleinii  aiMmbly  tm  the  Lord  haseommaiidecl  vs,  that  we  may  be  able 
to  aeeomiiUab  Hie  great  woilc,  and  it  nract  be  done  in  God's  own  waj. 
Tho  honae  of  tbe  Loid  moat  be  prepaied,  and  the  aolemn  aaaambly 
eaUed  and  orsaniaed  in  it,  accordinfl^  to  the  order  of  the  house  of  Qod; 
and  in  it  we  mast  attend  to  the  ordinance  of  washing  of  feet.  It  waa 
never  intended  for  any  but  ofBoial  members.  It  is  calculated  to  unite 
our  hearts,  that  we  may  bo  one  in  feelini^  and  sentiment,  and  that  oor 
faith  may  be  strong,  to  that  Satan  cannot  overthrow  na,  nor  have  any 
power  over  us  hiTe. 

The  endowment  you  are  so  anxious  about,  yon  cannot  comprehend 
now,  nor  could  Gabriel  explain  it  to  the  undenstandini;  of  your  dark 
minds;  but  strive  to  be  prepared  in  your  hearts,  be  faithful  in  all  things^ 
that  when  we  meet  in  the  solcnm  assembly,  that  is, when  such  as  God  shall 
name  out  of  all  the  otlicial  members  shall  meet,  we  must  be  clean  every 
whit.  Let  us  be  faithful  and  silent,  brethren,  and  if  God  gives  you  a  man- 
ifestation, keep  it  toyonraelves;  be  watchful  and  prayerful,  and  you  shall 
have  n  pndnde  of  these  joys  that  Ood  will  ponr  ont  on  that  day.  Do  not 
wateh  tor  biquity  in  each  other,  if  you  do  you  will  not  get  an  endowment* 
for  Ood  will  not  bestow  it  on  sneh.  But  if  we  are  faithful,  and  live  by 
erery  word  that  proceeds  forth  from  the  mouth  of  God,  I  will  ▼enture . 
to  prophesy  that  we  shall  get  a  blessing  that  will  be  worth  remember- 
ing, if  we  should  live  as  long  as  John  the  ReveUtor;  our  blessings  will 
be  iueh  as  we  have  not  realized  before,  nor  reoeived  in  this  generation* 
The  order  of  the  house  o?  God  has  been,  and  ever  will  be,  the  same,  even 
after  Christ  comee;  and  after  the  termination  of  the  thousand  years  it 
will  be  the  same;  and  we  shall  finally  enter  into  the  celestial  Kingdom 
of  God,  and  enjoy  it  forever. 

You  need  an  endowment,  brethren,  in  order  that  you  may  be  prepared 
and  able  to  overcome  all  thiuf^s;  and  those  that  reject  your  testimony 
will  be  damned.  The  sick  will  he  healed,  the  lame  made  to  walk,  the 
deaf  to  hear,  and  the  blind  to  see,  through  your  instnimentalitr.  But 
let  me  tell  you,  that  you  will  not  have  power,  after  the  erulnwnierit  to 
heal  those  that  have  not  faith,  nor  to  benetit  them,  for  you  riiij^ht  as 
well  expect  to  benefit  a  devil  in  hell  as  such  as  are  possessed  <»f  his 
spirit,  and  are  willing  to  keep  it;  for  they  are  habitations  for  devils, 
and  only  fit  for  his  society.  Bat  when  you  are  endowed  and  prepared 
to  preaeh  the  Gospel  to  all  nations,  kindred,  and  tongues,  in  their  own 
langaagei,  yon  must  faithfully  warn  all,  and  bind  up  the  testimony, 
and  seal  np  the  law,  and  the  destroying  angel  will  follow  close  at  your 
heels,  and  exercise  his  tremendous  mission  upon  the  children  of  dis- 
obedience; and  destroy  the  workers  of  iniquity,  while  the  Saints  will 
be  gathered  ont  from  among  them,  and  stand  in  holy  places  ready  to 
meet  the  Bridegroom  when  he  comes. 
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I  feel  disposed  to  speak  a  few  words  more  to  you,  my  brethren,  eon- 
oOTning  the  endowniMit:  All  who  are  prepared,  and  are  soffleiMitly  pure 
to  abide  the  presenee  of  the  Bavior,  will  see  Him  in  the  solemn  assembly. 

Tho  brethren  expressed  their  gratitieatiou  for  the  in- 
structiou  I  had  given  them.  We  then  closed  by  prayer, 
when  I  returned  home  and  retired  to  rest. 


t 
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GHAPTEB  XXm. 

THB  MINIBTBT  OF  THB  FBOPHBT  IN  KIBTLAND. 

Friday,  November  i^.— Attended  school  dnring  school 
hours:  after  school,  returned  home.   Mr.  Messenger,  a 

Universalist  minister,  of  Rainbridge,  ( 'lieiiaii^ro  ^ 

XT         A'     1  •  ,  Thi^  visit  of 

countv,  New  ^ork,  came  iii  to  make  some    Mr.  Mea- 
inquiries  about  ilezekiah  Peek's  family.  We 
entered  into  conversation  upon  religious  subjects,  and 
went  to  President  KigdonVs  and  spent  the  evening  in 
conversation.  We  preached  the  Gospel  to  hiro,  and  bore 
testimony  of  what  we  had  seen  and  heard. 

He  attempted  to  raise  some  objections,  bnt  the  force  of 
truth  bore  him  down,  and  he  was  silent,  although  unbe- 
lieving^'. 

I  returned  home  and  retired  to  rest. 
Saturday  f  14. — Thus  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto 
me,  saying: 

HtwluHoft  to  WufTCH  Pmritht 

Vorily  thus  saith  the  I^ord  unto  my  .servant  Joseph,  concerning  my 
servant  Warren  Parrish.  Behold  his  sins  are  forgiven  him,  because  of 
his  desires  to  do  the  works  of  ritrhteou>ness.  Therefore,  inasmucli  as 
he  will  continue  to  hearken  unto  my  voice,  he  shall  be  blessed  with  wis- 
dom, and  with  a  sound  mind,  even  above  bis  fellows.  Behold,  it  shall 
come  to  pass  in  bis  day,  that  lie  aball  see  great  things  show  forth  them- 
•eliret  unto  my  people;  he  shall  see  much  of  my  aneient  records,  and 
■hall  know  of  hidden  things,  and  shall  be  endowed  with  a  knowledge  of 
hidden  languages;  and  if  he  desire  and  -shall  seek  it  at  my  bands,  be 
shall  be  privileged  with  writing  mnch  of  my  word,  as  a  scribe  nnto  me 
for  the  benefit  of  my  people;  therefore  this  shall  be  his  calling  nntil  I 
shall  order  it  otherwise  in  my  wisdom,  and  it  shall  be  said  of  him  in 
time  to  eome,  Behold  Warren,  the  Lord's  scribe  for  the  Lord's  Seer, 
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whom  He  hath  appointed  in  Israel.  Therefore,  if  he  will  keep  my  ooift- 
mandmenti,  he  ahall  be  lifted  up  at  the  last  day.  Btch  to.  AmeiL. 

This  afternoon,  Erastns  Holmes,  of  Newfonry,  Ohio, 
,        ^      called  on  me  to  inqnire  about  the  establish- 

Inquiries  by  «    .  ,  i        «     .     a        .    i  • 

Era^         ment  of  the  (  huich,  and  to  be  ustracted  in 
doctriue  mon^  perfectly. 

I  gave  him  a  l)rief  relation  of  my  experience  while  in 
my  juvenile  years,  say  from  six  years  old  up  to  the  time  1 
received  my  first  vision,  which  was  when  I  was  about  four- 
teen years  old;  also  the  revelations  that  I  received  after- 
wards  concerning  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  a  short  aoooioiit 
of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Church  up  to  this  date. 

He  listened  very  attentively,  and  seemed  highly  gratified, 
and  intends  to  unite  with  the  Church. 

On  Sabbath  morning,  ir)th,  he  went  with  me  to  meeting, 
which  was  held  in  the  schoolhouse,  as  the  plastering  of 
the  chapel  was  not  yet  finished. 

President  Bigdon  preached  on  the  subject  of  men  be- 
ing called  to  preach  the  <^k>spel,  their  qualifications,  etc. 
We  had  a  fine  discourse,  it  was  very  interesting  indeed. 
Mr.  Holmes  was  well  satisfied,  and  returned  and  dined 
with  me.  Said  Ilolnies  has  been  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist chureh,  and  was  exconnnunieated  for  receiving  the 
Elders  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  into  his  house. 

Went  to  meeting  in  the  afternoon.  Before  partaking 
of  the  Sacrament,  Isaac  Hill's  case  was  agitated  again, 
and  settled  after  much  controversy.  He  was  retained  in  the 
Church,  by  making  a  humble  acl^owledgement  before  the 
Church,  and  consenting  to  have  his  confession  published 
in  tlie  Mi'ssciKjer  (uid  Adrorate;  after  which  the  ordinance 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  administered,  and  the  meeting 
closed  late.    Returned  home  and  spent  the  evening. 

Monday  16, — ^At  home.  Dictated  the  following  letter 
for  publication  in  the  Messenger  and  Advocate.* 

*  TbiH  refers  to  tho  I'rcpli)  r>  ^I'cond  commtmieatioii  to  the  JfM4<Nf«r  and  ^tf 
voeate  and  will  be  fouuU  at  paf e  25'J  et  seq. 
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The  same  day,  I  received  a  letter  from  in,^^^^^,^ 
Harvey  Wbiiloek,  of  which  the  following  is  a  Hnrvej  wut- 

"  *  lock. 

copy—- 

Harvey  Whitlock's  Letter. 

Dear  8ir. — Having  a  few  leisure  moments,  I  have  at  last  concluded 
to  do  what  my  own  judgment  has  lonp  dictated  would  be  ri^^ht,  but  the 
allurements  of  many  vices  have  lonp:  retarded  the  hand  that  would  wield 
tho  pon  to  make  intelligent  the  conimunieation  that  I  wish  to  send  to 
you;  and  even  now,  that  ambition,  which  is  a  prevailing  and  predomi- 
nant principle  among  the  great  mass  of  natural  nit  n,  forbids  that  plain- 
ness of  sentiment  with  which  I  wish  to  write;  for  know  assuredly,  sir, 
to  yoa  I  wUh  to  unbosom  my  feeliDt:s,  and  unveil  the  secrets  of  my 
heart,  as  before  the  omnisoieiit  Judge  of  all  tbe  ettth.  Be  not  sarprised, 
wImb  I  deelaxe  unto  you,  as  the  Spirit  will  bear'reooid,  that  my  faith  ia 
flrm  and  mishalDBii  in  the  things  of  the  ererlasting  Gospel,  as  it  is  pro- 
alaimed  by  the  serfints  of  the  Latter-day  Saints. 

Dear  Brother  Joseph,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,)  when  I 
eonsider  the  happy  times,  and  peaeef  ol  moments,  and  pleasant  seasons 
I  httfe  eojoyed  with  yon  and  this  people,  oontrasted  with  my  now  de- 
graded state;  together  with  the  high  and  important  station  I  have  held 
before  Ood,  and  the  abyss  into  whieh  I  have  fallen— it  is  a  subject  that  , 
swells  my  heart  too  big  for  utteranee,  and  I  am  overwhelmed  with  feel- 
ings that  language  cannot  express.  As  I  desire  to  know  the  will  of 
God  concerning  me,  and  believing  it  is  my  duty  to  make  known  unto 
you  my  real  situation,  I  shall  dispassionately  proceed  to  give  a  true  and 
untarnished  relation. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  in  former  times  I  have  preaclied  the  word,  and 
endeavored  to  be  instant  in  season,  and  out  of  season — to  reprove^ 
rebuke,  exhort,  and  faithfully  to  discharge  that  trust  reposed  in  me. 
But  oh!  with  what  f^rief,  and  lamentable  sorrow,  and  anguish,  do  I  have 
to  relate  that  I  have  fallen  from  that  princely  station  whereunto  our  Ood 
has  called  me.  Reasons  why  are  unnecessary,  may  the  fact  suffice,  and 
believe  me  when  I  tell  you,  that  I  have  snnk  msrself  (since  my  last  sepa- 
ration from  this  body)  in  erimes  of  the  deepest  dye.  And  that  I  may 
the  better  enable  yon  to  understand  what  my  real  sins  are,  I  will  men- 
tion (althongh  pride  forbids  it)  some  that  I  am  not  goilty  of.  My  hands 
hftTe  not  been  stained  with  innocent  blood,  neither  have  I  lain  ooaehed 
aronnd  the  cottages  of  my  fellow  men,  to  seise  and  carry  oft  the  booty; 
nor  have  I  slandered  my  neighbor,  nor  borne  false  testimony,  nor 
taken  unlawful  hire,  nor  oppressed  the  widow  or  fatherless,  neither 
have  I  persecuted  the  Saints.  But  my  bands  are  swift  to  do  iniquity, 
and  my  feet  are  fast  ronning  in  the  paths  of  vice  and  folly,  and  my 
heart  is  quick  to  derise  wicked  imaginations;  nevertheless,  I  am  im> 
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pressed  with  the  snre  thought  that  I  am  fast  hastening  into  a  world  of 
disembodied  beings,  withont  God,  and  with  but  one  hope  in  the  worldt 
which  is  to  know  that  to  err  is  human,  but  to  forpive  is  divine. 

Murh  I  might  say  in  relation  to  myself,  and  the  original  difficulties 
with  the  Church,  but  I  will  forboar;  and  inasmuch  as  I  have  been 
charged  with  thinpfs  that  I  am  not  guilty  of,  I  am  now  more  than  douMy 
guilty,  and  am  now  willinir  to  forgive  and  forget,  only  let  uw.  know 
that  I  am  within  the  reach  of  mercy.  If  I  am  not,  I  have  no  reflections 
to  cast,  but  say  that  I  have  sealed  my  own  doom,  and  pronounced  my 
own  sentence.  If  the  day  is  passed  by  with  me,  may  I  here  b<  g  leave 
to  entreat  of  those  who  are  still  toiling  up  the  rugged  ascent,  to  lu&ke 
their  way  to  the  realms  of  endless  felicity  and  delight,  to  stop  not  for 
anehon  here  below,  follow  not  my  example,  bnl  steer  theur  eourse  o»> 
ward  in  spite  of  all  the  oombined  powers  ef  earth  and  beQ,  for  know 
that  one  misstep  here  is  only  retrievable  by  a  thoosMd  groaiis  and 
tears  before  Qod. 

Dear  Brother  Joseph,  let  me  entreat  yon,  on  the  rseeption  of  thin 
letter,  as  yon  regard  the  salTation  of  my  sonl,  to  inqnire  «t  the  hand  of 
the  Lord,  in  my  behalf;  for  I  thia  day,  in  the  pvesenee  of  God,  do  oove- 
nant  to  abide  the  word  that  may  be  given,  for  I  am  wiUingf  to  ttOBkf 
any  ehaatisement  that  the  Lord  sees  I  deserve.  Now  hear  my  prayer, 
and  suffer  me  to  break  forth  in  the  agony  of  my  soul.  0  ye  angels!  that 
surround  the  throne  of  God,  princes  of  heaven  that  excel  in  strength, 
ye  who  are  clothed  with  transcendent  brightness,  plead,  0  plead  for 
one  of  tlu'  most  wretched  of  the  sons  of  men.  O  ye  heavens!  whose 
azuro  an-hfs  rise  immensely  high,  and  stretch  immeasurably  wide — 
grand  ainphit hratre  of  nature,  throne  of  the  Eternal  God,  bow  to  hfar 
the  prayer  of  a  poor,  wretched,  bewildered,  way -wanderer  to  eternity. 
0!  Thou  great  omnipotent  and  omnipresent  .leliovahl  Thou  who  sittest 
upon  the  throne,  before  whom  all  things  are  present:  Thou  maker,  moul- 
der, and  fashioner  of  all  things  visible  and  invisible,  breathe,  O  brt  athe 
into  the  ears  of  Thy  servant  the  Prophet,  words  suitably  adapted  to  my 
case  and  situation.  Speak  ones  more,  make  known  Thy  will  eoDestniag 
me;  whioh  favors  I  ask  in  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God.  Amen. 

Tonrs  respeetftilly,. 

Habtst  Wbixlock. 

To  Joseph  Smith. 

N.B. — hope  yon  will  not  let  any  business  prevent  yon  fkom  answai^ 
ing  this  letter  in  haste. 

I  answered  as  follows: 

KiBTLAND,  November  10,  1835. 
Dbotrib  Habvbt  Wuitlock— I  have  reeeived  yonr  letter  of  the  28lh 
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of  September,  1835,  and  I  have  read  it  twioe,  aod  it  gave  me  seoiations 
that  are  better  imagined  than  deeeribed,  let  it  1011100  that  I  lay  that  the 
▼eiy  flood  gates  of  my  heart  were  broken  ni^I  eonld  not  refrain  from 
weeping.  I  thank  Qod  that  it  has  entered  into  yoor  heart  to  try  to 
vetom  to  the  Lord,  and  to  this  people,  if  it  so  be  that  He  will  hare 
merey  npon  yon.  I  have  inqnired  of  the  Lord  ooneenisg  your  ease; 
these  words  same  to  me: 

Seveiatiom  to  Barvty  Wkitloek, 

"VtMiIy,  thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  you — Let  him  who  whs  iny  servant 
Harvey,  returti  unto  iiie,  ami  unto  ths*  bosom  of  my  Chiin-h.  and  for-ake 
all  the  sins  whcirwilh  he  has  offentli  d  against  me,  and  pursue  from 
henceforth  a  virtuous  antl  upriplit  life,  and  remain  under  the  direetion 
of  those  whom  I  l.ave  appointed  to  l)e  pillars  and  heads  of  my  Chnreh. 
And  behold,  saith  the  Lord  your  God,  his  sins  shall  be  blotted  out  from 
under  heaven,  and  shall  be  forgotten  from  among  men,  and  bhall  not 
o<Mne  np  in  mine  ears,  nor  be  leeorded  as  a  memorial  against  him,  bnt 
I  will  lift  him  up,  as  out  of  deep  mire,  and  he  shall  be  exalted  upon  the 
high  places,  and  shall  be  eonnted  worthy  to  stand  among  princes,  and 
shall  yet  be  made  a  polbhed  shaft  in  my  qoiver  for  bringing  down  the 
strongholds  of  wickedness  among  those  who  set  themselves  np  on  high, 
that  they  may  take  counsel  against  me,  and  against  my  anointed  ones 
in  the  last  days.  Therefore,  let  him  prepare  himself  speedily  and  come 
unto  yon,  even  to  Kirtland.  And  inasmuch  as  he  shall  hearken  nnto 
all  yoor  counsel  from  henceforth,  he  hhall  be  restored  unto  his  former 
state,  and  shall  be  saved  unto  the  ottermost,  even  as  the  Lord  yoor  God 
liveth.  Amen.'' 

Thos  yon  see,  my  dear  brother,  the  willingness  of  oor  heavenly  FMher 
to  forgive  sins,  and  restore  to  favor  all  those  who  are  willing  to  homble 
themselves  before  Him,  and  confess  their  sins,  and  forsake  them,  and 
return  to  Him  with  foil  porpose  of  heart,  acting  no  hypocrisy,  to  serve 

Him  to  the  end. 

Marvel  not  that  the  Lord  bns  condescended  to  speak  from  the  heavens, 
and  give  yon  instructions  whereby  yon  may  learn  your  duty.  He  has 
heard  j'our  prayers  and  witnessed  your  humility,  and  holds  forth  the 
hand  of  paternal  alTection  for  your  return;  the  angels  rejoice  over  you, 
while  the  Saints  are  williufj  to  re<-('ivc  you  again  into  fellowship. 

I  hojte,  on  the  receipt  of  thi>,  you  will  lo^e  no  time  in  (  (tniiiiir  to  Kirt- 
land. for  if  you  g'et  here  in  st  axm,  you  will  have  the  [»riviU'i,'e  of  at. 
tending  the  school  of  the  Prophets,  which  has  already  commenced,  and 
also  receive  instructions  in  doctrine  and  principle,  from  those  whom 
Qod  httb  appointed,  whereby  you  may  be  qualified  to  go  forth,  and  de' 
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elare  the  true  doctrines  of  the  Kingdom,  according  to  the  mind  and 
will  of  God ;  and  when  you  come  to  Kirtland,  it  will  be  explained  to 
you  why  Qod  has  oondesoended  to  give  yoa  a  reTolatioii  acKwrding  to 

jOi.r  request. 

Please  give  my  respects  to  your  fanjily,  and  be  assured  I  am  yoorsuk 
the  bonds  of  the  new  and  everlasting  covenant, 

Joseph  Bmitb,  Jmr. 

In  tlio  courseof  the  day,  Father  Beaman,  KIder  Strong, 
and  others,  called  to  counsel  with  me.  In  the  eveniut::  a 
Cotmcii  Con-  couueil  was  called  at  my  house  to  counsel  with 
wn'^fng*to  -^^^  Beamau  on  the  subject  of  his  moving  to 
HiBBouri.  Missouri.  1  had  previously  told  him  th«A  the 
Lord  had  said  that  he  had  better  go  to  Missouri  next 
spring;  however,  he  wished  a  council  called.  The  council 
met,  and  President  David  Whitmer  arose  and  faid,  the 
Spirit  manifested  to  him  that  it  was  Brother  Beamau *s 
duty  to  go.    Others  bore  the  same  testimony. 

The  same  night,  1  received  the  word  of  the  Lord  on  Mr. 
Holmes'  case.  He  had  <lesired  that  I  would  inquire  at  the 
The  Word  of  hand  of  the  Lord,  whether  it  was  his  duty  to 
M?.EM^'^  be  baptized  here,  or  wait  until  he  returned 
Baptism.  home.  The  word  of  the  Lord  oame  unto  me, 
saying,  Mr.  Holmes  had  better  not  be  baptised  here;  tbnt 
he  had  better  not  return  by  water;  also  that  there  were 
three  men  seeking  his  destruction;  he  must  beware  of  his 
enemies. 

Tuesday  17. — Exhibited  the  alphabet  of  the  ancient 
records,  to  Mr.  Holmes,  and  some  others.  Went  with  him 
to  Fredrick  G.  Williams',  to  see  the  mummies.  We  then 
took  the  parting  hand,  and  he  started  for  home,  being 
strong  in  the  faith  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  deter- 
mined to  obey  its  requirements.  I  returned  home  and 
spent  tlie  day  in  dictating  and  comparing  letters.  A  fine, 
pleasant  day,  altlionich  cool. 

This  evening,  at  early  candle*  light,  1  preached  at  the 

schoolhouse. 

Wednesday^  16.— At  home  m  the  forenoon,  until  about 
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«leven  o'clock.  I  then  went  to  Preseired  Harris',  to 
preach  his  father's  funeral  sennon,  by  the  request  of  his 
family.  I  preached  on  the  subject  of  the  resurrection.  The 

congregation  were  very  attenliTe.   My  wife,  my  mother, 

and  my  scribe,  accompanied  me  to  the  fuueial.  Pleasaut 
outing,  but  cool  and  cloudy  on  our  return. 


MimuUi  of  a  Cotmeil  Meeting  at  New  Bntage, 

This  day  a  Council  of  High  Priests  and  Elders  of  the  Church  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints,  was  held  at  New  Portage,  to  hear  the  complaint  of  Sister 
Clarissa  Matthews,  against  Elder  Keuben  Keeler,  for  prosecuting  in  a 
court  of  law,  and  taking  her  t>ropt'rty  on  execution,  (notwithstanding 
he  had  received  his  pay,  or  the  most  part  of  it)  and  refusing  to  allow 
her  for  what  she  had  paid  to  him;  also  forfeiting  his  word,  as  he  had 
frequently  stated  to  her  that  he  would  not  take  her  property  in  such  a 
manner;  and  aUo  for  oppressing  her  family  in  an  unchrit»tian-like 
uiauucr. 

Elder  Xeoler  pleaded  not  guilty,  but  the  Council  decided  that  he  was 
guilty  of  the  first  and  last  charges;  and  gave  judgment  accordingly; 
with  wldeh  Bkbr  Keeler  refused  to  comply,  and  said  he  would  i^peel 
to  the  High  Coimeil  at  Kirtland. 

Ambrosi:  Palmer,  Presiding  Elder. 
JosKPU  B.  BoswoBTH,  Clerk. 


In  the  evening,  Bishop  Whitney,  his  wife,  father, 
mother,  and  sister-in-law,  came  and  invited  me  and  my 
wife  togo  with  them  and  visit  Father  Smith  and 
family.  My  wife  was  unwell,  and  eonld  not  Quettun'of  * 
go,  but  my  scribe  and  I  went.  mi»«i««. 

When  we  arrived,  some  of  the  youii^?  Elders  were  al)Out 
engaging  in  a  debate  on  the  subject  of  miracles.  The 
question— Was  it,  or  was  it  not,  the  design  of  Christ  to 
establish  His  Gospel  by  miraclesf  After  an  interesting 
debate  of  three  hours  or  more,  daring  which  time  much 
talent  was  displayed,  it  was  decided,  by  the  Fjresident  of 
the  debate,  in  the  negative,  which  was  a  righteous  decision. 

I  discovered  in  this  debate,  much  warmth  displayed, 
too  much  zeal  for  mastery,  too  much  of  that  enthusiasm 
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that  characterizes  a  lawyer  at  the  l»ar,  who  is  determiued 
to  defend  his  cause,  right  or  wrong.  I  therefore  availed 
myself  of  this  favorable  opportunity  to  drop  a  few  words 
upon  this  subject,  by  way  of  advice,  that  they  might  im- 
prove their  minds  and  cultivate  their  powers  of  intellect 
in  a  proper  manner,  that  they  might  not  incur  the  dis- 
pleasure of  heaven;  that  they  should  handle  sacred 
thint^s  v(MT  sacredly,  and  with  duo  deference  to  the 
opinions  of  others,  and  with  an  eye  single  to  the  gloiy 
of  God. 

Thursday,  19, — Went,  in  company  with  Dr.  Williams 
and  my  scribe,  to  see  how  the  workmen  prospered  in  fin- 
-  , ishing  the  House  of  the  Lord.  The  masons  in 
^Eigptiui  the  mside  had  commenced  ]>utting  on  the  fin- 
ishing coat  of  plaster.  On  my  return,  I 
met  Lloyd  and  Lorenzo  Lrwis,  aii<l  conversed  with  them 
upon  the  snl)ject  of  their  bein^'  disaU'eetetl.  1  found  that 
they  were  not  so,  as  touching  the  faith  of  the  Church,  but 
were  displeased  with  some  of  the  members.  I  returned 
home  and  spent  the  day  in  translating  the  Egyptian 
records.   A  warm  and  pleasant  day. 

Friday  J  20, — ^At  home  in  the  morning.  Weather  warm 
and  rainy.  We  spent  the  day  in  translating,  and  made 
rapid  proixress. 

In  the  eveninix,  President  Cowdeiy  returned  from  New 
York,  bringing  with  him  a  quantity  of  Hebrew  books,  for 
Rftiirtiof  the  benefit  of  the  school.  He  presented  me 
dei^Vrim^'  wlth  a  flobrew  Bible,  Lexicon,  and  Grammar, 
New  York.  ^ig^  jj  Qrock  Lexicou,  and  Webster's  Eni^ish 
Dictionaiy.  President  Oowdery  had  a  prosperous  journey, 
according  to  the  prayers  of  the  Saints  in  Kirtland. 

Saturdau,  '^1.    Spt^nt  the  day  at  home,  in 

Arrangemtllt  .    .        '  ,  .         ,    .*       ,     tt  i 

forstudyinf     ezammuig  my  books,  and  studying  the  lie  brew 
alphabet. 

At  evening,  nn  t  with  our  Hebrew  class,  to  make  some 
arrangements  about  a  teacher.  It  was  decided,  by  the 
voice  of  the  school,  to  send  to  New  York,  for  a  Jew  to 
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teach  DB  the  language,  if  we  could  get  released  from 
the  engagements  we  had  made  with  Dr.  Fiexotto  to 
teaeh  ns,  haying  ascertained  that  he  was  not  qualified 
to  give  ns  the  knowledge  we  wished  to  acquire  of  the 
Hebrew, 

Sunday y  22. — "Weut  to  nuM>t  iiig  at  the  usual  hour.  Simeon 
Carter  preached  from  the  7th  of  Matthew.  Pn^sideut 
Kigdou's  brotlier-iu-law  and  other  relatives  were  at 
meeting. 

In  the  afternoon  the  meeting  was  held  in  the  school- 
house. 

In  the  evening,  a  Council  of  High  Priests  and  Elders 
was  held  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  the  Ohnrch, 

when  .Mr.  Andrew  Jaekson  Siiuires,  who  liad  , 

'  '  C«se  of 

been  an  onhiin^d  EldtM*  in  tlie  Church,  and  for  Audrew  jack- 
a  tim»*  had  preached  the  Gospel  successfully, 
but  after  a  while  sent  his  license  to  President  Smith,  in  a 
letter,  came  before  the  Council,  and  confessed  that  he  had 
been  in  temptation,  and  fallen  into  error,  so  much  as  to 
join  the  Methodists;  yet  said  he  had  no  faith  in  their  doc- 
trine. He  desired  to  return  to  the  fellowship  of  the  Church, 
asked  forgiveness  of  the  brethren,  and  restoration  of  his 
license. 

I  spoke  of  the  iniproi)ii<'ty  of  turning  away  from  the 
truth,  and  going  after  a  people  so  destitute  of  the  spirit 
of  righteousness  as  the  Methodists. 

President  Bigdon  showed  the  folly  of  f ellowshiping  any 
doctrine  or  spirit  aside  from  that  of  Christ. 

Mr.  Sqnires  arose  and  said  he  felt  firm  in  the  determi- 
nation of  doing  the  will  of  God  in  all  things,  or  as  far  as 
in  him  lies  the  power;  was  sorry  for  his  faults,  and,  by 
the  gi-ace  of  God,  would  forsake  the!u  in  future. 

Council  and  Cluuch  voted  to  restore  him  to  fellowship, 
and  the  office  of  Elder  also,  and  that  the  clerk  give  him  a 
lieense. 

Mondai^^  23* — Several  brethren  called  to  converse  with 
me,  and  see  the  records.  Received  a  letter  from  Jared 
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Carter.  Spent  the  day  in  oonyersation,  and  in  stodyiiig 
the  Hebrew.  A  stormy  day. 

Tuesday,  At  home.  Spent  the  forenoon  hiBtmoting 
those  that  called  to  inquire  concerning  the  things  of  God 
iu  the  last  days. 

In  the  afternoou  we  translated  some  of  the  Egyptiun 
records. 

I  had  an  invitation  to  attend  a  wedding  at  lirother  Hy- 
nim  Smith's  in  the  evening;  also  to  solemnize  the  matri- 
The  Marria  e  coTemony  bctwcen  Newel  Knight  and 

of  Newel       Lydla  Goldthwaite.  My  wife  accompanied  me. 

On  onr  arrival  a  considerable  company  had 
collected.  The  bridegi'oom  and  bride  came  in,  and  took 
their  seats,  which  ^ave  me  to  understand  tliat  they  were 
ready.  After  prayers,  I  requested  them  to  rise,  and  join 
hands.  1  then  remarked  that  marriage  was  an  institution 
of  heaven,  instituted  in  the  garden  of  Eden;  that  it  was 
necessary  it  should  be  solemnized  by  the  authority  of  the 
everlasting  Priesthood.  The  ceremony  was  original  with 
me«  and  in  substance  as  follows — ^Tou  covenant  to  be  each 
other's  companions  through  life,  and  discbarge  the  duties 
of  husband  and  wife  in  every  respect;  to  which  they  as- 
sented. I  then  pronounce<l  them  husband  and  wife  in  the 
name  of  God,  and  also  pronounced  upon  them  the  blessings 
that  the  Lord  conferred  upon  Adam  and  Eve  in  the  gar- 
den of  Eden,  that  is,  to  multiply  and  replenish  the  earth, 
with  the  addition  of  long  life  and  prosperity.  Dismissed 
them  and  returned  home.  Freezing  cold,  some  snow  on 
the  ground. 

Wednesday^  25. — Spent  the  day  in  translating.  Harvey 
Redfield   and    Jesse   Hithcock  arrived  from  Missouri. 

The  hitter  savs  that  he  has  no  doubt  but 

Translating  '     ■  i     •    •  i.        j  ^ 

gieEgptUD     a    dose    ol    poison    was    admmistered  to 
him,  in  a  bowl  of  milk,  but  God  deliv- 
ered him. 

Thwrsday,  26. — Spent  the  day  in  translating  Egyptaan 
characters  from  the  papyrus,  though  severely  afflicted 
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with  a  cold.  Robert  liathbone  aud  George  Morey  arrived 
from  Zion. 

Friday,  27. — Much  afflicted  witii  my  cold,  yet  I  am 
determined  to  overcome  in  the  namo  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Spent  the  day  at  home,  reading  Hebrew.  Brother 
Panish,  my  scribey  being  afflicted  with  a  cold,  asked  me 
to  lay  my  hands  on  him  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  did 
so,  and  in  return  I  asked  him  to  lay  his  hands  on  me.  We 
were  both  relieved. 

Saturtlaij,  2S. — Spent  th(^  nioniiiiiJ!:  in  oomparin*?  our 
Journal.  Elder  Josiah  Clark,  from  the  state  of  Kentucky, 
called  on  me.  Considerably  recovered  from  The.«s<  of 
my  cold.  Cold  and  stormy,  snow  falling,  and  ^'^'^ 
winter  seems  fast  to  be  closing  in,  all  nature  shrinks  be- 
fore the  chilling  blasts  of  rigid  winter.  Elder  Clark,  above 
mentioned,  whose  residence  is  about  three  miles  from  Cin- 
cinnati, was  bitten  l)y  a  mad  doi;  some  thr<M'  or  four  years 
since;  has  doctored  much,  and  received  some  benefit,  but 
is  much  aillicted  notwithstanding,  lie  came  here  that  he 
might  be  benefitted  by  the  prayers  of  the  Church.  Accord- 
ingly we  prayedfor  him  and  laid  hands  on  him  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jeans  Christ,  and  anointed  him  with  oO,  and 
rebnked  his  afflictions,  praying  onr  heavenly  Father  to 
hear  and  answer  onr  prayers,  according  to  our  faJth.  Cold 
and  snow  v. 

Sunday y  29. — Went  to  meetin<?  at  the  usual  hour.  Elder 

Morley  preached;  and  in  the  afternoon.  Bishop  Partridge. 

These  discourses  were  well  adapted  to  the  p^,,,„^ 

times  in  which  we  live,  and  the  circumstances   -  /  >' ^-i'  y  and 

under  which  we  are  placed.  Their  words  were  ^ 

woi^  of  wisdom,  like  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  silver, 

spoken  in  the  simple  accents  of  a  child,  yet  sublime  as 

the  voice  of  an  angel.    The  Saints  appeared  to  be  much 

pleased  with  the  beautiful  discourses  of  these  two  fathers 

in  Israel.    After  these  services  cl.»>ed,  three  of  the  Zion 

brethren  came  forward  aud  received  then*  blessiners,  and 

Solon  Foster  was  ordamed  an  £lder.    The  Lord's  iSupper 
Vol  II  a  1 
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was  administered.  Spent  the  eyening  at  home.  Snow 
fell  about  one  foot  deep.  Very  cold. 

Monday,  30, — ^The  snow  continues  to  fall — an  uncom- 
mon storm  for  this  country,  and  this  season  of  the  year. 

Spent  the  day  in  revit»wing  and  copying  the  letter  I  die-' 
tated  on  the  KJth,  concerning  the  gathering,  for  the  Mes- 
senger and  Advocate,    Henry  Capron,  an  old  acquaintance 
from  Manchester,  New  York,  called  on  me.  I  showed  him 
the  Egyptian  records. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

MISCELLANEOUS  LABOBS  OF  THB  PBOPUET  IN  KIBTLAND. 

December  1, — At  home.  Spent  the  day  in  writing  for 
the  Messenger  and  Advocate.  Fine  sleighing,  and  the 
snow  yet  failing* 

W^kie8daff^  A  fine  morning.  I  started  to  ride  to 
PainesviUe  with  my  family  and  scribe.  When 
we  were  passing  through  Mentor  Street,  we  Treatment  o£ 
overtook  a  team,  witli  two  men  in  the  sleigh; 
I  politely  asked  tbem  to  let  me  pass.  Thoy  granted  my 
request,  and  as  we  passed  them  they  bawled  out,  **Do  you 
get  any  revelations  lately?''  with  an  addition  of  blackguard 
language  that  I  did  not  understand.  This  is  a  fair  sample 
of  the  character  of  Mentor  Street  inhabitants,  who  are 
ready  to  abuse  and  scandalize  men  who  never  laid  a 
straw  in  their  way;  and,  in  fact,  those  whose  faces  they 
never  saw,  and  [whom  they]  cannot  brin^  an  aecusation 
against,  either  of  a  temporal  or  spiritu.Hl  nature,  except 
their  firm  belief  in  the  fullness  of  the  Gospel.  I  was  led  to 
marvel  at  the  longsuftering  and  condescension  of  our 
heavenly  Father  in  permitting  these  ungodly  wretches  to 
possess  this  goodly  land,  which  is  indeed  as  beautifully 
situated,  and  its  soil  is  as  fertile,  as  any  in  this  region  of 
conntry,  and  its  inhabitants  are  wealthy,  even  blessed 
above  measure  in  temporal  things;  and  fain  would  God 
bless  them  with  spiiitual  blessings,  even  eternal  life, 
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were  it  not  for  their  eyil  benrto  of  unbelief.  And  we  are 
led  to  mingle  onr  prayers  with  those  of  the  Saints  that 
have  suffered  the  like  treatment  before  ns,  whose  boqIs 

are  under  the  altar,  crying?  to  the  Lord  for  \ 
upon  those  that  dwell  upon  the  earth.  And  we  rejoice 
that  the  time  is  at  hand,  when  the  wicked  who  will  not 
repent  will  be  swept  from  the  earth  as  with  a  besom  of 
destruction,  and  the  earth  become  an  inheritance  of  the 
poor  and  the  meek. 

When  we  arrived  at  PainesviUoi  we  called  at  Sister 
Harriet  Howe's,  and  left  my  wife  and  family  to  visit  her, 
while  we  rode  into  town  to  do  some  business.  Called 
and  visited  H.  Kingsbury.  Dined  with  Sister  Howe 
and  returned  home.  Had  a  tine  ride — sleigiiiug  good, 
weather  pleasant. 

Thursdai/  3. — At  home.  Wrote  a  letter  to  David 
Dort,  Rochester,  Michigan;  another  to  Almira  Schoby, 
Liberty,  Clay  Oounty,  Missouri. 

At  evening,  visited  with  my  wife  at  Thomas  Oarrieo's. 
Marriage  of  ^  respectablc  company  a  Waited  our  arrival. 
Warren  After  singin,Li:  and  prayer,  I  delivered  an  ad- 
dress  on  matriniony,  and  joined  m  marriage 
Warren  Parrish  and  Martha  H.  Raymond.  Closed  by 
singing  and  prayer.  After  refreshments,  returned  home, 
having  spent  the  evening  very  agreeably. 

Friday^  4. — ^In  company  with  Vinson  Knight,  drew 
Financial  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  out  of  Painee- 
TrwiMcttoM.  ^Yie  Bank,  on  three  months*  credit,  for  which 
we  gave  the  names  of  Krtvleriek  G.  Williams  &  Co., 
Newel  K.  Wliitney,  John  Jolinson  and  Vinson  Kniirht. 
Settled  with  Brother  Hyrnm  Smith  and  Vinson  Knight, 
and  paid  Knight  two  hundred  and  forty- five  dollars;  also 
have  it  in  my  power  to  pay  J.  Lewie,  for  which  blessing 
I  feel  heartily  thankful  to  my  heavenly  Fathery  and  ask 
Him,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  enable  us  to  extri- 
cate ourselves  from  all  embarrassments  whatever,  that  we 
may  not  be  brought  into  disrepute,  that  our  enemies  may 
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not  have  any  power  over  as.  Spent  the  day  at  home,  a 
part  of  the  day  stadying  Hebrew.  Warm,  with  some  rain, 

snow  fast  melting. 

This  pvening  a  Mr.  Joliii  Hollister,  of  Portage 
(younty,  Ohio,  called  to  see  me  on  the  snhjpct  of  religion, 
and  I  spent  tlie  evening  conversing  with  convcMntion 
him.  He  tarried  over  night  with  me,  and  ^"  HHigion. 
acknowledged  in  the  morning  that,'although  he  had  thought 
he  knew  something  about  religion,  he  was  now  sensible 
that  he  knew  but  little;  which  was  the  greatest  trait  of 
wisdom  I  could  discover  in  him. 

Saturdafi ^  '>. — Weatlier  cold  and  freezing,  with  a  mod- 
r!-nt«'  fall  of  snow.  In  the  forenoon  studying  Hebrew 
with  Dr.  Frederick  Q.  Williams  and  President  ^  Matter  of 
Cowdery.  I  am  laboring  under  some  indis-  i*o«tnift.. 
position  of  health.  Slept  awhile,  and  arose  feeling  toler- 
ably well,  through  the  mercy  of  God.  I  received  a  letter 
from  Reuben  McBride,  Vilanovia,  New  York;  also  an- 
other from  Parley  P.  Pratt's  mother-in-law,  Herkimer 
Coiiutv,  New  York,  of  no  consequence  as  to  what  it  con- 
t  lined,  but  it  cost  me  twenty-five  cents  for  postage.  I 
m  nition  this,  as  it  is  a  common  occurrence,  and  I  am 
subjected  to  a  great  deal  of  expense  by  those  whom  I 
know  nothing  about,  only  that  they  are  destitute  of  good 
manners;  for  if  people  wish  to  be  benefitted  with  informa- 
tion from  me,  common  respect  and  good  breeding  would 
dictate  them  to  pay  the  postage  on  their  letters . 

1  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
Mesavnytr  and  Advocate: 

Dkak  Brothkr — I  wish  to  inform  my  frienJ;*  and  all  others  nhrfnid, 
that  wiienevcr  thoy  wish  to  address  me  through  the  postonice.  they  will 
be  kind  euouirli  to  pay  the  postajro  on  the  same.  My  friends  wUl  ex- 
ease  me  in  this  matter,  as  I  am  willinu;  to  pay  postage  on  letters  to  hear 
from  them;  bit  I  atn  uawtlUo);  to  pay  for  iasults  aod  meuaces;  conse- 
qoeotly  most  refase  all  unpaid. 

Vuurs  in  the  Gospel, 

JosKPU  Smith,  Jun. 
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Sunday,  6. — ^Went  to  meetingr  at  the  ntsiia]  hoQ 
AnUnmij       GideoD  Carter  proachod  a  splendid  disconr?e. 
Member.  jy^  the  afternoon  we  had  an  exhort;iti« >n  and 

communion  service.  Some  two  or  three  weeks  >!n«'»\ 
Brother  Draper  insisted  on  leaving  the  meeting  before 
oommnnion,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  tarry  a  few 
moments,  although  we  invited  him  to  do  so,  as  we  did  noC 
wish  to  have  the  house  thrown  into  confusion.  He  ob- 
served that  he  ''would  not,"  if  we  excluded  him  from 
the  Church.  Today  he  attempted  to  make  a  confession, 
but  it  was  not  satisfactory  to  me,  and  I  was  constrainetl 
by  the  Spirit  to  deliver  him  over  to  the  l)ufTctinL''s  of  Satan, 
until  he  should  humble  himself  and  repent  of  his  sius,  and 
make  satisfactory  confession  before  the  Church. 

Monday^  7. — ^Received  a  letter  from  Milton  Holmes, 
and  was  much  rejoiced  to  hear  &om  him,  and  of  his  suc- 
cess in  proclaiming  the  Gospel.  Wrote  him  a  letter  re- 
questing him  to  return  to  Kirtland.  Spent  the  day  in 
reading  Hebrew.  Mr.  John  Mollister  called  to  take  the 
parting  hand  with  me,  and  remarked  tliat  he  liad  been  in 
darkness  all  his  days,  but  bad  now  found  the  truth  and 
iiitonded  to  obey  it. 

This  evening  a  number  of  brethren  called  to  see  the 
records,  which  X  exhibited  and  explained.  Fine  sleighing. 

Tuesday f  S.^At  home.  Bead  Hebrew  in  company  with 
Kindneu  of  Williams,  President  Cowdery,  Brother  Hy- 

theSaintoto  rum  Smith  and  Orson  Pratt.  In  the  evening. 
fhePioplMt.     pioax'iiod  at  the  school  house  as  usual,  had 

great  liberty  in  speaking,  congregation  attentive.  After 
the  services  closed,  the  brethren  proposed  to  haul  wood 
for  me. 

Wednesday f  9, — At  home.  Wind  south,  strong,  and 
chOly.  Elder  Packard  came  in  this  morning,  and  made 
me  a  present  of  twelve  dollars,  which  he  held  in  a  note 

against  me.   May  God  bless  him  for  his  liberality.  Also, 

James  A  Id  rich  sent  me  mv  note  bv  the  hand  of  Jesse 
Hitchcock,  on  which  there  was  twelve  dollars  due.  And 
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may  God  bless  him  for  his  kindness  to  me.  Also  the  breth- 
ren whose  names  are  written  below  opened  their  hearts  in 
great  liberality,  and  paid  me,  at  the  eommittee's  store, 
the  snms  set  opposite  their  respeotive  names,  to  wit: 


John  CoiTill.    .  • 

$5  00 

Salmon  Gee    .  . 

.  $0  75 

Levi  Jackman  .  . 

3  25 

Harvey  Stanley  . 

.    1  00 

Elijah  Fordham  . 

5  25 

Zemira  Draper  . 

.   1  00 

«James  £mmet  •  • 

5  00 

Emer  Harris  •  • 

•    1  00 

Newel  Knight  .  . 

2  00 

Traman  Jaekson  . 

.   1  00 

Truman  0.  Angell 

3  00 

Samuel  Rolf  . 

.    1  25 

William  Felshaw  . 

3  00 

Elias  nigbee  .  . 

.    1  00 

Albeit  Brown  .  . 

3  00 

George  Morey.  . 

•  .    1  00 

William  F.  Gaboon 

1  00 

John  Rudd  .    .  - 

.    0  50 

Harlow  Crosier.  . 

0  50 

Alex.  Badlam .  . 

.   1  00 

$40  50 

With  the  addition  of  the  two  notes  above  .  . 

.  24  00 

Total   •  . 

$64  50 

My  heart  swells  with  gratitude  inexpressible  when  I 
realize  the  great  eondesoension  of  my  heavenly  Father,  in 
opening  the  hearts  of  these  my  beloved  breth-  amuude  of 
ren  to  administer  so  liborallv  to  my  wants.  p«»p1»«*« 
And  I  ask  God,  in  the  uanu'  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  multiply 
blessings  without  numl)er  upon  their  heads,  and  bless  me 
with  much  wisdom  and  understanding,  and  dispose  of  me 
to  the  best  advantage  for  my  brethren,  and  the  advance- 
ment of  His  cause  and  kingdom.  And  whether  my  days 
are  many  or  few,  whether  in  life  or  in  death,  I  say  in  my 
heart,  O  Lord,  let  me  enjoy  the  society  of  snch  brethren. 

Elder  TaiiiKT  lnought  me  half  of  a  fatted  hog  for  the 
benefit  of  my  family.  A  few  days  since,  Elder  Shadrach 
Roundy  brought  me  a  quarter  of  beef.  And  may  all  the 
blessings  named  abcve  be  poured  upon  their  heads,  for 
their  kindness  towards  me, 

Thursday  J 10. — ^This  morning  a  number  of  brethren 
called  to  see  the  records,  [Egyptian]  which  I  exhibited  to 
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their  satisfaction.  This  day  my  brethren  niet  acconlin^r 
to  previous  arrangement  to  chop  and  haul  wood  for  me. 
Beautiful  niornin«jr,  in(h:'ed,  and  tine  slfiirhing. 

This  afternoou  Iwas  called,  in  company  with  President 
HMiiiiff  of  Whitmer,  to  visit  Aogeline  Works.  We 

work""^       foand  her  very  sick,  and  so  miich  deranged 

that  she  did  not  recognize  her  friends  and  in- 
timate acquaintances.  We  prayed  for  her  and  laid  hands 
on  her  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  commanded  her 
in  His  name  to  receive  her  senses,  whicli  were  inuuedi- 
ately  restored.  We  also  j)rayed  that  she  migut  be  restored 
to  health;  and  she  said  she  was  better. 
The  board  kihi  had  taken  fire,  and  on  onr  return  we 

found  the  brethren  engaged  in  extinguishing 

Fire  111  the  am  .  . 

KirtiAtui  the  flames.  After  labonng  about  one  hour 
Bo^  Kiia.     ^.^^^  ^  destructive  element,  we  succeeded 

in  conquering:  it,  and  probably  saved  about  one-fourth 
part  of  the  lumber.  1  do  not  know  the  amount  of  loss 
the  committee  have  sustained,  hut  it  must  have  been 
considerable,  as  tliere  was  much  lumber  in  the  kiln. 
There  were  about  tw<^  Imndred  brethren  engaged  on  this 
occasion;  they  displayed  much  activity  and  interest,  and 
deserve  much  credit.  The  brethren  have  also  been  veiy  in- 
dustrious, and  supplied  me  with  my  winter's  wood,  for 
which  T  am  sincerely  grateful  to  each  and  every  one  of  them, 
and  shall  rcnuMnber,  with  warm  emotions,  this  expression 
of  tlieir  fj^oodness  to  me.  And  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  1  invoke  the  rich  benediction  of  heaven  to  rest 
upon  them  and  their  families;  and  1  ask  my  heavenly 
Father  to  preserve  their  health,  and  that  of  their  wives 
and  children,  that  they  may  have  strength  of  body  to 
perform  their  labors  in  their  several  occupations  in  life, 
and  the  use  and  activity  of  their  limbs,  also  powers  of 
intellect  and  understanding  hearts,  that  they  may  treasure 
up  wisdom,  uinlerstandinf;  and  intelligence  above  meas- 
ure, and  be  pn.'scrved  from  plagues,  pestilence,  and  fam- 
ine, and  fi'om  the  power  of  the  adversary,  and  the  iiands 
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of  evil-desiguiiig  iiioii,  and  have  i)ower  ovei*  all  their 
enemies,  and  the  way  be  prepared  for  them  that  they 
may  journey  to  the  land  of  Zion,  and  be  established  on 
their  inheritances,  to  enjoy  nndistorbed  peace  and  hap- 
piness forever,  and  ultimately  be  crowned  with  ever- 
lasting life  in  l^e  celestial  Kingdom  of  Gk>d,  which  bless- 
ings I  ask  in  the  name  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Amen. 

I  would  rememhor  Ehler  Leonanl  Kif*h,  who  was  the 
first  OIK*  tliat  propostMl  to  the  l)rctliren  to  assist  me 
in  obtaining  wood  for  the  use  of  my  family, 


And  I  shall  ever  remember  him  with  much  gratitude, 
for  this  testimony  of  benevolence  and  respect,  and 
thank  the  great  I  AM  for  putting  into  his  heart  to  do 

me  this  kindness.  Ai  d  I  say  in  my  heart,  I  will  trust 
in  Thy  goodness  and  mercy  forever,  O  Lord,  for  Thy  wis- 
dom and  benevolence,  are  unbounded,  and  beyond  the 
comprehension  of  men,  and  all  of  Thy  ways  cannot  be 
found  out 

The  petitions  of  the  people  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Governor  of  Missouri  to  restore  the  Saints 

to  their  possessions,  were  arranged  and  mailed  at  Kirt- 
land,  this  day,  for  Missouri.  The  petitions  were  numer- 
ous, and  the  paekago  large,  the  postage  thereon  being 
five  dollars.    It  was  directed  to  the  governor. 

Friday,  11, — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  shoemaker's  shop, 
owned  by  Orson  Johnson,  but  the  flames  were  soon  ex- 
tinguished by  the  active  exertions  of  the  brethren.  A 
pleasant  morning.  Spent  the  day  in  reading  and  in- 
structing those  who  called  for  advice. 

Saiimhn/^  /^\-  -Sp<Mit  the  forenoon  in  reading.  About 
twelve  o'clock  a  nnniber  of  young  persons  called  to  see 

the  Eg\ptian  records.    My  scribe  exhibited        „  .  ^ 

them.    One  of  the  young  ladies  who  had   Keprovo-^  a 
been  examining  them,  was  asked  if  they  had  ^^'^"^ 
the  appearance  of  antiquity.   She  observed,  with  an  air 


Leonard  Rich. 
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of  contempt,  that  they  had  Tint.  On  hearing  this,  1 
surprised  at  the  ignorance  she  displayed,  and  I  observed 
to  her,  that  she  was  an  anomaly  in  creation,  for  all  the 
wise  and  learned  that  had  eacamined  them,  without  hesi- 
tation pronounced  them  ancient.  I  fnrUier  remaiked, 
that  it  was  downright  wickedness,  ignorance,  bigotry  and 
superstition  had  caused  her  to  make  the  remark;  and 
that  T  wouhl  j)ut  it  on  record.  And  I  have  done  so, 
because  it  is  a  tail  sample  of  the  prevailinir  spirit  of  the 
times,  showing  that  the  victims  of  priestcraft  and  super- 
stition would  not  believe  though  one  should  rise  from  the 
dead. 

In  the  evening  attended  a  debate  at  Brother  William 
Debate  at  Smith's,  on  the  following  question — Was  it  ne^ 
Wiiuam  esSErv  Por  God  to  reveal  Himselt  toniaiikiiui  in 
order  for  their  happiness?  I  was  on  the  atiiriu- 
ative,  and  the  hist  to  s})e{ik  on  that  side  of  the  question ; 
but,  while  listening  with  interest  to  the  ingenuity  dis- 
played on  })oth  sides,  I  was  called  away  to  visit  Sister 
Angeline  Works,  who  was  supposed  to  be  dangerously 
sick.  Elder  John  Comll  and  myself  went  and  prayed  for 
her  and  laid  hands  on  her  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ; 
and  leaving  her  apparently  better,  returned  home. 

Sunday^  /.V. — At  the  usual  hour,  ten  a.  m.,  attended 
nuH^tin^?  at  the  scliool  house  on  the  flats.  Elder  Jesse 
Hickeock  preached  a  very  feeljiii;  <liscoui*se. 

In  the  i^temoon.  Elder  Peter  \\  hitmer  related  his  ex- 
Exptriences  perience;  after  which,  President  Frederick  G. 
Wbitmer  and  Williams  related  his  also.  They  both  spoke 
wuiiams.  many  things  connected  with  the  rise  and 

progress  of  this  Church,  which  were  interesting.  After 
this,  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  ad- 
ministered under  the  supeiiTitt'ii<lonc(»  of  President 
David  Whitmer,  after  which,  1  made  some  remarks 
respecting  prayer  meetings,  and  our  meeting  was 
closed  by  invoking  the  blessing  of  heaven.  I  returned 
home  and  ordered  my  horse,  and  myself  and  scribe 
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rode  to  Mr.  B.  Jenninpc's,  where  I  joined   Eb  nezer 

Kobiijson  and  Aii^cline  Works  iu  matrimony,  according 
to  previous  en,ira«:ements.  Miss  Works  had  so  far  recov- 
ered from  li(?r  illness  as  to  he  al)le  to  sit  in  her  easy  cliair 
while  I  pronounced  the  marriaire  eeroniony. 

We  then  rode  to  Mr.  MoWhitbv's  a  distance  of  about 
three  miles  from  town,  where  I  had  been  solicited  to 
attend  another  marriage.  We  found  a  large  i[Mrii««aiii 
and  respectable  number  of  friends  present. 
1  had  been  requested  to  make  some  preliminary  remarks 
on  the  suV)ject  of  matrim<)ny,  touching^  the  design  of 
the  Almiglity  in  its  institution,  also  the  duties  of  Inis- 
bands  and  wives  towards  each  other.  And  after  opening 
our  interview  with  singmg  and  prayer,  1  delivered  a  lee- 
tore  of  about  forty  minutes,  in  wMch  all  seemed  interested, 
except  one  or  two  individuals,  who  manifested  a  spirit 
of  groveling  contempt,  which  I  was  constrained  to  reprove 
and  rebuke  sharj^ly.  After  I  had  closed  my  remarks,  I 
sealed  the  matrimonial  engagement  between  Mr.  E.  Webb 
and  Miss  E.  A.  McWhithy,  in  the  name  of  God,  and  pro- 
nouncing the  blessings  of  heaven  upon  their  heads,  closed 
by  returning  thanks.  A  sumptuous  feast  was  then  spread, 
and  the  company  invited  to  seat  themselves  at  the  table 
by  pairs,  male  and  female,  commencing  with  the  eldest. 
The  festival  was  conducted  with  propriety  and  decorum, 
and  cheerfulness  prevailed.  After  spending  the  evening 
airr^^eable  until  nine  o'clock,  we  pronounced  a  blessing 
upon  tlie  comi)any,  and  retui'ued  home.  This  day  the 
board  kiln  took  fire  again. 

Notuiay^  14, — number  of  brethren  from  New  York 
called  to  visit  me  and  see  the  Egyptian  records.  Also 
Elder  Harris  returned  from  Palmyra,  New  York,  and 
Brother  Francis  Eaton  of  the  same  place,  and  Sister  Har- 
riet Howe  called  to  visit  us. 

After  dinner,  attended  the  funeral  of  Sylvester  Smith's 
youngest  child.  And  in  the  evening  met,  according  to 
previous  notice,  to  make  arrangements  to  guard  against 
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fire^  and  organize  a  oompany  for  this  purpose;  also  cona- 
seled  on  other  affairs  of  a  temporal  nature. 

Precautions        «  •  «  .  , 

immdtoriM  Banmm  came  to  my  house,  much 

aftiieted  with  a  swollen  aim.  As  he  had  not 
siillieient  faith  to  bo  healod,  ray  wife  applied  a  {Hniltiee 
of  li»'rl)S,  and  he  tarried  over  night.  I  spent  the  day  at 
home  reading  Hebrew,  and  visiting  with  friends  who 
called  to  see  me. 
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CHAPTEii  XXV. 

THE  I£OUBL£S  OF   OBSON  BXDE  AND  WILUAM  SMITH — THE 
BOOK  OF  ABRAHAM— 0L08B  OF  THB  TSAB. 

Tuesday  J  December  i5.— At  home,  and,  as  usual,  was 
blessed  witii  much  company.   Samuel  Barnum  is  very 

sick,  his  arm  much  inflamed. 

This  afternoon,  Elder  Orson  Hyde  handed  me  a  letter, 
the  purport  of  which  was,  that  he  was  dissatisfied  with  the 
committee*  in  their  dealings  with  him,  in  complaints  of 
temporal  affairs,  that  is,  that  they  did  not  0"'>"  "J^e- 
deal  as  liberal  with  him  as  they  did  with  Elder  William 
SmiHi;  also  requested  me  to  reconcile  the  revelation  given 
to  the  Twelve  since  their  return  from  the  east,  t  That 
unless  these  things  and  others  named  in  the  letter,  could 
be  reconciled  to  his  mind,  his  honor  would  not  stand 
imited  witli  them.  This  I  believe  is  the  amount  of  the 
contents  of  the  letter,  although  much  was  written. 

My  feelings  on  this  occasion  were  much  lacerated, 
knowing  that  I  had  dealt  in  rightoueness  with  him  in  all 
things,  and  endeavored  to  promote  his  happiness  and 
well  being  as  much  as  lay  in  my  power.   And  I  feel  that 

*  Thl»  mmmittee  tnt  tha  <m«  baring  in  charge  fha  building  of  the  Kirtland 

Tanple.  Thpy  Wtrre  also  ninnatrers  of  a  utore  in  KllHand,  throiitrh  which  much  of 
the  business  connecU'd  with  tht-  coiiNtrnction  of  the  tpiiiple  was  accoD)plisbed. 
The  committee  consiHted  of  Hyrum  Smith,  Keynulds  Caboon  and  Jarcd  Carter. 

t  That  is.  Elder  Hyde  desired  that  the  Prophet  would  reconcile  the  conduct  of 
tha  abora  named  committee  with  aome  of  the  re^-elatiooa  which  in  Elder  Hj^e'a 
opinion  tau^'ht  that  the  Twelve  were  to  be  equal  In  both  temporal  and  apiritaal 
things,  bee  £lder  Hyde'a  letter,  page  335. 
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these  reflections  ai6  nngratefnly  and  founded  in  jeaioo^, 
and  that  the  adversary  is  striving  with  all  his  subtle  de- 
vices and  influence  to  destroy  bim,  hy  causing  a  division 
among  the  Twelve,  whom  God  has  chosen  to  open  the 
Gospel  kingdom  to  all  nations.  But  I  pray  Thee,  my 
heavenly  Father,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  that 
he  may  be  delivered  from  the  power  of  the  destroyer,  that 
iiis  faith  fail  not  in  this  hour  of  temptation,  and  prepare 
him,  and  all  the  Elders,  to  receive  an  endowment  in  Thy 
house,  even  according  to  Thine  own  order  from  tame  to 
time,  as  Thou  seest  them  worthy  to  be  called  into  Thy 
solemn  assembly. 

Wednesday^  — Weather  extremely  cold.  I  went  to 
the  Couneil  room  to  lay  before  the  Presideney,  the  letter 
that  I  received  y«^st«M-day  from  Elder  Orson  Ilyde;  but 
when  1  arrived,  1  found  that  I  had  lost  said  letter,  but  1 
laid  the  substance  of  it,  as  far  as  I  could  recollect  it,  be^ 
fore  the  Council;  but  they  had  not  time  to  attend  to  it  on 
account  of  other  business;  accordingly  adjourned  until 
Monday  evening,  the  20th  inst.   Returned  home. 

Elders  William  E.  M'Leltin,  Brigham  Young,  and 
Jared  Carter,  called  and  paid  me  a  visit  with  which  1  was 
^.  ^  ^  much  gratified.  I  exhibited  and  explained 
Elders  M  Lei-  the  Egyptian  records  to  them,  and  explained 
and  Carter  many  things  concerning  the  dealings  of  God 
pio^^*  ^th  the  ancients,  and  the  formation  of  the 
planetary  system. 

This  evening,  according  to  adjournment,  I  went  to 

Brother  William  Smith's  to  take  part  in  the  dehate 

that  was  commenced   Saturday  evening  last.  After 

e       the  debate  was  concluded,  and  a  decision 
The  Prophet  ' 

iuMwatod^by  given  in  favor  of  the  affirmative  of  the  ques- 
tion, some  altercation  took  place  upon  the 
propriety  of  continuing  the  school  [debate]  fearing  that 
it  would  not  result  in  good.  Brother  William  Smith  op- 
posed these  measures,  and  insisted  on  having  another 
question  proposed,  and  at  length  became  much  enraged. 
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particiilarly  at  me,  and  used  violence  upon  my  person, 
and  also  upon  Elder  Jared  Carter,  and  some  others,  for 
which  I  am  giiered  beyond  measure,  and  can  only 
pray  God  to  forgive  him,  inasmuch  as  he  repents  of  his 

wickedness,  and  humbles  himself  before  the  Lord. 

Thursday^  17 — At  homo,  quite  unwell.  Elder  Orson 
Hyde  called  to  see  me,  and  presented  me  with  a  eo}>y  of 
the  letter  he  handed  me  on  Tuesday  last,  which  I  had  lost. 
The  following  is  the  copy — 

Onm  JEFyds't  Xetfer  0/  OsMplotnl. 

December  16tb,  1836. 
IVetMlent  Smitk:  Six — You  may  eifteem  it  a  novel  circamstaiiM  to 

receive  a  written  communication  from  me  at  this  time.   My  reasons  for 

writinpT  are  the  followinjf — I  have  some  things  which  T  wish  to  00m  - 
municate  to  you,  and  feeling^  a  greater  liberty  to  do  it  by  writirif?  alone 
by  myself,  I  take  this  method,  and  it  is  generally  the  case  you  are 
thronged  with  business,  and  not  convenient  to  spend  much  time  in  con- 
versing upon  subjects  of  the  following  nature.  Therefore  h  t  these  ex- 
cuses palliate  the  novelty  of  the  circumstance,  and  patiently  hear  my 
recital. 

After  the  committee  received  their  stock  of  fall  and  winter  goods,  I 
w«ot  to  Elder  Cahoon  and  told  him  I  was  destitate  ol  a  cloak,  and 
waated  him  to  tnut  me,  until  spring,  for  matoiials  to  make  one.  Ho 
told  me  that  he  wonld  trust  me  nntU  Jaonary,  but  most  then  have  his 
pa^,  as  the  pasrment  fmr  the  goods  beeame  due  at  that  time.  I  told  him 
I  Imew  not  from  wheooe  the  money  would  oome,  and  I  could  not  prom- 
ise it  so  soon.  But,  in  a  few  weeks  after,  I  onezpectedly  obtained  the 
money  to  buy  a  cloak,L  and  applied  immediately  to  Elder  Cahoon  for 
one,  and  told  him  that  I  had  the  cash  to  pay  for  it;  but  he  said  the  ma- 
terials for  cloaks  were  all  sold,  and  that  he  could  not  accommodate  me; 
and  I  will  here  venture  a  guess,  that  he  has  not  realized  the  cash  for 
one  cloak  pattern. 

A  few  weeks  after  this,  I  called  on  Elder  Cahoon  again,  and  told  him 
that  I  wanted  cloth  for  some  shirts,  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  dollars. 
I  told  him  that  I  would  pay  him  in  tho  spring,  and  sooner  if  I  could. 
Hl'  It't  me  have  it.  Not  lonj^  att«'r,  my  school  was  established,  and 
some  of  the  hatuls  who  labored  on  the  house,  attended,  and  wished  to 
pay  me  at  the  committee's  store  for  their  tuition.  I  called  at  the  store 
tose3  f'vny  uei^otiation  could  be  made,  and  they  take  me  ofT  where  I 
owed  them;  but  no  such  negotiation  could  be  made.    These,  with 
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some  other  eireumstaDces  of  a  like  oharaoter,  called  forth  the  foUow- 

ing  reflection: 

In  the  first  place,  I  gave  the  committee  $275.00  in  cash,  besides  some 
more,  and  duriujr  tiic  last  season,  have  traveled  througrh  the  Middle  and 
Eastern  states  to  support  and  uphold  the  store;  and  in  so  doing,  have 
reiliu  rd  myself  to  nothing,  in  a  pecuniary  point.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, this  establishment  refust-d  to  render  me  that  accomm«»dfit ion 
which  a  worldling's  ('stal)lishment  gla<lly  would  have  done;  ami  one, 
too,  which  never  received  a  donation  from  me,  or  in  whose  favor  I  never 
raised  uiy  voice,  or  exerted  my  iulluence.  But  after  all  this,  thought  I, 
it  may  be  right,  and  I  will  be  still — until,  not  long  since,  I  ascertained 
that  Elder  William  Smith  could  go  to  the  store  and  get  whatevt  r  iie 
pleased,  and  no  one  to  say,  why  do  ye  so9  until  his  account  has  amounted 
to  seven  hondred  dollars,  or  ihereabonts,  and  that  he  was  a  silent 
partner  in  the  concern,  but  not  acknowledged  as  snch,  fearinfr  that  his 
creditors  would  make  a  haul  upon  the  store. 

While  we  [the  Twelve]  were  abroad  this  last  season,  we  strained  every 
nerve  to  obtain  a  little  something  for  our  families,  and  regolarly  divided 
the  monies  equally  for  aught  I  know,  not  knowing  that  William  had  such 
a  fountain  at  home,  from  whence  he  drew  his  support.  I  then  called  to 
mind  the  Revelation  in  which  myself,  M'Lellin,  and  Patten  were 
chastened,  and  also  the  quotation  in  that  revelation  of  the  parable  of 
the  twelve  sons,  as  if  tin-  oriLrinal  meaning  referred  directly  to  the 
Twelve  Apostles  of  the  Clnnch  of  Latter-day  Saints.  I  would  now  ask 
if  each  one  of  the  Twelve  has  not  an  equal  right  to  the  same  accommo- 
dations from  that  store,  provided  they  are  alike  faithful?  If  not,  with 
such  a  combination,  mine  honor  be  not  thou  united.  If  each  one  has 
the  same  rij^'ht,  take  the  baskets  trom  off  our  noses,  and  put  one  to 
William's  nose;  or  if  this  cannot  be  done,  reconcile  the  parable  of  the 
twelve  sons,  with  the  superior  privileges  that  William  has.  Pardon  me 
if  I  speak  in  parables  or  parody. 

A  certain  shepherd  had  twelve  sons,  and  he  sent  them  out  one  day 
to  go  and  gather  his  flock  which  was  scattered  upon  the  mountains  and 
in  the  valleys  afar  off.  They  were  all  obedient  to  their  father's  man- 
date, and  at  evening  they  returned  with  the  flock,  and  one  son  received 
wool  enough'to  make  him  warm  and  comfortable,  and  also  received  of 
the  flesh  and  milk  of  the  flock,  the  other  eleven  received  not  so  mueh 
as  one  kid  to  make  merry  with  their  friends. 

These  facts,  with  some  others,  have  disqualified  my  mind  for  study- 
ing the  Hebrew  language,  at  present;  and  believing  as  I  do,  that  I 
must  sink  or  swim,  or  in  other  words,  take  care  of  myself,  I  have 
thought  that  I  should  take  the  most  efficient  means  in  my  power  to  get  . 
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Mt  of  debt;  and  to  this  end  I  propoMd  taking  the  lehool;  bntif  I  am 
not  tluraitlit  competent  to  take  the  ebafipe  of  it,  or  worthy  to  be  placed 
in  that  ftation,  I  muit  deyiie  aome  other  meana  to  help  myself,  although 
httving  been  ovdained  to  that  ofHee  nnder  year  own  hand,  with  a  prom, 
ioa  that  it  ahoold  not  be  taken  from  me. 

The  eonelosion  of  the  whole  matter  is:  I  am  willing  to  continue  and 
do  all  I  ean,  provided  we  can  share  equal  benefits,  one  with  the  other, 
and  npon  no  other  principle  whatever.    If  one  ha»  his  support  from 
the  **publie  erib,"  let  them  all  have  it;  but  if  oneia  pint  l;*  d,  I  am  will- 
ing  to  be,  provided  we  are  all  alike.    If  the  principle  ut'  impartiality 
and  equity  can  be  observed  by  all.  T  think  that  I  will  not  peep  again. 
Tf  I  am  damned,  it  will  be  for  <loin.Lr  what  I  think  is  right.    There  have 
been  two  applications  made  to  me  to  go  into  business  since  I  talked  of 
taking  the  school,  but  it  is  in  the  world,  and  1  had  rather  remain  in 
Kirtland,  it  I  can  consistently.    All  1  ask  is  right. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Orson  Hyde. 

To  President  J.  Smith,  Jun., 
Kirtland,  fte. 


Elder  Orson  Hyde  read  the  fore.LioinLr  copy  liimself,  and 
I  explained  the  objections  he  had  set  iorth  in  it,  and  sat- 
isfied his  mind  upon  every  point,  perfectly.  Reconciiia- 
And  he  observed,  after  I  got  through,  that  he  uydJ^witi^ShS 
was  more  than  satisfied,  «id  would  attend  the  ^v^^*^ 
Hebrew  school,  and  took  the  parting  hand  with  me  with 
every  expression  of  friendship  that  a  gentleman  and  a 
Christian  could  niaiiitVst;  which  1  felt  to  reeiproeale  with 
che»'rfulness,  and  enti'rtain  the  best  of  feeling  for  him, 
and  most  cheerfully  forgive  him  the  ingi-atitude  which 
was  manifested  in  his  letter,  knowing  that  it  was  for  want 
of  correct  information,  that  his  mind  was  disturbed,  as  far 
as  his  reflections  related  to  me;  bnt  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mittee he  was  not  treated  right  in  all  things ;  however,  all 
things  are  settled  amicably,  and  no  hardness  exists  be- 
tween us  and  them. 

I  told  Elder  Cahoon,  of  the  Temple  connnittee,  that  we 
must  sustain  the  Twelve,  and  not  let  them  go  down;  if  we 
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do  not,  ihey  most  go  down,  for  the  bnrden  ia  <m  them  and 
ch8rg<^to  is  coming  on  them  heavier  and  heavier.  If 
to  susuLTe  the  Twelve  go  down,  we  must  go  down,  but 
Tw«iT».  must  sustain  them. 

My  father  aud  mother  called  this  evening  to  see  me  up- 
on the  sii)»j<H't  of  the  difliculty  that  occurred  at  their 
house,  on  We  dnesday  eveuin*?,  between  me  and  my  brother 
Sorrow  of  William.  They  were  sorely  afflicted  in  mind 
Staler  Smith  OH  accouut  of  that  occurrence.  I  conversed 
saSi^^inK  ^tih  them  and  convinced  them  that  I  was  not 
to  blame  in  taking  the  course  I  did,  but  had 
acted  in  rightousness  in  all  things  on  fliat  occasion.  I  in- 
vited thciii  to  conic  and  live  with  me.  They  consented  to 
do  so  as  soon  as  it  was  practicable. 

Brotlicr  Hyrum  Smith  called  to  se»'  me, 
and  read  a  letter  that  he  received  from  William,  in  which 
he  asked  for^^nveness  for.  the  abuse  he  offered  to  him 
The  Sym-  (Hyrum)  at  the  debate.  He  tarried  most  of 
the  forenoon,  and  conversed  freely  with  me 
hiV'Brotber  "P^^  subjcct  of  thc  difSculty  existing  be- 
Hyrnm.  twcen  me  and  Brother  William.  He  said  that 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  conrse  I  had  taken  in  re- 
bukiii.sr  William  in  his  wickedness,  bnt  he  is  wounded  to  the 
very  soul,  because  of  the  conduct  of  William;  and  although 
he  experiences  the  tender  feelings  of  a  brother  towards  him, 
yet  he  can  bnt  look  upon  his  conduct  as  an  abomination  in 
the  sight  of  God.  And  I  could  pray  in  my  heart  that  aD 
my  brethren  were  like  unto  my  beloved  brother  Hyrum, 
who  j)0ssesses  the  mildness  of  a  lamb,  and  the  integrity 
of  a  Job,  and  in  short,  the  meekness  and  humility  of 
C^hrist;  and  1  love  him  with  that  love  that  is  strontrer 
than  death,  for  1  never  had  occasion  to  rebuke  him,  nor 
he  mc,  which  he  declared  when  he  left  me  to-day. 

This  day,  received  the  following  letter  from  Brother 
WilUam  Smith: 

Willifim  Smith's  Letter  to  the  Prophet. 
lUK^tttSa  JOSSPU — Thoui^h  I  do  not  know  but  1  have  forfeited  all  right 
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Mid  title  to  the  word  brother,  in  eonsequenee  of  what  I  have  done, 
(for  I  consider,  myeelfy  that  I  am  unworthy  to  be  called  one.)  after 
oominif  to  myself,  and  considering  what  I  have  done,  I  feel  as  though 
it  was  a  duty  to  make  a  humble  confession  to  you,  for  what  I  have 
done,  or  what  took  place  the  other  evening;  but  leave  this  part  of  the 
subject  at  present.    I  was  called  to  an  account,  by  the  Twelve,  yester- 
day, for  my  conduct;  or  they  desired  to  know  my  mind  or  determina- 
tion, and  what  I  was  {,'oinj^  to  do.    I  told  them  that  on  rellectiou  upon 
the  many  difliculties  that  I  had  had  with  the  Church,  and  the  much  dis- 
grace I  had  brought  upon  myself  in  consecjuence  of  these  thinjrs,  and 
also  that  my  health  would  not  permit  me  to  go  to  school  to  make  any 
preparations  for  the  endowment,  and  that  my  health  was  such  that  I 
mt  not  able  to  tmTol,  tliat  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  appoint  one, 
in  the  offlee,  that  would  be  better  able  to  fill  it,  and  by  doing  this  tbey 
wonJd  throw  me  into  the  hands  of  the  Chnreh,  and  leave  me  where  I 
was  before  I  waa  choaen;  then  I  would  not  be  in  a  sitnation  to  bring  ao 
nneh  diagraoe  upon  the  oanse,  when  I  taHi  into  temptation;  and  per* 
bapa,  by  thia  I  might  obtain  aalration.  Yon  know  my  paaaions  and 
the  danger  of  fidling  from  ao  high  a  station;  and  thns  by  withdrawing 
from  the  office  of  the  Apoatleship,  while  there  is  salvation  for  me,  and 
remaining  a  member  of  the  Church — feel  afraid,  if  I  don't  do  this,  it 
will  be  worse  for  me  some  other  day. 

And  again,  my  health  is  poor,  and  I  am  not  able  to  travel  and  it  is 
neecsBary  the  office  should  not  be  idle.  And  again,  1  say,  yon  know 
my  passional,  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  the  worse  for  me  by  and  by. 
Do  so,  if  the  Lord  will  liave  mercy  on  me,  and  let  me  reraa'n  as  a  mem- 
ber in  the  Church,  and  then  I  can  travel  and  preach  when  1  am  able. 
Do  not  think  I  am  your  enemy  for  what  I  have  done.  Perhaps  you 
may  say  or  ask  why  I  have  not  remembered  the  good  that  you  have 
done  to  me.  When  I  reflect  upon  the  injury  1  have  done  you,  I  must 
confess  that  I  do  not  know  what  I  have  been  about.  1  feel  sorry  for 
what  I  have  done,  and  humbly  ask  your  forgiveness.  I  have  not  con- 
fidence as  yet  to  come  and  see  you,  for  I  feel  ashamed  of  what  I  have 
done;  and  as  I  feel  now,  1  fed  as  though  all  the  confessions  that  I 
eoald  malcc,  verbally  or  by  writing,  would  not  be  snffioient  to  atone  for 
the  tnmagression.  fie  this  aa  it  may,  I  am  willing  to  make  all  the  rea- 
titution  yon  shall  require.  If  I  can  atay  in  the  Chnreh  aa  a  member, 
I  win  try  to  make  all  the  aatisfkMstion  possible. 

Tours  with  respeet, 

WiLUAM  Smith. 

P.S. — Do  not  cast  me  off  for  what  I  have  done,  but  strive  to  save  me  in 
the  Church  as  a  member.  I  do  repent  of  what  I  have  done  to  you  and 
ask  your  forgiveness.    I  consider  the  transgression,  the  other  evening, 
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of  no  small  magnitude:  but  it  is  done,  and  I  cannot  help  it  now.  I  kuow, 
Brother  Joseph,  you  juc  always  willinjj  to  forjjive;  but  I  sonietiiutJS 
think,  when  I  retlect  upon  the  many  injuries  I  have  done  you,  I  feel  as 
though  cobfessioD  was  hardly  sufficient.  But  have  mercy  on  me  this 
.  once,  and  I  wQl  tiy  to  do  ao  no  mott. 

The  Twelve  ealled  a  Conneil  yesteidaj,  and  lent  over  eltarinet  aad 
I  went  oyer.  Thia  Connoil,  xemembery  was  ealled  together  by  thrai- 
•elvet  and  not  by  me.  W.  B. 

To  the  foregoiug  I  gave  the  i'oUowiug  answer  the  same 
day: 

Letter  of  the  Prophet  to  his  Brother  William* 

BroTHIB  Willi  Ail — Having  received  your  letter,  I  now  proceed  to 
answer  it,  and  shall  first  proceed  to  pfive  a  brief  narration  of  my  feel- 
ings and  motives  since  the  nipht  I  tirst  came  to  the  knowledge  of  your 
havin^^  a  del)atinf?  school,  which  was  at  the  time  I  happened  in  with 
Bish(»p  Whitney,  his  father  and  mother,  iVc. ;  and  from  that  time  I 
took  an  interest  in  it,  and  was  delighted  with  it,  and  formed  a  de- 
termination to  attend  th«  school,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaininsr  infor- 
mation, and  with  the  idea  of  impartinjf  the  same,  through  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  if  by  any  means  I  should  have  laith  to 
do  so.  And  with  this  intent,  I  went  to  the  school  on  lant  Wednesday 
night,  not  witii  the  idea  of  breaking  up  the  school,  neither  did  it  enter 
into  my  heart  that  there  was  any  wrangling  or  jeaUmsies  in  your  heart 
against  me.  Notwithstanding,  prerions  to  my  leaving  homot  there 
were  feelings  of  solemnity  rolling  across  my  breast,  which  were  nn- 
aoconntable  to  me ;  and  also  these  feelings  eontinned  }ry  spells  to  depress 
my  spirits,  and  seemed  to  manifest  that  all  was  not  right,  even  after 
the  sehool  eommeneed,  and  daring  the  debate,  yet  I  strove  to  believe 
that  all  would  work  together  for  s:ood.  I  was  pleased  with  the  power 
of  the  argoments  that  were  used,  and  did  not  feel  to  cast  any  reflectiona 
upon  any  one  that  had  spoken;  bat  1  felt  it  waa  the  daty  of  old  men 
that  sat  as  Presidents,  to  be  as  grave,  at  least,  as  young  men,  and  thai 
it  was  our  duty  to  smile  (not)  at  solid  arguments  and  sound  reasonings; 
and  bo  impressed  with  solemnity,  which  should  be  manifested  in  our 
countenances,  when  folly  which  militates  against  truth  andhghteooness, 
rears  its  head. 

Therefore,  in  the  spirit  of  my  calling,  and  in  view  of  the  authority  of 
the  Priesthood  that  has  been  conferred  upon  me,  it  would  be  my  duty 
to  reprove  whatever  I  esteemed  to  be  wrong,  fondly  hoping  in  my 
heart,  that  all  parties  would  consider  it  right,  and  therefore  humble 
themselves,  that  Satan  might  not  take  the  advantage  of  us,  and  hinder 
the  progress  of  oar  sehool. 

Now,  Brother  Willian,  I  want  yoa  shonld  bear  with  me,  notwith* 
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ttandiiiff  my  plainiiMS.  I  would  say  to  yon  that  my  feelincs  were 
griered  at  the  interraption  you  made  upon  Elder  M'Lelliii.  I  tboQiclit 
yon  should  consider  yonr  relationship  with  him  in  yonr  Apostleship, 
and  not  manifest  any  division  of  sentiment  between  yon  and  him,  for  a 
anrroonding  multitude  to  take  advantage  of  yon;  therefore,  by  way  of 
entreaty,  onaoeonntof  the  anxiety  I  had  for  yonrinflnenee  and  welfare, 
I  said  noto  you:  Do  not  have  any  feeling^s;  or  something  to  that 
amount.  Why  I  am  thus  partienlar,  is,  that  if  you  have  misconstrued 
my  feeling^s  towards  yon,  yon  may  be  eoneeted.  But  to  proceed. 
After  thf  school  was  closed,  Brother  Hymm  requested  the  privilege  of 
speaking;  you  objected;  however,  you  said  if  he  would  not  abuse  the 
school,  he  might  speak,  and  that  you  would  not  allow  any  man  to  ul)nse 
the  school  in  your  house.  Now,  you  had  no  reason  to  stis[)(  ot  tiiat 
Hyrum  would  abuse  the  school;  therefore,  my  feelings  wt*re  mortified 
at  these  unnecessary  observations.  I  undertook  to  reason  with  you, 
but  you  mauifcfited  an  inconsiderate  and  .stubborn  spirit.  I  then  de- 
spaired of  benefitting  you,  on  account  of  the  spirit  you  uiauiiested, 
which  drew  from  me  the  expression  that  you  were  as  ugly  as  the  devil. 
Father  then  oommanded  silenee,  and  I  formed  a  determination  to  obey 
his  mandate,  and  was  about  to  leave  the  house,  with  the  impression 
that  you  was  under  the  inflnenee  of  a  wieked  spurit:  you  replied  that 
Tou  would  say  what  srou  pleased  in  your  own  liouse,  Father  said:  Say 
what  you  please,  but  let  the  rest  hold  their  tongues.  Then  a  refleetion 
rushed  through  my  mind,  of  the  anxiety  and  eare  I  have  had  for  yon 
and  your  family,  in  doing  what  I  did  in  finishing  your  house,  and  pro- 
viding flonr  for  your  family, i^'c. ;  and  also,  father  had  possession*  in  the 
house  as  well  as  yourself;  and  when  at  any  time  have  I  tran.<igresstd 
the  commandments  of  my  father,  or  sold  my  birthright,  that  I  should 
not  have  ibe  privilege  of  speaking  in  mv  fathers  house,  or  in  other 
words,  in  my  father's  fainily,  or  in  your  house,  (for  so  we  will  call  it, 
and  so  it  shall  be,)  that  I  should  not  have  the  privilege  of  reproving  a 
younger  lirother?  Tlun(  foi  *-  I  said.  I  will  speak,  for  I  built  the  house, 
and  it  is  as  much  nunv  us  yours;  or  something  to  that  cfTect.  I  should 
have  «ai(l,  that  I  helped  to  finish  the  house.  I  said  it  merely  to  show 
that  it  could  not  be  the  right  spirit  that  would  rise  up  for  trifling  mat- 
ters, and  undertake  to  put  me  to  silence.  I  saw  that  your  indignation 
was  kindled  against  me,  and  yoa  made  towards  me.  I  was  not  then  to 
be  moved,  and  I  thought  to  pull  off  my  loose  eoat,  lest  it  should  tangle 
me,  and  you  be  left  to  hurt  me,  but  not  with  the  intention  of  hurting 
yon.  But  yon  were  too  quiok  tor  me,  and  having  onee  fallen  into  the 
bands  of  a  mob,  and  been  wounded  in  my  side,  and  now  into  the  handa 

•  That  is,  Father  Smith  had  aairisted  InlmlldlBf  the  hoiue,Mid  WM  alio  at  that 
iloM  making  his  home  with  WiUiam. 
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of  a  brother,  my  lido  gsw  way.  And  after  having  been  reaenod  horn 

your  grasp,  I  left  your  honae  wHh  feelings  indescribable — the  scenery 
had  chanffod,  and  all  those  expectations  that  I  bad  cheriahed«  whan 
going  to  your  boiiae,  and  brotherly  kindneaa,  efaarity,  t'orbeamnce.  and 
natnral  affection,  that  in  duty  bind  na  not  to  make  each  other  offend- 
ers for  a  word.  But  nlas!  abase,  anprer,  malice,  hatred,  and  rage, 
with  a  lame  side,  with  luarks  of  violence  heaped  upon  nie  by  a  brotlier, 
were  the  reflections  of  my  disappointment;  and  with  these  I  returned 
home,  not  able  to  sit  down  or  rise  up  without  help,  buty  through  the 
blessing  of  God,  I  am  now  better. 

I  received  your  letter,  and  pi  ruscfl  it  with  cai*e,  I  have  not  »'iiter- 
tained  a  feeling?  of  malice  against  you.  1  am  older  than  you  aud  have 
endured  more  suffering,  having  been  marred  by  mobs.  The  labors  of 
my  calling,  a  series  of  persecutions  and  injuries  continually  heaped  up- 
on me — all  aerve  to  debilitate  my  body;  and  it  may  be  that  I  eattset 
boast  of  being  atronger  than  yoa.  If  I  oonld  or  eomld  not,  wonid  this 
be  an  honor  or  diahonor  to  meT  If  I  oonld  boaat,  like  David,  of  alay- 
inff  a  GoUah,  who  defied  the  armies  of  the  living  God;  or,  like  Panl,  of 
oontendinv  with  Peter,  face  to  faee,  with  aonnd  aiyoments,  it  might  be 
an  honor;  bnt  to  manf^e  the  fleah,  or  seek  revenge  npoo  one  who  neiver 
did  you  any  wrong,  eannot  be  n  aonrae  of  cweet  refleetioa  to  yen  nor  to 
me,  neither  to  an  honorable  father  and  mother,  brothers  snd  aiatera. 
And  when  we  reflect  with  what  care,  and  with  what  unremitting  dil' 
in^ence  our  parents  have  striven  to  watch  over  na,and  how  many  hours 
of  sorrow  and  anxiety  they  have  spent,  over  our  eradles  and  bed-sidea, 
in  times  of  sickness,  how  careful  we  ought  to  be  of  their  feelings  in 
their  old  a<r<'!  Tt  eatiriot  be  a  source  of  sweet  reflection  to  us,  to  saj'ordo 
anythiuf^  that  will  briug  their  gray  hairs  down  with  sorrow  to  the  grave. 

In  your  letter  you  ask  my  forgiveness,  which  I  readilj*  prant.  But  it 
seems  to  ine,  that  you  still  retain  an  idea  that  I  have  given  jou  reasons 
to  be  antrry  or  disaffected  with  me.  Grant  me  the  privilef^e  of  vayinsr 
then,  that  however  hasty  and  harsh  1  may  have  .spoken  at  auy  litn»'  t<» 
you,  it  has  been  done  for  the  express  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  warn, 
exhort,  admonish,  and  rescue  you  from  falling  into  dilhculties  and  sor- 
rowa,  whioh  I  foresaw  yon  plunging  into,  by  giviuc;  way  to  that  wicked 
spirit,  whieh  yon  eall  yonr  passions,  whrah  yon  should  enxb  and  break 
down,  and  pnt  under  your  feet;  whieh  if  yon  do  not,  yon  never  ean  be 
aaved,  in  my  view,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Qod.  God  requirea  the  will  of 
His  ereaturea  to  be  swaUowed  up  in  Hia  will. 

Ton  deaure  to  remain  in  the  Church,  but  forsake  your  Apoetleahip. 
Thia  ia  the  stratagem  of  the  evil  one;  when  he  haa  gained  one  ad- 
vantage,  he  lays  a  plan  for  another.  Bnt  by  maintaining  your  Apos- 
tleship,  in  rising  up  and  making  one  tremendona  effort,  you  may  ovei^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  1835J 


mSTOEY  OF  THE  CHURCH 


343 


oome  your  pannoiM  aod  please  God«  And  by  fonakiDK  your  Apostle- 
ship,  is  not  to  be  willing  to  make  tbat  aaeriflee  that  Qod  requires  at 
Tonr  bands,  and  is  to  incur  His  displeasore;  and  without  pleasinip  God,  ■ 
we  do  not  think  it  will  be  any  better  for  yon.  When  a  man  ftdls  one 
step,  he  mnst  regain  that  stop  again,  or  fall  another;  he  has  ^till  more 
to  gain,  or  OTentaally  all  is  lost. 

I  desire.  Brother  William,  that  yon  will  humble  .yourself.  I  freely 
forj^rivc  yon,  and  yon  know  my  unshaken  and  unchangeable  disposition; 
I  know  in  whom  I  trust;  I  stand  opon  the  rock;  the  floods  cannot,  no, 
they  shall  not,  overthrow  me.  Yon  know  the  doctrine  I  teach  is  true, 
you  know  that  Gk>d  has  blessed  me.  I  brongrht  salvation  to  my  father's 
house,  as  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  God,  when  they  were  in  a  mis- 
erable situation.  You  know  that  it  is  my  duty  to  admonish  you.  when 
you  do  wron^'.  This  liberty  I  shall  always  take,  and  you  shall  have 
the  same  privileg^e.  I  take  the  liberty  to  admonish  you,  because  of 
niy  birthright;  and  I  prant  you  the  privilege,  because  it  is  my  duty  to 
be  humble,  and  receive  rebuke  and  instruction  from  a  brother,  or  a 
friend. 

As  it  reprards  what  course  you  shall  pursue  hereafter,  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  say;  I  leave  you  in  the  hands  of  God  and  His  Church.  Make 
your  own  decision ;  I  will  do  you  good,  although  you  mar  me,  or  slay 
me.  By  so  doing,  my  gaimento  shall  be  elear  of  yonr  sins.  And  if  at 
any  time  yon  should  oonsider  me  to  be  an  impostor,  for  heaven's  sake 
leave  me  in  the  hands  of  God,  and  not  thmk  to  take  yengeanee  on  me 
yooiaelf .  Tyranny,  nsnrpation,  and  to  take  men*s  righto,  erer  has 
been  and  ever  shall  be  banished  from  my  heart  David  songht  not  to 
kill  Ssnl,  although  he  was  guilty  of  oiimes  that  never  entered  my 

And  now  may  God  have  mer^npon  my  father's  honse ;  may  God  take 
away  enmity  from  between  me  and  thee;  and  may  all  blessings  be  re* 
stored,  and  the  past  be  forgotten  forever.  May  bumble  repentance 
bring  us  both  to  Thee,  0  Qod,  and  to  Thy  power  and  protection,  and  a 
crown,  to  enjoy  the  society  of  father,  mother,  Alvin,  Hyrum,  Sophro- 
nia,  Samuel,  Catherine,  Carlos,  Lucy,  the  Saints,  and  all  the  sanctified 
in  peace,  for  ever,  is  the  prayer  of  your  brother, 

Joseph  Smith,  Jun. 

To  WiUiam  Smith. 

Saturday  J 19.  —  At  home.    Sent  the  above  letter  to 
Brother  William  Smith.  I  have  had  manysolenm  feel- 
ings this  day  oonoeniiDg  my  brother  William^   Desire  of  the 
and  have  prayed  in  my  heart  fervently,  that  JfTmi^  ^' 
the  Lord  will  not  cast  him  off,  but  that  he  8«hr«iioii. 
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may  return  to  the  God  of  Jacob,  and  magnify  his  Apos- 
tleship  and  calling?.  May  this  be  his  happy  Jot,  for  the 
Lord  of  glory's  sake.  Amen. 

Sunday,  ;Jo. — At  home  all  day.  Took  solid  eomtort 
with  my  family.  Had  many  serious  reflections.  Brotliers 
Sundry  Prmy-  Palmer  and  Taylor  called  to  see  me.  I  showed 
prophet'for  them  the  saored  records,  to  their  joy  and  satis- 
of  Vrriour  faction.  0!  may  God  have  mercy  upon  these 
Bnrthran.  mm,  and  keep  them  in  the  way  of  everlasting 
life,  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Ainoii. 

Moufhuf,  ^1, — Spent  this  day  at  iionie,  einleavoriug"  to 
treasure  up  knowledge  for  the  benefit  of  my  calling.  The 
day  passed  off  very  pleasantly.  I  thank  the  Lord  for  His 
blessings  to  my  soul,  His  great  mercy  over  my  family  in 
sparing  our  lives.  O  continue  Thy  care  over  me  and 
mine,  for  Christ's  sake. 

Tuesday^  22, — ^At  home.  Continued  my  studies.  O  may 
God  give  me  learning,  even  language;  and  endue  me  with 
qualitit  atiojis  to  magnify  His  name  while  I  live. 

I  also  (h'liv(M-ed  an  address  to  the  Church,  this  evening. 
The  Lord  blessed  my  soul.  My  scribe  is  unwell.  O  may 
God  heal  him.  And  for  his  kindness  to  me,  O  my  soul, 
be  thou  grateful  to  him,  and  bless  him.  And  he  shall 
be  blessed  of  God  for  ever,  for  I  believe  him  to  be  a  faith- 
ful friend  to  me,  therefore  my  soul  delighteth  in  him. 
Amen. 

Wednesday,  ^H. — In  the  forenoon,  at  home,  studying 
the  GnM'k  language.  And  also  waited  upon  the  brethren 
who  came  in,  and  exhibited  to  them  the  j)apyrus.  After- 
noon, visited  Brother  Leonard  Rich,  with  the  relatives  of 
Brother  Oliver  Cowdery.  Had  not  a  very  agreeable  visit, 
for  I  found  them  filled  with  prejudice  against  the  work  of 
the  Lord,  and  their  minds  blinded  with  superstition  and 
igiiorauce. 

'I  hursday,  — The  forenoon,  at  home.  In  the  atter- 
niHUU  I  assisted  the  commissioner  ap])ointed  by  the  [coun- 
ty !  <K*ttrt,  iu  surveying  a  road  across  my  farm. 
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Friday,  25. — Enjoyed  myself  at  home  with  my  family, 
all  day,  it  being  Christmas,  the  only  time  I  have  had  this 
privilege  so  satisfaotorily  for  a  long  period.  TiMFraphei's 
Brother  Jonathan  Crosby  called  this  evening.  Hoin«^^ 

Saturday,  26, — Commenced  again  studying  tlie  Hebrew 
language,  in  company  with  Bi-others  Parrish  and  Wil- 
liams. In  the  meantime,  Brother  Lyman  The  Prophet's 
Sherman  came  in,  and  requested  to  have  the  2,e"srudyif 
word  of  the  Lord  through  me;  **for,''  said  he,  H«bww. 
^'I  have  been  wrought  upon  to  make  known  to  you  my 
feelings  and  desires,  and  was  promised  that  I  should  have 
a  revelation  which  should  make  known  my  duty.'' 

Bevelation  given  to  Lyman  Shermanf  December  26^ 

Verily  tbna  aaith  the  Lord  unto  TOQf  my  serrant  Lynuui,  yoor  lui 
an  tmrgi^mk  yoa,  beeaof  e  yon  have  ob^d  my  Toiee  m  ooaang  up 
hither  this  moming  to  reeeiTe  eoniiMl  of  him  whom  I  hare  appointed. 
Therefore,  let  yonr  soul  be  at  rest  coDeeming  your  ipiritnal  atanding, 

and  resist  no  more  my  Toiee;  and  arise  up  and  be  more  carefal  henee- 
forth,  in  observing  your  vows  which  you  have  made,  and  do  make,  and 
yon  shall  be  blessed  with  exceeding  great  blessings.    Wait  patiently 

until  the  solemn  assembly  shall  be  called  of  my  servants,  then  you 

shall  be  remembered  with  the  first  of  mine  Elders,  and  receive  right  by 
ordination  with  the  rest  of  mine  Elders,  whom  I  have  chosen.  Behold, 
this  is  the  promise  of  the  Father  unto  yon  if  you  continue  faithful;  and 
it  shall  be  fulfilled  upon  you  in  that  d^y  that  you  shall  have  rif,'ht  to 
preach  my  Gospel  wheresoever  I  shall  send  you,  from  heucefortii  from 
that  time.  Therefore,  strenjjthen  your  brethren  in  all  your  conversa- 
tion, in  all  your  prayers,  in  all  your  exhortations,  and  in  all  your 
doings;  and  behold,  and  lo!  I  am  with  you  to  bless  you,  and  delivtr 
you  fofover.  Amen. 

Sunday^  27. — At  the  usual  hour,  attended  meeting  at 
the  school  house.  President  Covvdery  deliv-  Sunday 
ered  a  very  able  and  interestintr  discourse.  s«rTic«s. 

In  the  afternoon,  Brother  Hyrum  8mith  and  Bishop 
Partridge  delivered  each  a  short  and  interestiiig  lecture^ 
after  which  Sacrament  was  administered. 

While  chopping  wood  at  my  door,  on  the  25th  instant^ 
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two  gentlemeii  called,  and  requested  an  interview  with 

Trifling  heads  of  the  Church,  which  I  agreed  to 

VMton.  grant  them  this  morning,  but  they  did  not 
come,  and  I  consider  they  were  trifling  characters. 

Monildji^  -i'.v. — iiavinic  preivously  preferred  a  charge 
against  Aimon  W.  Babbitt,  for  traducing  my  character, 

Amdffnnient  moming  Called  before  the  High 

of  Aimonw.    Council,  and  I  attended  with  my  witnesses, 
and  substantiated  the  charge  against  him; 

and  he  in  part  acknowledged  his  fault,  but  not  satisfac- 
torily to  the  Council ;  and  after  parleying  with  him  a  long 
time,  and  granting  him  every  indulgence  that  righteous- 
ness required,  the  Council  adjourned  without  obtaining  a 
full  (  onf.  ssion  from  him. 

This  day  the  Council  of  the  Seventy  met  to  render  an 
account  of  their  travels  and  ministry,  since  they  were 

First  Report  <>^^^  ^  Apostlcship.  The  meeting 
of  the  Sew   W.13  interesting  indeed,  and  my  heart  was 

made  glad  wliile  listening  to  the  relation  of 

those  that  had  been  laboring  in  the  vineyard  ot  the  Lord, 

with  such  marvelous  success.    And  I  pray  God  to  bless 

them  with  an  increase  of  faith  and  power,  and  keep  them 

all,  with  the  endurance  of  faith  in  the  name  of  Jesus 

Christ  to  the  end. 

Tuesday^  29, — ^The  following  charges  were  preferred: 

lo  the  Honorabh  Presidency  oj  the  Chm^  oj  CkHit  of  JjaU«Hkty  SaimU^ 
againtt  Elder  William  Smith,  . 

Ist.  Unclirbtuailike  oondaet  in  spealdiig  diarMpeotfaUy  of  PtesideDt 
JoMph  Smith,  Jon.,  mud  the  revelationt  and  oomniMidmeiits  givieii 
thronsli  him. 

2iid.  For  attomptiiig  to  infliot  pertonal  yioleiioe  on  Prendont  Joooph 
Smith,  Jnn. 

Obsok  Jomrsoir. 

I  remained  at  home  until  about  ten  o'clock.  I  then  at- 

.  .  tended  a  blessing  meeting  at  Oliver  Olney's,  in 
Blessing  compauy  With  niy  wire,  and  tather  and  moth- 
MeatiBc.  ^^^^        come  to  live  with  me.  Also 
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my  scribe  went  with  us.  A  large  company  assembled, 
when  Father  Smith  made  some  appropriate  remarks.  A 

hyniii  was  suiii:-  an<l  father  opened  the  meeting  hy 
prayer.  About  iit'teeii  ])ersons  then  Vfccivod  patriarehal 
blessings  under  his  hands.  The  services  were  concluded 
as  they  commenced.  A  table  was  crowned  with  the 
bounties  of  nature;  and  after  invoking  the  benediction 
of  heaven  upon  the  rich  repast,  we  fared  sumptuously  $ 
and  suffice  it  to  say  that  we  had  a  glorious  meeting 
throughout,  and  I  was  mneh  pleased  with  the  harmony 
that  existed  among  the  brethren  and  sisters.  We  returned 
home,  an<l  at  early  candle-light  I  preached  at  the  school 
house  to  a  crow^led  congregation,  who  listened  with  at- 
tention about  three  hours.  I  had  liberty  in  speaking. 
Some  F^byterians  were  present,  as  I  afterwards  learned; 
and  I  expect  that  some  of  my  sayings  sat  like  a  garment 
that  was  well  fitted,  as  I  exposed  their  abominations  in 
the  language  of  the  scriptures;  and  .1  pray  God  that  it 
may  be  like  a  nail  in  a  sure  place,  driven  by  the  master 
of  assemblies. 

Wednesday  f  30. — Spent  the  day  reading  Hebrew  at  the 
council  room,  in  company  with  ray  scribe,  Hebrew 
who  is  recovering  his  health,  which  gives  me  s^es. 
much  satisfaction,  for  I  delight  in  his  company. 

Thursday,  31. — ^At  home.  After  attending  to  the  duties 
of  mv  family,  retired  to  the  council  room  to  _ 

i    1-         mi  -1     i?  i.u    rn      1  Quejitlons  of 

pursue  my  stu<lies.  TheCouncil  or  the  1  welve    the  Twelve 
convened  in  the  upi»er  room,  in  the  j)riiiting  Triiii*^of%- 
ofiSice,  directly  over  the  room  where  we  were 
assemltled  in  our  studies.   They  sent  for  me,  and  the 
Presidency,  or  a  part  of  them,  to  receive  counsel  from  us 
on  the  subject  of  the  council  which  is  to  be  held  on  Sat- 
mday  next. 

In  the  afternoon  I  attended  at  the  chapel  to  give  direc- 
tions concerning  the  upper  rooms,  and  more  especially 
the  west  room,  which  I  intend  oc(*upying  for  a  translating 
room,  which  will  be  prepared  this  week. 
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The  public  mind  hsiA  been  excited  of  late,  by  reports 
which  have  been  ciicnlated  coneeining  certain  Egyp- 
tian mummies  and  ancient  records^  which  were  pur- 
,   ,      ^     chased  by  certain  eentlemen  of  Kirtland,  last 

An  Account  . 

otfb«  Book     July.    It  has  l)een  said  that  the  piirehasers  of 

of  AbmhuB*  .    ,  ^  i     i  i 

these  aulKiuitics  pretend  they  have  the  bodies 

of  Abraham,  Abinieleeli,  (the  kiii^c  of  the  Phihstines,) 
Joseph,  who  was  sold  into  Egypt,  &c.,  &c.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attracting  the  attention  of  the  multitude,  and 
gulling  the  unwary;  which  is  utterly  false.  Who  these 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Egypt  were,  I  do  not  at  present 
say.  Abmham  wbb  bnri«d  on  his  own  possession  "in  flie 

cave  of  Maehpehdi,  in  the  field  of  Eplnon,  the  son  of 
Zohah,  the  Hittite,  whitili  is  before  Manire,"  which  he 
purchased  of  the  sons  of  Heth.    Abimelech  lived  in  the 
same  country,  and,  for  aught  we  know,  died  there;  and 
the  children  of  Israel  carried  Joseph's  bones  from  Egypt, 
when  they  went  out  imder  Moses;  consequently,  these 
could  not  have  been  found  m  Egypt,  in  tiie  nineteenth 
century.   The  record  of  Abraham  and  Joseph,  found 
with  the  niuniniies,  is  beautifully  written  on  papyrus, 
with  black,  and  a  small  jiart  red,  ink  or  paint,  in  ])erfect 
preservation.    The  characters  are  such  as  you  find  upon 
the  cofiins  of  mummies — hieroglyphics,  etc. ;  with  many 
characters  or  letters  like  the  present  (though  probably 
not  quite  so  square)  form  of  the  Hebrew  without  points. 
The  records  were  obtained  from  one  of  the  catacombs  in 
E«rypt,  near  the  place  where  once  stood  the  renowned 
city  of  Thebes,  by  tlie  celebraterl  French  traveler,  Antonio 
Sebolo,  in  the  year  1831.    He  procured  license  from 
Meheniet  Ali,  then  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  Chevalier  Drovetti,  the  French  Consul,  in  the  year 
1828,  and  employed  four  hundred  and  thirty- three  men, 
four  months  and  two  days  (if  I  understand  correctly) — 
Egyptian  or  Turkish  soldiers,  at  from  four  to  six  cents 
per  diem,  each  man.  Be  entered  the  catacomb  June  7, 1831, 
and  obtained  eleven  nmnimies.    There  were  several  hun- 
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died  mnmmieB  in  the  same  catacomb;  abont  one  hondred 

embalmed  after  the  first  order,  and  placed  in  niches,  and 

two  or  tliiMie  huiidrod  after  the  second  and  thinl  orders, 
aud  laid  upon  the  floor  or  l)Ottom  of  the  grand  cavity. 
The  two  hvst  orders  of  embahued  were  so  decayed,  that 
they  could  not  be  removed,  and  only  eleven  of  the  first, 
fonnd  in  the  niches.  On  his  way  from  Alexandria  to 
Paris,  he  pnt  in  at  Trieste,  and,  after  ten  days'  illness, 
expired.  This  was  in  the  year  1832.  Previons  to  his 
decease,  be  made  a  will  of  the  whole,  to  Mr.  Michael  H. 
Chandler,  (then  in  l*liiladelphia,  Pa., )  his  nephew,  whom 
he  supposed  to  Ix'  in  Ireland.  Accordingly,  the  whole 
were  sent  to  Dublin,  and  Mr.  (Jhandler's  friends  ordered 
them  to  New  York,  where  they  were  received  at  the  Cus- 
tom House,  in  the  winter  or  spring  of  1833.  In  April,  of 
the  same  year,  Mr.  Chandler  paid  the  duties  and  took 
possession  of  his  mnmmies.  X^p  to  this  time,  they  had 
not  been  taken  out  of  the  collins,  nor  the  coffins  opened. 
On  opening?  the  coffins,  he  discovei*ed  that  in  connection 
with  two  of  the  }>odics,  was  soniethin*^  rolled  up  with  the 
same  kind  of  linen,  saturated  with  the  same  bitumen, 
which,  when  examined,  proved  to  be  two  rolls  of  papyrus, 
previously  mentioned.  Two  or  three  other  small  pieces 
of  papyrus,  with  astronomical  calculations,  epitaphs,  &c., 
were  found  with  others  of  the  mummies.  When  Mr. 
Chandler  discovered  that  there  was  something  with  the 
mummies,  he  supposed  or  hoped  it  niig:ht  be  some 
diamonds  or  valuable  metal,  and  was  no  little  chagrined 
when  he  saw  his  disappointment.  *'He  was  immediately 
told,  while  yet  in  the  custom  house,  that  there  was  no 
man  in  that  city  who  could  translate  his  roll;  but  was  re- 
ferred, by  the  same  gentleman,  (a  stranger,)  to  Mr.  Jos- 
eph Smith,  Jun.,  who,  continued  he,  possesses  some 
kind  of  power  or  grifts,  by  which  he  had  previously  trans- 
lated similar  characters."  I  was  then  unknown  to  Mr. 
Chandler,  neither  did  he  know  that  such  a  book  or  work 
as  the  record  of  the  Nephites,  had  been  brought  before 
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the  pnhlio.  From  New  York,  he  took  his  collection  on 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  obtained  the  certificate  <^  the 
learned^'"  and  from  thence  came  on  to  Ktrtland,  as  before 
related,  in  Jnly.   Thus  I  have  given  a  brief  history  of  the 

manner  in  which  the  writings  of  the  fathers,  Abraham 

*  The  Meoont  h«ra  glrtm  of  how  the  Prophet  eune  Into  posMMkm  of  tiio  writlaco 

of  Abraham,  and  of  Joseph,  the  son  of  Jacob,  was  adapted  from  an  article  in  tb** 
Mes-^rtu/er  nml  Advocate,  (Volume  II,  Number  3,  paires  233,  23G,  l>oarin«;  date  of 
December,  lii35j  signed  by  Oliver  Cowdery.  The  article  ia  addresned  to  William 
Pfye,  Esq.,  of  OIlMd,  Calhoim  Conntj,  lU.  Tho  eoitiOMilo  of  tbo  ««lMaiwd**  f- 
fomd  to,  is  in  the  body  of  the  ertiele.  It  eeeme  that  Miehael  H.  Ohaadler.  the 
owner  of  the  Epryptian  mummies  and  the  papyrus,  exhibited  his  treaaure-.  ni  Phil- 
adelphia, and,  while  there,  obtained  the  following  opinion  ot  seTeral  promineat 
doctors : 

"Hmirhif  esamfaked  with  e<nialdenihle  ettentioa  and  deep  lateteat,  a  auaber  of 

mummies  from  the  Catacombs,  near  Thebes,  in  Egypt,  and  now  exhibltiBg  In  the 
Arcadf,  we  bep  leave  to  recommend  thfm  to  the  observation  of  tho  ctirious  inquirer 
on  subjects  of  a  period  so  long  elapsed ;  probably  not  less  than  three  thousand  yemra 
ago.  The  leatofee  el  iraie  of  theae  mtumafoe  aie  in  peifeet  wpieaalon.  The 
pap3rnia  eorered  wifltblaek  or  red  Ink,  or  paint.  In  taeellent  preaeiTalioitt,  aivTeiy 

interesting*  The  undersifrned.  unsolicited  by  any  pereor;  fonm-'*ted  by  interest 
with  this  exhibition,  have  voluntarily  set  their  names  hereunto,  for  the  simple  pur- 
pose of  calling  the  atteutiuu  of  the  public  to  an  interesting  collection,  not  suf- 
lletontiy  known  in  this  eity.*' 

RiCHARU  llAUUAN,  M.  J>.| 

J.  Pamcoast,  M.  D.. 
WUXitAM  P.  0.  hMMSOm,  M.  O., 
B.  F.  BnriNUB,  H.  D., 
SAinnn.  G.  MonoAir^  M .  O. 

"I  concur  in  the  abore  sentiments,  concerning  the  collection  of  mnmmies  in  lha 
Philadelphia  Aroade*  and  eoneider  them  highly  deeerrinf  the  atlantkHi  of  tt» 
curious. 

"W.  B.  Honran.  M.  D.*' 

Another  parasrraph  in  th<_'  article  esplalus  how  it  came  about  that  Mr.  Chandler 
gave  the  Prophet  a  certitlcate,  concerning  his  belief  in  the  Prophet's  ability  to  deci- 
pher the  BgypUan  hierogljrphles  of  the  papyrae->whieh  eertmeete  will  be  fe«nd  at 
page  235,  of  thla  Tolnme,  under  the  date  of  the  porchane  of  the  monuBlos and papy* 
rti'<  by  ct  rtnln  persons  in  KIrtland.  Kroin  the  paraprnph  rt  ft-m  d  to,  it  nppenrs  that  on 
the  morning  that  Mr.  Chandler  first  presented  his  papyrus  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  he  waa  ahown  by  the  latter,  a  number  of  eharaetere  whleh  had  been  oepM 
from  tiie  Nephlte  platei,  and  fonnd  that  there  waa  aome  pointi  of  leeemblanee  be- 
tween some  of  tho  Nephite  characters  and  some  of  the  characters  on  the  Egyptian 
papyrus.  Mr.  C'hiuullcr  tht  u  a-^k^-d  th»'  Prophet's  opinion  coiKM.'ming  the  antiquity 
of  the  Egyptian  papyruM,  and  ulsu  roquehted  him  to  give  a  traui>lation  of  the  eharae- 
tere. The  Prophet  gave  Mr.  Chandler  a  tranalatlon  of  aome  few  ef  the  BgypilMi 
ehara^rs,  which  agreed  with  the  Interpretation  given  by  learned  men  In  other 
citlog,  where  the  mummies  and  pn|>yniH  tci'l  been  exhibited,  wherenpOB  Mr.  Chand* 
ler  gave  the  Prophet  a  certificate,  stating  that  fact. 
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and  Joseph,  have  been  preserved,  and  how  I  came  in 
possession  of  the  same—a  correct  translation  of  which  I 
shall  give  in  its  proper  place. 

To  show  the  spirit  of  the  public  journals,  such  as  the 
hi  lade  I  J)  hi  a  Saturc/ai/  Courier^  Neiv  York  Daily  Adver- 
tiser, Sunday  Morn  ing  News,  and  the  press  Tone  of  the 
generally,  the  past  year,  towards  me  and  the  Toward 
cause  of  God,  which  1  have  fearlessly  es- 
poosed,  I  quote  the  following,  as  a  specimen  of  the  whole, 
from  M.  M.  Noah's  New  York  Evening  Star: 

HICATHJUf  TEMPLE  ON  LAKE  KRIE. 

That  bold-fM6d  impostor,  Joe  Smith,  of  Gold  Bible  and  Mormon 
memory,  has  eaused  his  poor  fanatic  followers  to  erect  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Erie,  near  Painesville,  Ohio,  a  stone  buildinfirt  ^8  by  78  feet,  with 
dormer  windows,  denominating:  the  same  ''The  Temple  of  the  Lord 

We  should  think  this  work  of  iniquity  extorted  out  of  the  pockets  of  his 
dupes,  as  it  reflects  its  shadows  over  the  blue  lake,  would  make  the 
waters  crimson  with  shame  at  the  prostitution  of  its  beautiful  bank» 
to  snoh  unhallowed  purposes. 

Thns  mnch  from  M.  M.  Noah,  a  Jew,  who  had  used  all 
the  inflnenoe  in  his  power,  to  dupe  his  fellow  Jews,  and 
make  them  believe  that  the  New  Jerasalem  for  them,  was 

to  be  biiOt  ou  Grand  Island,  whose  banks  are  surrounded 
by  the  waters  of  the  same  Lake  Erie.  The  Lord  reward 
him  according  to  his  deeds. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

OPENING  OF  THE  YEAR  1836— THE  AMERICAN  INDIANS — SPECIAL 

COUNCIL  MEEXINUS  IN  iOHXLAMD. 

Friday  Mornw<i^  Jauiiaru  i,  ISSd. — This  being  the  be- 
giimiug  of  a  new  year,  my  heart  is  filled  with  gratitude 
to  God  that  he  has  presented  my  life,  and 
SSfprephrt?^  the  Uvea  of  my  family,  while  another  year  has 
passed  away.  We  have  been  sustained  and 
upheld  in  the  midst  of  a  wicked  and  perverse  gener- 
ation, although  exposed  to  all  the  afflictions,  temptations, 
and  misery  that  are  incident  to  human  life;  for  this  I  feel 
to  humble  myself  in  dust  and  ashes,  as  it  were,  before  the 
Lord.  But  notwithstanding  the  gratitude  that  fills  my 
heart  on  ret l  ospec ting  the  past  year,  and  the  multiplied 
blessings  that  have  crowned  our  heads,  my  heart  is  pained 
within  me,  because  of  the  difficulty  that  exists  in  my 
father's  family.  The  devil  has  made  a  violent  attack  on 
my  brother  William  and  Calvin  Stoddard,  and  the  powers 
of  darkness  seem  to  lower  over  their  minds,  and  not  only 
over  theirs,  but  they  also  cast  a  gloomy  shade  over  the 
minds  of  my  lirethreii  and  risters, which  prevents  them  from 
seeing  things  as  they  really  are ;  and  the  powers  of  earth 
and  hell  seem  combined  to  overthrow  us  and  the  Church, 
by  causing  a  division  in  the  family;  and  indeed  the  ad- 
versary is  bringing  into  requisition  all  his  subtlety  to 
prevent  the  Saints  from  being  endowed,  by  causing  a 
division  among  the  Twelve,  also  among  the  Seventy,  and 
bii'kering  and  jealousies  among  the  folders  and  the  official 
liU'iubei's  of  the  Churchy  and  so  the  leaveu  of  iuiquity 
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fennents  and  spreads  among  the  members  of  the  Church. 
But  I  am  determined  that  nothing  on  my  part  shall  be 
lacking  to  adjust  and  amicably  dispose  of  and  settle  all 
family  diffii'ulties  on  this  day,  that  the  ensuing  year  and 

years,  ]»e  they  tVw  or  many,  nniy  be  s]»eiit  in  ri.Lrliteous- 
ness  before  God.  And  I  know  liiai  the  eloud  will  Idir^t, 
and  Satau's  kin.<2:doni  be  laid  in  luius,  with  all  his  black 
designs;  and  that  the  Saints  will  come  forth  like  gold 
seven  times  tried  in  the  fire,  being  made  perfect  through 
sufferings  and  temptations,  and  that  the  blessings  of 
heaven  and  earth  will  be  multiplied  upon  their  heads; 
which  may  God  irrant  for  Christ's  sake.  Amen. 

Brothers  Wilhaiii  and  ilyi'nm,  and  rncle  John  Smith, 
came  to  my  house,  and  we  went  into  a  room  by  ourselves, 
in  company  with  father  aud  Elder  Martin  ^^^^j,^ 
Harris.  Father  Smith  then  opened  our  inter-  tion  of  the 
view  by  prayer,  after  which  he  expressed  his  ^Brother 
himself  on  the  occasion  in  a  very  feeling  and 
pathetic  manner,  even  with  all  the  sympathy  of  a  father, 
whose  feelinjG^s  were  deeply  wonuded  on  account  of  the  dif- 
ficulty that  was  existin«r  in  the  family;  and  while  he  ad- 
dressed us,  the  Spirit  of  ( iod  rested  down  upon  us  in  mighty 
power,  and  our  hearts  were  melted.  Brother  William 
made  a  humble  confession  and  asked  my  forgiveness  for 
the  abuse  he  had  offered  me.  And  wherein  I  had  been 
ont  of  the  way,  I  asked  his  forgiveness.  And  the  spirit 
of  confession  and  forgiveness  was  mutual  among  us  all, 
and  we  covenanted  with  each  othei',  in  the  sijsrht  of  God, 
and  tlie  iioly  angels,  and  the  brethren,  to  strive  thence- 
forward to  build  each  other  up  in  righteousness  in  all 
things,  and  not  listen  to  evil  reports  concerning  each 
other;  but,  like  brothers  indeed,  go  to  each  other,  with 
our  grievances,  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  and  be  recon* 
ciled,  and  thereby  promote  our  happiness,  and  the  happi- 
ness  of  the  family,  and,  in  short,  the  happiness  and  well- 
being  of  all.  My  wife  and  mother  and  my  scribe  were 
then  called  iu,  and  we  repeated  the  covenant  to  them 
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that  we  had  entered  into;  and  while  gratitode  swelled  our 
bosoms,  tears  flowed  from  onr  eyes.  I  was  then  requested 
to  close  onr  interview,  which  I  did,  with  prayer;  and  it 
was  truly  a  jubilee  and  time  of  rejoicing;  after  which  we  all 

unitedly  administered,  by  laying  on  of  hands,  to  my  cousin 
Georir^'  A.  Smith,  who  was  immediately  healed  of  a  severe 
rheumatic  affection  all  over  the  body,  which  caused  ex- 
cruciating pain. 

Saturday  f  January  2  > — ^According  to  previoos  arrange-  • 
ment,  I  went  to  the  Oonneil  at  nine  o'clock.   This  Conn- 


The  Council  organized  and  proceeded  to  business,  but 
before  entering  on  trial,  Brother  William  arose  and  hum* 
bly  confessed  the  charges  preferred  against  him,  and 
asked  the  forgiveness  of  the  Conncil  and  the  whole  con- 
gregation. 

A  vote  was  then  called  to  know  whether  his  confession 
was  satisfactory,  and  whether  the  brethren  would  exton<l 
again  to  him  the  hand  of  fellowship.  Witli  cheerfulness 
the  whole  congregation  raised  their  hands  to  receive 
him. 

Elder  Almon  W.  Babbitt  also  confessed  the  charges 
which  I  preferred  against  him  in  a  previous  Gonncil;  and 
was  received  into  fellowship. 

Council  voted  that  Vinson  Knight  and  Thomas  Orover 
should  be  ordained  Elders.  And  .some  other  business 
was  transacted  in  union  and  fellowship,  and  the  best  of 
feeling  seemed  to  prevail  among  the  brethren,  and  onr 
hf>art8  were  made  glad  on  the  occasion,  and  there  was 
Joy  in  heaven,  and  my  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord,  for 
lliM  goodnes3  and  mei  <  \  endure  forever. 

Elijah  Fordham,  Hiram  Dayton,  Samuel  James  and 
John  Ib^rrot  were  also  app<Mnted  by  Council  to  be  or- 
dained Elders  under  my  hands. 


S«tUem«&t  of 
Wlllhrai 

Smith's  Case 
Be  Cure  the 
OmumIL 
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Sunda//,  — ^Weiit  to  meeting  at  the  usual  hour.  Pres- 
ident Higdon  delivered  a  fine  lecture  upon  the  subject  of 
]ftevelation. 

In  the  afternoon  I  confirmed  ten  or  twelve  persons  who 
had  been  baptiasedf  among  whom  was  Malcham  C.  Davis, 
who  was  baptized  during  the  intermission  today.  Brother 

William  Siiiirli  made  his  confession  to  the  Church  to  their 
satisfaction,  and  was  cordially  received  into  fellowship 
again.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  administered,  and  Brother 
William  gave  out  an  appointment  to  preach  in  the  even- 
ing at  early  candle-light,  and  preached  a  fine  discourse; 
and  this  day  has  been  a  day  of  rejoicing  to  me.  The 
cload  that  has  been  hanging  over  us  has  burst  with 
blessings  on  oar  heads,  and  Satan  has  been  foiled  in  his 
attempts  to  destroy  me  and  the  Church,  l)y  causing 
jealousies  to  arise  in  the  hearts  (jf  sonic  of  the  hrcthi'en; 
and  1  thank  my  heavenly  Father  for  the  union  and  har- 
mony which  now  prevail  in  the  Church. 

Monday^  4, — Met  and  organized  our  Hebrew  school 
according  to  the  arrangements  that  were  made  on  Satur- 
day last.    We  had  en£:aged  Doctor  Piexotto  ^ 


we  were  ready  and  uur  room  was  prepared.  And  he  agreed 
to  wait  on  us  this  day,  and  deliver  his  introductory  lecture. 
Yesterday  he  sent  us  word  that  he  oon1d  not  come  until 
Wednesday  next.  A  vote  was  then  called  to  know  wheth- 
er we  would  submit  to  such  treatment  or  not;  and  carried 
in  the  negative ;  and  Elder  Sylvester  Smith  was  appointed 
elerk  to  write  him  on  the  subject,  and  inform  liim  that  his 
services  were  not  wanted;  and  Elders  Wiliam  K.  M'Lellin 
and  Urson  Hyde  despatched  to  IIu<lson  Seminary  to  liii-e 
a  teacher.  They  were  appointed  by  the  voice  of  the 
school  to  act  in  their  behalf.  However,  we  concluded  to 
go  on  with  our  school  and  do  the  best  we  could  until  we 
obtained  a  teacher;  and  by  the  voice  of  the  school  I  con- 


Digitized  by  Google 


356 


BIBTOBt  OF  Tax  OBUBCH 


[A.  O.  im 


sented  to  render  them  all  the.  assistaiice  I  was  able  to  for 

the  tiino  boiiio:. 

W«'  are  oceiipyiiii^  the  triuislatiiig  room  tor  the  use  of 
the  sehoo],  until  another  room  can  ite  ]>repared.  It  is  the 
west  room  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Temple,  and  was 
consecrated  this  morning  by  prayer,  offered  np  by  Father 
Smith.  This  is  the  first  day  we  have  occupied  it.  This 
is  a  rainy  time,  and  the  roads  are  extremely  muddy. 

Met  this  evening  at  the  Temple,  to  make  arrangements 
for  a  siniriiiir  sehool.  After  some  discussion,  a  judicious 
arrangement  was  made,  a  committee  of  six  Vius  choseu  to 
take  char<re  of  the  singing  departiueut. 

Tuesday y  o. — Attended  the  Hebrew  school,  divided  it 
into  classes.  Had  some  debate  with  Elder  Orson  Pratt 
concerning  the  pronunciation  of  a  Hebrew  letter.  He 
manifested  a  stubborn  spirit,  at  which  I  was  much 
grieved. 

Wedncadafi^  a. — Attended  school,  and  spent  most  of 
A  ni(T»  nnre  ^^^^  forcnoou  in  settling  the  unpleasant  feelings 
Between  the     ^i^.i^  existcd  iu  the  breast  of  Elder  Orson 

Prophet  and 

Orson  Pratt  Pratt.  Alter  much  coutroverfty,  he  confessed 
his  fault  for  entering  into  any  controversy  concerning  so 
small  a  matter  as  the  sound  of  a  Hebrew  letter,  and  asked 
the  forgiveness  of  the  whole  school,  and  was  cheerfully 

forgiven  by  all. 

Elder  M'Ii<'llni  ictnrned  from  Hudson,  and  reported  to 
the  school  that  he  had  hired  a  teacher  to 
•Tin Hebrew  teach  US  the  term  of  seven  weeks,  tor  tliree 
Employed.  hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  that  is,  forty 
scholars  for  that  amount;  to  commence  in  about  fifteen 
days.  He  is  highly  celebrated  as  a  Hebrew  scholar,  and 
proposes  to  give  us  sufficient  knowledge  during  the  above 
term  to  start  us  in  reading  and  translating  the  language. 
Vecaneies  in  Hi.i^h  Couiici!  asscnnblcd  at  Kirthiud  for 

theHigt         ^\^^,  T)ui-nose  of  hlling  th(»  vacancies  of  the 

Council  '  ' 

riUed.  High  Council  of  Zion.  Presidents  David  Whit- 

mer,  John  Whitmer  and  W.  W.  Phelps,  and  fifteen  High 
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Priests  and  Elders  present.  President  Phelps  anuoniiced 
the  deatb  of  Cbristiaii  Whitmer  an  27th  of  November, 
1835.  Four  cotmcOors,  namely  Parley  P.  Pratt,  Orson 
Pratt,  William  E.  M'Lellin  and  Thomas  B.  Marsh,  had 
been  chosen  Apostles,  or  especial  witnesses;  and  Elisha 
H.  Groves  was  appointed  to  take  the  [ilaee  of  Parh^v  P. 
l^ratt  in  the  Hi.i^h  Cnuneil  of  Zion,  John  Hitchcock  in  the 
]>laee  of  William  E.  M'Lellin,  Geor^^e  M.  llmkle  of  Orson 
Pratt,  Elias  Highee  of  Thomas  B. Marsh,  and  Peter  Whit- 
mer, Jan.,  of  Christian  Whitmer,  deceased;  who  were 
ordained  at  the  time  to  their  office  as  councilors. 

Much  has  been  said  and  done  of  late  by  the  general 
government  in  relation  to  the  Indians  (Lamanites)  within 
the  t<*rrit«)rial  linjits  of  the  United  States.  xheGaiherinf 
One  of  the  most  important  points  in  the  faith  f'i«"eifn<i 

•  *  the  Anierle«a 

of  the  Church  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  lu^iaus 
through  the  fullness  of  the  everlasting  Gospel,  is  the 
li^thering  of  Israel  (of  whom  the  Lamanites  constitute  a 
part) — that  happy  time  when  Jacob  shall  go  np  to  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  to  worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in  truth, 
to  live  in  holiness ;  when  the  Lord  will  restore  His  judges 
as  at  the  first,  and  His  counselors  as  at  the  ])eginning; 
when  everv  man  mav  sit  under  his  own  vini*  and  fijj:  tree, 
and  there  will  be  none  to  molest  or  make  afraid;  when 
He  will  turn  to  them  a  pure  language,  and  the  earth  will 
be  filled  with  sacred  knowledge,  as  the  waters  cover  the 
great  deep;  when  it  shall  no  longer  be  said,  the  Lord 
lives  that  brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  the  land 
of  Eprypt,  but  the  Lord  lives  that  brought  up  the  children 
of  Israel  from  the  land  of  the  north,  and  I  rum  all  the  lands 
whitfier  He  has  driven  them.  That  day  is  one,  all  im- 
portant to  all  men. 

In  view  of  its  importance,  together  with  all  that  the  proph- 
ets have  said^bout  it  before  us,  we  feel  like  dropping  a  few 
ideas  in  connection  with  the  official  statements  from  the 
government  concerning  the  Indians.  In  speaking  of  the 
gathering,  we  mean  to  be  understood  as  speaking  of  it 
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nccordiiig  to  scripture,  the  gathering  of  the  elect  of  the 
Lord  out  of  every  nation  on  earth,  and  bringing  tlieni  to 
the  place  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  when  the  city  of  right- 
eousness shall  be  built,  and  where  the  people  shall  be  at 
one  heart  and  one  mind,  when  the  Savior  comee;  yea, 
where  the  people  shall  walk  with  God  like  Enoch,  and  be 
free  from  sin.  The  word  of  the  Lord  Is  preeions;  and 
when  we  read  that  the  vail  spread  over  all  nations  will  be 
(h^stroycil,  and  llie  pure  in  heart  see  God,  and  reign  with 
Him  a  thou.'-and  years  on  earth,  we  want  all  honest  men 
to  have  a  chance  to  gather  and  build  up  a  city  of  right- 
eousness, where  even  upon  the  bells  of  the  horses  shall  be 
written  Holiness  to  the  Lord, 

The  Book  of  Mormon  has  made  known  who  Israel  iSi 
upon  this  continent.  And  while  we  behold  the  govern- 
Policy  of  the  li^^'i^t  of  the  United  States  gathering  the 
Uoyernnirat     Indians,  and  locating  them  u])on  lands  to  be  i 

of  the  I  nited  '  r>  i  i 

States  Re-       tlieir  owu ,  how  swect  it  is  to  think  that  tbev 

i«pc«'ting  the  ^ 

iDdUne.         may  one  day  be  gathered  by  the  Gospel!  Our  ' 
venerable  President  of  these  United  States  (Andrew  Jack; 
son)  speaks  of  the  Indians  as  follows: 

Presidmt  Andrew  Jaekaon**  View9  om  the  Policif  o/  the  Oeneral  Oorem-' 

ment  foith  Beferenee  to  the  Indieme,  | 

The  plan  of  removingr  the  aboriginal  people  who  yet  reniaiu  within 
the  settled  portions  of  the  United  States,  to  the  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  approaches  its  oonsammation.  It  was  adopted  on  the 
mosi  matore  consideration  of  tha  eondition  of  this  raiee«  and  oogfat  I 
to  be  persisted  in  till  the  object  is  aooomplished,  and  prosecuted  with 
as  much  vigor  as  a  jnst  regard  to  their  eirenmstanees  will  permit,  and 
as  fto  as  their  consent  can  be  obtained.  All  preceding  experiments  (or 
the  improvement  of  the  Indians  have  failed.  It  seems  now  to  be  as 
established  fact,  that  they  cannot  live  in  contact  with  aeiviiiaed  comma- 
nity  ftud  prosper.    Ages  of  fruitless  endeavors  have  at  length  brought  ' 
OS  to  a  knowledge  of  this  princ!|>li  of  interoommnnication  with  them.  ' 
The  pHst  we  cannot  recall,  but  the  future  we  can  provide  for. 

Independently  of  the  treaty  stipulations  into  which  we  havoentersd 
with  the  various  tribes  for  the  usufructuary  rights  ceded  to  us,  no  one 
ean  doubt  the  moral  duty  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
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protect,  and,  it  |>OB«ible,  to  presen'e  and  perpetuate  the  scattered  rem- 
nants of  this  race  which  are  left  within  our  boi-ders.    In  the  discharge 
of  this  duty,  an  extensive  region  in  the  west  has  been  assijrnf'd  for  their 
jM  rMjaiH  lit  H'sidence.    It  has  been  (lividt'd  into  districts,  and  allotted 
HrnotiK  thetii.    Many  liave  already   removed,  and  otln  rs  are  preparinjj 
to  tr'>;  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  small  hanils,  livinij  in  Ohio  and 
Indiana,  not  exceeding^  fifteen  hundrtni  persons,  and  of  the  Cherokees^ 
nil  the  tribes  on  the  east  side  of  the  Missis«<i[>pi,  and  extending  from 
Lake  Michigan  to  Floriila.  have  entered  into  engagements  which  will 
Waii  to  their  transplantation. 

The  plan  for  their  removal  and  re-establishment  is  founded  upon  the 
knowledge  we  have  gained  of  their  character  and  habits,  and  has  been 
dictated  by  a  spirit  of  enlarged  liberality.  A  territory  ezoeediD^  in 
extent  to  that  relinqnisbed  hM  been  granted  to  each  tribe.  Of  its 
climate,  fertility,  and  capability  to  support  an  Indian  population,  the 
representations  are  highly  favorable.  To  these  districts  the  Indians  are 
removed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  and  with  certain  sopplies 
of  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  indispensable  articles;  they 
are  also  fnmished  gratnitonsly  with  provisions  for  the  period  of  a  year 
•fter  their  arrival  at  their  new  homes.  In  that  time,  from  the  nators 
of  the  country,  and  of  the  products  raised  by  them,  they  can  subsist 
themselves  by  agricultural  labor,  if  they  choose  to  resort  to  that  mode 
of  life.  If  they  do  not,  they  are  on  the  skirts  of  the  great  prairies, 
where  countless  herds  of  buffalo  roam,  and  a  short  time  suffices  to  adapt 
their  own  habits  to  the  changes  which  a  change  of  the  animals  destined 
for  their  food  may  require. 

Ample  arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  support  of  schools; 
in  some  instances,  council  houses  and  churches  are  to  be  erected, dwell- 
ings to  be  constructed  for  the  chiefs,  and  mills  for  cotton  use.  Funds 
have  Iteen  set  apart  for  the  niaintenam  e  of  tue  poor,  the  most  nect  s- 
sary  mechanical  arts  have  been  introvluced,  and  blacksniitlis,  fifiin- 
smiths,  wheelwrights,  millwri^'hts,  etc.,  are  supported  amonjr  them. 
Steel  and  iron,  and  sometimes  .salt  are  purchased  for  them;  and  plows 
and  other  farming  utensils. 

Domestic  animals,  looms,  spinning  wheels,  cards,  etc.,  are  presented 
to  them ;  and  besides  these  beneficial  arrangements,  annuities  are  in  all 
eases  paid,  amounting  in  some  instances  to  more  than  thirty  dollars  for 
each  individual  of  the  tribe,  and  in  all  cases  sulBcicntly  great,  if  justly 
divided  and  prudently  expended,  to  enable  them,  in  addition  to  their 
own  exertions,  to  live  comfortably.  And  as  a  stimulus  for  exertion,  it 
is  now  provided  by  law,  that  in  all  cases  of  the  appointment  of  inter- 
preters, or  other  persons  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  a 
preference  shall  be  given  to  persons  of  Indian  descent,  if  such  can 
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be  fdand,  vho  are  properij  qualified  for  the  dweluurgv  of  tbo 

duties. 

8uch  are  the  amagemeiits  for  the  physical  comfort  and  for  the  moral 
improvement  of  the  Indians.  The  iH'<*cs>ary  measures  for  their  poHt- 
ii*al  advaiK-enu-nt  and  for  their  separation  from  our  citizens  have  not 
b<M'n  negfle«'t»Ml.  The  pl»Mlt:e  of  the  I'nittM!  Si,Mt*'>  }i:\<  been  jriven  by 
Conprn'ss.  that  the  country  disignated  for  the  resKieucf  of  tliis  p«M>ple 
«hall  l»e  "foR  vi  r  securfd  and  pfuaranteed  to  thenj.''  A  country  wtst  of 
Missouri  and  Arkansas  has  been  assigned  to  them,  into  which  the  white 
Rettlcineuts  are  not  to  be  pushed.  No  political  communities  can  l>d 
formed  in  that  extensive  retfion,  except  those  that  are  establi.shed  by 
the  Indians  themselves,  or  by  the  United  States  for  them  and  with  their 
eoQOurrence.  f  A  barrier  baa  thua  been  raieed  for  their  proCe«tk» 
aj^aiost  the  encroaehmenta  of  the  eitiaena,  and  gnaiding  the  Indiana 
a<(  far  as  posnible,  from  those  evila  whieh  hare  brought  them  to  their 
firesent  condition. 

Summary  authority  haa  been  given  by  law,  to  destroy  all  ardent  apirita 
ffmnd  in  their  eonntry  without  waiting  the  donbtfnl  reeolt  and  alow 
proceaa  of  a  legal  aeiznre. 

I  consider  the  absolute  and  unoonditional  interdiction  <^  thia  article, 
among  these  people,  as  the  first  great  step  in  their  amelioration.  Half- 
way measares  will  answer  no  purpose.  These  cannot  aueeesafuUy  eon* 
tend  a?ainst  the  eapidity  of  the  seller  and  the  overpowering  appetite 
of  the  bnyer;  and  the  destructive  effects  of  the  traffic  are  marked  IB 
every  pape  of  the  history  of  our  Indian  intercourse. 

Some  general  le<^islation  seems  necessary  for  the  rcpulation  of  the 
relations  which  will  exist  in  this  new  state  oi  thing's  b*  twccu  the  ijov- 
ernmcnt  and  people  of  the  T'^nited  States  and  th<tse  tninsjilanted  Indian 
tribes,  and  for  the  establi-,huient  ainoutr  the  latter,  with  their  own  con- 
sent, some  of  the  principles  of  inti  r<  onimunieation  which  their  juxta- 
position will  call  for;  that  moral  may  be  sul)stituted  for  physical  force; 
th(«  authority  of  a  few  sim[)le  laws,  for  the  tomahawk;  and  that  an 
end  may  be  put  to  those  bloody  wars,  whose  prosecution  seems  to  have 
made  a  part  of  their  social  system. 

After  the  further  detail  of  the  arrangements  are  eompleted,  with  a 
very  general  supervision  over  them,  they  ought  to  be  left  to  the  pro* 
grass  of  events.  These,  I  indulge  the  hope,  will  secure  their  prosperity 
and  improvement;  and  a  targe  portion  of  the  moral  debt  we  owe  tbem 
will  be  paid. 

la  addition  to  the  above,  we  extract  the  following 
from  the  report  on  Indian  af&tirs,  made  to  Cbngress  at 
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the  present  session.  We  add  and  arrange  according  to 
<nrcimi8tance8: 

The  United  Nation — Chippawas,  Ottawas  and  Pottawatamies 
—about  1,000  in  omiiber,  removed  since  Septenilx  r,  IS.'H— pos- 
sess 5,000,000 of  acres  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Missouri 
«nd  lying  north-west  of  the  north  west  corner  of  MiMOuri  [All 
these  tribes  may  be  rated  at  about  7,0(Ml]   1,000 

The  Chocfaws,  about  10,000,  in  number,  have  15,000.000 
of  aen\s,  lyin^  between  Red  Rivor  and  the  ( 'aiiadian   19*000 

A  small  band  of  Qua[)aws  200  or  .'500,  pci  imps  near  05,000 
acres,  between  the  west«'rn  boundary  of  the  State  of  ^lissouri 
&nd  the  ea>t<*rn  boundary  of  the  <»sai,'('s   300 

The  Creeks,  about  3.000  or  4.000,  have  l."}.  140.000  .ncres  on 
Arkansas  and  Canadian  rivers   4,000 

The  Heminoles,  and  other  Florida  Indians,  to  the  number 

say  25,000,  included  as  the  owners  of  the  above  13, 140,000 
aeres.   25,000 

The  Cherokeea,  amoanting  to  say  16.000,  have  13,000,000 
of  aeres,  near  the  3(fth  degree  of  north  latitude   16,000 

The  Kickapoos,  somethiniirleBB  than  1,000,  have  160,000  acres 
north  of  Fort  Leavenworth   1,000 

The  Delawares,  nearly  1,000,  have  200,000  acres  west  and 
flonth  of  the  Kiekapoos   1,000 

The  Shawnees,  1,200  or  1,400,  have  1,600,000  acres  sonth 
aide  of  Kansas  River   1,400 

The  Ottawasb  about  200,  have  30,000  aeres  south  of  the 
Shawnees   200 

The  Weas,  Pinkeshaws,  Peoria,  and  Kashaskiai*,  say  500  in 
all,  have  2(30. OOU  a.-res  south  of  the  Shawnees   500 

The  Sen(  <  as  and  Shawnees.  say  500,  have  100,000  acres  oj^ 
the  weateru  boundaries  of  the  State  u£  Missouri  •   500 

Of  the  native  tribes  west  of  the  Mississi|>pi,  the  report 
is  as  follows: 

Sioux   27.000 

lowas   1,200 

Saes  of  the  Missouri  ....•..•••..••••.«•»•...  500 

Omahaa   1,400 

Ottot's  and  Missourias   1,(300 

I'awnees     10,000 

Camanches   7,000 

Mandans   15,000 


3(>2  wmroax  op  xbx  c&cbcb.  u.  u.  im 

Minatares   15.000 

Assiiiabuias.......   S.<  ■<Ht 

Crtes  

(!ros  VtMitn-s   .':i,<MM> 

Crows   4,r)(MI 

i^uapawK,   4<'V0 

Ciddoea*    2,000 

PODCM   ................... —  800 

AriekarNt   3,000 

CheyemiM   2,000 

Blaekfeet   30.00O 

FozM   1,000 

ADepabM,  Kiowftys*  ete   14.000 

Oniw   5,120 

KanMB   1,471 

Saes   4,800 

The  joy  that  we  shall  feel,  in  common  with  ovoi  v  hon- 
est American,  and  the  joy  that  will  eventually  fill  their 
HopeR  of  the  bosoms  on  account  of  nationalizing  the  In- 
BebS«  ifihe  ^  rowatd  enougfh  when  it  is  shown 

indiuM.  that  *ratheriiig  tln'in  to  themselves,  and  for 
themselves^  t<»  l)e  associated  with  themselves,  is  a  wise 
measure,  and  it  relleets  the  liighest  honor  upon  our  gov- 
ernment. May  they  all  be  gathered  in  peace,  and  form  a 
happy  union  among  themselves,  to  which  thousands  may 
shout,  Esto  perpeiua. 

Thursday^  7.— Attended  a  sumptuous  feast  at  Bishop 
Newel  K.  Whitney's.  This  feast  was  after  the  order  of  the 
Son  of  God — the  lame,  the  halt,  and  the  blind 
Bi»bop  wiiit-  were  invited,  aecordinir  to  tha  instructions  of 
the  Savior.  Our  meeting  was  opened  l)y  siu^- 
ing,  and  prayer  by  Father  Smith ;  after  which  Bishop  Whit- 
ney's father  and  mother,  and  a  number  of  others,  were 
blessed  with  a  patriarch^  blessing.  We  then  received  a 
bountiful  refreshment,  furnished  by  the  liberality  of  the 
Bishop.  The  company  was  large,  and  before  we  partook 
W(»  had  some  of  the  son^s  of  Zion  sung;  and  our  hearts 
were  made  glad  by  a  foretaste  of  those  joys  that  will  be 

•  The  ftgent  reported  these  Indieae  ee  upwards  of  2,000. 
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poumi  upon  tlie  heads  of  the  Saints  when  they  are  feath- 
ered together  on  Mount  Zion,  to  ewjoy  one  auother's  society 
for  eyermor6|  even  all. the  blessings  of  heaven,  when 
there  will  be  none  to  molest  or  make  ns  afraid.  Returned 
home,  and  spent  the  evening. 

Friday,  s. — Spent  the  day  in  the  Hebrew  school,  and 
made  rapid  projJTfss  in  our  studies.  The  plas-  ^ 

.     •  1    I       1    •    •  I  •  1  •  ^       n     Progress  of 

tenn«e   an<l   liard-hnishiii*^  on  the  outside  or  WorkonKirt- 

the  Lord's  House  was  conniK'nccil  on  the  i2nd 
of  November,  1835,  and  finished  this  day.  The  job  was 
let  to  Artemas  Millet  and  Lorenzo  Younsr,  at  one  thousand 
dollars.  Jacob  Bump  took  the  job  of  plastering  the  in- 
side of  the  house  throughout,  at  fifteen  hundred  dollars, 
and  commenced  the  same  on  the  9th  of  November  last. 
He  is  still  continuing  the  work,  notwithstanding  the  iu- 
clemeney  of  the  weather. 

Saturdaj/,  !L — Attendcil  school  in  the  forenoon.  About 
eleven  o'clock  received  the  following  note:        Btehop  whit- 

avy'a  UDiqoa 

Thus  saith  the    v(.k(^  of    the  Spirit  to  me— If    thy  JjJftoiSrtJ* 
brother  Joseph    Smith,  Jan.,  will  attend  the  feast  at 
thy  house,  this  day  (at  twelve  o'cloek),  the  poor  and  the  lame  will 
rejoice  in  bis  presence,  and  al.^o  think  themselves  honored. 

Yours  in  friendship  and  love, 

NiwEL  K.  Whitney. 

JanoAiy  9,  1836. 

I  dismissed  the  school  to  accept  this  polite  invitation, 
with  my  wife,  father  and  mother.  A  large  congregation 
assembled,  a  number  were  blessed  under  the  hands  of 
Father  Smith,  and  we  had  a  good  time.  Spent  the  even- 
ing at  home. 

Sutidai/y  10. — Attended  UK'etini^  at  the  usual  lioui-.  El- 
dor  Wilbur  Denton  and  Wilkins  J.  Salisbury  prcaclKMi  in 
tho  forenoon,  and  Brothers  Samuel  and  Don  Carlos  Smith 
In  the  afternoon.  They  all  did  well,  considering  their 
youth.  Administered  the  Sacrament  during  intermission. 
Elder  Martin  Harris  baptized  three.  Spent  the  evening 
at  home. 
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Monday t  11, — There  beiiiir  no  school,  1  spent  the  <lay 
at  home.    Many  bretlireu  called  to  see  me,  among  whom 

visit  of  AiT*  ^^^^  Beaman,  from  Genesee  County, 

B p»in  .titotiie  New  York,  who  had  come  to  attend  the  sol- 
^  emn  assembly.    I  delight  in  the  society  of 

my  brethren  and  friends,  and  pray  that  the  blessings 
of  heaven  and  earth  may  be  multiplied  upon  their 
heads. . 

Tiicsiliui,  I'-J. — 1  called  on  the  Presideiiey  of  theCliurch, 
and  made  arrangements  to  meet  tomorrow  at  ten  o'clock, 
Preparations  ^o  take  luto  consideratiou  the  subject  of 

•ma^sMm-  solemu  assombly.  This  afternoon,  a  young 
biy.  man  called  to  see  the  Egyptian  manuscripts, 

which  I  exhibited.  Also  Brother  Joseph  Rose  introduced 
to  me,  Russel  Weaver,  a  Christian  or  Unitarian  preacher, 
so-called,  from  Cam Vj ray,  New  York.  We  liad  sumo  little 
controversy  on  prejudice,  but  soon  came  to  an  under- 
standing. He  spoke  of  the  Gospel,  and  said  he  believed  it, 
adding  that  it  was  good  tidings  of  great  joy.  I  replied 
that  it  was  one  thing  to  proclaim  good  tidings,  and  an- 
other to  tell  what  these  tidings  were.  He  waived  the  con- 
versation and  withdrew. 

Wednesday^  IS. — At  ten  o'clock  T  met  in  council  with 
the  Presidency  of  Kirtland  and  Zion,  namely,  Jo>e|>h 
Smith,  Sen.,  Sidney  Kigdon,  Hyrum  Smith,  David 
Whitmer,  John  Whitmer,  and  W.  W.  Phelps;  also  the 
Twelve  Apostles,  the  lligli  Council  of  Zion,  and  the  High 
Council  of  Kirtland,  the  Bishops  of  Zion  and  Kirtland,  the 
Presidency  of  the  Seventies,  and  many  more  of  the  El- 
ders. Some  of  the  Councilors,  both  of  Zion  and  Kirtland, 
were  absent. 

The  council  came  to  order,  sung  Adam-ondi- Ahman,* 

•  Adftm-ondl*Ahmftii  wm  known  to  Iho  Saints  nt  thUi  tInoM  th«  plaoa  where  tbe 

Lird  appeared  unto  Adam  oar  Father,  three  years  previous  to  his  death,  and  mio- 
htt'rfvl  iiiito  tho  ri?htf»nij<<  nraonjf  his  posterity  nKsoinMrMl  at  that  plncp;  on  wlii.-h 
«>(•(•» sion  Adam  was  called  "Michael,"  "the  Prioce,"  "the  Arcbaugel,"  »ud  lUe 
I^onl  administered  nnto  Adam  and  said  nnto  Um*  *'I  have  set  thee  at  the  head:  a 
mnltltade  of  natlona  ahall  eome  of  thee,  and  then  art  a  prinee  over  them."  It  waa 
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and  opened  by  prayer  offered  up  by  Joseph  Smith,  Sen. ; 
when  I  made  some  veniaiks,  in  my  introductory  lecture 
before  the  authoritit's  ot  the  Church,  in  ^jeneral  terms,  lay- 
iiii^  l)efore  them  the  lousiness  of  the  <hiy,  which  was  to 
supply  some  deficiencies  iu  the  Bishop's  Council  in  tiiis 
place,  also  in  the  High  Council. 

After  some  consideration  upon  the  most  proper  manner 
of  proceeding,  Elder  Vinson  Knight  was  nom-  ^^^^^^ 
inated  as  a  counselor  in  the  Bishopric  at  B[irt-   Knight  or- 

-       -  111         daiiifd  into 

land.  Ihe  ntnnination  was  made  by  tlie  Kirti»ud 
Bishop  and  secotuhMl  by  th<'  Presidency.  The 
vote  was  then  caHcd  from  the  Presidency,  and  c;irri«'d; 
next  from  the  High  Council  of  Zion,  and  carried;  from 
the  Twelve,  and  carried:  from  the  Council  of  the  Seventy, 
and  carried;  from  the  Bishop  of  Zion  and  his  Council,  and 
carried.  And  Elder  Knight  was  received  by  the  universal 
voice  and  consent  of  all  the  authorities  of  the  Church. 

El«hn-  Kui«;ht  was  then  ordained  under  the  hands  of 
Bishop  Newel  K.  Whitney,  to  the  ollice  of  High  Priest 

this  kaovledg*  tbftk  iDtpiied  the  hjnm  snog  <m  that  oceMion,  eompoMd  by  W.  W. 
Meipe,  and  hare  fotlowa: 

Thi8  earth  wa.s  once  a  garden  place, 
With  all  bar  gloriaa  eommoa; 

And  men  did  live  a  holy  rnre, 
Aod  worsliip  face  tn  faea. 

In  Aduni  undi-Ahiiiau. 

We  reud  thnt  Enoch  wiilked  with  God, 

Above  the  power  of  Maraiuon; 
While  Zion  spread  heraelt  abroad, 
And  saints  and  angels  sang  aloud, 

la  Adam«ondl>Ahma]i.  . 

Her  land  was  i;ood  and  greatly  blessad, 

Bi'vond  old  I-<riu-rH  ('aiiaHn; 
Her  fame  wuh  kouwa  from  eu.st  to  west; 
Her  peaee  waa  great,  and  pore  the  rest 

Of  Adam<ondl>Ahinan. 

Hosaana  to  such  days  to  eome— 

The  Savior's  necond  coming, 
When  nil  the  earth  in  glorious  bloom 
Affords  the  Saints  a  holy  home, 

Like  Adam*oadi*AhnMD. 

(L.  D.  S.  Hynm  Book,  p.  277  ) 
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and  Bishop's  connselor,  to  fill  the  place  of  Elder  Hyrum 
Smith,  who  had  been  ordained  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
High  Council  of  Kirtland. 

Council  adjourned  for  one  hour,  by  singing,** Come,  let 
us  rejoice,"  etc. 

Council  assembled  again  at  one  o'clock  p.m. 

John  P.  Greene  was  nominated  and  seconded  by  the 
Presidency,  a  member  of  the  High  Council  of  Kirtland, 
yaoBneiefl  In  Carried  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  all  the 
Hircouucii  atithority  of  the  Church,  to  supply  the  place 
FUkd.  of  President  Oliver  Cowdery,  who  had  been 
elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  High  Council  of  Ku  t- 
land. 

Elder  Thomas  (Irovor  was  elected  in  like  manner,  a 
Councilor  in  the  High  Council,  to  till  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  Luke  8.  Johnson's  having  been  ordained  one  of 
the  Twelve  Apostles. 

Elder  Noah  Packard  was  elected  a  member  of  the  High 
Council  of  Kirtland,  to  fill  the  place  of  Sylvester  Smith, 
who  had  been  ordained  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Sev- 
enty. 

Elder  John  E.  Pa^?e  was  nominated,  but  being  absent, 
his  name  was  dropped. 

Elder  Joseph  Kini^sbury  was  unanimously  chosen  a 
High  Councilor  in  Kirtland,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  Orson  Hyde's  being  ordained  one  of  the  Twelve  Apostles. 

Elder  Samuel  James  was  unanimously  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  High  Council  of  Kirtland,  in  place  of  Joseph 
Suiilli,  Sen. 

The  newly  eleeted  Courcilors  were  then  called  forward 
in  order  as  they  w.t  '  elected,  and  ordained  under  the 
hands  of  Presidents  Kitrdon,  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  and  Hy 
rum  Smith,  to  be  High  Priests,  and  Councilors  in  this 
Stake  of  Zion.  Many  great  and  glorious  blessings  were 
pronounced  upon  the  heads  of  these  Councilors,  by  Pres- 
ident Rigdon,  who  was  spokesman  on  the  occasion. 

The  Council  next  proceeded  to  till  the  vacancies  in  the 
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High  Council  of  Zion,  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  Coun- 
cilors John  Murdoek  and  Solomon  lianeock.  vacancies 
And  Elders  Alva  Beaman  and  Isaac  McWithy  h"^ cSu^Si 
were  appointed  to  serve  as  Councilors  in  the  "'^'on- 
High  Council  of  Zion,  for  the  time  In'inpj. 

£ider8  Nathaniel  Milliken  and  Thomas  Carhco  were  ap- 
pointed by  nnanimous  vote  to  officiate  as  doorkeepers  in 
the  House  of  the  Lord. 

Presidents  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  Sidney  Rigdon,  W.  W. 
IMielps,  I)avid  Whitmer  and  Hyrum  Smith  were  a])pointed 
to  draft  rules  and  regulations  to  govern  the  House  of  the 
Lord. 

By  unanimous  voice  of  the  assembly,  moved,  sec- 
ondedf  and  carried,  that  no  whispering  shall  be  allowed 
in  our  councils  or  assemblies,  nor  any  one  allowed  (ex- 
cept he  be  called  upon  or  asks  permission)  to  speak  aloud 

upon  aty  consideration  whatever;   and  no  man  shall 

l>e  interrupted  while  si)eaking,  unless  he  is  speaking  out 
<»t'  ]»lace;  and  every  man  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  iu  his 
turn. 

Elder  Miliiken  objected  to  officiate  in  the  House  of  the 
Lord  as  doorkeeper,  on  account  of  his  health;  and  was 
released  by  the  voice  of  the  assembly. 

The  minutes  of  the  Council  were  then  read,  and  Council 
adjourned  until  Friday,  the  loth  instant,  at  nine  a.  ni., 
to  the  west  school  room,  iu  the  upper  part  of  the  tem- 
ple. 

President  Sidney  Kigdon  requested  some  of  the  Presi- 
dency to  lay  their  hands  upon  him,  and  re-  ^.^ 

t   1  .       .      1     •  1.  .  Sidney  Rig* 

bukea  severe  affliction  in  the  face,  which  trou-   <ion »  aii- 
bles  him  most  at  night.  Elders  Hyrum  Smith  '"^^ ' 
and  David  Whitmer,  by  reijuest,  laid  hands  upon  him  and 

prayed  for  him,  and  rebuked  his  disease  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  whole  assembly  responded, 
Amen . 

Elder  David  W.  Patten  requested  our  prayers  in  behalf 
of  his  wife,  that  she  might  be  healed.   I  offered  up  a 
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prayer  for  her  recoyery,  and  the  aBsembly  responded. 
Amen. 

President  Ripdon  arose  and  made  some  very  appro]  unate 
remarks  toucliiiii^  the  endowment,  and  dismissed  the  us- 
Sf^Tii)»lv  bv  praver. 

This  has  l>een  one  ot"  the  best  days  that  I  ever  spent; 
there  has  been  an  entire  onion  of  feeling  expressed  in  all 
ThePropeht't  proceedings  this  day;  and  the  Spirit  of 
the  God  of  Israel  has  rested  upon  ns  in 
mighty  power,  and  it  has  been  good  for  ns  to  be  here  in 
this  heavenly  place  in  Christ  Jesus;  and  although  mnch 
fati*rne(l  with  tho  hihors  of  tlip  day,  yet  my  spiritual  re- 
waul  has  been  very  great  indeed.  JSpent  the  evening  at 
home. 

Thursday^  14, — Nine  o'clock.  Met  the  Hebrew  class  at 
the  school  room  in  the  Temple,  and  made  some  arrange* 
If  Professor  about  OUT  anticipated  teacher,  Mr* 

SeizM.^*'*'''    Joshua  Seixas,  of  Hudson,  Ohio. 

I  th^^n  rpturne<i  to  the  council  room  in  the  printing: 
oni(*t\  to  meet  my  colh-a^^ucs  who  were  ap]>oiut«Ml  with 
nivsclf  to  draft  ruU's  and  n'triilations  to  be  obs*M  v»^(i  in  the 

House  of  the  Lord,"  in  Kiitlaud,  built  by  the  Church 
of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1834» 
which  rules  are  as  follows: 

Rule9  and  Begulaliona  to  be  Observed  in  the  Houte     the  Lotd  in 

Kirtland. 

I.  It  ifl  according  to  the  rules  and  reffuIatioBt  of  all  regularly  and 
legally  organized  bodies  to  have  a  president  to  keep  order. 

II.  The  bodies  thus  Ofsaaised  are  ander  obliRation  to  be  in  tnbjeotioD 
to  that  authority. 

III.  When  a  congregation  assembles  in  this  house,  it  shall  sabmit 
to  the  following  rules,  that  due  rsspect  may  be  paid  to  the  order  of 
worship,  vis.: 

1st.  No  man  shall  be  interrupted  who  is  appointed  to  speak  by  the 
Presidency  of  the  Church,  hy  any  disorderly  person  or  perMns  in 
the  eoogrecration,  by  whinpering,  by  laughing,  by  talking,  by  neoaciilir 
gestures,  by  trettinp  up  and  running'  out  in  a  disorderly  manner,  or  by 
offering  indignity  to  the  muiner  of  worship,  or  the  religion,  or  to  aay 
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oflBcer  of  said  Church  while  offieiatinj;  in  his  office,  in  anywise  whatso- 
evev,  by  uuv  disphiv  i»f  ill  manners  or  ill  bretilinpj,  from  old  or  younp, 
rich  or  poor,  male  or  tVniale,  bond  or  free,  black  or  white,  believer  or 
unbelieYer.  And  if  any  of  the  above  insults  are  offered,  such  meas* 
iires  will  be  taken  as  are  lawful,  to  panisb  the  aggressor  or  aggressors, 
and  ejeet  them  from  the  bonae. 

2ikU  An  isaiUt  offered  to  the  pieeidiiig  Elder  of  said  Chureh  ihall  be 
eoliiidered  ao  inaalt  to  the  whole  body.  Alao,  an  insult  offered  to  waj 
oi  the  oflloers  of  said  Chureh,  while  ofSeiatingt  shall  be  eonsidered  an 
insnlt  to  the  whole  body. 

3rd.  All  persons  are  inohibited  from  going  up  the  stairs  in  times 
oCworahip. 

4th.  All  persons  afs  prohibited  trom  exploring  the  honse,  exeept 

waited  upon  by  a  person  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

5tb.  All  persons  are  ^fohibited  from  going  into  the  several  polpits, 
except  the  officers  who  are  appointed  to  officiate  in  the  same. 

6tb.  All  persons  are  prohibited  from  outting,  marking  or  marring  the 

inside  or  outside  of  the  house  with  a  knife,  pencil,  or' any  other  in- 
strument whatever,  under  p.iiu  of  such  penalty  as  the  law  shall  iullict. 

7th.  All  children  are  prohibited  from  assembling  in  the  house,  above 
or  below,  or  any  part  of  it.  to  play,  or  for  recreation,  at  any  time:  and 
all  parents,  },'uar(iiuns.  or  masters,  shall  be  amenal)Ie  tor  all  damage 
that  shall  accrue  in  consecjuence  of  their  children's  misconduct. 

8th.  All  persons,  whrtlu  r  believers  or  unbelievers,  shall  be  treated 
with  due  respect  by  the  authorities  of  the  Church. 

9th.  No  imposition  shall  be  practiced  upon  any  members  of  the 
Church,  by  depriving  them  of  their  rights  in  the  house. 

CoiiiK'il  adjourned  sine  die. 

Eeturued  home  and  spent  the  aftoruoou.  Towards 
evening  President  Cowdery  retnnied  from  Co-  „ 

-r  1     Return  of 

Iambus,  the  capital  of  the  Sti^te.  I  could  spend   oiiver  c  ow 
but  little  time  with  him,  being  under  obliga- 
tion  to  attend  at  Mrs.  Wilcox's,  to  join  Mr. 

Jolm  Webb  and  Mrs.  Catheriin*  Wilcox  in  niatiiiiiony : 
also  Mr.  Thomas  Carrieo  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Bakci-,  at 
the  same  plaeo;  all  of  which  1  performe(l  in  the  (.'ustomary 
manner  in  the  midst  of  a  large  assembly.  We  then  par- 
took of  some  refreshments,  and  our  hearts  were  made 
glad  with  the  fruit  of  the  vine.  This  is  according  to  the 
pattern  set  by  our  Savior  Himself,  and  we  feel  disposed  to 
patronize  all  the  institutions  of  heaven. 

Vol  II  34 
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Friday,  15. — ^At  nine  a.m.,  met  in  couneO  agreeable  to 

adjournment,  at  the  Council  room  iu  the  Temple,  and 
The  Council  Seated  the  authorities  of  the  Church  agTet^ahle 
Meeting  in  to  their  respective  offices.  I  then  made  some 
Temple.  observatious  respecting  the  order  of  the  day, 
and  the  great  responsibility  we  were  under  to  transact  ail 
onr  business  in  righteonsness  before  God,  inasmnchas  our 
decisions  will  have  a  bearing  npon  aU  manlrind,and  npon 
all  generations  to  come. 


Minutes  oj  a  PriestlUHMi  Meeting  Held  in  Kirtland  TempU,  January  15, 

1836. 

Connoil  opeiud  in  wmtX  form,  and  pmeeded  to  bnauiMi  Ity  mading 
the  rales  esd  lefrohttionB  to  gorera  the  honae  of  the  Lotd,  three  times. 

The  ▼ote  of  the  Ptesideney  was  then  ealled  upon  theee  nles,  fol- 
lowed by  the  High  Coimdl  of  KirUand,  the  High  Couneil  of  Zion,  the 
Twelve,  the  Seventy,  the  Bishops  of  Zion  and  Kirtland  with  their 
Connaelors,  eaeh  in  turn;  and  after  a  few  queries,  anawefs«  and  de- 
bates, the  above  rales  passed  the  several  qnorams  in  thmr  order,  fay 
the  unanimous voiee  of  the  whole,  and  are  therefore  received  and  estab* 
lished  as  a  law  to  grovem  the  House  of  the  Lord  in  Kirtland. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  it  was  found  that  many  who  had 
deliberated  upon  it,  were  darkened  in  their  minds,  which  drew  forth 
some  remarks  from  President  Smith  respectinfr  the  privileges  of  the 
authorities  of  the  Church,  that  each  should  speak  in  his  turn  and  in  his 
place,  and  in  liis  time  and  season,  that  there  may  be  perfect  order  in  all 
thinq-s:  and  that  every  man,  before  he  makes  an  objection  to  any 
item  that  is  brou^'ht  before  a  council  for  consideration,  should  be 
sure  that  he  can  throw  lijjht  upon  the  subject  rather  than  spread 
darknesi,  and  that  his  objection  be  founded  in  righteousness,  which 
may  be  done  by  men  applying  themselves  closely  to  study  the  miud 
and  will  of  the  Lord,  whose  Spirit  always  makes  manifest  and  demon- 
strates  the  trath  to  the  understanding  of  all  who  are  in  possession  pf 
the  Spirit. 

After  one  hoar's  adjournment  of  the  Conneil,  Blder  Don  Gsiloe  Smith 
was  nominated  to  be  ordained  to  the  High  Priesthood,  also  to  ofteiato 
as  Presiiient,  to  preside  over  that  body  hi  Kirtland.  The  vote  of  the 
quorums  was  called  for  in  their  order,  and  their  nomination  passed 
through  the  whole  house  by  nnanimoas  voiee. 

Blder  Ahra  Beaman  was  ehosen  in  the  same  manner,  to  prsside  over 
the  Elders  hi  Kirtland. 
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William  Cowdery  was  nominated  to  officiate  as  President  orer  the 
Priests  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  in  Kirtland. 

The  vote  of  the  asseinbly  was  eaUed,  beginning  at  the  Bidiop^s  Goan- 
eil,  and  passing  throagh  the  several  authorities,  until  it  eame  to  the 
piesiden«]r  of  the  ffigfa  Conneil  in  Kirtland,  and  reeeired  their  sano- 
tion,  having  been  earned  nnanimoos^  in  all  the  depaxtments  below. 

Oliver  Olney  was  onanimonsly  eleeted  to  pveside  over  the  Teaehers  in 
Kirtland, 

Ira  Bond  was  nnanimonsly  chosen  to  preside  over 

Kirtland. 

Eldmrs  Don  Carlos  Smith  and  Alva  Beaman  were  ordained  to  the 
<^ee8  to  which  they  had  been  eleetedi  under  the  hands  of  Presidents 
Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  Sidney  Bigdon,  and  Hymm  Smith,  with  many 
blessings. 

Bishop  Whitney,  of  Kirtlaud,  then  proceeded  to  ordain  William  Cow- 
dery. Oliver  Olney  and  Ira  Bond,  and  pronoanoed  many  blessings  upon 
thero  according  to  their  offices  and  standinp:. 

Moved,  seconded,  and  carried,  that  all  the  several  quorums  tate  their 
turn  in  performing  the  office  of  doorkeeper  in  the  House  of  the  Lord; 
also,  that  Nathaniel  Milliken,  Thomas  Carrico,  Amos  B.  Orton,  and 
Samuel  Rolfe  he  appointed  assistant  doorkeepers. 

Moved  and  carried,  that  the  presidency  of  the  High  Council  hold  the 
keys  of  the  House  of  the  Lord,  except  the  keys  of  one  vestry,  which  is 
to  be  held  by  the  Bishoprie  of  the  Aaronio  Priesthood. 

Moved,  and  earned  nnanimonsly,  that  John  CorriU  be  appointed  to 
take  ehargeof  the  Hoose  of  the  Lord  in  Kirtland  immediately,  and  that 
the  laws  regnlatmg  the  House  of  the  Lord  go  mto  eiEeotfiom  this  time, 
and  that  Blder  Gorrill  see  that  they  are  enf oreed,  with  the  privilege  of 
calling  as  many  as  he  ehoosee  to  assist  him. 

Conneil  adjonined  fine  di$. 

Obson  Htdk,  Clerk. 
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OHAPT£B  XXVU. 

BBOOMCniATIOll   OF  IHB  FIB8T  PBBglDSllOT  AND  TinLTB 

APOSTLES — PENTECOSTAL  TUiES  Ui  KIKILAND. 

Saturday^  16. — By  request  1  met  with  the  Cuuucil  of 
the  Twelve  in  compan}^  with  my  Counselors,  Frederick 
G.  Williams  and  Sidney  Bigdon. 

Special  Council  Meeting  with  the  Twelve. 

CoTincil  opened  with  sinking,  and  prayer  by  Thomas  B.  Marsh, 
President  of  the  Twelve.  He  aioae  and  requested  the  privilege,  in  bef- 
half  of  his  coUeainies,  of  each  nponkinc  in  bis  torn  without  being  intar^ 
rapted;  which  was  grrAQted  them. 

Elder  Marsh  proceeded  to  unbosom  his  feelings  touehinp  the  mis- 
sion of  the  Twolve.  and  more  particularly  respectinfj  a  eerlain  letter 
whicti  they  rcr  eivetl  from  the  Presidency  of  the  Ilif^li  Couoeil  in  Kirt- 
land,  while  attending:  a  conference  in  the  state  of  Maine:  also  spoke  of 
beinji:  placed,  in  the  council  on  Friday  last,  below  the  Councils  of 
Kirthind  and  Zion,  havinjj  been  previously  placed  next  the  Presidency 
in  our  assemblies;  also  observed  that  they  were  hurt  on  accooat  of  | 
■ome  xemarks  made  by  President  Hyrum  Smith,  on  the  trial  of  Glad*  I 
den  Biabop,  (who  had  been  pfeviooaly  tried  befove  the  Gonaeil  of  the  I 
TwelTe,  while  on  thefar  mission  in  the  east,)  who  had  by  thehr  reqaesl*  ] 
thrown  bis  ease  before  the  High  Coonoil  in  Eurtland,  tn  inmtigation  s 
and  the  Twelve  considered  that  their  proceedings  with  him,  were  in 
some  deflcree  disoonntenanoed. 

Elder  Marsh  then  gave  way  to  his  brethren,  and  they  arose  and  spoka 
in  tnm  nntil  they  had  all  spoken,  aoqnieseiiig  in  the  observations  of 
Blder  Marsh,  and  made  some  additions  to  his  remarks,  which,  in  sob- 
stance,  were  as  follows:  That  tlie  letter  in  question,  which  they  re-  j 
eeived  from  the  Presidency,  in  which  two  of  their  members  wars 
snspended,  and  the  rest  severely  chastened,  and  that,  too,  upon  | 
testimony  which  was  unwarranted;  and  particular  stress  was  laid  upon 
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a  certain  letter  wliirh  thv  Presideuej'  had  received  from  Dr.  Wanen  A. 
Cowdery,  of  Freedom,  New  York,  in  which  he  preferred  charp^es  aerainst 
them,  which  were  false,  and  upon  which  the  Presidency  had  acted 
in  chastening^  them;  and  therefore  the  Twelve  had  concluded  that 
tlw  Presidency  had  lost  confidence  in  thoni:  and  that  whereas,  the 
Church  in  this  p>lace  hadcarcsst  d  thcin  at  the  tinic  of  their  appointment 
to  the  Apostli  ship,  thov  now  treated  them  coolly,  and  also  appeared  to 
have  lost  coutidence  in  tiicm. 

They  spoke  of  their  havinij  been  in  the  work  from  the  betriunins: 
almost,  and  had  borne  the  l>ur(lt'n  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  passed 
throuofh  many  trials,  and  that  thu  IVesidency  ou{?ht  not  to  suspect  tht-ir 
fidelity,  nor  lose  confidence  in  them,  neither  ought  they  to  have  chas- 
tened them  upon  snch  testimony  as  was  lyin^^  before  them ;  also  urged 
th»  iMoewity  <yt  mi  explanation  upon  the  letter  whieh  the?  teeehred  from 
the  Pieiideney,  and  the  propriety  of  their  hsving  information  respeeting 
their  dnties,  anthorit3r»  ete. ,  that  th«y  might  eome  to  an  understanding  in 
all  thtQga,  that  they  might  aot  in  perf eet  nniaon  and  harmony  before  the 
Lord,  and  be  prepared  for  the  endowment;  also  that  they  had  preferred 
a  eharge  against  Doetor  Cowdery*  for  his  nnehristian  oondoet,  whieh 
the  Prarideney  had  disregarded;  also  that  President  Oliver  Cowdery, 
on  a  eertain  oceasion,  had  made  use  of  langoage  to  one  of  the  Twelve 
that  was  nnehristian  and  nnbeooming  any  man ;  and  that  they  would 
not  submit  to  snch  treatment.  The  remarks  of  the  Twelve  were  made 
in  a  very  forcible  and  explicit  manner,  yet  cool  and  deliberate. 

President  Smith  observed  that  the  Presidency  had  heard  them  pa« 
tiently.  and,  in  turn,  should  expect  to  be  heard  patiently  also.  And 
first,  he  remarked  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  Twelve  should  state 
whether  they  were  determined  to  persevere  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
whether  the  Presidency  were  able  to  satisfy  them  or  not. 
Vote  called,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  unanimously. 
President  Sniitli  then  said  to  the  Twelve  that  he  had  not  lost  contidence 
in  them,  they  had  no  reason  to  suspect  his  confidence;  and  that  he  would 
be  willing  to  be  weighed  in  the  scale  of  truth,  today,  in  this  matter,  and 
risk  it  in  the  day  of  jadgmeat.    Respecting  the  chastening  contained 
in  the  letter  in  question,  whieh  he  aeknouMged  might  have  been  ex- 
pMssedin  too  harsh  language,  whieh  was  not  intentional,  he  asked  their 
fofgifeness,  inasmuoh  as  he  had  hurt  their  feelings;  but  nevertheless, 
theletter  that  Elder  M'LelHn  wrote  baok  to  KirUand,  while  the  Twelve 
were  in  the  east,  was  harsh  also^  and  he  was  willing  to  set  the  one 
against  the  other. 

Prssident  Smith  next  proeeeded  to  explain  the  duty  of  the  Twelve,  and 
thmr  autiiority,  whieh  is  next  to  the  present  Presidency,  and  that  the  ar- 
nmgement  of  the  assembly  in  this  plaee,  on  the  16th  instant,  in  plaeing 
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the  High  Councils  of  Kirtland  next  the  Presidency,  was  be.-aiise  thf  bu<-  ^ 
iness  to  be  transacted,  was  business  relatinp:  to  that  body  in  j  .-trruMiIar. 
which  was  to  fill  the  several  qnonims  in  Kirtland.  not  becau.se  they 
were  first  in  ofticf,  and  that  the  arraii<reinents  wert-  the  most  jndiriou* 
that  couhl  be  made  on  the  occasion;  also  the  Twelve  are  not  subject  to 
any  other  than  the  first  Presidency,  viz. ,  "myself said  the  Prophet, 
"Sidney  Ri^^dou,  and  Frederick  G.  Williams,  who  are  now  my  Couubei- 
ors;  and  where  I  am  not,  there  is  no  First  Presidency  overtheTwelTe.** 

The  Prophet  also  stated  to  thft  Twehie  that  lio  did  not  oonntenance  tha 
hanh  laDgua(j:e  of  President  Cowdery  to  them,  neither  wonld  he  eonn- 
tenanee  it  in  himself  nor  in  any  other  man,  *'aIthoncrh,**  said  be,  hava 
sometimes  spoken  too  harshly  from  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  and  in-  I 
asmnoh  as  I  hare  wonnded  jcnr  feelings,  brsthxon,  I  ask  yoor  forgive- 
ness, for  I  lore  yon  and  will  hold  yon  up  with  all  my  heart  in  aQ  right- 
eousness, before  the  Lord,  and  beforeall  men:  for  be  assnied,  brethren, 
I  am  willing  to  stem  the  tonrant  of  all  opposition,  in  aloiraia  and  in 
tempests,  in  thunders  and  in  lightnings,  by  sea  and  by  land,  in  the  wil- 
derness or  among  false  brethren,  or  mobs,  or  wherever  God  in  His 
providence  may  call  ns.  And  I  am  determined  that  neither  heights  ner 
depths,  prinoipalities  nor  powers,  things  present  or  things  to  eone,  or 
any  other  creature,  shall  separate  me  from  you.  And  I  will  now  eoren- 
ant  with  you  before  God,  that  I  will  not  listen  to  or  credit  any  deroga- 
tory report  aj^'^ainst  any  of  you.  nor  condemn  yon  upon  &ny  testimony 
beneath  the  heavens,  short  of  that  testimonv  which  is  infallible,  until  I 
can  see  yon  fft<'e  to  face,  and  know  of  a  surety;  and  I  do  place  unre- 
mitted contidence  in  your  word,  for  I  believe  you  to  be  men  of  truth. 
And  1  ask  the  same  of  you,  when  I  tell  you  anjthing,  that  you  place 
equal  confidence  in  my  word,  for  I  will  not  t«»ll  you  I  know  anything 
that  I  do  not  know.  But  I  have  already  consumed  more  time  than  I 
intended  when  I  commenced,  and  1  will  now  give  way  to  my  colleaj^'ues.** 

President  Bijrdon  arose  next  and  acqoiesced  in  what  President  Smith 
had  said,  and  acknowledged  to  the  Twelve  that  he  had  not  done  as  he 
ought,  in  not  eiting  Dr.Wanen  A.  Cowdery  to  trial  on  the  ehaxges  that 
were  put  into  his  hands  by  the  Twelve;  that  he  negleeted  his  duty  in 
this  thing,  for  which  he  asked  their  forgiveness,  and  wonld  now  attend 
to  it,  if  they  desired  him  to  do  so;  *  and  President  Rigdon  also  observed  i 

•Kvitiently  this  nialter  concernintf  Warren  A.  Cowdery  was  aft»'rw!irils  taken  u\t 
and  Rettled  amicably,  aa  the  Doctor  publiabeU  the  following  note  of  explamulon 
aadaeknowladfaitttlatlio  Felmuory,  1886,aiimbtrof  the  Meaani§trund  A4fmmt${ 

"NOnCB. 

"I  herihy  give  to  all  wiMn  it  naj  ooeeem,  ttiat  Messrs.  T.  B.  Ifacdi  lad  oti^^ 

denominated  Hie  'Tweire,'  while  on  their  misnion  tn  the  East,  last  Meason,  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Pre><i<letioy  of  the  Churrh  in  which  they  were  ceuMureii  for 
neglecting  to  teach  the  Church  in  Freedom,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  the  neoes-  i 
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to  the  Twelve,  if  he  had  spoken  or  reproved  too  harshly  at  any  time, 
and  had  injured  their  feeliofirs  by  so  doing,  he  asked  their  forgiveness. 

President  WUliams  arose  and  aoqaiesoed  in  the  above  sentiments,  ex- 
ptetied  by  the  Prophet  mad  Prandent  Rigdon,  in  full,  and  said  many 
good  things. 

The  Preeident  of  the  Twelve  then  ealled  a  Tote  of  that  body,  to  know 
whether  they  were  perftotlv  satisfied  with  the  eiplanations  given  themt 
and  whether  they  woold  enter  into  the  covenant  the  Presidency  had 
inropoBed  to  them,  which  was  most  readily  manifested  in  the  affirmatiTe, 
by  raising  their  hands  to  heaven  in  testimony  of  their  willingness  and 
desire  to  enter  into  this  covenant,  and  their  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
explanation  upon  all  the  difficulties  that  were  on  their  minds.  Thebreth- 
ren  then  took  each  other  by  the  hand  in  confirmation  of  the  covenant, 
and  there  was  a  perfect  union  of  feeling  on  this  oecaMOn,andthe  hearts 
ol  all  overflowed  with  blessings,  which  the  brethren  pronounced  upon 
one  another^s  heads  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance. 

In  conoltision,  the  Prophet  said:  "My  scribe  is  included  in  this  cov- 
enant, and  these  blessings  with  us,  for  I  love  him  for  the  truth  and 
integrity  that  (lw«  ll  in  him.  And  may  God  enable  us  to  perform 
our  vows  and  coveujints  with  ea«  li  other,  in  all  hdelity  and  righteous- 
ness before  Ilim,  that  our  inlliience  may  bo  felt  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  in  mighty  power,  even  to  rend  the  kingdoms  of  darkness 
asunder,  and  triumph  over  priestcraft  and  spiritual  wickedness  in 
high  places,  and  break  in  pieces  all  kingdoms  that  are  opposed  to  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  and  spread  the  light  and  truth  of  the  everlasting 
CKwpel  from  the  livars  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.** 

ffider  Beanum  eame  in  for  counsel,  to  know  whether  it  was  best  for 
him  to  retam  before  the  solemn  assembly  or  not.  After  consideration, 
tiie  CouneU  advised  him  to  tarry. 

Council  dismissed  by  singing  and  prayer. 

Wabbin  Pa&risr,  Clerk. 

Sundatf^  17. — Attended  meeting  at  the  sehool  house  at 
the  usual  hour;  a  large  congregation  assembled.   I  pro- 

sitj  of  contributing  4^  IMat  Mfttly  sntetsaes  for  the  bnlldliif  itf  «h«  Hoase  of  tho 
Lund  la  tiiis  plaM.  The  rebnke  tnm.  th*  Presldraey,  (as  the  nadenlfned  has  been 

Informed)  wra.H  j>ro«Ucat»'(l  upon  a  U  tter  addressed  bvhln.  to  the  presidents  or  some 
one  of  them,  stntinii;  that  they,  tlie  Twelve,  tuufrht  no  Huch  thing.  The  under- 
signed aithougb  actuated  by  the  purest  niotivetf  at  the  time  he  wrote  believing  he 
had  MKled  nothing  but  Uie  Inzth,  hM  eliioe  beoome  SAtlefled  from  the  beet  of  ert- 
daBee,«het  that  particular  Item  In  their  iBetructions  wse  not  emlttld  ee  he  had 

rc'presented.  he,  then  foro.  mo««t  deeply  retrrets  it,  heinp  8en«ihIo  as  he  now  is, 
tbttt  he  waH  the  cauMe  (although  innocent)  l1  wuuudiug  the  be!st  of  feelings,  and 
depressing  spirits  buoyant  with  hope,  while  in  the  field  of  useful  labor  at  a  dis- 
tsnet  fipom  home."— W.  A.  Ogwdbst. 
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ceeded  to  ammge  the  several  qaonuns  present,  first  the 
Presidency,  then  the  Twelve,  and  the  Seventy 
«r  Frasidmey   who  were  present,  also  the  Councilors  of  Kirt- 
land  and  /ion. 
l^ivsidoiit  Ki<]^<lon  then  arost*  and  ol)sei'\*ed  that  instead 
ot  preaching  the  time  would  be  occupied  by  the  Presi- 
dency and  Twelve,  in  speaking  each  in  his  turn  until 
they  had  all  spoken.   The  Lord  poured  out  His  Spirit  up- 
on us,  and  the  brethren  began  to  confess  their  faults  one 
to  the  other,  and  the  oongre^ation  was  soon  overwhelmed 
in  tears,  and  some  of  our  hearts  were  too  bi«?  for  utter- 
anee.    The  gift  of  toiiirues  came  on  us  also,  like  tlierush- 
iuir  of  a  mighty  wind,  and  my  soul  was  filled  with  the 
glory  of  God. 

In  the  afternoon  I  joined  three  couple  in  matrimony, 
in  the  public  congregation^  viz:  William  F.  Gaboon  and 
Marriage  and    Marauda  Qibbs,  Harvey  Stanley  and  Larona 
Gaboon,  Tunis  Bapley  and  Louisa  Cutler. 

We  tlien  administered  the  Saeranu!iit,  and  dismissed  the 
eoiigregatioTi,  \vhieh  was  so  large  that  it  was  very  un- 
pleasant for  all.  We  were  then  invited  to  a  feast  at 
Elder  Gaboon's  which  was  prepared  for  the  occasion,  and 
had  a  good  time  while  partaking  of  the  rich  repast;  and 
I  verily  realized  that  it  was  good  for  brethren  to  dwell  to- 
gether in  unity,  like  the  dew  upon  the  mountains  of  teael, 
where  the  Lord  commanded  blessings,  even  life  forever- 
more.    SiH'iit  the  eveiiiiif^  at  home. 

Monday^  7^.— Attended  tin*  Hebrew  school.  This  day 
the  Elders'  school  was  removed  into  the  Temple,  in  the 
room  adjoining  the  Hebrew  school. 

Tuesday^  19* — Spent  the  day  at  school.  The  Lord 
proi?ress  In  ^^^^  US  lu  OUT  studics.  This  day  we  com- 
st^iirof  menced  reading  in  our  Hebrew  Bibles  with 
Hebrew.  muchsuccess.  It scoms  as  if  tlie  Lord  opens  Our 
minds  in  a  marvelous  manner,  to  understand  His  word  in 
the  original  language;  and  my  prayer  is  that  God  will 
speedily  endow  us  with  a  knowledge  of  all  languages  and 
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toDj2:ues,  that  His  servants  may  go  forth  for  the  hist  time 
the  better  prepared  to  bind  up  the  law,  and  seal  up  the 
teetimony. 

FOBM  or  MABBIAGB  OBBTIFICATB. 

1  hereby  certify,  that,  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  ou  matrimony,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam F.  Cahoon  and  Miss  Nancy  M.  Gibbs,  both  of  this  place,  were 
joined  in  marriajj^e,  on  Sabbath,  the  17th  instant.  ' 

T_„__^  a»«-«  T»«.    1   Presiding  Elder 

Jobbph  Smith,  Jun.,  [  ^^^^^ 
KfatUwd,  Ohio,  January  19th,  1836. 

Wednesday,  20, — ^Attended  school  at  the  nsual  honr, 

ami  spent  the  day  in  reading  and  lectm'iug,  and  made 
some  advancement  in  our  studies. 

In  the  evening  1  attended  a  matrimonial  oeeasion  with 
my  family,  at  Mr.  John  Johnson's,  having  been  invited 
to  join  Elder  John  F.  Boynton  and  Miss  Susan  Lowell  in 
marriage;  a  large  and  respectable  company  assembled, 
and  were  seated  by  Elders  Orson  Hyde  and  Warren  Par- 
rish,  in  the  following  order — ^The  Presidency  and  their 
companions  in  the  lirst  seats,  the  Twelve  Apostles  in  the 
second,  the  Si^'enty  m  the  third,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  congregation  seated  with  their  companions.  Elder 
Boynton  and  lady,  with  their  attendants,  came  in  and 
were  seated  in  front  of  the  Presidency. 

A  hynm  waa  sung,  after  which  I  addressed  the  throne 
of  grace.  I  then  arose  and  read  aloud  a  license,  (ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  the  land)  granting  any  Marri.g«  of 
minister  of  the  Gospel  the  privilege  of  solemn-  J. Boynton. 
izing  the  rights  of  matrimony,  and  after  calling  for  objec- 
tion, if  any  there  were,  against  the  anticipated  alliance  be- 
tween Elder  Boynton  and  Miss  Lowell;  after  waiting  a  suf- 
ficient time  and  hearing  no  objection,  I  observed  that  all 
foreTer  after  this  must  hold  their  peace.  I  then  invited 
them  to  join  hands.  I  pronounced  the  ceremony,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Church  of  the  Lat- 
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ter-day  Saints,  in  the  name  of  (  Jod,  and  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.  I  pronounced  upon  them  the  blessings  of 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  such  other  blessings  as 
the  Lford  put  into  my  heart;  and  being  mnoh  under  the 
infiiaenoe  of  a  cold,  I  then  gave  way,  and  President  Rig- 
don  arose  and  delivered  a  very  forcible  address,  suited  to 
the  occasion,  and  closed  the  services  of  the  evening  by 
prayer. 

EUlers  Orson  Hyde,  Luke  S.  Johnson,  and  Warren  I'ar- 
rish,  theu  presented  the  Presidency  with  three  servers  of 
glasses  filled  with  wine,  to  bless.    And  it  fell   ^^^^  Mantaft 
to  my  lot  to  attend  to  this  duty,  which  I  ^***^ 
oheerfnUy  discharged.  It  was  then  passed  ronndin  order, 
then  the  cake  in  the  same  order;  and  suffice  it  to  say,  oar 
hearts  were  made  glad  while  partaking  of  the  bounty  of 
earth  which  was  presented,  until  we  had  taken  our  (ill; 
and  joy  filled  evei'v  bosom,  and  the  eountenanees  of  old 
and  young  seemed  to  bloom  alike  with  cheerfulness  and 
smiles  of  youth;  and  an  entire  unison  of  feeling  seemed 
to  pervade  the  congregation,  and  indeed  1  doubt  whether 
the  pages  of  history  can  boast  of  a  more  splendid  and  in- 
nocent wedding  and  feast  than  this,  for  it  was  conducted 
after  the  order  of  heaven,  which  has  a  time  for  all  things; 
and  this  Ijeing  a  time  of  rejoieing,  we  heartily  embraced  it 
and  eondueted  ourselves  aeeordmgly.    Took  leave  of  the 
comi)any  and  returned  home. 

Thursday  J  21. — This  morning,  a  minister  from  Con- 
necticut, by  the  name  of  John  W.  OUved,  called  at  my 
J^w^ouT«d  house,  and  inquired  of  my  father:  '^Does  the 
KopkA.  Prophet  live  here!  * '  My  father  replied  he  did 
not  understand  him.  Mr.  Olived  asked  the  same  question 
again  an<l  again,  and  received  the  same  answer.  He  finally 
asked:  ''Does  ]\rr.  Smith  live  here?"  Father  replie<l :  ''O 
yes,  sir,  1  understand  you  now."  ii'ather  then  stepped 
into  my  room  and  informed  me  that  a  gentleman  had  called 
to  see  me.  I  went  into  the  room  where  he  was,  and  the 
first  question  he  asked  me,  after  passing  a  compliment^ 
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was:  ''How  mauy  members  have  you  in  your  Church!**  I 
replied  that  we  had  between  fifteen  hundred  and  two  thous- 
and in  this  branch.  He  then  asked:  *  ^Wherein  do  yon  differ 
fromother  Christian  denominationst"  I  replied,  that  we  be- 
lieve the  Bible,  and  they  do  not.  However,  he  affirmed 
that  he  believed  the  Bible.  I  told  him  then  to  be  baptized. 
He  replied  that  he  did  not  realize  it  to  be  his  duty.  But 
when  I  laid  before  hiiu  the  principles  of  the  Gospel,  viz: 
faith  and  repentance;  baptism,  for  the  remission  of  sins; 
and  the  laying  on  of  hands,  for  the  reception  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  he  manifested  mnoh  surprise.  I  observed  that  the 
hour  for  school  had  arrived,  and  I  must  attend.  The 
man  appeared  astonished  at  our  doctrine,  but  by  no  means 
hostile. 

About  three  o'clock,  p.  m.,  I  dismissed  the  school,  and 
the  Presidency  retired  to  the  attic  stoiy  of  the  printing 
ofiice,  where  we  attended  the  ordinance  of   washing  and 
washing  our  bodies  in  pure  water.   We  also  ii,°Kiru!S 
perfumed  our  bodies  and  our  heads,  in  the  ^•^pia. 
name  of  the  Lord. 

At  early  candle-light  I  met  with  the  Presidency  at  the 
west  school  room,  in  the  Temple,  to  attend  to  the  ordin- 
ance of  anointint^  our  iicads  with  holy  oil;  also  the 
Councils  of  Kirtlaiid  and  Zion  met  in  the  two  adjoining 
rooms,  and  waited  in  prayer  while  we  attended  to  the  or- 
dinance. I  took  the  oil  in  my  left  hand.  Father  Smith 
being  seated  before  me,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Pres- 
idency encircled  him  round  about.  We  then  stretched 
our  right  hands  towards  heaven,  and  blessed  the  oil,  and 
consecrated  it  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ- 

We  then  laid  our  hands  u]K)n  our  a^red  Father  Smith, 
and  invoked  the  blessings  of  heaven .  1  then  The  Pmphei 
anointed  his  head  with  the  consecrated  oil,  EiiTbiJeiin 
and  sealed  many  blessings  upon  him.  The  ^i^tn«yi. 
Presidency  then  in  turn  laid  their  hands  upon  his  head, 
beginning  at  the  oldest,  until  they  had  all  laid  their  hands 
upon  him,  and  pronounced  such  blessings  upon  his  head. 
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as  tlio  Lord  put  into  their  hearts,  all  blessing  him  to  be 
our  Patriarch,  to  anoint  our  heads,  and  attend  to  all 
duties  that  pertain  to  that  office.  The  Presidency  then 
took  the  seat  in  their  torn,  according  to  their  age,  begin- 
ning at  the  oldest,  and  received  tiieir  anointing  and 
blessing  nnder  the  hands  of  Father  Smith.  And  in  my 
turn,  my  father  anointed  my  head,  and  sealed  upon  me 
the  hlessinjors  of  Most^s,  to  lead  Israel  in  the  latter  dajs, 
even  as  Moses  led  him  in  days  ut"  old;  also  the  blessin.i;s 
of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob.  All  of  the  Presidency 
laid  their  hands  upon  me,  and  prononnced  upon  my  head 
many  prophecies  and  blessingSi  many  of  which  I  shall 
not  notice  at  this  time.  But  as  Pan!  said,  so  say  I,  let  ns 
come  to  visions  and  revelations. 

The  heavens  were  opened  upon  us,  and  I  beheld  the 
celestial  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  glory  thereof,  whether 
in  the  hodv  or  out  1  eannot  tell.    1  saw  the 

The  Prophet's     ,  ,    '  ^       „  .  ,     .  i  ,       ,  •  , 

Vision  of  the  transcendent  1  >eauty  ot  the  gate  through  which 
the  heii  s  of  that  kingdom  will  enter,  which 
was  like  unto  circling  flames  of  fire;  also  the  blazing 
throne  of  €h)d,  whereon  was  seated  the  Father  and  the  Bt 
I  saw  the  beautiful  streets  of  that  kingdom,  which  bad  the 
appearance  of  being  paved  with  gold.  I  saw  Fathers  Adam 
aud  Abraham,  and  my  father  and  mother,  my  brother, 
.  ,  ^     A1vin,tliat  has  long  since  slept,  and  marvelled 

Alviii  SBiittu 

how  it  was  that  he  had  obtained  an  inheritance 
in  that  kingdom,  seeing  that  he  had  departed  this  life  be- 
fore the  Lord  had  set  His  hand  to  gather  Israel  the  second 
time,  and  had  not  been  baptized  for  the  remission  of  sins. 
Thus  came  the  voice  of  the  Lord  unto  me,  saying — 

BevelaiUm. 

All  will)  have  died  without  a  knowledge  of  this  Gospel,  who  would 
have  received  it  if  they  had  been  pern)itted  to  tarry,  shall  be  heirs  of 
the  celestial  kingdom  of  God;  also  all  lliat  shall  die  henceforth  without 
a  knowledg^e  of  it,  who  would  have  received  it  with  all  their  hearts, 
shall  be  heirs  of  that  kingdom,  for  I,  the  Lord,  will  jadfce  all  men  ae- 
cording  to  their  works,  aooording  to  the  desire  of  their  hearts. 
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And  1  also  beheld  that  all  children  who  die  before  they 
arrive  at  the  years  of  aceountabilitv,  are  saved  in  the 
celestial  kingdom  of  heaven.  I  saw  the  ^he  saWation 
Twelve  ApoBtles  of  the  Lamb,  who  are  now  o«chUdr«n. 

the  earth,  who  hold  the  keys  of  this  last  ministryy 
in  foreign  lands,  standing  together  in  a  oirde,  much 
fatigued,  with  their  clothes  tattered  and  feet  swollen, 
with  their  eyes  cast  downward,  and  Jesus  standing  in 
their  midst,  and  they  did  not  behold  Him.  The  Savior 
looked  upon  them  and  wept. 

I  also  beheld  £lder  M'Lellin  in  the  southt  standing 
npon  a  hill,  surronnded  hy  a  vast  multitude,  preaching  to 
them,  and  a  lame  man  standing  before  him  i  ropbet  s 
supported  by  his  emtches;  he  threw  them  down  ^^a^^^  ^ 
at  his  word  and  leaped  as  a  hart,  by  the 
mierlity  power  of  God.  Also,  1  saw  Elder  Brigham  Young 
standing  in  a  strange  land,  in  the  far  south  and  west,  in  a 
desert  place,  upon  a  rock  in  the  midst  of  about  a  dozen  men 
of  color,  who  appeared  hostile.  He  was  preaching  to  them 
in  their  own  tongae,  and  the  angel  of  Gtod  standing  above 
his  head,  with  a  drawn  sword  in  his  hand,  protecting  him, 
bat  he  did  not  see  it.  And  I  finally  saw  the  Twelve  in 
the  celestial  kingdom  of  God.  I  also  beheld  the  redemp- 
tion ot  Zioii,  and  many  things  which  the  tongue  of  man 
cannot  describe  in  full. 

Many  of  my  l>i  ethren  who  received  the  ordinance  with 
me  saw  glorious  visions  also.  Angels  ministered  unto 
them  as  well  as  to  myself,  and  the  power  of  Minutnitioiit 
the  Highest  rested  npon  us,  the  house  was  «<Anf^* 
filled  with  the  glory  of  Ood,  and  we  shouted  Hosanna  to 
God  and  the  Lamb.  My  scribe  also  received  his  anoint- 
ing with  us,  and  saw,  in  a  vision,  the  aiuiies  of  heaven 
protecting  the  Saints  in  theii*  return  to  Zion,  and  many 
things  which  1  saw. 

The  Bishop  of  Kirtlaud  with  his  Counselors,  and  the 
Bishop  of  Zion  with  his  Ck>unselors,  were  present  w  ith  us, 
and  received  their  anointings  under  the  hands  of  Father 
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Smith,  and  this  was  coutirmed  by  the  Presidency,  and 
the  glories  of  heaven  were  unfolded  to  them  also. 

We  then  invited  the  High  Councilors  of  Kirtland  and 
Hieh  Councils  7^011  iiito  our  room,  and  President  Hyrum 
KirUaS.r'^  Smith  anointed  the  head  of  the  President  of  the 
▲noinud.  Oounoilors  in  Kirtland,  and  President  David 
Whitmer  the  head  of  the  President  of  the  OonnoiloTS  of  Zion. 
The  President  of  each  qnornm  then  anointed  the  heads 
of  his  colleagrues,  each  in  his  turn,  beginning  at  the  oldest. 

The  visions  of  heaven  wtne  opened  to  them  also.  Some 
of  them  saw  the  face  of  the  Savior,  and  others  were  min- 

Parther  Via-  ^^^^  ^7  ^^^V  ^^f^f  A^d  the  Spirit  of 
Rn-  prophecy  and  revelation  was  ponred  out  in 
mighty  power;  and  lond  hosannahs,  and  glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  sainted  the  heavens,  for  we  all 
communed  with  the  heavenly  host.  And  I  saw  in  my 
vision  all  of  the  Presidency  in  tht^  celestial  kingdom  of 
God,  and  many  others  that  were  present.  Our  meeting 
was  opened  by  singing,  and  pray<T  was  olfered  up  by  the 
head  of  each  quorum ;  and  closed  by  singing,  and  invok- 
ing the  benediction  of  heaven,  with  uplifted  hands.  Re- 
tired between  one  and  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Friday^  ^^.^Attended  at  the  school  room  at  the  nsoal 
hour,  but  instead  of  pursuinfi^  our  studies,  we  spent  the 
time  in  rehearsing  to  each  other  the  glorious  scenes  that 
oecun  ed  on  the  preceding  evening,  while  attending  to  the 
ordinance  of  holy  anointing. 

In  the  evening  we  met  at  the  same  |)Iaee,  with  the 
Anointing  of  Couucil  of  thc  Twclvc,  aud  the  Presidency  of 
the  Twelve  thc  Scveuty,  who  were  to  receive  this  oidin- 
anoeCof  anointiiigaiidbleasmg].  Th«High 
Councils  of  Kirtland  and  Zion  were  present  also. 

After  calling  to  order  and  organizing,  the  Presidency 
proceeded  to  consecrate  the  oil. 

We  then  laid  our  hands  upon  Elder  Thomas  B.  Marsh, 
who  is  President  of  the  Twelve,  and  ordained  him  to  the 
authority  of  anointing  his  brethren.   I  then  poured  the 
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consoorated  oil  upon  his  head,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  sealed  siieh  blessin^ifs  upon  him  as  the  Lord  put  into 
my  heart.  The  rest  of  the  Presidency  then  laid  their 
hamia  upon  him  and  blessed  him,  each  in  his  turn,  be- 
ginniiig  at  the  oldest.  Ue  then  anoiiited  and  blessed  his 
brethren  from  the  oldest  to  the  youngest.  I  also  laid  my 
hands  upon  tiiem,  and  pronounced  many  great  and  glor- 
ious things  upon  their  heads.  The  heavens  were  opened, 
and  angels  ministered  unto  us. 

The  Twelve  then  jn-oceeded  to  anoint  and  bless  the 
Presidency  of  the  Seventy,  and  seal  upon  their  heads 
power  and  authority  to  anoint  their  brethren. 

The  heavens  irere  opened  unto  Elder  Sylvester  Smith, 
and  he,  leaping  up«  exclaimed:  **The  horsemen  of  Israel 
and  the  chariots  tiiereof." 

Brother  Don  0.  Smith  was  also  anointed  and  blessed 
to  preside  ovei*  the  High  Priests'  quorum. 

President  Kigdon  arose  to  conclude  the  services  of  the 
evening  by  invoking  the  blessing  of  heaven  . 

^  ^  Blessing  of 

upon  the  Lord's  anointed,  which  he  did  in  an  ^igrd't 
eloquent  manner;  the  congregation  shouted  a 
long  hoeannah;  l^e  gift  of  tongues  fell  upon  us  in  mighty 
power,  angels  mingled  their  yoices  with  ours,  while  their 
presence  was  in  our  midst,  and  unceasing  praises  swelled 
OUT  bosoms  for  the  space  of  halt-an-hour. 

I  then  observed  to  the  brethren,  that  it  was  time  to  re- 
tire. We  accordingly  closed  our  interview  and  returned 
home  at  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  Spirit 
and  visions  of  God  attended  me  through  the  ni^ht 

To  the  petitions  which  we  sent  up  to  Missouri,  Qovemor 
DnnUin  replied  as  follows:  * 

City  of  Jeffkhson,  Jan.  22Dd,  1836. 
lo  Messrs.  W.  W.  Phelpn  and  Others. 

Gentlemen: — Your  numerous  petitions,  post-marked  "Kirtland," 

•  The  communication  from  Governor  Dunklin,  of  Missouri,  which  follows,  is 
found  M  "Note  H,"  in  the  addenda  of  the  manuscript  UUtory,  Book  "B."  And  is 
plM«d  h«re  in  the  PMphtt'a  ntrntlTe,  nadtr  fh«  date  OB«klali  tt  mm  tpfltten,  vis, 
Jnaaiy  Si,  18M. 
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oam0  iftfe  to  huid.  It  is  muMeenaiy  for  me  to  repeat  to  you  mj  feol- 
ings  00  the  enbjeot  of  yoor  grievaneee.  What  th^  were  yonhttte  bee« 
abeady  apiiriaed,  and,  they  hsve  imdeflioiie  no  efaaoce.  Toor  eoao 
was  preaentad  by  me  to  the  last  General  Assembly  of  the  state.  Thsj 
did  not  legislate  upon  the  snbjeet  I  am,  however,  persoaded,  that  il 
was  for  want  of  a  eonstitntional  power  to  paas  any  law  that  eonld  alford 
you  a  proper  remedy,  prevented  their  acting  upon  the  snbjeet  Tour 
feelings  are  Tory  natnial,  when  sneh  eanses  exist  to  prodaoe  them;  but 
yon  miseoneeive  yonr  ease,  and,  consequently,  do  not  advert  to  the 
proper  remedy.  Yon  cannot  make  a  ease  of  intHuion  or  inturrection  of 
the  outra^s  committed  upon  yonr  persons  or  property  in  Jackson 
County.  And,  unless  one  of  those  could  be  made  out,  it  would  be  idle 
to  address  the  President  of  the  United  States.  If  such  a  case  hjid  been 
made  out,  fis  Executive  of  this  state.  1  should  have  immediately  orderetl 
out  a  military  force  to  repel  or  suppress  it.  The  mob  iu  New  York,  to 
which  you  cite  me.  is  not  in  point.  The  military  force  was  there  re- 
sorted to,  for  the  purpose  of  quit  tivp  the  mob.  You  wish  this  kind  of  a 
force  used  to  restore  justice.  However  palpable  and  prievous  the  out- 
rages have  been  upon  you,  your  ouly  remed)'  for  injuries  done  must  be 
in  and  through  the  courts  of  justice.  On  a  former  occasion  I  informed 
yon  I  was  then  in  eurrespondence  with  the  General  Oovemment,  for  m 
depot  of  arms,  on  the  Missonri  river,  near  oor  western  bonndaty  line. 
For  reasons  unknown  to  me,  the  Seeretary  of  War  has  taken  no  steps 
dnring  the  Ust  year  towards  the  fnlliUment  of  the  snbjeet  I  have  re- 
newed the  sabjeot  through  our  delegation  in  Congress,  this  winter. 
When  this  objeot  shall  be  attained,  it  may  fnmiiih  you  n  plaoe  of  resort* 
for  proteotion,  in  ease  of  emergeney,  should  yon  think  proper  to  risk 
yourselves  on  yonr  lands,  in  Jadmon  County,  again. 

Bespeetfully, 

[Signed]   Daml.  DuifKLDf. 

Saturday^  — Atteude<l  at  the  school  room,  a.s  usual, 
and  we  came  together  filltMi  witli  the  Spirit,  as  on  the  past 
Doobto  of  evening,  and  did  not  feel  like  studying,  bat 
AWa  Beamra.  commenced  conyersing  npon  heavenly  things, 
and  we  spent  the  day  agreeably  and  profitably.  ESlder 
Alva  Beaman  had  been  tempted  to  donbt  the  thinfrs  which 
we  received  the  e\  <'ninirs  before,  ami  lir  made  an  huuilde 
confession,  and  ask«'d  foi-Lciv^'ness  of  the  school,  which 
was  joyfully  accorded  him,  aud  he  said  he  would  try  to 
resist  Hatan  in  the  future. 

Sunday^  24, — ^Met  the  several  quorums  in  the  room  un- 
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der  Hie  prmtixig  office,  and,  after  organiziiig  and  opening 
by  prayer,  called  npon  the  High  Conncil  of  continaatioa 

Kirtland  to  proceed  and  confess  their  sins,  as    of  Spwtuia 
they  might  be  directed  by  the  Spirit,  and  they 
occupied  the  first  part  of  the  day,  and  confessed  and  ex- 
horted as  the  Spirit  led. 

In  the  afternoon,  attended  meeting  again,  and  saw  the 
bread  and  wine  administered  to  the  qnoroms  and  brethren 
who  were  present. 

in  Ae  evening,  met  the  Presidency  in  the  chamber  over 
the  printing  room,  and  counseled  on  the  subject  of  endow- 
ment, and  the  preparation  for  the  solemn  assembly,  which 
is  to  be  called  when  the  house  of  the  Lord  is  finished. 

Monday,  25, — Received  a  line  from  my  iii„e„ofw«r. 
scribe,  informing  me  of  his  ill  health,  as  fol-  ratPuriAh- 


Bbotheb  Josefb— Ifygrrat  dedie  is  to  be  in  your  oompAny  and  in  the 

maaombly  of  the  Saints,  where  God  opens  the  heavens,  and  exhibits  the 
tromiroB  of  eternity.  It  is  the  only  thing  that  hat  itimulated  me,  for  a 
nninber  of  days  past,  to  leAve  my  hoase;  for  be  assured,  dear  brother, 
my  bodily  affliction  is  severe.  I  have  a  violent  eoneh,  more  especially 
at  night,  which  deprives  me  of  my  appetite,  and  ray  strength  fails,  and 
writing  has  a  particular  tendency  to  injure  my  lunps,  while  I  am  under 
the  influence  of  such  a  cou^h.  I  therefore,  with  reiactance,  send  your 
journal  to  you,  until  my  health  improves. 

Yours  in  haste, 

Wabrkm  Pahuish. 

P.  8. — BroHter  Joseph,  prey  for  me,  end  aak  the  pmyem  of  the  elaea 
OD  my  Moonnt  aho.  W.  P. 

Appointed  Mder  Sylvester  Smith,  acting  soribe^  for  the 
time  being,  or,  till  Elder  Parrish  shall  recover  his  health. 
Spent  the  day  at  home,  receiving  visitors. 

Tuesday,  20. — Mr.  Seixas  arrived  tVoni  Hudson,  to  teach 
the  Hebrew  langna^^p,  and  1  attended  upon  the  orgauiziag 
of  the  class,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  lee-    Arrival  of 
tures  upon  Hebrew  grammar.   His  hours  of  seixaa. 
instrofltion  are  from  ten  to  eleven,  a.  m.;  and  from  two  to 
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'  three,  p.  m.  His  instraction  pleased  me  miioh.   I  tiunk 
he  will  be  a  help  to  the  dass  in  leaming  Hebrew* 

Wednesday,  27, — ^Attended  school,  as  usual,  and  also 

attended  to  other  matters  which  came  before  me. 
Thursday,  :^s. — Attendt'd  school  at  the  usual  hour, 
in  the  evening,  met  the  quorum  of  High  Priests,  in  the 
west  room  of  the  upper  loft  of  the  Lord's  house,  and,  in 
Continuation    oompauy  wlth  my  oouusslors,  oonseerated  and 


structed  them  and  set  the  quorum  in  order,  I  left  them  to 
perform  the  holy-anointing,  and  went  to  the  quorum  of 
Elders  at  the  other  end  of  the  room.  I  assisted  in  anoint- 
ing the  counselors,  of  the  president  of  the  Elders,  and 
gave  the  instruction  necessary  for  the  occasion,  and  left 
the  president  and  his  counselors  to  anoint  the  Mden, 
while  I  should  go  to  the  adjoining  room,  and  ftttend  to 
organizing  and  instructing  the  quorum  of  the  Seventy. 

I  found  the  Twelve  Apostles  assembled  with  this 
quorum,  and  1  proceeded,  with  the  quorum  of  the  Pres- 
idency, to  instruct  tlicni,  and  also  the  seven  presidents  of 
the  Seventy  Elders,  to  call  upon  God  with  up-lifted  hands, 
to  seal  the  blessings  which  had  been  promised  to  them  by 
the  holy  anointing.  As  I  organized  this  quorum,  with 
the  presidency  in  this  room,  President  Sylvester  Smith 
saw  a  pillar  of  fire  rest  down  and  abide  upon  the  heads  of 
the  quorum,  as  we  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  Twelve. 

When  the  Twelve  and  tlie  seven  presidents  were  through 
with  their  sealing  prayer,  1  called  upon  President  Sidney 
Bigdon  to  seal  them  with  uplifted  hands;  and  when  he  had 
done  this,  and  cried  hosanna,  that  all  the  oongregatioD 
should  join  him,  and  shout  hosanna  to  God  and  the 
Lamb,  and  gloiy  to  God  In  the  highest,  it  was  done  so, 
and  Elder  Koger  Orton  saw  a  mighty  angel  riding  upon  a 
horse  of  fire,  witli  a  flaming  sword  in  his  hand,  followed 
by  five  others,  encircle  the  iiouse,  and  protect  the  Saints, 
even  the  Lord's  anointed,  from  the  power  of  Satan  and  a 
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host  of  evil  spiris,  which  were  striving  to  disturb  the 
Saints. 

President  William  Smith,  cue  of  the  Twelve,  saw  the 
lieaveiifl  opened,  and  the  Lord's  host  protecting  the  Lord's 
anointed. 

Presidait  Zebedee  Coltrin,  one  of  the  seven  presidents 

of  the  Seventy,  saw  the  Savior  extended  before  him,  as 
upon  the  cross,  and  a  little  after,  crowned  with  glory  up- 
on his  head  above  the  ])rightness  of  the  sun. 

After  these  things  were  over,  and  a  glorious  vision, 
which  1  saw,  had  passed,  I  instructed  the  seven  presidents 
to  proceed  and  anoint  the  Seventy,  and  retomed  to  the 
room  of  the  High  Priests  and  Elders,  and  attended  to  the 
sealing  of  what  they  had  done,  with  up-lifted  hands. 

The  Lord  assisted  my  brother,  Don  Carlos,  the  |>resident 
of  the  High  Priests,  to  go  forward  with  the  anointing  of 
the  Higli  Pric^sts,  so  that  he  had  performed  it  to  the  a'*- 
ceptance  of  the  Lord,  notwithstanding  he  was  very  young 
and  inexpei'ienced  in  sucli  duties;  and  I  felt  to  praise  Gk>d 
with  a  load  hosanna,  for  His  goodness  to  me  and  my 
father's  family,  and  to  all  the  children  of  men.  Praise 
the  Lord,  all  ye.  His  Saints,  praise  His  holy  name. 

After  these  quorums  were  dismissed,  I  retired  to  my 
home,  filled  with  the  Spirit,  and  my  soul  cried  hosanna 
to  God  and  the  Lamb,  through  the  silent  watches  of  the 
night;  and  while  my  eyes  were  closed  in  sleep,  the  visions 
of  the  Lord  were  sweet  unto  me,  and  His  glory  was  round 
abont  me.   Praise  the  Lord. 

Fridafff  29, — ^Attended  school  and  read  Hebrew.  I  re- 
ceiyed  a  line  from  the  presidency  of  the  Elders'  quomm, 
they  wishing  to  know  whom  they  should  receive  into  their 
qnonmi,  1  answered  verbally. 

Afternoon,  J  called  in  all  my  father's  family  and  made 
a  feast,  and  related  my  feelings  towards  them.    The  Propiiei 
My  father  pronounced  patriarchal  blessings  on  Fath«»»Ptoi- 
tlA  heads  of  Henry  Gannet,  Charles  H.  Smith,  ^' 
Marietta  Carter,  Angeline  Carter,  Joanna  Carter,  and 
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Nancy  Carter.  This  was  a  good  time  to  me,  and  all  the 
family  rejoiced  together.  We  continued  the  meeting  till 
ahout  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  related  the  good- 
ness of  God  to  us,  in  opening  our  eyes  to  see  the  visions 
of  heaven,  and  in  sending  His  holy  angels  to  minister  un- 
to US  tiiie  word  of  life.  We  sang  the  praise  ot  God  in 
animated  strains,  and  the  power  of  love  and  imicm  was 
felt  and  enjoyed. 

Saturday y  30, — Attended  school,  as  usual,  and  waited 
upon  several  visitors,  and  showed  them  the  record  of 
Abraham.  Mr.  Seixas,  our  Hebrew  teacher,  examined  it 
with  deep  interest,  and  pronounced  it  to  be  original 
beyond  all  doubt.  He  is  a  man  of  ezoeilent  understand- 
ing, and  has  a  knowledge  of  many  langnafpee  which  weie 
spoken  by  the  aneients,  and  he  is  an  honorable  man,  so 
far  as  I  can  judge  yet. 


At »  Miiferenoe  of  the  Presidency  of  the  Charch,  it  was  resolved  that 
no  one  be  ordained  to  an  office  in  the  Church  in  Kirtland,  without  the 
▼oice  of  the  several  quomms,  when  AMembled  for  Church  business. 

Resolved — That  Alva  Beaman,  president  of  the  Elders,  be  directed 
to  erive  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Church  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  several 
Elders,  comprising  his  quorum,  and  all  other  Elders  in  ^^f*tl^****,  not 
belonging^  to  any  quorum  now  established. 

Resolved — That  Harvey  Whitlock  be  restored  to  the  Church,  in  full 
fellowship,  on  his  being  rebaptized,  and  after,  be  ordained  to  the  High 
Priesthood.  OiiiVER  Cowdeby,  Clerk. 


In  the  evening,  went  to  the  upper  rooms  of  the  Lord's 
house,  and  set  the  different  quorums  in  order.  Instructed 
Anointing  tii«  presidents  of  the  Seventy  oonoeming  the 
Bmttj.  order  of  their  anointing,  and  requested  them 
to  proceed  and  anoint  the  Seventy.  Having  set  all  ^ 
quorums  in  order,  I  returned  to  my  house,  being  weary 
with  continual  anxiety  and  labor,  in  putting  all  the  author- 
ities in  order,  and  in  striving  to  purify  them  for  the  solemn 
assembly,  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord. 
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Simdaff^  ^i. —Attended  divine  service  in  the  school 
house,  anraoged  the  several  qaonuns  of  the  authorities  of 
the  Church,  appomted  doorkeepers  to  keep  order  about 
the  door,  because  of  the  crowd,  and  to  prevent  the  honse 

from  being  excessively  crowded.  The  High  Council  of 
Zion  occupied  the  first  part  of  the  day,  in  speaking  as 
they  were  led,  and  relating  experiences,  trials,  etc 

Afternoon.  House  came  to  order,  as  usual,  and  Pres- 
ident Sidney  Rigdon  delivered  a  short  disoonrse,  and  we 
attended  to  the  breaking  of  bread. 

In  the  evening,  my  father  attended  to  the  blessing  of 
three  brethren,  at  President  Oliver  €k>wdery's.  Spent 
the  evening  at  home. 
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CHAPTER  XXVm. 

THE  PBOFHEX'S  MINISTBY  AND  STUDIES  IN  KIBTLAND. 

Monday f  February  i,  1836, — Attended  school  as  usual. 
Further  and  in  company  with  the  other  members  of  the 
tJrlSr^j  committee  oiganiEed  another  class  of  thirty, 
of  Htbraw.     ^  receive  Mr.  Seizes'  lectures  on  the  Hebrew. 

In  the  evening,  attended  to  the  organizing  of  the 
quorums  of  High  Priests,  Elders,  Seventy,  and  Bishops, 
in  the  upper  rooms  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  after 
blessing  each  quorum  in  tho  name  of  the  Lord,  I  returned 
home.  I  had  another  interview  with  Mr.  Seixas,  our  He- 
brew  teacher,  and  related  to  him  some  of  the  dealings  of 
God  with  me,  and  gave  him  some  of  the  evidence  of  the 
tmth  of  the  work  of  the  latter  days.  He  listened  cordially 
and  did  not  oppose. 

Tuesday,  2, — Attended  school  as  usual,  and  to  various 
other  duties. 

Went  to  the  school  house  in  the  evening,  and  heard  an 
animated  discourse  delivered  by  President  Rigdon.  He 
TheOntherinff  touchcd  on  thc  ontUncs  of  our  faith,  showed 
of  isr»«i.  scattering  and  gathering  of  Israel,  from 

the  Scriptures,  and  the  stick  of  Joseph  in  the  hands  of 
Ephraim,  as  also  from  the  Scriptores  of  Moses.  It  was 
an  interesting  meeting,  the  Spirit  bore  record  that  the 
Lord  was  well  pleased. 

Wednesday y  v. — Moi  ninir,  attended  our  Hebrew  lecture. 

Afternoon,  studied  with  Oliver  Cowdery  and  Sylvester 
Smith.    Received  many  visitors,  and  showed  them  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


D.  UM) 


HXBTOBT  OF  THB  GHUBGH. 


391 


Records  of  Abraham.    My  father  blessed  three  with  a 
patriarchal  blessing.   President  Alva  Beaman   Names  forth* 
handed  in  seventy  of  his  fiuorum  designed   q^^^  ^ 
for  another  Seventy  if  God  will.  seventy. 

Thursday,  4. — Attended  school,  and  assisted  in  forming 
a  class  of  twenty-two  members  to  read  at  three  o'clock, 
p.  m.  The  other  twenty-three  read  at  eleven  Hebm  cius 
o'clock.  The  first  class  recites  at  a  quarter  AmogeaMBte 
before  ten,  a.  m.,  and  the  second  a  quarter  before  two, 
p.  m.  We  have  a  great  want  of  books,  but  are  deter- 
mined to  do  the  bpst  we  can.  May  the  Lord  help  ns  to 
obtain  this  language,  that  we  may  l  ead  the  tScriptures  in 
the  language  in  which  they  were  given. 

Friday^  5* — Attended  school,  and  assisted  the  committee 
to  make  arrangements  to  supply  the  third  and  foorth 
classes  with  books;  concluded  to  divide  a  Bible  into 
several  parts,  for  ti^e  benefit  of  said  classes;  continued 
my  studies  in  the  Hebrew;  received  several  visitors,  and 
attended  various  duties. 

Saturday,  6. — Called  the  anointed  together  to  receive  the 
seal  of  all  their  blessings.  The  High  Priests  and  Elders 
in  the  council  room  as  usual,  the  Seventy  with 


the  Twelve  in  the  second  room ,  and  the  Bishops   of  g^oij^"" " 
in  the  third.    I  labored  with  each  of  these  SDiriti!^^ 
quorums  for  some  time  to  bring  them  to  the  ^ 
order  which  God  had  shown  to  me,  which  is  as  follows: 

The  first  part  to  be  spent  in  solemn  prayer  before  God, 
without  any  talking  or  confusion;  and  the  conclusion 
with  a  sealing  prayer  l)y  Presid(>nt  Rigdon,  when  all  the 
quorums  were  to  shout  with  one  accord  a  solemn  hosannah 
to  God  and  the  Lamb,  with  an  Amen,  Amen  and  Amen; 
and  then  all  take  seats  and  lift  up  their  hearts  in  silent 
prayer  to  God,  and  if  any  obtain  a  prophecy  or  vision,  to 
rise  and  speak  that  all  may  be  edified  and  rejoice  to- 
gether. 

T  had  considerable  troubh»  to  get  all  the  quorums  united 
in  this  order.   X  went  from  room  to  room  repeatedly,  and 
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charged  each  separately,  assuring  them  that  it  was  accord- 
ing to  the  mind  of  God,  yet,  notwithstanding  all  my 
labor,  while  I  was  in  the  east  room  with  the  Bishops' 
qnomm,  I  felt,  by  the  Spirit,  that  something  was  wrong  in 
the  qaomm  of  Elders  in  the  west  room,  and  X  immedi- 
ately requested  Presidents  Oliver  Crowdery  and  Hyrom 
Smith  to  go  in  and  see  what  was  the  matter.  The  quonim 
of  Elders  had  not  observed  the  order  which  I  had  given 
them,  and  were  reminded  of  it  by  President  Don  Carlos 
Smith,  and  mildly  requested  to  preserve  order,  and  continue 
in  prayer.  Some  of  them  replied  that  they  had  a  teacher 
of  their  own,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  troubled  by  otiiers. 
This  caused  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to  withdraw;  tiiis  in- 
terrupted the  meeting,  sad  iJiis  quorum  lost  their  blessing 
in  a  great  measure. 

The  other  quorums  were  more  careful,  and  the  quonim 
of  the  Seventy  enjoyed  a  great  flow  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Many  arose  and  spoke,  testifying  that  they  were  Med  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  which  was  like  fire  in  their  bones,  so  that 
they  could  not  hold  their  peace,  but  were  constrained  to 
cry  hosanna  to  God  and  the  Lamb,  and  glory  in  tlie 
highest. 

President  William  Smith,  one  of  the  Twelve,  saw  a 
vision  of  the  Twelve,  and  Seven  in  council  to- 

Visions  In  the  .  ,  i-th 

KirUMid  gethor,  m  old  Jl.ngland,  and  prophesied  that  a 
'^^^  gi  eat  work  would  be  done  by  them  in  the  old 
countries,  and  Gk>d  was  already  beginning  to  work  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people. 

President  Zebedee  Coltrin,  one  of  tiie  Seven,  saw  a  vision 
of  the  Lord's  host.  And  others  were  filled  with  the 
Spirit,  and  spake  with  tongues  and  prophesied.  This 
was  a  time  of  rejoicing  long  to  be  remembered.  Praise 
the  Lord. 

Sunday t  7. — ^Attended  meeting  at  the  usual  hour.  The 
quorums  were  seated  according  to  their  official  standing 
in  the  Church.  The  Bishop  of  Zion  and  his  counselors 
occupied  the  forenoon  in  confession  and  exhortation.  The 
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Bishop  of  Kirtland  and  his  counselors  occupied  the  stand 
in  the  afternoon.  The  diaeonrses  of  these  twoqaomms  were 
very  interesting.  A  nnmbetr  of  letters  of  commendation 
were  presented  and  read,  a  vote  was  called,  and  aU  were 
reedved  into  the  Ohnreh  in  Kirtland.  Bread  was  broken 
and  blessed,  and  while  it  was  passing,  President  Rigdon 
commenced  speaking  from  Acts  ii,  and  continued  about 
fifteen  minutes.  His  reasoning  was  good.  The  wine  was 
then  blessed  and  passed,  after  which  meeting  dismisses! . 

In  the  evening,  met  with  the  Presidency  in  the  loft  of 
the  printing  office,  in  company  with  the  presidency  of 
the  Seventy,  to  choose  other  Seventy  also.    Blessed  one 
of  the  Zion  brethren.   Dismissed  and  retired. 
Monday y  8. — Attended  school  at  the  usual  hour. 
In  the  afternoon,  lectured  in  the  upper  room  of  the 
printing  office,  with  some  of  the  brethren.    At  evening, 
visited  Mr.  Beixas,  in  company  with  Presi-    warren  Par- 
dents  fiigdon  and  Gowdery.    He  conversed  ^^^^ 
freely;  is  an  interesting  man.   Elder  Parrish,  soibe. 
my  scribe,  received  my  jonmal  again.  His  health  is  so 
much  improved,  that  he  thinks  he  wiU  be  able,  with  the 
blessing  of  God,  to  perform  liis  duty. 

Tuesday^  9. — Spent  the  day  in  studying  the  Hebrew 
language.  Fine  weather  and  sleighing.  Evening  at  home. 

Wednesday  J 10, — ^At  ten  o'clock,  met  at  the  school  room 
to  read  Hebrew. 
Afternoon,  read  in  the  upper  room  of  the  printing  office. 
At  four  o'clo<&,  called  at  the  school  room  in  the  Temple 
to  make  some  arraiigi  ments  concerning  the  classes.  On 
my  return,  I  was  informed  that  Brother  Hyrum  Smith 
had  cut  himself.  I  immediately  repaired  to  ^^.^^^^  ii,m\ih 
his  house,  and  found  him  badly  wounded  in  Meeuwithan 
his  left  arm,  he  had  fallen  on  his  ax,  which  ^ 
caused  a  wound  about  four  or  five  inches  in  length. 
Doctor  Williams  sewed  it  up  and  dressed  it,  and  I  feel 
to  thank  God  that  it  is  no  worse,  and  I  ask  my  Heavenly 
Father  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Ghrist  to  heal  my  brother 
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Hyraniy  and  bless  my  fMher's  family,  one  and  ail,  with 
peace  and  plenty,  and  eternal  life. 
Tkwrsdayj  11*  Attended  school,  and  read  Hebrew  with 

the  morning  class. 

Spent  tlie  afterucoii  in  reading,  and  in  exhibiting  the 
Egyptian  records  to  those  who  called  to  see  me,  and 
heaven's  blessings  have  attended  me. 

Friday  J  12.  Spent  the  day  in  reading  Hebrew,  and  at- 
tending to^the  duties  of  my  family,  and  the  duties  of  the 
Ghorch. 

I  met  in  company  with  the  several  qnomms  in  the 

school  room  in  the  temple,  at  evening,  to 

Remarks  of  i         .         i  i 

the  Prophet      take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  onliua- 

on  Those  Un-      ,■  r  i  i  \  ■ 

woribvof  ihe  tion.  1  made  some  remarks  upon  the  suf»j»M  t 
of  our  meeting,  whieh  were  as  follows:  Aiany 
are  desiring  to  be  ordained  to  the  ministry,  who  are  not 
called,  consequently  the  Lord  is  displeased.  Secondly, 
many  already  have  been  ordained,  who  ou^t  not  to  h<^d 
official  stations  in  the  Church,  because  they  dishonor 
themselves  and  the  Church,  and  bring  persecution  swiftly 
upon  us,  in  consequence  of  their  zeal  without  knowledge. 
I  requested  the  quorums  to  take  some  measures  to  regulate 
the  same.  I  proposed  some  l  esolutions,  and  remarked  to 
the  brethren  that  the  subject  was  now  before  them,  and 
open  for  discussion. 

The  subject  was  discussed  by  Presidents  Sidn^  Bigdon 
and  Oliver  Gowdery,  and  Elder  Martin  Harris,  andothttrSt 
and  resolutions  were  d rutted  by  my  scribe  (who  served 
as  clerk  on  the  occasion),  read,  and  rejected.  It  was 
then  proi>osed  that  1  should  indite  resolutions,  which  I 
did  as  follows: 

Tkt  PmphetU  Jkaji  of  BemitMHom* 

First.  Resolved — That  no  one  be  ordained  to  any  oiflloe  in  tAi» 

Church  in  this  stake  of  Zion,  at  Kirtland,  without  the  unanimous  voiee 
of  the  several  bodios  that  constitute  this  quorum,  who  are  appointed  to 
do  Church  l)iisiness  in  the  name  of  said  Church,  viz.,  the  Presidency 
of  the  Church}  tb«  Twelve  Apostles  of  the  Lamb;  the  twelve  Higlk 
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Councilors  of  Kirtland;  the  twelve  Hif?h  Councilors  of  Zion;  the  Bishop 
of  Kirtland  and  his  counselors;  the  Bishop  of  Ziou  and  his  counselorsJ 
and  the  seven  presidents  of  Seventies ;  until  otherwise  ordered  by  said 
quomms. 

Second.  And  further  Resolved — That  no  one  be  ordained  in  the 
branches  of  said  Chureh  abroad,  nnldss  they  are  reoommended  by  the 
▼oiee  of  Um  Nspeethre  btaoehei  of  the  Chiurali  to  whieh  they  belong, 
to  a  genml  eonferenoe  appointed  by  the  heads  of  the  Chnrsh,  and 
from  that  oonftoanee.reoeiTe  their  ordmatioii.  The  foresoiiv  nsolo- 
tions  were  eonenired  in  by  the  prendenta  of  the  Berentiea. 

Saturday,  13. — Spent  the  day  in  reading  Hebrew. 

At  noon  I  prepared  a  horse  and  sleigh  for  Professor 
Seixas  to  go  to  Hudson  and  see  his  family. 

Action  of  the  Twelve  ott  the  Resolutions  Governing  Ordinations. 

Atone  o'clock  p.  m.  the  oouneilof  the  Twelve  Apoatlea  met  in  the 
hoaae  of  the  Lord,  and  alter  pnyer  and  eonsultation  upon  the  nature 

and  expediency  of  the  preeedins  resolutions  offered  in  conncil  on  the 
12th  instant,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  second  resolution,  (perfectly  acquiescinj?  in  the  first)  viz.: 
That  none  be  ordained  to  any  office  in  the  branches  to  which  they  be- 
long; but  to  be  recommended  to  a  general  conference  appointed  by 
those,  or  under  the  direction  of  those,  who  are  designated  in  the  book 
of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  as  having  authority  to  ordain  and  set  in 
order  all  the  officers  of  the  Church  abroad,  and  from  that  conference 
receive  their  ordination. 

Thomas  6.  Marsh, 

Chairman, 

Obson  Htdi, 
Wm.  E.  M'LiLLDr, 

Clerks. 


Brnidmy,  Attended  to  the  ordinance  of  baptism  be- 
fore meeting. 

At  the  usual  hour  attended  meeting.  The  presidents  of 
the  Seventy  expressed  their  feelings  on  the  occasion,  and 
their  faith  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the       „  .^^  ^ 

,    .  .  /.I  •       11     The  Faith  and 

reivelationBy  also  their  entire  conndence  m  all   confidence  of 

the  qaonmiB  that  are  organized  in  the  Church 

of  Latter-day  Saints.  A  good  time— the  Spirit  of  Qod 
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rested  npon  the  congregatioii.  Administered  the  Sacra- 
ment, and  oonfirmed  a  number  that  had  been  baptoed, 
and  tiien  dieaniaaed  the  meeting. 

Monday,  15. — ^Attended  school  at  the  nsoal  hoars. 

Spent  the  afternoon  in  reading  Hebrew  and  in  reoehingr 
and  waiting  on  visitors.     On  tliis  day  we  commenced 
translating  the  Hebrew  language,  under  the 
gebtiMiy  of     instruction  of  Professor  Seixas,  and  he  stated 
that  we  were  the  most  forward  of  any  olass 
he  ever  instmeted  for  the  same  length  of  time. 

Tuesday 1 16. — ^Attended  school  at  the  nsoal  honr.  Be- 
somed oor  translating,  and  made  rapid  progress.  Many 
called  to  see  the  House  of  the  Lord,  and  the  Egyptian 
manuscript,  and  to  visit  me.  Extremely  cold  weather, 
and  fine  sleighing. 

Wednesday  J  17. — Attended  the  school  and  read  and 
translated  with  my  class  as  usual.  My  soul  delights  in 
reading  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  the  originalt  and  I  am 
determined  to  porsoe  the  stody  of  the  langoages,  nntil  I 
shall  become  master  of  them,  if  I  am  permitted  to  live 
long  enoogh.  At  any  rate,  so  long  as  I  do  live,  I  am  de- 
tei'mined  to  make  this  my  object;  and  with  the  blessing 
of  God,  1  shall  succeed  to  my  satisfaction. 

Elder  Coe  called  to  make  some  arrangements  about  the 
Egyptian  mummies  and  records.  He  proposes  to  hire  a 
room  at  John  Johnson's  Inn,  and  exhibit  tiiem  there  from 
day  to  day,  at  certain  hoors,  that  some  benefit  may  be  de- 
rived from  them.  I  complied  with  his  reqnest,  and  only 
observed  that  they  must  be  managed  with  prudence  and 
care,  especially  the  manuscripts. 

Action  of  the  Kirtland  Ilifjh  Council  on  the  BcsoltUiom  •« 

Ordinations, 

The  High  Covmeil  of  Kirtland  met  in  the  House  of  the  Lord  at  six 
o'clock  p,  m.  to  discuss  the  subject  of  ordination,  as  laid  before  the 
Council  oil  the  12th  instant;  and  also  the  proposed  amendment  ot  the 
Twelve  Apostles  of  the  13th.    After  discussing  the  resolutions  drmwn 
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hy  President  Smith,  it  was  voted  unanimously  that  they  should  remain 
entire,  and  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  be  re- 
jeeted. 

JooFH  C.  KniosBunr,  Clsik. 


Thursday,  18, — Spent  the  day  as  usual  in  attending  to 
my  family  concerns,  receiving  and  waiting  upon  those  who 
called  for  instructions,  and  attending  to  my  studies. 


AtltSim  «/  ih»  High  OomneU  of  Ziom  m  th€  SuaiMkm  on  (Mimatiioma, 

The  CoiiBoil  of  Zioii  mot  In  the  upper  room  of  the  printin^r 

office  at  seven  o*elook  p.  m.  to  discuss  the  subject  of  ordination^  as  laid 
before  them  in  the  council  of  the  12th  instant,  and  also  the  amendment 
of  the  Twelve  Apostles.  After  discussing  the  resolutions  drawn  up  by 
the  President,  it  was  voted  unanimously  that  they  should  remain,  and 
that  we  perfectly  aoquiesee  in  said  resolutions  without  any  alteration 
or  amendment 

EiiiAS  HiOBEK,  Clerk. 


Friday,  19, — Attended  with  the  morning  class  and 
translated.  Professor  Seixas  handed  me  the  names  of  a 
few  whom  he  had  selected  from  the  first  class,   ^  ^  

'     The  Prophtl's 

and  requested  ns  to  meet  together  this  after-  p^^^*^^'^ 

noon  and  leotnre,  which  we  did«  in  the  upper 

room  of  the  printing  office.    The  names  are  as  follows: 

Presidents  Sidney  Rigdon,  Oliver  Cowdery,  William  W. 
Phelps,  Bishop  F]dward  Partridge,  Elders  William  E. 
M'Lellin,  Orson  Hyde,  Orson  Pratt,  Sylvester  Smith,  my- 
self, and  scribe.  These,  and  Prof.  Seixas,  to  meet  one  hour 
earlier  on  the  following  morning. 

I  conversed  with  Mr.  Seixas  on  the  subject  of  religion, 
at  my  house  this  afternoon.  He  listened  with  attention, 
and  appeared  interested  with  my  remarks.  And  I  believe 
the  Lord  is  striving  with  him,  by  His  Holy  Spirit,  and 
that  he  will  eventually  embrace  the  new  and  everlasting 
covenant,  for  he  is  a  chosen  vessel  unto  the  Lord  to  do 
His  people  good;  but  I  forbear  lest  I  get  to  prophesying 
upon  his  head. 
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This  eveninj?  President  Rigdon  and  myself  called  at 
Mr.  Seixas'  lodgings  and  conversed  with  him  upon  the 
subject  of  the  school .    Had  a  pleasant  interview. 

Saiwrday^  20, — ^At  home  attending  to  my  domestic  eon- 
eems. 

At  nine  o'clock  attended  the  school,  and  translated  with 
the  morning  class. 

Spent  the  afternoon  with  my  class  in  the  printing  office 
and  the  evening  at  home. 

Sunday^  21. — Spent  the  day  at  home  in  reading,  medi- 
tation and  prayer.  1  reviewed  my  lesson  in  Hebrew, 
•nu  «    ^      Some  three  or  four  persons  were  baptised, 

The  varied  -i     -.  i  « 

A.  tivitips  of    and  the  powers  of  darkness  seem  to  be  giv- 

the  Prophet.       .  n  t_     i_  i_ 

ing  way  on  all  sides.  Many  who  have  been 
enemies  to  the  work  of  the  Lord,  are  beginning  to  en- 
quire into  the  faith  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  and  ai*e 
friendly. 

Monday^  22. — Translated  Hebrew  with  the  first  class  in 
the  morning.  Eeturued  home  and  made  out  my  returns, 
to  the  county  clerk  on  eleven  marriages  which  I  had 
solemnized  within  three  months^eight  by  license  from 
the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  Geauga  County, 
Ohio,  and  three  by  publishment.  Sent  them  to  Chardon 
by  Elijah  Fuller.    I  baptized  John  O-  Waterman. 

Spent  the  afternoon  translatmg  with  my  scribe,  Elder 
Warren  Parrish,  at  his  house. 

At  four  o'clock  met  Professor  Seixas  aud  the  school 
committee  at  the  printing  office,  to  make  some  arrange- 
ments for  the  advancement  of  the  several  classes. 


Action  oj  the  First  Presidency  on  the  Resolutions  on  Ordinations. 

The  PlmddeDoy  of  the  Chureh  met  and  took  in  oomideration  the 
reaolatioDe  presented  to  the  Twelve  Apoetles,  (dated  Feb.  12th),  the 
presidenti  of  Seventiee,  the  High  Conneils  of  the  Chnieh  for  Zion  and 
Kirtland.  After  due  deliberation  it  was  unanimonsly  agreed  that  the 
original  resohitions  be  adopted  withont  amendments. 

Olivsb  Cowdbbt,  Clerk  of  Conneil. 
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The  lower  room  of  the  Temple  is  now  prepared  for 
paintin^^.  Elder  Brigham  Young  was  obliged  to  leave  the 
Hebrew  class  and  superintend  the  paintmg  of  the  lower 
room  until  finished.* 

This  afternoon  the  sisters  met  to  make  the  veil  of  the 
Temple.  Father  Smith  presided  over  them,  and  gave 
them  rnneh  good  instruction.  Closed  by  singin^i:  and 
prayer,  which  is  customary  at  the  commencement  and 
close  of  all  councils  and  meetin^rs  of  the  Church  of  Lat- 
ter-day baints,  although  not  always  mentioned  in  this 
record. 

Tuesdoffi  93. — Kead  and  translated  Hebrew. 
This  afternoon  the  sisters  met  again  at  the  Temple  to 
work  on  the  veil.t 

Towards  the  close  of  the  day  I  met  with  the  Presidency 
and  many  of  the  brethren  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and 
made  some  remarks  from  the  pulpit  upon  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  Church  of  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
and  pronounced  a  blessing  upon  the  sisters,  for  their  lib- 
erality in  giving  their  services  so  cheerfully,  to  make  the 
▼eU  for  the  Lord's  House;  also  upon  the  congregation; 
and  dismissed. 

Wednesday^  24, — Attended  to  my  studies  as  usual. 

In  the  eveninii:,  met  the  (juorums  at  the  school  room  in 
the  Temple  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  or  im- 

•  F.Wlor  Ftrfehnm  Youn>r,  it  shotihl  be  renu-nibered,  in  the  town  of  Aurclius,  Cay- 
uga County,  New  Vurit,  had  for  twelve  years  followed  the  occupation  of  carpenter, 
joiBM',  paiBter  nad  glutor.  (Sm  Ltfe  of  Brigham  Toang,  TallMfo,  p.  77).  Heno* 
this  appoialmeiit  to  miporvlM  tho  work  moDtloiiod. 

t  "The  Temple  «m  ao  conNtructed  that  with  white  canvas  curtains  that  could  be 
droppod  and  ralaad  «t  pleMnvo,  tho  lowor  atoiy  was,  whenoTor  oeoaaion  feqnlrad, 
divided  into  four  sections  or  compartments.  •  •  •  •  fij^  two  seta 
of  pulpits,  one  on  the  east  and  the  other  to  tlie  west  end  of  the  tiuildingr  were  hi* 
tersected  by  the  curtains  extisnding  from  east  to  west,  mo  uh  to  leave  half  tbalr 
langtha  fai  aaeh  apartmantf  and  thaj  wwe  oeenpiad  by  the  piesiding  olBeara  who 
direeted  tho  aorrleaa.    ttna  four  separate  meetings  eooM  be  fat  session  at  tiio 

SARie  time  without  in  the  least  intprferinp  with  each  other,  criving  opporttinity  for 
four  to  exercise  instead  of  one." — (EMzh  K.  Snow,  Autobiography  and  Family  Ree- 
ord  of  Lorenso  Snow,  p.  12).  It  was  upon  these  canvas  curtains  or  "veils"  that 
the  sisters  ware  at  w««fc  aa  staled  la  the  teact 
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propriety  of  ordaizung  a  large  nmnber  of  individnalB  who 

mu  o  .         yfish  to  be  ordained  to  oflBcial  stations  in  the 

The  Selection  _     .  . 

ojMeuforthe  Church.  Each  mdividuaPs  name  was  pre- 
sented  and  the  voice  of  the  assembly  called; 
and  William  Wightman,  Charles  Wightman,  David  Cluff, 
Truman  Jackaoiiy  Beuben  Barton,  Daniel  MileSi  and 
Moses  Daily,  weie  received,  and  nineteen  were  rejected. 
Their  ordinations  deferred  until  another  time.  PteaidentB 
Orson  Hyde,  Oliver  Cowdery,  and  Sylvester  Smith,  were 
nominated  to  draft  rules  and  regulations  concerning 
licenses,  and  by  vote  of  the  assembly  passed  unani- 
mously. 

Thomas  Burdick  was  chosen  by  nomination  to  officiate 
as  clerk,  to  record  licenses,  and  is  to  receive  pay  for  his 
services.  Al6o  voted  that  the  Twelve  and  Seventy  see 
that  the  calls  for  preaching  in  the  region  round  aboat 
Ehrtland  be  attended  to,  and  filled  by  judicious  Elders  of 
this  Church. 

Thursday^  — Attended  to  my  studies  as  usual,  and 
made  some  advancement. 

In  the  afternoon  I  was  called  upon  by  Elder  Kigdon  to 
go  and  see  his  wife,  who  was  very  sick.  I  did  so  in  com- 
pany with  my  scribe.  We  prayed  for  her,  and  anointed 
her  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  she  began  to  recover 
from  that  very  hour.  Betomed  home  and  spent  the  even- 
ing  there. 

Friday^  26, — Eead  Hebrew  with  the  first  class  in  the 

morniD*::. 

Spent  the  afternoon  iu  the  printing  office.  Settled  some 
misunderstanding  between  Brother  William  Smith  and 
Professor  Seizas. 

Saturday  f  ^7.~Cold,  and  fine  sleighing.  I  prepared  my 
horse  and  sleigh  for  Mr.  Seizas  to  ride  to  HndKHi  and 
visit  his  family,  to  return  on  Monday  next.  Attended 
with  my  class  at  the  printing  office,  both  m  the  forenoon 
and  afternoon,  lectured  and  also  translated  Hebrew. 

Sunday f  ^^.—This  morning  two  gentlemen,  late  from 
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Scotland,  called  to  see  me,  to  make  inquiries  about 
the  work  of  the  Lord  in  these  last  days.  « 
They  treated  me  with  respect,  and  the  m-  j^''^^^'' 
terview  was  pleasing  to  me,   and    I  pre- 
sume iiitorestiiig  to  them.   They  attended  our  ni<M'ting 
with   iiu\   and     expressed    satisfaetiou   at   what  tliey 
heard.     They  spoke  of  Irving*,  the  religious  reformer, 
and  his  prophecies.   Aft**!-  Tueeting  1  retm*ned  home  and 
spent  the  after  part  of  the  day  and  evening  in  reading 
and  translating  the  Hebrew. 

Monday,  29. — Spent  the  day  in  studying  as  usual.  A 
ijian  called  to  see  the  House  of  the  Lonl,  in  company 
with  anotliei"  ycntleinan.  On  entering  the  ^. 
door  tliev  were  politely  invited,  by  the  gciith*-  ueaH  of  Eider 
man  who  had  charge  of  the  housr,  to  take  off 
their  hats.  One  of  them  coraphed  w  ith  the  request  un- 
hesitatingly, while  the  other  observed  that  he  would  not 
take  off  his  hat  nor  bow  to  *^Jo  Smith,"  but  that  he  had 
made  **Jo"  bow  to  him  at  a  certain  time.  He  was  imme- 
diately informed  by  Elder  Morey,  the  keeper  of  the  house, 
that  his  first  business  was  to  leave,  for  when  a  man  insulted 
Joseph  Smith  he,  brother  Morey,  was  himself  insulted. 
The  man  manifested  much  anger,  but  left  the  house.  JTor 
this  independence  and  resolution  of  Elder  Morey,  I  re- 
spect him,  and  for  the  love  he  manifested  towards  me; 
and  may  Israel's  God  bless  him,  and  give  him  an  as- 
cendency over  all  his  enemies. 

This  afternoon  Professor  Seixas  returned  fi-om  Hudson 
and  brought  a  few  m(»rc  Hebrew  Bil)les  and  onegrammar  of 
his  second  editi(>n.  Weather  w^arm  and  sleighing  failing  fast. 

Tuesday y  March  /,  issa, — Attended  school  in  the  fore- 
noon. 

In  the  afternoon,  at  the  printing  office,  and  read  and 
translated  with  my  class  until  four  o'clock.  Returned 
home  and  attended  to  my  domestic  concerns.   We  have 

•  This  Is  Mr.  Edward  Irving,  the  Seoteh  olergjnnan  who  fomided  the  Met  of  tho 
liTingite«.   Se«  pp.  233-4  this  Tolane. 

Vol  II  see 
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as  yet  fine  sleighing,  which  is  uncommon  in  this  country 
at  this  season  of  the  year. 

JVednesdai/,  2, — Pursned  my  studies  as  nsnal. 

At  Beveu  o'clock  in  the  evenin^r  the  first  flass  met, 
ap-eeuhlo  to  the  request  of  ^Ir.  Seixas,  at  Elder  Orsou 
Uyde'h,  to  s]>eud  cue  hour  in  translating,  lieturned  at 
eight  oVlock. 

Thursday^  .v.— Attended  to  my  studies  in  the  Hebrew 
Mi^under-      s^hool.    Somo  misunderstanding  took  pkce 
siieof  BiWeH'^   betwecu  Professor  Seizas  and  some  of  his 
scholars  respecting  the  sale  of  Bibles.  His 

feelings  were  much  hurt,  apparently.  He  made  some  re- 
marks coneerniii^r  it  to  eaeh  class.  At  noon  he  called  on 
the  school  eoinmittec,  his  feelings  nmch  depressed.  Wc 
gave  hlni  all  the  satisfaction  we  could  in  righteousness, 
and  his  feelings  were  measurably  allayed. 

This  evening  the  several  quorums  met  agreeable  to  ad- 
journment, and  were  organized  according  to  their  official 
standing  in  the  Church.  I  then  arose  and  made  some  re- 
marks on  tlie  object  of  our  meeting,  as  follows: 

First — To  receive  or  reject  certain  n^sohitions  that  were 
<lrafted  by  a  committee  cliosen  for  tliat  ])in  i)use,  at  a  pre- 
ccdiug  moetiug,  respecting  liconses  for  Elders  and  other 
official  members. 

Second — To  sanction,  by  the  united  voice  of  the  quo- 
rums, certain  resolutions  respecting  ordaining  members 
that  have  passed  through  each  quorum  separately,  with- 
out any  alteration  or  amendment,  excepting  in  the  quorum 
of  the  Twelve. 

After  siugino:  and  })rayer,  Piesideiit  Oliver  Cowdery, 
«u  ,  .  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the 

Final  Action 

onKesoiu-      i>4tli  ultimo,  to  draft  resolutions  respectmg 

Moth  on  Ordi-  -         ,  •      u  u  * 

nati.  ns  and  liceusos,  aroso  and  made  report  m  behalf  of 
Licenses.  committcc,  which  was  read  three  times  by 

the  chairman.    The  third  time  he  read  the  resolutions  he 

i^ave  tirne  and  opportunity,  alter  readin*?  each  article,  for 
objections  to  be  made,  if  any  there  were.    No  objections 
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vv^oro  raised,  or  alterations  made,  but  an  aiMition  was 
made  to  the  sixth  article  exteudiiig  the  powers  of  the 
eH airman  and  clerk  pro  tem^  to  fiiirn  licenses,  etc. 

1  then  observed  that  these  resolutions  mnst  needs  pass 
tttrongh  each  quorum  separately,  beginning  at  the  presi- 
<leiicy  of  each  quorum,  and  consequently  it  must  first  be 
1:lirown  into  the  hands  of  the  president  of  the  Deacons  and 
his  council,  as  equal  rights  and  privileges  is  my  motto; 
itnd  one  nuni  is  as  ^^(hh\  as  another,  it'  he  behaves  as  well; 
H.iid  that  all  men  should  be  esteemed  alike,  without  regard 
to  dLsti notions  of  an  othcial  nature.   The  resolutions  were 
passed  by  the  president  of  the  Deacons  and  his  council  by 
niianimons  voice. 

It  was  then  presented  before  the  presidents  of  the  sev- 
eral quorums  and  their  counselors  in  the  following  order, 
iLud  in  the  same  numner  as  before,  viz:  the  Teachers, 
Priests,  Bishop  of  Kirtland,  Bishoj)  of  Zion,  Elders,  High 
Priests,  Seventy,  High  Council  of  Ziou,  High  Council  of 
Kirtland,  the  Twelve,  and,  lastly,  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  Presidency  of  the  Church,  and  all  the  quorums, 
and  received  their  unanimous  sanction.  The  resolutions 
are  as  follows: 

Resolutions  on  ( /rduntl ions  uti'l  Licenses. 

Whereat*,  tlie  it  (  (jnls  op  the  several  conft  rfnc'  s  lield  by  tht-  Elders  of 
the  Church,  and  the  ordiualioii  of  many  of  the  official  members  of  the 
Mamo,  in  many  cases,  liave  been  i?nperfectly  kept  since  itsor^'anization, 
to  avoid  ever  after  any  inconvenience,  tblliculty  or  injurj',  in  couse- 
4juence  of  such  neglect,  your  committee  recommend: 

First — That  all  licenses  hereafter  firranted  by  these  aathorities  assem- 
bled  as  a  quorum,  or  by  general  conference  held  for  th9  purpose  of 
tnuinetinic  the  bnsuiMs  of  the  Churoh,  be  recorded  at  fall  length  by 
a  clerk  appointed  for  that  purpose,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  in  thu 
branch  of  the  Chnreb,  nntil  it  shall  be  thonght  advieable  by  the  beade 
of  the  Chnzeb  to  order  other  books  and  appoint  other  elerks,  to  reoord 
licenses  as  above;  and  that  said  reeording  clerk  be  required  to  indoise 
a  certificate  nnder  his  own  band  and  signature,  on  the  back  of  said 
lleenses,  specifying  the  time  when,  and  place  where,  such  license  was 
roeorded,  and  also  a  reference  to  the  letter  and  page  of  the  book  eon 
taiaing  the  same. 
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Seocmd — That  this  quorum  appoiat  two  penoDt  to  sign  lioenws  eriTea 
M  aforesAid,  one  at  ebairmaii,  and  tba  othir  as  derk  of  eonferane*; 
and  that  it  shall  bo  tho  daty  of  said  persons  appointed  to  sign  liMBsee 
as  olerk  of  eonferenee  immediately  hereafter,  to  deliver  the  wamm  int» 
hands  of  the  reeording  elerk. 

Third— That  all  general  eonferenees  abroad  give  eaeh  individnal 
whom  they  ordain,  a  eertifieate,  signed  by  the  eh^rman  and  elerk  of 
said  eonforenee*  stating  the  time  and  plaoe  of  sneh  eonferenee*  and  the 
oiBee  to  which  the  iodividnal  has  been  ordained;  and  that  when  soeh 
certificate  has  been  forwarded  to  the  person  hereafter  authorized  to 
si^n  licenses  n«  clerk  of  conference,  such  person  shall,  together  with 
chairman  of  conference,  immediately  sign  a  license;  and  said  clerk  of 
conference  shall,  after  the  same  has  been  recorded,  forwaid  to  the 
proper  person. 

Fourth — Tliat  all  otiieial  members  in  pood  standing  and  fellowvhip  m 
the  vari«)ijs  l)raiRii"s  of  this  Church,  be  re<iuested  to  forward  their 
present  licenses,  Hccompaiiicd  by  a  certilicate  of  their  virtuous  jirnl 
faithful  walk  before  the  Lord,  signed  by  the  chairman  and  elerk  of  a 
peneral  conference,  or  by  the  clerk  of  a  branch  of  the  Church  in  which 
such  ollicial  member  resides,  by  the  advice  and  direction  of  .such  Church, 
to  the  clerk  of  conference,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  Hll  a  new  license, 
as  directed  in  the  third  article;  and  that  all  licenses,  signed,  recorded, 
and  endorsed,  as  specified  in  the  first  article,  shall  be  considered  good, 
and  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  the  business  and  spiritnal  af- 
fairs of  this  Church,  as  a  religions  society,  or  before  any  oourt  of  ree- 
ord  of  this  or  any  other  country,  wherein  preachers  of  the  Qospol  are 
entitled  to  special  privileges,  answering  in  all  respects  as  an  original 
record,  without  the  necessity  of  referring  to  any  other  doenment. 

Fifth— That  the  reeordiog  clerk  be  required  to  publish  quait«r|y,  in 
a  paper  published  by  some  member  or  members  of  this  Church,  a  list 
of  the  names  of  the  several  persons  for  whom  he  has  iveorded  lioeneea 
within  the  last  quarter  of  a  year. 

Sixth — That  this  quorum  apppotnt  two  persons  to  sign  licenses  as 
chairman  and  elerk  of  eonferenee  pro  tem^  for  the  standing  chairman 
and  cU>rk,  who  shall  be  appointed  as  named  in  the  second  article,  and 
also  to  act  in  their  absence,  in  signing  other  licenses,  as  specified  in  the 
foregoing  article. 

Presidents  Joseph  Smith,  .lun.,  was  nominated  as  chairmaii,  Freder 
ick  O.  Williams,  as  cU'rk,  and  Sidney  Kigdon  a^^  cfiairiiiaii  i>rii  tern,  and 
Olivi  r  Cowdcry  as  clerk  pro  dm.   \'<tte  from  the  several  quorums  called, 
in  their  onler,  and  passed  unaniinously. 

President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  made  some  remarks  uptm  the  resolu- 
tion oflFered  to  the  Council  on  the  12th  of  February.   Followed  by  Presi- 
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dent  Thomas  B.  Marsh,  who  called  a  vote  of  hisquorun)  to  ascertain 
whether  they  would  repeal  their  amendnieut  of  the  l  "5!h  of  F'ehniary. 
And  nine  of  the  Twtlve  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  thrte,  viz.,  John 
F.  Boyntou,  Lyman  K.  Johnson,  and  Orson  Pratt,  in  the  nef^ative. 
And  the  orifjinal  resohifion  of  the  12th  of  February  was  passed. 
Dismissed  by  prayer,  halt-past  nine  o'eloek. 

Oliver  Cowdeby,  Clerk. 

FtH/dt/,  /. — Att<Mi<lo(l  school  as  usual.  The  sleigliiu^ 
is  failiiif?  fust,  thu  icy  chains  of  winter  soeiu  to  be  giving 
way  under  the  influence  of  the  re  turning  sun,  and  spring 
will  soon  open  to  us  with  all  its  charms. 

Saturday,  5. — ^Attended  school.   In  the  afternoon  the 
board  kiln  took  fire,  and  the  lumber  was  princi- 
paWy  consumed.   To  the  best  of  my  recollec-  nta^Mvin 
tion  this  is  the  tifth  or  sixtli  time  it  has  buiued 
this  \vint<'r. 

Sunday,  6". — Speut  the  day  at  home  iu  the  enjoymont 
of  tin*  society  of  my  family,  around  the  social  iireside. 

Monday,  7. — ^Spent  the  day  in  attending  to  my  studies. 

At  evening,  met  with  my  class  at  Professor  Seixas' 
room  and  translated  the  17th  chapter  of  Genesis. 

After  the  class  was  dismissed  I  was  requested  to  tarry, 
with  the  rest  of  the  coinniill<M%  to  make  som«'  arrange- 
ments about  i)aying  Mr.  Scixas  for  his  instruction,  and  to 
engage  him  for  another  (juarter.  We  did  not  arrive  at 
anything  definite  upon  the  point.  However,  Mr.  Seixas 
has  agreed  to  teach  us  three  weeks  longer,  and  perhaps  a 
quarter,  after  having  a  vacation  of  two  weeks,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  present  course. 

Tuesdiitj,  S. — Attended  school  and  translated  most  of 
the  22nd  chapter  of  Genesis.  After  my  class  was  dis- 
missed, letired  to  tlie  piinting  ofiiee  and  transhited  ten 
versos  of  the  3rd  of  Exodus,  which,  with  the  first  and 
second  Psalms,  are  our  next  lesson. 

Wednesday,  P.— Attended  school  as  usual. 

Thursday,  to. — ^Attended  school  in  the  morning. 

Afternoon,  read  Hebrew  in  the  ofSce. 
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At  evening  went  down  to  the  Professor's  room,  to  be 
instructed  by  him  in  tli«'  hxngaage.  Ou  account  of  the 
storm  the  chiss  did  not  meet. 

Friday^  11, — ^let  with  the  mornin*]:  class  at  nine  o'clock. 
Farther  Ar-  '  "^eut  1  nto  the  office  aud  made  a  division 

Hebrew  cias?  class  foF  privato  stadies,  for  our  bet- 

es! *^  ter  accommodation  and  advancement  in  the 

laiijxiiajxe  we  are  studying. 

Presidents  Kig<lon,  Phelps,  Jind  Cowdery,  met  at  th»» 
printing  othee;  Kldei-s  Orson  Pratt,  Sylvester  Smith,  aud 
Bishoj)  Partridge,  at  LnkeS.  Johnson's;  Elders  M'Leliin, 
Orson  Hyde,  aud  Warreu  Parrish,  on  tha  Flats. 

This  evening  our  class  met  at  Mr.  Seixas'  room  and 
spent  an  hour  in  our  studies.  Glass  dismissed  and  retired, 
except  the  school  conunittee,  who  tarried  and  made  some 
arrangements  with  Mr.  Seixas  about  continuing  longer 
with  us  and  bringing  his  family  to  this  place.  This  has 
been  a  verv  storm v  day,  and  the  snow  is  still  falling  fast, 
and  the  prospect  is  tair  for  another  run  of  sleighing, 
which  is  uncommon  for  tliis  country  at  this  season  of  the 
year. 

Saturday,  12. — Engaged  a  team  to  go  to  Hudson  after 
The  Prophet  s  Scixas'  family  and  goods,  also  a  hone 
BeiierUonon    and  Carriage  for  himself  and  wife.  Oold 

Intenperuiee  ,    .        ....  .  •  /• 

wmitlier  and  line  sleighing.    1  was  informed 

today  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Clark,  who  was  under 

the  influence  of  ardent  spirits  fjoze  to  death  last  night, 

near  this  place.    How  long,  O  Lord,  will  this  monster 

intemperance  find  its  victims  on  the  earth!    1  fear  until 

the  earth  is  swept  with  the  wrath  and  indignation  of  God, 

and  Christ's  kingdom  becomes  universal.   O,  Come,  Lord 

Jesns,  and  cut  short  Thy  work  in  righteonsness. 

Elder  Solomon  JJancock  received  a  letter  from  Missouri 

))earing  the  painful  intelligence  of  the  death  of  his  wife. 

May  the  Lord  bless  him  aud  comfort  him  in  this  hour  of 

aiiliction. 

Sunday,  13, — Met  with  the  Presidency  and  some  of 
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the  Twelve,  and  counseled  with  them  upon  the  subject  of 
removing  to  Zion  this  spring.   We  conversed  j^^^^^,^, 
freely  upon  the  importance  of  her  redemption,   the  Prosideu- 
and  the  necessity  of  the  Presidency  removing  2  JioLioSl^* 

to  that  place,  that  their  iiilhience  might  be  ••"P'^* 
more  ellectually  used  in  gathering  the  {Saints  to  that 
country;  and  we  finally  resolved  to  emigrate  on  or  be- 
fore the  15th  of  May  next,  if  kind  Providence  smiles  upon 
lis  and  opens  the  way  before  us. 

Monday,  14, — ^Attended  school  as  usual.  Professor 
Seizas  returned  from  Hudson  with  his  family. 

Tuesday^  15, — At  school  in  the  forenoon. 

In  the  afternoon  met  in  the  printing  ollice.  Keceived 
an<l  waited  upon  those  who  called  to  see  me,  and  attended 
to  mv  domestic  concerns. 

In  the  evening  met  in  the  printing  office  and  listened  to 
a  lecture  on  grammar. 

Wednesday,  16. — ^Pursued  my  studies  in  the  Hebrew 
language* 

In  the  evening  met  the  choir  of  singers  in  the  Temple. 
They  performetl  admiral  dy  considering  the    The  Temple 
opportunities  they  have  had.  OhiAt. 

Thursday,  17, — At  school  in  the  morning;  in  the  after- 
noon in  the  office. 

In  the  evening  met  with  the  quorum  in  the  west  school 
room  of  the  Lord's  House  to  receive  or  reject  certain  in- 
dividuals whose  names  were  submitted  for  ordination, 
Brastus  B.  Whitman,  Osmon  M.  Duel,  Chapman  Duncan. 
Joshua  Bosley,  and  llenian  Ilyde,  were  received,  and 
four  were  n  jected  by  the  nnited  voiee  of  the  as.senibly. 

Friday^  J>:. — Attende<l  school  with  the  morning  class. 

At  ten  o'clock  went  to  the  school  house  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  8usan  Johnson,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  Johnson. 

was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Latter-   Death  of  ssu- 
day  Saints,  and  remained  strong  in  the  faith  Joiuii«ii. 
until  her  spirit  took  its  departure  from  time  into  eternity. 
May  God  bless  and  comfort  her  aiUictcd  parents,  family, 
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connectioDS  and  friends.  President  Kigdon  delivered  a 
fine  discourse  on  the  occasion,  and  mnch  solemnity  pre- 
vailed. 

Saturdafi,  19. — Rt'ad  Hebrew  with  the  morning  class. 
Spent  the  day  in  attrnding  to  my  doiuestie  coueenis  and 
the  affairs  of  the  Church. 

Withdrawal  of  Objections  to  the  Hesolutions  on  (trdinationM. 

Elders  Orson  Pratt,  John  F.  B(tynton,  nnd  Lyman  E.  Johnaon,  met 
tho  Presidency  of  the  Church  nud  verbally  withdrew  all  ohjortiona  to 
the  first  resolution  presented  to  tho  quorums  by  the  Preaideney,  on 
the  12th  of  February,  for  the  regulation  of  ordinations. 

Oliver  Cowi.krv, 

Clerk  of  Couferenee. 

SioiddQ,  W. — AtteniU'd  tlic  house  of  worshij).  The 
quorum  of  ilijrh  Prifsts  delivered  short  acUiresses  to  the 
congref::ation,  in  a  very  feeling  and  impressive  manner. 
One  individual  was  baptized  durinp^  intermission. 

In  the  afternoon  administered  the  Lord's  Supper,  as 
we  are  wont  to  do  on  every  Sabbath,  and  the  Lord  blessed 
our  souls  with  the  outpouring  of  His  Spirit,  and  we  were 
made  to  rejoice  in  His  <roodness. 

Monday^  21. — At  sdiool  in  the  mornin^r-  After  school 
Ei(i.>r9  Obtain  ^vcnt  to  the  priutini^  olhce  and  prepared  a 
Coortru  number  of  Elders'  licenses,  to  send  by  Elder 
Srakw'-***'^  Palmer  to  the  court  of  Medina  County,  in 
rtages.  order  to  obtain  licenses  to  marry,  as  the  court 
in  this  county  will  not  grant  us  this  privilege.  Ten  pex^ 
sons  were  baptized  in  this  place. 

Tuesday^  22. — Rea<l  Hebrew  with  tht»  morning  clju^s. 
Five  youn^  men  were  received  into  the  ( 'hurch  by  l)aptism 
in  this  place  today.  This  is  a  stormy  day,  the  snow  is 
nearly  a  foot  deep,  au  uucommou  storm  for  this  season  of 
the  year. 

Wednesday^  23* — ^Attended  school.  A  pleasant  day  and 
fine  sleighing.  Two  were  received  into  the  Church  by 
baptiflni* 
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Thursday  J  24. — ^Attended  school  as  usual. 

In  the  evening  met  with  my  class  at  the  printing  office 
and  listened  to  a  lecture  by  Professor  Seixas,  upon  the 
Hebrew  lan<rua^?o.  After  we  were  disniis^^ed,  wo  called  at 
thf  <«'hool  room  to  hoar  the  choir  of  siii<;ois  perform, 
which  they  did  admirably.  Five  more  were  received  into 
the  Church  by  baptism  this  day. 

Friday y  26, — Attended  school  with  the  momiug  class, 
also  at  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  heard  a  lecture  upon  the 
Hebrew  grammar.  We  have  pleasant  weather  and  good 
sleighing. 

Saturddfi^  '^d. — At  home  in  the  morning  attending  to 
my  domestic  concerns.  After  br«'akfast  met  with  the 
Presidency  to  make  arrangements  for  the  .solemn  assem- 
bly; this  business  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day. 
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OHAPT£B  XXIX. 

DBDIOATION  OF  THE  EIBTLAND  TBICPLB — BPIBITUAIi 

ICANIFBSTATIONS. 

Sunday ^March 27, — The  congregation be^an  to  assemble 
Gathering  ot  at  the  T< M ii] >1( • ,  at  ahout  sevoii  o'clock,  an  honr 
thSoidtolk?*     earlier  than  the  doors  were  to  lie  opened. 

Many  brethren  had  come  in  from  the  regions 
round  about,  to  witness  the  dedication  of  the  Lord's 
Hoose  and  share  in  His  blessings;  and  snch  was  the 
anxiety  on  this  occasion  tiiat  some  hundreds  (probably 
five  or  six)  assembled  before  the  doors  were  opened.  The 
presidents  entered  with  the  doorkeepers,  and  stationed  the 
latter  at  the  innei*  and  outer  doors;  also  phiced  our  stew- 
ards to  receive  donations  from  those  who  should  feel  dis- 
posed to  contribute  something  to  defray  the  expense  of 
building  tlie  House  of  the  Lord.  We  also  dedicated  the 
pulpits,  and  consecrated  them  to  t^e  Lord, 

The  doors  were  then  opened.  Presidents  Bigdon,  Oow- 
TheNamber  mysclf  scatcd  the  Congregation 

attbttFint  as  they  came  in,  and,  according  to  the  best 
M««tiiif.  calculation  we  could  make,  we  received  be- 
tween nine  and  ten  hundred,  which  were  as  many  as  could 
be  comfortably  seated.  Wo  then  informed  the  door- 
keepers that  we  could  receive  no  more,  and  a  mnltitade 
were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  meeting  on  aoeoont 
of  the  house  not  being  sufficiently  capacious  to  lecem 
tliem;  and  I  felt  to  regret  that  any  of  my  brethren  and 
sisters  should  be  deprived  of  the  meeting,  and  I  recom- 
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mended  them  to  repair  to  the  school  house  and  liold  a 
meeting,  which  they  did,  and  filled  that  house  also,  and 
yet  many  were  left  out. 

The  assembly  was  then  organized  in  the  following  man- 
ner, via.:  west  end  of  the  house,  Presidents  Frederick  G. 
Williams,  Joseph  Smith,  Sen.,  and  William 

\XT     T>i    1  /u       r  \  ^  e  Arranfremcnt 

W.  Phelps  occnpymiT  the  in*st  pulj)it  tor  of  tbo  Ausem- 
the  Melchiscdrk  Pi  iesthood ;  Presidents  .Joseph 
Smith,  Jun.,  Ilyruni  Smith,  and  Sidney  Kigdon,  the  sec- 
ond pulpit;  Presidents  David  Whitmer,  Oliver  Gowdery, 
and  John  Whitmer,  the  third  pulpit;  the  fourth  was  occu- 
pied by  the  President  of  the  High  Priests'  quorum  and 
his  counselors,  and  two  choristers.  The  Twelve  Apostles 
on  the  right,  in  the  three  hifj^hest  seats.  The  President 
of  the  Elders,  his  eounselors  and  clerk,  in  the  seat  imme- 
diately below  the  Twelve.  The  lli<xh  Council  of  Kirtland, 
♦consisting  of  twelve,  on  the  left  in  the  three  first  seats. 
The  fourth  seat,  and  next  below  the  High  Council,  was 
oeoupied  by  Elders  Warren  A.  Cowdery  and  Warren  Par- 
rish,  who  served  as  scribes.  The  pulpits  in  the  east  end 
of  the  house,  for  the  Aaronic  Priesthood,  were  occupied 
as  follows:  The  Bishop  of  Kirtland  and  his  counselors, 
in  the  first  jnilpit;  the  Bishop  of  Zion  and  his  eonnselois, 
in  the  second  pulpit;  the  president  of  the  Priests  and  his 
counselors,  in  the  third  pulpit;  the  president  of  the 
Teachers  and  his  counselors,  and  one  chorister,  in  the 
fourth  pulpit;  The  High  Council  of  Zion,  consisting  of 
twelve  counselors,  on  the  right;  the  president  of  the 
Deacons  and  his  counselors,  in  the  seat  below  them ;  the 
seven  presidents  of  Seventies,  on  the  left.  The  choir  of 
singers  were  seated  in  the  four  corners  of  the  room,  in 
seats  i)rei)ared  for  that  pur})Ose. 

Keceived  by  contribution — ^nine  hundred  and  sixty-three 
dollars. 

At  nine  o'clock  a.  m.  President  Sidney  Bigdon  com- 
menced the  services  of  the  day  by  reading  the  96th  and 
24tiiBsaImB. 
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An  excellent  ehoir  of  siugers,  led  by  M.  C.  Davis,  »ung 
the  folio  wing  hymn: 

Tvn&—Steriing. 

Ere  lonpT  the  veil  will  rend  in  twain, 
The  Kill';  descend  with  all  His  train; 
The  earth  shall  shake  with  awful  fright. 
And  all  creation  feel  His  might. 

The  angel's  trampet  long  shall  soand. 
And  wake  the  nations  under  gronnd; 
Throughout  the  vast  domain  of  spaoe 
'Twill  eeha  forth  ttom  plaee  to  plaee. 

T.ift  up  your  heads,  ye  Saints,  in  peaoe, 

The  Savior  coraes  for  your  reUase; 
The  day  of  the  redeemed  has  come; 
The  Saints  shall  all  be  welcomed  home. 

Behold  the  church!  it  soars  on  high. 
To  meet  the  Saints  amid  tiie  sky, 
To  hail  tile  Kinf^  iu  clouds  of  lire, 
And  strike  and  luue  th'  immortal  lyre. 

Hosanna!  now  the  trump  shall  sound. 
Proclaim  the  joys  of  heaven  around, 
When  all  the  Saints  together  join 
In  songs  of  love,  and  all  divine. 

With  Enoch  here  we  all  shall  meet. 
And  worship  at  Messiah's  feet. 
Unite  our  hands  and  hearts  in  love, 
And  reigh  on  thrones  with  Christ  above. 

The  eity  that  was  seen  of  old, 
Whose  walls  were  jasper,  streets  were  f^old, 
We'll  now  inherit,  throned  in  mi|^ht — 
The  Father  and  the  iSou's  delight. 

Celestial  crowns  we  shall  receive. 
And  glories  groat  our  God  shall  give; 
While  loud  hosannas  weUl  proclaim, 
And  sound  aknid  our  Savior's  name. 
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Our  hearts  and  toDges  shall  join  in  one, 
To  praise  the  Father  and  the  Son; 
While  all  the  heavens  shall  shout  again, 
And  all  creation  say,  Amen.* 

President  Rigdon  addressed  the  throne  of  grace  in  a 
devout  and  appropriate  manner,  and  the  following  hymn 
was  Sling: 

Tune —  Wei/mouth. 

O  happy  souls,  who  pray 
Whero  God  appoints  to  hear! 
O  happy  Saints,  who  pay 
Their  constant  service  there  I 

We'll  praise  Him  still, 

And  happy  we 

Who  love  the  way 

To  Ziou's  hill. 

No  burning  heats  by  day. 
Nor  blasts  of  eveninfj  air. 
Shall  take  our  health  away, 
If  God  be  with  us  there. 

He  is  our  sun, 

And  He  our  shade 

To  guard  the  head 

By  night  or  noou. 

Ood  is  the  only  Lord, 
Oar  shield  and  our  defense; 
With  gifts  His  hands  are  stored; 
Wo  draw  (^nr  blessiogs  thence. 

He  will  bestow 

On  Jacob's  race 

Prcnliar  pfraco, 

And  glory  too.  t 

Pivsi»hMit   lki;x<lon  then  read  the  18th,  19th  and  2(MJl 

verses  of  the  18th  eliaptn-  of  Mattlicw,  and 
Breached  mor<'  t)articuhirlv   troni  the  2()th    «i<»n'»  uin- 

*  ,  course 

verse:    '* Verily  1  say  unto  you,  whatsoever 

ye  shall  bind  on  earth,  shall  be  bound  in  heaven;  and 

•  Farley  P.  Pntt.  sulbor. 
tW.  W.  Phelps.  SQtbor. 
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whatsoever  ye  ehall  loose  on  earth,  shall  l)e  loosed  hi 
heaven.  Agam  I  say  unto  you,  that  if  two  of  you  shall 
agree  on  earth  as  touching  any  thing  that  they  shall  ask, 
it  shall  be  done  for  them  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 
For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my 
iiiiiue,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them.'*  He  spoke  two 
hours  and  a  half  in  his  usual  lotrieal  manner.  Tlis  prayer 
and  address  were  very  forcible  and  sublime,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  occasion.  At  one  time,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  he  was  rather  pathetic,  and  drew  tears  from 
many  eyes.  He  was  then  taking  a  retrospectiye  view  of 
the  toUs,  privations,  and  anxieties  of  tiiose  who  had 
labored  upon  the  walls  of  the  house  to  erect  them;  and 
added,  there  were  those  who  had  wet  them  with  their 
tears,  in  the  silent  shades  of  night,  while  they  were  pray- 
ing to  the  God  of  heaven  to  protect  them,  and  stay  the 
unhallowed  hands  of  ruthless  spoilers,  who  had  uttered  a 
prophecy,  when  the  foundation  was  laid,  that  the  walls 
would  never  be  reared. 

In  reference  to  his  main  subject,  he  assumed  as  a  pos- 
tulate, that  in  the  days  of  the  Savior  there  were  syna- 
gogues where  the  Jews  worshiped  God,  and  in  addition  to 
them,  the  sj»lendid  tem[)le  at  Jerusalem,  yet,  when  on  a 
certain  oeeasion,  one  proposed  to  follow  Christ  witherso- 
ever He  went,  He,  though  heir  of  all  things,  cried  out 
like  one  in  the  bitterness  of  His  soul  in  abject  poverty — 
'^The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have 
nests;  but  the  Son  of  Man  hath  not  where  to  lay  His 
head.''  This,  said  the  speaker,  was  evidence  to  his  mind, 
that  the  Most  High  did  not  put  His  name  there,  and  that 
He  did  not  aeeept  the  worship  of  those  who  paid  their 
vows  and  adorations  there.  This  was  evident  from  the 
fact  that  they  would  not  receive  Him,  but  thrust  Him 
from  them,  saying:  '*Away  with  Him,  crucify  Him! 
crucify  Him!"  It  was  therefore  abundantiy  evident  that 
His  Spirit  did  not  dwell  in  them.  They  were  the  degen- 
erate sous  of  noble  sires,  but  they  had  long  since  slain 
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the  Prophets  and  Seers,  through  whom  the  Lord  revealed 
Himself  to  the  children  of  men.  They  were  not  led  by 
revelation.    Tkis^  said  the  speaker,  was  the  grand  difiB- 

eolty  iimoiig  them — their  unbelief  in  present  rerclation. 

He  fiirther  remarked,  that  tliuir  iuil»elit'f  in  present 
revelation,  was  the  means  of  <lividinir  that  ircii-  „„„  .  . 
eration  into  the  various  sects  and  parties  that  ''^^  »-"»»*»on. 
existed.  They  were  zealous  worshipers  according  to  out- 
wttrdformSy  but  such  worship  was  not  required  of  them,  nor 
was  it  acceptable  to  God .  The  Bedeemer  Uimself ,  who  knew 
the  hearts  of  all  men,  called  them  a  generation  of  vipers. 
It  was  proof  positive  to  the  speaker's  mind,  there  being 
Pharisees,  Sadducess,  Hero<lians,  and  Essenes,  all  (litter- 
ing from  one  anolhei-,  that  tiicy  were  lt  d  by  the  precepts 
and  commaudments  of  meu.  Each  had  something 
peculiar  to  himself,  but  all  agreed  in  one  thing,  viz.,  to 
oppose  the  Savior;  so  that  we  discover  He  coold,  with 
the  utmost  propriety,  exclaim,  notwithstanding  their  syna- 
gogue and  temple-worship:  **The  foxes  have  holes,  and 
the  birds  of  the  air  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of  Man  hath 
not  where  to  lay  His  head." 

lie  took  occasion  here  to  remark  that  Mich  diversity  of 
sentiment  ever  had,  and  ever  would  obtain,  ^n,,con»e- 
when  people  were  not  led  by  present  revela-  p,^** 
tion.   This  brought  him  to  the  inevitable  con-   ent  nwt^- 
elusion,  that  the  various  sects  of  the  present 
day,  from  their  manifesting  the  same  spirit,  rested  under 
the  same  condemnation,  with  those  who  were  contempor- 
ary with  the  Savior.    lie  admitted  there  were  many 
houses,  many  siinicieiitly  larire,  built  for  the  worshi[>  of 
God,  but  not  one  -  xrept  this,  ou  the  face  of  the  ^hole 
earth,  that  was  built  by  divine  revelation;  and  were  it  not 
for  this  the  dear  Bedeemer  might,  in  this  day  of  science, 
this  day  of  intelligence,  this  day  of  religion,  say  to  those 
who  would  follow  Him:  "The  foxes  have  holes,  the  birds 
of  the  air  iiave  nests,  but  the  Son  of  Man  hath  not  where 
to  lay  Li  is  heud/' 
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After  doaing  hU  discourse  he  called  upon  the  several 
loH.  |.h  smifh.  qnommSy  oommencmg  with  the  Pre6ideiiey« 
teta'iid^M  th«  to  manifest,  by  risingi  their  willingneBS  to 
Leer  of  the*^  acloiowledge  me  as  a  Prophet  and  Seer,  and 
Cbnreb.  nphold  me  as  such,  })y  thoir  prayers  of  faith. 

All  the  quorums,  in  turn,  cheerfully  complied  with  thin 
request.  He  then  called  upon  all  the  con^rrepition  of 
Saints,  also,  to  give  their  assent  by  rising  on  their  feet* 
which  they  did  unanimously. 

The  following  hymn  was  then  sung; 

TiTKs^lTofafifMi. 

Now  let  us  rejoioe  in  the  day  of  salvation. 
No  longer  as  sf ran^n  rs  on  fjirtli  need  we  roam: 
Good  tidings  are  .souiidinfir  to  us  aiui  each  nation, 
And  shortly  the  hour  of  redemption  will  come; 
When  all  tliat  was  promised  the  Saints  will  be  given. 
And  none  will  molest  them  from  morn  until  even. 
And  earth  will  apper  as  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
And  Jemii  will  say  to  all  Israel,  Oome  borne. 

We*U  lore  one  another,  and  never  dissemble. 
Bat  cease  to  do  evil,  and  ever  be  one; 
And  while  the  nnjirodly  are  fearinir  and  tremble, 
We'il  watch  for  the  day  when  the  Savior  will  come: 
When  all  that  was  promised  the  Saints  will  be  given. 
And  none  will  molest  them  from  morn  until  even. 
And  earth  will  appear  as  the  Garden  of  fiden, 
And  Jesus  will  say  to  all  Israel,  Come  home. 

In  faith  we'll  rely  on  the  arm  of  Jehovah 
T(»  i;ui(ie  throU};h  these  last  days  of  trf)ulile  and  gluotu: 
Ana,  after  the  scour^'es  and  harvest  are  over, 
We'll  rise  with  the  ju.^t  when  the  Savior  doth  eorae. 
Then  all  that  was  promised  the  Saints  will  be  given. 
And  they  will  be  crowned  as  the  angels  of  heaven, 
And  earth  will  appear  as  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
And  Christ  and  His  i>eople  will  ever  be  one.* 

Alter  an  iutermission  of  twenty  minutes,  duriug  whieh 

•  W.  W.  Pbelpn,  author. 
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tune  the  coogregation  kept  their  seats,  the  services  of  the 
day  were  resumed  by  singing  '^Adam-ondi-Ahman:" 


This  earth  was  once  a  garden  place, 

With  *U  her  glories  oommon; 
And  men  did  Kto  a  holy  race. 
And  worship  Jesns  faoe  to  foee, 
In  Adam-ondi-Ahman. 


We  read  that  Bnoeh  walked  with  Ood, 

Above  the  power  of  Mammon; 
While  Zion  spread  herself  abroad, 
And  Saints  and  ani^els  sang  alond. 
In  Adam-ondi*Ahman. 


Her  land  was  good  and  greatly  blest. 
Beyond  old  Israel's  Canaan; 

Her  f^e  was  known  from  east  to  west; 

Her  peaee  was  great  and  pore  the  rest 
Of  Adam-ondi-Ahman. 


Hosanna  to  snoh  days  to  oome — 

The  Savior*8  second  comiDg, 
When  all  tho  earth  in  glorious  bloom 
Affords  the  Baints  a  holy  homOi 

Like  Adam-ondi«>Ahman.* 


I  then  made  a  short  address,  and  called  upon  the  several 
qnorams,  and  all  tli(»  cono^ro^ration  of  Saints,  to  acknowl- 
edge the  Presidency  as  Proi)het.~  and  S^mts, 
and  nphold  tlicm  by  their  prayei-s.     They  {^frch"*»nd 
all  oovenanted  to  do  so,  by  rising.  SmSw^jmS 

I  then  called  upon  the  quorums  and  con-  ivophets, 
gregation  of  Saints  to  acknowledge  the  Twelve  b^;'2.'£». 
Apostles,  who  were  present,  as  Prophets, 
Seers,  Itevelators,  and  special  witnesses  to  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  holding  the  keys  of  the  kingdon,  to  unloek 
it,  or  cause  it  to  be  done,  aruoug  them,  and  ii}thold  them 
by  their  prayers,  which  they  assented  to  by  rising. 

*  W.  W.  Flielpt,  snttMr. 
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1  next  called  upon  the  quorums  and  congregation  of 
The  s«v«ntiM  ^   acknowledge  the  presidents  of 

A^osues  a'^d  ^^^^^^^^i  ^^<>  ^  representatives, 
sf^Yii  wilt-    as  Apostles  and  special  witnesses  to  the 


nations,  to  assist  the  Twelve  in  opening  the 

Gospel  kingdom  among  all  people,  and  to  uphold  them  by 

their  prayers,  which  they  did  by  rising. 

1  then  called  upon  tii<'  (juoi  iims  and  congi-«'iration  of 
Saints  to  ackiiowledi^e  the  High  Council  of 

High  Couneils 

•nd  Bishop-     Kirtland,  in  all  the  authority  of  the  Melchise- 
0B&U8  m  Priesthood,  and  uphold  them  by  their 

prayers,  which  they  assented  to  by  rising. 
I  then  called  upon  the  qnorams  and  congregation  of 

Saints  to  acknowledge,  and  uphold  by  their  prayers,  the 
Bishoi)s  of  Kil  t  laud  and  Zion,  and  their  counselors,  in 
all  the  authority  of  the  Aai'onic  Priesthood,  which  they 
did  by  rising. 

I  next  called  upon  the  quorums  and  congregation  of 
Saints  to  acknowledge  the  High  Council  of  Zion,  and  up- 
hold them  by  their  prayers,  in  all  the  authority  of  the 
High  Priesthood,  which  they  did  by  rising. 

I  theu  called  upon  the  quorums  and  all  the  Saints  to 
acknowlcili^e  the  presidtMit  of    the  Elder?, 
of Eidera iiuo-    and   his  couusclors,   and  uphold  them  by 
their  prayers,  which  they  did  by  rising. 
The  quonims  and  eongpregation  of  Saints  were  then 
The  Presides-  Called  upou  to  acknowledge,  and  uphold 
Quorum^ouhe       ^^^^  prayers,  the  presidents  and  coun- 
Lenser  I'rieet-  gelors,  of  the  Pricsts,  Tcachcrs  and  Deacons, 

hood  Su»-  .... 

teined.  which  they  did  ))y  rising. 

The  vote  was  unanimous  in  every  instance,  and  I 
prophesied  to  all,  that  inasniuch  as  they  would  uphold 
«   u       these  men  in  their  several  stations,  (alluding 

The  Prophet's  ,  '   ^  ^ 

Kedicu  """^        ^^^^  diffei-eut  quorums  m  the  Church),  the 
°  ''''      Lord  would  bless  them;  yea,  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  the  blessings  of  heaven  should  be  theirs;  and  when 
the  Lord's  anointed  go  forth  to  proclaim  the  word,  bearing 
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testimony  to  this  generation,  if  they  receive  it  they  shftll 
be  blessed;  but  if  not,  the  judgments  of  God  will  follow 
close  Qpon  them,  until  that  city  or  that  house  which  re- 
jects thoiii,  shall  be  left  desolate. 
The  folio  wing  hymu  was  theu  sung: 

TWE—JJalston. 

How  pleased  and  blent  was  I 

To  hear  the  people  cry: 
'*Come,  let  na  aeek  our  Ood  today! " 

Tea,  with  a  eheerf al  seal. 

Well  haate  to  Zion^a  hill, 
And  then  our  yowb  and  honors  pay. 

Zion,  thrico  happy  place, 

Adorned  with  wondrous  fifrace. 
And  walls  of  streogth  embraoe  thee  ronnd* 

In  thee  our  tribes  appear, 

To  praise  and  pray  and  hoar 
The  sacred  Qospei's  joyful  sound. 

There,  David's  greater  Sou 

Has  fixed  his  royal  throne; 
He  sits  for  grace  aud  jiid<?rueat  there; 

He  bids  the  Saints  be  glad, 

He  makea  the  sinner  sad, 
And  humble  souls  rejoiee  with  fear. 

May  peaoe  attend  thy  icate, 
Aud  joy  within  thee  wait. 
To  bless  the  soul  of  every  iciest  I 
The  man  that  seeks  thy  peace, 

And  wishes  thine  increase, 

A  thousand  blessings  on  him  rest. 

t 

My  tonjTue  repeats  }ier  vows, 

** Peace  to  this  saered  house! 
For  here  my  friends  and  kindred  dwell;* 

And  since  my  glorious  God 

Makes  thee  His  blest  abode, 
My  soul  shall  ever  love  thee  well.* 

*  Watts,  author. 
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The  dedicatory  prayer  was  then  ofEered: 

Hie  following  Prayer  irns  qiven  hy  Berelntion  to  .Tonrph,  the  Seer,  and 
was  Repeated  in  the  Kirtland  Temple  at  the  time  oj  it$  JJedioatum, 
March  27^  1836* 

PRAYER. 

!•  Thanks  be  to  Thy  name,  0  Lord  God  of  Israel,  who  keepest  cove- 
nant and  sheweat  mercy  unto  Thy  lervaDta  who  walk  uprightly  bifom 
Thee,  with  all  theur  hearts; 

2.  Thon  who  hast  eommaoded  Thy  servants  to  traild  a  honae  to  Thj 
name  in  this  place  (Kirtland). 

3.  And  now  Thon  beholdest,  O  Loidt  that  Thy  serrants  hsra  done 
aoeording  to  Thy  eommandment, 

4.  And  now  we  aak  Thee,  Holy  Father,  in  the  name  of  Jem  Christ, 
the  Son  of  Thy  bosom,  in  whose  name  alone,  salvation  ean  be  admin- 
istered to  the  ehildren  of  men,  we  ask  Thee,  0  Lord,  to  aecept  of  this 
house,  the  workmanship  of  the  hands  of  as.  Thy  servants,  wbieh  Thon 
didst  command  us  to  build ; 

5.  For  Thou  knowest  that  we  have  done  this  work  throug^h  ^reat 
tribulations;  and  out  of  our  poverty  we  have  g:iven  of  our  substance, 
to  build  a  house  to  Thy  natue,  that  tbe  Son  of  Man  might  have  a  plaee 
to  luanifest  Himself  to  II is  people. 

6.  And  as  Thou  hast  said  in  a  revelation,  jfiven  to  us,  caliiutj  us  Thy 
friends.  shviu^'/'Call  your  solemn  assembh',  as  I  have  eouinianded  you; 

7.  And  as  all  have  not  faith,  seek  y»»  dili<jentlv.  ami  teach  one  an- 
other words  of  wisdom;  yea,  seek  ye  out  of  the  best  booko,  words  of 
wiisdom,  seek  learning  even  by  study,  and  also  by  faith. 

8.  Organize  yourselves:  prepare  every  needful  thinp:.  and  establish 
a  house,  even  a  house  oi  piuyer,  a  house  of  fasting,  a  bouse  of  faith, 
a  house  of  leamiofirt  *  house  of  glory,  a  house  of  order,  a  house  of 
God, 

0.  That  your  ineomings  may  be  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  that  yonr 
ontgoiofcs  may  be  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  that  all  your  salutations 
may  be  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  with  uplifted  hands  unto  the  Moat 
High." 

10.  And  now.  Holy  Father,  we  ask  Thee  to  assist  us.  Thy  people, 
with  Thy  grace,  in  calling  our  solemn  assembly,  that  it  mny  be  done  to 

Thy  honor,  and  to  Thy  divine  aeoeptanee, 

IL  And  in  a  manner  that  we  may  be  found  worthy,  in  Thy  sight,  to 
secure  a  fulfillment  of  the  promises  which  Thou  hast  made  unto  us^Tl^ 
people,  in  the  revelations  given  unto  us; 

•  DoeMas  sad  Ouvmaats,  ase. 
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12.  That  Thy  gloiy  majvett  down  npoti  Thy  people,  and  upon  thia 
Thy  house,  whieh  we  now  dedicate  to  Thee,  that  it  may  be  aanotiiied 
and  conse  crated  to  be  holy,  and  that  Thy  holy  presence  may  be  con- 
tinually in  this  house. 

And  that  all  people  who  abaU  enter  upon  the  threshold  of  the 
Tjord's  House,  may  feel  Thy  power,  and  feel  constrained  to  acknowl- 
edcre  that  Tbuu  hast  saaotified  it,  and  that  it  is  Thy  house,  a  place  of 
Thy  holiness. 

14.  And  do  Tlion  ^^rant,  Holy  Frtllier,  that  all  those  who  shall  worship 
in  this  hou?e,  u\ay  \>f  taught  words  of  wisdom  out  of  the  best  books, 
and  that  they  may  seek  leamint:  even  by  study,  and  also  by  faith,  as 

Tiiou  hast  .said: 

15.  And  that  they  may  j^row  up  in  Thee,  and  receive  a  fullness  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  be  organized  according  to  Tliy  laws,  and  be  pre- 
pared to  obtain  every  needful  thing; 

16.  And  that  this  honse  may  be  a  bonse  of  prayer,  a  house  of  faet- 
inff,  a  house  of  fktth,  a  house  of  glory  and  of  Ood,  even  Thy  house; 

17.  That  all  the  inoomings  of  Thy  people,  into  thia  house*  may  be 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord; 

18.  That  all  their  outgoings  from  this  honse  may  be  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord; 

19.  And  that  all  their  salutations  may  be  m  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
with  holy  hands,  uplifted  to  the  Most  High; 

20.  And  that  no  unclean  thing  shall  be  permitted  to  eome  into  Thy 

house  to  pollute  it; 

21.  And  when  Thy  people  transgress,  any  of  them,  they  may  speedi- 
ly repent,  and  return  unto  Thee,  and  find  favor  in  Thy  sight,  and  be 
restored  to  the  blessinprs  which  Thou  hast  ordained  to  be  poured  out 
upon  those  wlio  shall  reverence  Thee  in  Thy  liouse. 

22.  And  we  ask  Thee,  Holy  Fat  lit  r,  that  Thy  servants  may  f^o  forth 
from  this  house,  armed  with  Thy  i)ower,  and  that  Thy  name  may  be 
upon  them,  and  Thy  glory  be  round  about  them,  and  Thine  angels  liave 
charge  over  them; 

23.  And  from  this  place  they  may  bear  exceedingly  great  and  glori- 
ous tidings,  in  truth,  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth,  that  they  may  know 
that  thia  is  Thy  work,  and  that  Thou  hast  put  forth  Thy  hand,  to  fulfill 
that  whieh  Thou  hast  spoken  by  the  mouths  of  the  Prophets  concern- 
ingthe  last  days. 

24.  We  ask  Thee,  Holy  Father,  to  establish  the  people  that  shall 
worship,  and  honorably  hold  a  name  and  standing  in  this  Thy  honse, 
to  aU  generations,  and  for  eternity, 

25.  That  no  weapon  formed  against  them  shall  prosper;  that  he  who 
diggeth  a  pit  for  them  shall  fall  into  the  same  himself. 
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26.  That  no  eombioatloD  of  winkadiMm  ahall  have  powor  to  rite  up 
and  preyail  over  Thy  people  upon  whom  Thy  name  shall  be  put  in  thk 

honae; 

27  And  if  any  people  shall  rise  against  this  people,  that  Thine  anger 

be  kintUod  against  them, 

28.  And  if  they  shall  smite  this  people,  Thou  wilt  smite  them,  Thon 
wilt  fight  for  Thy  people  as  Thou  didst  in  the  day  of  battle,  that  they 
ma3'  be  delivered  from  the  hands  of  all  their  enemies. 

29.  We  ask  Thee,  Holy  Father,  to  eontound,  and  astonish,  and  to 
bring  to  shame  and  eont'u.sion,  all  those  who  have  spread  lying  reports, 
abroad,  over  the  world,  at^ainst  Thj'  servant,  or  servants,  if  they  will 
not  repent,  when  the  everlasting  Gospel  shall  be  proclaimed  in  tiieir 
ears, 

30.  And  that  all  their  works  may  be  broujjrht  to  naught,  and  be  swept 
away  by  the  hail,  and  by  the  judgments  which  Thou  wilt  send  upon 
them  in  Thine  anger,  that  there  may  be  an  end  to  lyings  and  slanden 
against  Thy  people; 

31.  For  Thon  knoweat,  O  Lord,  that  Thy  senrants  have  been  inao- 
cent  before  Thee  in  bearing  record  of  Thy  name,  for  whieh  they  ha^ 
suffered  these  things; 

32.  Therefore  we  plead  before  Thee  for  a  fnll  and  oomplele  deUver- 
anee  from  nnder  this  yoke; 

33.  Break  it  off,  O  Lord;  break  it  off  from  the  nedu  eC  Thy  ser- 
vants, by  Thy  power,  that  we  may  rise  np  in  the  midst  of  tlua  gener- 
ation and  do  Thy  work. 

34.  Jehovah,  have  merey  npon  this  people,  and  as  all  men  sin,  for> 
give  the  transgressions  of  Thy  people,  and  let  them  be  blotted  ont  for- 
ever. 

.^5.  Let  the  anointing  of  Thy  ministerB  be  sealed  npon  them  with 

power  from  on  high; 

3G.  Let  it  be  fulHlled  upon  them,  a.s  upon  those  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost. 1ft  the  gift  of  tongues  be  poured  out  upon  Thy  people,  even  cloven 
tongues  as  of  lire,  and  the  interpretation  thereof, 

37.  And  let  Thy  house  be  tilled,  as  with  a  rushing  mighty  wind,  with 
Thy  glorv. 

38.  Put  upon  Thy  servants  the  testimony  of  the  covenant,  that  when 
they  go  out  and  proclaim  Thy  word,  they  may  seal  up  the  law,  and 
prepare  the  hearts  of  Thy  Saints  for  ail  timee  judgments  Thou  art  about 
to  send,  in  Thy  wrath,  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  beeanae  of 
their  transgressions,  that  Thy  people  may  not  fidnt  in  the  day  of 
trouble. 

39.  And  whatsoever  eity  Thy  servants  shall  enter,  and  the  people  of 
that  mty  reeelve  their  testimony,  let  Thy  peaee  and  Thy  salvation  be 
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upon  tbat  city,  that  tlit'y  may  gatlier  out  of  that  city  the  riehttoua, 
that  they  may  come  torth  to  Zion,  or  to  her  stakes,  the  places  of  Thine 
appointment,  with  songs  of  everlastingr  joy, 

40.  And  until  this  be  accompliBhed,  let  not  Thy  judgments  fall  npon 
that  eity. 

41.  And  whatioever  eity  Tby  servants  shall  enter,  and  the  people  of 
that  eity  reeeive  not  the  testimony  of  Thy  servants,  and  Thy  servants 
warn  them  to  save  themselves  from  this  untoward  generation,  let  it  be 
upon  that  eity  aeoording  to  that  which  Thoo  hast  spoken  by  the  months 
of  Thy  Prophets; 

42.  Bnt  deliver  Thoa,  O  Jehovah,  we  beseech  Thee,  Thy  servants  from 
their  bands,  and  cleanse  them  from  their  blood. 

43.  O  Lord,  we  delight  not  in  the  destmeti<Mi  of  onr  fellow  men; 
thc-ir  ^f»uls  are  precious  before  Thee: 

44.  But  Thy  word  must  be  fulfilled;  help  Thy  snvants  to  pay,  with 
Thy  grace  assisting  them,  Thy  will  be  done,  0  Lord,  and  not  ours. 

45.  We  know  that  Thou  hast  .spoken  by  the  mouth  of  Tliy  Prophets 
terrible  tliintrs  coneernin^  the  wicked,  in  the  last  days — tbat  Tbou  wilt 
pour  out  Tliy  jiulf^'ments,  witlu»ut  measure; 

40.  Tlierefore,  0  Lord,  deliver  Thy  people  from  the  calamity  of  the 
wicked;  enable  Tiiy  servants  to  t^eal  up  Ihe  law.  and  bind  up  the  testi- 
mony, that  they  may  be  prepared  a^ain.st  the  day  of  burning. 

47.  We  ask  Thee,  Holy  Fatlier,  to  remember  those  who  have  been 
driven  by  the  inhabitants  of  Jackson  county,  Missouri,  from  the  lands 
of  their  inheritance,  and  break  off,  0  Lord,  this  yoke  of  affliction  that 
has  been  pot  npon  them. 

48.  Tbon  knowest,  O  Lord,  that  they  have  been  greatly  oppressed 
and  aillioted  by  wieked  men,  and  onr  hearts  flow  ont  with  sorrow,  be- 
eaase  of  their  grievous  burdens. 

49.  O  Lord,  how  long  wilt  Thou  suffer  this  people  to  bear  this  afflic- 
tion, and  the  ones  of  their  innoeent  ones  to  aaeend  up  in  Thine  ears, 
and  their  blood  eome  up  in  testimony  before  Thee,  and  not  make  a  dis- 
play  of  Thy  tostimoDy  in  their  behalff 

60.  Have  mercy,  0  Lord,  upon  the  wicked  mob,  who  have  driven 
Thy  people,  tbat  they  may  cease  to  spoil,  that  they  may  repent  of  their 
sins,  if  repentance  is  to  }>e  found: 

51.  But  if  they  will  not,  make  bare  Thine  arm,  0  Lord,  and  redeem 
that  land  which  Thou  didst  appoint  a  Zion  unto  Thy  people! 

52.  And  if  it  cannot  be  otherwise,  that  the  cause  of  Thy  people  may 
not  fail  before  Thee,  may  Thine  anger  be  kindled,  and  Thine  indigna- 
tion fall  upon  them,  that  tbey  may  be  wasted  away,  both  root  and 
branch,  from  under  heaven; 

53.  But  inascacb  as  tbey  will  repent,  Thou  art  gracious  and  merer 
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fnl,  and  wilt  tarn  away  Thy  wnUh»  whan  Tlum  iookett  upon  the  faea 

of  Thine  anointed. 

54.  Hrive  mercy,  O  Lord,  upon  nil  the  nations  of  the  earth,  have 
mercy  upon  \\n-  rulers  of  our  land,  mny  those  principles  which  were  so 
bonoralJv  and  nobly  defended,  viz.,  the  Constitution  of  our  land*  by 
our  fatht-rs.  he  e.-«tahlished  forever; 

55.  Remember  the  kind's,  prinees,  the  noble.s.  and  the  fjreat  ones  of 
the  earth,  and  all  people,  and  the  churches,  ali  the  poor,  the  needy,  and 
aftlieted  ones  of  the  earth, 

50.  That  their  hearts  may  be  softened,  when  Thy  servants  shall  cro 
oat  from  Thy  house,  O  Jehovah,  to  bear  testimony  of  Thy  name,  that 
their  prejudices  may  give  way  before  the  truth,  and  Thy  people  may 
obtain  favor  in  the  sifi^ht  of  all, 

57.  That  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  know  that  we  Thy  servants 
have  heard  Thy  voiee,  and  thst  Thou  hast  sent  ns, 

68.  That  from  amonfc  all  these,  Thy  servants,  the  sons  of  Jaeob,  may 
gather  out  the  righteous  to  build  a  lioly  eity  to  Thy  name^  as  Thou  hast 
commanded  them. 

69.  We  ask  Thee  to  appoint  unto  Zion  other  stakes,  besides  this  one 
which  Thou  has  i^poiuted,  that  the  gatherioff  of  Thy  people  may  xoU 
on  in  great  power  and  msjesty*  that  Thy  work  may  be  eut  short  ia 
righteousness. 

60.  Now  these  words,  O  Lord,  we  have  spoken  before  Thee,  eooeerB- 
ing  the  revelations  and  commandments  which  Thou  hast  given  unto  i£8« 

who  are  identified  with  the  Gentiles; 

Gl.  But  Thou  knowest  that  Thou  hast  a  great  love  for  the  children 
of  Jacob,  who  have  been  scattered  upon  the  mountains,  for  aloi^ 
time,  in  a  cloudy  and  dark  day; 

Ci'2.  We  therefore  ask  Thee  to  have  mercy  npon  the  children  of  Jacob, 
that  Jerusalem,  from  this  hour,  may  i»eifin  to  l)e  redeemed, 

63.  And  the  yoke  of  bondage  may  begin  to  be  broken  off  from  the 
house  of  David. 

64.  And  the  children  of  Judah  may  be^'m  to  return  to  the  lands 
which  Thou  duist  give  to  Abraham,  their  father; 

65.  And  cause  that  the  remnants  of  Jacob,  who  have  been  cursed 
and  smitten,  because  of  their  transgressioa,  be  converted  from  their 
wild  and  savage  condition  to  the  fullness  of  the  everlasting  Gospel, 

66.  That  they  may  lay  down  their  weapons  of  bloodshed,  and  eease 
their  rebellions;  ' 

67.  And  may  all  the  scattered  remnants  of  Israel,  who  have  beea 
driven  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  be- 
lieve in  the  Messiah,  and  be  redeemed  from  oppressioo,  and  rejoice  be- 
fore Thee. 
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68.  O  Lord,  remember  Tby  servant,  Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,  and  all  his 
afflietions  and  perseentkmi  —how  he  has  ooTenanted  with  Jehorah,  and 
▼owed  to  Tbae,  0  mighty  God  of  Jacob — and  the  commandments  which 
Tbon  hast  given  nnto  liim,  and  that  he  hath  sincerely  striven  to  do  Thy 
will. 

H.ivr-  TTjeroy,  0  Lord,  npon  his  wife  nnd  <')iildren,  that  they  may 
be  exalted  in  Thy  pfesence,  and  preserved  by  Thy  fostering  hand; 

70.  Have  mercy  upon  all  their  imraediate  connections,  that  their 
pr^adiccs  may  be  broken  up,  and  swept  away  as  with  a  flood,  that 
they  may  be  converted  and  redeemed  with  Israel,  and  know  that  Thon 
art  God. 

71.  Rnmombor,  O  Lord,  the  presidents,  even  all  the  presidents  of  Thy 
Chnreh.  that  Thy  ri^'ht  hand  may  exalt  them,  wiili  ail  their  families, 
and  their  immediate  c()nneeti(»iis,  that  their  names  may  be  perpetu- 
ated, and  had  in  everlaiiting  remenibraace,  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration. 

72.  Remember  all  Thy  Church,  O  Lord,  with  all  their  families,  and 
all  their  immediale  eouneelionB,  with  all  their  siek  and  alllieted  ones, 
with  all  the  poor  and  meek  of  the  earth,  that  the  kingdom  which  Thou 
hast  set  np  withont  hands,  may  beecme  a  great  mountain ,  and  fill  the 
whole  earth; 

73.  That  Thy  Chnreh  may  come  forth  ont  of  the  wilderness  of  dark- 
ness, and  shine  forth  fair  as  the  moon,  dear  as  the  snn,  and  terrible  as 
an  army  with  banners, 

74.  And  be  adorned  as  a  bride  for  that  day  when  Thon  shalt  nnveil 
the  heavens,  and  eanse  the  mountains  to  flow  down  at  Thy  presence, 
and  the  valleys  to  be  exalted,  the  rongh  places  made  smooth;  that 
Thy  glory  may  fill  the  earth, 

76.  That  when  the  trump  shall  sound  for  the  dead  we  shall  be  eaught 
up  in  the  clouds  to  meet  Thee,  that  we  may  ever  be  with  the  Lord, 

76.  That  onrgarments  mn y  bo  pare,  that  we  may  be  clothed  upon  with 
robes  of  righteousness,  with  palms  in  our  hands,  and  crowns  of  glory 
upon  our  heads,  and  reap  eternal  joy  for  all  our  sufferinprs. 

77.  0  Lord  Gotl  Almitrhty,  hear  us  in  thfse  onr  petitions,  and  an- 
swer us  froiu  heaven.  Thy  holy  habitation,  where  Thou  siitest  en- 
throned, with  plory,  honor,  pf)wer,  majesty,  niiirht,  <lomiiiion.  truth, 
justice,  judgment,  mercy,  and  an  induity  of  fulluuss,  from  everlasting 
to  everlasting. 

78.  O  hear,  O  hear,  0  hear  us  0  Lord!  and  answer  these  petitions, 
and  accept  the  dedication  of  this  house  unto  Thee,  the  work  of  our 
bauds,  which  we  have  built  unto  Tby  name. 

79.  And  also  this  Chnreh,  to  put  upon  it  Thy  name;  and  help  us  by 
the  power  of  Tby  Spirit,  that  we  may  mingle  our  voices  with  those 
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bnjcfat,  shioiiif  nairaplw  aroand  Thy  throne,  with  aedanatkms  of  praise. 
sioiHng  bosaoDa  to  God  and  the  Lamb; 

80.  And  let  these  Thine  anointed  ones  be  elothed  with  ealTatkm,  and 
Thy  Saints  ihont  aloud  for  joy.  Amen,  and  amen* 

The  choir  then  saug: 

TUNl — HoManna. 

The  Spirit  of  Ood  like  a  fire  is  burniiijr? 
The  latter-day  ^'lory  begins  to  conif  forth; 
The  visions  and  blessings  of  old  are  returning. 
The  angels  are  comiDg  to  visit  the  earth. 

Chorus. 

We'll  KOg  and  we'll  stiout  with  the  armies  of  heaven— 

Hosanna,  hosanna  to  God  and  the  Lamb! 
T^'t  ^'lory  to  tlu'iu  in  the  highest  bo  ^iven, 
Ueocetorth  and  forever:  ameu  and  amen. 

The  Lord  is  extending  the  Saints'  understanding, 
Restoring  their  jiuli^es  and  all  as  at  lirst; 
The  knowledge  and  power  of  God  are  expanding; 
The  veil  o*er  the  earth  is  beginniug  to  burst. 
We'll  sing  and  well  shout,  eto. 

We'll  eall  in  our  solemn  assemblies  in  spirit, 
To  spread  forth  the  kingdom  of  heaven  abroad. 
That  we  through  our  faith  may  begin  to  inherit 
The  visions  and  blessings  and  glories  of  God. 
We'll  sing  and  we'll  shout,  ete. 

We'll  wash  and  be  washed,  and  with  oil  be  anointed. 
Withal  not  omitting  the  washing  of  feet; 
For  he  that  reeeiveth  his  penny  appointed 
Must  surely  be  dean  at  the  harvest  of  wheat 
We'll  sing  and  we'll  shout,  ete. 

Old  Israel,  that  fled  from  the  world  for  his  freedom. 
Must  come  witli  the  cloud  and  the  pillnr  amain; 
A  Moses  and  Aaron  and  Joshua  lead  him, 
Aud  feed  him  on  manna  from  heaven  a^^^ain. 
We'll  sing  and  we'll  shout,  eto. 
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How  blened  the  day  when  the  lamb  aod  the  Hon 
Shall  lie  down  together  withont  any  ire. 
And  Bphraim  be  crowned  with  his  blessing  in  Zion, 
Aa  Jeans  descends  with  His  ehaxiots  of  fire  I 


Well  sing  and  we*ll  shont  with  the  armies  of  heaven- 
Hosanna,  hosanna  to  God  and  the  Lamb! 
Let  glory  to  them  in  the  highest  be  given, 
Henceforth  and  forever:  amen  and  amen  I* 


I  then  asked  the  several  qtiornms  separately,  and 

then  tlie  cou^-e^atiou,  if  they  accepted  the    Dedio«tjon  of 


dt'(li<^atioTi  prayer,  and  ackiiovvh'dt^ed  the  Acc«tedby 
house  dedicated.     The  vote  was  unanimous  hoo.rTlu*tti, 


in  the  affirmative,  in  every  instance.  saints. 

The  Lord's  Supper  was  then  administered;  President 
Don  Carlos  Smith  blessed  the  bread  and  the  , 

The  Lord  » 

wine,  which  was  distributed  by  several  ^.^^^^^^■'J^ 
Elders  to  the  Church;  after  which  I  bore  rec-  ****** 

ord  of  my  mission,  and  of  tlie  ministration  of  angels. 

President  Don  Carlos  Smith  also  bore  testimony  of  the 
truth  of  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  which  we  wen-  enf::aged. 

President  Oliver  Cowdery  testified  of  the  truth  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  and  of  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  these 
last  days. 

President  Frederick  G.  Williams  aro6e  and  testified 
that  while  President  Rigdon  was  making  his  first  prayer, 

an  angel  entered  the  window  and  took  his  seat  between 
Father  Smith  and  himself,  aud  remained  there  dm'iug  the 
prayer. 

President  David  Whitmer  also  saw  angels  in  the  house. 

President  Hyram  Smith  made  some  appropriate  re- 
marks congratulating  tiiose  who  had  endured  so  many 
toils  and  privations  to  build  the  house. 

President  Rigdon  then  made  a  few  appropriate  closing 
remarks,  and  a  shoil  prayer,  at  the  close  of  which  we 
sealed  the  proceedings  of  the  day  by  shouting  hosanna, 

•  W.  W.  Fhdpa. 
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hosaimay  hosanna  to  Qod  and  the  Lamb^  three  tunes, 
sealing  it  each  time  with  amen,  amen,  and  amen. 
President  Brigham  Yonng  gave  a  short  address  in 

tongues,  and  David  W.  Patten  interpieted,  and  j?ave  a 
short  exhortation  in  toiifriies  himself,  after  which  I  hlessed 
tlic  congregation  in  the  name  of  tlie  Lord,  and  the  assem- 
bly dispersed  a  little  past  four  o'clock,  having  manifested 
the  most  qniet  demeanor  during  the  whole  exercise. 

I  met  the  quorums  in  the  evening  and  instmcted  them 
respecting  the  t>rdinance  of  washing  of  feet,  which  they 
spiritaai  were  to  attend  to  on  Wednesday  following; 
MaaifMta-  and  gave  them  instructions  in  relation  to  the 
KinUud  spirit  of  prophecy,  and  called  upon  the  con- 
T«mpto.  gregalion  to  speak,  and  not  to  fear  to  prophesy 
good  concerning  the  Saints,  for  if  you  prophesy  the  fall- 
ing of  these  hills  and  the  rising  of  the  valleys,  the 
downfall  of  the  enemies  of  Zion  and  the  rising  of  the 
kingdom  of  God,  it  shall  come  to  pass.  Do  not  qnench 
the  Spirit,  for  the  first  one  that  opens  his  month  shall  re- 
ceive the  spiiit  of  prophecy. 

Brother  (leorge  A.  Smith  arose  and  V:)egan  to  prophesy, 
when  a  noise  was  heard  like  the  sound  of  a  rushing 
mighty  wind,  which  tilled  the  Temple,  and  all  the  con- 
gregation simultaneously  arose,  being  moved  upon  by  an 
invisible  power;  many  began  to  speak  m  tongues  and 
prophesy;  others  saw  glorious  visions;  and  I  beheld  the 
Temple  was  filled  with  angels,  which  fact  I  declared  to  Hie 
congregation.  The  people  of  the  neighborhood  carae  run- 
ning together  (liearing  an  unusual  sound  within,  and  see- 
ing a  bright  liglit  like  a  pillar  of  tire  resting  upon  the 
Temple),  and  were  astonished  at  what  was  taking  place. 
This  continued  until  the  meeting  closed  at  eleven  p.  m. 

The  number  of  official  members  present  on  this  occa- 
sion was  four  hundred  and  sixteen,  being  a  greater  num- 
ber than  ever  assembled  on  any  former  occasion. 
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CHAPT£B  XXX. 

THB  OBDINANOB  OF  WABEXNG  OF  FBBT— TI8I0N8  IN  THB  KIBT- 
LAND  TBMFLB— THE  FBOFBBX  OK  ABOLITION. 

Mimday^  March  28.  ~  Attended  school.  Very  warm, 
like  spring. 

Tuesday^  99. — Attended  school,  which  was  the  last  day 
of  our  course  of  lectures  in  Hebrew,  by  Professor 
Seixas. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m. ,  Presidents  Joseph  Smith,  Jun., 
Frederick  G.  Williams,  Sidney  Eigdou,  Hyrum  Smith, 
and  Oliver  Cowdery,  met  in  the  most  holy  place  in  the 
Lord's  House,  and  sought  for  a  revelation  from 
Him  concerning  the  authorities  of  the  Church  wordimd 
goin^^  to  Zion,  and  other  important  matters.  Lord."'**** 
After  uiiitiijii:  in  prayer,  tlie^  voice  of  the  8[Mrit 
was  that  we  shouhi  coiue  into  this  pkiee  three  tmu'S,  and 
also  call  the  other  j)re.sid(»nts,  the  two  Bishops  and  their 
counselors,  each  to  stand  in  his  place,  and  fast  through 
the  day  and  also  the  night,  and  that  during  this,  if  we 
would  humble  ourselves,  we  should  receive  further  com- 
munications from  Him.   After  this  word  was  received  we 
immediately  sent  for  the  other  brethren,  who  came. 

The  Presidency  proceeded  to  ordain  (  Jeorire  Boosinger 
to  the  Hi;^h  Priesthood,  and  anoint  him.  This  was  in 
consequeuce  o£  his  having  administered  unto  us  in  tem- 
poral things  in  our  distress,  and  also  because  he  left  the 
place  just  previous  to  the  dedication  of  the  Lord's  House, 
to  bring  us  the  temporal  means,  previously  named.  Soon 
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after  this,  the  word  of  the  Lord  cauie,  through  President 
Joseph  Smiihy  Jan.,  that  those  who  had  entered  the  holy 
plaoe,  rnnst  not  leave  the  house  mitil  morning^  bnt  send 
for  saeh  things  as  were  necessary,  and,  also,  dnring  oar 
stay,  we  mast  cleanse  onr  feet  and  jwrtake  of  the  Sacra- 
ment that  we  might  be  made  holy  before  Him,  and  there- 
by lie  qualified  to  offii'late  in  our  ealliug,  upon  the  mor- 
row, in  washing  the  feet  of  the  Eiders. 

Accordingly  we  proceeded  to  cleanse  our  faces  and  our 
feet,  and  then  proceeded  to  wash  one  another's  fe«*t.  Pres- 
ident Sidney  Rigdon  first  washed  President 
The^wMhioff  Joseph  Smith,  Junior's  feet,  and  then,  in  turn, 
was  washed  by  him;  after  which  President 
Kigdon  washed  President  Jost»ph  Smith,  Sen.,  and  Hyrura 
Smith.  President  ,Iu>ei)li  Smith,  .Inn.,  washed  Presi<lent 
Fre(lerick  G.  Williams,  and  then  President  Ilyrum  Smith 
washed  President  David  \Miitmer's  and  President  Oliver 
Cowderv's  feet.  Then  President  David  Whitmer  washed 
President  William  W.  Phelps'  feet,  and  in  torn  President 
Phelps  washed  President  John  Whitmer's  feet.  The 
Bishops  and  their  Counselors  were  then  washed,  after 
which  we  partook  of  the  bn^ad  and  wine.  The  Holy  Spirit 
rested  down  npon  ns,  and  continued  in  the  Ijord's 
House  all  night,  projthesymg  and  giving  glory  to  God. 

Wednesday^  30. — At  eight  o'clock,  according  to  appoint- 
ment, the  Presidency,  the  Twelve,  the  Seventies,  the 
High  Council,  the  Bishops  and  their  entire  quorums,  the 
Elders  and  all  the  official  members  in  this  stake  of  Zion, 
^  ^.  amounting  to  about  three  hundred,  met  in  the 

«»f  tbe^Ordi-  Temple  of  the  Lord  to  attend  to  the  ordinance 
Washing.  of  WMsliing  of  feet.  I  ascended  tiie  pulpit, 
and  remarked  to  the  congregation  that  we 
had  passed  through  many  trials  and  atllictious  since  the 
organization  of  the  Church,  and  that  this  is  a  year  of 
jubilee  to  us,  and  a  time  of  rejoicing,  and  that  it  was  ex- 
pedient for  us  to  prepare  bread  and  wine  sufficient  to 
make  our  hearts  glad,  as  we  should  not,  probably,  leave 
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this  house  until  moroiiig;  to  this  end  we  should  call  on 
the  brethren  to  make  a  oontribation.  The  stewards  passed 
round  and  took  xxp  a  liberal  contribution,  and  messengers 
were  despatched  for  bread  and  wine. 

Tubs,  water,  and  towels  were  prepared,  and  I  called 
the  house  to  order,  and  the  Presidency  proeeeded  to  wash 
the  feet  of  the  Twelve,  pronouncing  many  prophecies  and 
blessin^^s  upon  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus;  and 
then  the  Twelve  proceeded  to  wash  the  feet  of  the  Presi- 
dents of  the  several  quorums.  The  brethren  began  to 
prophesy  upon  each  other's  heads,  and  upon  the  enemies 
of  Christ,  who  inhabited  Jackson  county,  Missouri;  and 
continued  prophesyinir,  and  blessing,  and  sealing  them 
witli  hosanna  and  amen,  until  nearly  seven  o'clock  iu 
the  evening. 

The  bread  and  the  wine  were  then  brought  in,  and  1 
observed  that  we  had  fasted  all  the  day,  and  lest  we  faint, 
as  the  Bavior  did  so  shall  we  do  on  this  occasion;  we 
shall  bless  the  bread,  and  give  it  to  the  Twelve,  and  they 
to  the  multitude.  While  waiting,  I  made  the  following 
remarks:  that  the  time  that  we  were  required  xheprophefa 
to  tarrv  in  Kirtland  to  be  endowed,  would  be  J»«»TOc»wm 
fulfilled  in  a  few  days,  and  then  the  Elders  Jn^i^j^^ilgJJf 
would  go  forth,  and  each  must  stand  for  him-  tr>. 
self,  as  it  was  not  necessary  for  them  to  be  sent  out,  two 
by  two,  as  in  former  times,  but  to  go  in  all  meekness,  in 
sobriety,  and  preach  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified;  not 
to  contend  withothera  on  account  of  their  faith,  or  systems 
of  religion,  but  pursue  a  steady  course.  This  I  delivered 
by  way  of  T'oiiiiiiaiidinent:  and  all  who  obsei've  it  not, 
will  pull  down  pers«'eulion  upon  their  heads,  while  those 
who  do,  shall  always  be  tilled  with  the  Holy  Ghost;  this 
I  pronounced  as  a  prophecy,  and  sealed  with  hosanna  and 
amen.  Also  that  the  Seventies  are  not  called  to  serve 
tables,  or  preside  ov?r  churches,  to  settle  difficulties,  but 
are  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  build  them  up,  and  set  others, 
who  do  not  belong  to  these  quorums,  to  preside  over  them. 
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who  are  High  Priests.  The  Twelve  also  are  not  to  serve 
tables,  but  to  bear  the  keys  of  the  Kingdom  to  all  nations, 
and  unlock  the  door  of  the  Gospel  to  them,  and  call  upon 
the  Seventies  to  follow  after  them,  and  assist  them.  The 
Twelve  are  at  liberty  to  go  wheresoever  they  will,  and  if 
any  one  will  say,  I  wish  to  go  to  sneh  a  place,  let  all  the 
rest  say  amen. 

The  Seventies  are  at  liberty  to  go  to  Zionif  they  please, 
or  go  wheresoever  they  will,  and  preach  the  Gospel;  aud 
let  the  redemption  of  Ziou  be  our  object,  and  strive  to 
effect  it  by  sending  up  all  the  strength  of  the  Lord's  House, 
wherever  we  find  them;  and  I  want  to  enter  into  the 
following  covenant,  that  if  any  more  of  onr  brethren  are 
slain  or  driven  from  their  lands  in  Missouri,  by  the  mob, 
we  will  give  ourselves  no  rest,  until  we  are  avenged  of  our 
enemies  to  the  uttermost.  This  covenant  was  sealed 
unanimously,  with  a  hosanna  and  an  amen. 

I  then  observed  to  the  quorums,  that  1  had  now  com- 
pleted the  organization  of  the  Church,  and  we  had  passed 
through  all  the  necessary  ceremonies,  that  I  had  given 
them  all  the  instruction  they  needed,  and  fhat  they  now 
were  at  liberty,  after  obtaining  their  licenses,  to  go  forth 
and  build  up  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  that  it  was  ex- 
pedient for  me  and  the  Presidency  to  retire,  having  spent 
the  night  previously  in  w^aiting  upon  the  Lord  in  His 
Temple,  aud  having  to  attend  another  dedication  on  the 
morrow,  or  conclude  the  one  commenced  on  the  last  Sab- 
bath, for  the  benefit  of  those  of  my  brethren  and  sisters 
who  could  not  get  into  the  house  on  the  former  occasion, 
but  that  it  was  expedient  for  the  brethren  to  tarry  all  night 
aud  worship  before  the  Lord  iu  His  house. 

I  left  the  meeting  in  the  elinrge  of  the  Twelve,  and  re- 
Thc  Da  tired  about  nine  o'clock  iu  the  evening.  The 

March  3ou»—  brcthreu  continued  exhorting,  prophesying, 
and  speakmg  in  tongues  until  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  The  Savior  made  His  appearance  to  some, 
while  angels  ministered  to  others,  and  it  was  a  Pentecost 
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and  an  endowment  indeed,  long  to  be  remembered,  for 
the  sound  shall  go  forth  from  this  place  into  all  the  world, 
and  the  occurrenees  of  this  day  shall  be  handed  down 
upon  the  pages  of  sacred  history,  to  all  generations;  as 
the  day  of  Pentecost,  so  shall  this  day  be  nnmbered  and 
celebrated  as  a  year  of  jubilee,  and  time  of  rejoicing  to 
the  Saints  of  the  Most  High  €k>d. 

Thursday,  31. — This  day  being  set  apart  to  perform  again 
the  ceremonies  of  the  dedication,  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  could  not  get  into  the   Say  orcJelu- 
house  on  the  preceding  Sabbath,  1  repaired  to  SU?^ 
the  Temple  at  eight,  a.  m.,  in  company  with 
the  Presidency,  and  arranged  oar  door  keepers  and  stew- 
ards as  on  the  former  occasion.    We  then  opened  the 
doors,  and  a  large  congregation  entered  the  honse,  and 
were  comfortably  seated.    The  authorities  of  the  Church 
were  seated  in  their  respective  places,  and  the  services  of 
the  day   were  commen(;ed,  prosecuted  and  terminated 
in  the  same  manner  as  at  the  former  dedication,  and  the 
Spirit  of  God  rested  upon  the  congregation,  and  great 
solemnity  prevailed. 

Friday^  April  1, — ^At  home  most  of  the  day.  Many 
brethren  called  to  see  me,  some  on  temporal  and  some 
on  spiritual  business;  amoiiiz:  the  number  was  confession  of 
Leman  Copley,  who  testified  against  nie  iti  a  f^^J-^ig'*'^ 
suit  I  brought  against  Dr.  Philastus  Hurlbut  i^aiHewitneM. 
for  threatening  my  life.  He  confessed  that  he  bore  a 
false  testimony  against  me  in  that  suit,  bat  verily  thought, 
at  the  time,  that  he  was  right,  but  on  calling  to  mind  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  things  that  happened 
at  -that  time,  he  was  convinced  that  he  was  wrong,  and 
humbly  confessed  it,  and  asked  my  forgiveness,  which 
was  readily  granted.  He  also  wished  to  be  received  into 
the  Church  again,  by  baptism,  and  was  received  accord- 
ing to  his  desire.    He  gave  me  his  confession  in  writing. 

SaUnrday^  2. — ^Transacted  business  of  a  temporal  nature 
in  the  upper  room  in  the  printing  office,  in  company  with 
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Frederick  G.  Will  iains,  Sidney  Rif^dou,  Oliver  Cowdery, 
William  W.  Phelps  and  John  Whitmer,  which  was  tx> 
have  a  bearing  upon  the  redemption  of  Zion.  After 
Tbr  [vophet    mature  deliberation  the  council  decided  that 

Oliver  Oowdery  and  myself  shoold  act  as  a 
&T^Mone7  board  or  committee  to  raise,  in  righteousness, 
demptionof*    all  the  money  we  could  for  a  season,  to  send 

by,  or  to,  certain  wise  men  appointed  to  pur- 
chase lands  in  Zion  in  obedience  to  a  revelation  or  eoni- 
mandment  of  the  Lord,  for  the  mutual  beneht  of  the 
council. 

Also,  it  was  agreed  by  the  council  that  Sidney  Bigdon 
and  Frederick  G.  Williams  exert  themselves  in  devising 
ways  and  means  with  the  stock  on  hand,  the  available 

outstanding^  claims  of  the  company,  and  such  other  means 
as  they  shall  deem  most  proper,  to  discharge  the  com- 
pany's debts.  It  was  also  agreed  that  W.  W.  Phelps, 
John  Whitmer,  and  David  Whitmer  have  five  hundred 
books  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  when  bound,  and  five 
hundred  Hynm  Books,  together  with  the  subscription  list 
for  the  Messenger  and  Advocate  and  Northern  Times,* 
now  due  in  Clay  County,  Missouri ;  and  that  Messrs.  Phelps 
and  John  Whitmer  be  released  from  the  responsibility  of 
claims  on  them,  or  either  of  them,  as  joint  partners  in 
the  firm. 

As  soon  as  the  above  plans  were  settled,  I  started  with 
President  Cowdery  on  our  mission,  and  our  success  was 
such  in  one  half  day  as  to  give  us  pleasing  anticipations 
that  we  were  doing  the  will  of  God,  and  assurance  that 
His  work  prospered  in  our  hands. 

Snudaf/y  .V. — Attended  meeting  in  the  Lord's  House, 
and  assisted  the  other  Presidents  of  the  Cliureh  in  seating 
the  congregation,  and  then  became  an  attentive  listener 
to  the  preaching  from  the  stand.  Thomas  B.  Marsh  and 
David  W.  Patten  spoke  in  the  forenoon  to  an  attentive 

*  This  wan  the  weekly  newspaper  which  ba<l  been  started  in  February,  1835,  in 
support  of  Demoeraey;  «nd  which  wasedited  by  Frederick  G.  Williams. 
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audience  of  about  one  thousand  persons.  In  the  after- 
noon, I  assisted  the  other  Presidents  in  distributing  the 
liord's  Supper  to  the  Ohuroh,  receiving  it  from  the 
Twelve,  whose  privilege  it  was  to  officiate  at  the  sacred 

desk  this  day.  After  having  performed  this  service  to 
my  brethren,  1  retired  to  the  pulpit,  th(^  veils  being 
drojiped,  jirid  ])()\v»'(l  myself,  with  Oliver  Cowdery,  in 
solemn  and  silent  prayer.  After  rising  from  prayer,  the 
following  vision  was  opened  to  both  of  us — 

Vition  MmifuUd  to  Jm^h  tA«  5eer  imd  Oliver  Oowdtiry* 

1.  The  veil  was  takeu  from  our  minds,  aud  the  eye»of  our  undeutaud- 
ing  were  opened. 

2.  We  saw  the  Lord  standiog  upon  the  breastwork  of  the  pulpit,  be- 
fore us,  and  under  Hia  feet  was  a  paved  work  of  pure  gold  hi  color  like 
amber. 

3.  His  eyes  were  as  a  flame  of  Are,  the  hair  of  His  head  was  white 
like  the  pare  snow.  His  eonntenanee  shone  above  the  brightnevs  of  the 
snn,  aod  His  voioe  was  as  the  sonnd  of  the  rushing  of  great  waters, 
efven  the  voiee  of  Jehovah,  saying— 

4.  I  am  the  first  and  the  last.  1  am  He  who  liveth,  I  am  He  who  was 
slain,  I  am  yonr  advocate  with  the  Father. 

5.  Behold,  yoor  sins  are  forgiven  yon,  yon  are  clean  before  me,  there- 
fore lift  up  yoar  beads  and  rejoice. 

6.  L«'t  the  hearts  of  your  brethren  rejoice,  and  let  the  hearts  of  aU 
my  people  rejoiee,  who  have,  with  their  might,  bnilt  this  house  to  my 
name. 

7.  For  V)e!mlfl.  I  have  accepted  this  house,  and  my  name  shall  be 
here,  and  I  will  manifest  my>-elf  to  my  people  in  mercy  in  this  House. 

8.  Yea,  I  will  appear  unto  my  servants,  anil  ^pt'ak  unto  them  with 
mine  own  voice,  if  my  people  will  keep  my  command meuU,  and  do  not 
pollute  this  holy  house. 

9.  Yea  the  hearts  of  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  shall  {greatly  re- 
joice in  consequence  of  the  l)lessings  which  shall  lie  [loured  out.  and  the 
endowment  with  which  my  servants  have  been  endowed  in  this  house; 

10.  And  the  fame  of  this  house  shall  spread  to  foreign  lauds,  and  this 
is  the  beKinning  of  the  blessiug  which  shall  be  poured  out  upon  the 

<  heads  of  my  people.   Even  so.  Amen. 

11.  After  this  vbion  closed,  the  heavens  were  again  opened  nnto  ns, 
and  Moses  appeared  before  us,  and  committed  nnto  us  the  keys  of  the 

'      *  Doctrine  aud  Covenants,  sec.  ex. 
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gatheriDg  of  Israel  from  the  four  pavto  oC  tii»  earth,  and  the 
of  the  Ten  Tribes  from  the  land  of  the  north. 

12.  After  this,  £lia8  appeared,  and  committed  the  dispensation  of 
the  Gospel  of  Abraham,  saying,  that  in  us,  and  our  seed,  all  genmtr 
tkms  after  na  afamild  be  bleesed. 

13.  After  thit  ▼iakm  had  eloeed,  another  great  and  i^orkms  yMm 
burst  upon  ns,  for  Elijah  the  Prophet,  who  was  taken  to  heami  withent 
tastiniT  death,  stood  before  as,  and  said — 

14tt  Behold,  the  time  has  fnlly  eome,  whieh  was  spoken  of  bj  the 
month  of  Malaohi,  testil^yinff  that  he  [Blijah]  should  be  sent  beCofe  the 
great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  eome. 

15.  To  torn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the  children,  and  the 
children  to  the  fathers,  lest  the  whole  earth  be  smitten  with  a  oqim. 

16.  Therefore  the  keys  of  this  dispensation  are  oommitted  into  jonr 
bands,  and  by  this  ye  may  know  that  the  great  and  dreadful  dajy  ef 
the  Lord  is  near,  even  at  the  doors. 

Mondaif^  4. — The  Elders  began  to  spread  abroad  in  all 

parte  of  the  land,  preaching  the  word. 

Satwrday^  9. — M3rBelf  and  the  principal  heads  of  the 
f^iT.»  Church,  acroiiij)Miiieil  the  wise  men  of  Zion, 
toz^^*""  namely,  Bi -hop  Partridge  and  his  coinKselors, 
Missouri.  Isaac  Moi'ley  and  John  Uorrill,  and  President 
W.  W.  Phelps,  on  their  way  home,  as  far  as  Chardon; 
and  after  staying  with  them  all  night,  blessed  them  in 
the  morning,  and  returned  to  Kirtland. 

Soon  after  I  wrote  an  article  for  the  Messenger  <md  Adwh 
ca<e,  whieh  was  published  in  the  April  number  as  follows:— 


The  Prophet's  Vietoa  on  Abolition. 


•  Brother  Oliter  Cowder^ff 

Dear  Sib: — ^This  place  [Kirtland]  having  recently  been  Tisited  by  a 
ffeotleman  who  adroeated  the  prineiples  or  doetrines  of  tiiosa  who  ars 
cttlled  Abolitionists,  and  his  presenee  having  ereated  an  interest  in  that 
snbjeet,  if  yon  deem  the  following  refleetions  of  any  serriee,  or  think 
they  wiU  have  a  tendency  to  oorreet  the  opiniona  of  the  Sontheni  pub- 
lie,  relative  to  the  views  and  sentiments  I  entertiUn,  as  an  indivtdnal, 
and  whieh  I  am  able  to  say  from  personal  knowledge  are  the  sentiBents 
of  others,  yon  are  at  liberty  to  give  them  pnblieity  fai  the  eolnmns  of 
the  Advocate,    In  one  reepeot  I  am  prompted  to  this  eonrse  in  eonse 
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<juence  of  many  EUlers  havinj^  g^oiie  into  the  Southern  States,  besides 
thore  beiriir  now  many  in  that  country  who  have  already  embraced  the 
fulness  of  the  Gospel,  as  revealed  through  the  Book  of  Mormon.  I 
have  learned  by  experience  that  the  enemy  of  trath  does  not  slumber, 
nor  ooMe  hii  exertioiis  to  bias  tlie  minds  of  oonnnniiitios  af^ainat  tho 
oervanta  of  the  Lord,  by  atirriog  up  the  indiKnation  of  men  npon  all 
matters  of  importanoe  or  tntereat;  therefore  I  fear  that  the  aoond 
mi^t  fso  out,  that  ^'an  AboUtioiiist*'  had  held  forth  several  times  to 
this  eommaaity,  and  that  the  pnblie  feeling  was  not  aroused  to  ereate 
mobs  or  distmbaaees,  leavinir  the  impression  that  all  he  said  was  eon- 
evrred  in,  and  reeeived  as  Gospel,  and  the  word  of  salvation.    I  am 
happy  to  say  that  no  violence,  or  breaeh  of  the  pnblie  peace,  was  at- 
tempted; so  far  from  this,  all,  except  a  very  few,  attended  to  their 
own  vocations,  ami  left  the  gentleman  to  hold  forth  his  own  arguments 
to  nearly  naked  walls.    I  am  aware  that  many,  who  profess  to  preaeh 
the  Gtospel,  complain  ap^ainst  their  brethren  of  the  same  faith,  who  re- 
side in  the  South,  and  are  ready  to  withdraw  the  hand  of  fellowship, 
because  they  will  not  renounce  the  principle  of  slavery,  and  raise  their 
voice  aira in st  every  thintjof  tlie  kind.    Tliis  must      a  tender  point,  and 
one  which  should  call  forth  tlie  candid  relleetions  of  all  men,  and  more 
especially  before  they  advance  in  an  opposition  calculated  to  lay  waste 
the  fair  states  of  the  South,  and  let  loose  upon  the  world  a  community  of 
people,  who  mijjht,  peradventure,  overrun  our  country,  and  violtite  the 
most  sacred  principles  of  human  society,  chastity  and  virtue. 

No  one  will  pretend  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  free  states  are  as 
capable  of  hnowinf?  the  evSs  of  slavery,  as  those  who  hold  slaves.  If 
slavery  be  an  evil,  who  eoold  we  ezpeet  would  first  learn  it:  Would 
the  people  of  the  free  states,  or  the  people  of  the  slave  statest  All 
must  readily  admit,  that  the  latter  would  first  learn  this  faot.  If  the 
ftwt  were  learned  first  by  those  immediately  ooneemed,  who  would  be 
mors  eapable  than  thoy  of  preseribing  a  remedyf  And  besides,  are 
not  those  who  hold  slaves,  persons  of  ability,  diseemment  and  eandorf 
Do  they  not  expect  to  £^ve  an  account  at  the  bar  of  God  for  their  con- 
duct in  this  lifef  It  may  no  doubt  with  propriety  be  said  that  many 
who  hold  slaves  live  without  the  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes ;  but 
the  same  may  be  said  of  many  in  the  free  states.  Then  who  is  to  be 
the  jndpre  in  this  matter?  So  long,  then,  as  the  people  of  the  free 
states,  are  not  interested  in  the  freedom  of  the  slaves,  in  any  other  way 
than  upon  the  mere  abstract  principles  of  equal  ri^fhts,  and  of  the 
Gospel:  and  are  ready  to  admit  that  there  are  men  of  piety,  who  re- 
side in  the  South,  who  are  immediately  concerned,  and  until  thetf  com- 
plain and  call  for  assistance,  why  not  cease  this  clamor,  and  no  further 
urj?e  the  slave  to  a<'ts  of  murder,  and  the  master  to  vifjorous  discipline, 
rendering  both  miserable,  and  unprepared  to  pursue  that  course  which 
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might  otherwise  lead  them  both  to  better  their  eODditions?  I  do  no  be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  the  North  have  any  more  right  to  sny  that  the 
South  shall  not  hold  slaves,  than  the  South  have  to  say  the  North  .shall. 

And  further,  what  hetu  lit  will  it  ever  be  to  the  slaves  f(ir  persons 
to  run  over  the  free  states,  and  excite  indifjnation  a}?ainst  tln  ir  rnn>Ter- 
in  thi'  minds  of  thousands  and  tons  of  tliousands.  who  unilerstari<l  nulb- 
inp  relative  to  their  eireiitnstances,  or  conditions?  I  nn  an  j>articu- 
larly  those  who  have  never  travt  h  d  in  the  South,  and  who  in  all  iheir 
lives  have  scarcely  ever  seen  a  nepro. 

How  any  community  can  ever  be  excited  with  the  chatter  of  such 
persons,  boys  and  others,  who  are  too  indolent  to  obtain  their  living  by 
honest  industry,  and  are  incapable  of  purtntng  any  occupation  of  a 
professional  natnve,  is  nnaeconntable  to  me;  and  when  I  see  persons 
m  the  free  states,  sifpiingdoenmentB  against  sUvery,  it  is  oo  leas,  in 
my  mind,  than  an  army  of  Inflnenoe,  and  a  declaration  of  boetUities, 
against  the  people  of  the  South.  What  oonrse  can  sooner  divide  onr 
nnionf 

After  having  expressed  myself  so  freely  npon  this  subject,  I  do  not 
doubt,  but  those  who  have  been  forward  in  raising  their  vdoes  against 

the  South,  will  cry  out  against  me  as  beinj:r  uncharitable,  uufeelinfir,  un- 
kind, and  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  Gospel  of  Chri.st.  It  is  my 
privilege  then  to  name  certain  passages  from  the  Bible,  and  examine 
the  teachings  of  the  ancients  upon  the  matter  as  the  fact  is  incontro- 
vertible that  the  first  mention  we  have  of  slavery  is  found  in  the  Holy 
Bible,  pronounced  by  a  man  who  was  perfect  in  his  generation,  and 
walked  with  God.  And  so  tar  from  that  prediction  bein^j  averse  to  the 
mind  of  (iod,it  remains  as  a  lastin^r  monument  of  the  decree  of  .leli(»vah. 
to  the  shame  and  confusion  of  ail  who  have  cried  out  against  the  South, 
in  conse(|u»'nce  of  their  holding  the  sons  of  Kara  in  servitude.  **And 
he  said,  rursed  be  Canaan;  a  servant  of  servants  shall  he  \>o  nuXo  his 
brethren."  "Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  8hem;  and  Cuuaau  shall  be 
his  servant"  (Geu.  ix.  25,  20). 

Trace  the  history  of  the  world  from  this  notable  event  down  to  this 
day,  and  yon  will  find  the  fulfilment  of  this  singular  prophecy.  What 
could  have  been  the  design  of  the  Almighty  in  this  singular  oeonr- 
renoe  is  not  for  me  to  say;  but  I  can  say,  the  curse  is  not  yet  taken 
off  from  the  sons  of  Canaan,  neither  will  be  until  it  is  affected  by  as 
great  a  power  as  caused  it  to  come;  and  the  people  who  interfere  the 
least  with  the  purposes  of  God  in  thb  matter,  will  come  under  the  least 
condemnation  before  Him;  and  those  who  are  determined  to  punno  a 
course,  which  shows  an  '^p[)osition,  and  a  feverish  restlessness  against 
the  decrees  of  the  Lord,  will  learn,  when  perhaps  it  is  too  late  for 
their  own  good,  that  God  can  do  His  own  work,  without  the  aid  of  tboae 
who  are  not^  dictated  by  His  counsel. 
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I  mtut  not  iMSii  orer  a  notice  of  the  history  of  Abraham,  of  whom 
BO  mneh  is  spoken  in  the  Seriptore.   If  we  can  credit  the  account,  God 

convers(>(l  with  him  from  time  to  time,  and  directed  him  in  the  way  he 
ahonld  walk,  saying,  am  the  Almighty;  \^alk  before  me,  and  be 
thon  perfect."  Paul  says  the  Gospel  was  preached  to  this  man.  And 
it  is  further  said,  that  he  had  sheep  and  oxen,  men-servants  and  maid- 
servants, etc.  From  this  I  coneludf,  that  if  the  principle  had  been  an 
evil  (tne,  in  the  midst  of  tin-  cninmutiieations  made  to  this  holy  man,  he 
would  li.'tvo  been  instructed  to  that  elYeet,  and  if  he  was  instructed  ajxainst 
boldin^;  men-servants  and  niaid-servauts,  he  never  ceased  to  do  it;  con- 
sequently must  have  ineurnd  the  displeasure  of  the  Lord,  and  thereby 
lost  His  blessings;  which  was  not  the  fact. 

Some  may  ur^e  that  the  names  man-servant  and  maid-servant,  only 
mean  liired  persons,  wiio  were  at  liberty  to  leave  their  nuisters  or  em- 
ployers at  any  time.  But  we  can  easily  settle  this  point,  by  turning  to 
the  history  of  Abraham's  descendants,  when  governed  by  a  law  from 
the  mouth  of  Jehovah  Himself.  I  know  that  when  an  Israelite  bad  been 
brooght  into  servitude,  in  consequence  of  debt,  or  otherwise,  at  the 
seventh  year  be  went  from  the  task  of  his  former  master,  or  employer; 
bnt  to  no  other  peo|>le  or  nation  was  this  granted  in  the  law  of  Israel. 
And  if  after  a  man  had  served  six  years,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  free, 
then  the  master  was  to  bring  him  unto  the  jndgee— bore  his  ear  with 
an  awl,  and  that  man  was  **to  serve  him  forever."  The  conclusion  I 
draw  from  this,  is,  that  this  people  were  led  and  governed  by  revelation, 
and  if  such  a  law  was  wrong,  Ood  only  is  to  be  blamed,  and  abolition- 
ist s  are  not  responsible. 

Now,  before  proceedii^  any  farther,  I  wish  to  ask  one  or  two  ques- 
tioiui:  Were  the  Apostles  men  of  God,  and  did  they  preach  the  Gospelt 
I  have  no  doubt  that  those  who  )<elieve  the  Bible,  will  admit  that  they 
were;  and  that  they  also  knew  the  mind  and  will  of  God  conceminpr 
what  they  wrote  to  the  churches,  which  tiiey  were  instrumental  in 
builditifr  up.  This  beinp  admitted,  the  matter  can  be  put  to  rest  with- 
out mui  h  arfrument.  if  we  l(»ok  at  a  few  iten)s  in  the  New  Testament. 
Paul  says:  "Servants,  l)C  obedient  to  them  that  are  your  masters  ac- 
cordiii'JT  to  the  llesh.  with  fear  and  trerablinp.  in  sinj^h  ness  of  your 
heart,  as  unto  Christ;  not  with  eyeserviee  as  men-ph  asers;  but  as  the 
servants  of  Christ,  doing  the  will  of  God  from  the  heart;  with  good 
will  doinfi:  service,  as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  to  men:  knowing  that 
whatsoever  good  thing  any  man  doeth,  the  nune  shall  be  rrf*eived  of 
the  Lord,  whether  he  be  bond  or  free.  And,  ye  masters,  do  tii«.  jame 
things  unto  them,  forbearing  threatening:  knowing  that  your  Master 
also  is  in  heaven;  neither  is  there  respect  of  persons  with  him'*  (Eph. 
vi:  5,  6,  7,  8,  9).  Here  b  a  lesson  which  might  be  profitable  for  all 
to  learn;  and  the  principle  upon  which  the  Church  was  anciently 
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governed,  is  so  plainly  eet  forth,  that  an  eye  of  truth  might  aee  aad 

understand.  Here  certainly,  are  repreeented  the  master,  and  eenrant; 
and  so  far  from  instructions  to  the  servant  to  leave  his  master,  ho  ia 
commanded  to  be  in  obedience,  as  unto  the  Lord;  the  master  in  tarn, 
is  reqaired  to  treat  him  with  kindness  before  God ;  understanding,  at 
the  same  time,  that  he  is  to  give  an  account.  The  hand  of  fellowahip 
is  not  withdrawn  from  him  in  consequence  of  his  havincr  servants. 

The  same  writer,  in  his  first  epistle  to  Timothy,  the  sixth  chapter,  and 
the  tirst  five  verses,  says,— "Let  as  many  servants  as  are  under  the 
yoke  count  their  own  masters  worthy  of  all  honor,  that  the  name  of 
God  and  His  doctrine  be  not  blasphemed.  And  they  that  have  believ- 
ing masters,  let  them  not  despise  them,  l)e(  ause  they  are  brethren;  Vjut 
rather  do  them  .service,  because  they  are  faithful  and  beloved,  par- 
takers of  the  benefit.  These  things  teach  and  exhort.  If  any  man 
teach  otherwise,  and  consent  not  to  wholesome  words,  even  the  words 
of  our  Lord  Jeans  Christ,  and  to  the  doctrine  whiefa  Is  according  to 
godliness;  he  is  proud,  knowing  nothing,  but  doling  about  questioiia 
and  strifes  of  words,  whereof  eometh  envy,  strife,  railings,  efvil  sbt' 
misings,  penrerse  disputings  of  men  of  oormpt  minds,  and  deatitiite  of 
the  truth,  supposing  that  gain  is  godliness:  from  sueh  withdraw  thgr- 
self."  This  is  so  petfeetly  plain,  that  I  see  no  need  of  eomment.  The 
Scripture  stands  for  itself;  aad  I  believe  that  these  men  wwe  better 
qoaliiied  to  teach  the  will  of  Ood.  than  all  the  abditionistsiii  the  world. 

Before  closing  this  communication,  I  beg  leave  to  drt^  a  word  to  tho 
traveling  Elders.  Yon  know,  brethren,  that  great  responsilnlity  rests 
upon  you;  and  that  you  are  accountable  to  Qod,  for  all  you  teach  th« 
world.  In  my  opinion,  you  will  do  well  to  search  the  Book  of  Cov- 
enants, in  which  you  will  see  the  belief  of  the  Church,  concemio|f 
masters  and  servants.  All  men  are  to  be  taught  to  repent;  but  we 
have  no  ripht  to  interfere  with  slaves,  contrary  to  the  mind  and  will  of 
their  masters.  In  %ct  it  would  be  much  better,  and  more  prudent,  not 
to  preaeh  at  all  to  slaves,  until  after  their  ma.sters  are  converted,  and 
then  teach  the  masters  to  use  them  with  kindness;  lememberinp-  tliat 
they  are  acc-ountable  to  God.  aiul  the  .servants  are  bound  to  serve  their 
masters  with  singleness  of  heart,  without  murmuriujir. 

I  do  most  sincerely  hope  that  no  one  who  is  authorized  from  this 
Church  to  preach  the  Gospel,  will  so  fardepazt  from  the  Scriptures, 
to  be  found  stirring  up  strife  and  sedition  against  our  brethren  of  the 
South.  Having  spoken  frankly  and  freely,  I  leave  all  in  the  hands  «C 
God,  who  will  dhreet  all  things  for  His  glory,  and  the  aeeomplishnaai 
of  His  work.  Praying  that  Qod  may  spare  von  to  do  nniehgood  In  this 
life,  I  subseribe  myself  your  brother  in  the  Lord, 

JoBiPH  SioTB,  Jmr* 

I 

•  I 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

TBBDIGnON  OF  THB  FBOPHBT'S  OBANDPABBKTS  —  AGITATION 
FOB  THB  BBMOYAL  OF  THB  SAINTS  FBOH  CLAT  COUNTT, 
MI880UBI. 

The  remainder  of  this  month  [April]  and  May  also, 

was  devoted  to  the  spiritual  interests  of  the  brethren; 
and  particularly  in  devi&iug  ways  and  means  to  build  up 
Kirtland. 

May  10. — Brother  Heber  C.  Kimball  came  to  me  for 
oounsel,  to  know  whether  he  should  go  into  the  vineyard 
to  proclaim  the  Gk)spel,  or  go  to  school.  I  told  ,  ^ 

•  ,  .1       11       *       «       « <•    «  Labors  of 

him  he  might  do  either  that  he  should  choose,  Eider^Heber 
for  the  Lord  would  bless  him.  He  chose  to  go 

into  the  vineyard;  and  injiiMdiately  went  down  through 
the  State  of  New  York,  into  Wrniont,  his  native  State. 
He  stopped  a  short  time,  and  then  returned  to  the  city  of 
Ogdensburg,  on  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  where  he  built 
up  a  Church  of  twenty  members.  When  about  leaving 
that  place,  my  father,  and  uncle  John  Smith,  came  to  him, 
and  blessed  the  Church  with  patriarchal  blessings.  When 
they  came  to  Brother  Kimball,  they  were  very  much  de- 
pressed in  spirits,  for  when  they  came  through  the  town 
of  Potsdam,  their  Brother  Jesse  Smith,  having  a  s])ite 
against  them  in  consequence  of  their  religion,  swore  out 
an  execution  against  my  father,  and  levied  upon  his  horse 
and  wagon;  and  to  settle  the  affair,  and  get  out  of  his 
dutches,  my  uncle,  Silas  Smith,  (who  had  returned  to 
that  place  on  private  business)  stepped  forward  and  paid 
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t\ity  dollars,  in  order  that  they  might  pursue  their  journey 
home. 

May  16. — ^President  Oliver  Cowdery  having  preferred, 
to  the  High  Council,  a  charge  of  nnohristianlike  conduct 
Deauofcwitii  ^^^'^st  Wilkins  J.  Salisbory,  the  Oonncil 
SondryTruw-  assembled  ill  tin*  Lord's  House,  wheu  it  was 
]»i  ovt'(l  that  lie  liad  so  eoiidii(,*t(Ml  himself  as  to 
briiif^  uniHMcssary  persecution  on  me;  that  he  had  neij- 
leeted  his  family,  leaving  them  without  wood,  without 
provisions,  or  telling  them  where  he  was  going,  or  when 
he  would  return;  that  he  used  strong  drink  and  had  been 
intimate  with  other  women. 

Elder  Salisbury  confessed  his  propensity  for  tale-bearing, 
and  drinkin*;  stron*c  liquor,  but  denied  the  other  charp:es. 
The  Council  decideil  that  he  eould  no  longer  be  an  Eld»^r 
or  member  iu  the  Church  until  there  was  a  thorough 
reformation. 

Charges  of  unchristianlike  conduct  were  also  preferred 
against  Sisters  Hannah  Brown,  and  L.  Elliot.  They 
confessed  they  had  been  guilty  of  telling  falsehoods. 

The  Council  re}>roved  them,  but  permitted  them  to  re- 
tain their  standing  in  tin*  Church. 

The  Council  tiieu  withdrew  fellowship  from  Elder 
Charles  Kelly.* 

My  cousin,  Elias  Hmith,  arrived  from  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York,  with  the  information  that  his  father 
and  family,  and  Uncle  Silas  and  famOy,  were  ontheir 
way  to  Eirtland,  and  that  my  grandmother  [Mary  Duty 
Smith,  wife  of  Asael  Smith]  was  at  Fairport. 

17. — 1  went  in  company  with  my  brother  Hyi  um, 
Arrival  of  carriage  to  Fairport,  and  brought  home 

i^Hufi^s^n***  Ki'iiii<l'ii^>t''<^'i%  Mary  Smith,  aged  ninety- 
Kirtiami.  three  years.  She  had  not  been  baptized,  on 
account  of  the  opposition  of  Jesse  Smith,  her  eldest  son, 
who  has  always  been  an  enemy  to  the  work.    She  had 

*  Charles  Kelly  wax  a  member  of  Zion'H  Camp,  mHo  a  member  of  the  ftrst  <40oruai 
of  Seventy.     UiH  offenaec  are  named  at  page  444. 
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coiiio  live  hundred  miles  to  see  her  cliildren,  and  knew  all 
of  US  slie  had  ever  seen.  She  was  much  pleased  at  being 
introduced  to  her  ^reat  grand-chii<lien,  and  expressed 
much  pleasure  and  gratification  on  seeing  me. 

My  ffraudfather,  Asael  Smith,  lonir  ago  predicted  that 
there  would  be  a  prophet  raised  up  in  his  family,  and  my 
grandmother  was  fully  satisfied  that  it  was  fulfilled  in 
me.  My  grandfather  Asael  died  in  East  Stockholm,  St. 
Lawrence  county,  New  York,  after  having  received  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  an<l  read  it  nearly  through;  and  he  de- 
clai  ed  that  I  was  the  very  Prophet  that  he  had  long  known 
would  come  in  his  family. 

On  the  18th,  my  uncle  Silas  Smith  and  family  arrived 
from  the  east.  My  father,  three  of  his  brothers,  and  their 
mother,  met  the  first  time  for  many  years.  It  was  a 
happy  day,  for  we  had  long  prayed  to  see  our  grand- 
mother an<l  uncles  in  the  Church. 

On  May  27,  after  a  few  days'  visit  with  her  children, 
which  she  enjoyed  extremely  well,  my  grandmother  fell 
asleep  without  sickness,  pain  or  regret.  She  ^ 
breathed  her  last  about  sunset,  and  was  buried  ti-.  i >r  .ph.  t  s 
in  the  burial  ground  near  the  Temple,  after  a  ^'^  ''""^ 
funeral  address  had  been  delivered  by  Sidney  Bigdon.* 
She  had  buried  one  daughter,  Sarah;  two  sons,  Stephen 
and  Samuel;  and  her  husljand,  who  died  October  ',]0^  18.*J0, 
and  left  five  sons  and  three  daugliters  still  living.  At  the 
death  of  my  grandfather,  who  had  kept  a  record,  there 
were  one  hundred  and  ten  children,  grand  children  and 
great-grand  children.  My  uncle  Stephen,  and  aunt 
Sarah,  were  buried  side  by  side  in  the  burial  grounds  in 
Royalton,  Windsor  county,  Vermont.  Stephen  died  July 
25th,  1802,  aged  seventeen  years,  three  months,  and 
eleven  days. 

May  23» — The  case  of  Elder  Charles  Kelly  was  again 

•'*8he  died  flm  In  lh«  fktth  of  th«  Gospel,  although  the  bad  never  yielded 
ebedleoee  le  Mixef  Ite  ordlaaiiees."— JSTut.  o/CAe  PnpM  Jo§fpht  6y  timUh, 
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brought  before  the  High  Couueil,  then  iu  session,  and  it 
was  proved  that  he  left  his  family  in  a  desti- 
8w  ''wiriiiTT  conditioii,  about  the  time  of  the  solemn 
assembly,  which,  together  with  other  un* 
chriBtianlike  eonduet,  led  the  Goundl  to  deeide  that  he  be 
expelled  from  the  Church. 

Also  Asael  Perry  was  cut  off  from  the  Church  for  un- 
christianlike  couduct. 

Job  L.  Lewis  was  excommunicated,  for  treating  the 
Church  with  contempt. 

>  Jfoy  ^7. — ^Died,  in  Kirtland,  Miss  Mary  Smith,  in 
the  thirty-fifth  year  of  her  age.  The  deceased  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  died  in 

the  triumphs  of  faith. 

June  2. — President  Phelps  wrote  a  letter  from  LiK)erty, 
Missouri,  to  President  Oliver  Cowdery,  from  which  1 
make  the  following  extracts; 

LetUr/rom  W,  W.  PAeljM  IP     Bnihrm  m  Kviikmd. 

Since  I  retorned  home  to  Mistoari,  I  have  been  out  on  two  expe- 
ditions, ezftmintng  the  regions  of  the  "Far  West.**  Soon  after  oar 
retam,  Bishop  Partridire  and  myself  passed  from  Liberty  to  tho  north- 
west eomer  itf  Clay  eonnty,  and  enmined  the  mills  and  streams*  and 
oonntry  aroand  Mr.  Smith's,  generally  denominated  "Yankee  Smith.** 
It  is  enstomary,  yon  know,  for  the  sake  of  jNWMeialiMh  amon^  nations, 
kindreds  and  people,  to  niek-name  [people]  by  their  religion,  or  provinee 
or  aaeestiy ;  so  that  one  ean  be  distingnished  by  being  an  Israslita, »  Ca- 
naanite,  a  Christian,  a  "Mormon,**  a  Methodist,  or  a  Com  Craeker,  or  n 
Mighty  Hanter,  &c.,  aoeording  to  faney  or  favor. 

From  Mr.  Smithes,  we  proceeded  north-easterly,  through  somo 
timber  and  some  prairie  to  Plattsbargr,  the  county  seat  for  Clinton 
eonnty,  "a  smart  little  town,'*  containing  from  fifteen  to  twenty  hewed 
log  cabins,  and  a  two-story  court  house,  thirty-two  feet  square.  This 
town  is  located  on  the  west  side  of  Hor.-^e  and  Smith's  fork  of  the  Little 
IMntte,  contiguous  to  the  timber  on  these  streams,  twenty-five  miles 
north  of  Liberty.  The  timber,  mill,  and  water  privileges  may  answer 
a  very  sm.ill  population,  but  for  a  larfife  population  they  would  be 
nothing.  There  are  now  three  stores,  and  soon  will  be  four.  Clinton 
county  is  mostly  prairie,  with  here  and  there  a  ftnv  frint^t^s  or  spots  of 
timber  on  the  creeks  that  run  into  the  Little  Platte  and  Grand  Hiver. 
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From  this  town  we  made  the  best  coarse  we  could  to  the  waters  of 
Grand  River.  We  had  a  "sort  o£  road"  towards  Busby  Fork,  then  we 
had  to  contend  with  uaked  prairie,  patches  of  scrubby  timber,  deep 
banked  creeks  and  branches,  together  with  a  rainy  morninp.  and  no 
compass;  but  with  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  we  came  to  "some  house'* 
in  the  atternoon,  and  pa.ssed  into  Ray  county.  On  Shoal  creek,  where 
there  is  water,  there  are  some  tolerable  mill  sites;  but  the  prairies — 
those  "old  clearings,"  peering  one  over  another,  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
glance,  tlatten  all  common  calculation  as  to  timber  for  boards,  rails,  or 
future  wants,  for  a  thick  population,  according  to  the  natural  reason- 
ing of  men. 

What  the  dtngn  of  oor  hemiily  Father  waa»  or  it,  as  to  thaaa  ¥aat 
iwairies  of  the  Far  Weet,  I  know  no  further  than  we  have  revelation. 
The  Book  of  llonnon  tenna  them,  the  land  of  desolation;  and  when 
I  get  into  a  pnurie  ao  laige  that  I  am  oat  of  sight  of  limber,  jnst  as  a 
seaman  is  *'oat  of  sight  of  land  on  the  ocean,**  I  hare  to  ezelaim* 
What  are  man  and  his  woi^,  eompared  with  the  Almighty  and  His 
ereationat  Who  hath  viewed  His  ererlaatingfleldst  Who  hath  eoonted 
His  buifaloesf  Who  hath  seen  all  His  deer  on  a  thousand  prairies?  The 
pinks  variegate  these  wide-spread  lawns,  without  the  hand  of  man  to  aid 
them,  and  the  bees  of  a  thousand  groves  banquet  on  the  flowers,  un- 
observed, and  sip  the  honey-dews  of  heaven.  Nearly  every  skirt  of 
timber  to  the  state  line  on  the  north,  I  am  informed,  has  some  one  in 
it.  The  back  settlers  are  generally  very  honorable,  and  more  hos- 
pitable ttian  any  people  I  ever  saw,  you  are  in  most  instances,  welcome 
to  the  best  tbey  have. 

W.  W.  PUKLPS. 


The  High  Coimoil  aasembled  in  the  Lord's  house  in 
EirUand  on  the  16th  of  Jnne,  Presidents  Sidney  Bigdon, 
and  Frederick  G.  \niliams  presiding,  to  in- 
vestigate the  charges  of  ''A  want  of  benev-    JiTAy uwru 
olence  to  the  poor,  and  charity  to  the  Church,"  wtthyT** 
which  I  had  previously  preferred  against  Broth- 
er Preserved  Hairifl  and  Elder  Isaac  Mc Withy.  After 
a  full  and  lengthy  investigation,  the  C!ottneil  decided  that 
the  charges  were  fully  sustained  against  Preserved  Harris^ 
and  that  the  hand  of  fellowship  be  withdrawn  from  him^ 
until  he  shall  see  that  the  course  he  is  pursuing  is  con- 
trary to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus. 

In  the  pleas  of  the  Counciloi's,  in  the  case  of  Elder  Mc- 
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Withy,  they  decided  that  the  charges  had  been  folly  sus- 
tained; after  which,  I  spoke  in  ray  turn  as  accuser,  and 
stated  that  I  called  on  the  accused,  in  company  with 
President  Oliver  Cowdery,  for  money  to  send  up  to  Ziou, 
but  could  get  none;  afterwards  saw  him,  and  asked  him 
if  he  would  sell  his  farm.  He  at  first  seemed  williii|i^,  and 
wished  to  build  up  Zion.  He  pleaded  excuse  in  conse- 
quence of  his  liberality  to  the  poor.  We  offered  him  three 
thousand  dollars  for  his  farm,  would  give  him  four  or  five 
hundred  dollars  to  take  him  to  Zion,  and  settle  him  there, 
and  an  oblit^ation  for  the  remainder,  with  good  security 
and  interest.  lie  went  and  toM  Father  Lyon  that  we  de- 
manded all  his  pi*operty,  and  so  we  lost  four  or  five 
hundred  dollars;  because  the  accused  told  him  [Lyon]  such 
a  story,  [that]  he  calculated  to  keep  it  [the  aforesaid  four 
or  five  hundred  dollars]  himself. 

The  accused,  Elder  McWithy,  arose  and  said  it  was  the 
first  time  he  had  been  called  u})()n  to  clear  himself  before 
a  High  Council.  He  complained  of  iKMnjr  called  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  the  (lospel,  before  the  Council.  The  pres- 
ident decided  that  as  the  case  was  now  before  the  Council, 
this  plea  could  not  now  be  urged,  but  should  have  been 
made  in  the  beginning.  Elder  McWithy  pleaded  that  he 
had  relieved  the  wants  of  the  poor,  and  did  so  many  good 
things  that  he  was  astonished  that  he  should  hear  such 
things  as  he  had  heard  today,  because  he  did  not  give 
all  he  had  got  to  one  man.  If  he  had  done  wrong  he 
asked  forgiveness  of  God  and  the  Church. 

During  the  quarter  ending  the  3rd  of  June,  ISHf),  two 
hundred  and  forty-four  Elders',  eleven  Priests',  three 
Teachers',  and  five  Deacons'  licenses  were  recorded  in 
the  license  Records,  in  Ku'tland,  Ohio. 
Departure  — father  and  Uncle  John  Smith 

^    ^    started  on  a  mission  to  visit  the  branches 

Patriarch  rad       „      ,  ,      .        ,  t-i 

4obn8initii  of  the  Church  in  the  Eastern  States,  to 
^  *  *  set  them  in  order,  and  confer  ou  the 
brethren  their  patriarchal  blessings.    I  took  my  mother 
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and  Aunt  Clarifisa  (my  Uncle  John's  wife,)  in  a  carriage, 
and  accompanied  them  to  Painsville,  where  we  procured 

a  hottle  of  wine,  broke  l)read,  ate  and  drank,  and  parted 
after  the  ancient  order,  with  the  blessings  of  God. 

June  2<s.  -FAder  Warren  Parrish  wrote  from  Hickman 
county,  Tennessee,  stating  that: — 

Many  citizens  of  the  county  of  Benton,  and  some  of  Carroll  had  uaet 
ID  convention,  headed  by  a  Methodist  priestt  who  was  called  to  the 
ehair,  and  the  oouoty  clerk  appointed  eeeretary.  They  drew  up  veso- 
latione  to  drive  all  the  **Mormon  preaehen  from  theur  coast,"  signed 
by  the  sherilf  and  many  who  were  sworn  to  be  civil,  peaoe-oflbers;  also 
colonels,  majors,  fte.  We  enjoyed  onr  meeting  unmolested  at  Brother 
Utley'Sf  on  Satiurday,  the  19th  instant.  Hundreds  had  entered  into  the 
oonspirary.  In  the  afternoon,  a  little  before  sunset,  a  company  of  some 
forty  or  fifty  men  made  their  appearanoe;  some  on  foot,  others  mounted, 
two  on  a  horiBt  with  guns,  sticks,  clubs,  Ac.  They  were  led  by  a 
sheriff,  colonel,  first  and  second  major,  other  oflicers,  and  a  Methodist 
priest,  with  a  piin  on  his  shoulder. 

The  slieriflf  iufomied  us  that  he  had  states'  warrant  for  David  W. 
Patten,  Warren  Parrish,  and  Wilford  Woodruff;  issued  on  complaint 
of  the  Methodist  priest,  Matthew  Williams,  chairman  as  above;  who 
swore  that  we  had  put  forth  the  followiup:  false  and  pretended  p;()i»lieev: 
viz.:  that  Christ  would  eotiie  the  secrnid  time  before  this  j-'  rc  lation 
passes  awHv;  also  tiiat  four  irulividuals  sliould  receive  the  Ii<>l\  (rhost 
within  four  and  twenty  hours.  The  eotnpany  eonsi>ted.  ;is  we  were 
irifornif'd,  of  Baptists,  Methodists,  Pn  shyterians,  liars,  di  uiikaids.  ho^ 
Hud  linrsi'  thieves.  80  detertnin<'<l  wer'e  tlu'V,  to  foi'ce  us  off  at  that 
late  hour,  that  it  was  with  much  tlitlicuhy  we  could  prevail  on  theui  to 
show  us  any  lenity;  however,  they  protracted  the  time  of  our  appear- 
ance at  court  until  Tuesday  by  g^iviui^  our  bond,  with  surety  of  two 
brethren,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  doUars. 

They  intended  to  have  led  us  into  the  woods,  under  the  dark  curtain 
of  night,  wirh  the  pretension  of  taking  us  before  the  magistrate  that 
they  might  the  better  execute  their  diabolical  designs  upon  us. 

On  Tuesday,  in  company  with  about  twenty  brethren  and  warm 
friends,  who  were  ready  and  willing  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  us,  we 
went  before  our  rulers,  and  found  about  one  hundred  persons  assembled, 
armed  with  guns,  pistols,  dirks,  dubs,  sticks,  Ac.  At  a  late  hour  we 
prevailed  on  the  sheriff  to  have  the  court  called,  which  consisted  of 
three  msgistrstes.  one  of  whom  was  rejected  from  the  judgment-seat, 
beoaose  some  of  his  family  were  members  of  our  Church. 
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The  sheriff,  with  leave  of  court,  divested  us  of  our  arms,  consihtingr 
of  walking  sticks  and  a  pocket  knife.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Per- 
kins, (who  report  says,  had  run  his  county  for  hog  stealing,  and  also 
had  been  guilty  of  concealing  a  stolen  horse,  for  which  he  had  lost  part 
of  his  nom,)  was  appointed  by  the  eonrt  to  aet  aa  atatea*  attorney;  or 
in  other  worda  mob  solicitor-general,  to  abase  the  innocent  and  screen 
the  guilty. 

After  the  conspirators  had  witnessed  against  ns,  the  cout  refused  to 
hear  any  testimony  on  our  part,  being  controlled  by  the  bandits.  Per- 
kins made  a  plea  against  ns,  bnt  we  were  not  permitted  to  reply.  The 
verdict  of  the  eonrt  was,  that  they  eondnded  that  the  charges  preferrec 
against  us,  had  been  sustained,  and  that  we  were  bound  over  to 
court  for  trial.  Our  accusers  did  not  attempt  to  prove  that  those  who 
were  promised  the  Holy  Ghost  did  not  receive  it;  and  the  candid  can 
jndge  whether  he  who  prophesies  that  Christ  will  come  the  second  time 
in  this  generation,  is  a  false  prophet.  Also  our  complainant  testified 
that  these  crimes  were  committed  in  1834,  and  it  is  a  well  known  fact 
that  Elder  Woodruff,  whose  name  is  on  the  warrant,  (thouj^h  not  ar- 
rested,) was  not  in  this  state  until  1835.  8o  much  for  an  oath  from  a 
Methodist  priest. 

While  the  court  was  preparinprour  bond-*,  anotlier  warrant  was  served 
on  Elder  Patten;  the  mob  without,  and  the  mob  within,  whose  iuloxi- 
catinf^  zeal  had  arisen  to  its  zenith,  were  threatening  our  lives,  and 
seemed  only  to  wait  the  dark  shades  of  night,  which  were  fast  j;ather- 
insr  round,  to  cover  them,  while  they  should  wreak  their  hands  in  our 
blood;  the  influence  of  our  friends,  as  instruments  in  the  hands  of  onr 
God,  kept  this  gathering  storm  from  bursting  upon  onr  heads.  About 
this  time  the  sheriff  proposed  to  ns  that  If  we  would  leave  the  county 
in  ten  days,  and  pay  the  cost,  they  would  set  us  at  liberty;  at  the  sane 
time  informing  ns  it  was  the  only  way  to  escape  the  hands  of  the  mob, 
who  were  hardly  restrained  from  acts  of  violence.  One  of  the  brethren 
present  offered  to  pay  the  coat,  and  all  advised  us  to  accept  the  offer; 
which,  in  itself,  proved  that  we  were  innocent  of  any  crime,  although 
in  itA  nature  most  insulting. 

(Signed,)  Wabhsk  Parbisb. 

Minutes  of  a  Public  Meeting  at  JLtderly,  Miuouri, 

On  the  29th  of  June,  a  respectable  number  of  the  citizens  being 
previously  notified  of  the  meeting,  met  at  the  court-house,  in  the  town 
of  Liberty,  Missouri.  On  motion,  John  Bbd  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  John  F.  IW>herty  appointed  secretary.  The  object  of  the  meetinfr, 
was,  by  request  of  the  chair,  explained  in  a  few  appropriate  remarks, 
by  Colonel  Wood;  when  on  motion  of  Colonel  William  T.  Wood,  a  com-  j 
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mittee  of  nine  was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  this  meetinpr;  wht^reupon  the  following  gentlemen  were 
chosen  —  namely:  John  Thornton,  Esq.,  Peter  liogers,  Esq.,  Andrew 
Robertson,  Esq.,  James  T.  V.  Thompson,  Colonel  W.  T.  Wood,  Doctor 
Woodson,  J.  Moss,  James  H.  Husrhes,  Esq.,  David  R.  Atkinson,  Es<i., 
and  A.  W.  DonipbaQ,  Esq.,  who  retired  and  in  a  ahort  time  returned 
and  made,  ^rousrh  their  ehairaian.  Colonel  John  Thornton,  the  follow- 
ing nnaniauAia  report,  whioh  was  read: 

BSPOST. 

It  ia  appaieot  to  mirj  refleeting  mind  that  a  eriaia  haa  ariaen  in  thia 
flonntry,  that  reqnirea  the  deep*  eool,  diapaiaionate  oonaideration,  and 
immediate  aetion  of  every  lover  of  peaoe,  harmony  and  good  order* 
We  cannot  ooneeal  from  ouraelTea  the  fact  that  at  thb  moment  the 
ekrada  of  oivil  war  are  rolling  np  their  fearful  masses,  and  hanging 
over  our  devoted  country.  8olemn,  dark  and  terrible.  Thia  paintnl 
state  of  things  haa  been  prodooed  mainly  by  the  rapid  and  increasing 
emigration  of  that  people  commonly  called  Mormons,  during  the  last 
few  months.  It  is  known  to  all,  that  in  November,  1833,  these  people 
were  expelled  from  their  homes  in  Jackson  county,  without  money, 
without  property,  without  tlie  means  of  subsistence  for  themselves, 
their  wives  and  their  children,  and  like  Noah's  dove,  without  a  resting 
place  for  their  feet. 

They  came  to  our  county  thus  friendless  and  penniless,  seekiuj,'  (as 
they  said)  but  a  temporary  asylum  from  the  storm  of  persecution  by 
which  they  were  then  buffeted.  Their  destitute  and  miserable  con- 
dition, at  that  imlement  season  of  the  year,  excited  the  deep  sympa- 
thies of  the  philanthropic  and  hospitable  citizens  of  this  county;  and 
notwithstanding  the  thousand  reports  that  were  borne  on  the  wings  of 
the  wind,  charging  them  with  almost  every  crime  known  to  tlie  lawa  of 
ooreonntry,  yet  oor  feelings  of  kindneaa  and  aympathy  for  human 
anffering  prevailed  over  every  obatade,  and  they  were  received  with 
friendahip  and  treated  with  toleration,  and  often  with  remarka  of  pe* 
enliar  kindneea.  They  alwaya  declared  that  they  looked  not  npon  thia 
oonnty  aa  their  home,  bnt  aa  a  temporaiy  aaylnm;  and  that,  whenever 
a  reapeetable  portion  of  the  citiaena  of  thia  oonnty  ahonld  reqneat  it, 
th^  wonld  promptly  leave  na  in  peaee  aa  they  found  ua. 

That  period  haa  now  arrived.  Duty  to  ourselvea,  to  our  families,  and 
to  the  best  interests  of  our  country,  reqnirea  at  our  hands,  to  demand 
the  fulfillment  of  that  pledge.  They  are  charged  by  those  wlio  are 
r>ppr)sid  to  them  with  an  unfriendly  determination  to  violate  that  pledge. 
Their  rapid  emigration,  their  large  purohaaes,  and  offers  to  purchaae 
lands,  the  remarks  of  the  ignorant  and  imprudent  portion  of  them, 
that  thia  country  ia  destined  hiy  heaven  to  be  theira  are  received  and 
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looked  upon,  by  a  largfo  portion  of  this  community,  as  stronpr  and 
convincinfT  proofs  that  they  intend  to  make  this  county  their  pexxoJUimt 
home,  the  centre  and  treneral  rendezvous  of  their  people. 

Thex'  .lie  some  of  the  reasons  why  these  people  have  V)ceoine  obj«-ets 
of  the  deepest  liatrt'd  and  detestation  to  niaiiv  of  our  eili/.«  iis.  Th^-y 
are  eastern  men,  whose  manners,  habits,  customs,  and  t  ven  dialect,  are 
essentially  different  from  our  own.  They  are  «oj;-slavt  iiolders,  and 
opposed  to  slavery,  which  in  this  peculiar  period,  when  aboliuonistn 
has  reared  its  deformed  and  haj.'^pird  visage  in  our  land,  is  well  eaJcu- 
lated  to  excite  deep  and  abiding  prejudices  in  any  community  where 
slavery  is  tolerated  and  protected. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  they  are  eharged,  as  they  hay«  liitharto  beaa, 
with  keeping  up  a  constant  oommimieatioii  with  oor  Indian  tribes  on 
oar  frontierst  with  declarinir,  even  from  the  pulpit,  that  the  Indiana 
are  a  part  of  Ood*s  ehosen  people,  and  are  destined  by  heaven  to  in- 
herit this  land,  in  eommon  with  themselves.  We  do  not  voneb  for  the 
eorreotness  of  these  statements;  bnt  whether  they  are  tme  or  false, 
their  effect  has  been  the  same  in  ezeitinjr  oor  oommnnity.  In  times  ef 
{greater  tranquility,  such  ridioolons  remarks  mi^ht  well  be  legarded  as 
the  offsprinc^  of  frenzied  fanaticism;  but  at  this  time,  onr  defenseless 
situation  on  the  frontier,  the  bloody  disasters  of  our  fellow  eitiaena  in 
Florida,  and  other  parts  of  the  South,  all  tend  to  make  a  portion  of 
our  citisens  regard  such  sentiments  with  horror,  if  not  alarm.  These 
and  many  other  causes,  have  combined  to  raise  a  prejudice  s^inst 
them;  and  a  feeling  of  hostility,  that  the  first  spark  may,  and  we  deeply 
fear  will,  ignite  into  all  the  horrors  and  desolations  of  a  civil  war,  the 
worst  evil  that  can  befall  any  country. 

We  therefore  feel  it  our  duty  to  come  forw;ird.  as  mediators,  and 
use  every  means  in  our  powt'r  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  so  gre.nt  an 
evil.  As  the  most  efficacious  tncatis  to  arrest  the  evil,  we  urtre  on  the 
Mormons  to  use  every  means  to  put  an  inunediate  stop  to  the  emi- 
gration of  their  peoph'  to  this  county.  We  earnestly  urge  them  to 
seek  some  other  ahidiii;^  ]>hice,  where  the  manners,  the  habits,  and 
customs  of  the  people  will  be  more  consonant  with  their  own. 

For  this  purpose  we  would  advise  them  to  explore  the  territor}*  of 
Wisconsin.  This  country  is  peculiarly  suited  to  their  conditions  and 
their  wants.  It  is  almost  entirely  unsettled;  they  can  there  procure 
laise  bodies  of  land  together,  where  there  are  no  settlements,  and 
none  to  interfere  with  them.  It  is  a  teiritory  in  which  slavery  is  pro- 
hibited, and  it  is  settled  entirely  with  emiinnuiui  from  the  North  and  Bast. 

The  religious  tenets  of  this  people  are  so  different  from  the  present 
churches  of  the  age,  that  they  always  have,  and  always  will,  exdte 
deep  prejudioes  against  them  in  any  populous  country  where  they  may 
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locate.  We,  therefore,  in  a  spirit  of  frank  and  friendly  kindnesBi  do 
advise  them  to  seek  a  home  where  they  may  obtain  lai^e  and  separate 
bodies  of  land,  and  have  a  commnnity  of  their  own.  We  further  say 
to  them,  if  they  refrard  their  own  safety  and  welfare,  if  they  regard 
the  welfare  of  their  familit-s,  their  wives  and  children,  they  will  ponder 
with  deep  and  solemn  reflection  on  this  friendly  admonition. 

If  they  have  one  spark  of  ^rrntitude,  they  will  not  willingly  plnnge  a 
people  into  civil  war,  who  lit  Id  out  to  theiu  the  friendly  hand  of  assist- 
ance in  that  hour  of  dark  di>^tre>-s,  when  there  was  few  lo  say  (I(>d  save 
them.  We  can  only  say  to  tliem  if  they  still  persist  in  the  blind  course 
they  have  heretofore  followed  in  flooilinu'"  the  country  with  their  people, 
that  we  fear  and  firmly  believe  that  an  immediate  civil  war  is  the  inevi- 
table consequence.  We  know  that  there  is  not  one  among  us  who 
thirsts  tor  the  blood  of  that  people. 

We  do  not  contend  that  we  have  the  least  right,  under  the  consti- 
tntioDB  and  laws  of  the  coontry,  to  expel  them  by  foree.  Bat  we 
wold  indeed  be  blind,  if  we  did  not  foteaee  that  the  first  blow  that  is 
fltmok,  at  this  moment  of  deep  ezeitement,  mast  and  will  speedily  in- 
volve every  individual  in  a  war,  bearinfr  min,  woe,  and  desolation  in  its 
course.  It  matters  bat  little  how,  where,  or  by  whom,  the  war  may  be- 
Ipn,  when  the  workot  deatruetion  eommences,  we  mast  all  be  borne  on- 
ward by  the  storm,  or  ernshed  beneath  its  fnry.  In  a  eivil  war,  when 
oar  homes  are  the  theatre  on  whteh  it  is  foof(ht,  there  can  be  no  neutrals; 
let  oar  opinions  be  what  they  may,  we  must  fight  in  self-defense. 

We  want  nothingr.  we  ask  nothing,  we  would  have  nothing  from  this 
people,  we  only  ask  them,  for  their  own  safety,  and  for  ours,  to  take 
the  least  of  the  two  evils.  Host  of  them  are  destitute  of  land,  haire 
but  little  property,  are  late  emigrants  to  this  country,  without  relations, 
friends,  or  endearing  ties  to  bind  them  to  this  land.  At  the  risk  of 
such  in»minent  peril  to  them  and  to  us,  we  request  them  to  leave  us, 
when  their  crops  are  gathered,  their  business  settled,  and  they  have 
made  every  suitable  preparation  to  remove.  Those  who  have  forty 
acres  f>f  land,  we  are  willing  should  remain  until  tliej'  can  dispose  of 
it  without  loss,  if  it  should  nMpiire  years.  But  we  urge,  most  strongly 
urge,  tliat  emigration  cea-e,  and  «M  nse  immediately,  as  nothing  else  can 
or  will  allay  for  a  moment,  the  deep  excitement  that  is  now  uuhappiiy 
agitating  this  connnunity. 

If  the  Mormons  will  comply  with  these  friendly  re(}uisitions,  we  will 
use  every  exertion  among  our  own  citizens,  to  arrest  this  evil  before  it  is 
forever  too  late:  but  if  they  are  disregarded,  we  can  promise  neither  them 
nor  ourselves,  a  long  continuation  of  the  blessings  of  peace  and  harmony. 

1st.  Therefore  be  it  Resolved  by  this  meeting,  that  we  view  with  feel- 
ings of  the  deepest  regret  the  present  unhappy  sitnation  of  our  ooontxy. 
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2nd.  Tbat  it  is  the  flaed  Mid  wttled  wupvMitm  of  tills  meetiiiir*  ^ 
unless  the  people  oommonly  oalled  Hormons  will  agree  to  stop  im- 
mediately the  emigntion  of  their  people  to  this  eonnty,  and  tske 
measures  to  remove  themselTOS  from  it,  a  oivil  war  is  ineritable. 

3rd.  That  a  eommittee  of  ten  be  appointed  to  make  known  to  the 
leaders  of  that  people,  the  views  of  this  meeting,  and  to  urge  upon  them 
the  propriety  M  aeoeding  to  these  propositions* 

4th.  The  said  eommittee  consisting  of  Andrew  Robertson,  Hiehtst 
Arthur,  littlebnry  Sublet,  John  Baxter,  James  M.  Hughes,  W.  J.  Moss, 
John  Bird,  Peter  Rogers,  W.  T.  Wood  and  J.  T.  V.  Thompson,  who 
shall  meet  on  the  morrow  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Cowan,  and  coafer  with 
the  Mormons,  and  report  at  this  moeting,  as  soon  thereafter  as  eon- 
▼enient,  the  reply  of  the  Mormons  to  these  requisitioDs. 

5th.  That  if  the  Mormons  agree  to  these  propositions,  we  will  use 
every  means  in  our  power  to  allay  the  excitement  among:  our  own 
citizens,  and  to  pet  them  to  await  the  result  of  these  things.  Thai  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the  recent  eniiirrants  Hmavfr  the 
Mormons  should  take  measures  to  leave  this  county  immediately,  as 
they  hav«-  no  crops  on  hand,  and  nothing  to  lose  by  continuing  their 
journt  v  to  some  more  friendly  land.  On  motion  of  Wm.  T.  Wood,  the 
preamlde  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted.  Be  it  resolved 
that  this  meeting  adjourn  until  Saturday  next. 

John  Bird,  Chairman, 

John  F.  Dohertt,  Seeretary. 

Minutes  of  a  Public  Meeting  of  the  Saints  in  Clay  County ^  Mitwomif 
Held  to  Consider  the  Proposition  of  the  CtHMent  of  Clay  County  thoi 
the  Latter-day  Saints  Move  tnlo  another  JPart  of  ike  8Me, 

July  1, 1836.  At  a  very  large  meeting  of  the  BIders  of  the  Church 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  assembled  in  Clay  county,  Missouri,  W.  W. 
Phelps  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  John  Corrill  appointed  secretary. 
The  preamble  and  resolutions  from  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  was  read,  and  a  committee  of  twelve,  viz.,  Edward  Partridge, 
Isaac  Morley,  Lyman  Wight,  Thomas  B.  Marsh,  Elias  Hijrby,  Calvin 
Bebee,  Isaac  Hitchcock,  Isaac  Hijjby,  Samuel  Rent.  Titus  Billings, 
James  Emmet,  and  R.  Evans,  were  appointed,  who  retired,  and  after  a 
short  time  reported  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

IlesoJrrd,  that  we*^  the  "Mormons,"  so  called) ,  are  prratcful  for  the  kind- 
ness which  has  been  >hown  to  us  by  the  citizens  of  Clay  county  since  wo 
have  ref>i«led  wilh  thtni;  uikI  bein^r  desirous  for  peace,  and  wislnncr  the 
pood  rather  than  the  ill-will  of  mankind,  we  will  use  all  honorable  means 
to  allay  the  excitement,  and  so  far  as  we  can,  remove  any  foundation 
for  jealousies  against  us  as  a  people.    We  are  aware  thai  many  rumors 
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prejudicial  to  us  as  a  society  m  afloat,  and  time  only  can  proye  their 

falsity  to  the  world  at  lar^re. 

We  deny  havinsf  claim  to  this,  or  any  other  oonnty»  or  conntry,  fur- 
ther than  we  shall  purchase  the  land  with  moDey,  ormore  than  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  allow  us  as  free  American  citizens.  We  have  taken 
no  part  for  or  apaiiist  slavery;  but  are  opposed  to  the  abolitionists, 
and  consider  that  men  have  a  right  to  hold  slaTes  or  not,  acoord- 
inpr  to  law. 

We  believe  it  just  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
and  warn  the  righteous  to  save  themselves  from  the  corruptions  of 
the  world;  but  we  do  not  believe  it  riplit  to  interfere  with  bond- 
servants, nor  preach  the  Gospel  to  them,  nor  meddle  with  nor  iutlu- 
ence  them  in  the  least  to  cause  thtni  to  be  dissatistied  with  I  heir 
situation  in  this  life;  thereby  jeopardizing  the  lives  of  men.  iSiu  h 
interference  we  believe  to  be  unlawful  and  unjust,  and  dangerous  to 
the  peaee  of  every  govemment  allowinff  htiman  beings  to  be  held  in 
MTvitnde. 

We  deny  holding  any  eommnnioations  with  the  Indiana;  and  mean 
to  hold  onraehrea  aa  ready  to  defend  onr  eonntry  againit  their  bar- 
barooa  ravagea,  aa  any  other  people.  We  beUeve  that  all  men  ara 
bound  to  anatain  and  nphold  the  reapeetive  govemmenta  in  whieh 
they  leaide,  while  protected  in  their  inherent  and  inalienable  righta 
by  the  lawa  of  raeh  govemmenta;  and  that  aedition  and  rebellion 
are  nnbeeoming  every  eitiaen  thna  protected,  and  abould  be  pnniahed 
aoeordingly.  It  ia  needless  to  enter  into  any  further  detail  of  onr 
faith,  or  mention  our  sufferings;  therefore — 

First.  Resolved:  For  the  sake  of  friendship, and  to  be  in  a  cove- 
vantof  peace  with  the  eitisens  of  Clay  county,  and  they  to  be  in  a 
covenant  of  peaee  with  us,  notwithstanding  the  necessary  loss  of 
property,  and  expense  we  incnr  in  moving,  we  comply  with  the  re- 
quisitions of  their  resolutions  in  leaving  Clay  county,  as  explained 
by  the  preamble  accompanying  the  same;  and  that  we  will  use  our 
exertions  to  have  the  Church  do  the  same;  and  that  we  will  also 
exert  ourselves  to  stop  the  tide  of  emigration  of  our  people  to  this 
county. 

Second.  Resolved:  That  we  accept  the  friendly  offer  veibally 
tendered  to  us  by  the  coniniiifeo  yesterday,  to  assist  us  in  selecting 
a  location,  and  removing  to  it. 

Third.  Resolved,  unanimously:  That  this  meeting  accept  and 
adopt  tlie  above  preamble  uud  resolutions,  which  are  here  presented 
by  the  committee. 

Fourth.  Resolved:  That  Thomaa  B«  Marsh,  Lyman  Wight,  and 
Samuel  Bent,  be  a  committee  to  cany  the  minntea  of  these  proceed- 
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ings  to  the  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Clay  coonty,  to  be  held  tomor- 
row at  Liberty.  The  foregoing  raidliitioiii  wm  tmaiiimonsly  adopted 
by  the  meetiDg. 

W.  W.  Phblps,  Cbaimuui, 
John  Cobbill,  Secretary. 

Minutes  of  the  Second  Meeting  of  the  Citigens  of  Clay  Comnty. 

The  oitisena  of  Clay  eounty  met  porsnant  to  adjonmmeot.  The  chair- 
man and  seoretary  resumed  their  statloos,  when  the  committee  ap> 
pointed  by  the  publie  meeting  of  the  eitisena  at  the  eonrt  hou!«e,  in 
Liberty,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  reported  through  their  ohairmao,  W.  J. 
Moss,  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  Eldentof  th* 
Church  of  Latter-day  Saints,  on  the  let  instant,  whereupon  it  was 

Beeolved,  That  this  meeting  do  ru'copt  and  receive  the  reply  of  the 
Mormons  to  the  resolntion  passed  on  Wednesday,  the  29th  o£  Jane,  as 
perfectly  satisfactory. 

Be  it  further  liesfilmj  hy  this  meetinj?.  That  we  will  use  our  utmost 
endeavors  to  carry  iuto  rfFcct  the  object  contained  in  the  preamble  and 
resohuious  passed  on  Wednesday,  the  29th,  as  agreed  to  by  the 
Mornn>ns. 

Be  it  further  /^^s■(>/r^^/,  That  we  ur^re  it  on  our  fellow  citi/,»'ns  to  keep 
the  peace  towards*  the  Muruiuus,  as  good  faith,  justice,  morality  aud  re- 
lijjion  re(|uire. 

Bo  it  fui  ther  HrsolrnJ,  That  a  committee  of  ten  persons,  two  in  each 
township,  be  appointed  to  raise  money  by  subscription  to  aid  those  of 
the  Mormons  who  may  from  necessity  require  it,  to  leave  thii»  eounty. 

Seeolved,  That  Samuel  Tillery,  J«ramiahMingerand  Abraham  Sh&fer 
be  appointed  a  oommittee  to  receive  the  pecaniary  aid  by  tabaeription 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  poor  persons  that  may  belong  to  the  Mor> 
mons  in  removing  from  this  county  to  their  place  of  abode,  and  that 
the  Elders  of  the  Choroh  be  rcqnested  to  report  the  aboTc-named  per> 
sons  to  the  aforesaid  committee,  who  will  judge  of  the  pioofis  and  facta 
entitling  the  Mormons  to  pecuniary  aid,  and  appropriate  the  funda  ac- 
cordingly. 

Beeolvedt  That  the  said  committee  be  autfaonaed  to  employ  some 
suitable  person  to  accompany  those  that  may  wish  to  examine  a  new 
country.  It  is  also  understood  that  if  the  money  which  may  be  re- 
ceived by  the  committee  is  not  appropriated  for  the  purpose  abova 
named,  it  shall  be  refunded  back  in  proportion  to  the  amount  sub- 
scribed. 

Meeolred,  That  the  chair  appoint  five  persons  in  each  township  to 
carry  the  object  of  the  above  resolutions  into  effect. 

The  followiiiir  jretitlemen  were  then  appointed  in  the  different  town- 
ships: For  Liberty  township,  John  Thornton,  Joel  Tumham,  Peter 
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Bofl^ers,  John  Bird,  Dtmd  B.  Atehimn;  for  Fishioflr  Itiver.  township, 
BUsha  Cameron t  E.  Price,  O  Withers,  M.  Welton,  James  Eazey;  for 
Platte  township,  T.  C.  Gordon,  S.  Harris,  W.  Owen,  L.  BoUins,  I 
Marsh;  for  Washington  township,  B.  Biley,  8*  Crawford,  T.  Findley, 
O.  IfcUvaine,  P.  T.  G.  Bartee;  for  Gallatin  township,  D.  Dale,  N. 
Nash,  William  Todd,  B.  Bichette,  B.  Forboin. 

Be  it  further  Re$oived,  That  this  meetinff  recommend  the  Mormons  to 
the  good  treatment  of  the  oitisens  of  the  ad joininR  eonnties.  We  also 
leoommend  the  inhabitants  of  the  neii^bboriDgr  couoties  to  assist  the 
Mormons  in  selecting  some  abidinfc  place  for  their  people  where  they 
will  be,  in  a  measure,  the  only  occupants;  and  where  none  will  be 
anxious  to  molest  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  prnreedinpfs  of  this  meeting:  be  handed  over  to  the 
publishers  of  tlie  Far  West  with  a  request  that  it  be  printed,  which  was 
aaveraUy  read  and  unanimously  adopted,  and  n  eeting-  adjourned. 

John  P>iri».  ChHiimao, 
John  h\  Uoim&TY,  Secretary. 

Liberty,  July  204, 1836. 

LetUr  from  the  Bnthren  ai  Kwttand  to  the  Brethren  in  Mieeouri. 

EiKTLAMD,  July  25th,  1836. 

To  W.  W.  Phelps  and  Others: 

Dear  Bkhthkkx: — Yours  of  the  first  inst. ,  aceompHnyiiig'  the  pro- 
ceetlinpsof  a  public  meetiiip  ht^ld  l)y  (In-  pcopli- of  ( "lay  county,  wasdulj' 
received.  We  are  Horry  tiiat  this  tlisturhance  ha.s  broken  out.  but  we  do 
not  consider  it  our  fault.  You  are  better  acquainted  with  circumstances 
than  we  are,  and,  of  course,  have  becu  directed  by  wisdom  in  your 
moves  relative  to  lesviuK  the  couoty. 

We  forward  you  our  letter  to  Mr.  Thornton  and  others  that  you  may 
know  all  that  we  have  said.  We  advise  that  you  be  not  the  first  ag- 
gressors. Give  no  occasion,  and  if  the  people  will  let  you,  dispose  of 
your  property,  settle  your  aflEairs,  and  go  in  peace.  Ton  have  thus  fsr 
had  an  asylum,  and  now  seek  another,  as  God  may  direct. 

Belative  to  your  going  to  Wisconsin,  we  cannot  say,  we  should  think 
if  yon  could  stop  short,  in  peace,  you  had  better  do  so.  Ton  know  our 
fsc^gs  relative  to  not  giving  the  first  offense,  and  also  of  pfotecting 
yonr'wives  and  little  ones  in  case  a  mob  should  seek  their  lives.  We 
shall  publish  theproceediogsof  the  public  meeting, with  your  answer,  as 
well  as  our  letter.  We  mean  that  the  world  shall  know  all  things  as 
they  transpire.   If  we  are  perseciited  and  driven  men  shall  know  it. 

Be  wise;  let  prudence  dictate  all  your  counsels;  preserve' peace  with 
all  men,  if  possible;  stand  by  the  Constitution  of  yourcotintry ;  observe 
its  principles;  and  above  all,  show  yourselves  men  of  God,  worthy 
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oitizens,  and  we  doubt  not,  theoommimity,  ere  lonnf,  will  do  yon  jnsdoe* 
and  rise  in  indignation  against  those  who  are  the  instigators  of  yonr 

snffcriugs  and  afflictions. 
In  the  bonds  of  brotherly  love  we  snbsoribe  oni  selves,  as  ever, 

Joseph  Smith,  Jun., 
Sidney  Riqdon, 
Oliver  Cowdery, 
G.  F.  Williams, 
Hyrum  Smith. 

The  letter  to  M.  Thornton  referred  to  above  was  as  follows : 

ElBTLAMD,  ObaUOA  CoUMTT,  OhIO, 

Jnly  25,  1836. 

lb  John  Thornton,  Eiq„  Feter  Sogers,  Etq,,  An^^ew  BoberUonf  Etq,^ 
James  T,  V.  Thompson,  Esq,,  Colonel  William  T.  Wood,  Doctor 
Woodson,  I.  Moss,  James  H.  Hughes,  Esq.,  Xkarid,  jB.  Atchison, 
Esq,,  and  A,  W*  Doniphan,  Esq,: 

Gbmtlkmbn: — We  have  jast  perused,  with  feelings  of  deep  interest, 

an  article  in  the  Far  West,  printed  at  liberty.  Clay  county,  Missouri, 
containing  the  prooeedings  of  a  pnblie  meeting  of  the  citisehs  of  said 
eounty  on  the  subject  of  an  ezcitemeDt  now  prevailing:  among:  yon,  oc- 
casioned either  from  fnlse  reports  against  the  Church  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  or  from  the  fact  that  said  Church  is  considered  dangerous  to  the 
welfare  of  your  country;  and  will,  if  suffered  among  you  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  cause  the  ties  of  peace  and  friendship,  so  desirable 
among  all  men,  to  be  burst  asunder,  and  bring  war  and  desolation  upon 
your  own  pleasant  homes. 

While  rumor  is  afloat  with  her  accustomed  cunning,  and  while  public 
opinion  is  fast  rising,  like  a  flood  tide  against  the  members  of  the 
Church,  we  cannot  but  admire  the  candor  with  which  your  preambles 
and  resolutions  were  clothed,  as  presented  to  the  citizens  of  Clay 
ooanty  on  the  29th  of  Jnne  last;  though,  as  you  expressed  in  yonr  report 
to  said  meeting,  "We  do  not  contend  that  we  have  the  least  right,  on- 
der  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country,  to  expel  them  by  force," 
yet  communities  may  be  at  times  unexpectedly  thrown  into  a  situation 
when  wisdom,  prudence,  and  that  first  item  in  nature's  law,  self  defense, 
would  dictate  that  the  responsible  and  influential  part  [of  a  community] 
should  step  forward  and  guide  the  public  mind  in  a  course  to  save  diA* 
cnlty,  preserve  rights  and  spare  the  innocent  blood  from  staining  that 
soil  so  dearly  purchased  with  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  our  fathers.  As  you 
have  come  forward  as  **mediators^'  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood  and 
save  disasters  consequent  upon  civil  war.  we  take  this  opportunity  to 
present  to  you,  though  strangers,  and  through  you,  if  you  wish,  to  the 
people  of  Clay  county,  our  heart-felt  gratitude  for  every  kindness  ren> 
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dered  our  friends  in  afflictioD,  when  driven  from  their  peaceful  homes; 
and  to  yourselves,  also,  for  the  prudent  course  in  the  present  excited 
state  of  your  community;  but  in  doinpr  this,  justice  to  ourselves,  as 
communicants  of  that  Church  to  wliirh  our  friends  belong,  and  duty 
towards  thetn  as  ac<iuaintances  and  former  fellow  citizens,  require  us  to 
say  something:  to  exont-rate  them  from  the  foul  charges  brought  against 
them,  to  deprive  them  of  their  cou»titutional  privileges  and  drive  them 
from  the  face  of  society. 

They  have  been  olutrged,  in  consequence  of  the  whims  and  vain 
notions  of  some  few  uninformed  [persons],  with  claiming  that  upper 
country,  [north-western  Missouri],  and  that  ere  long  they  were  to 
possess  it  at  all  hazards  and  in  defiance  of  all  consequences. 
Thia  M  unjiist  and  far  from  haTinff  a  foandation  In  tmtb;  a  thing 
not  ezpeeted  or  looked  for^-not  desired  by  thia  soeiety  as  a  peo- 
ple, and  where  the  Idea  eonld  have  originated  Is  unknown  to  ns. 
We  do  not,  neither  did  we  ever,  insinuate  a  thing  of  this  kind,  or  hear 
It  firom  the  leading  men  of  the  societj  now  In  yonr  eoontry.  There  is 
nothing  In  all  our  religioas  faith  to  warrant  It;  hat  on  the  eontraiy, 
the  most  striet  Injunetions  to  live  In  obedienee  to  the  laws  and  follow 
peaee  with  all  men;  and  we  donbt  not  bnt  a  reenrrenee  to  the  Jaekeon 
eonnty  difllealtles  wlUi  oor  friends  wiU  fiilly  satisfy  yon,  that  at  least 
heretofore  sueh  has  been  the  oonrse  followed  by  them,  that  Instead  of 
fighting  for  their  own  rights  they  have  sacrificed  them  for  a  season  to 
wait  the  redress  gaaranteed  in  the  law  and  so  anzioiudy  looked  for  at 
a  time  distant  from  this. 

We  have  been,  and  are  still,  clearly  under  the  conviction  that  had 
oar  friends  been  disposed  they  might  have  maintained  their  possessions 
in  Jackson  county.  They  might  have  resorted  to  the  same  barbarous 
means  with  tlieir  neighbors,  throwing  down  dwellings,  threatening 
lives,  driving  innocent  women  and  children  from  their  homes,  and 
thereby  have  annoyed  their  enemies  equally  at  least;  but  to  their 
credit — and  it  must  ever  remain  upon  the  page  of  time  to  their  honor — 
this  they  did  not  do.  They  had  possessions,  they  had  homes,  they 
had  sacred  rights,  and  more  still,  they  had  helpless,  harmless  inno- 
cence, with  an  approving  conscieni^e  that  they  hud  violated  no  law  of 
their  country  or  their  God  to  urge  them  forward;  but  to  show  to  all 
that  they  were  willing  to  forego  these  for  the  peace  of  their  country 
they  tamely  submitted,  and  have  since  been  wanderers  among  strangers 
(though  hospitable)  withont  homes.  We  think  these  snffletent  reasons 
to  show  to  your  patriotie  minds  that  onr  friends,  instead  of  having  a 
wish  to  expel  a  eommnnity  by  force  of  anns,  would  suffer  their  rights 
to  be  taken  from  them  before  shedding  blood. 

Another  eharge  brought  against  our  friends  is  that  of  being  danger- 
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OQB  ill  aoeietiea '*wh«re  flUYwy  is  tolentod  and  praetioecL*'  Wiiiioiit 
oeeupytng  time  here  we  refer  jon  to  the  April  (1836)  munber  of  the 
Latter-day  Saintt*  Meatenger  and  Advocate^  printed  at  this  place,  a  copy 
of  whieh  we  forward  to  each  of  yon.  From  the  length  of  time  which 
has  elapsed  sinee  its  pablication,  you  can  easil}'  see  it  was  put  forth  for 
BO  other  reason  than  to  eorreet  the  public  miDd  generally,  without  a 
referenoe  or  expectation  of  any  excitement  of  the  nature  of  the  one 
now  in  your  county.  Why  we  refer  you  particularly  to  this  publica- 
tion is  because  many  of  our  friends  who  are  now  in  the  West  were  in 
this  plaoe  when  this  paper  mnde  its  appearance,  and  from  personal  oh- 
servutinn  ^ave  it  their  dccidod  approbation,  and  declared  those  senti- 
ments to  ht'  thv\r  own  in  the  fulh  st  parlienhir. 

Another  cliarg-e  of  jjn'at  majriiitiuie  is  broii^'ht  aijainst  onr  friends  in 
the  West,  tiiat  of  '*ket>pin^  tip  a  eonstant  eoinmunication  with  tho 
Indian  tribes  on  tiie  frontier;  with  deehiriticr  even  from  the  pulpit  that 
the  1  ii«iians  are  a  part  t>t  (Jod's  eliosen  peupU',  ami  are  de>tiued  by 
heaven  to  inlierit  this  land,  in  common  with  tliemselves.''  We  kn«)W 
of  nothiiifj  under  the  present  aspect  of  our  Indian  relations  calenhited 
to  arouse  the  fears  of  the  people  of  the  Upper  Missouri  more  than  a  coui- 
binatioQ  or  influence  of  this  nature;  and  we  cannot  look  upon  it  as  being 
other  than  one  of  the  most  subtle  purposes  of  thoee  whose  feelings  are 
embittered  afrainst  onr  friends  to  tnm  the  eye  of  snspieion  npon  then 
from  every  man  who  is  acquainted  with  the  barbarous  emelty  of  rode 
savages.  Sinee  a  rumor  was  afloat  that  the  western  Indians  were 
showing  signs  of  war  we  have  received  frequent  private  letters  from 
onr  friends  who  have  not  only  expressed  fears  for  their  own  safety  f  m 
ease  the  Indians  should  break  out,  but  a  deeided  determioaition  to  be 
among  the  flrBt  to  repel  any  invasion  and  defend  the  frontier  from  all 
hostilities.  We  mention  the  last  tmot  because  it  was  wholly  nnealled 
for  on  our  part  and  came  previous  to  any  excitement  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  Clay  county  against  our  friends  and  must  deflniiely  show 
that  this  charge  is  also  untrue. 

Another  ebargo  against  our  friends  and  one  that  is  urged  as  a  reason 
why  they  must  immediately  leave  Clay  county,  is,  that  they  are 
making,  or  are  likely  to  make  the  same  "their  permanent  home,  the 
center  and  general  rendzvotjs  of  their  people."  We  have  never  uuder- 
stoixl  such  to  be  tlie  the  purpose,  wish,  or  design  of  this  society:  but 
on  the  contrary,  have  ever  supposed  that  those  who  resided  in  Clay 
county  only  desitrned  it  as  a  temporary  residence  until  the  law  and 
authority  i»t  our  <'onntry  shouUi  pnt  them  in  the  quiet  possession  of 
their  homes  in  Jackson  county;  and  sueh  as  had  not  possessicms 
there  could  purchase  to  the  entire  satisfaction  and  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Jackson  county. 
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H^yiDg  partially  mentioned  the  leading  objections  nrfned  against  our 
friends,  we  would  here  add,  that  it  bat  not  been  done  with  a  view,  on 
onr  part,  to  diasnade  yon  from  aotini:  in  strict  eonformity  with  yonr 
lireamble  and  resolutions  offered  to  the  people  of  Clay  oonnty  on  the 
29th  nit,  but  from  a  sense  of  dnty  to  a  people  embarrassed,  perseented 
and  afHicted;  for  yon  are  aware,  icentlemen,that  in  times  of  excitement 
▼irtnes  are  transformed  into  vices;  acts,  which  in  other  eases  and  other 
eiroomstanees  wonld  be  considered  upright  and  honorable,  are  inter- 
preted eontraiy  to  their  real  intent  and  made  objectionable  and  criminal; 
and  from  whom  eonld  we  look  for  forbearance  and  compa8sion,with  confi- 
dence and  assurance,  more  than  from  those  whose  bosoms  are  warmed 
with  those  pure  principIeH  of  patriotism  with  which  you  have  been 
guided  in  the  present  instance,  to  secure  the  peace  of  your  county  and 
■ave  a  persecuted  people  from  further  violence  and  destrtictionf 

It  is  said  that  our  friends  are  poor;  thnt  they  have  but  little  or  noth- 
thin<;  to  bind  their  feelinf^s  or  wislies  to  Clay  county,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence they  have  a  less  claim  upon  that  county.  We  do  not  deny  the  fact 
that  our  triends  are  poor;  but  tht  ir  persecutions  have  helped  to  render 
them  so.  While  other  men  were  peacefully  folio\vin«r  their  vocations 
and  extendin<r  their  interests  they  have  been  depri\V(l  of  the  rii;!it  of 
citizenship,  pn-vt-ntt  tl  from  enjoyititr  their  own.  charged  with  violating 
the  .sacrt'ti  principles  of  our  Constitution  and  laws,  made  to  f«*el  the 
keenest  n^pt  rsions  of  the  tonjjue  of  slander,  waded  throngh  all  but 
death,  and  are  now  sulTtrin^^  under  calumnies  ealeulatcd  to  (•xcite  the 
inditrnatiou  and  hatred  of  every  people  among  whom  they  dwell,  there- 
by exposing  them  to  destruction  and  inevitable  ruin. 

If  a  people,  a  eooimunity,  or  a  society  can  accumulate  wealth,  in- 
crease in  worldly  fortune,  improve  in  science  and  arts,  rise  to  eminence 
in  the  eyea  of  the  public,  surmount  these  difficulties,  bo  much  as  to  bid 
defiance  to  poverty  and  wretchedness,  it  must  be  a  new  creation,  a  race 
of  beings  superhuman.  But  in  all  their  poverty  and  wants  we  have  yet 
to  learn  for  the  first  time  that  our  friends  are  not  industrious  and  tem- 
perate; and  wherein  they  have  not  always  been  the  last  to  retaliate  or 
resent  an  injury,  and  the  first  to  overlook  and  tor$ciV0,  We  do  not 
urge  that  there  are  no  exceptions  to  be  found;  all  communities,  all 
'  aooietiet  and  associations  are  cumbered  with  disorderly  and  less  virtu- 
ous members — members  who  violate  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the 
principles  of  the  same;  but  this  can  be  no  just  criterion  by  which  to 
Judge  a  whole  society;  and  further  still,  where  a  people  are  laboring 
under  constant  fear  of  being  dispossessed;  very  little  inducement  is 
held  out  to  excite  them  to  be  industrious. 

We  think,  gentlemen,  that  we  have  pursued  the  subject  far  enough, 
and  we  here  express  to  you,  as  we  have  in  a  letter  aeeompanying  this 


Digitized  by  Google 


460 


HI8I0EY  OF  IH£  CHUBGH 


to  our  friends,  our  decided  disapprobation  to  the  idea  of  shedding 
blood,  if  any  other  course  can  be  followed  to  avoid  it;  in  which  case, 
and  which  alone,  wo  have  urged  upon  our  friends  to  desist,  only  in  ex- 
ticnie  cases  of  self  defense;  and  in  this  case  not  to  f^ive  the  offen>-*'  or 
provoke  their  fellow  men  to  acts  of  violence,  which  we  have  no  douur 
they  will  observe  as  they  ever  have  done;  for  you  may  rest  assured. gentle- 
men, that  we  would  be  the  last  to  advise  our  friends  to  shed  the  blood 
of  men  or  commit  one  act  to  endanger  the  public  pmce.  We  have  no 
doubt  but  our  friends  will  leave  your  county,  sooner  or  later;  they  have 
not  only  signified  the  same  to  us,  but  we  have  adrised  them  so  to  do  as 
fast  as  tiiiy  e«n  without  Inenrring  too  maeh  loss.  It  nmy  be  said  that 
they  have  but  tittio  to  lose  if  they  lose  the  whole.  But  if  thej  httf* 
bat  little  that  little  is  their  all,  and  the  neoeasitieB  of  the  helpless  urge 
them  to  make  a  pradent  disposal  of  the  same.  We  are  hifirhly  pleaaed 
with  a  proposition  invonr  preamble,  soflerinff  them  to  remain  peaoedbly 
until  a  disposition  can  be  made  of  their  land,  ete.,  whioh,  if  anflbredt 
onr  fears  are  at  onee  hashed,  and  we  have  every  reason  t>  believe  thai 
daring  the  remaining  part  of  the  residence  of  oar  friends  in  your 
eoonty  the  same  feelings  of  friendship  and  kindness  will  eontinae  to 
exist  that  have  heretofore,  and  that  when  they  leaye  yon,  yon  will  haiw% 
no  reflection  of  sorrow  that  they  have  been  sojonmers  among  you. 

To  what  distance  or  place  they  will  remove  we  are  unable  to  say;  hi 
that  they  must  be  dictated  by  judgment  and  prndenoe.   They  may  ex- 
plore the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  they  may  remove  there,  or  they  may 
stop  on  the  other  side,  of  this  we  are  unable  to  say;  but  be  they  where 
they  will  we  have  this  gratifying:  reflection,  that  they  have  never  been 
the  first,  in  an  unjust  manner,  to  violate  the  laws,  injure  their  fellow 
men,  or  (listurh  the  tramiuility  and  peace  under  which  anj-  part  of  our 
country  has  heretofore  reposed;  and  we  cannot  but  V)elieve  that  ere 
long,  the  public  mind  must  under^'o  a  change,  when  it  will  appear  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  that  this  people  have  been  illy  treated  and  abused 
without  cause,  and  when  as  justice  would  demand,  tliose  who  have  been 
the  instigators  of  their  sufferings  will  be  regarded  as  their  true  charao* 
ters  demand. 

Our  reliyrious  principles  are  before  the  world  ready  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  all  men,  yet  we  are  aware  that  all  the  persecution  against 
oar  friends  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  calumnies  and  miaconstruo* 
tions  without  foundation  in  truth  or  righteousness.  This  we  have  eu* 
dured  in  common  with  all  other  religions  societies  at  their  flrst  coai> 
mencement.  Should  Providence  order  that  we  rise  not  as  others  before 
us  to  respectability  and  esteem,  but  be  trodden  down  by  the  ruthless 
force  of  extermination,  posterity  wiU  do  us  justice  when  our  perse* 
cutors  are  equally  low  in  the  dust  with  ourselves,  to  hand  down  to  sue- 
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eeedinf?  generations  the  virtuous  acts  and  forbearance  of  a  people  who 
sacrificed  their  reputation  for  their  religion;  and  their  earthly  fortunes 
and  happiness  to  preserve  peace  and  save  this  land  from  being  farther 
drenched  in  blood. 

We  have  no  doubt  bnt  your  very  eeaioiiable  mediation  in  the  time  of 
•o  great  an  ezeitement  will  aeeompltsh  yonr  most  sanguine  desires  in 
proTenting  farther  disorder;  and  we  hope,  gentlemen,  that  while  yon 
reflect  upon  the  f aet  that  the  eitisens  of  Clay  eonnty  are  urgent  for  onr 
fHends  to  lea^e  yon,  that  yon  will  also  bear  in  mind  that  by  their  com- 
plying with  yonr  request  to  leave  they  are  surrendering  some  of  the 
dearest  rights  guaranteed  in  the  Ckmstitution  of  our  country;  and  that 
human  nature  can  be  driven  to  a  certain  extent  when  it  will  yield  no 
farther.  Therefore,  while  onr  friends  suffer  so  much  and  forego  so 
many  sacred  rights,  we  sincerely  hope,  and  we  hnve  every  reason  to 
expect  it,  that  a  suitable  forbearance  may  be  shown  by  the  people  of 
Clay  county;  which,  if  done,  the  cloud  which  has  been  obscuring  your 
borisoB  will  disperse  and  you  be  left  to  enjoy  peace,  harmony  and  pros- 
perity. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem  and  profound  respect,  we  are,  gentlemen^ 
your  obedient  servants, 

Joseph  Smith,  Jun., 

SrDXEY  Rir.DON, 

Oliver  Cowdeky, 
Frederick  G.  Williams, 
Hybum  Smith. 

The  following  letter  was  received  at  Liberty,  Clay 

county,  Missouri,  on  the  28th  of  July: 

Letter  from  Daniel  Dunklin  to  the  Saints  in  Missouri. 

Crnr  or  Jkivkbson,  July  18th,  1836. 
JfMMV.  W,  W.  Phelpg  amd  Other$: 

Obmtlsmen:— The  treatment  your  people  have  received,  and  are 
now  receiving,  is  of  an  eztraordinaiy  character,  such  as  is  seldom  ex- 
perienced in  any  countiy  by  any  people.  As  nn  individual  I  sympathise 
with  yon,  and  as  the  ewontive  of  the  state,  deeply  deplore  such  a 
itato  9i  thin&rs.  Your  appeal  to  the  executive  is  a  natural  one;  but  a 
proper  understanding  of  onr  institutions  will  show  you  that  yours  is  a 
ease  not  for  the  special  cognizance  of  the  executive.  It  is  a  case,  or,  I 
may  say,  they  are  cases  of  individual  wrongs.  These,  as  I  have  be- 
fore told  you,  are  subjects  for  judicial  interference;  and  there  are  cases 
sometimes  of  individual  ontnig'e  whieh  may  be  so  popular  as  to  render 
the  action  of  courts  o£  jastice  nagatory,  in  endeavoring  to  afford  a 
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reroody.  I  would  refer  you  to  the  charge  of  Jiulcre  Lavrless,  ninde  to 
the  g:rHn(l  jniy  of  St.  Louis.  Public  sentiment  raav  become  p.Hrrinnmnt 
law;  and  when  one  man  or  society  of  men  become  so  obnoxious  to  that 
sentiment  as  to  determine  the  people  to  be  rid  of  him  or  them,  it  is 
useless  to  run  counter  to  it. 

The  time  was  when  the  people  (except  those  in  Jackson  county )  were 
dividi'd,  and  the  major  part  in  your  favor:  tliat  does  not  now  seem  to 
be  the  case.  Wiiy  is  this  so?  Does  your  conduct  merit  such  censures 
as  exist  atrainst  you?  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  give  my  opinion. 
Your  neighbors  accuse  your  people  of  holding  illicit  communication 
with  the  Indians,  and  of  being  opposed  to  slavery.  Yoadeoy.  Whether 
the  charge  or  the  denial  is  true  I  eaimot  tell*  The  ftet  exists  and  yo«r 
neighbon  seem  to  believo  it  tme;  and  whether  tme  or  false,  the  coo 
aeqnenoes  will  be  the  tame  (if  yoor  opponents  are  not  merely  gaaeoB- 
adinff),  unless  yon  can,  by  yonr  eondnet  and  arxmnents,  eooTinee  tbem 
of  yonr  innooenee.  If  ymi  eannot  do  this,  all  I  eaa  say  to  yon  is  that 
in  this  Bepnblie  the  vox  popidi  is  the  eocdn. 

Yonn  respeotfnlly, 

Dahiil  Ddxkiih. 
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CHAPTER  XXXn. 

TBS  P&0PH£l'8  MISSION — ^lABOBS  IN  MASSACHUSETTS — THS 
OBOANIZATION  OF  THB  KXBTLAUD  SAFETY  SOdETT. 

On  Monday  afternoon,  July  25111,  in  company  with  Sidney 
Riffdon,  Brothei-  Hvruni  Smith,  and  Oliver    ^    _^  - 

^  -  '  Departure  of 

Crowdery,  I  left  Kirtland,  and  at  seven  o'clock   the  Pro,.hot 

,  _  from  KirtlaDd 

the  same  evening,  we  took  passage  on  board 
the  steamer  Charles  Tmnsend^  8.  Fox,  master,  at  Fair- 
port,  and  the  next  evening,  abont  ten  o'clock  we  arrived 

atBulTalo,  Now  York,  and  took  lod^rings  at  the ''Fai  nier's 
Hotel.''  Hei-e  we  met  with  Elders  Orson  Hyde  and 
Moses  C.  Nickerson,  the  former  on  his  way  to  Canada, 
and  the  latter  from  that  province. 

To  avoid  the  crowding,  fisting,  fighting,  racing  and 
rioting  of  the  packets,  we  took  passages  on  a  line  boat  for 
Utica,  where -we  arrived  abont  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the 
29th,  just  in  time  to  take  the  i-ailroad  car  for  Schenectady, 
the  first  i>assfMiger  car  on  the  new  road.*  We  were 
more  than  six  honrs  traveling  eighty  miles.  The  loco- 
motive had  hardly  stopped  before  the  cry  was,  ''Albany 
baggage:  the  cars  start  in  five  minntes."   Amid  a  scene 

•Tbia  was  the  Albany  &  Sch?uecta»iy  Kailway,  the  tirst  railroad  coutracted  for  in 
Maw  TOTk;  it  begun  to  operate  In  September,  1831.  It  wu  et  that  time  celled  the 
M<riwvk  a  Hndeon  railroad  and  ran  from  Albany  to  Sclieneetady.  Ita  charter  was 
iHs'uf^d  in  1825  and  U  grnernlly  r(>(r»rd>>d  as  the  eariieat  diartoT  ghren  In  the  United 
Statea  for  the  eonatruction  of  a  railroad. 
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of  confusion,  bustle,  and  crowding,  we  sneeeeded,  alter 
m  good  share  of  scuffliDg  and  pnlling,  in  getting  our  tmnks 
on  board  the  luggage  car  for  Albany  where  we  arrived  the 
same  evening. 

On  the  30th,  at  seven  o'clock  a.  m.,  we  went  on  l»oard 
A  st«*mbo«i  steamer  Joh)i  Mason ,  which  took  us  to  the 

lUce.  jtVie,  lyiiiir  over  the  bar.     While  the  passen- 

gers were  stepping  off  the  John  MosoHj  the  steamer  Mock" 
ester  passed  ns:  **Now  for  a  race/'  was  the  cry  from  dif- 
ferent partSy  and  a  race  trial  of  speed  it  was;  however, 
as  fate  or  steam  power  of  engine  wonld  have  it,  the  Erie, 
after  toiicliing  at  Catskill  and  West  Point,  ^vhere  the 
Rochester  did  not,  went  into  New  York  a  few  minutes  '*a- 
head.''  By  such  undue  pressure  of  steam  the  lives  of 
thousands  have  been  sacrificed,  and  I  thanked  God  that 
myself  and  friends  were  safely  landed. 

While  in  New  York  1  yisited  the  burnt  district — ^the  part 
^  ^  ^  of  the  city  where  it  was  estimated  fifteen  mil- 
FiMto»«w     lions  of  propei-ty  was  consumed  by  fire  on  the 


16th  of  December,  1835,*  according  to  the  pre- 
diction of  the  ancient  Prophets,  that  there  should  be  *'lii*e 
and  vapor  of  smoke' '  in  the  last  days. 

From  New  York  we  contained  our  jonmey  to  Provi- 
dence, on  board  a  steamer;  from  thence  to  ^Boston,  by 
Arnrai  of  the  ^tcsm  cars,  and  arrived  in  Salem,  Massaehu- 
Krt^ins*-  early  in  Augnist,  where  we  hired  a 


house,  and  occupied  the  same  during  the 
month,  teaeliint;  the  people  from  house  k)  house,  and 
preaching  publicly,  as  opportunity  presented;  visiting 
occasionally,  sections  of  the  suiTounding  country,  which 
are  rich  in  the  history  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  of  New 
England,  in  Indian  warfare,  religions  superstition,  big- 
otry, persecution,  and  learned  ignorance. 

The  early  settlers  of  Boston  (the  Emporium  of  New 

•  Till'  firt-  here  alhidrd  to  broke  out  on  the  night  of  the  16th  of  Dicemher.  1835, 
hiui  111  fuurteeu  hours  there  was  consumed  over  sereateen  million  Uollam'  worth  of 
property.   Tifct  twrat  dllriet  mwwA  wtiwvnA  manm  ot  guBoadia  tb>  aoi  prtfil 
Mat  baataMM  put  oC  lh««ltj. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.D  18S8I 


HISTOBY  OF  THK  OHUBOB. 


465 


England),  who  had  fled  from  their  mother  country  to 
ayoid  persecntion  and  death,  soon  became  so  Reflections  of 

lost  to  principles  of  justice  and  religious  lib-  oa  Ite'iigloia 
erty  as  to  whip  and  hang  the  Baptist  and 
the  (Quaker,  who,  like  themselves,  had  fled  from  tyranny 
to  a  land  of  freedom;  and  the  fathers  of  Salem  from 
1692  to  1693y  whipped,  imprisoned,  tortured,  and  hung 
many  of  their  citizens  for  supposed  witchcraft;  and  quite 
recently, — -while  boasting  of  her  light  and  knowledge,  of 
her  laws  and  religion,  as  surpassed  by  none  on  earth, — 
has  New  England  l>een  guilty  of  burning  a  (catholic 
convent  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston,  and  of  scattering 
the  inmates  to  the  four  winds;  yes,  in  sight  of  the  very 
spot  where  the  fire  of  American  Independence  was  first 
kindled,  where  a  monument  is  now  erecting  in  memory 
of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  the  fate  of  the  im- 
mortal Warren,  who  bled,  who  died,  on  those  sacred 
heights,  to  purchase  religious  liberty  for  his  country — 
iu  sight  of  this  very  spot,  have  tlio  religionists  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  demolished  a  noble  brick  edifice,  hurl- 
ing its  inhabitants  forth  upon  a  cold,  unfeeling  world  for 
protection  and  subsistence. 

Well  did  the  Savior  say  concerning  such,  '*by  their 
fruits  you  shall  know  them."  And  if  the  wicked  mob 
who  destroyed  the  Charleston  convent,  and  the  cool, 
calculating  religious  lookers  on,  who  inspired  their 
hearts  with  deeds  of  infamy,  do  not  arise,  and  re- 
dress the  wrong,  and  restore  the  injured  four-fold,  they 
in  turn,  will  receive  of  the  measure  they  have  meted 
out  till  the  just  indignation  of  a  righteous  Qtod  is  satis- 
fied. When  will  man  cease  to  war  with  man,  and  wrest 
from  him  his  sacred  rights  of  worshiping  his  God  according 
as  his  conscience  dictates?    Holy  Father,  hasten  the  day. 

I  received  the  following; 

SMeltttUm  given  in  Saiem,  MoBsachusetti,  Augutt       2686,  * 
1.  I,  the  Lord  your  God,  ain  not  displeased  with  your  eomiog  thia 
jonrneyi  notwithstaiidiiiir  jour  foUiea; 

*  8«e  Doctrino  and  CoTMMBtB,  aae.  ad. 

30  Vol.  II. 
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2.  I  have  much  treasure  in  this  city  for  you,  for  the  benefit  of  Zi<»n. 
and  many  people  in  thin  city  whom  I  will  g-atberoutin  due  time  for  tbe 
benefit  of  Zion,  throuj^^h  your  instrumentality. 

3.  Therefore  it  is  expedient  tliat  you  should  form  aequaintauce  with 
men  in  this  city,  as  you  shall  be  led,  and  as  it  shall  be  ^iven  j'on; 

4.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  due  time,  that  I  will  pive  this  city 
into  your  hands,  that  you  shall  hav(>  power  over  it,  insomuch  that  they 
shall  not  discover  your  secret  partsj  and  ita  wealth  pertainiu£^  to  gold 
and  silver  shall  be  yours. 

5.  Concern  not  yourselves  about  your  debts,  for  I  will  give  you  po  war 
to  pay  them. 

0.  Goaeeni  not  yoanelvea  about  Zion,f or  I  willdeal  menifinlly  with  hv. 

7.  Tarry  in  this  pbMe,  and  in  the  regions  ronnd  aboat; 

8.  And  the  plaee  where  it  is  my  will  that  yon  should  tany,  for  ths 
main,  shall  be  signalised  nnto  yon  by  the  peaee  and  power  of  mj 
Spirit,  that  shall  flow  nnto  yon. 

9.  This  plaee  yon  may  obtain  by  hire,  ete.  And  inqnirs  dili|c«BBt|y 
eoneeming  the  more  aneient  inhabitants  and  founders  of  this  eity; 

10.  For  there  are  more  treosnreo  than  one  for  yon  in  this  eity ; 

11.  Therefore  be  ye  as  wise  as  serpents  and  yet  withort  sin,  and  I 
will  order  all  things  for  your  good,  as  fast  as  ye  are  able  to  reeeive 
them.  Amen. 

While  here  [at  Salem]  Brothers  Bngham  Tonng  and 

Lyman  F..  Johnson  arrived.  Brother  Young  had  heon 
tliroui^h  New  York,  Vermont,  and  Massachusetts,  in  fom- 
pauy  with  his  brother  Joseph  Young.  They  visited  their 
relations  in  this  country,  and  baptized  a  good  number  into  I 
the  Church;  they  remained  in  Boston  two  or  three  weeks,  | 
and  baptized  seventeen  persons.  We  had  a  good  visit 
with  the  brethren,  for  which  I  feel  very  thankful. 

Thus  I  continued  in  Salem  and  vicinity  until  I  returned 
to    Kirtland,  some  time  in  the  month  of  8epteniV>er. 
During  this  month  the  Church  in  Clay  County,  Missouri,  | 
commenced  removing  to  their  newly  selected  location  on 
Shoal  Creek,  in  the  territory  attached  to  JKay  County. 

During  the  quarter  ending  September  3nl,  fifty-two 
succensofthe   EWcrs',  six  Priests',  three  Teachers',  and 
Minutry.        ly^^  Deacons'  licenses  were  recorded  in  the 
license  records,  in  Ivirtland,  Ohio,  Ijy  Thomas  Bunliek.  | 
The  iutelligeuce  from  the  Elders  abroad  wa^  mtere^t- 
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in^.  Elder  Parley  P.  Pratt  still  coiitiiiued  his  labors  in 
Upper  Canada,  Toruuto,  and  vicinity,  with  good  suceess. 
Elder  Lyman  E.  Johiisou  had  been  laboring  in  New 
Brunswick,  and  other  places  on  the  sea-board;  and  on 
the  12th,  13th,  and  14th  of  August  a  conference  was  held 
by  Elders  Brigham  Toung  and  Lyman  E.  Johnson,  at 
Newry,  Mame,  where  seventeen  branches  were  represented, 
mmbering  in  all  three  hundred  and  seventeen  members. 

October  2nd,  18S6.—^l\  father  and  Uncle  John  Smith 
returned  to  Kirtland  from  their  mission  to  the    Labors  of  the 
Eastern  States,  having  traveled  about  two  f^phSnitir 
thousand  four  hundred  miles,  and  visited 
nearly  all  the  branches  of  the  Church  in  New  York,  Ver- 
mont, New  Hampshire,  and  Pennsylvania.   During  this 
mission  they  baptized  many,  conferred  blessings  upon 
many  hundreds,  and  preached  the  Gospel  to  many  thou- 
sands.   They  also  visited  their  friends  and  relatives  in 
the  land  of  their  nativity.    My  cousin,  Georj^e  A.  Smith, 
returned  the  same  day  from  his  mission  to  Richland  Coun- 
ty, Ohio.    Brother  Heber  0.  Kimball  returned  to  Sjurt- 
land,  having  been  absent  nearly  five  months,  during 
which  time  he  baptized  thirty  persons  into  the  Church  of 
the   Latter-day  Saints,  this  being  in  fulfillment  of  a 
blessing  that  I  had  conferred  upon  his  head  .before  he 
started  on  his  mission. 

Through  the  month  of  October  the  Saints  continued  to 
gather  at  Shoal  Creek,  Missouri,  and  my  at- 
tention  was  particularly  directed  to  the  build-   the  saiato  in 
ing  up  of  Kirtland,  and  the  spiritual  interests 
of  the  Church. 

On  the  2nd  of  Novenil)ei'  the  brethren  at  Kirtland  drew 
up  certain  articles  of  agreeniout,  preparatory 
to  the  organization  of  a  bankmg  mstitution,    of  Kirtland 
to  be  called  the  *  'Kirtland  Safety  Society. ' '  ♦  ^"^'"^^ 
President  Oliver  Cowdery  was  delegated  to  Philadelphia 

*  "Kirtlantl  Safety  Society  B»nk"  wm  the  full  title  of  the  proposed  institution,  and 
OUm  Cowdarr  hadthoDlftlM  on  which  baiih  aotaa  w«re  lo  be  iniiited  so  oif  "mTad. 
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to  procure  plates  for  the  institatioiif  and  Elder  Orson 
Hyde  to  repair  to  Ck>liimbii8  with  a  petitLon  to  the  Ic^gisla- 
tare  of  Ohio,  for  an  act  of  incorporation^  which  was  pv^ 

sented  at  an  early  period  of  their  session,  bat  becanse  we 
were ** Mormons''  the  leg^islaturu  raised  some  frivolous  ex- 
cuse on  which  they  refused  to  grant  us  those  !»aiikiDg 
privileges  they  so  freely  granted  to  others.  Thus  £lder 
Hyde  was  compelled  to  return  without  aocompliahing  the 
object  of  his  missioni  while  Elder  Oowdery  sneoeeded  at 
a  great  expense  in  procniing  the  plates,  and  bringing 
them  to  Eirtland. 

Forty-four  Elders'  licenses  were  recorded  in  the  license 
records  at  Kirtland  during  the  (juarter  ending 
December  1st;   also  five  Priests'  and  one 
Teacher's  license,  by  Thomas  Burdick. 

The  Saints  having  gathered  in  considerable  nmnben 
^  .  .  on  Shoal  Greek,  Missomi,  petitioned  for  an 
of  cuidirau  act  of  incorporation  for  a  new  county,  which 
was  granted  about  the  middle  of  December, 
under  the  name  of  Caldwell  County,  from  which  time  a 
fresh  impetus  was  given  to  the  gathering,  and  the  county 
grew  like  Jonah's  gourd. 

MinuUao/  a  Cot^erenct  hell  in  the  House  oj  the  Lard     ftrlteiitf  m»  th§ 

aJM  of  Deembert  2836. 

The  a^thoritiM  of  the  Ghnreh  being  present,  vis.:  The  flm  Prmk- 
denoy,  the  Hi^fh  Cotmoil  of  Kirtland,  the  qnonuii  of  the  Twelve,  the 
preridoDtB  of  the  Seventies,  the  president  of  the  Blders  and  hia eoanael- 
or8,and  many  other  oiBeial  members,  saeh  as  Priests,  Teaehers,  Deaeons 
ete.,  the  house  was  ealled  to  order,  and  the  foUowinir  motkma  wei* 
made  and  carried  by  the  nnanimoos  voice  of  the  assembly: 

Firs^That  it  has  been  the  ease  that  a  very  improper  and  nneluia- 
tianlike  eonrse  of  conduct  has  been  pnrsned  by  the  Bidet*  of  this 
Chnreh,  and  the  ohniehes  abroad,  in  sending  their  poor  from  waaaag 
them  to  this  place,  without  the  aeoessaiy  means  of  snbsistenee.  Whai#- 
as  the  Chnrch  in  this  place  being  poor  from  the  beginning,  havinfjf  had 
10  pay  eitortionate  price  for  their  lands,  provisions,  etc;  and  har> 
a  serious  burthen  imposed  upon  them  by  comers  and  goers,  from 
piits  of  the  world,  and  in  astistine  traveling  Elder  and  thoirsthe 
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families,  whila  they  themselves  have  been  laboring  in  the  vineyard  of 
the  Lord,  to  preach  the  Gospel;  and  also  haviog  suffered  srreat  loM  ill 
endeavoring  to  benefit  Zion,  it  (the  thing  complained  of)  has  beocODe  S 
serious  matter  which  ought  to  be  considered  by  us. 

Therefore,  after  deliberate  discussion  upon  the  subject,  it  was  moved, 
seconded,  and  unanimously  carried,  that  we  have  borne  our  part  of 
this  burden,  and  that  it  becomes  the  duty,  henceforth,  of  all  the 
churches  abroad  to  provide  for  those  who  are  objects  of  charity,  that 
are  not  able  to  provide  for  themselves;  and  not  send  them  from  their 
midst,  to  burden  the  Church  in  this  place,  unless  they  coiue  and  pre- 
pare a  place  for  them,  and  provide  means  for  their  .su[»port. 

Second — That  there  be  a  stop  put  to  churches  or  faniilies  gathering 
or  moving  to  this  place,  without  their  first  coming  or  sending  their 
wise  men  to  prepare  a  place  for  them,  as  our  houses  are  all  full, 
and  our  lands  mostly  occupied,  except  those  houses  that  do  not  be- 
loDfTto  the  Church,  which  cannot  be  obtained  withoat  great  sacrifice, 
€speeially  when  brethien  with  their  families  are  erowdiog  in  upon 
US,  and  are  eompelled  to  pmehase  at  any  rate,  and  eonseqoently  ara 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  speenlators,  and  extortioners,  with  whieh 
•omse  the  Lord  is  not  well  pleased.  Also  that  the  ehurehee  abroad 
be  reqnired  to  do  aoeording  to  the  reyelatkm  contained  in  the  book 
of  Doetrine  and  Covenants,  commencing  at  seetion  101:  72-74,  whieh 
is  as  follows: 

"Now  yerily  I  say  nnto  yon,  let  all  the  churches  csther  together  all 
their  monies;  let  these  thinf^  be  done  in  their  time,  be  not  in  haste; 
and  observe  to  have  all  things  prepared  before  you,  and  let  honorable 

men  be  appointed,  even  wise  men,  and  send  them  to  purchase  these 
lands;  and  all  branches  of  the  Church  in  the  eastern  countiies  when 
they  are  built  up,  if  they  will  hearken  unto  this  counsel,  they  may  bny 
lands  and  gather  together  upon  them,  and  in  this  way  they  may 
OBtablisb  Zion.*'  Joseph  Smith.  Chairman, 

Wa&ben  Pa&eish,  Clerk. 

On  the  Slat  of  December,  at  the  setting  of  the  sim, 
Dr.  Willard  Richards  was  baptized  at  Kirt-  3^^^,^^^^ 
land,  under  the  hands  of  Prisident  Bi  iKHam   Doctor  aSdi- 

Youn^j,  ill  the  presence  of  Ilober  C  Kimball 

and  otbers,  who  had  spent  the  at'ternoou  in  cutting  the 

ice  to  prepare  for  the  baptism.^ 

*  Dr.  WtUard  Biehardt  wts  bom  at  HopUnton,  Middlesex  Conniy,  Hassaeha* 

setts,  June  24,  1804,  and  from  tht-  rpliglou?*  teachfntr''  of  his  parents  (Joseph  and 
Rhoila  Kichnrds*),  he  was  the  subject  of  religious  impressions  from  his  earliest 
moments,  although  careless  and  indiflerent  in  his  external  deportment.     At  the 
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Minutes  of  a  Meeting  of  the  Memhrrs  of  the  *'Kirtland  Safety  SoeUtfft*^ 
held  on  the  2nd  day  of  Jannary,  1837. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  "Kirtland  Safety  Society,"  two-thirds  of 
the  members  being  present,  Sidney  Rigdou  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
Warren  Furrish  ehomn  Moretary. 

The  house  was  called  to  order,  and  the  objeot  of  the  meeting  ex- 
plained by  the  chairman;  which  was — 1st,  to  annul  the  old  constitution, 
which  was  adopted  by  the  society,  on  the  second  day  of  November, 
1836;  which  was,  on  motion  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  meetinir, 
annulled.  2nd,  to  adopt  articles  of  agrreement,  by  which  the  *'Kirt- 
land  Safety  Society*'  is  to  be  governed. 

After  much  discussion  and  investigation,  the  following  preamble  and 
articles  of  agreement  were  adopted  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
meeting: 

We,  the  undersigned  subscribers,  for  the  promotion  of  our  temporal 
interests,  and  for  the  better  management  of  our  different  occupations, 

age  of  ton  yesrt  fae  removed  with  his  father's  fktnily  to  Blehmond,  In  the  Mine 

state,  wlu  rc  he  witnessed  several  sectarian  "revivals,"  and  offered  himself  to  the 
ConKr''>;i>ti<>iuil  church  in  that  placo,  at  the  aire  of  seventeen,  havinfir  pr--viou»ily 
passed  the  painful  ordeal  of  convictioa  and  cou version,  according  to  that  order, 
even  to  tiie  belief  that  be  bad  committed  the  nnpwrdonsble  sin;  but  the  total  dia* 
regard  of  that  obnrch  to  his  request  for  admission,  led  bim  to  a  more  thorough  la- 
vestigation  of  the  principles  of  relijjion.  when  he  became  convinced  that  the  seots 
were  all  wrong,  Hnd  that  Ood  had  uo  church  on  earth,  but  that  He  would  soon  have 
a  church  whose  creed  would  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth,  and  from  that  time  kept  himself  aloof  from  scetarlaa  In- 
fluence.  boldly  declaring  his  belief  to  all  who  wished  to  leam  bis  views; 
until  the  summer  of  IHiJo,  while  in  tlie  practice  of  medicine  nesr  Rosion. 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  President  Brigham  Young  bad  left  with  his  cousin 
Lneins  Parker,  at  Southborough,  aeeldenully  or  providentially  fell  la  bia  way, 
whieb  was  the  first  be  bad  seen  or  beard  of  the  Latter^ay  Saints,  except  the 
scurrilous  reports  of  the  public  prints,  whicli  nniounted  to  nothinir  m«»re  thnii  tliat 
"a  boy  named  Jo  iSmith,  somewhere  out  west,  ha<l  found  a  Rold  Bible."  He 
opened  the  book  without  regard  to  place,  and  totally  ignorant  of  its  design  or 
eontents*  and  before  reading  half  a  page,  deelared  *'Uod  or  the  DeWl  has  had  • 
band  in  that  l>ook,  for  man  never  wrote  it."  He  read  it  twice  through  in  about 
ten  days,  and  ho  firm  was  his  conviction  of  the  truth,  that  he  immediately  com- 
menced settling  his  accounts,  selling  his  medicine,  and  freeing  himself  from  ev«ry 
taieumbranee,  that  be  might  go  to  KIrtland,  seven  hundred  miles  west,  the  nearest 
point  be  eould  bear  of  a  Saint,  and  gire  the  work  a  thorough  Investigation; 
firmly  believing  that  if  the  doctrine  wpm  true,  Ood  hnd  some  greater  worit  for 
him  to  do  tliHU  to  peddle  pills.  But  no  sooner  did  he  commence  a  settlement 
than  he  was  smitten  with  palsy,  from  which  he  suffered  exceedingly,  and  was 
prevented  ezeeuttng  his  design  until  October,  1836,  when  be  arrived  at  KIrtland, 
Id  company  with  hia  brother  (Doctor  Levi  Richards,  who  attended  him  as  phy* 
""ician),  where  he  was  most  cordially  and  hospitably  received  and  entertaini»d  by 
his  cousin.  President  Hrigham  Young,  with  whom  he  tarried,  and  gave  the  work 
an  uneeasing  and  untiring  Investigation  imtU  the  di^  of  his  baptism. 
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which  oootut  in  agrienltiire,  meelianioal  arts,  and  merehandiainff,  do 
hereby  form  onMeWea  into  a  flm  or  company  for  the  before-mentioned 
objects,  by  the  name  of  die  "Kirthuid  Safety  Society  Anti-Banking 
Company/'  for  the  proper  management  of  said  firm,  we  indiridn- 
ally  and  jointly  enter  into  and  adopt  the  following:  articles  of  aiifreement: 
Article  Ist.  The  capital  stock  of  said  society*  or  firm  shall  not  be  less 
than  four  millions  of  dollars;  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  i^fty  dollars 
eaeh;  and  may  be  increased  to  any  amonnt,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
manaETPrfl. 

Art.  2nd.  The  manaffement  of  said  compan}^  shall  be  under  the 
superintendence  of  thirty-two  mana<rer.s,  to  be  chosen  annually,  by,  and 
from  anions,  the  mem]>er.s  of  the  satnc;  each  member  beinp:  entitled  to 
one  vote  for  encli  share,  which  lie,  she,  or  they,  may  hold  in  suid  coo.- 
pany;  and  said  votes  may  lie  ^iven  by  proxy  or  in  jnopria  [ursona. 

Art.  .Srd.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  managers,  when  chosen,  to  elect 
from  their  number,  a  treasurer  and  secretary.  It  shall  be  the  further 
duty  of  said  niaua^'ers  to  meet  in  the  upper  room  of  the  ollice  of  said 
company,  on  the  lirst  Mondays  of  November  and  May,  of  each  year, 
at  U  u^clock  a.  m.,  to  inspect  the  books  of  said  company,  and  transact 
such  other  business  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Art.  4th.  It  shall  be  the  doty  of  said  managers  to  choose  from  among 
their  Doaiber,  seven  men,  wlio  shall  meet  in  the  upper  room  of  said 
ofllce  on  Tnesday  of  each  week,  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  to  inquire  into  and 
assist  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  said  company. 

Art.  6th.  Bach  manager  shall  receive  from  the  company  one  dollar 
per  diqr  for  his  services  when  called  together  at  the  aanaal  and  semi- 
annoftl  meetings.  The  treasorer  and  secretary  and  the  seven,  the  com- 
mittee of  the  managers,  shall  receive  a  compensation  for  their  services 
as  shall  be  agreed  by  the  managers  at  their  semi-annual  meetings. 

Art.  6th.  The  first  election  of  managers,  as  set  forth  in  the  second 
arUde,  shall  take  place  at  the  meeting  of  the  members  to  adopt  this 
agreement,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  first  Monday  of  No- 
vember, 1837,  unless  removed  by  death  or  misdemeanor,  and  until 
others  are  duly  elected.  Every  annual  election  of  managers  shall  take 
place  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  in  each  year.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  treasurer  and  secretary  of  said  company  torsocivethe 
votes  of  the  members  by  ballot,  and  declare  the  election. 

Art.  7th.  The  books  of  the  company  shall  be  always  open  for  the  in- 
spection of  the  nieni)»ers. 

Art.  8th.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  nmnaLrers  of  the  company  to  de- 
clare a  dividend  once  in  six  months;  which  dividend  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  members,  according'  to  the  installments  by  them  paid  in. 

Art  9th.  All  persons  subscribing  stock  in  said  tirm,  shall  pay  their 
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first  installment  at  tiie  time  of  subscribing,  and  other  instaUments 
time  to  time,  as  shall  be  required  by  the  manag^ers. 

Art.  10th.  The  managers  shall  ^'ive  thirty  days  notice  in  some  public 
paper,  printed  in  this  county,  previous  to  an  installment  being;  paid  in- 
All  subscribers  residintr  out  of  the  state,  shall  be  required  to  pay  in 
half  the  amount  of  their  subscriptions  at  the  time  of  subscribing; 
and  the  remainder,  or  such  part  thereof  as  shall  be  required  at  any 
time  by  the  managers,  after  thirty  days  notice. 

Art.  11th.  The  treasurer  shall  be  empowered  to  call  special  meetings 
of  the  managers  wheoefer  he  sbatt  deem  it  aeeoMary,  sepante  mad 
aside  from  the  aonnal  and  semi-aairaal  meeHngs. 

Art  12th.  Two-thirds  of  the  manacevs  shall  form  a  qinonin  to  set 
at  the  Semi-annual  meetings^  and  any  number  of  tiie  seven,  the  oooi- 
mittee  of  the  managers,  with  the  treasnrer  and  seeretaiy,  or  either  oC 
tliem,  may  form  a  qoomm  to  transact  bnstness  at  the  weekly  meedngs, 
and  in  ease  none  of  the  seven  is  present  at  the  weekly  meetings*  the 
treasnrer  and  seeretary  mnst  transaet  the  business. 

Art.  18th.  The  managers  shall  liave  power  to  enact  such  by>Iaws  ae 
they  may  deem  neeessary  from  timA  to  time,  provided  thqr  do  not  in- 
fringe upon  these  articles  of  agreement. 

Art  14tb.  All  notes  given  by  said  society  shall  be  signed  by  the 
treasurer  and  secretary  thereof,  and  we, 'the  individual  members  of  said 
firm,  hereby  hold  ourselves  bound  for  the  redemption  of  all  such  notes. 

Art.  I'th.  The  notes  given  for  the  benefit  of  said  society  shall  be 
given  to  the  treasurer  in  the  followinpr  form:  "Ninety  days  after  date, 

we  jointly,  and  severally,  promise  to  pay  A.  B,  or  order,  dollars 

and  cents,  value  received."     A  record  of  which  shall  be  made 

in  tlu'  books  at  the  time,  of  the  amount,  and  by  whom  t'iven,  and  when 
due,  and  deposited  with  the  liles  and  papers  of  said  .society. 

Art.  16th.  Any  article  in  this  agreement  may  be  altered  at  any  time, 
annulled,  added  unto,  or  expungi-d  by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  of  said  society,  except  the  14th  article,  that  shall  remain  un- 
altere<l  during  the  existence  of  said  company.  For  the  true  and  faith- 
ful fulfillment  ot  the  above  covenant  and  agreement,  we  individually 
bind  ourselves  to  eaeh  other,  under  the  penal  sum  of  one  hundred  thoa- 
sand  dollars.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and 
seals,  the  day  and  date  first  above  written. 

In  connection  with  the  above  articles  of  agreement  of 
The  Prophet's  the  ''Kirtland  Safety  Society,"  I  published 
^jKirtiA^  following  remarks  to  all  who  were  pre- 
SsfotySoeivtr  paring  themselves,  and  appointing  their 
wise  men,  for  the  purpose  of  buildiDg  up  Zion  and 
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her  stakes  in  the  January  number  of  the  Messenger  and 
Advocate: 

It  is  wisdom,  and  according'  to  the  mind  of  the  Hoh'  Spirit,  that  you 
should  call  at  Kirtland,  and  receive  counsel  and  instruction  upon  those 
principles  that  are  necessary  to  further  the  g^reat  work  of  the  Lord, 
and  to  establish  the  childroD  of  the  kingdom,  aeoording  to  the  oracles 
of  God,  they  ara  had  among  us;  and  fiirther,  invite  the  bre^Sbaem 
from  abroad,  to  oali  on  ns,  and  take  atoek  in  onr  Safety  Society;  and 
we  would  remind  them  alao  of  the  sayings  of  Isaiah,  contained  in  the 
60Ch  eha|»ter  and  more  iMurtiealarly  the  9th  and  17th  venes,  wliieh  are 
«a  foUowe:  *'SnreIy  the  isles  shall  wait  for  me,  and  the  ships  of  Tar^ 
ahiah  first,  to  bring  thy  sons  from  far,  their  silver  and  their  |{old  [not 
their  bank  notes]  with  them,  nnto  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  and 
to  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  beeanse  He  hath  idonfled  thee.  *  *  *  For 
brass  I  will  bring  gold,  and  for  iron  I  will  bring  silver,  and  for  wood, 
brass,  and  for  stone,  iron:  I  will  also  make  thy  offtoerB  peace,  and 
thine  exactors  righteousness."  Also  62nd  chapter,  1st  verse:  "For 
Zion^s  sake  will  I  not  hold  my  peaoe,  and  for  Jerusalem's  sake  I  will 
not  rest,  untill  the  righteousness  thereof  go  forth  as  brightness,  and  the 
salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  bnmeth*'* 

JowH  Smith,  Jun. 
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CHAPTEE  XXXm. 

MEETINGS  OF  THK  QUOHUMS  OF  PRIESTHOOD  IN  THE  KIRTLAND 
T£MFUS~XI1£  PHOFHET's  INSTRUCTIONS  ON  PBI£STUOOD. 

During  the  winter,  the  House  of  the  Lord  at  Kirtland 
was  filled  to  overflowing  with  attentive  hearers,  mostly 
Th«  Amiig».  oommunieants;  and  in  the  eveniiigs  the  aing^ 
ciHslrM^^and  under  the  direction  of  Elders  Lmnan 

KSllSid* Carter  and  Jonathan  Crosby,  Jun.,  who  gave 
T^npie.  instruction  in  the  principles  of  vocal  music. 
On  Monday  eveninj^s  the  quorum  of  High  Priests  meet  in 
the  west  room  of  the  attic  story,  where  they  transact  the 
business  of  their  particular  quorum.  On  Tuesday  even- 
ings the  Seventies  occupy  the  same  room.  On  Wednes- 
day evenings  the  rooms  are  occupied  by  the  quorum  of 
Elders.  And  on  Thursday  evening  a  prayer  meeting  is 
held  in  the  lower  part  of  the  bouse,  free  to  all,  thougrfa 
p^enerally  conducted  by  Patriarch  Joseph  Smith,  Sen. 
The  Twelve,  tho  Hiirh  Council  and  other  quorums,  gen- 
erally meet  each  week  to  transact  business,  and  doriDg 
the  week  the  '^Kirthmd  High  School"  is  taught  in  the 
attic  story,  by  H.  M.  Hawes,  Esq.,  professor  of  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages.  The  school  numbers  from  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  to  one  hundred  and  forty  students, 
divided  into  three  departments — ^the  classic,  where  the 
languages  only  are  taught;  the  English  department,  where 
mathematics,  common  arithmetic,  geogi-apliy,  English 
grammar,  writing,  and  reading  are  taught;  and  the  juve- 
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nile  department,  the  last  two  haying  each  an  assistant 
instnictor.    The  school  commenced  in  November,  and 

on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Jannary  the  several  classes 
passed  a  public  examination  in  i)iv.seuce  of  the  trustees 
of  the  school,  parents  and  jruardians,  and  their  progress 
in  study  was  found  of  the  highest  order. 

Owing  to  the  multiplicity  of  letters  with  which  I  was 
crowded  from  almost  every  quarter,  I  was  compelled  to 
declme  all  not  postpaid,  and  gave  notice  of  the  same  in 
the  Messenger  and  Advocate. 

The  brethren  in  Missouri  were  very  l>usy  in  gathering 
into  Caldwell  county,  entering  United  States    „  . 

*  '  .  OatheriiiK  of 

land,  building  houses,  and  preparing  to  put   the  s&ints  la 

...  MSwMMirl* 

in  crops  in  the  spring. 

On  the  first  of  February,  1837,  the  firm  of  Oliver  Cow- 
dery  &  Co.  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent,  ^. 

*  .  m         \     Firm  of  Cow- 

and  the  entire  establishment  was  transferred  Jjj^^^' 
to  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  and  Sidney  Rigdon; 
and  Warren  A.  Cowdery  acted  as  their  agent  in  the  pi-lut- 
ing ot!ice  and  bookbindery,  and  editor  of  the  Messetiger 
and  Advocate. 

During  the  quarter  ending  March  the  3rd,  thirty-two 
Elders',  seven  Priests',  three  Teachers',  and 
two  Deacons'  licenses  were  recorded  in  the 
license  records  in  Kirtland,  by  Thomas  Burdick. 

A  V)rief  notice  only  was  given,  that  a  solemn  assembly 
would  be  called,  of  the  official  nieiHl>prs  of  the 

Ntitice  of  a 

Chui'ch,  on  the  6th  of  April,  for  the  purpose  Solemn  a»- 
of  washi ug,  anointing,  washing  of  feet,  re- 
ceiving  instructions,  and  the  further  organization  of  the 
ministry.  Meetings  were  held  by  the  different  quorums 
on  Monday,  3rd,  Tuesday,  4th,  and  Wednesday,  5th,  to 
anoint  such  of  their  respective  members  as  had  not  been 
washed  and  anoiuted,  that  all  might  be  prepared  for  the 
meeting  on  the  fith. 

At  au  early  hour  on  Thursday,  the  6th  of  April,  the 
official  members  assembled  in  t^e  House  of  the  Lord, 
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when  the  time  for  the  first  two  or  three  hours  was  spent 
washiBf  of  different  quomms  in  washing  of  feet, 

FMt.  Binging,  praying,  and  preparing  to  reoeiye  in- 

stractionB  from  the  Ihresidenoy.  The  Presidents,  togetlier 
with  thA  Beventies  and  their  presidents,  repaired  to  the 
west  room  in  the  attic  story,  where,  for  want  of  time  the 
preceding?  evening,  it  became  necessary  to  seal  the  anoint- 
ing of  those  wliohad  recently  been  anointed  and  not  sf^nled. 

Another  subject  of  vital  importance  to  the  Church,  was 
Begaiation  of  establishing  of  the  grades  of  the  differ^t 
thesmroitfoo.  qnoroms.  It  was  ascertained  that  ail  but  one 
or  two  of  the  presidents  of  the  Seventies  were  Hif^ 
Priests,  and  when  they  had  ordained  and  set  apart  any 
from  the  quorum  of  Elders,  into  the  quorum  of  Seventies, 
they  had  conferred  upon  them  the  High  Priesthoo<l,  also.* 
This  was  declared  to  be  wrong,  and  not  according  to  the 
order  of  heaven.  New  presidents  of  the  Seventies  were 
accordingly  ordained  to  till  the  places  of  such  of  them  as 
were  High  Prie8ts,t  and  the  ex-offtdo  presidents,  and  smeh 
of  the  Seventies  as  had  been  legally  ordained  to  be  High 
Priests,  were  directed  to  unite  with  the  High  Priests' 
quorum.  All  the  quorums  then  assembled  in  the  lower 
room  of  the  Lord's  House,  where  they  were  addressed  by 
the  presidents  from  the  stand.  The  following,  in  sub- 
stance, is  what  was  said: 

•That  is  tin  y  ordained  them  High  Priests.  Since  they  were  Elders,  however, 
they  alreudy  possessed  the  High  Priesthood,  and  benoe  it  was  only  necessary  to 
ordain  tlMm  to  tboolBeo  of  Sorenty  in  that  Piioatiiood;  bat  the  brsthna  who  had 

immediate  charge  of  ordaining  Seventies  (the  flr«t  presidents  of  SereutiMi) 
•eenied  to  have  thoiiirlit  it  TUTOssnry  to  ordain  them  Hiirlj  Priests  in  order  for  thOB 
to  hold  tlie  liiffh  I'rit  sihood,  hence  llie  ccrreotion  made  hy  Ihf  Prophet. 

t  iu  the  selection  and  ordiuatiou  of  the  council  composed  of  the  llrat  aeren 
fireaidenta  of  Serenty*  It  had  been  orerlooked,  eridertly,  that  the  nrelathm  os 

PrieHthood,  given  March  28,  1835,  specifieally  stated:  *'And  It  to  aeeocding  to  the 
visiMn,  allowing  the  order  of  the  Seventy,  Uint  tiiey  should  liave  seven  presidents  to 
preside  over  them,  eho»en  out  of  Ihe  number  of  tfie  Seventy." — (Doc.  and  Cov., 
see.  107.  Terse 98).  FIto  of  those  chosen  to  make  up  the  flnit  oooneil  were  High 
Priests;  therefore  to  nahe  the  aetlon  of  the  Choieh  eonfonn  to  the  eFord  «f  Ood, 
these  High  Prie<(ts  were  invited  by  the  Prophet  to  take  their  place  in  the  High 
Frients'  quorum,  that  the  first  couTiril  nii^Ott  he  made  up  of  men  "choeOD  Ollt  of 
the  number  of  the  Seventy"  as  provided  by  the  law  of  God. 
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Preeideiit  Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,  addresaed  the  assembly 
and  said,  the  Melchisedek  High  Priesthood   „^  „   ^  ^ 

"  The  Prophet 

was  no  other  than  the  Priesthood  of  tlie  Son  of  on  the  Subject 
God;  that  there  aie  certain  ordinances  which 
belong  to  the  Priesthood,  from  which  flow  certain  results; 
and  the  Presidents  or  Presidency  are  over  the  Church ;  and 
revelations  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God  to  the  Church, 
are  to  come  through  the  Presidency.  This  is  the  order  of 
heaven,  and  the  power  and  privilege  of  this  Priesthood* 
It  is  also  the  privilege  of  any  oflficer  in  this  Chnrch  to  ob- 
tain revelations,  so  far  as  relates  to  his  particular  calling 
and  duty  in  the  Church.  All  are  bound  by  the  principles 
of  viilue  and  happiness,  but  one  gi^eat  privilege  of  the 
Pi  i(^sthood  is  to  obtain  revelations  of  the  mind  and  will 
of  God.  It  is  also  the  privilege  of  the  Melchisedek 
Priesthood,  to  reprove,  rebnke,  and  admonish,  as  well  as 
to  reeeive  revelation.  If  the  Chnreh  knew  all  the  com- 
mandments, one  half  they  wonld  condemn  through  preju- 
dice and  ignorance. 

A  High  Priest,  is  a  member  of  the  same  Melchisedek 
Priesthood  with  the  Presidency,  but  not  of  ^he  High 
the  same  power  or  anthority  in  the  Church, 
The  Seventies  are  also  members  of  the  same  Priesthood^ 
[i.  e.  the  High  Priesthood],  are  a  sort  of  traveling  oonn- 
cil  or  Priesthood,  and  may  preside  over  a  church  or 
churches,  until  a  High  Priest  can  be  had.  The  Seventies 
are  to  be  taken  from  the  quorum  of  Elders,  and  are  not  to 
be  High  Priests.  They  are  subject  to  the  direction  and 
dictation  of  the  Twelve,  who  have  the  keys  of  the  minis- 
try. All  are-  to  preach  the  Gospel,  by  the  power  and  in- 
flnenoe  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  no  man  can  preach  the 
Gospel  without  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  Bishop  is  a  High  Priest,  and  necessarily  so,  be- 
cause he  is  to  pi-eside  over  that  particular 
branch  of  Church  affairs,  that  is  denominated 
the  Lesser  Priesthood,  and  because  we  have  no  direct 
lineal  descendant  of  Aaron,  to  whom  it  would  of  right 
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belong.  This  is  the  same,  or  a  branch  of  the  samet 
PrieBthood,  whieh  may  be  illustrated  by  the  figure  cf  tiie 
human  body,  which  has  different  members,  whieh  have 
different  offices  to  perform;  all  are  necessary  in  their 

place,  and  the  body  is  not  complete  without  all  the  mem- 
bers. 

_  jj'rom  a  retrospect  of  the  requirements  of  the  servants 
The  iM  !ty  ^  prcach  the  Gospel,  we  find  few 

oyhef«M«r  qualified  even  to  be  Priests,  and  if  a  Priest 
understands  his  duty,  his  calling,  and  minis- 


try, and  preaches  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  his  enjoyment  is 

great  as  if  he  were  one  of  the  Presidency;  and  his  ser- 
vices are  necessary  in  the  body,  as  are  also  those  of 
Teachers  and  Deacons.  Therefore,  in  viewing  the 
Church  as  a  whole,  we  may  strictly  deuoxuinate  it  one 
Piiesthood.   President  Smith  also  said: 

frequently  rebuke  and  admonish  my  brethren, 
and  that  because  I  love  them,  not  because  I  wish  to 
Necessity  for  displcasure,  or  mar  their  happi- 

OeouioMi       ness.    Such  a  course  of  conduct  is  not  calcu- 

RepRwfea 

lated  to  gain  the  good  will  of  all,  but  rather 
the  ill  will  of  many;  therefore,  the  situation  in  which  I 
stand  is  an  important  one;  so,  you  see,  brethren,  the 
higher  the  authority,  the  greater  the  difficulty  of  the  sta- 
tion;  but  these  rebukes  and  admonitions  become  neces- 
sary, from  the  perverseness  of  the  brethren,  for  tlieir 
temporal  as  well  as  spiritual  welfare.  They  actually 
constitute  a  part  of  the  duties  of  my  station  and  calling. 
OtlHM's  have  other  duties  to  perform,  that  are  important, 
and  far  more  enviable,  and  may  be  just  as  good,  like  the 
feet  and  hands,  in  their  relation  to  the  human  body- 
neither  can  claim  priority,  or  say  to  the  other,  I  have 
no  need  of  you.  After  all  that  has  been  said,  the  greateiit 
and  most  important  duty  is  to  preach  the  Gospel . 

**There  are  many  causes  of  eni)»;)i-i'assuieut,  of  a  pecuni- 
ary uatui-(»  now  }>ressing  upon  the  IkmuIs  of  the  Church. 
They  began  poor;  were  needy,  destitute,  and  were  truly 
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afflicted  by  their  enemies ;  yet  the  Lord  commanded  them 
to  go  forth  and  preach  the  Gospel,  to  sacrifice  PMoniarf 
their  time,  their  talents,  their  good  name,  and 
jeopardize  their  lives;  and  in  addition  to  this,  PMdMMj. 

they  were  to  build  a  honse  for  the  Lord,  and  prepare  for 
the  gathering  of  the  Saints.  Thus  it  is  easy  to  see  this 
must  [have]  involved  them  [in  financial  dilHeulties], 
They  had  no  temporal  means  iu  the  beginning  commen- 
snrate  with  such  an  undertaking;  hut  this  work  must  he 
done;  this  place  [Kirtland]  had  to  he  built  up.  Large 
contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  lands  on  all  sides, 
where  our  enemies  have  signed  away  their  rights.  We 
are  indebted  to  them,  but  our  brethren  from  abroad  have 
only  to  come  with  their  money,  take  these  contracts,  relieve 
their  brethren  from  tlie  pecuniary  embarrassments  under 
which  they  now  labor,  and  procure  for  themselves  a 
peaceable  place  of  rest  among  us.  This  place  must  and 
will  be  built  up,  and  every  brother  that  will  take  hold 
and  help  secure  and  discharge  those  contracts  that  have 
been  made,  shall  }»c  i-ich.'^ 

At  4  p.  m.  President  Hyrum  Smith  addressed  the  as- 
sembly, principally  in  relation  to  the  temporal  affairs  of 
the  Church,  and  censured  those  who  counseled  Remarks  of 
such  brethren  as  moved  to  this  place,  when  Hymm  smith 
they  were  not  authorised  to  give  advice.  He  also  alluded, 
in  terms  of  disapprobation,  to  the  practice  of  some  indi- 
viduals, in  getting  money  from  brethren  that  come  in, 
when  it  ought  to  be  a})propriated  to  the  discharge  of 
heavy  debts  that  are  now  hanging  over  the  heads  of  the 
Church,  or  for  the  payments  of  the  land  contracts  which 
had  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Saints  in  this 
place. 

Twenty-five  minutes  before  five.  President  Oliver  Cow- 

dery  spoke,  opposing  the  idea  of  Elders  at-  oiirero»w- 
tempting  to  preach  or  teach  that  which  they  ^^^7- 
did  not  know,  etc. 
President  Sidney  Higdon  rose  a  little  before  5  p.  m.,  and 
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after  referring  to  the  gathering,  and  the  preaching  of  the 
Sidney  Rig-  Oospd,  88  the  fiist  thing,  alluded  to  the  debt 
mv ks^on'  "^ch  had  been  contracted  for  boilding  ihe 
ohnnh  i>«Ms  Lord's  Honse,  and  other  purpoees,  and  stated 
three  principal  items  that  constituted  nearly  the  aggregate 
of  debt  tliat  now  remaiued  uuliqui<lated. 

First  a  charp^  of  six  thousand  dollars  \vhicLi  was  ap- 
propriated and  expended  in  consequence  of  the  brethren 
being  driyen  by  a  lawless  mob  from  their  possessions  in 
Jackson  county.  The  second  was  the  building  of  the 
Lord's  House,  the  unliquidated  debt  of  which  was  rising 
of  thirteen  thousand  dollars.  The  third  item  of  debt  was 
for  the  purchase  of  land,  that  there  might  be  a  place  of 
rest,  a  place  of  safety,  a  place  that  the  Saints  niiirht  law- 
fully call  their  own.  All  this  is  to  lay  a  foundation  for 
the  gathering  of  Israeli  and  when  the  Mders  go  abroad 
they  can  speak  understandingly,  and  urge  the  necessity 
and  propriety  of  the  gatheringi  from  the  fact  that  we 
have  a  place  for  them,  and  it  is  tiie  wiU  of  God  they  should 
come.  Prey  not  one  upon  another,  brethren,  and  for  the 
time  being  say  not,  Pay  me  what  thou  owest;  but  contrib- 
ute all  in  your  power  to  discharge  the  great  debts  that  now 
hang  over  the  Church. 

At  half-past  five,  bread  and  water  were  distributed 
The  Sacra-  liberally  among  the  quorums,  and  it  was  truly 
ment-UM  of  a  refreshing  season  to  spirit  and  body.  Many 
brethren  and  sisters  assembled  in  the  evening 
for  prayer  and  exhortation,  and  some  tarried  nearly  all 
night. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  M87| 


HUTOBX  OF  THB  OHUBOH 


481 


CHAPTEK  XXXiV. 

AFFAIRS    1\    ZION  — Al'USTASY    AT     KIHTLAND — ArrOINTMENT 
OF  THE  B&ITISH  MISSION— ITS  D£PAliTUB£  FOB  ENGLAND. 

MinmteB  of  the  High  Council  at  Far  West. 

Par  Wbst,  Mo.,  April  7tb. 

At  m  meeting  of  the  Presideney  of  the  Church  in  Miesoari,  the  High 
Coimeily  Bishop  and  eounaelorB,  it  was  resolved  that  the  eity  plat  of 
Far  West  retain  its  present  form;  and  that  the  alleys  be  opened  by  a 
majority  of  the  owners  of  eaeh  sqnare,  or  block,  when  they  shall  desire 
it;  that  the  price  and  sale  of  the  town  lots  be  left  to  W.  W.  Phelps, 
John  Whitmer,  Edward  Partridge,  IsaaoMorley.  and  John  Cbrrill;  that 
Jaeob  Whitmer,  EUsha  H.  Gkotes,  and.Georse  M.  Hinkle  be  a  bnildinff 
committee  of  the  House  of  the  Lord  in  this  city  (Far  West);  that 
Jacob  Whitmer  be  received  as  High  Councilor  until  the  arrival  of  Presi- 
dent David  Wliitinpr:  .'ilao  that  Presi<lent  David  Whitmer,  John  Whit- 
mer, and  W.  W.  Phelps,  superintend  the  buililing  of  the  Lord^s  House, 
in  this  city,  and  receive  revelations,  visionb,  etc..  concerning  said  house. 

John  Corrill,  Clerk. 

Charge  Againtt  Ltfman  Wight, 

David  W.  Patten  fni  tt m  d  a  chatyr  airainst  Lynwm  Wip:ht,  t<»r 
teaclniii^  erroneous  doctrines,  which  was  investigated  by  the  High 
Council  at  Far  West.  April  'J4,  IS.}?. 

Seymour  Brunson,  George  P.  Dykes, and  others,  testilit-d  that  Lytuiin 
Wight  said  that  we  (the  Church)  were  under  a  teiestial  law,  because 
God  does  not  whip  under  a  celestial  law,  therefore  He  took  us  (the 
Church)  ont  of  doom  to  whip  ns,  as  a  parent  took  hb  ehildran  out  of 
doors  to  chastise  them;  and  that  the  book  of  Doctrine  and  Oove- 
nsnts  was  a  teiestial  law;  and  the  Book  of  Commandments  (a  part  of 
the  revelations  printed  in  Jackson  conuty)  was  a  celestial  law. 

The  Presidency  decided,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Council,  that 
Lyman  Wight  had  taught  erroneous  doctrine,  and  that  he  be  required  to 
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make  an  aeknowled^fniont  to  the  Coiiiieih  also  that  he  go  ami  acknowl- 
edge to  the  churches  where  he  had  preached  such  abominable  doctrine. 

Nathan  Wsst,  Clerk. 

CtmphHU  agmiut  J,  M,  Faitm, 

Joshua  Pairohnd,  David  Pettigrew,  BeBjamin  Jobnion,  and  ShdIMd 
Daniels  entered  a  complaint  against  John  PMten,  for  not  fnUUliog  kis 
oontraots,  or  oovonants,  in  oonsaqnonee  of  whleh  thegr  were  matArially 

injured ;  which  was  proved  by  Lyman  l^gfat  and  Abigail  Daniels,  bo> 

fore  the  High  Council  at  Far  West,  May  22,  1837. 

After  n  lon^  investigation  by  the  Councilors  and  parties,  the  Presi- 
deney,  W.  W.  Phelps,  and  John  Whitmer,  [it  was  decided]  that  both 
accuser  and  nssiised  should  be  disfellowshiped,  if  they  did  not  settle 
their  difficulties.  Jesse  Uitchooek  was  then  eut  off  from  the  Higb 
Council. 

James  Enini«'t,  who  had  previously  been  disfellowshiped,  made  satis- 
faction, and  was  restored  to  fellowship:  and  John  Corrill  was  appointed 
agent  to  the  Church,  and  keeper  of  the  Lord's  Store  House. 

Harvey  Qheen,  Clerk. 

On  the  28th  of  May  a  charge  was  preferred  by  JohnGor- 
cwe  of  John  otbors  agalnst  John  Patten , for  not  oona- 

pJyii'r^  ^^itii  ilis  a^nvemeiit,  which  chiUi^e  be- 
siistaiiK'd  hy  testimony,  the  High  Council  decided  that 
John  Patten  be  disfellowshiped  until  he  make  satisfaction. 

About  tliis  time  the  Presidency  oC  the  Church  at  Far 
West  called  a  general  meeting  of  the  Ghoreh,  at  whieh 
were  present  the  EKgh  Council,  two  of  the 

James  Em-  ,         .  ,  •     »  .  • 

met  Disfel      Twclve  Apostlcs,  tcu  of  tho  Seventies,  the 

Bishop,  and  one  counselor,  when  it  was  re- 
solved that  we  withdraw  fellowship  from  James  Emmet, 
for  unwise  conduct,  until  he  returns  and  makes  satisfac- 
tion. 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  we  will  not  fellowship  any 
Action  in  Re*  ordained  member  who  will  not,  or  does  not, 
wo^^wis.  observe  the  Word  of  Wisdom  according  to 

its  literal  readin^^:. 
Resolved  luianimously,  that  we  sanction  the  Literary 
Literary  Firm    Firm,  and  give  them  our  voice  and  prayers, 
ssuatainod.  manage  all  the  affairs  of  the  same,  as  far  as 

it  concerns  this  place,  according  to  the  revelation  in  book 
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of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  first  edition,  published  at 
Kirtlaiid,  Oliio,  page  152,  section  2Gth,  given  November, 
1831y  (cun*eut  editiou,  section  70).* 

*  A  short  ttane  previouB  to  tbe  above  recorded  actions,  viz.,  in  tbe  eariy  part  of 
AiMtil  iMPMedtiif  ,  an  Inportaaft  naatbig  of  the  BigL  GoniieU  of  Zion  waa  eooTaned 

itnd  before  it  I'rcsitleTits  W.  W.  Pbelpo  and  John  Whitmor  (David  Whltmer,  tbe 
I'resitleiil  of  Zion  hoiiif;  uhsciit)  wero  nrraifrned  for  sonio  irr«'tnilarity  in  their  con- 
duct; Aud  as  the  actiou  of  that  Council  will  have  au  impurtatit  hearing  upon  facta 
wbleh  wiU  later  appear  in  the  body  of  this  hlatory,  I  bore  give  <i»  «rf«iMO  tbe 
mlmitea  of  that  Cotmell  meettng*  whkh  eontfaraed  tnm  tbe  third  to  tbe  aerentb 
of  April. 

Mintttnf  nf  thf  Iliijh  (Jounril  at  Far  HV.«(. 

At  »  nicetiuK  of  the  Hitfh  Council  in  Far  WchI,  April  1KJ7,  Heven  of  the 
i»t&iidLng  councilors  were  present.  John  Murdock  waa  appointed  moderator,  and 
KUaa  Big  bee  clerk. 

Resolved,  That  tbe  Council  reque!>t  t)ie  PresildeDts  W.  W.  Fhelpa  and  John 
Wliilrner  to  cive  explanation  of  the  following  items: 

First—  By  what  authority  was  this  place  [Far  West]  pointed  out  as  a  city  and  (a 
plaea  fat  a]  honae  of  tiie  liord,  and  by  wbomt 

Seeond— By  what  aathorlty  waa  a  eommlttee  appointed  and  ordained  to  auperlB' 
tend  the  buil4lingof  the  Honae  of  the  Lordf 

Third — By  what  aiitliority  was  .lucol*  \V)iit(iier  oniained  to  the  HiL')i  I'riexthoodt 
Fourth — Uavu  two  presidents  authority  to  lay  out  a  city,  and  butld  u  House  of 
God;  Independent  of  the  eonnael  of  the  High  Oonneilt 

Fifth— By  what  anthority  was  one  of  the  High  Counelloro  dlafeUowahlped  in  the 
name  of  the  Mi^'h  Council  withont  their  knowledffe! 

Sixth — Has  atiy  in«iividual  or  iodividualn  a  ritrtit  to  prefer  a  ciiarge  lu  the  Presi- 
dency in  Kirtlaud  against  any  High  Councilor,  Lof  this  council]  without  the  knowl* 
edge  of  the  Coanett  or  (tiie]  indhrldnalt 

Seveatib— Should  notthe  High  Council  and  Bi»hop  of  Zion,  who  are  appointed  to 
do  business  for  Zion,  receive  tlii-ir  inln'ritHncc  in  the  care  of  that  city  inprefeteneo 
U>  one  who  la  not  particularly  called  to  labor  for  Zion,  or  an  unbeliever! 

Bightb-Shall  any  tntelUgeBee  rdatire  to  the  hnlldtng  up  of  Zion  be  withheld 
fnnn  tlie  Conncll  of  Zlont 

Ninth — Are  the  two  presidents  entitled  to  the  profits  arising  from  the  sale  of 
land,  on  which  the  city  is  to  he  JMiilt  in  iyii>  ]>!ace,  independent  of  the  authori- 
ties who  have  been  appointed  to  labor  with  theiu  for  Zion  and  have  suffered  like 
trfbvlathma  with  themt 

The  Gooneil  then  agreed  to  invite  President*  W.  W.  Phelps  and  John  Whltmer, 
also  the  Bishop,  Edward  Partridge,  and  hi*-  conn-^elors;  also  the  two  Apostles,  vi/  , 
Thomas  B.  Marsh  and  David  W.  I'atteu,  to  meet  with  them  ou  the  5th,  inst.,  that 
tbe  above  named  presidents  might  explain  [answer]  the  foregoing  questions  and 
that  the  mbject  might  be  InTeatlgated.  The  CMmeil  ttien  adjonmed  to  the  6th  at 
tan  e*eloek. 

Fa  It  West,  April  5th.  1837. 
Tbe  Council  convened  agreeable  to  adjournment  with  the  aforementioned  Fresi- 
dentt,  the  Blahop  and  eoonaelora;  also  the  two  Apostlee.  The  Gonnell  opened  by 
prayer;  bat  prviiona  to  pioeeeding  to  boalneea  the  aald  presidents  proposed  that 

the  Bishop  and  his  counselors,  with  the  above  named  Apostles  leave  the  Council" 
which  was  objected  to  by  the  C(»iiiicil,  the  l^i>ln  |)  and  Apostles,  Tiie  presidents 
still  insisted  on  having  a  private  council  in  the  absence  of  the  Bishop  and  his 
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Minutes  oj  a  Utgh  Council  fteltl  in  (he  Lord'tt  Iloutif,  ih  Kirtiamd,  Mom- 
day ,  May  29 f  1837 ^  ten  o'' clock  a,  m, 

Imwo  Bogeis,  ArtcmM  IGUet,  Abel  Lamb,  and  Htriow  B«diald,  ap- 
peared as  complainants  affainst  Presidents  Frederiek  O.  IHlliBBM  mmd 
David  Whitmer,  and  Elders  Parley  P.  Pratt,  Lyman  Johnaoa,  and 

Warren  Parrish. 
Sidney  Kiicdon  presiding. 


President  Kigdou  tlieu  read  tUe  following  complaint: 

**7o  the  Pntidgne^  oJ  the  Chwreh  e/  XoMar^  Saini$: 
"We,  the  nndersisrned,  feeling  oorselves  aggrieved  with  the  eondnct 

counselors  and  the  Apostles.  All  opposed  the  two  preKident:*.  The  Bishops  aad 
the  two  Apostles  gave  them  to  understand  that  they  had  a  right  to  remain,  aod 
tba*  tb«7  theroftMre  should  isnuda.  Pnsidflat  FIm1|m  Asa  ssid  hs  woald  dlsselvt 
the  CouiK  il.  upon  whieh  Thomas B.  Marsh  declared  that  if  the  Counril  sbooUI  be 
(iis»*(jlved  lit-  wtiuld  propHfe  n  chsri^against  the  two  pn's}<ieuts,hefor»^  the  Bishop  and 
twelve  High  I'riests.  The  prealdaits  then  said  they  were  willing  to  let  all  preaeat 
rsnutia  In  ths  hooss.  Ths  Cooneil  ttisn  pvoeesdsd  to^  tnvsstigstfga  «<  tiM  sbo>v« 
nssMd  (inastkms.  Thsy  wars  not  gsasially  saliafMtortly  snsvored,  wbkli  M  tbo 

Council  and  others  to  strongly  rebuke  the  latt»  Improper  proceedings  of  the  presi- 
dents. David  W  Pattou  spoke  against  them  with  apparent  inili||^natiuu ;  statinir 
that  their  proceedings  had  been  iniquitous  and  fraudulent  in  the  extreme,  in  ua- 
rli^teooaly  appropriating  Ohareh  fends  to  thotr  own  snrfahmMt,  tiMeh  had  bssa 
ptehilj  proven.  April  6th  was  oeeapied  in  like  dlsetissions.  April  7th,  Connetl 
OOQVened  airreeable  to  appointment.  Tfu-  Bishop  nrnl  rounsplor?  pre««»ni,  aHo 
two  ApusUes.  The  above  named  presidents  agreed  to  give  up  the  town  plat  of  Far 
West  with  four  eighties  on  the  commons  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  High  Council, 
the  Bishop  and  his  eoontelors  and  the  said  Apostiss.  After  whlsh,  on  moUeu, 
the  Coimell  adjourned.  The  Council  mot  in  Far  West  to  tsite  Into  eonsideration 
the  nfT:dr«  relative  to  the  t.>wn  plat;  at  whif-h  the  council  resolved,  (it  heinir 
agreed  by  all  parties)  to  make  over  or  that  W.  W.  Phelps  and  John  Whitmer 
make  over,  or  tianefer  the  town  plat  with  four  eighties,  whIeh  sre  oa  the  eoai- 
mom,  Into  the  heads  of  the  Blahop  of  Zion;  sad  thst  the  avails  arlelaff  fnm 

tht'  sale  of  said  lands  should  be  appropriated  to  the  benefit  and  upbnildini;  of 
"I'oor,  Blccdin^r  Zion."  In  the  above  rfsohition.  \V.  \V.  Phelps  and  .Tobii  \Vliitni<*r 
acquiesced.  Also  resolved  that  whereas  W.  W.  Phelps  and  John  Whitmer  bad 
raheeribed  $1,000  each  to  the  Hones  of  the  Lord  to  be  hnilt  In  tfali  pleee^whleh 
they  were  befbre  intending  to  pay  ont  of  the  avails  of  the  town  plat — be 
considered  ezempt  from  paying  that  snlMerlption.'* — far  W«*t  Record  (Ma.1  pp. 
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John  Smith, 
Jared  Carter, 


John  Jolinsou, 
John  P.  Greene, 
Oliver  Granjrer, 
Samuel  H.  Smith, 
Martin  Harris, 
Willard  Woodstock. 


Noali  I'ac'kard, 
Joseph  King'sbury, 
Joseph  Coe, 
Gideon  Carter, 
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of  Breridents  David  WUtmer  and  FMerusk  Q.  WiUiams,  and  also  with 
Elden  Lymaa  E.  Johnson,  Parley  P.  Ptatt,  and  Warren  Panish,  be- 
lieving that  their  ooQiae  for  some  time  pa8t  has  been  injnrioos  to  the 
Chordi  of  Ood,  in  whieh  they  are  high  offioers,  we  therefore  desire 
that  the  High  Conneil  should  be  assembled,  and  we  should  have  an  in* 
▼estigation  of  their  behavior,  believing  it  to  be  unworthy  of  their  high 
ealling—all  of  which  we  respectfolly  submit. 

"Abel  Lamb, 
"Nathan  Haskins, 
"Harlow  Bkdhbld. 
"Art  EM  AS  MHiLBT, 
"iSAAO  fiOGBBS. 

"KiBTLAND,  Mat,  mi.'' 

Elder  Warren  Parrish  then  stated  that  the  deelaration  just  read  was 
not  in  aeoordanee  with  the  copy  which  they  [the  accused]  received  of 
the  ehatges  preferred  against  them. 

The  resolution  was  then  offered  and  carried,  that  three  speak  on  a 
side. 

The  Council  was  then  opened  by  prayer,  by  President  Rigdon. 

After  a  short  address  to  the  Councilors,  by  President  Rigdon,  Presi- 
dent FMerick  O.  Williams  arose,  and  wished  to  know  by  what  authori- 
ty he  was  called  before  the  present  Council;  that  according  to  the  Book 
of  Covenants,  he  ought  to  be  tried  before  the  Bishop's  court. 

After  some  discussion  between  Presidents  Ripdon  and  Wil Haras, 
Prettident  Higrdongave  his  decision  that  President  Williams  should  be 
tri<'«l  lit't'ore  the  present  Council. 

Tic <i (le  nt  David  Wbitmer  also  objected  to  being  tried  before  the 
*  present  Counoil. 

r*residcnt  Williams  then  expressed  a  williiifrncss  to  ht-  trictl  for  his 
conduct,  and  if  this  was  the  proper  tribunal,  he  would  be  tried  before 
it,  hut  still  tlionjrlit  it  was  not. 

President  David  Whitiner  objected  to  Ix'inpr  tried  before  the  present 
C'oiiiicil,  statinpr  that  lie  thmipht  the  instructions  in  the  Book  of  Cove- 
Dants  showed  that  this  was  not  the  proper  authority  to  try  him. 

Councilor  (Ireene  ptve  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  present  Council  was 
iH»t  the  proper  authority  to  try  Presidents  Williams  and  Whitnier. 

President  Rigdon  then  submitted  the  case  to  the  Councilors. 

Councilor  John  Smith  then  put  the  question  to  the  Council  for  de- 
eision,  in  substance  as  follows:  Have  the  present  Council  authority, 
from  the  Book  of  Covenants,  to  try  Presidents  Williams  and  Whitmert 
A  majority  of  the  Council  decided  that  they  could  not  conscientiously 
proceed  to  try  Presidents  Williams  and  Whitmer,  and  they  were  ac* 
oordini^  discharged. 
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After  otit'  lionr's  adjinirnnient,  the  Council  sat  aj^nm  at  one  o'fllock 
p.  ni.    Sidney  Riplon  ami  Oliver  Cowdery  presiding;. 

Councilor  John  Smith  stated  that  he  had  selected  three  High  Priest^ 
to  sit  in  the  Council  tt)  fill  vacancies,  and  asked  the  Council  if  they  ar 
cepted  the  selection  he  had  made.    Council  decided  in  the  atlirmative. 

On  motion  of  Warren  Parrish,  the  Councilors  were  directed  to  sit  jl- 
they  were  oriRinaUy  eiioieii,  or  according  to  the  form  in  the  book  ttf 
Doetrine  and  CoTenants  as  far  as  possible. 

Besolved,  that  three  speak  on  each  side. 

Conneilor  Martin  Harris  moved  that  President  Frederiek  G.  WilUaBs 
take  a  seat  with  the  presidents. 

After  mneh  diseossion  as  to  the  propriety  of  his  sitttDflr*  motioB 
earned,  and  President  Williams  took  his  seat. 

BIder  Parley  P.  Pratt  then  arose  and  objeeted  to  being  tried  byPMs> 
dent  JEtigdon  or  Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,  in  eonseqnenne  of  their  hsnif 
previously  expressed  their  opinion  against  him,  stating  also  that  he 
eonld  brins:  evidence  to  prove  what  he  then  said. 

President  Rigdon  then  stated  that  be  had  previously  expressed  hi5 
mind  respecting  the  conduct  of  £iUer  Pratt,  and  that  he  had  felt  and 
said  that  Elder  Pratt  bad  done  wron^,  and  he  still  tboaght  so,  and  left 
it  with  the  Council  to  decide  whether,  under  such  oirenmstaiieeaa  ht 
should  jnocced  to  try  the  case. 

After  much  discussion  between  the  councilors  and  parties,  Pi*esideDt 
Higdon  said  that,  under  the  present  circumstances,  he  could  not  con- 
scientiously proceed  to  try  the  case, and  after  a  few  remarks  left  the  siaml. 

President  Oliver  Cowdery  then  said  that  although  he  niipfht  not  be 
called  upon  to  preside,  yet  if  he  should  be,  he  should  also  be  untit  to  . 
judge  in  the  case,  as  he  ha«l  previously  expressed  hisopit)ion  respecting' 
the  conduct  of  Elder  Parley  P.  Pratt  and  others,  and  left  the  stand. 

President  Williams  then  arose  and  said,  that  as  he  had  been  impli- 
cated with  the  accused,  he  should  be  unwilling  to  preside  in  the  cam. 
and  left  the  stand. 

The  Cooneil  and  assembly  then  dispersed  in  eonfosion. 

W.  F.  CowDSiiT,  Clerk. 

Some  time  this  mouthy  the  Messenger  and  AdvoeaU  of- 
Transfer  of  oontents  weFo  transferred  to  William 

MdAdw^  Marks,*  of  Portage,  Allegheny  Coanty,  New 
York,  and  Joseph  Smith  and  Sidney  Kigilon 
continued  the  office,  by  power  of  attorney  from  said  Marks. 

I 

*  Wnilun  Mariw  was  bom  November  15,  1792,  in  Rutland,  Rutland  Coanty,  T«r- 
inont.    This  Ih  tho  first  mention  of  (iIh  nnme  in  tiio  I'rophet'a  aarratlvei  u4  Mlh'  | 
Ing  can  be  learned  of  his  career  preTious  to  tbia  time. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  I887J 


flIBIOBY  OF  THE  OHUliCH. 


487 


At  this  time  the  spirit  of  speculation  in  lands  and 
property  of  all  kinds,  which  was  so  preva-   condition,  ia 
lent  longboat  the  whole  nation,*  was  taking  Kirttand. 
deep  root  in  the  Chureh.   As  the  froits  of  this  spirit,  evil 

snrmisings,  fault-finding,  disunion,  dissension,  and  apos- 
tasy followo»l  in  (jiiick  succession,  and  it  seemed  as 
though  all  the  ])o\vers  of  earth  and  hell  were  eonihininiif 
then*  influence  in  an  especial  manner  to  overthrow  the 
Church  at  once,  and  make  a  final  end.t    Other  banking 

*  Aa  additional  evideucu  that  this  fiuancial  mael:«troiu  iu  wbicii  the  "Kirtland 
Safety  Society"  met  disaster  was  natloBal  and  not  mmij  loeal,  I  qnote  here  the- 
description  of  the  wide-apread  financial  panic  of  1837,  as  given  in  the  History  of 
the  United  States  by  Ahxaiider  H.  Stephens:  "Soon  after  Mr.  Van  Bnreii  hecanie 
President  occurred  a  great  commercial  crisis.  This  wiih  iu  April,  1837,  and  waa 
occasioned  by  a  reckless  spirit  of  speculation,  which  bad,  fur  two  or  three  preoed* 
lag  years,  been  fostered  and  eneonrased  by  exoesstre  banking,  and  the  eonaequent 
expansion  of  paper  <'urr( n  y  1><  yond  all  the  legitimate  wants  of  the  country.  Dur- 
ing the  raoiith.s  of  Mareli  iiml  April  of  this  year  the  failures  in  Now  York  City 
alone  amounted  to  over  1100.000,000.  The  stale  of  affairs  became  so  distressinjj; 
diat  peUttona  were  sent  to  the  President  from  teveral  quartern,  and  a  deputattoa 
of  nerebanta  and  bankers  of  New  York  waited  npm  him  In  person,  and  solicited 
him  to  defer  the  immediate  collection  of  duties,  for  which  Itonds  had  been  given 
and  to  resrind  the  treanury  orders  which  hud  been  issued  under  Jtickfon's  admin- 
istration, requiring  dues  to  the  government  to  be  paid  iu  specie.  They  also  asked 
that  an  extra  session  of  Congress  shonld  be  called  to  adopt  meaanres  of  relief.  He 
granted  their  reciuest  so  far  only  as  to  suspend  suits  on  bonds,  which  had  been 
iriven  for  the  c<)!le<-li<<n  of  <hilit  -j.  hi  a  f«'W  days  after  his  response  to  this  depu- 
tation was  made  kuowu  iu  New  Vurlc,  all  the  banks  in  that  city  stopped  specie  pay 
ments,  and  their  example  was  soon  followed  by  nearly  all  the  banks  in  all  the 
statee.  In  this  emergeney,  Hr.  Van  Buren  waa  eompelled  to  convene  an  extra  sea* 
sion  of  Congress,  to  proride  for  meeting  demaixU  on  the  treasury  with  legal  cur- 
rency. He  accordingly  summoned  the  Twenty  tilth  Con^frr^s  to  meet  at  thecapltol 
on  the  4th  day  of  September,  1837.  The  sussiou  lasted  dve  or  six  weeks.  In  his 
message  to  Congress.  Mr.  Van  Bnren  aaalgnei  as  tbeeanaee  of  the  unhappy  condt- 
tlon  of  the  eonntry,  the  csMsalve  lasnee  of  bank  paper;  the  graaiflie  In  New  York, 
in  December,  181)5;  the  large  Investments  that  htu\  been  made  In  nnprodnetlTe 
lanil!».  nn»l  other  speculative  enterprises.  To  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  treasury, 
as  well  as  to  provide  for  the  public  relief,  as  far  as  to  them  seemed  proper.  Con- 
grsaa  passed  an  aet  anthorlsing  the  Issue  of  treaanrynotea  to  the  aaumnt  of  '10,- 
000,000.'     (History  of  the  United  Statee,  by  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  p.  400) . 

tOf  the  condition  of  affairs  In  Kirtland  at  this  time  EUaa  B.  Snow,  In  her  Blog- 

rspby  of  her  brother,  the  late  President  LoreuEO  Snow,  snys:  "A  spirit  of  speen- 
l«fii-ri  h:i(!  i-rept  iuto  the  hearts  of  some  ttf  tlie  Twelve,  and  nearly,  if  not  every 
quorum  was  more  or  less  infected.  Most  of  the  Saints  were  poor,  aud  uow  pros- 
perity was  dawning  upon  them— the  Temple  was  completed,  and  In  It  they  had 
bem  reelplenta  of  manrelona  bleaslngs,  and  many  who  had  been  hnmhle  and  ialHh 
ful  to  the  performance  of  every  duty — ready  to  go  and  come  at  every  call  of  the 
Priesthood,  were  getting  hsngbty  in  their  spirits,  and  lifted  up  in  the  pride  of 
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iustitatioDS  refused  the  *^Kirtland  Safety  Society's"  notes. 
The  enemy  abroad,  and  apostates  in  our  midst,  united 
in  their  schemes,  floor  and  provisions  were  turned  towards 
other  markets,  and  many  became  disaffected  toward  me 

as  thoui^h  I  w(M-e  the  sole  cause  of  tliose  very  evils  I  was 
most  strenuously  striving  against,  and  which  were  actually 
brought  upon  us  by  the  brethren  not  giving  heed  to  my 
counsel. 

No  quorum  in  the  Church  was  entirely  exempt  from  the 
influence  of  those  false  spirits  who  are  striving  against  me 
for  the  mastery;  even  some  of  the  Twelve  were  so  far 

lost  to  their  high  and  responsible  calling,  as  to  begin  to 
take  sides,  secretly,  with  the  enemy.* 

their  hr^iirts.  As  the  Saints  drniik  in  the  \ove  ftiid  spirit  of  the  world,  the  Spirit  r»t 
tliM  Lord  withdrew  from  their  hearts,  and  they  were  filled  with  pride  and  b»tred 
towwd  thoM  who  wintalned  iMt  Integrity.  They  Itidwd  ttemMlvM  tofaCbw  i* 
«B  oppoetng  party— pretended  tiiat  th«y  eonstltated  Che  drareh,  and  etatead  that 
the  Temple  belonged  to  them,  and  eren  attempted  to  hold  it.'* 

•  Among  those  who  were  embittered  again^^t  the  Prophet  at  this  time  was  Elder 
r»rley  1'.  Pratt,  and  of  this  incident  in  his  experience  he  says:  "About  this  time, 
(somnierof  1837)  after  I  bad  returned  from  Canada,  there  were  jarringtt  and  dis* 
corda  In  the  Chnrah  at  KIrtland,  and  many  fell  away  and  beeame  enamlaa  and 
apostate  s.  There  were  also  envyings,  lyin^,  strifes  and  diirisions,  which  eaased 
much  trouble  and  sorrow.  By  such  spirits  1  was  also  accused,  misrepresonled  and 
abused.  And  at  one  time,  1  also  was  overcome  by  the  Home  spirit  in  a  great  tueas- 
Qre»  and  it  acemed  at  If  Cha  Tery  powera  of  darfcneaa  wfaleh  war  agabmt  ^km  Snfnta 
ware  let  looae  npon  me.  But  the  Lord  knew  my  faith,  my  sea),  my  integrity  of 
purpose,  and  Ho  iravp  nie  the  victory.  1  went  to  Brother  Joseph  Smith  in  team, 
and,  witii  a  broken  heart  and  conlriic  sj)irjt.  confessed  wherein  1  had  erred  in 
spirit,  murmured,  or  done  or  said  amiss.  He  fraulcly  forgave  me,  prayed  for  me 
and  blesacd  me.  Thutt  by  ezperienoet  I  learned  more  ftelly  to  diaeem  and  to  eon 
trast  the  two  spirits,  and  to  reslat  the  one  and  cleave  to  the  other.  And*  botnip 
tempted  in  all  point*,  even  as  others,  I  leiinie<l  liow  to  bear  with,  and  excuse,  and 
succor  those  who  are  tempted." — (Autobiography of  Parley  P.  Pratt,  pp.  183-4). 

In  the  raldat  of  theae  tnrablaa  there  were  repataUona  mada  aa  well  as  aome  loot. 
Among  those  who  were  deTelopad  raUier  than  deattoyad  by  the  troublea  and  tem>- 

tntions  of  th''s«>  tinios  was  tlie  Inte  President  John  Tayli.r.  Referrinp  lo  a  vi»jt 
which  Elder  Taylor  made  to  Kirthmd  in  the  s|>rinir  of  l^  i7  his  Biography  Kt«t4>s  : 
*'At  that  time  there  was  a  bitter  spirit  of  apostatiy  rife  in  Kirtlaud.  A  number  in 
the  quorum  of  the  Twelve  were  disaffeeted  toward  the  Prophat,  and  tho  Ohvreh 
seemed  on  the  point  Of  disintegration.  Among  others,  Parley  P.  Pratt  wa«  fioun* 
derinj?  in  dnrkru-ss.  and  coniinir  to  Klder  Taylor  told  him  of  some  things  wherein  he 
considered  the  l*rophet  Joseph  in  error.  To  hisremarlcs  Elder  TayK<r  replicii:  *I  ain 
•urprised  to  hear  yoo  apeak  so,  Brother  Pariey.  Before  you  left  Canada  you  bore  a 
atroag  testimony  to  Joseph  SmlHi  being  a  Prophet  of  God,  and  to  the  tmth  of  the 
work  he  has  Inaacurated ;  and  you  s.iid  you  know  tliese  thing's  by  revelation,  and 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Uboat.  You  gave  to  me  a  strict  charge  to  the  eifeet  that  thoogh 
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In  this  state  of  things,  and  but  a  few  weeks  before  the 
Twelve  wei'e  expecting  to  meet  in  full  qnorum,    „  •      . . 

'  ~i  1     The  BritUh 

(some  of  them  haviiit^  been  absent  for  some  Mission  Pro- 
lime),  Ood  revealed  to  me  that  sometliin^? 
new  must  be  done  for  the  salvation  of  His  Church.  And 
-©n  or  about  the  first  of  June,  1837,  Heber  C.  Kimball, 
one  of  the  Twelve,  was  set  apart  by  ihe  spirit  of  prophe- 
cy and  revelation,  prayer  and  laying  on  of  hands,  of  the 
First  Plresidency,  to  preside  over  a  mission  to  England, 
to  be  the  first  foreio^n  mission  of  the  Chnrch  of  Christ  in 
the  last  days.  *  While  we  were  about  ordaining  him,  Orson 

yon  or  aa  aogel  from  hooTen  wm  to  d«clore  onythliiff  else  1  wm  not  to  bolloTo  ft. 
Now  Brother  Parley,  it  in  not  man  that  I  am  following,  bat  the  Lord.   The  prind- 

voij  tntiiErht  me  led  me  to  Him,  and  I  now  have  the  Kame  t«"*timony  that  ynn 
then  rejoiced  in.  If  the  worli  was  true  8ix  monUia  ago,  it  is  true  today;  if  Joseph 
waa  then  «  Prophet,  he  is  nov  •  PropbeL'  To  the  h<mor  of  Elder  Pratt,  be  it  said^ 
lie  eonght  no  fnrther  to  leod  Elder  Teylor  Mtrmy;  nor  did  be  nee  mneh  orinmient 
in  the  tir^t  place.  'He  and  many  others,'  i*a\f<  Eltlcr  Taylor,  'were  pas<*ing  under 
H  ilurk  f|<iud;  he  Boon  mfidi'  nil  ri^ht  with  tliv  I'rDjthet  Josepli,  and  was  re.^tored  to 
full  lulluvrahip.'  It  was  utjout  this  time  tbut  Elder  Taylor  flrat  came  prominently 
before  the  Chimb.  The  epoetotee  met  frequently  In  the  Temple,  moA  on  ono  of 
tbeae  occaelone*  oo  t  Sonday—tbe  Prophet  Joaeph  wm  nbeent— Warren  PerrUb 
made  a  violent  nttufk  upon  the  rhnraoter  of  the  Prophet,  In  whieh  he  was  warmly 
sustained  hy  many  of  thosti  present.  Toward*  the  close  of  the  UH't-tiiic.  Elder 
Taylor  asked  the  privilege  of  ttpeakiug.  It  was  granted  him.  He  lef erred,  in 
opening  hie  remerlu,  to  the  anelent  lenelltes,  end  to  their  nrarmnrlnge  agnlnet 
God  and  Mo>-< mid  then  aehed:  'From  whence  do  we  ^et  our  intelligence,  ami 
kiiowledue  t>f  iIjc  laws,  ordinances  and  doctrines  of  the  kin^'doiii  of  (iodf  Who 
nuderatood  cren  the  tlrat  priuciplea  of  the  doctrines  of  Christ  f  Who  in  the  Chris- 
tian world  taught  themf  If  we,  with  oar  learning  and  Intelligence,  conld  not  And 
oot  Oie  irat  prinelplea,  whieh  waa  the  eaae  with  myaelf  and  mUIkma  of 'otiiera, 
how  can  we  find  out  the  niysterieH  of  the  kingdom?  It  was  Joseph  Smith,  under 
the  Almifrhty.  who  ik'vt  loi)ed  the  firnt  [iriru-iples,  and  to  liirn  we  must  look  for 
further  iustructiouH.  If  tbe  spirit  which  he  manifests  does  not  bring  bleHsings, 
I  am  ftry  mneh  afraid  that  tbe  one  mantfeated  by  thoae  who  baye  apoken,  will 
not  bowery  likely  to  secure  them.  The  children  of  larael,  formerly,  after  aeotng 
tlif  j>o\vf  r  of  (iod  ni«iiif<  >-tfd  in  their  midst,  f«dl  into  rehellion  and  i«lolHtry,  and 
there  is  certainly  very  threat  danger  of  our  doing  the  same  thing.'  While  the  apos- 
tatea  were  neiter  convinred  nor  silenced  by  the  remarka  of  Elder  Taylor,  the  faith - 
ftal  Salnta  were  atrengtbened.  and  aaw  in  tiuit  fearleaa  defender  of  the  Prophet,  a 
ebanplQa  of  innocence  and  tmth.  While  on  his  ])art,  in  commenting  on  this  rir 
eumMtance.  Fdder  Taylor  remark 'I  was  ]»airi»  d  on  the  one  hand  to  witnoss  tlie 
hard  feelings  and  severo  «  xi>r<  >si.(iiH  of  apo^tttte8;  while  on  the  other,  I  rejoiced  to 
aee  the  flrmoM,  faith,  integrity  and  joy  of  the  faltbfnl.' Life  of  John  Taylor, 
pp.  n,40,41.) 

•  Of  thia  eall  of  Beher  C.  Kimball  to  the  Presidency  of  tbe  British  mlaalon  hia 
blofnphor  (Blahop  O.  F.  Whitney,  hia  grandson)  girea  the  following  aeeonnt; 
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Hyde,  another  of  the  Twelve,  came  in,  and  upon  listen- 
ing to  what  was  passing,  his  heart  melted  within  him, 

(for  he  had  be^uii  to  drink  of  the  cup  filled  with  the  over- 
rtowings  of  speculation),  he  acknowledged  all  his  faultv*, 
asked  forgiveness,  and  olYered  to  accompany  Pi.  sideTit 
Kimball  on  his  mission  to  England.  His  oiler  was  ac- 
cepted, and  he  was  set  apart  for  that  purpose.* 
Thirty-five  Elders',  three  Priests',  two  Teachers',  and 
two  Deacons'  licenses  were  recorded  in  the 

Licenses. 

license  records  in  Kirtland,  during  the  quarter 

ending  June  3rd,  by  Thomas  Burdick. 
Ou  the  10th  of  June,  1837,  a  coufereuce  of  the  Church 

"C)n  SuiKlny,  the  4tli  day  of  Jtin<'.  1S37."  sayji  Heber  C.  Kimball,  *'th«'  Prv»phel 
Joseph  caaiu  to  me,  while  I  was  Heated  iu  front  of  the  stand,  above  the  jiacramvot 
table,  on  tli*  Mel4diia«d«k  tide  of  tiie  Temple,  in  Klrttsnd.  end  vlibperiog  to  WMt, 
Mid,  'Brother  Heber,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has  whispered  to  me:  Let  mj  aervaat 
Heber  po  to  England  and  proclaim  my  flospel,  and  open  the  door  of  j-.ilvatton  U» 
that  nation.'"  The  thought  was  overpowering.  He  had  l»een  surpris.  d  at  hi-i 
to  the  Apostleship;  now  he  was  overwhelmed.  Like  Jeremiah  he  stuggeriMl  uud^r 
the  weight  of  hie  own  weekneee,  eselafmtag  la  adf'hamlUetkm:  **0,  Lord.  I  mm  a 
men  of  steminering  tongue,  and  altug:ether  unfit  for  snch  a  work;  how  can  I  go  ta 
preach  i!i  th:it  lund,  whi<  h  is  so  famed  throughout  Christendom  for  Innmiag, 
knowledge  aud  piety;  the  nursery  of  religion;  and  to  a  people  whoxe  iutclligeiM^ 
Is  proverbial  1  Fishing  my  weiAneBS  to  go  upon  muk  aa  emnd,  I  aakad  Kh« 
Prophet  if  Brother  Brigbau  might  go  with  me.  He  replied  that  he  wanted  Brother 
Brigbam  to  stay  with  him,  for  he  had  Homething  else  for  htm  to  do.  The  idea  of 
each  a  mission  was  nlmo-^t  more  tlian  1  could  bear  up  under.  1  was  almost  r*»aJ> 
to  sink  under  the  burden  which  wa^  placed  upou  me.  However,  all  these  ounstder 
ations  did  not  deter  me  from  the  pattt  oi  datys  tiie  moment  i  understood  tho  will 
of  my  heavMily  Father,  I  felt  a  determination  to  go  at  all  haaards,  bellofiBC  that 

He  would  support  me  by  Uis  nliiiiglity  power,  and  enu'ow  mo  with  every  qualiflc;^ 
tion  that  I  needed;  and  althuugli  n»y  family  was  «lear  to  me,  and  1  .shouhl  have  to 
leave  them  almost  destitute,  1  felt  that  the  cause  of  truth,  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
oQtwelghed  erery  other  eonalderatlon."— (LIfO  of  H^ier  0.  Klmhall»  tj  O,  F. 
Whitney,  pp.  116»  117). 

*  The  British  mission  was  really  an  outgrowth  of  the  worit  in  Canada.  '^Soretal 

of  the  Saints  in  Canada,"  says  Parley  1*.  Pratt,  in  speaking  of  his  labors  therv  in 
the  early  s]>riiig  of  IHIiT,  "were  Knglish,  who  bad  frit-nds  in  England.  Letters  had 
already  been  ueut  to  them  with  iuformation  of  the  rise  of  the  Church,  aaU  of 
Its  principles.  Several  of  the  Canadian  Elders  ftolt  a  deeire  to  go  on  a 
mission  to  their  friends  in  that  country.  At  length,  Joseph  Fielding.  IsaaO  Bna* 
st'II,  .John  (loodsdi)  .Tiid  .lohn  Siii.icr,  of  the  Canadian  Folders,  were  srlected  for  a 
mission  to  England.  Eldera  Heber  C.  Kimball  and  Orson  Hyde,  of  the  (quorum  uf 
the  Twelve,  were  selected  to  go  at  the  head  of  the  mission,  and  Elder  Willanl 
BMiaids  waa  appointed  to  aecompany  them.**— ( Antoblography  of  Psriey  P.  Pralt« 
p.  183). 
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was  held  at  Portland,  district  of  Johnstown,  upper  Canada, 

at  which  EldtM-  John  E.  Page  presided.  There    p,^^^^^^  p^^. 

were  present  thirteen  Elders,  five  Priests,  fereuceiuUp- 

per  Cuiadft. 

eight  Teachers,  and  six  Deacons;  and  there 
were  seven  Elders,  nine  Priests,  eleven  Teachers  and  five 
Deacons  ordained.  West  Bastard,  Bedford,  Bathurst, 
North  Bathnrst,  East  Bastard,  Williamsburg,  Leeds,  and 
Sonth  Crosby  branches  were  represented  at  the  confer- 
ence, comprising  three  hundred  members  in  <]^ood  stand- 
ing, and  five  baptized  at  conference,  total  three  hundred 
and  five,  l)eing  the  fruits  of  the  labors  of  Eider  John  E. 
Page  in  the  last  thirteen  months. 


MrnitUi  of  a  High  Council  Meeting  in  Miaaouri, 

At  A  meetinic  of  the  Bigh  Couneil,  at  the  Committee  Store,  Far  Weet, 
June  11, 1837,  John  Whitmer  and  W.  W.  Phelpe  piesiduiflr>  Besolved 
hy  the  Coaneil  and  all  preaent  that  the  bnildioiroommittee  be  upheld  in 
the  mercantile  bntineas,  by  our  prayers;  that  Lyman  Wight,  Simeon 
Carter  and  Eliaa  Higbee  be  upheld  in  eondnoting  a  leather  store;  that 
John  Corrill,  Isaao  Morley,  and  Calvin  Bebee  engage  in  the  mereantile 
bnvneas  if  they  chooee;  that  the  right  of  no  man  shall  be  infringed 
upon,  to  do  as  he  choose  according  to  the  law  of  Qod  and  man;  and 
that  the  above  named  men  shall  be  upheld  in  purchasing  goods  as  other 
men. 

It  was  reported  that  certain  individuals,  not  of  the  Church,  wore  de- 
sirious,  or  were  about  to  estahlisli  th»'iiiselves  as  grocers,  retaders  of 
spirituous  liquors,  and  so  forth,  in  Far  West,  whereupon  it  was  re- 
solved tliut  we  will  not  u[>hoUl  any  man  or  men  to  take  a  partner 
oat  of  the  Chun-h  to  trade;  or  traffic  in  this  lino  of  business,  or  sell 
for  any  man  or  men  out  of  the  Church,  in  his  name,  or  on  com- 
misnion. 

David  W.  Patten  re(iuosto<l  that  the  Cliuroh  pay  his  dobts,  and  take 
him  for  security,  that  ho  lui^ht  go  forth  and  preach  the  (r(>spel. 

Kosolvod  that  Elder  Patten's  request  be  granted,  and  that  David 
W.  Patten  ami  Thomas  B.  Marsh,  receive  each  a  lot  in  the  town  of 
Far  West,  free  of  charge,  and  that  the  Bishop,  if  he  approve,  give 
a  title. 

John  Cobbill,  Clerk. 
The  same  evening,  [Uth  of  June]  while  I  was  engaged 
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in  giving  some  special  instruct  ions  to  Elders  Kimball  and 
The  Prophet'*  Hyde,  and  Priest  J oseph  Fielding, *  concerning 
JrihrBr^fHh  mission  to  England,  President  Brigham 

MiBskmwies.  Yonng  Came  into  my  house,  where  we  were  sit- 
ting, accompanied  by  Dr.  Willard  Richards,  who  had  just 
returned  from  a  special  business  mission  to  New  York, 
Boston,  and  other  eastern  cities,  on  which  he  started  with 
President  Youn^  on  the  14th  of  March — Dr.  Richards 
having  been  previously  ordained  an  Elder.,  viz,  on  the  Gth 
of  March,  and  President  Young  having  returned  from  the 
mission  a  few  days  previous.  My  instructions  to  the 
brethren  were,  when  they  anived  in  England,  to  adhere 
closely  to  the  first  principles  of  the  Oospel,  and  remain 
silent  concernin.i^  the  «i:atherinir,  the  vision,  and  the  Book 
of  Doctrine  and  ( 'ovciiniits,  until  such  time  as  the  work 
was  fully  establisiied,  and  it  should  be  clearly  made  mani- 
fest !)>'  the  Spirit  to  do  otherwise. 

Monday f  June  1J2, — I  was  taken  sick,  and  kept  my 
room,  unable  to  attend  to  business. 

Elder  Willard  Richards,  having  reported  his  mission, 
requested  the  privilege  of  fulfilling  a  covenant  which  he 
Willard  Uit-h-  nuide  with  President  Kimball  in  January, 
thf  Britfsh*  which  was,  that  he  should,  agreeal)lc  to  his 
MiHsiou.  desire,  accompany  the  Twelve  on  their  first 
foreign  mission.  President  ilyruni  Smith  and  Sidney 
Rigdon  granted  his  petition,  laid  their  hands  upon  his 
head,  and  set  him  apart  for  the  English  mission. 

Tuesday,  18. — My  afSictions  continued  to  increase,  and 
were  very  severe,  insomuch  that  I  was  unable  to  raise  my 
fiineuM  of  the  from  my  pillow  when  the  brethren  called 

Prophet.  \^\^\   jj^i   farewell;  and  at  nine  o'clock 

a.  m.  Elders  Heber  C.   Kimball,  Orson  Hyde,  Will- 

*  Joseph  Kieltliu^  wan  boin  in  Houeyilon,  Uradtunlshire,  KnglanU,  Ami  was  tiir 
«on  of  John  and  Riichel  Fleldlngr*  He  emtgrated  from  Bniclaod  and  located  in 
Upper  Canada,  near  Toronto,  In  1832.    Tocretber  with  his  two  slstera,  Marj  and 

Rachol.  r«*roivoil  x\\o  Gospel  umk-r  the  nunistry  of  Elder  I*arley  P.  Pratt  in 
May,  18:('J,  and  soon  after  whs  onlainc^i  a  Prieft  and  joined  the  luitisiOD  to  England 
as  recorilvd  in  the  text  of  the  history  above. 
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ard  Eichards,  and  Joseph  Fielding,  a  Priest,  a  na- 
tive of  HoneydoD,  England,  left  KirtlaDd  in  com- 
pany with  President  Brigham  Yonng  and  several 
of  the  Kirtland  brethren  and  sisters,  who  continued 
with  them  as  far  as  Fairport,  on  Lake  Erie,  where  the 
missions rit's  took  a  steamer  for  Buli'alo,  directing  their 
course  for  New  York  City. 

Wednesday,  14. — ^1  continued  to  gi-ow  worse  and  worse 
until  my  sufferings  were  excruciating,  and 
although  in  the  midst  of  it  all  I  felt  to  ^t^S^^il''' 
rejoice  in  the  salvation  of  Israelis  God,  yet  Sef^I^or 
I  foond  it  expedient  to  call  to  my  assistance   "ici""*  **** 
those  means  which  a  kind  Providence  had  pro- 
vided for  the  restoration  of  the  sick,  in  conntH-tion  with 
the  ordinances;  and  Dr.  Levi  liichards,  at  my  request, 
administered  to  me  herbs  and  mild  food,  and  nmrsed  mo 
with  all  tenderness  and  attention;  and  my  heavenly 
Father  blessed  his  administrations  to  the  easing  and  com- 
forting of  my  system,  for  I  began  to  amend  in  a  short 
time,  and  in  a  few  days  I  was  able  to  resume  my  usual 
labors. 

This  is  one  ui  the  manv  instanrM's  in  which  I  have  sud- 
denly  been  brought  from  a  state  of  health,  to  the  borders 
of  the  grave,  and  as  suddenly  restored,  for  which  my  heart 
swells  with  gratitude  to  my  heavenly  Father,  and  I  feel 
renewedly  to  dedicate  myself  and  all  my  powers  to  His 
service. 

While  I  was  thus  aflht't*' ],  the  enemy  of  all  righteous- 
ness was  suggesting,  apostates  rcjxM-tinir,  and  . 

,      ,    „  rr  ,  Dastardly 

the  doubtful  believnig  that  my  alllictions  were  Suic«e«»UonH 

,  T  •    ^  .of  Apottatm. 

sent  upon  me,  because*  I  was  m  transgression, 
and  had  taught  the  Church  things  contrary  to  godliness; 
but  of  this  the  Lord  judge  between  me  and  them,  while  I 
pray  my  Father  to  forgive  them  the  wrong  they  do. 

The  brethren  appointed  to  the  mission  to  England,  landed 
at  ButTalo,  and  went  down  the  canal.  While  walking 
on  its  bank,  l*resident  Kimball  found  an  iron  ring,  about 
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one  aud  one-fonrth  inch  diameter,  which  he  presented  to 
Elder  Richards,  savincr,        will  make  vou  a 

I'roprress  of  .  ^ 

the  British  present  of  this,  keep  it  m  remembrance 
of  me,  for  our  friendship  shall  be  as  end- 
less as  this  ring." 

The  brethren  having  been  disappointed  in  not  receiving 
fnnds  from  Canada,  while  at  Bnffalo,  Elder  Richards  left 
Arrival  of  Brit-  the  coiiiitanv  at  Albsnv,  and  in  company 
in  New  York.  with  Presid(Mit  Kiml)all  visited  his  frieuds  in 
l^ichmond,  Massachusetts,  where  they  obtained  means  suf- 
ficient to  continue  their  journey;  and  arrived  in  New 
York  on  the  eve  of  the  22nd  of  Jane,  where  they  found 
Elder  Hyde  and  Brother  Fielding,  also  three  brethren 
from  Canada,  viz.,  John  Ooodson,*  one  of  the  Beventies, 
Elder  Isaac  Russell, t  and  John  Snyder,!  a  Priest,  who 
had  i^oiie  forward  to  join  the  mission;  and  on  the  23rd 
they  engaged  jiassage  to  Liverpool  in  the  second  cabin  of 
the  merchant  ship  Garruk, 

The  brethren  found  but  one  member  of  the  Church  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  viz.,  Elder  Elijah  Foidham,  who 
was  very  attentive,  and  rendered  them  assistance  ac- 

*ConcemiDg  the  plaw  and  time  of  the  birth  of  .lohn  Good.soD  nothiafenb* 
learned.  lit- was,  however,  nmong  those  whom  Kldt-r  I'arley  P.  Fntt  WWWttd 
in  Upper  Canada  duriiiir  his  iiu-nioruble  missioD  in  that  land. 

t  Isaac  RuHsell  was  bom  April  IJ,  1607,  inWintly  Hall,  Cuiuberland  Cuuuty.  Eng- 
land.  Hie  fetLer'e  name  wee  Williem  BneeeU*  and  leaee  wee  Hm  jwngm^  «f 
thirteen  children.  The  family  emi»;rated  to  America  about  1817,  settling  in  Upp«>r 
Canada.  In  .Tunc,  IH'Jfi.  he  married  .Mary  Walton  and  made  his  home  in  Torout<^. 
where  he  received  the  Gospel  under  the  ministry  of  Elder  Parley  1*.  Trait.  Ho 
was  ordained  an  Elder  and  engaged  in  mieeionary  worlt  in  Upper  Canada  nntU  b« 
Joined  tlie  Britiali  miaaioa  nnder  tlie  leadaraliip  of  Elder  Hebar  C.  RImliall,  aa  alalod 
in  the  text. 

t.lolin  Snyder  was  bom  in  New  Bnmswirk,  Nova  Scotia.  November  II.  18(K).  He 
remuved  with  his  fnther'a  family  to  Upper  Canada,  near  Toronto.  His  father  died 
while  John  waa  yet  u  youth,  Irat  nnder  the  iaflataee  of  hie  aootfiffir,  a  woomd  of 
etraiif  eharaetar  and  upright  life,  yottng  Snyder  grew  to  manhood  with  strong  r«> 
JigiODM  sentiments.  In  1833  he  joined,  with  the  late  i'resident  John  Taylor,  an 
association  of  students  of  th»'  Scriptures  who  were  seeking  for  a  j>rofoand»;r 
knowl«;dge  of  the  truth.  It  was  to  this  association  that  Elder  Farley  i'.  Pratt  waj» 
directed  in  1886  and  to  whom  be  so  fre^EOMitiiy  ptaaehad  ib»  Qoapel  tiial  qpMa  a 
numl>er  of  them  united  with  the  Chureb,  John  Snyder  anions  them.  Soon  after 
John  8ny<!'  r  was  ordained  to  tiko  Priaathbod  and  joined  the  British  mission  aa 
«tated  in  the  text. 


I 

Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  1837j 


HISTOKY  OF  THE  CHUKCH. 


495 


c'ordinir  to  liis  means,  but  tli<\v,  ])e'mg;  short  of  funds  to 
pav  thoir  passapre,  etc.,  removed  from  their 

*      *  *  -  Kindni'ss  of 

lodgings  at  Mrs.  Fordham's  (Elder  Ford-   Eiu«h  Ford- 
ham's  sister-in-law),  on  the  24tli,  and,  hiring 
a  room  in  an  unfomished  store  house  of  Elder  Fordham's 
father,  took  lodgings  on  the  floor,  and  ate  their  bread  and 
drank  their  water,  until  they  went  on  shipboard. 

8nN(/a!/^  2'i. — The  })rot]ireu  remained  in  their  lodgings 
fasting,  praying  find  councilin^  for  the  suect^ss 
of  the  mission,  and  had  a  joyful  time.    lu  the  \ork 
afternoon  two  sectarian  priests  came  in  to  talk  "Lrtu7e~for 
and  find  fault,  but  they  were  soon  confounded, 
and  left.  On  the  28th  the  brethren  deposited  one  of  Orson 
Hyde's  * 'Timely  Warnings, ' '  in  the  New  York  postoffie,  for 
each  of  tlie  sectarian  })riests  in  the  city,  amounting  to  some 
hundreds.    They  went  on  V)oard  the  (hn  ricl:  on  the  29th, 
and  left  the  dock;  on  the  30th,  lay  at  anchor  in  East  River; 
and  at  7:30  a.  m.,  on  the  first  of  July,  were  towed  out  of 
harbor  by  a  steamer,  hoisted  sail,  and  were  out  of  sight 
of  land  at  4:30  p.  m. 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 

FIXAN'  IAL  ('OXDITIONS  IN  VAHIOrS  NATIONS — 1'IU)(;KESS  OF 
THE  HHITISH  MISSION — CONFEKENCES  AT  FAK  WEST  AN1> 
KIBXLAND. 

The  tollowiiiir  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  the  brethren 
in  Kivtlaud,  written  at — 

Far  Wsst,  Missouri,  July  7,  1837. 

Monday,  the  3rd  of  Jalyi  was  a  sreat  and  glorious  day  in  Far  West, 
more  than  fifteen  hundred  Saints  assembled  at  this  plaee,  and  at  half- 
past  eight  ID  the  morning,  after  prayer,  Hin^i  ng,  and  an  address,  they  pro- 

cetMlt  (1  tu  break  the  {ground  for  the  Lord's  House.  The  day  was  beauti- 
ful; the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  with  us.  An  excavation  for  this  great 
edifice,  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  \ong  by  eighty  feet  broad  was  nearly 
finished.  Tuesday,  the  4th,  we  had  a  larpe  nieetinp,  and  several  of  the 
Miss«)urians  were  baptized;  our  nieetiiif^s,  held  in  the  open  prairie,  were 
l.'irirer  than  tliey  were  in  Kirtian»l,  when  I  wa-^  tliere.  We  have  more 
or  h'ss  to  Itlfss.  oonfirtn,  utid  l)aptize.  every  Sal>ljath.  This  sano*  day 
<»ur  school  section  was  sold  at  auction,  and  although  entirely  a  prairie, 
it  brout,'ht,  on  a  year's  credit,  from  i^ii.oO  to  ^10.20  per  acre,  niakiuu 
our  first  school  f  und  five  thousand  and  seventy  dollars.  Land  cannot 
be  had  around  town  now  much  less  than  ten  dollars  per  acre. 

Our  numbers  incrense  daily,  and  notwithstanding  the  season  has  b«en 
cold  and  backward  no  one  has  lacked  a  meal  or  went  hungry.  Provisions 
have  risen  in  price,  but  not  as  high  as  accounts  say  they  are  abroad. 
Public  notice  has  been  given  by  the  mob  in  Daviess  county,  north  of 
us,  for  the  Mormons  to  leave  that  county  by  the  first  of  August  and  go 
into  Caldwell :  our  enemies  will  not  slumber  till  Satan  knows  how  vain 
is  his  plotting.  Our  town  gains  some,  we  have  about  one  hundred 
buildings,  eight  of  which  are  stures.  If  the  brethren  abroad  are  wise 
and  will  come  on  with  means  and  help  enter  the  land  and  populate  the 
county  and  build  the  Lord's  House,  we  shall  soon  have  one  of  the  most 
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precious  spots  ou  the  ^lobe;  God  grant  that  it  may  be  so.  Of  late  we 
receive  little  news  from  you,  and  we  think  much  of  that  is  exaggerated. 

As  ever, 

W.  W.  Phslps. 

N.  B.— PhMwe  lay  in  yoar  Mestenger  and  AdvocaU  "A  postoffloe  has 
been  established  at  Far  West,  Caldwell  ooanty,  Hissonri.*' 

The  same  day  (July  7th),  the  Garrick  passed  the  bauks 
of  Newfoundland. 

Some  time  previous  to  this  I  resigned  my  office  in  the 
'^Kirtland  Safety  Society,"  disposed  of  my  i>roi,h^t. 
interest  therein,  and  withdrew  from  the  insti-  Rt'^Jpn* 

Oflice  in  the 

tution;  beinfir  fullv  aware,  after  so  Ions:  an  "Safety  So- 
experiiiieiit,  that  no  institution  of  the  kind, 
establislied  upon  jnst  and  ri^chteons  i)rinciples  for  a  bless- 
ing not  only  to  the  Church  but  tlie  whole  nation,  would 
be  suffered  to  continue  its  operations  in  such  an  age  of 
darkness,  speculation  and  wickedness.  Almost  all  banks 
throughout  the  country,  one  after  the  other,  have  suspended 
speeie  payment,  and  ^old  and  silver  have  risen  in  value  in 
direct  ratio  with  the  dej>reeiation  of  paper  enrreney.  The 
^reat  pressure  of  the  money  niiirkot  is  felt  in  England  as 
well  as  America,  and  bread  stuti's  are  everywhere  high. 
The  season  has  been  cool,  wet  and  backward. 

Mexico,  unwilling  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
Texas,  considers  her  inhabitants  as  rebellious 
subjects.    Spain  is  divided  a)?ainst  herself,    vwiom  Na- 

1         1  I        1  1   <  -1  1  tlOM. 

wasting  her  blood  and  treasure  m  Ikm*  own  de- 
struction. Poi'tugal  is  rapidly  exhausting  her  resources 
in  princely  luxuries.  Poland  has  lost  her  rank  among  the 
nations  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  Nicholas,  the  Russian 
autocrat.  The  government  of  Buenos  Ayres  has  declaimed 
war  against  Peru,  and  nearly  all  the  republics  of  South 
America  are  mingled  in  the  strife,  while  the  Indians  con- 
rmue  their  depredations  on  the  inhal)itants  of  Floi-ida. 
Trouhh*  and  distress  ai-e  the  grand  tnjiics  of  eonvi'i'sation 
amongst  politicians,  merchants,  meuhauics  and  dema- 
gogues; and  crimes,  misdemeanors,  and  casualties,  oc- 
cupy a  large  space  in  the  public  journals. 

38  Vol.  II.  y 
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Smulatjj  Juhi  Ifl. — Eldm-  Hy<le  picached  on  llu'  (juartiM'- 
deck  of  the  Garrick  coiieeiiiing  the  prophecies;  the  eabiu 
passengers  listened  with  attention,  and  were  particulai'ly 
affected  during  prayer,  also  a  little  child  belonging  to  some 
of  the  steerage  passengers,  that  was  sick  until  it  was  con- 
sidered hopeless,  was  healed  by  the  power  of  God,  Presi- 
dent Kimball  laying  his  hands  upon  it  secretly. 

On  the  18th  the  Garrick  entered  St.  George's  Channel, 
in  sight  of  Cape  Clear. 

On  Thursday  morning,  July  20th,  the  Garrick  an- 
chored in  the  liiver  Mersey,  opposite  Liverpool,  and  while 
the  cable  chains  were  }vt  rattling  the  merchant  ship  South 
America^  which  left  New  York  at  the  same  time  with  the 
Garrick,  under  a  bet,  it  is  said,  of  $10,000,  as  to  which 
would  be  in  Liverpool  first,  came  alongside,  having  kept 
in  sight  daily  during  the  voyage  but  never  getting  ahead 
of  the  Garrick;  and  in  all  the  different  stages  from  Kirt- 
land  to  Liverpool,  no  vessel  was  permitted  to  go  past 
the  mission. 

While  the  passcD-^^prs  were  going  on  l)oard  a  steamer 
Elders  Kimball,  Hyde,  Kichards,  and  Goodson  jumped 
,  ^,      into  a  small  boat  and  were  rowed  toward 

Ihe  Landing.  _ . ...»        .         -i.  -r^*  i 

shore.   When  within  leapmg  disf^ce  Elder 
Kimball  sprang  from  the  boat  as  if  impelled  by  some 

superior  powtn-  and  aliirhtt'(l  on  the  steps  of  the  dock,  fol- 
lowed instantly  by  Elders  Ilyde  and  Kichards,  all  three 
of  whom  had  not  one  farthing  on  earth  at  tiicir  command, 
while  Elder  Goodson,  having  a  heavy  purse  of  silver  in 
his  hand,  waited  until  the  vessel  touched  shore. 

On  the  brethren  went  to  Preston,  about  thirty  miles 
from  Liverpool,  and  as  they  alighted  from  the  coach  a 
"Truiu  win  large  flag  was  unfurled,  nearly  over  their 
Prevail."  hoads,  with  this  inscription,  in  letters  of 
gold,  "Ti-utli  will  Prevail,"  it  being  elc<*tion  day 
for  in<*nilHTs  of  Parliament.  King  William  the  Fourth  had 
receutl\  died  and  C^ueen  Victoria  was  about  to  organize 
her  cabinet.   Taking  lodgings  in  Wilford  street,  some  of 
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the  Elders  had  an  interview  that  evening  with  the  Rev. 
James  Fieldiug,  brother  of  Joseph  Fielding,  who  had  a 
chapel  in  that  place,  where  all  the  seven  brethren  went  to 
hear  hun  preach  on  Sunday,  23rd.   After  his  sermon  in 

the  morning  Mr.  Fielding  gave  notice  to  his  con^re«;ation 
that  there  were  present  some  mhiisters  from  Ameriea,  and 
they  would  occupy  his  pulpit  in  the  at'tci  noon .    This  un- 
expected olier  was  unsolicited  ))ut  joyfully  re-  jf,j,jneM©f 
ceived,  and  in  the  afternoon  President  Kim-    Rev.  jamea 
ball  gave  a  brief  relation  of  the  history  of  the 
Chnreh  from  the  commencement,  followed  by  Elder  Hyde, 
who  bore  testimony  to  the  same;  thus  was  the  key  tamed 
and  the  door  of  salvation  opened  to  the  inhabitants  of 
l^jUgland.     At  the  close  of  the  mectiii<;  Mr.  Fielding 
offered  his  })ul))it  for  the  evening,  when  Klder  (ioodson 
preached  and  Brother  Fielding  bore  testimony. 

The  same  day  that  the  Gospel  was  first  preached  in 
England  I  received  the  following 

Retelatum  giten  at  Kirtkmd,  Ohio,  July  HSrd,  1837,  The  word  of  the 
Lord  unto  Thomas  B.  Maruh,  coneeming  the  TWeIre  Apostlee  of  the 
Lamb* 

1.  Verily  thus  saith  the  Lord  onto  you,  my  servant  Thosias,  I  have 
heard  thy  prayersi  and  thine  alms  have  come  up  as  a  memorial  before 
me,  in  behalf  of  those  thy  brethren  who  were  ehosen  to  bear  testimony 
of  my  name,  and  to  send  it  abroad  among  all  nations,  kindreds, 
tongoes,  and  people,  and  ordained  through  the  instrumentality  of  my 
senrants. 

2.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  there  have  been  some  few  things  in  thine 

heart  and  with  thee  with  whioh  I,  the  Lord,  wa«  not  well  pleased; 

3.  Nevertheless,  inasrouch  as  thou  has  abased  thyself  thou  sbalt  be 
exalted,  therefore  all  thy  sins  are  f(ir^'iv«'n  thee. 

4.  liet  thy  heart  be  of  good  cheer  before  my  face,  and  thou  shalt 
bear  record  of  my  name,  not  only  unto  the  Gentiles  but  also  unto  the 
Jews;  and  tliou  shalt  send  forth  my  word  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

5.  Contend  tlioii  tlu^refore  mf>rniii{r  l>y  morning,  and  day  after  day 
li't  thy  warninpf  voire  i,">  t'orfti,  and  when  tiie  nifjiit  comoth,  let  not  the 
inhabitants  of  the  cnrtli  sluinlx  r  because  of  thy  speech. 

G.  Let  thy  habitation  be  known  in  Zion,  aod  remove  not  thy  house, 

*  Doctrine  and  Corenants,  tee.  ocli. 
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for  It  the  Lord,  liave  a  trrcat  work  for  thee  to  do,  in  pubUeliiQf  ay 

name  anions  the  children  of  men; 

7.  Therefore  pird  up  thy  loins  for  the  work.  Let  thy  feet  be  shod, 
also,  tor  thou  art  chosen,  and  thy  (lath  lieth  among  the  monntaias,  aad 
among  man^*  nations; 

8.  And  by  thy  word  many  hi^^h  ones  shall  be  brought  low,  and  bj 
thy  word  many  low  ones  shall  \)^'  exalted, 

9.  Thy  voice  shall  be  a  rebukf  unto  the  trans£fri'ssor.  and  at  thj  !*• 
buke  let  the  tonj^ue  of  the  slanderei*  eease  its  pi-rverseness. 

10.  Be  thou  humble,  autl  tlip  Lord  thy  God  shall  lead  thee  by  the  band, 
and  ^'ive  thee  answer  to  thy  piayers. 

11.  I  know  thy  heart,  and  have  heard  thy  prayers  concerning  thy 
brethren.  Be  not  partial  toward  them  in  love  above  many  others;  but 
let  thy  love  be  for  them  as  for  thyself,  and  let  thy  love  abound  unto  a11 
men,  and  ante  all  who  love  my  name. 

12.  And  pray  for  thy  brethren  of  the  Twelve.  Admoaiah  then 
sharply  for  my  name's  sake,  and  let  them  be  admonished  for  all  their 
sins,  and  be  ye  faithful  before  me  unto  my  name. 

13.  And  after  their  temptations  and  mnoh  tribulation,  behold,  I,  the 
Lord,  will  feel  after  them,  and  if  they  harden  not  their  hearts,  uA 
stiffen  not  their  neeks  sgainst  me,  they  shall  be  oonverted  and  I  wii) 
heal  them. 

14.  Now,  I  say  unto  you,  and  what  I  say  unto  you  I  s^  unto  all  tht 
Twelve,  Arise  and  gird  up  your  loins,  take  np  your  eross,  follow  me, 
and  feed  my  sheep. 

15.  Exalt  not  yourselves;  rebel  not  against  my  servant  Joseph,  for 
verily  I  say  unto  yon,  I  am  with  him,  and  my  band  shall  be  over  him; 
and  the  keys  which  1  have  given  unto  him,  and  also  to  yoawaid,  shsU 
not  bo  taken  from  him  till  I  come. 

1().  Verily  1  say  unto  you  my  servant  Thomas,  thou  art  the  man 
whom  I  have  chosen  to  hold  the  keys  of  my  kingdom  (as  pertaining  to 
he  Twelve)  abroad  among  all  nations, 

17.  That  thou  mayest  be  my  servant  to  unlock  the  door  of  the  kioiT' 
dom  in  all  places  where  my  servant  Joseph,  and  my  servant  tSidney,  and 
my  servant  Hyrnm  cannot  come; 

18.  For  on  them  have  I  laid  the  burden  of  all  the  churches  for  a  lit> 
tic  season; 

lU.  Wherefore  whithersoever  they  shall  senil  yon,  i^o  ye.  an<l  I  wiH 
be  with  you;  and  in  whatsoever  place  ye  shall  proclaim  my  name,  au 
effectual  door  shall  be  opened  unto  you  that  they  may  receive  my  word: 

20.  Whosoever  reeeiveth  my  word  reeeiveth  me,  and  whosoever  re- 
eeiveth  me  reeeiveth  those  (the  First  Presideney)  whom  I  have  seoti 
whom  I  have  made  eonnselors  for  my  name^s  sake  unto  you. 
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21.  And  agwa,  I  saj  unto  fou,  that  whotDsoever  ye  shall  send  in  my 
name,  by  the  rotce  of  your  brethren  the  Twelve,  duly  reeommended 
and  anthorised  by  you,  shall  have  power  to  open  the  door  of  my  king- 
dom onto  any  nation,  whithersoever  ye  shall  send  them, 

22.  Inasmneh  as  they  shall  hnmble  themselves  before  me,  and  abide 
in  my  word,  and  hearken  to  the  voice  of  my  Spirit. 

23.  VeriJy,  verily  I  say  nnto  yoa,  darkness  covcrcth  the  earth,  and 
gross  darkness  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  all  flesh  has  become  eor- 
nipt  before  my  feee. 

24.  Behold,  vengeance  cometh  speedily  npon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  a  day  of  wrath,  a  day  of  burning,  a  day  of  desolation,  of  weep- 
ing, of  mourninpr*  and  of  lamentation,  and  as  a  whirlwind  it  shall  come 
upon  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  saith  the  Lord. 

25.  And  n[>(>n  my  house  shall  it  begiuiand  from  my  house  shall  it  go 
forth,  snith  tiie  Lord. 

20.  First  anionfiT  those  ani<>n|rj  you,  saith  the  Lord,  who  liave  pro- 
fe^;^»'d  to  know  my  name,  and  have  not  known  nie,  and  have  blasphemed 
ajjaiust  me  in  the  niidst  of  my  house,  saith  the  Lord. 

27.  Tiurefore  see  to  it  that  yon  trouble  not  yourselves  concerning 
the  affairs  of  my  Chureh  in  this  jdaee,  saith  the  Lord; 

28.  But  pu'  ify  your  hearts  before  rae,  and  then  go  ye  into  all  the  world, 
and  preach  my  Gospel  unto  every  creature  who  has  not  received  it, 

29.  And  he  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved,  and  he  that 
believeth  not  and  is  not  baptized,  shall  be  damned. 

30.  For  nnto  you  (the  Twelve)  and  those  (the  First  Presidency)  who 
are  appointed  with  yon,  to  be  yonr  counselors  and  your  leaders,  is  the 
power  of  this  Priesthood  given,  for  the  last  days  and  for  the  last  time, 
in  the  which  is  the  dispensation  of  the  fullness  of  times. 

31.  Which  power  you  hold  in  connection  with  all  those  who  have  re- 
oeived  a  dispensation  at  any  tim««  from  the  beginning  of  the  creation; 

32.  For  verily  I  say  unto  you,  the  keys  of  the  dispensation  which  ye 
have  received  have  come  down  from  the  fathers,  and  last  of  all  being 
sent  down  from  heaven  unto  you. 

33.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  behold,  how  great  is  your  calling.  Cleanse 
your  hearts  and  your  garments,  lest  the  blood  of  this  generation  be  re- 
quired at  your  haiid^. 

34  Be  faithful  until  I  eome,  for  I  come  quickly,  and  my  reward  is 
with  ni(>  to  reeompens<>  eveiy  mau  according  as  bis  work  shall  be.  1 
am  Alpha  and  Omega.  Amen. 

Albert  P.  Kockwood,*  of  Hollistoii,  Massachusetts, 

*  Albert  P.  Rockwood  wu  bom  Jnne  5,  18M,  In  HoUiston,  Mlddletex  eoonty, 
MMMCbiMetU. 
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having  heard  of  the  Saints,  through  Elders  Young  and 
Biehards,  came  to  Kirdand  to  InTestigate, 

Albert  P.  and  was  haptized  on  the  25th  of  July,  by 
President  Bngham  Young. 

WedriPsdaii ^  — Elder  Hyde  preached  in  the  evt^niug 
in  Mr.  Fielding's  ehapel,  and  Elder  Richards  bore  testi- 
mony. Much  feeling  was  manifested  by  the 
the  British  congTcgation ,  and  many  were  convinced  of 
the  truth;  but  Mr.  Fielding,  fearing  for  the 
loss  of  his  society,  more  than  the  displeasure  of  heaven, 
closed  his  doors  against  the  brethren  from  that  time,  and 
opposed  the  work  with  all  his  power.  Invitations  were 
given  to  tlh»  Elders  to  i)rea(*h  in  private  lionst^s  in  dilTer- 
ent  parts  of  Preston,  whi(.'h  opportunities  were  iiuprove<i 
daily,  after  the  close  of  the  factories. 

Thursday^  27,-1  started  from  Kirtland  in  companj 
with  Elders  Rigdon  and  Marsh  for  the  purpose  ol  visiting 
vezfttiotts  Saints  in  Canada.   Brother  Rockwood  on 

Law  Suits  at  his  return  home,  Elder  Brigham  Yonngon  a 
mission  to  the  eastern  cities,  started  witii  us. 
When  we  arrived  at  Painsville  we  were  delaiiie«l  all  day 
by  malicious  and  vexatious  law  suits.  About  sun-set  1 
got  into  my  carriage  to  return  home  to  Kirtland;  at  this 
moment  the  sheriff  sprang  into  the  carriage,  seized  my 
lines,  and  served  another  writ  on  me,  which  was  sworn  ont 
by  a  man  who  had  a  few  weeks  previously  brought  a  new 
fashioned  cooking  stove  to  Kirtland,  and  i>revailed  on  nie 
to  put  it  np  in  my  kitchen,  saying  it  would  give  cretiit  t«> 
his  stove,  wishing  to  have  it  tested  by  our  people;  and 
now  he  thought  would  be  a  good  time  to  get  pay  for  it.  1 
gave  my  watch  to  the  officer  tor  security  and  we  all  re- 
turned home. 

The  following  day  I  remained  at  home  until  evening, 

when  we  set  out  again  in  Brother  S.  B.  Stoddard's  wagon 
sppoTid  Start  ^  Ashtabula,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles,  and 
for  Canada.  nrnvcd  thcTc  a  little  after  daybreak  and  staved 
till  afternoon  and  enjoyed  ourselves  very  much  in  walking 
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on  tiie  beach  and  bathing  in  the  beantifol,  clear  water  of 
the  lake.   At  four  p.  m.  we  took  a  deck  passage  on  board 

the  steamer  for  Buffalo.  At  night  wo  all  lay  down  to  rest 
on  the  upper  deck  of  the  boat,  and  for  ])illows  some  took 
their  boots,  others  their  valises,  and  had  a  comfortable 
night's  repose.  We  arrived  at  Buffalo  the  next  morn- 
ing in  safety.  Here  we  separated  from  Brothers 
Brigham  Toung  and  Albert  P.  Hockwood,  they  going 
to  the  Eastern  States;  and  myself,  brothers  Sidney 
Rigdon  and  Thomas  B.  Marsh  started  for  Toronto^ 
Upper  Canada. 

About  daybn^ak  Sunday,  July  30th,  Elder  Isaac  Kus- 
sell,  who  had  been  appointed  to  preach  on  tiu  HritiHb 
the  Obelisk  in  Preston  market-place  that  i«ckedb7B5rii 
day,  and  who  slept  in  the  second  story  of  their  sp^i^- 
lodgings  in  Wilford  street,  went  up  to  the  third  loft  where 
Elders  Hyde  and  Kimball  were  sleeping,  and  called  upon 
them  to  pray  for  him,  that  he  mi^ht  be  delivered  fi-oin  the 
evil  spirits  that  were  tormenting  him  to  such  a  def^ree 
that  he  felt  he  could  not  live  long  unless  he  obtained  re- 
lief. They  immediately  arose  and  laid  hands  on  him  and 
prayed  that  the  Lord  would  have  mercy  on  His  servant 
and  rebnke  the  devil.  While  thus  engaged  Elder  Kim- 
ball was  struck  with  great  force  by  some  invisible  power 
and  fell  senseless  on  the  floor;  and  the  first  thing  Elder 
Kimball  recollected  was  being  supporti^d  by  Klders  Hyde 
and  Russell  beseeching  the  throne  of  grace  in  his  behalf. 
They  then  laid  him  on  the  bed  but  his  agony  was  so  gi'eat 
he  could  not  endure  it,  and  arose,  fell  on  bis  knees  and 
prayed;  then  he  arose  and  sat  upon  the  bed  while  the 
brethren  distinctly  saw  the  evil  spirits,  who  foamed  and 
gnashed  upon  them  with  their  teeth,  by  legions  for  the 
space  of  some  minutes;  Elder  Richards  was  present  the 
latter  part  of  the  time.  About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing the  brethren  repan-ed  to  the  river  Ribble,  according 
to  previous  appointment,  and,  in  the  midst  of  a  lairge' 
collection  of  people,  baptized  nine  individuals,  one  of 
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wlioiii  was  Oooi-p'  D.  Watt,  the  first  mau  baptized  iii 
England  iu  this  dispensation. 

On  Monday,  the  .Jlst  of  July,  the  Elders  held  a  eouueil 
and  appointed  Elders  Goodson  and  Kiehards  a  mission 
...     to  Bedford,  and  Elders  Bussell  and  Snyder 

Spread  of  the 

Work  in  £nc.  to  Alton,  Oamberland  connfy,  continning  in 
prayer  until  morning,  Angost  1st,  when  they 

took  their  departure  for  their  several  stations. 

The  same  day  (Anirnst  1st)  a  ♦reneral  meetinir  of  thf* 
Presidency,  Hi«!:h  Council,  Bishop,  and  counseioi  s  and  thf 
\ff«ir«  at  Vkr  Siiiii^^  assembled  at  Far  West.  The  High  Couu- 
we«L  elected  Thomas  Grovera  High  Councilor  iu 

place  of  Jesse  Hitchcock;  and  Qeorge  Morey  in  place  of 
Peter  Whitmer,  Jun«,  deceased;  and  Titns  Billings  was 
elected  Bishop's  counselor  in  place  of  John  €k>rrill.  Voted 
unanimously  by  the  whole  assembly  that  iu  the  absenoeof 
the  l*i'(»sideney.  Councilors,  l^ishop  and  counselors  at 
Kirtlaud,  the  Elders  in  Missouri  had  no  authority  [to  act 
as  a  council  for  the  Church],  consequently  their  acts  iu 
that  capacity  during  that  space  of  time  are  considered 
null  and  void;  and  that  every  president  of  High  Prie8t«$ 
and  Elders  be  ordained  by  some  higher  authority;  and  the 
president  of  any  quorum  having  counselors  may  ordain 
them  himself. 

Elder-  (M>o'l>(>n  and  Richards  arnve<l  in  l>edt\>id  on  tii»» 
2nd  and  were  joyfully  leeei  ved  l»y  the  Kev.  Timothy  K.  Mat- 
o  nin  of  thews,  to  whom  they  had  letters  of  introduce 
th(  Work  in  tion  from  his  brother-in-law,  Joseph  Fielding, 
and  were  invited  to  preach  in  his  chapel  iu 
the  evening  to  his  congregation, 

Friday  J  El  derKimball  baptized  Jeimetta  Richards*  at 
I*r(-stoii,  daughter  of  the  l\ev.  John  Ivichards, 
mRiioD  iD  of  Walkerfold,  Chaidglcy,  fifteen  miles  from 
Bn^and.  Pi^'stou,  and  confirmed  her  at  the  water  side. 
This  was  the  first  confirmation  in  England.  Sister  Rich- 
ards returned  home  the  day  following,  Saturday,  5th,  and 

•Jennelta  Rfeharda  waa  born  Anpiat  SI,  1817,  In  Laneaahlre,  Bnglaad,  and  wn* 
tht  daughter  o(  John  and  Ellen  Eieharda. 
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persuaded  her  father  to  write  to  Elder  Kimball  to  come 

and  preach  in  his  chapel. 

The  same  day,  August  r)th,  the  Presidency,  High  Coun- 
ril,  and  all  the  authorities  of  the  (.'liureli  in 
Missouri,  assembled  in  council  at  i'ar  West,  f\v*!-u"i^r 
and  unanimously  resolved  to  go  on  moderate-  flj,i[i*^'**  * 
ly  and  build  a  house  unto  the  name  of  the 
Lord  in  Far  West,  as  they  had  means,  and  appointed 
Edward  Partridge  treasurer,  to  receive  alt  the  donations 
and  suhseriplions  for  the  erection  of  the  House  of  the 
r^ord;  Isaac  Morh*y  to  l>e  his  secretary.  Also  voted  that 
the  committee,  viz.,  Jacob  Whitiner,  Elisha  H.  Groves, 
and  George  M.  Hinkie  stand  [as  the  building  committee  of 
the  Lord's  House  at  Far  West]'^  until  President  David 
Whitmer  goes  to  and  returns  from  Kirtland;  also,  that  the 
building  committee  of  the  House  of  the  Lord  have  no 
store  connected  with  building  the  house,  but  tiiat  every 
lirm  or  individual  that  embarks  in  that  l)usiii»'ss  have, 
own,  and  <daini  su<di  ])roperty  as  their  own  private  indi- 
vidual property  and  stewardship. 

The  Elders  at  Bedford  continued  to  lecture  in  the  base- 
ment of  Mr.  Matthews'  chapel  from  even-   (^.^^^jj^^^  „ 
iug  to  evening,  with  the  most  flattering  pros-  vioution'lof 
I>ect8  until  this  evening,  when  Elder  Goodson, 
eonirary  to  the  most  positive  instructions  of  President 
l\inil)all,  and  without  advisiiii;  with  any  one,  read  })ub- 
iicly  the  vision  from  the  Doctrine  an<l  Covenants,  which 
turned  the  current  of  feeling  generally,  and  nearly  closed 
the  door  in  all  that  region.   Mr.  Matthews  wished  the 
meetmgs  to  be  removed  from  his  house,  but  continued  to 
attend  the  meetings  occasionally  and  investigated  the 
subject  to  considerable  extent.' 

In  the  Au.ij:ust  numl»er  of  the  Mcsst luicr  and  Advocate 
was  published  a  ]trospectus  for  a  new  paper,    tjio  j?/j«r*» 
to  be  published  at  Kirthmd,  Ohio,  called  the 
Elders'  Journal  of  the  Church  of  Latter-day  Saints,  to 
commence  in  October,  edited  by  Joseph  Smith,  Jun. 
m. 
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Mders  Kimball  and  Hyde  and  Brother  Fielding  Iukviq^ 
continued  their  labors  in  Preston,  Elder  Hyde  preached 
to  a  great  multitude  in  the  market  place  Smi- 
•tPrMtoD.  ^^^^^  ^jj^  ^^^^j^  August,  opposed  by  one  Rev- 
erend gontlonian  who  was  quickly  confounded  by  th** 
spirit  of  truth;  and  in  th(*  evening  they  met  at  the  house 
of  Sister  Ann  Dawson  and  confirmed  between  forty  and 
fifty  who  had  been  baptised,  most  of  whom  had  been 
members  of  Mr  James  Fielding's  church,  so  mightfly 
grew  the  word,  this  being  only  the  third  Sabbath  of  the 
brethren  in  Preston.  Mr.  Fielding  persecuted  and  calleci 
the  Elders  *Hhiovps,  sheep  stealers,'^  etc.,  acknowledging 
them  gooil  jud^^es,  havini^  "stolen  all  the  best  of  his  Hock." 
fciister  Dawson  (a  widow)  kindly  received  the  Elders  into 
her  house  and  lodged  them,  wh  ich  was  a  great  blessing  to  the 
brethren,  as  they  were  quite  destitute,  most  of  the  peoi^e 
extremely  poor,  and  lodgings  scarce;  while  they  went 
from  house  to  house  as  invited,  to  procure  their  daily 
meals. 

Elder  Kimball,  having  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  John 
iiichards,  inviting  him  to  preach  in  his  chapel,  repaired 
Th.  wt.rk  in  ^  Walkerfold,  where  he  was  most  hospitably 
Wftikerfoid.  received,  and  the  day  following  preached 
three  times  in  Mr.  Bichards*  pulpit. 

Elders  Goodson  and  Richards  baptized  fiveatBedfonl, 
among  whom,  and  the  first,  was  Mrs.  Ann  Braddock,  a 
Baptiainsat  w'ldow,  wlio  wjis  ohlij^cd  to  support  her  family 
Be.ifoni.  |>y  ijp^.  industry,  yet  she  received  the  Elders 
and  lodged  them. 

Timothy  K.  Matthews,  having  investigated  the  work, 
acknowledged  the  truth,  and  having  previously  borne  testi- 

Tbe  Failure  o£  ^'^^Y  ^amc  to  Ms  church  in  public,  and 
Mr.iUitiiewa.   urged  them  to  go  forward,  agreed  with  Elders 

(loodson  and  Richards  to  meet  them  on  the  bank  of  the 

river  Ouse  one  liovu'  before  suii>«4  and  be  baptized.  The 

hour  and  the  Elders  arrived,  but  Mr.  Matthews  was  not 

there,  he  had  gone  out  into  the  country  to  preach. 
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Elder  Kimball  preached  on  Monday  and  Wednesday 

evenings  in  ;Mr.  Richards'  chapel  at  Walkerfold,  and  on 
Thnrsday  baptized  six  indivi(huils.  Mr.  Mattlicws  bap- 
tized himself  in  the  i-ivei-,  and  then  went  to  baptizing  his 
people,  denouncing  the  Elders  as  false  teachers  and  the 
doctrines  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  as  having  come  from 
hell,  while  he  went  to  preaching  the  same  doctrine,  bap- 
tizing all,  even  infants,  and  laid  on  hands  for  confirma- 
tion. 

Tuesday^  J.). — The  quorum  of  High  Priests  organized  at 
Far  West,  Missouri,  this  dav.    Charles  C.    ,„  , 
Hich*  was  ordained  president  oi  the  High   Kich  Mnde 

_  ,        ,  ,      f_.  .  1     TT  President  of 

Pnests    quorum  m  Missouri;    and  Henrv    Hitrh  PHests 

president  of  the  Eiders  in  Caldwell 
county,  August  20th. 

The  same  day  Elders  Wilford  W.  Woodruff  and  Jona- 
than H.  Hale  landed  at  Vinalhaven,  on  North  <>i><tiiiigin 
Fox  Island, t  and  eoninienced  preaching.  uLu.' 

In  the  August  number  of  the  Messenger  and  Advocate 
1  published  the  following: 

CAUnON. 

To  the  brethran  and  friends  of  the  Choroh  of  the  Latter-day  Saints: 
I  am  disposed  to  say  a  word  relative  to  the  bills  of  the  "Kirtlaod 
Safety  Soeiety  Bank."  I  hereby  warn  them  to  beware  of  speenla- 
tors,  renegadeSt  and  samblers,  who  are  daping  the  nnwaiy  and  unsns- 
peetinff,  by  palming  npon  them  those  bills,  which  are  of  no  worth  here. 
I  diseoontenanee  and  disapprove  of  any  and  aU  saeh  praetiees.   I  know 

•  Charles  C.  Rich  wns  horn  Anpust  21,  1809,  in  Canipl»f  ll  county,  Konturky;  and 
WA8  the  sou  of  Joseph  Hirh  and  Nancy  O.  Neal.  He  was  baptized  by  Ira  M.  Uinck- 
ley  In  Tteewvll  eotmty,  lUlnois,  on  fbe  flrat  of  April,  1832,  uid  Iftter  was  ordained 
an  Elder  by  Zebadeo  Coltrln.  He  removed  with  hit  father  to  Far  Weat.  Mlaaonrl. 
in  1836.    Pebninry  11,  M<'M.  he  niarrio.l  Sr»nih  D.  I',  a. 

t  Fox  Islands  nro  oflF  the  soutli  coast  of  Maine,  direclly  oast  of  Rockland.  TIh^ 
principal  town  is  Vinalhaven.  The  population  of  the  islands  at  the  time  of  Elder 
Woodnilf *a  llrat  Tielt  la  flTca  at  el^teen  hnndred,  and  tho  following  la  his  de- 
scription of  the  people  and  Islands:  "The  inhabitanta  are  generally  wealthy,  intel- 
liiTPiit.  industrious,  prenerons  and  hosjtitaltie  to  stranppr«».  North  I.sland  is  nin^ 
miles  long  and  two  wide,  population  eight  hundred ;  South  Island  is  ten  mileii 
long  and  Ato  wide,  population  one  thonsand."  Elder  Woodruff  met  with  great 
sneeeaa  la  hJa  labor*  In  this  Island  and  loon  had  s  flonrlahlng  branch  organised. 
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them  to  be  detrimental  to  the  best  interesti  of  society,  as  well  as  to  the 
principles  of  religion. 

[Signed]       Joseph  Smith,  Jux. 

la  this  month  Elder  Isaac  Russell  succeeded  in 
TheAutoB     establishing  a  small  branch  in  Alston,  Eng- 

Braneh.  land. 

At  this  time  I  was  engaged  in  visiting  the  ohnrehes 
^.  „    ,  ,    in   Canada,    preachin<?,    baptizin<r,    bless - 

The  Prophet's  '       '  l  r^i 

workiucaua-    ing    the    buiuts    auQ    streugtheuiug  the 

branches. 

1  returned  to  Kirtlaud  ab'nit  the  last  of  August  aud 
wrote  the  following  letter,  which  I  sent  by  the  hand  of 
Thomas  B.  Marsh: 

Kjbtlamd,  Geauga  County,  Ohio, 

September  4, 1837. 

Jaaeph  Smith,  Jun,,  Ftesidmt  of  the  Church  of  ChriMt  of  the  Loffcfvchiiv 
Sainte  in  all  the  world,  to  John  Conill  and  the  whole  Chttrdk  im  Ziom, 
eendeth  greeting, 

Blesseil  be  the  (tod  ;iml  Fntlipr  of  oiir  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  h.n> 
blesse<l  you  witli  many  blessinofs  in  Christ,  and  who  has  delivered  you 
many  times  from  the  hands  of  j'our  enemies,  and  planted  you  many 
times  in  a  heavenly  or  holy  place.  My  respects  and  love  to  you  all, 
and  my  blessings  upon  all  the  faithfnl  and  tme  hearted  in  the  New  and 
Everlasting  Covenant.  Forasmuch  as  I  have  desired  for  a  long  time 
to  see  your  faces  and  converse  with  you  and  instruct  you  in  those  thing** 
which  have  been  revealed  to  me  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God  in 
the  last  days,  1  now  write  unto  you  offering  as  an  apology  my  being 
bound  with  cords  of  a£Siotion  by  the  workers  of  iniquity,  and  also  by 
the  labors  of  the  Church,  endeavoring  in  all  things  to  do  the  will  of 
God  for  the  salvation  of  the  Church,  both  in  temporal  as  well  ax 
spiritual  things. 

Brethren,  we  have  waded  through  affliction  and  sorrow  thus  far  for 
the  will  of  God,  that  language  is  inadequate  to  describe.   Pray  ye 

therefore  with  more  earnestness  for  our  redemption.  You  have  un- 
doubtedly been  informed  by  letter  and  otlierwise  of  our  diffioolties  in 
Kirtland.  which  are  now  about  being  settled;  and  that  you  may  hare  a 
knowled«j:e  of  the  same,  I  inclose  you  the  followinif  minutes  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Clmreh  in  Kirtland,  the  authorities,  etc.,  ref*'rrinp 
you  to  my  brother  Hyrum  and  Brother  Thomas  B.  Marsh  for  further 
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particulats;  also  that  you  may  know  bow  to  proceed  to  set  in  order  and 
regulate  the  affairs  of  the  Cbarch  in  Zion  whenever  they  become  die* 
organized. 

Minuie$  of  a  Conf*rence  Attscmhled  in  Committee  of  the  whole  Church  at 
KirtUmd  on  Sunday,  the  3rd  of  September,  1837. 

At  nine  o*ek>ek  in  the  morning  Oeoige  W.  Bobinaon  was  called  upon 
to  take  minntea  of  the  oonferenoe.  Sidney  Rigdon  then  presented 
Joseph  Smith,  Jnn.,  to  the  Chnn»h  to  Imow  if  they  still  looked  upon 
and  wonld  still  reeeiye  and  uphold  him  as  the  President  of  the  whole 
Chnroh,  and  the  vote  was  unanimous  in  the  afflrmatiTS. 

President  Smith  then  presented  Sidney  Kigdon  and  Frederick  O. 
Williams  as  his  counselors,  and  to  constitute  with  himself  the  three  first 
PresidentH  of  the  Church.  Voted  unanimously  in  the  affirmative,  except 
for  Fredtriek  G.  Williams,  which  was  not  carried  ananimougly. 

Presidf-nt  Saiith  then  introduced  Oliver  Cowdery,  Joseph  Smith,  Sen., 
Hyruni  Smith,  and  John  Smith  for  assistant  counselors.  These  last 
four,  together  with  the  first  three,  are  to  be  considered  the  heads  of  the 
Church.    Carried  unanimously. 

Voted,  that  Newel  K.  Whitiu-y  hold  his  otHce  as  Hishoi*  and  continue 
\<>  net  as  sucli  in  Kirtlaiei,  and  that  Reynolds  CahooQ  and  Vinson 
Knitrht  continue  to  art  as  coiuisrlors  to  the  Bisliop. 

The  Twelve  Apostles  were  tlien  presented  one  by  one,  when  Thomas 
B.  Marsh,  David  W.  Patten,  Brij^ham  Young,  Heher  C.  Kimball,  Orson 
Hyde.  Parley  P.  Pratt,  Orson  Pratt,  William  Smith,  and  William  E. 
McLellin  were  received  unanimously  in  their  Apostleship.  Luke  S. 
Johnson,  Lyman  E.  Johnson,  and  John  F.  Boynton  were  rejected  and 
disfellowshiped,  though  privileged  with  confessing  and  making  satis* 
faction. 

Elder  Boynton  (who  was  the  only  one  of  the  three  present  at  the 
time)  arose  and  endeaTon^  to  confess,  justifying  himself  in  his  former 
conduct  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  the  bank. 

His  conduct  was  strongly  protested  against  by  Elder  Brigham  Young 
in  a  plain  and  energetie  manner,  stating  various  reasons  why  he  could  not 
receive  him  into  fellowship  until*  a  hearty  repentance  and  confession 
were  manifested. 

Elder  Young  was  followed  by  Elder  Marsh,  who  acquiesced  in  testi* 

mony  and  resolutions. 

President  Rigdon  then  addressed  the  assembly,  showing  the  cause  of 
the  difficulty  with  Elders  Boynton  and  Johnson  in  leaving  their  calling 
to  attend  to  other  occupations. 

Elder  Boynton  agai.i  rose  and  still  attributed  his  difiiculties  to  the 
failure  of  the  bank,  stating  that  be  understood  the  bank  was  instituted  by 
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tiio  will  of  Qod,  and  lie  had  been  told  that  it  should  never  fail,  let  luen 
do  what  they  would. 

President  Smith  then  arose  and  stated  that  if  this  bad  been  declared 
no  one  had  authority  from  him  for  sodoingr*  for  he  bad  always  said  that 
unless  the  institution  was  eonducted  on  righteous  principles  it  woold 
not  stand. 

A  vote  was  then  taken  to  know  if  the  eongregation  was  satisfied 
with  Elder  Boynton's  confession;  carried  in  the  ncKative. 
Conference  adjourned  for  one  hour. 

Conference  reassembled  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon;  opened  by 

reading,  sinf^infTt  and  prayer. 

The  President  then  aroso  and  said  he  would  call  upon  the  Clnirch  to 
know  if  they  were  satisfied  with  their  High  .Council,  and  should  pro- 
ceed to  name  them  individually. 

John  Johnson,  Joseph  Coe,  Joseph  C.  Kinpsbury,  and  Martin  Harris 
were  oljjectcd  to,  also  John  P.  Greene,  but  his  case  went  over  until  he 
should  Ix'  prcsmt. 

Noaii  Pac  kard,  Jared  Carter.  Samuel  II.  Smith,  wt'ic  sustained. 

Oliver  Granjrer,  Henrj*  G.  Siierwood,  William  Marks,  Mayhew  Ilill- 
inan,  Harlow  Kedfield,  Asahel  Smith,  Phinehas  Richards,  and  David 
Dort,  were  chosen  to  fill  the  places  of  those  objected  to,  (and  Thomas 
Grover  having?  moved  west)  John  Smith,  chosen  one  of  the  presidents 
of  the  Church,  and  Orson  Johnson  having  been  excluded  from  the 
Church,  all  havinir  belonired  to  the  'High  Council. 

The  President  then  called  upon  the  congregation  to  know  if  the  re- 
cently appointed  presidents  of  the  Seventies  should  stand  in  their  call- 
ing. 

Voted  that  John  Gaylord,  James  Forster,  Salmon  G^,  Daniel  8. 
Miles,  Joseph  Young,  Josiah  Bntterfield,  and  Levi  W.  Haneoek,  should 
retain  their  offices  as  presidents  of  Seventies;  John  Gould  was  ob- 
jected to. 

The  President  then  arose  and  made  some  remarks  concerning  the 
former  pre  si<k  nts  of  the  Seventies,  the  calling  and  authority  of  their 

Priesthood,  etc. 

Voted  that  the  old  presidents  of  the  Seventies  [wlio  were  Hig-h 
PriestsJ  lie  refeiied  to  the  (juorum  of  HiLrh  Priests;  and  also,  that  if 
any  members  of  the  <juorum  of  the  Scvt  nt ies  should  be  dissalistied  and 
would  not  submit  to  the  present  order  and  receive  these  last  presidents, 
the  latter  should  have  power  to  demand  their  licenses,  and  the  former 
should  no  longer  be  considered  members  of  the  Church. 
Conference  closed  by  prayer  by  the  President. 

Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  President, 
Gbokgb  W.  Robinson,  Clerk. 
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Amumneemeni  oonctmii^  Oliver  Cowdery, 

Dbab  BBiTHRii^-OJiver  Cowdery  bas  been  in  tnuisiprestioii,  but  as 

he  is  now  chosen  as  one  of  the  presidents  Or  counselors,  I  trust  that  be 
will  yet  humble  himself  and  ma^ify  his  ealliog,  but  if  he  should  not, 
the  Church  will  soon  be  under  the  necessity  of  raising  their  liands 

apainst  him;  therefore  pray  for  him. 

David  Whitmer,  Leonard  Rich,  and  others  have  been  in  transfrres- 
sioD,  but  we  hope  that  they  may  be  humble  and  ere  long  make  satis* 

faction  to  tlie  Duireh,  otherwise  the^'  cannot  retain  their  standing?: 
thorrfort'  we  say  unto  you,  beware  of  all  disafTeeted  churacters,  for  they 
come  not  to  build  up,  but  to  de>tn>y  and  scatter  abroad.  Though  we 
cr  an  anpel  from  heaven  preach  any  other  («ospel,  or  introduce  an 
order  of  tliinffs  other  tlian  those  thinfrs  which  ye  have  rt  ct  ivetl,  and 
are  authorized  to  receive  from  the  First  Presidency,  let  him  be  ac- 
cursed. 

May  God  Aluiit,'hty  bless  you  all  and  keep  you  unto  the  comiot;  and 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

Yours  in  the  bond  of  the  New  Covenant, 

Joseph  Smith,  Juk. 

I  received  the  following: 

Heveiaiim  given  at  Kirtlandf  Oftto,  September  4, 1837,  making  known  the 
trttnegrestion  of  John  Whitmer  and  William  W,  Phelpo, 

Verily  thus  saith  the  Lord  nnto  yon  my  servant  Joseph — my  senrants 
John  Whitmer  and  William  W.  Phelps  have  done  those  things  whioh 
are  not  pleasinfr  in  my  sight,  therefore  if  they  repent  not  they  shall  be 
removed  ont  of  their  plaees.  Amen. 

September  9. — The  High  Council  of  Kirtland  met  in  the 
Lord's  House  and  oi'ganized  by  electing  Jared  Carter, 
[)resident,  and  Phinehas  Richards,  clerk.    The  members 

elected  on  the  3rd  were  ordained  and  drew  for  their  num- 
l»frs,  and  the  whole  were  {irraii^ed  as  follows:  John  P. 
(ireene,  No.  1  ;  Asahd  ^Jiiiith,  No.  2;  Samuel  II.  Smith, 
3;  Mayhew  ilillman,  4;  Williiim  Marks,  'j;  Noah  Pack- 
ard, G;  Oliver  Granger,  7;  David  Dort,  8;  Jared  Carter, 
9;  Phinehas  Richards,  10;  Henry  G.  Sherwood,  11;  and 
Harlow  Bedfield,  12. 

The  High  Council  of  Kirtland  withdrew  the  hand  of 
fellowship  from  T^iiah  and  Lydia  Ann  Hawkins  for  un- 
lawful matriuiuuy,  deceiving,  and  unchristiaulike  conduct. 
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MinuUs  of  a  Meeting  in  the  Kirtland  Temple* 

Sunday,  September  10th,  2  o'clock,  afternoon,  in  an  assemblyof  the 
Church  in  the  Lord's  House,  Kirtland.  President  Rigdon  read  the  rules 
and  repTuIations  of  the  House  of  the  Lord,  as  passed  by  the  different 
quorums  on  the  18th  of  January,  183G,  w  hen  the  Chnrch  voted  to  re- 
ceive the  sanip,  and  be  governed  by  thera. 

Tlie  niinutes  of  tho  Hi{;h  Council  of  the  Uth  instant  were  n  ad,  after 
which  tiiosf  of  the  Twelve  who  were  disfell<>wslii}>t'd  the  previous  Sab- 
bath had  opportunity  to  sp»  ak;  and  Luke  H.  .Johnson,  Lyman  E.  John- 
son, and  John  F.  Hoynt(»n  mad*'  their  confessions  and  were  reoeiveil 
into  fellowship  by  vote  of  the  Church,  also  to  retain  their  apostleship. 

President  Smith  read  a  letter  from  Elder  Thomas  B.  Marsh  to  the 
Churoh,  fitatinfi:  that  before  he  started  from  Missouri  he  had  reoeired 
satisfaction  from  these  Elders.   Elder  Yoong  also  stated  the  same. 

High  Councilor  John  P.  Greene  made  some  confessions  to  the  Church, 
stating  wherein  he  had  been  wrong  for  a  short  time  past;  and  the 
Church  voted  that  he  be  received  into  fellowship  and  retain  his  office. 

President  Rigdon  made  some  observations  on  the  business  transacted 
last  f^bbath,  reproving  some  for  the  conjectures  they  had  respecting? 
President  Smith  and  himself  conuiving  together  to  remove  certain  io- 
(lividuals  from  office,  etc.,  or  at  least  to  use  their  influence  to  do  so. 
This  be  informed  them  was  a  nnstake,  for  not  one  word  had  passed 
between  them  on  the  subject,  neither  had  he  a  premeditated  thought 
upon  the  subject. 

President  Smith  then  corrected  some  mistakes  of  eertain  individual^ 
which  had  been  circulated  by  them  coDceraiog  what  be  had  said  on  the 
last  Sabbath. 

The  Lord's  Supper  was  administered  by  Eiders  Luke  S.  and  Lyman 
E.  Johnson,  and  John  F.  lioyntou. 

Gkoh<je  W.  Kouinson,  Clerk. 

When  a  lying  spirit  is  abroad  it  is  difficult  for  truth  to 
be  understood. 
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CHAPTER  XXX Vl. 

THE  (iATHERING  SAINTS  —  INCBEA8E  IN  THE  NUMBER  OF 
STAKES  CONTEMPLATED— COUNCILS  IN  ZION  AND  KIBT- 
LAND — CLOSE  OF  THE  VOLUME. 

At  a  couferenco  of  the  authorities  of  the  Church  and 
the  Saints  in  the  House  of  the  Lord  at  Kirtlaud,  Septem- 
ber 17th,  Bishop  Newel  K.  Whitney  said  the  pi^^^^p,^ 
time  had  arrived  when  it  became  necessary   A^ent  ap 
for  him  to  travel,  and  necessarily  he  must 
have  an  agent  to  act  in  his  absence  agreeable  to  the  pro- 
visions made  in  the  revelations.   He  nominated  William 
Marks,  who  was  elected  agent  to  the  Bishop  by  unani- 
mous vote. 

George  W.  Roi)inson  was  nuaniiiiously  elected  general 
Church  recorder  in  place  of  Oliver  Cowdery,    ^he  church 
who  had  removed  to  Missouri.  Becorder. 

After  taking  into  consideration  the  situation  of  Zion 
and  the  Church  in  general,  the  conference  decided  that  it 

was  of  great  importance  to  the  cause  of  truth  The  Bishop's 
in  general,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  work,  Memorial, 
that  the  Bishop  and  his  eouns  loi's  send  abroad  their 
memorial  to  all  the  Saints  throughout  the  land,  as  well  as 
to  all  well-wishers  to  the  cause  of  Zion,  and  that  their  ap- 
peal go  forth  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
Church  to  all  the  Saints  scattered  abroad. 

The  same  evening  the  Elders  assembled  in  conference 
in  the  House  of  the  Lord  when  I  addressed   The  ^•''■^g''*'^ 
them  on  the  sul)ject  of  the  gathering  of  the  erinj;!'' 
Saints  in  the  last  days,  and  the  duties  of  the  different 
quorums  in  relation  thereto. 

33  Vol  TI 
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It  appeai'ed  manifest  to  the  conference  that  the  places 
appointed  for  the  gathering  of  the  Saints  were  at  this 
other  stake*  ^^^^  crowdcd  to  ovei'flowing,  and  that  it  was 
of  zion  to  be    neccssarv  that  there  be  more  stakes  of  Ziou 

Appointed. 

appointed  iu  ordor  that  the  poor  might  have  a 
phice  to  jL^'athei-  to,  "wherefore  it  was  moved,  secouded 
and  voted  unanimously  that  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jan., 
and  Sidney  litigdoii  be  requested  by  this  eonference  to  go 
and  appoint  other  stakes,  or  places  of  gathering,  and  that 
they  receive  a  certificate  of  their  appointment,  signed  by 
the  clerk  of  the  Chnrch." 

Elder  William  Marks,  who  had  previously  been  a\>- 
pointed  agent  to  the  Bishop,  being  ealled  upon  arose  and 
Arrange-  ^'''^^  ^^^^  Would  eomply  with  the  refjuest  of 

PreJifhSithe  Chureh,  and  the  Lord  being  his  helper  ho 
ooBpei.  would  diseharge  the  duties  of  his  ofiice  to  the 
best  of  his  ability.  After  which  the  Elders  present  who 
were  in  a  situation  to  travel  were  called  upon  to  num- 
ber themselves,  and  there  were  numbered  one  hundred 
and  nine,  and  they  were  divided  into  eight  companies  in 
the  tollowini;-  order — number  one  to  thirteen,  called  the 
first  company,  were  a]>p(»inted  to  travel  east;  No.  14  to 
*JG,  were  to  ti'avel  southeast;  No,  27  to  o9,  south;  No.  40 
to  52,  southwest;  No.  53  to  65,  west;  No.  G(j  to  7S, 
northwest;  No.  79  to  91,  north;  No.  92  to  104, northeast. 
Five  being  left  after  this  division,  No.  105  was  appointed 
to  travel  with  the  company  going  southeast;  No.  106,  with 
the  company  northwest;  107,  south;  108,  east;  109,  with 
the  north  company.  It  was  further  appointed  that  those 
who  might  desire  to  travel  a  ditl'erent  course  from  the  one 
which  was  appointed  to  the  division  to  which  they  he- 
longed,  might  have  the  privilege  of  changing  with  those  of 
another  division.  And  lastly  it  was  appointed  that  the 
different  divisions  hold  their  own  meetings,  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  they  should  think  proper  in  relation  to 
their  journeying. 

Agreeable  to  the  vote  of  the  conference  on  the  17th, 
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Bishop  Whitney  and  connselors  issued  the  memorial  as 

follows ; 

KiRTLAND,  Ohio,  September  18th,  1837. 

7o  tk€  SaimU  Scattered  Abroad,  the  Biehop  of  Kirtland  and  ki$  Coun- 
eekfo  emd  Chreeting: 

Whereas  the  Church  in  Kitthiiui  has  tnkeu  into  consideratiou  the 
affairs  of  the  Latter-day  Saiuts  in  geueral,  having  opportunities  of 
making  themselves  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  Saints  ihrough- 
ont  the  continent,  and  the  yery  flattering  prospects  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  cause  of  God  in  oar  land,  and  also  of  the  peculiar  condition  of  the 
city  of  Kirtland,  which  is  a  kind  of  first  fruits  of  the  cities  which  the 
Lord  has  begun  to  build  unto  Himself  in  these  last  days,  it  has  been 
deemed  of  great  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  the  cause  of  truth  in 
general,  that  the  Bishop  and  his  counselors  send  abroad  this  their  me- 
morial to  all  the  Saiuta  throughout  the  land,  as  well  as  to  all  well 
wishers  to  the  cause  of  Zion  in  this  our  most  happy  country. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known  that  the  Saints  in  the  city  of  Kirtland  have 
been  caHed  to  cndnre  pvoat  affliction  for  the  truth's  sake,  and  to  bear 
a  heavy  burden  in  order  that  the  foundation  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
mi^ht  be  laid  on  a  sure  and  certain  basis,  so  that  the  prophetic  vision 
of  Daniel  might  most  certainly  be  fultiHcd,  that  this  kintrdom  might 
break  in  pieces  all  other  kingdoms  and  stand  for  ever,  Tlie  rxortions 
of  the  enemy  to  prevent  this  have  been  very  great:  and  throu<;h  their 
great  exertions  tliey  liavc  j^ivfn  to  the  Saints  i^'rcat  troul>le,  an«l  caused 
them  much  expense.  In  addition  to  this,  they  have  had  to  piiblish  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  which  has  been  attended  with  great  expense.  These 
thing.s,  together  witli  l)nilding  the  House  of  the  Lord,  have  embarrassed 
them  very  much;  lor  when  subscriptions  failed  they  went  on  and  ac- 
complished the  work  of  liuildiiig  the  house  themselves,  plighting  all  that 
they  had,  property,  credit,  and  reputation,  and  l)y  these  means  accom- 
plished this  great  work  which  is  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the 
world.  This  they  have  done  in  faith,  believing  that,  as  the  multitude 
of  Saints  increased,  their  liberality  would  abound  towards  those  who, 
regarding  nothing  but  the  salvation  of  the  world,  have  thus  exposed 
themselver  to  financial  rain  in  order  that  the  work  of  the  gather- 
ing might  not  fail.  And  besides  all  this  there  have  been  a  large  num- 
ber of  poor  who  have  had  to  receive  assistance  from  the  donations  of 
the  Church,  which  have  tended  to  increase  iu  embarrassments;  and 
now  so  numerous  are  the  Saints  grown  that  it  is  impracticable  for 
them  all  to  gather  to  the  places  which  are  now  appointed  for  this  pur- 
pose. 
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The  Church  at  Kirtland  has,  therefore,  required  at  the  haiiJ  of  our 
beloved  brethren.  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  and  Sidney  Rigdou,  men  who 
have  not  thought  their  lives  dear  unto  them  in  order  that  the  caase  of 
Ood  mifrht  be  established,  presidents  wliotn  Tiod  has  appointed  to  pre- 
side over  the  whole  Chureh,  and  the  pt  rsons  to  wliom  this  work  be- 
longs, that  they  should  no  forth  and  lay  ofif  other  stakes  of  Zion,  or 
places  of  jjatheriuj;.  so  that  the  poor  may  have  a  place  of  refuge,  or 
places  of  refncre,  in  the  day  of  tribulation  which  is  eomini^  swiftly  ou 
the  earth.  Aii  liicse  thiuf^s  will  be  atteuded  wMth  expense.  Feeling 
ourselves  under  g'reat  responsibility  by  virtue  of  our  office  and  e&Umg 
in  the  Church  of  Gk>d,  we  present  this  onr  memorial  to  all  the  Saints, 
making  a  moat  solemn  appeal  to  the  feeUni^s,  benevolenoe  and  philan- 
thropy of  all  the  Saints  into  whose  hands  this  our  memorial  oomea.  in 
faith  and  oonfidenoe  that  thb  appeal  will  not  be  made  in  vain. 

It  is  the  fixed  purpose  of  oar  God,  and  has  been  so  from  the  begin- 
ning, as  i^pears  by  the  testimony  of  the  aneient  Ptopheta,  thnt  the 
icreat  work  of  the  lastdays  was  to  beaoeomplished  by  the  tithing  of  His 
Saints.  The  Saints  were  reqnired  to  bring  their  tithes  into  the  store 
honse,  and  after  that,  not  before,  they  were  to  look  for  a  bleaainff  that 
there  should  not  be  room  enongh  to  receive  it.  (See  Malachi  3rd  riiap- 
ter,  10th  verse).  Onr  appeal,  then,  to  the  Saints  is  founded  on  the 
best  of  testimony,  that  which  no  Saint  will  feel  to  ^rainsay,  but  re|oiee 
to  obey.  The  Saints  of  God  will  rejoice  in  all  that  the  Lord  does, and 
in  doinf?  all  that  the  Lord  requires.  The  sacrifice  of  riprhteousness 
which  the  Lord  requires  will  be  offered  with  a  willing  heart  and  ready 
mind,  and  with  great  joy,  because  they  are  aooonnted  worthy  to  offer 
up  sacrifice  for  His  name. 

In  makirnr  this  appeal  to  the  hcntnolence  of  the  Saints  of  God  Wf  «io 
not  only  take  into  consideration  th«'  situation  of  the  poor,  the  embar- 
rassments of  the  stake  of  Kirtland,  but  also  their  own  intt-rests,  for 
every  Saint  has  an  ♦Mjual  interest  in  bnildinsr  up  the  Zion  o*'  our  (iod, 
for  it  is  after  the  Lord  has  built  up  Zion  that  lie  will  appear  in  His 
glory  (Psahncii:  KJ).  We  all  look  for  the  apjicaiinp  of  the  great 
God  and  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  but  we  shall  look  in  vain  until  Zion 
is  built,  for  Ziou  is  to  be  the  dwelling  place  of  our  God  when  He  come.s 
(Joel  iii:  21).  Anyone  who  will  read  this  chapter  with  attention  will 
see  that  it  treats  of  the  last  days,  and  of  the  Zion  of  the  last  days.  How« 
then,  is  the  Lord  to  dwell  in  Zion  if  Zion  be  not  bniit  npf  This  ques- 
tion we  leave  the  Saints  to  answer.  The  salvation  of  the  Saints  one 
and  all  depends  on  the  bnilding  np  of  7ion,  for  without  this  there  b  no 
salvation,  for  deliverance  in  the  last  days  is  found  in  Zion  and  in 
Jerusalem,  and  in  the  remnant  whom  the  Lord  our  Ood  shall  eatU  or 
in  other  words,  in  the  stakes  which  He  shall  appoint  (Joel  ii:  32j 
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It  it  in  Zion  where  the  Lord  is  to  create  upon  every  dwellinur  place 
and  upon  her  assemblies  a  cload  of  tmoke  by  day  and  the  shininfl: 
of  a  flaming  fire  by  night.  It  is  upon  the  glory  of  Zion  that  there 
will  be  a  defense.  It  is  in  Zion  that  there  shall  be  a  tabernacle  for 
a  shadow  in  the  day  time  from  the  heat,  and  for  a  place  of  refuge 
and  for  a  covert  from  storm  and  fr3m  rain  (Isaiah  iv:  5,  6).  It  is 
npon  tho  walls  of  Zion  where  the  watchmen  shall  see  eye  to  eye 
(Isaiah  Hi:  8). 

Whatever  is  crlorious,  whatever  is  desirable,  whatever  pertains  to  sal- 
vation, either  temporal  or  spiritual,  our  hopes,  our  expeetutions,  our 
glory,  and  our  reward,  all  depend  on  our  huiUlinir  u|)  Zion  according 
to  the  testimony  of  the  Prophets,  for  unless  Zion  is  built  our  hopes 
perish,  our  expectations  fail,  our  prospects  are  blasted,  our  salvation 
withers,  and  Ciod  will  come  and  smite  the  whole  earth  with  a  curse. 
Hear,  then,  O  ye  Saints  of  the  last  days  I  And  let  this  our  appeal 
have  a  favorable  reception  among  you.  Let  every  Saint  consider 
well  the  nature  of  his  oalling  in  the  last  days,  and  the  great  respon- 
sibility whioh  rests  upon  him  or  her,  as  one  to  whom  Ood  has  revealed 
Hia  will;  and  make  haste  not  only  to  the  relief  of  Kirtland,  bnt  also 
to  the  bnildinfc  op  of  Zion.  Let  every  man  and  every  woman  give 
heed  the  very  instant  that  they  embrace  the  Gospel,  and  exert  them- 
■elvee  with  energy  to  send  on  means  to  build  up  Zion,  for  our  €k>d  bids 
OS  to  hasten  the  building  of  the  eity,  saying  the  time  has  come  when  the 
.eity  must  be  pushed  forward  with  unceasing  exertions,  for  behold,  the 
di^  of  calamity  draweth  nigh,  and  unless  the  Saints  hasten  the  build- 
ing of  the  eity  they  will  not  escape. 

Be  admonished,  then,  O  ye  Saints!  And  let  not  covetonsness,  which 
is  idolatry,  nor  worldly  ambition  hinder  you;  but  gather  up  your  gold 
and  yonrsilver  and  all  the  means  3'ou  have  and  send  on  to  the  Saints  who 
are  engaged  in  this  prreat  work  of  building  the  Zion  of  Ood,  that  tlicre 
may  be  a  place  of  refuge  for  you  and  for  your  children  in  the  day  of 
Ckxi's  vengeance,  when  He  shall  come  down  on  Idumea,  or  the  world, 
in  His  fury  and  stamp  them  down  in  liis  wrath,  and  none  shall  escape 
but  the  inhabitants  of  Zion.  What  we  say  unto  one  we  say  unto  all. 
haste,  haste, and  delay  not!  for  the  hour  of  desolation  does  not  lint'er,  and 
with  all  the  i>ower  that  the  Saints  have,  and  with  all  the  diligence  they 
can  use  they  will  scarcely  escape. 

The  time  is  not  tar  distant  when  some  of  thcise  who  now  deride  and 
mock  the  Saints  for  devoting?  their  all  to  build  up  the  Zion  of  God,  will 
bless  their  name  for  having  provided  a  eity  of  refupe  for  them  and 
their  children,  regardless  of  the  ravings  of  ungodly  priests,  and  the 
mockings  of  a  stupid  and  ignorant  |>eople.  In  the  confidence  which  we 
httvo  In  the  good  sense  and  righteous  principles  of  the  multitude  of  the 
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Saints,  we  send  this  our  memorial  in  the  name  of  our  MasteTf  Jesus,  be- 
lieving that  tliis  appeal  will  be  leeeived  with  i^eat  kindness,  and  will  be 
attmided  to  with  antiiing  perseverance  nntil  the  object  for  which  it  hM 
been  sent  shall  be  accomplished.  And  may  the  God  of  all  grrace  poBr 
out  His  richest  blessings  on  your  heads,  and  crown  yon  with  abai^ance, 
that  the  Zionof  our  God  nmy  Hourish  and  oease  not  until  the  rijjhteous- 
ness  thereof  .shnll  ero  forth  as  the  light  and  tlio  salvation  thereof  as  a 
lamp  which  burneth,  is  the  prayer  of  your  brethren  in  Christ  .lesus. 

Newki,  K.  Whitney, 

REYNOLK8  CaHOOX, 

ViNSQN  Knight. 

About  this  time  Elder  Pailey  P.  Pratt,  who  was  labor- 
The  Voire  of  iiig  in  New  York,  published  liis  Voice  of 
waning.       Warning,  consisting  of  216  pages.* 

I  started  from  Kirtland  on  the  27th  of  September,  in 
company  with  Brother  Sidney  Eigdon,  to  fulfill  the  mis- 
The  Prophet's  appointed  us  on  the  18th  of  September 

Departure  for  bv  i\  coiitVreuce  of  Elders,  in  establishiiiir 
plaees  of  <j:atherin<j:  for  the  Saints;  Brothers 
William  Smith  and  Vinson  Knii^ht  accompanying  u.s. 

October  1, — Elder  Lyman  Sherman  was  elected  High 
Councilor  at  Kirtland  in  place  of  Jared  Carter,  removed 
to  Far  West. 

October  2, — Samuel  H.  Smith  was  elected  president  of 

the  High  Council,  and  council  voted  that  if  a  councilor 

•  The  above  named  pnblication,  "A  Vo!  n  of  Warning  and  Instruction  to  all  Peo- 
ple," is  the  firnt  arffunipntative  and  do<'lr!ii;il  work  pnhlished  by  anj  of  the  Elders; 
and  It  ia  no  disparagcaiicut  of  other  works  to  say  that  this  pioneer  book  of  itsol«ss 
!•  not  only  the  llrst  in  the  matter  of  Uum  whon  lasncd,  bnt  firttalw  In  osertlnMib  It 
hM  iMflii  a  most  anceeaaf  111  miaalonaiy;  and  thoosa^  lutve  been  Inonght  to  n  oon* 
vlctlon  of  the  truth  through  reading  its  pages.  The  first  edition— three  thoa»(and 
copies— sold  inai*out  two  years.  A  second  edition — two  thousand  five  Iiundred  05. 
iea— was  issued;  and  such  was  the  increase  in  the  demand  for  it  that  by  the 
aQthor  eoold  eongratalate  himaelf  npon  haTinf  aoen  It  paas  fhroouli  Uto  odttioM. 
DnxingDore  than  half  a  century  sine*-  then  "The  Voice  of  Waning"  hat  paaaci 
throutjh  many  fditiinis  in  Kin:Iir<li,  and  lias  been  translated  into  seven  for»'>tm  I**" 
guages,  and  in  a  number  of  these  several  editions  have  been  issued.  The  author, 
of  bonorad  mamory,  la  to  be  eongratalated  o^n  the  attainment  of  hia  fondesi 
bopoa  TCspocting  this  work,  aa  ao  prophatieallj  ezpreaaod  in  the  pre^MO  tt« 
first  European  edition:  "And  should  the  author  be  railed  to  sacrifice  his  life  for 
tho  Ti  u'h,  he  will  havo  tho  cnnsolHtlon  that  It  will  be  aald  of  him,  aa  It  waa  of 
Abel— 'i/<  being  dead,  yet  »peakelh.'  " 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  i>.  mil 


HIS'IOBY  OF  XH£  CUUBCH. 


absented  liimself  irom  their  meetin.lr^^  without  a  reason- 
able excuse,  be  should  be  reported  to  the   p^^^^  ^ 
Ohnroh  as  a  delinquent.   The  High  Council   r>^h^^^  'tmett 
at  Kirtland  voted  that  the  clerk  grant  licenses 
to  the  members  of  the  council  (who  wished  to  travel), 
.si«:n«Ml  by  the  president  and  clerk. 

Wt'  an  ivccl  at  Terre  Ilaute,  Indiana,  on  the  12th,  about 
midway  from  Kirthuid  to  Far  West. 

My  brother  llyrnra's  wife,  Jerusha  Barden  Smith,  died 
on  the  13th  of  October  while  I  was  at  Terre   ^      ,  „ 

Death  of  Hy- 

Haute,  and  her  husband  at  Far  West.   She   rnu,  smith's 

left  five  small  children  and  numerous  relatives  ^ 

to  mourn  her  loss;  her  demise  was  severely  felt  by  all. 

She  said  to  one  of  her  tender  offspring  when  on  her  dy- 
ing i)ed,  ''Tell  your  fatlier  whon  he  comes  that  the  l^ord 
has  taken  vour  mother  homo  and  left  von  for  him  to  take 
care  of."  She  died  in  toll  assurance  of  a  part  in  the  first 
resurrection. 

October  15.— The  High  Priests'  quorum  at  Kirtland  de- 
cided to  take  Doctor  Sampson  Avard's  license  until  he  re- 
turns and  make  satisfaction;  and  the  High  Council  con- 
curred. 

Minutes  of  High  Council. 

October  18.— -The  Hifrh  Coaneil  and  presidents  of  the  diiferent  qao- 
mms  met  in  the  Lord's  House,  Samnel  H.  Smith  presiding,  and  after  a 
lengthy  disenssion  conceminiir  existing  evils,  agreed  that  it  was  time  to 
commence  the  work  of  reform,  and  yoted  nnanimously  to  meet  agun 
in  the  Lord's  House  on  Monday  evening  next,  and  invite  the  different 
quorunis  to  meet  nt  tlie  same  time,  and  commence  pmuinfif  the  vine  ot 
'Ood  in  Kirtland,  and  thus  continue  the  work  evening  after  evening  un- 
til it  shall  be  wisdom  to  stay  their  hands. 

Phinbhas  Biohards,  Clerk  of  the  High  Council. 

Sunday  22. — The  Church  in  Kirtland  disfellowshiped 
twenty-two  brethren  and  sisters  until  they   Twenty  two 

make  satisfaction  for  uniting  with  the  world  Rliiped. 
in  a  dauce  the  Thursday  previous. 
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Minutes  0/  Htgh  CoundL 

Oetober  23.— The  High  Comioil  of  Kirtland  appointed  Jjokm  8.  Jobo- 
0OD,  Bejnolds  Cahoon,  and  John  Goold  a  committee  to  ▼iatt  John  Jolm- 
aon,  Jan.,  and  aee  if  he  would  desist  from  aellinir  tpiritnona  liquors  10 
those  who  were  in  the  habit  of  ffettinir  intoxicated,  and  report  to  the 

anthoritiea  of  the  Church  those  meni))L>rs  who  might  drink  spirits  at  hit 
home.  Also  voted  that  the  Church  see  that  all  difficulties  aud  differ- 
ences be  settled  as  speedily  as  possible;  and  that  unruly  children  be  re- 
ported to  their  parents,  and  if  they  neglect  to  take  suitable  notice  of  it, 
then  the  parents  shall  be  reported  to  the  authorities  of  the  Choreb  and 
dealt  with  aorordinply. 

Voted  that  we  discountenance  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  in  any  way 
to  sell  or  to  be  brought  into  this  place  for  sale  or  use. 

Pui^EUAti  lilCHARDit,  Clork. 

Sunday^  October  29. — Nine  more  of  the  brethren  and 

sisters  were  reported  to  the  Church  as  having;  been  en- 
ffaged  in  the  recreations  of  the  IDth  iustiint 

CODiMSlOllS. 

aud  eleven  ol  the  thirty-one  that  had  been  re- 
ported  made  confession. 

On  the  30th  of  October,  Brothers  Norris,  Brewster,  and 
others,  presented  to  the  High  Cooncil  a  plan  for  the  better 

Norris  Brew    oi  gauization  of  the  Church  in  temporal  affiRiro, 

statine:  that  Moroni  had  appeared  to  ("oil ins 
Bi  cwster.  The  council  decided  that  it  was  a  trick  of  the 
devil. 

Most  of  those  who  were  complained  of  for  participating 
in  the  recreation  on  the  19th  and  had  not  confessed,  ac- 
tion oonfss-  Imowledged  their  fault  to  the  High  Conndl  on 
■loos.  gfg^    November,  and  the  remainder  were 

required  so  to  do  or  be  cut  off  from  the  Church. 

Sovember  2. — The  llij^h  Council  votod  that  ]onn*rors 
about  the  streets  should   ]>e   labored  with. 

Action  ' 

AgHiiMt         and  appointed  a  committee  of  three  for  that 

purpose. 

The  Church  in  Kirtland  voted  to  sanction  the  appoint- 
The  Egyptian  Brothcr  Phinchas  Richards  and 

^^"'^  Reuben  Hedlock,  by  the  Ptesidency,  to  trans- 
act business  for  the  Church  in  procuring  means  to  trans- 
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late  and  print  the  records  taken  from  the.  Catacombs  of 
[Egypt,  then  in  the  Temple. 

I  arrived  at  Far  West  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of 
October  or  first  of  November.  A  meeting  of 

m         r^t        t  «         .1        •         .        Arrival  of  ihe 

some  of  the  Ghnrch  was  called  on  the  sixth  to   Prophet  at 
counsel  on  certain  affairs  of  the  Church, 

which  I  attended  with  Brothers  Rigdon  and  Hyruni  Smith. 
There  were  present  also  Elders  Thomas  P>.  ]\I;ii'sli,  Wil- 
liam E.  M'Lellin,  Lyman  E.  Johnson,  William  8raith, 
and  Vinson  Knight,  from  Ohio,  the  High  Council  of  the 
Church  of  Far  West,  and  some  other  Elders.  Prayer  by 
W.  W.  Phelps.  Several  topics  were  discussed,  when  it 
was  unanimously  voted  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
I)ropiietors  of  the  corporation  of  Far  West  tc  petition  the 
trustees  of  said  corporation  to  alter  the  streets  or  lessen 
them  so  as  to  make  each  block  contain  four  acres  of  ground, 
and  each  block  to  be  divided  into  four  lots.  Also  vot(>d 
unanimously  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  council  that 
there  is  sufficient  room  in  this  country  for  the  churches  to 
continue  gathering  from  abroad;  also  that  the  building 
of  the  House  of  the  Lord  be  postponed  until  the  Lord 
shall  reveal  it  to  be  His  will  to  have  it  commenced. 

Adjourned  until  early  candle  light,  and  met  accordingly, 
when  remai'ks  were  made  by  many  of  the  authorities 
present  upon  the  previous  disposition  of  the  ^^^^^^ 
town  plat,  the  purchase  of  land,  etc. ;  and  all  mem  of  urn- 
difficulties  were  satisfactorily  settled  except  a 
matter  between  Oliver  Cowdery,  Thomas  B.  Mash,  and 
myself,  which  was  referred  to  us  witli  the  agreement  that 
our  settlemont  of  the  affair  would  be  suliicieut  for  the 
council. 

W.  W.  Phelps  presi<led  at  this  meeting,  and  Oliver 
Cowdery  acted  as  clerk. 

Minutes  of  a  High  Council  at  Kirtland, 

The  Hij?h  Council  and  liishop  of  Kirthuul  met  in  the  Lord's  House 
on  Tuesday  eveuinfCi  November  7th  to  discuss  the  question,  ^'Who  pre- 
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Hides  when  the  presidents  art'  abseutf but  upon  discussion  were  not 

able  to  come  to  anj'  conclusion. 

Thomas  Burdiek  was  appointed  Hijirh  Councilor  in  the  place  and  ab- 
sence of  Phiiieiias  iiichardsj  and  Harlow  Reddeld  clerk  Cor  the  time 
beinpr. 

President  Joseph  Smith,  Sen.,  proposed  that  Brother  Phinrhas  Rich- 
ards be  ordained  under  the  hands  of  President  John  Smith  and  Bishop 
Whitney,  and  he  was  accordinjfly  blessed  for  his  mission. 

Phimbbab  Bichabds,  Clerk. 

Minutes  of  a  Conjercnce  at  Far  W est ^  Missouri f  November  tth^  1837, 

At  a  general  assembly  of  the  Cbarch  of  Latter-day  Saints,  assembled 
at  Far  West  to  take  into  eonaidention  and  traaaaet  the  InuniieBB 
said  ChoToh,  Elder  Thomas  B.  Manh  was  ehoeen  as  moderator  and 
Oliver  Cowdery  elerk. 

After  singing  the  moderator  addressed  the  throne  of  giaoe  in  pnjier, 
after  whieh  President  Sidney  Bigdon  explained  the  object  of  the  meet- 
ing, giving  a  relation  of  the  recent  reorganisation  of  the  ChnrBh  in 
Kirtland.  The  minntes  of  said  meeting  at  Kirtland  were  read  bj  the 
moderator  who  also  nominated  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  the  first  PreaideBt 
of  the  whole  Chnreh,  to  preside  over  the  same. 

All  were  reqnested  (male  and  female)  to  vote;  and  he  was  naaai- 
ino'i  -]y  cliosen. 

President  Smith  then  made  a  few  remarks  aceeptincr  the  appoint- 
ment, requesting  the  prayers  of  the  Church  in  his  behalf.  He  also 
nominated  President  Sidney  Bigdon  to  be  one  of  his  eonnaelon,  and 

he  was  unanimously  chosen. 

He  then  nominated  Frederick  G.  Williams  to  be  his  second  counselor, 
but  he  was  ol)je('t«  d  to  by  Klder  Lyman  Wigrht  in  a  few  remarks  refer- 
rinir  to  a  certain  letter  written  to  this  place  by  the  said  Frederick  (i. 
Williams. 

Also  Elder  Marsh  objected  to  President  Williams. 

Elder  James  Emmet  aNi>  <)hjo(^ted  to  President  Williams. 

Bishop  Edward  Partridjje  said  he  secondeil  President  Williams'  nomi- 
nation and  should  vote  for  him;  and  as  to  said  letter,  he  liad  heard  it 
and  saw  nothing  so  criminal  in  it. 

President  David  Whitmer  also  made  a  few  remarks  in  President 
Williams*  favor. 

Elder  Marsh  made  farther  remarks. 

Blder  Thomas  Grover  also  objected  to  President  Williams. 

President  Sidney  Bigdon  then  nommated  President  Hyrnm  Smith  to 
take  President  Williams*  place. 
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The  moderator  called  for  a  vote  in  favor  of  Fresideiit  Williams,  bat  he 

was  rcj<M-ted. 

lie  liieii  called  tor  u  vote  in  favor  of  President Uy rum  bmitb,  which 
was  carried  unuuimously. 

Some  few  remarks  were  made  by  Presideuts  David  Whitmer  and 
Sidney  Rifrdon. 

David  Wliitmer  was  nominated  as  the  President  of  this  branch  of  the 
Chureh,  but  was  objected  to  by  Elder  Marsh. 

Bishop  Edward  Partridge  said  he  should  vote  for  President  Whit- 
mer. 

Elder  William  E.  M^Lellin  made  a  few  marks. 

Elder  George  M.  Hinkle  and  Elder  King  Follet  made  a  few  remarks 
in  favor  of  President  Wliitmer. 

Elders  Caleb  Baldwin  and  Seymour  Branson  spoke  against  President 
Whitmer. 

Elder  Elisha  H.  Groves  spoke  in  favor  of  PMsident  Whitmer. 

Farther  remarks  from  Elder  M'LelUn,  by  reqnest  of  President  Whit- 
mer, gave  general  fatisfsotion. 

Remarks  were  also  made  by  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jan.,  who 
ealled  for  an  expression,  which  was  carried  by  almost  a  nnanimons 
vote  in  favor  of  President  Whitmer. 

President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  then  nominated  John  Whitmer  for  an 
assistant  president,  who  was  objec  ted  to,  and  Elder  Marsh  spoke  in  op- 
position to  him,  and  read  a  list  of  charges  from  a  written  doonment 
against  him  and  President  Phelps. 

President  John  Whitmer  then  spoke  a  few  words  by  way  of  confes- 
sion, and  was  followed  by  Elder  Isaac  Morley. 

The  vote  sustainiut:^  him  was  called,  and  carried  unauimously. 

The  met  tiiif?  adj<mnied  for  one  houi. 

Meetinff  convened  according  to  adjournment,  a  hymn  was  sung  and 
prayer  offered  by  the  modei  ator. 

W.  W.  Phelps  was  nominattnl  for  an  assistant  president  for  this 
branch  of  the  Church  by  President  Joseph  Smith,  Jun. 

Brother  Phelps  rose  and  made  certain  remarks  on  the  snbjeet  of  the 
cbar{;es  referred  to  above  by  way  of  confession,  whereupon  the  vote  was 
pat  by  President  Bigdon  and  passed  ananimoosly. 

Elders  John  Mardook,  Solomon  Hancoek,  Elias  Eigbee,  Calvin 
Bebe^,  John  M.  Hinkle,  Thomas  Grover,  and  Simeon  Carter  were  anani- 
moosly chosen  High  Conncilors. 

Lyman  Wight  was  nominated  a  member  of  the  High  Coaneil  bat 
was  objected  to  by  John  Anderson;  they  went  aside  to  converse.  ' 

Newel  Knight  was  nnanimonsly  chosen.  G^eorge  M.  Hinkle  was 
nominated,  and  objected  to  by  Elder  James  Emmet,  beeanse  he  was 
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too  noisy;  by  King  FoUet  because  of  hit  militaiy  oiBoe;  and  by  J&mm 

Durfee  because  he  was  a  merehant. 
Elder  Hinkle  made  a  few  remarks. 

The  vote  was  called  and  was  unanimous  in  Elder  Hiukie's  favor. 

Levi  .Tackman  and  Elisha  H.  Grovps  were  unanimously  chosen. 

John  Anderson  then  took  the  stand  and  made  his  objeotiOQS  to  Ly- 
man Wight;  after  which  Elder  Wi«rht  also  spoke. 

The  vote  was  ealled  and  Elder  Wij^ht  was  mianiinonsly  elu»t  n. 

The  Twelve  Apostles  were  then  called,  namely,  Thomas  B.  Marsh, 
David  W.  Patten,  Brigham  Young,  Heber  C.  Kimball,  Orson  Hjde. 
William  E.  M'Lellin,  Parley  P.  Pratt,  William  Smith.  Luke  .Tf.hnson. 
Orson  Pratt,  .lolin  F.  Boynton,  and  Lyman  E.  Johnson,  and  were  unani- 
mously sustained. 

Bishop  Edward  Partridge  was  nominated  to  still  act  as  Bishop,  and 
was  unanimously  chosen;  be  then  nominated  Isaac  Morley  and  Titiit 
Billings  for  bU  oonntelen,  who  were  also  nnanimoosly  ehoieii. 

Elder  Isaae  Morley  was  nnaiiunoosly  appointed  Pidriareb  of  tbia 
braaeb  of  the  Cbnreb. 

Elder  Jobn  Corrill  waa  ebosen  to  be  keeper  of  tbe  Lord*8  Ston 
House. 

Elder  Isaae  Morley  was  tben  ordained  to  tbe  ofllee  of  Patriaieb  under 
tbe  bands  of  Presidents  Joeepb  8mitb,  Jan.,  Sidney  Rigdon  and  Hymm 
Smitb. 

Tbe  eongregatioa,  after  a  few  remarks  from  Sidney  Rigdon,  anani- 
monsly  voted  not  to  support  stores  and  saope  selling  spirituous  liquors, 
tea,  coffee,  or  tobaero. 

A  vote  was  called  on  the  subject  of  the  presidents  of  the  Seventies: 
and  those  who  have  recently  t>een  appointed  to  that  office,  were  unaui- 
monsly  received. 

The  congregation  then  united  with  President  Si»lney  Kiirihrn,  who,  in 
the  closing  prayer,  called  upon  their  Lord  to  dedicate  thi^i  laud  for  tbe 
gathering  of  the  Saints,  and  their  inht  ritances. 

Thomas  B.  Marsh,  Moderator, 
Olivkb  Cuwdebv,  Clerk. 

Far  West,  Missol'RI,  November  10, 1837. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  ordained  members  of  tbe  Chureb  in  this 
place  Elder  Thomas  B.  Marsb  opened  tbe  meeting  by  prayer,  and  Presi- 
dent Sidney  Kigdon  read  tbe  memorial  of  tbe  Bisbop  of  Kirtland  ami 
bis  counselors,  of  September  18tb,  1837,  to  tbe  cburcbes  abroad.  He 
tben  laid  before  tbe  meeting  tbe  subject  of  laying  off  cities,  of  foiit«* 
crating  lands  for  public  purposes,  and  for  remunerating  those  who  lar 
tbem  off.  It  waa  unanimously  voted  that  all  city  plats  bereafler  laid 
off,  after  remunerating  tboee  for  tbeir  labor  wbo  may  be  engaged  in  ap- 
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pointing  and  kying  off  the  nme  shall  be  eonaeeiated  for  the  public 
benefit  of  the  Chnreh,  for  building  houses  for  public  worship,  or  such 
other  purposes  as  the  Church  shall  say. 

President  Riirdon  then  read  the  prospectus  of  the  Elders*  JownaX^ 
which  was  unanimously  reeeiyed. 

It  was  then  unanimously  Toted  that  the  persons  present  use  their  ex- 
ertions to  support  said  paper. 

It  was  then  voted  that  the  town  of  Far  West  be  enlarged  so  that  it 
contain  Umr  sections,  that  is,  two  miles  square. 

Voted  that  Bishop  Partri<^^e  and  his  counselors  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  appraise  the  land  adjacent  to  the  present  town  plat  and  see 
that  it  is  enlarped  according  to  the  above  vote,  provided  the  present 
holders  of  those  hinds  will  take  siu-h  n  price  for  the  same  as  the  above 
appraisers  think  them  to  be  worth;  and  that  the  same  be  then  disposed 
ot  as  voted  above. 

A  call  was  then  made  for  those  whose  circutnstances  were  snch  as  to 
permit  tliein  to  cfo  out  to  preach  to  present  themselves.  There  were 
twenty-three  wlio  arose. 

Sylvester  H.  Karl.  Henry 'lackman,  Harrison  Sagers,  and  John  W. 
Clark  were  ordained  Elders,  and  William  J.  Levaas  was  ordained  a 
Priest. 

President  Rigdon  then  dosed  the  meeting  by  prayer. 

Thomas  B.  Marsh,  Moderator, 
Olivib  Cowdbbt,  Clerk. 

About  this  time  I  left  Far  West  on  my  return  to  Kirt- 
land. 

Minutes  of  a  Hif/h  Council  at  KirtlnmL 

Kirtland,  November  Joth,    The  High  Coonoil  met  in  the  Lord's 

House,  John  Sjnith  presiding. 

R<»nben  Iledlock  preferred  the  followinj?  charjjre  against  Ztnos  II. 
Brewster,  -Jane  Brewster,  Collins  Brewster,  1),  H.  Diistin  and  wife, 
Moses  R.  Xorris  and  wife,  Eli/.a  Xorris,  Saniuel  Barnet,  .leniinia  Butler, 

Osman  M.  Duel,  Butler,  and  Roxanua  Rej)sher.  tor  ^'ivintr  heed  to 

revelations  said  to  be  translated  from  the  Book  (»f  Moroni  by  Collins 
Brewster,  and  tor  tuterinpr  into  a  written  covenant  (luien  iit  from  tiie 
articles  and  covenants  of  the  Church  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  follow- 
ing a  Tain  and  delusive  spirit. 

Two  were  appointed  to  speak  on  each  side. 

The  writings  and  revelations  kept  and  received  by  the  accused  were 
presented,  and  read  by  the  clerk  ot  the  Council. 
The  aeeosed  pleaded  not  gnilty. 

Brother  Felshaw  was  called  forward  by  the  plaintiff,  who  stated  that 


Digitized  by  Google 


526 


HI8T0BT  OF  THB  CHUBOH 


[A.  D.  107 


he  had  Tinted  the  aeeoeed  aad  labored  with  them  aeootdiag  to  tlie  law 
of  the  Chureh;  that  the  aeenaed  jiutHled  themielTes,  aeeing  the  Chmeh 
had  not  lived  aeeoiding  to  the  fomer  xerelatioDs,  and  they  eonaidetcd 
the  High  Conneil  and  others  were  in  tnuisgieseion;  and  that  most  of  the 
accused  appeared  to  be  detemuned  to  pnmie  their  own  way,  whether 
rijfht  or  wrong. 

Brother  Allen  said  the  accused  appeared  to  manifest  a  hard  spirit 
against  the  Presidents  of  the  Chureh  and  the  High  CouooU, 
Brother  Dnnu  concurred. 

Brother  Sawyer  stated  that  he  heard  Brother  Xorris  say  that  ihosi- 
in  authority  wer»'  airninst  iiim  and  if  he  could  not  establish  an  order  o! 
thin«^s  here  to  his  mind  he  would  ^o  out  aniont;  the  Gentiles  and  do  it. 

Brother  Knight  coulirnied  the  forej^oincj  testimony. 

The  accused  called  Brother  Freeman, who  stated  that  he  had  attended  h 
number  of  the  meetings  of  the  accused  and  saw  nothing  out  of  the  way. 

Brother  E.  St ronp: eoniirnied Brother  Freeman's  stateuicul,  but  did  not 
know  when  he  attended  the  meetings  at  which  they  received  revelations 
for  themselves. 

Brother  J.  Foster  agreed  with  the  last  two  witnesses. 

Brother  Preston  was  ealled  by  the  aeeuser,  who  testiAed  that  the  ae- 
cused  refused  to  admit  him  into  their  meetings  and  that  others  were  ve- 
jeeted. 

Several  witnesses  testified  that  they  attended  their  meetings  and  saw 
nothing  wrong. 

Others  testified  they  had  heard  them  speak  against  the  heads  of  the 
Chureh  and  that  Brother  Joseph  had  many  things  to  repent  of,  and  one 
of  them  said  he  thought  some  put  bo  mueh  stress  on  the  Priesthood, 
and  that  he  was  informed  that  Brother  Norris  laid  his  hands  on  Collins 
Brewster  and  ordained  him  a  prophet,  and  that  one  of  the  accused  <;aid 
he  was  determined  to  pursue  his  own  course  whether  it  suited  the  High 
Council  or  not. 

After  the  pleas  of  his  councilors  the  accused  spoke  in  justification  of 
their  course  generally,  when  the  Council  decided  that  the  charge  had 
been  fully  sustained  and  withdrew  fellowship  from  those  who  persisted 
in  their  course  of  conduct  as  before  mentioned. 

Ha&low  Rsdfisld,  Clerk. 

At  a  conference  of  Elders,  consisting  of  all  the  aathor- 
KvuiMa  Hed-   ities  of  the  C'liurch  iti  Kirtlaiid,  November  27th, 

tork  Chosen  Elder  Keub«»n  rierllock  was  chosen  President 
PresUlent  of 

EMen.         of  the  Elders'  quorum,  in  place  of  Elder  Bea- 
man,  deceased. 
Sovmher  30. — ^Daniel  B.  Miles  presented  a  complaint 
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against  Roger  Orton  ^'for  abasing  Eider  Brigliam  Youn^, 
and  for  a  general  coarse  of  anchristianlike  ^, 
conduct. "    The  accused  having  been  notified  erttenof 

to  apiKNir  and  answer  tor  his  conduct,  and 

haviiiir  I'cfuscd,  the  Hijrli  (/onncil  (h^'iih-d  that  he  be  cut 

off,  for  sliowiiig  contempt  to  tlie  authonti«'s  of  the  Church. 

Far  Wesiy  December  67//.-  The  Hii^di  (jonncil  and 
Bishop  and  connselors  appointed  £lia8  Higbee,  ^  QoMtioii  of 
Simeon  Carter,  and  Elisha  H.  Ghroves,  a  com-  coinpeii»«tion 
mitteeto  consider  the  propriety  of  proposing  to  the  Church 
to  pay  the  Hi^h  Council  for  their  time  while  en.catred  in 
council.  Bi.sho]>  l*artridc:«''t 'b>lni  Corrill,  and  Isaac  .Morley 
were  appointed  a  conimittce  to  rejkort  upon  the  suhject  of 
raising  a  revenue  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Church. 

David  Wiiitmer  was  appointed  to  sign  Elders'  licenses, 
as  chairman  of  the  Coancil,  and  W.  W.  varioiM 
Phelps,  as  clerk;  and  Frederick  G.  Williams,  AppaintmantH 
to  sign  licenses  as  chairman  pro  tempore^  in  the  absence 
of  President  Whitmer;  and  John  AVhitnier,  as  clerk  ;>/o 
tempore;  and  Oliver  Cowdery,  recording  clerk,  standing 
clerk  of  the  Council,  aud  recorder  of  patriarchal  blessings 
at  Far  West. 

The  committee  on  pay  for  the  Coancil  reported: 

It  is  our  uuited  opinion  that  tlic  Prt-sidenov,  Hij^h  Council,  Bishop 
anJ  coiiM  lors,  cU'ik  of  the  conncil,  Patriarch  and  a^fnts  of  tlie  Church, 
(also  any  (ithtis  wiio  may  be  employed  io  Church  business),  receive  per 
day,  each,  une  doUar  aud  fifty  ceuts. 

Simeon  Carter, 
[Signed]  £lU8  fliaBBB, 

Elisha  H.  Orovek. 

Bishop  Partridge  reported  to  the  Coimcil  that  he  had 
{Uiid  six  hundred  dollars  to  the  lawyers  to   f,,^),^^  p.^. 
carry  on  suits  against  the  Jackson  mob,  and  ri«i«»'»H«port 

three  hundred  dollars  costs  in  can^in^  on  said  suits  for 

which  he  had  involved  himself,  and  was  paying  ten  i»ej- 
c<'nt  interest  on  the  same;  and  ])etitioned  the  Council  lor 
leave  to  liquidate  the  debt  out  of  the  properties  consecrated 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  Church,  and  charge  the  Church  for 
the  same.   The  Council  granted  the  petition* 
Voted  that  the  recorder  of  licenses  and  patriarchal 

blessin^^s  receive,  for  each  one  hundred  words,  ten  cents. 

Council  adjoui  iied  to  December  7th. 

Coiiiicil  assembled  on  the  Ttli,  aceordin<?  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  heard  the  rej)ort  ot  their  Committee  on  raising 
a  revenue  to  pay  the  ojfioers  of  the  Church  for  their  ser- 
vices, and  after  much  discussion  and  adjournment  from 
time  to  time,  dismissed  the  subject  as  being  anti-scriptural. 

I  returned  to  Kirtland  on  or  about  the  10th  of  Decem- 
ber. During  my  absence  in  Missouri  Warren  Parrish, 
John  F.  Boynton,  Luke  S.  Johnson,  Joseph  Coe,  and 
some  others  united  to^^ether  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
Cliureh.  Soon  after  my  return  this  dissenting  band  openly 
and  publicly  renounced  tlie  Church  of  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Apo>tasy  in  Saints  and  claimed  themselves  to  be  tlie  oM 
Kirtund.  standard,  calling  themselves  the  Church  of 
Christ,  excluding  the  word  ^  ^Saints,"  and  set  me  at  naught, 
and  the  whole  Church,  denouncing  us  as  heretics,  not 
considering  that  the  Saints  shall  possess  the  kingdom  ac- 
cording to  the  Prophet  Daniel. 

The  FAdcrs'  JimriKtl  No.  '2  for  November  was  the  last 
paper  printed  at  Kirtland.  Our  printing  establishment 
LMt  Paper  ^'^'^  attached  to  satisfy  an  unjust  judgment 
Printed  iti  of  the  county  court,  and  soon  after  the  whole 
printing  apparatus  and  office  were  burned 
to  the  ground. 

The  work  b(\«ran  to  spread  in  England  with  great  rapid- 
ity. On  the  I'Jth  of  Septemlxn*  Elder  Goodson  left  Bed- 
Tiie  Work  in  i*i'<'^l^"Hi  ^i^^d  about  the  1st  of  October 

Kn^riami.  sailed  for  America,  in  company  with  Brother 
Snyder,  taking  with  him  two  hundred  Books  of  Mormon, 
which  the  £lders  in  vain  tried  to  persuade  him  to  leave. 
Branches  were  established  in  £ccleston,  Wrightington, 
Heskin,  Euxton  Bath,  Daubers  Lane,  Chorley,  Whittle, 
L«  viand  Moss,  Ribchester,  Thomley,  Clithero,  Wadding* 
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ton,  Downham,  and  other  places  ronnd  about  Preston, 
where  the  brethren  hired  the  ''Cock  Pit,"  a  large  and 
oonvenientbnilding  for  preaching,  but,  being  disturbed  by 

some  Methodist  priests,  were  obliged  to  have  the  house 
li('»'nst'(l  by  tlie  «*ivil  courts,  aeeording  to  the  statutes  of 
the  realm,  wiiich,  with  the  aid  of  two  constables  who  vol- 
untarily proffered  their  services,  restored  peace  and  order. 
And  on  Christmas  day,  December  25th,  Elders  Kimball 
and  Hyde,  and  Joseph  Fielding  (who  had  previously  been 
ordained  an  Elder)  assembled  in  the  ''Cock  Pit"  with 
about  three  hundred  Saints,  several  of  whom  were  or- 
dained to  the  lesser  Priesthood,  fourteen  were  confirmed, 
and  about  one  hundred  children  were  blessed  by  the 
Elders.  This  was  the  iirst  public  conference  of  the  Church 
in  England,  and  at  this  conference  the  Word  of  Wisdom 
was  &rst  publicly  taught  in  that  country. 

While  the  work  was  thus  rapidly  progressing  in  Lanca^ 
shire  it  continued  gradually  to  progress  at  ^ 

J      i->  ProgreKH  of 

Bedford,  also  a  branch  was  established  at    The  British. 

Bassyiiburn,  and  another  at  Peter's  Green,  by 

Elder  Richards. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22nd  of  December,  1837,  Brother 
Brigham  Young  left  Kirtland  in  consequence 
of  the  fury  of  the  mob  spirit  that  prevailed  in   i>ni»  vun.,- 
the  apostates  who  had  threatened  to  destroy 
him  because  he  would  proclaim  publicly  and  privately 
that  he  knew  l)y  thi'  power  of  the  Holy  (iliost  that  I  was 
a  Prophet  of  the  Most  High  (lod,  that  1  had  not  trans- 
gressed and  faiieu  as  the  apostates  declared. 

Apostasy,  persecution,   confusion,    and  mobocracy 
strove  hard  to  bear  rule  at  Kirtland,  and  oiot^of 
thus  closed  the  year  1837.  the  Year  issr. 

BND  OF  VOL.  U. 
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Abolition, — Viows  of  the  Prophet 
ou,  4.'{fi  et  seq. 

Abraham, — Book  of,  found  with 
mummies,  230;  alphabet  to,  238; 
astronomy  in,  28G;  described  bj^ 
Prophet,  349.  ii^  (and  note). 

Adam-ondi-Ahman,-3(i4  (and  note). 

Angels, — ministrations  of,  in  Kirt- 
land  Temple,  aSL 

Apostles, — Twelve,  arranpements 
for  choosinff,  180;  meeting  at 
which  chosen,  181  et  seq. ;  calling 
of,  when  first  made  known,  180, 
(note);  chosen  by  the  Three 
Witnesses,  180,  ISI  (and  notes) ; 
general  charge  to,  194;  instruc- 
tions to,  IliSef^ff/.;  request  of 
for  revelation,  209;  first  mission 
of,  218i  meeting  of,  219i  de- 
parture of  on  first  mission,  222 
(and  note);  at  Vermont  con- 
ference, 238 ;  at  Massachusetts 
conference,  241.  242;  at  Saco 
conference,  Maine,  2.')2 ;  at  con- 
ference, Farmington,  Maine, 
2.'")3 ;  return  of  to  Kirtland,  from 
first  mission,  283;  decision  of 
Prophet  affecting,  28.") ;  remarks 
of  Prophet  to,  308 ,  .309;  consider 
case  of  William  Smith,  347; 
sustained  as  Prophets,  Seers  and 
Hevelators,  417. 

Apostleship,  oath  and  covenant 
of, 

Appeal, — of  Church  in  Missouri  to 
people  of  U.  S.,  12fi  et  seq. 

Arthur,Mr., — Planter,  Clay  county 
(note)  liL 

Assembly, — General,  of  Church  to 
accept  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
243,  et  seq.;  preparations  for 
Solemn,  304;  notice  of  Solemn, 
at  Kirtland,  TIl, 


Atchison,  General  David  R., — 
meets  Zion's  Camp  near  Liberty, 
112. 

Avery,  Elder  Allen,— accused  be- 
fore High  Council,  2iilL 

B 

Babbitt,  Almon  W.,— Trial  of  by 
Kirtland  High  Council.  252,  MIL 

Babbitt,  Erastus,— testifies  in  High 
Council,  tiiL 

Bank,  Kirtland  Safety  Society, — 
attempt  to  organize,  407.  408. 

Barnes,  Samuel, — guest  of  Prophet, 

Barton,  Michael  Hu — .seeks  ad- 
mission into  the  Church, 

Beaman,  Father  Alva,— entertains 
Prophet,43;  an  early  friend  of  the 
Prophet's  (note)  43j  conference 
at  house  of,  in  Avon,  44j  con- 
sults Prophet  regarding  journey 
to  Zion,  3Uii  doubts  of,  liM. 

Benner,  Elias, — brings  company  of 
Germans  to  Zion's  Camp,  iiH, 

Bishop,  Gladden, — trial  of  by  Kirt- 
land High  Council,  2&L 

Bishop,  Isaac  ILi — trial  of,  230. 
2iiL 

Blessings, — Patriarchal,  340. 

Blessings, — given  in  KirtlandTem- 
ple,  379,  380i  of  the  Lord's 
Anointed,  383 ;  arrangement  of 
(piorums  to  receive,  391. 

Bosley,  Edmund, — covenant  of, 
161;  trial  for  breaking  covenant, 
ZL 

Bosley,   Father, — entertains  the 

Prophet,  43,  44, 
Bosworth,  Joseph, — entertains  the 

Prophet,  ML 
Boynton,  John  F., — marriage  of, 

37/. 

Brown,    Samuel,— charged  with 
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teaching  false  doetriue,  Cil; 
confession  of,  1  '.\H. 

C 

Camp,  Zion's— departure  of  first 
divison  of  from  Kirlland,  Olj 
equipment  and  departure  of 
second  division  from  Kirtiand, 
63;  arrival  of  at  8treetsborougb, 
03;  organization  of  at  New 
Portafje,  (34_i  departure  of  from 
New  l*ortage,  (jo^  course  of  trav- 
el, Ooi  fear  of  "milk  sickness," 
06;  curiosity  concerning  destina- 
tion of,  (il  (and  note);  arrival 
of  in  Indiana,  68j  western  spies 
in,  (>9i  threatened  at  Indiana- 
polis, 70;  course  of  travel  of, 
70;  sundry  instructions  of  Proph- 
et to,  TJj  called  to  arms,  72; 
angels  accompany,  13  (and  note); 
crosses  Okaw  river,  73^  sham 
battle  in,  74j  approaches  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  7()j  excitement  in 
Springfield  concerning,  ZZ: 
preaching  in,  near  Jacksonville, 
Za  et  H€(j.  (and  notf) ;  scourge  of 
predicted,  Sil  (and  note) ;  crosses 
the  Mississippi,  arrival  of  at 
Salt  River,  iil  (and  note) ;  Elders 
Orson  Hyde  and  Parley  P.  Pratt 
dispatched  with  message  at 
Governor  Dunklin,  f  rom,  SSj  de- 
parts from  Salt  Hiver,  IH)^  Return 
of  Elders  Hyde  and  Pratt  from 
mission  to  Governor,  cross 
Chariton  river,  IK}^  rebellion  i", 
100;  passes  Richmond,  Ray 
county,  Missouri, liMj  lOJ;  camps 
on  Fisliing  river,  103;  preserved 
from  mob  by  storm.  103,  llM 
(and  note);  visited  by  Colonel 
Sconce,  103.  10():  outbreak  of 
cholera  in,  106.  llil  (and  note); 
arrives  at  Rush  creek.  Clay 
county,  112;  cholera  in,  114 ; 
disbanded,  114:  members  of. 
formally  discharged,  123  (and 
note);  object  of  journey  of,  1 82 
(and  note);  names  of  members 
of,  183  et  seq.:  names  of  women 
and  children  of,  1  Sfi. 


Campbell,  James, — swears  ven^^e- 
ance  on  Prophet,  lllb  is  drowned 
in  crossing  Missouri,  100- 

Cartei.  Elder  Jared, — tried  before 
Kirtiand  High  Council,  211  ft 
set/.;  accepts  decision  of  Council. 
2S0. 

Carter,  John  S., — first  in  Zion's 
Camp  to  die  of  cholera,  1 15. 

Carter,  Simeon, — chosen  to  re- 
ceive endowments,  113. 

Chandler,  Michael  -exhibits 
Egyptian  mummies  in  Kirtiand, 
2.3.") ;  gives  written  testimony  to 
the  Prophet.  21^ 

Cherry,  William, — false  rept>rt 
concerning,  161 . 

Choir,  Kirtiand  Temple, — 107. 

Cholera, — prediction  concerninir, 
80:  outbreak  of,  114^  ILlL.  Uii 
(and  note);  remedy  for.  1 11»: 
names  of  those  who  die  of.  120: 
names  of  those  who  nursed 
victims  of,  12(L 

Church,  branch  of, — report  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  (note)  40^  Hewlett, 
errors  of  administration  and 
doctrine  in,  137.  13<)  et  nrq. 
repentance  of,  147. 

Coe,  Joseph, — speaks  in  High 
Council, 

Coltrin,  Zebedee, — accompanies 
Prophet  to  New  Portage,  iiik 
blessed  by  Prophet  et  al.,  5l_;  at 
conference  at  Norton,  Ohio,  SiL 

Conference, — Clay  counti',  Mis- 
souri, Ij  of  High  Priests  and 
Elders,  New  Portage,  Ohio,  liij 
at  Avon, Livingston  county.N.V., 
44;  at  Norton,  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  minutes  of,  52  et  seq.; 
Kirtiand,  name  of  Church 
adopted  at,  62  (and  note);  ot 
Elders  at  New  Portage,  minutes 
of,  162,  163i  at  Freedom,  218: 
of  Twelve  and  Seventies.  2 IS: 
of  Twelve  at  Freedom.  224 ;  of 
Twelve  at  Lyons  Town,  N.  Y., 
225 ;  New  Portage,  minutes  of, 
227.  22a:  of  Twelve,  at  Lof- 
borough,  Canada.  235;  Vermont, 
minutes  of.  238 :  Massachusetts, 
minutes   of,   24L  2i2;  Saco, 
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Mai  lie. 251*;  at  Newport  age,  273; 
at  Kirtlaud,  minutes  of,  408, 

Copley,   Lemau, — confession  of, 

Corrill,  John, — prefers  charges 
against  Lynmn  Wight,  147. 

Council,  High, — Kirtland,  revela- 
tion organizing,  'liiei  scq.;  special 
instructions  to,  31j  32i  first  case 
before,  '^3^  minutes  of,  34^  3i); 
gives  audience  to  delegation  from 
Missouri,  31);  meets  in  Clay  coun- 
ty to  determine  who  are  worthy 
to*  receive  endowments,  112; 
minutes  of,  1()5,  1 72.  239  et  seq  ; 
242.  252;  sundry  actions  of. 253; 
provides  romuneration  for  Pa- 
triarch, 273:  minutes  of.  274  ct 
seq.,  'Ill  ct  aeq.;  considers  re- 
demption of  Zion,  28L  282; 
minutes  of,  284 :  case  of  John 
Gould  before,  280;  Elliot  case 
before,  2U5 ;  new  members  or- 
liained  into,  3G() ;  minutes  of, 
484  et  seq.;  n-arrangement  of 
niembers  of,  511;  minutes  of, 
5U):  disfellowships  menjbers, 
519;  minutes  of,  520 :  sundry 
actions  of,  520;  question  of 
presidency  of,  52 1 .  522 ;  case  of 
Hrewsters  et  al.  before,  525. 
a21L 

Council.  High, — Missouri,  minutes 
of,  49i  of  organized,  122^  124; 
instructed  by  Prophet,  124 ; 
Presidency  and  members  of,  124; 
simdry  cases  before,  125;  ap- 
points Elders  to  visit  scattered 
Saints,  130;  case  of  Samuel 
Brown  before,  137;  of  Zion, 
Clay  county,  minutes  of,  H)4; 
new  members  elected  in,  3(>7: 
minutes  of,  481;  proceedings  of 
against  W.  W.  Phelps  and  John 
Whitmer  (note). 483.  4S4:  rejec- 
tion of  presidents  of,  522  r/w/.; 
question  of  compensation  be- 
fore, i!22* 

I'ouncil,  Special, — of  High  Priests 
and  Elders  at  the  Prophet's 
house,  Kirtland;  25;  order  in 
Mucient,  25j  minutes  of,  tiiL  of 


High  Priests  at  house  of  the 
Prophet,  Kirtland,  minutes  of, 
iZ:  at  Kirtland.  of  the  Prophet 
et  al.,  54j  at  Kirtland,  to  con- 
sider resolutions  vindicating  the 
Prophet,  147  et  seq.;  of  High 
Priests  and  Elders  to  consider 
difliculty  between  Sylvester 
Smith  and  the  Prophet.  142: 
of  Bishop  Whitney  and  twelve 
High  Priests  to  consider  diffi- 
culty between  Sylvester  Smith 
and  Prophet,  150  et  seq.;  general 
of  priesthood,  minutes  of,  219; 
of  First  Presidency  and  Twelve, 
283;  of  the  Prophet  and  Twelve, 
307  ct  seq. ;  minutes  of  at  New 
Portage,  317;  at  Kirtland  to  fill 
vacancies  in  Missouri,  High 
Council,  350,  357. 

Covenant, — to  redeem  Zion,  2SbL. 

Covenants,  Book  of  Doctrine  and, — 
presented  to  general  assembly  of 
the  Priesthood  and  Church  for 
acceptance,  243  et  seq.;  testi- 
mony ot"  the  Twelve  Apostles  to 
the  truth  of,  245  (and  note); 
title  page  first  edition  of,  (note) 
250 ;  preface  of  first  edition, 
(note)  250,  2iiL 

Cowdory,  Oliver,  speaks  in  High 
Council,  33_;  blessed  by  the 
Prophet  et  al,  51;  remains  at 
Kirtland  during  Zion's  Camp 
expedition.  64;  discussion  on 
the  steamer  Monroe,  108,  IfiS 
(and  note);  assi.sts  at  the  ordi- 
nation of  Apostles,  181  €t  seq.; 
charge  of,  to  Parley  P.  Pratt, 
192  et  seq.;  general  charge  of  to 
the  Twelve,  194  et  seq.;  ap- 
pointed Church  Recorder,  273; 
transgression  of,  announced, 
iiil. 

Cowdery,  Warren  A., — at  Free- 
dom, N.  Y.,  entertains  Prophet, 
42;  writes  apology  (note),  374. 

D 

Dedicat'on, — see  lemple,  dedica- 
tion of. 
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Doniphan,  General  A.  W., — fav- 
ors the  Saints,  iliL 

Draper,  Brother, — reproof  of,  .'{2(). 

Dunklin,  Governor  Daniel,  —  re- 
fuses to  reinstate  exiled  Saints, 
Ql  (and  note);  raossape  of  to 
Mo.  Lejfislature,  171.  1 72;  mes- 
sage of,  arrives  at  Kirtland,  177. 

E 

Klders, — school  of,  organized,  169, 

17G;  object  of,  ailL 
Elmer,  Mr., — misrepresents  the 

Prophet,  1G8,  HiiL 
Enimett,  James,  —  disfellowship- 

ed, 

Epistle, — see  Letters. 

F 

Faith, — Lectures  on,  see  Theology. 
Far  West,— Affairs  of,  5!iL  uil^L 
Feet,— washing  of.  430.  4IfL 
Fielding,  Rev.  James, — kindness 
of,  m 

Fielding,  Joseph,  —  member  of 
Britisli  mission,  41)2  (and  note). 

Firm,  Literary, — .agents  appointed 
for,  27.'?;  to  be  sustained,  482. 

Firm,  Cowderyand  Co., dissolved, 
475; 

G 

Garrick, — vessel,  carried  first  mis- 
sionaries to  England,  494; 
preaching  on  board  of,  498. 

Gilbert,  Algernon  Sidney, — chos- 
en to  receive  endowments,  113; 
declines  missionary  appoint- 
ment, 1 1.3.  US  (and  note);  dies 
of  cholera,  118;  character  of, 
118,  iia  (note). 

Gillium,  Cornelius, — sheriff  Clay 
Co.,  visits  Zion's  Camp,  108. 

Goodson,  John, — 494  (and  note); 
violates  instructions,  r>or). 

Gospel, — arrangements  for  preach- 
ing of,  .ILL 

Gould,  Dean, — non-Mormon  mem- 
ber of  Zion's  Camp,  72j  baptiz- 
ed, OIL 


Gould,    John. — accompanies  the 

Prophet  on  mission,  41j  Jeft  by 

Prophet  in  Cattaraugus  Co. ,  N . 

Y.,  to  gather  up  volunteei-s  for 

Zion,  4^2* 
Governments,  —  of,  and  laws  in 

General,  247,  2411  (note). 
Grays,  Silver,  company  of,  part  of 

Prophet's  camp  mess,  ILL 
Green,   Henry, — trial    of  befon- 

High  Council,  214  et  seq. 

U 

Hancock,  Joseph,— chased  by  en 
emies,  91j  seized  with  cholera. 
liML 

Hancock,  Solomon,  —  chosen  to 
receive  endowments,  113. 

Harris,  Martin, — accused  of  mis- 
representing the  Prophet,  2^ 
confession  of  error,  20j  bitten 
by  seipent,  95j  reproved  by 
the  Prophet,  95,  Qli  (and  note). 

Harris.  Preserved, — tried  before 
High  Council,  44.') . 

Hawes,  H.  M., — teacher  of  High 
school,  Kirtland,  474. 

Hawkins,  Ljdia  Ann, — disfellow- 
shiped,  511 . 

Hedlock,  Reuben, — president  of 
Elders,  Kirtland,  52fL 

Hebrew,— class  in,  318;  difR«Miliy 
with  teacher,  355;  progress  in 
study  of,  'ML 

Hewitt,  Rev.  John, — of  Irvingife 
church,  visits  the  Prophet,  ZfO- 
2114  (and  notes). 

Hewlett,  Sylvester,  —  improperly 
ordained  High  Priest.  137 

Hill,  Isaac,  —  case  of,  before 
Church,  303j  confession  of.  aHL 

Hitchcock,  Setb, — dies  of  cholera, 

m 

Hodges,    Curtis,    Sen., — before 

High  Council,  33j  confesses  his 

error,  34- 
Holbrook,     Jo.seph, — entertains 

Prophet,  4^ 
Hollister,  John, — inquiries  of,  .3*A''> 
Holmes,   Erastus,    inquiries  of. 

312;  concerning  baptism  of,31(>. 
Howe,  Harriet, — witness  against 

"Dr."  Hurlburt,2. 
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Hurlburt/'Dr.''  Philastus, -prayer 
against,  iij  trial  of  at  Chardon, 
47;  bouod  over  to  keep  the 
peace,  ^  (and  note). 

Hurlburt,  Wesley,  —  excommuni- 
cated, 2. 

Humphreys,  Solomon,  —  protects 
rattlesnake,  lii. 

Hyde,  Heman  T.,— baptism  of, 
4J  (and  note). 

Hyde,  Orson, — attends  conference 
at  Avon,  44i  appointed  to 
preach  in  regions  about,  44^ 
reproved  by  l*residency,  48_i 
sent  with  dispatch  to  Gov. 
Dunklin,  88_i  chosen  an  Apostle 
187;  ordained  an  Apostle,  180; 
complaints  of,  3.'{.'{;  satisfied, 
ii'M ;  joins  British  Mission.  4{H). 
posts  "Timely  Warnings"  to  N.  Y. 
ministers,  49.'>,  arrival  of,  in 
England, 

I 

Islands,  Fox, — mission  opened  in, 
r)()7  (and  note). 

J 

Jackson,  President  Andrew, — 
views  on  Indian  policy,  358  et 
seq. 

James,  Georpre  F., — before  Coun- 
cil of  Hipfh  Priests  at  Kirtland. 

Johnson,  Luke  S., — reports  senti- 
ment of  country  to  Prophet,  SL 

Johnson,  Lvman  E., — joins  Zion's 
Camp  at  Richfield,  (i^ 

John.son,  Susan,  death  of,  407. 

"Joshua,"  alias  Matthias, — 304- 
ML 

Journal,  Kldrrs, — prospectus  of, 
r)05:  last  No.  of  printed  in  Kirt- 
land, Wl. 

K 

Kelly,  Charles,  — disfellowshiped, 

442,  44^ 
Kiln,— Kirtland  board,  fired,  328; 

fin^l  second  time,  405. 


Kimball,  Hebir  C, — on  condi- 
tions in  Kirtland,  (note)  2j  on 
preaching  in  Zion's  Camp, (note) 
78:  on  Ztlph,  (note)  80j  on  the 
outbreak  of  cholera  in  Zion's 
Camp,  (note)  110;  on  the  ordi- 
nation of  the  Twelve,  (note) 
188;  ordination  of,  as  an  Apos- 
tle, 180;  on  the  ordination  of 
Orson  Pratt,  (note)  104;  labors 
of  in  New  York  and  Vermont, 
441 ;  appointed  to  preside  over 
a  mission  in  England,  480  (and 
note). 

Kirtland, — mob  spirit  at,  2j  con- 
ditions in,  48L  488,  4811  (and 
notes; )  apostasy  at,  r)28.  5211. 

Knight.  Father  Joseph — blesses 
his  son  Newel,  VIA. 

Knight,  Newel, — chosen  to  re- 
ceive endowments,  1 13. 

Knight,  Vinson,  —  Perrysburgh, 
N.  Y.,  entertains  Prophet,  45j 
ordained  counselor  in  Kirtland 
bishopric,  .30.^>. 

L. 

Lamanites, —  (Indians)  gathering 
of,  on  western  frontiers,  357, 
358. 

Letters, —  from  Elders  in  Kirtland 
to  brethren  abroad,  4  et  seq. ; 
Moses  C.  Nickerson  to  the 
Prophet,  40j  John  F.  Roynton 
to  Prophet,  40,  41j  from  presi- 
dency to  Orson  Hj-de,  48]  from 
brethren  in  Clay  County,  Mo., 
to  Gov.  Dunklin.  40  (and  note); 
W.  W.  Phelps  to  brethren  in 
Kirtland,  Olj  brethren  in  Clay 
Co.,  to  Gov.  Dunklin,  75i  Elders 
in  Clav  Co.  to  Gov.  Dunklin, 
84j  <^Jov.  Dunklin  to  Col.  J. 
Thornton,  84  ct  seq.;  Gov. 
Dunklin  to  Col.  Thomas  Pitcher, 
89;  Judge  Ryland  to  A.  S.  Gil 
bert,  80j  Elders  in  Clay  Co.,  to 
Messrs  Doniphan  and  Atchison, 
02;  John  Corrill  to  the  Ereuitif/ 
and  Morninq  Star  (note)  02^ 
-  brethren  in  Clay  Co.  to  Jackson 
mob,  107:  Elders  in  Clay  Co.  to 
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Samuel  C.  Owens  i-t  «/.,  113; 
.IiKseph  Smith,  Jun.,  to  Mef^srs. 
Thorntou,  Doniphan  et  a/.,  114; 
Elders  of  Clay  Co.  to  Gov. 
Dunklin,  117:  Cornelius  Oillium 
to  Kntjmrer^  121 ;  Joseph  Smith, 
Jun.,e(  III.  to  John  Lincoln  «^  a/., 
121.  122;  W.  W.  Phelps,  David 
Whitnier  ct  al.  to  the  Evening 
and  Morning  Star,  an  Appeal 
12().  tt  .sr7.;John  Corrill  to  Sam- 
uel C.  Owens,  IX);  John  Corrill 
to  Col.  Thos.  Pitcher,  135;  of 
Hi{?h  Council  Mo.,  to  the  Elders 
in  ministry.  138;  Joseph  Smith, 
Jun.,  to  Lyman  Wight  et  aL, 
144  et  sai. ;  Oliver  Cowdery  to 
Joseph  B.  Bosworth,  HV.i:  Jo- 
seph Smith,  Jun.,  and  Sidney 
Rijjdon  to  George  James,  170; 
J.  T.  V.  Thompson  to  W.  W. 
Phelps,  171 :  Alvah  L.  Tippits  to 
Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  173;  W. 
W.  Phelps  to  Esq.  Thompson, 
III;  Daniel  Dunklin  to  W.  W. 
Phelps  f<  fi/.  178  (note);  Orson 
Hyde  in  behalf  of  Twelve  to 
Joseph  Smith,  Jun..  201)^  210; 
Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  to  the 
Saints  scattered  abroad,  (note) 
22ii  et  «(v/.;  Thomas  Shaw  to 
Saints  of  the  Most  High,  '2M  et 
seq.',  W.  W.  Phelps  to  Rev. 
John  Hewitt,  2.32;  Warren  A. 
Cowdery  to  Oliver  Cowdery, 
239;  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  to  the 
Elders  of  Church,  2.")3.  212  (and 
note);  Harvey  Whitlock  to  the 
Prophet,  313.  .314:  Joseph  Smith 
Jun.,  to  Harvey  Whitlock,  314; 
Orson  Hyde  to  Joseph  Smith, 
Jun.,  33")  et  seq.',  William  Smith 
to  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  338. 
339;  Jo><eph  Smith,  Jun..  to 
William  Smith.  340 «f  aeq.'.  War- 
ren A.  Cowdery  to  Messenger 
and  >4f/rofrt/e,  illiii  Daniel  Dunk- 
lin to  W.  W.  Phelp.s  et  al.,  383; 
Warren  Parrish  to  Joseph  Smith, 
Jun.,  38oi  \N.  W.  Phelps  to 
brethren  in  Kirtland,  444;  War- 
ren Parish  to  the  Prophet,  447; 
Joseph    Smith  Jun..  et  al.  to 


brethren  in  Mo.,  455;  Joseph 
Smith,  Jun.,  et  al.  to  John 
Thornton,  Esq.,  et  al.,  45G  et 
fteq.\  Daniel  Dunklin  to  W.  W. 
Phelps  et  a/..401;  Joseph  Smith, 
Jun.,  to  the  Church  of  L.  D.  S., 
508 :  Joseph  Smith,  Jun..  to  the 
Church,  511i  Newel  K.  Whit- 
ney al.  to  the  Saints  scattered 
abroad,  515  et  seq. 

Lewis,  Lorenzo  L., — accused  be- 
fore High  Council,  285;  couver- 
.sation  with  Prophet,  H18. 

Licenses, — resolutions  concerning, 
403;  for  Elders  to  perform  mar- 
riage ceremony,  408. 

Lions,  Father, — testifies  in  High 
Council,  Kirtland,  ^ 

Lyman,  Amaxa, — recruiting  officer 
in  Zion's  Camp,  12^ 

M 

Manifestations, — spiritual,  in  Kirt- 
land Temple,  420^  432- 

Manship,  Esq.,  —  Jackson  Co., 
Mo.,  4fL 

Marks,  William, — Messenger  and 
Advocate  transferred  to,  48(> 
(and  note);  appointed  bisbop'-s 
agent,  513. 

Marriage,  —  article  on.  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  2ili  (and  note). 

Marriages, — in  Kirtland,  331,  376. 
377. 

Marsh,  Thomas  B., — cho.««en  to  re- 
ceive endowments,  113:  chosen 
an  Apostle,  187;  ordination  of, 
194 ;  recognized  as  president  of 
the  Twelve,  21iL  220  (and  notes); 
revelation  to,  499. 

Mat  tin,  Moses, — asleep  on  sentry 
duty,  ()6;  court  martialed,  iVL. 

Matthews,  Rev.  Timothy  R., — 
trifles  with  work,  506,  507. 

McBride,  Brother, — entertains  the 
Prophet,  4_L 

McWiihy,  Elder  Isaac,— tavern- 
keeper,  appointed  to  raise  funds 
for  relief  of  Kirtland,  enter- 
tains Prophet.  45i  before  Kirt- 
land High  Council,  446. 

Meeting, — Citizens  of  Clay  Co., 
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tKj;  dhsturbance  in,  98j  at  which 
Twelve  Apostles  are  chosen, 
IM  et  seq.;  public,  at  Liberty, 
Mo.,  minutes  of,  44H  ct  seq.;  of 
Saints  in  Clay  Co.,  minutes  of, 
4rv2  et  seq.;  second,  of  Clay  Co. 
citizens,  454;  of  classes  in  Kirt- 
land  Temple,  474;  in  Kirtland 
Temple,  minutes  of,  512;  gen- 
eral, of  Saints  in  Mo.,  52Ai 

Memorial,  Kirtland  Bishopric's, — 
513,  5 1 5  et  seq. 

Messenper, Rev., meets  with  Proph- 
et, aiL 

Messenger  and  Advocate,  the  Lat- 
ter-day Saints, — 167  (and  note) ; 
change  of  editors  of,  222* 

Miller,  Ebenezer, — brings  reiu- 
torcements  to  Zion's  Camp,  IlL 

Mission,  British, — appointed  489, 
4i)Q  (and  notes);  Prophet's  in- 
struction to,  llii;  arrival  of  in 
New  York,  494;  departure  of 
for  England,  494.  495;  arrival 
of  at  Liverpool.  498;  progress 
of,  502.  503.  504;  work  accom- 
plish by,  528,  521L 

Mob, — threats  of,  at  Kirtland,  2] 
Jackson  Co.,  attempts  of  to  de- 
stroy Zion's  Camp,  103;  pre- 
vented by  storm,  103. 

Morey.  Elder, — manliness  of,  401. 

Morley,  Isaac, — chosen  to  receive 
endowments,  112. 

Mormons,  The, — in  Mo.,  action  of 
sectarian  ministers  against,  3j 
proposition  of  Jackson  Co.  peo- 
ple to,  98j  propositions  of  to  citi- 
zens of  Jackson  Co.,  IZh. 

Mummies,  —  Egyptian,  exhibited 
in  Kirtland,  235;  purchased  by 
the  Saints,  23iL 

Murdock,  John, — at  conference  in 
Avon,  N.  Y.,  44j  accompanies 
Orson  Pratt  to  Kirtlan<l, 

N. 

Nickerson,  Father  Freeman,  en- 
tertains Prophet,41 ;  appointed  to 
raise  funds  for  relief  of  Kirt- 
land, 44j  accompanies  Prophet 
to  Westfield,  N.  Y.,  43. 


O 

Olived,  John  W., — inquires  f<»r 
Prophet,  318. 

Ordinations, — of  Twelve  Apostles, 
187  et  seq.  (and  note);  order  of 
considered,  ihl  (and  note);  of 
Lyman  E.  Johnson,  187;  of  Brig- 
ham  Young,  188;  of  Heber  C. 
Kimball,  189^  of  Orson  Hyde, 
189;  of  David  W.  Patten,  190; 
of  Luke  S.  Johnson,  190;  of 
William  E.  M'Lellin,  190i  of 
John  F.  Boynton,  191j  of  Wil- 
liam Smith,  191j  of  Parley  P. 
Pratt. 191;  of  Thomas  B.  Marsh, 
194;  of  Orson  Pratt,  194^  (and 
note);  of  Seventies,  203;  et 
seq.;  of  Seventies  and  others, 
207;  propriety  of,  40f). 

Orton,  Roger,  —  appointed  to 
raise  funds  for  relief  of  Kirt- 
land, 44;  reproved  by  the  Proph- 
et, 90i  excommunicated,  527. 

Owens, Samuel  C, — speaks  against 
the  Saints,  OTj  bitterness  of 
against  Saints,  99^  ludicrous 
adventure  of,  liKL 

P. 

Packer,  Elder, — Assists  the  Proph- 
et, 321L 

Page,  John  E., — called  to  the  min- 
istry,      (and  note);  labors  of. 

Page,  Hyrum, — carries  message 
for  Prophet,  120. 

Parrish, Warren. — becomes  Proph- 
et's scribe,  293;  illness  of,  385; 
resumes  duties  as  scribe,  393; 
apostasy  of,  528; 

Partridge,  Bishop  Edward, — at 
conference.  Clay  Co.,  L;  arrives 
in  Zion's  Camp  from  Clay  Co., 
95;  called  to  receive  endow- 
ments, 112:  appointed  to  pur- 
chase lands  in  Mo.,  112;  report 
of  to  Council,  522* 

Patten,  J.  M. — complaints  against, 
482. 

Petitions, — in  behalf  of  Mo. , Saints, 

m 
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Phelps,  William  W.,-  called  to  re- 
ceive endowments,  U'J;  appoint- 
ed to  assist  in  printing  establish- 
ment in  Kirtland,  112;  arrival 
of  in  Kirtland,  227:  makes  his 
home  with  Prophet,  22L 

PiexottOjDr., — teacher  of  Hebrew, 

Porter,  Francis,  —  inquires  con- 
cerning work,  29.'). 

Pratt,  Orson, — at  conference,  Av- 
on, N.  Y.,  44;  appointed  to  re- 
turn to  Kirtland  preaching  by 
way,  44j  appointed  with  others 
to  visit  scattered  Saints  in  Mo., 
l.'3n;  chosen  an  Apostle,  187;  or- 
dination of  to  Apostleship,  liLi 
(and  note). 

IVatt,  Parley  P., — sent  as  raessen- 
per  to  Prophet,  1;  reports  to 
Kirtland  Hififh  Council  condi- 
tions in  Mo.,  39;  accompanies 
Prophet  on  mission  to  N.  Y.,  41j 
description  of  associations  with 
the  Prophet,  (note)  43j  at  con- 
ference in  Avon,  N.  Y.,  appoint- 
ed to  visit  churches  in  Black 
River  country,  44;  recniitini? 
officer  in  Zion's  Camp,  (note) 
7.3:  sent  with  message  to  Gover- 
nor Dunklin,  SSl  chosen  to  re- 
ceive endowments,  113;  chosen 
an  Apostle,  187:  ordained  an 
Apostle,  192.  Oliver  Cowdery's 
*  charge  to,  192;  193^  IM  (and 
note). 

Prayer, — of  Prophet  et  nl.  for 
special  blessings. 2.  3:of  Prophet, 
Oliver  Cowdery,  F.  G.  Williams 
for  deliverance  from  "Dr.'' 
Tlurlburt,  24;  for  success  of  the 
Kvenintf  and  Morning  Star,  24; 
necessity  of, urged,  31;  of  Proph- 
et et  al.  for  deliverance  from 
debt  and  triumph  over  Hurl- 
burt,  4L  48;  of  Prophet  for  de- 
liverance of  Zion,  -1)0;  special  in 
behalf  of  Zebedee  Coltrin'a  mis- 
sion, 54;  of  Prophet  and  Oliver 
Cowdery  for  continuance  of 
blessings,  175:  special  of  Proph- 
et et  al.  for  means  to  go  up  to 
Zion,  291:  dedicatory  of  Kirt- 


land Temple,  4211  et  neq.  ;  dedica- 
tory, accepted,  427. 
Presidencj',  —  First,  write  to 
brethren  scattered  abroad,  4; 
meeting  with  Oliver  Cowdery, 
170  (and  note);  reconciliation 
between  Twelve  and,  372  et  seq. 
(and  note);  removal  to  Zion, 
(Mo.)  contemplated,  407;  em- 
barrassments of,  479;  debts  of, 
430. 

Press, — printing, — praj-er  for  safe- 
ty of,  3. 

Priesthood, — remarks  of  the 
Prophet  on,  477;  importance  of 
the  lesser  officers  of,  479. 

Priests, — sectarian,  in  secret  coun- 
cil against  the  Saints  in  Mo.,  3; 
High  nature  of  calling  of,  477. 

R. 

Reproofs, — necessity  of,  478. 

Resolutions, — vindicating  Prophet, 
147  (t  scq.;  concerning  ordina- 
tions, 388;  Prophet's  draft  of,  to 
govern  ordinations,  394 ;  action 
ot  Twelve  on,  395:  action  of 
Kirtland  High  Council  on,  39tj: 
action  of  High  Council  of  Zion 
on,  397;  action  of  First  Presi- 
dency on,  .398;  final  action  on, 
402;  on  licenses,  403,  4iLL 

Revelations, — inquiries  preceding, 
(note)  21iL 

Revelations. — on  organization  of 
the  High  Council,  28^  et  seq.i  on 
redemption  of  Zion,  3fi  et  seq.; 
on  consecration  and  steward- 
.ships,  54  et  seq.;  on  Fishing 
river  disbanding  Z ion's  Camp. 
108  ft  seq.;  concerning  Warren 
A.  Cowdery,  170; on  priesthood, 
21Q.  et  seq.;  concerning  Reynolds 
Cahoon,  299;  to  Frederick  O. 
Williams,  300;  to  the  Twelve. 
300:  to  Warren  Parrish,  311 : 
to  Han'ey  Whitlock,  314;  to  Ly- 
man Sherman, 345; on  those  who 
have  died  without  receiving  the 
Gospel.380 ;  concerning  the  com- 
ing of  Moses,  Elias,  and  Elijah. 
4.35;  on  labors  in  Salem,  48^: 
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concerninpr  the  Twelve,  i2Q  et 
seq. ;  niakinp:  known  trangression 
of  John  Whitmer,  W.  W.  Phelps, 
511. 

Rich,  Charles  C, — President  of 
High  Priests  in  Mo  ,  5iIZ  (and 
note). 

Rich,  Leonard, — on  trial  for  trans- 
jn-essing  the  Word  of  Wisdom, 
27;  blessing  of  Prophet  on,  322. 

Richards,  Jenetta, — first  member 
confirmed  in  England,  oQ4  (and 
note). 

Richards,  Wiilard, — baptism  of, 
4fifl  (and  note);  joins  British 
Mission,  492. 

Rigdon,  Sidney, --Question  of  his 
removal  from  Kirtland  to  New 
Portage,  25;  with  the  Prophet 
in  Geneseo,  preaches,  44;  at- 
tends conference  at  Avon,  N. 
Y.,  44;  accompanies  Prophet 
from  New  York  to  Kirtland,  44; 
blessed  by  the  Prophet  et  aZ., 
51 ;  remains  in  Kirtland  during 
Zion's  Camp  expedition,  64; 
discourse  of  at  the  dedication  of 
the  Kirtland  Temple,  41.'^  et  seq. 

Riley,  Rev., — speaks  against  the 
Saints,  2L 

Robinson,  Ebenezer, — baptism  of, 
200  (and  note). 

Robinson,  George  W., — appointed 
Church  recorder,  51.'^ 

Rockwood,  Albert  P., — investi- 
gates Mormonism,  .^)01 .  50:!  (and 
note). 

R/)»8,  Colonel,  —  converses*  with 
Prophet,  8(L 

Roundy,  Shadrach, —  entertains 
Prophet,  40;  entertains  Prophet, 
228  (and  note). 

Russell,  Isaac, — 494  (and  note); 
raises  branch  in  Alston,  508. 

Russell, — States  Attorney  for  Por- 
tage county,  treatment  of  Proph- 
et IL 

S 

Sacrament,  The  Lord's  Supper, — 
manner  of  administering  in 
Kirtland  Temple, 

Saints, — in  Missouri,  preparations 


of,  to  return  to  Jack<on  Co.,  21i 
condition  of,  39;  manufacture  of 
arms  by,  (ilii  requested  to  evacu- 
ate Clay  county,  448, 449  et  seq.  ; 
gather  at  Shoal  Creek,  407.  475; 
found  Far  West,  408^  482^  AM 
(and  note),  491^  590. 

Salem,  Mass., — Prophet's  labors 
in,  464,  41ia. 

Salisbury,  Wilkins  Jenkins, — en- 
tertains Prophet,  4;  unwisdom 
of,  442. 

School,— Kirtland,  report  of,  2Q0 
see  also  Elders^  school  of. 

Seixas,  Prof.  Joshua. — engaged  to 
tench  Hebrew,  .368;  arrival  of 
in  Kirtland,  385 ;  lectures  in 
Kirtland,  390 ;  Prophet's  re- 
gard for,  397;  misunderstand- 
ing with,  402;  sends  for  familv. 

Seventies,  —  spoken  of  by  the 
Prophet,  Ihl  (and  note),  182 
(an(f  notes);  organization  of, 
221  (and  note), 222  (and  notes); 
first  quorum, names  of,  203  (and 
note) ;  number  of  to  be  chosen, 
221  (and  note) ;  report  of  labors 
of,  346;  anointed  in  Kirtland 
Temple,  388;  second  quorum  of, 
391;  faith  of,  395 ;  sustained  as 
Apostles  and  Special  Witnesses, 
418;  presidents  of,  to  be  chosen 
from  among  Seventies,  115  (and 
note). 

Sherman, Lyman, — seeks  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  .'U5. 

Smith,  Alvin, — seen  in  Celestial 
Kingdom,  .380. 

Smith,  Asael, — grandfather  of  the 
Prophet,  prediction  of,  443. 

Smith, Emma. — appointed  to  make 
selection  of  sacred  hy^mns,  27.{. 

Smith,  George  A., — with  Zion's 
Camp,  21  (note) ;  discovers 
spring,  73i  made  armor  bear- 
er to  the  Prophet,  88;  attacked 
by  cholera,  115. 

Smith,  Hj-rum,  —  joins  Zion's 
Camp  at  Salt  River  with  re- 
cruits from  Michigan,  81  (and 
note);  chosen  Captain  of  Proph- 
et's life  guards,  88. 
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Snnth.Joruslia  B.— death  of,  510. 
8miili,  Uncle  John,— mission  of, 

to  Eastern  States,  44(). 
i>iiiith,  Joseph,  J un.  the  Prophet, 
— prays  for  special  blessinps,  2^ 
visits  Wilkins  J.  Salisbury, 
4j  on  rights  and  duties  of  the 
President  of  the  Church,  25;  on 
order  of  anci»Mit  councils,  2^ 
on  responsibility  of  those  who 
sit  in  judgment,  20j  prophesies 
his  triumph  over  enemies,  2i>^ 
reviews  and  corrects  minutes  of 
High  Council,  ^  urges  neces- 
sity of   prayer,  .Tlj  organizes 
High  Council  at  Kirtland,  31.32; 
declares  intention  of  going  to 
Zion,  liUj  calls  for  volunteers  to 
accompany    him    to   Mo..  .39^ 
seeks  volunteers  for  Zion,  40; 
preaches  at  Westfield,  41j  pray- 
er of,  for  welfare  of  the  Saints, 
iii  course  of  travel  of.  when 
seeking  volunteers  for  Zion,  41j 
holds  meetings  at  Father  Nick- 
erson's,  42j  preaches  in  Palm- 
ersville,  42^  preaches  at  Free- 
dom, N.  Y..42.  4;{;  attends  con- 
ference at  Avon, Livingston  Co., 
N.  Y.,  44_;  journey  from  New 
York  to  Kirtland,  45i  attends 
court  at  Chardon.  4()j  prophecy 
against  "Dr.*'  Hurlburt,  4Gj  a 
witness  for  Father  Johnson  at 
Chardon,  47i  prayer  of,  with 
Bishop    Whitney   et    «/.,  47i 
triumph  over  "Dr"  Hurlburt, 
43  (and  note);  temporal  labors 
of,  Mi  attends  conference  at 
New  Portage,  50:  escaped  from 
enemies  en   route  from  Kirt- 
land   to    New    Portage,  50; 
blessed    by    Sidney  Kigdon 
et  al.,  51;  attends  conference, 
Norton.  O.,  52;  returns  to  Kirt- 
land,      receives  money  for  de- 
liverance of  Zion,  (il;  departs 
for  Kirtland  with  Zion's  Camp, 
C3l  loneliness  of,  in  passing  an- 
cient battle-field,  Qih  instructs 
Zion's  Camp  relative  to  animals, 
71;    writes    from    "Camp  of 
Israel"  to  brethern  in  Mo.,  76] 


reproves  camp  cook  for  partial- 
ity.  lill  gives   the   history  of 
Zelph.jthe  Lamanite,  by  inspir- 
ation, 79;  prophesies  a  scourge 
on  Zion's  Camp,  80  (and  note); 
accepts  a  rejected  su|>per.  81; 
commander-in-chief  of  Zion's 
Camp,     (note)     88;  reproves 
brethren  f<»r  trifling  wifli  God's 
promises. 95;  reflections  on  Jack- 
.son  Co.  proposition  to  S.-iints, 
99;  sickness  of,  in  camp,  101; 
addres,«ies  committee  from  Uay 
Co..  IM  (and  note);  reveals  his 
identity  to  Cornelius  Gillium, 
1<>8;  leaves  Rush  Creek,  Clay 
Co.,  115;  visits  with  brethren  in 
Clay  Co..  120:  prophesies  stay 
of  the  pl«gue  of  cholera.  120; 
organizes  High  Council  in  MoT^ 
122.124;  authorizes  discharge  of 
Zion's  Camp  members,  Llli  (and 
note);  departs   from    Mo.  for 
Kiitland,  135;  arrives  in  Kirt- 
land,    jjMt   charges  brought 
against,  at  Kirtland.  Ii2  ft  srq.  ; 
foreman    in   Kirtland  Temple 
quarry,  liil:  mission  to  Miehi- 
gan,  168^  LliiL  calls  meeting  for 
choosing  the  Twelve.  IMl  vision 
of  Church  organization, lii2  (and 
note);  confirms  ordination  of 
the  Twelve,  (note)   ISL  188; 
instructs  the  Twelve,  IMet  scq.; 
instruction  on  the  sacrament* 
201;  in>tructs  the  Twelve  and 
Seventy,  21ii  et  seq.;  (jind  note) ; 
instructions  of,   to    Elders  in 
Zion,  228;  works  on  transalation 
of  Book  of  Abraham,  238.  28tj. 
289,  320  returns  from  Michi- 
gan  to  Kirtland,  253;  seeks  .spe- 
cial ble-ssing   for  him.self  and 
brethern,  281:  takes   leave  of 
brethren  bound  for  Zion.  281; 
comforts    and    instructs  the 
Twelve,  2SL  blessing  of,  upon 
Bishop  Whitney,  2SiL  waits  up- 
on his  father  in  illne.ss.  288.  289. 
29(L  prays  for  4leliverance  of 
brothers  wife,  292,  2M;  meets 
parents  of  Bishop  N.  K.  Whit- 
ney, 294:  remarks  concerning 
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prophets,  3Q2l  labors  with  those 
in  error,  303,  304:  meets  "Josh- 
ua," nlias  Matthias,  304  et  seq.; 
cautions  debating  sofiety,  317: 
insulted  at  Mentor.323;  requires 
payment  of  postagre  on  letters, 
325:  assisted  by  the  brethren 
.T2fi,  .TJ7;  reproves  ayounij  lady, 
329;  reflections  on  openinpr  year, 
352:  difficulty  with  Wm.  Smith, 
his  brother.  334:  reconciled  to 
William  Smith,  353;  remarks  on 
ministry,  304:  reflections  on  in- 
temperance, 400:  instructions  to 
the  ministry  in  Kirtland  Temple, 
431, 432;  views  on  abolition,  430 
et  m/.;  mission  with  others  to 
Salem,  Mass.,  403  et  scq;  reflec- 
tions on  religious  intolerance, 
403;  illness  of,  492;  suggestions 
of  apostates  concerning,  493: 
resigns  office  in  Safety  Society, 
497;  reflections  on  the  condition 
of  nations,  497:  starts  on  a  mis- 
sion to  Canada,  502:  detained  at 
Painesville.by  vexatious  law  suit, 
502;  returns  from  Canada  to 
Kirtland,  508;  arrives  at  Far 
West,  52! ;  departs  from  Mis- 
souri for  Kirtland,  525;  arrives 
at  Kirtland,  528.  " 

Smith,  Joseph,  Sen.,  the  Patri- 
arch,— pronounces  blessings  of 
his  progenitors  upon  head  of 
the  Propliet,  32j  blesses  Samuel 
H.,  22;  also  Father  John  John- 
son, 32^  illness  of,  28Sx  289 ; 
sorrow  of,  over  his  son  William's 
errors,  338 ;  gives  patriarchal 
blessings,  340:  reconciles  the 
Prophet  and  William,  353 ;  mi.s- 
sion  of,  to  Eastern  States,  440; 
return  to  Kirtland  from  Eastern 
mission,  407. 

Smith,  Lyman, — wounded  acci- 
dentally, 107. 

Smith,  Mary,  grandmother  of  the 
Prophet, — arrives  in  Kirtland, 
442;  death  of,  44^. 

Smith,  Samuel  H.. — charged  with 
neglecting  military  duty,  292 ; 
r*resident  of  Kirtland  High 
Council.  518. 


Smith,  Sylvester, —  member  of 
Zion's  Camp,  05;  refractory 
actions  of,  in  Camp,  05i  re- 
proved by  the  Prophet,  08;  re- 
bellion of  in  Zion's  Camp,  811 
(and  note);  creates  division  in 
Camp,  100;  trial  of  for  slander- 
ing the  Prophet,  142  et  seq.; 
refusal  to  abide  decision  of  Coun- 
cil, 149 ;  second  trial  of,  1 50 
et  seq.;  vindicates  the  Prophet 
in  a  signed  statement,  l(jO. 

Smith,  William, — disorderly  con- 
duct of,  in  High  Council,  295: 
difficulty  with  the  Prophet  and 
his  brother  Hyrum,  290^  297; 
assaults  the  Prophet,  334 ;  seeks 
Prophet's  forgiveness,  338 ; 
charges  against,  340;  reconcilia- 
tion with  Prophet,  353,  354;  con- 
fession of.  354. 

Snow.Willard, — joinsZion's  Camp, 

Snow,  Zerubbabel, — chosen  com- 
missary General  of  Zion's  Camp» 
OJu 

Snyder,  John, — 494  (and  note). 

Society,  Kirtland  Safety  Anti- 
Banking, — organization  of,  470 
et  seq.;  remarks  of  the  Prophet 
on,  472.  473;  its  notes  rejected, 
487,  488  (and  note) ;  president 
of.  resigns,  497. 

Spirits. — evil,  assail  Elders  in  Eng- 
land, 503. 

Spring, — Mormon.  HL 

Squires,  Andrew  J., —  returns  to 
Church,  31iL 

Star,  Evening  and  Marning, — 
criticism  of,  40;  to  be  discon- 
tinued, Uil  (and  note). 

T 

Taylor,  Jonathan, — Norton,  Ohio, 
entertains  Prophet,  51L 

Temple, — blessing  of  those  who 
assisted  in  building,  205  et  seq.; 
names  of  those  who  assisted  in 
building,  205,  200:  subscriptions 
to,  234 ;  Neir  York  Eceninq  Star 
on,  351  ;  progress  in  building, 
363:  rules  to  be  observed  in. 
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'^08.  369;  Priesthood  meeting 
iu,  minutes  of,  370:  washing 
iind  anointings  in,  370;  arrange- 
ment of  veils  of,  3D'J:  dedica- 
tion of,  410  et  seq.;  contribu- 
tions to,  41 1  ■ 

Thayer,  Ezra,— prefers  charges 
against  Curtis  Hodges,  33] 
seized  with  cholera,  lOG. 

Theology, — lectures  on,  HG  (and 
note);  to  be  published  in  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants,  180. 

Times,  Northcnt, — weekly  news 
paper,  22L  434. 

Tithing, — covenant  of  the  Prophet 
and  Oliver  Cowdery  concerning, 
1 7."). 

Turnhani,  Mr.,— moderator  of 
meeting,  Clay  county,  speaks  in 
defense  of  the  Saints, 

Tyler,  Father, — restored  to  fellow- 
bbip,  lilL 

V 

V'isions, — Prophet's,  of  Celestial 
Kingdom,  380;  of  the  Twelve, 
381:  of  other  persons,  382,  38(i^ 
387,  392:  iu  Kirtland  Temple, 
435. 

▼ 

Walker,   Esquire, —  Palmersville, 

entertains  Prophet,  42; 
Warningj     Voice    of, — published, 

")18  (and  note). 
Watt, George  D., — baptism  of,  first 

in  England,  504 . 
Wells,  Daniel  H^— on  Prophet's 

intuitive  knowledge  of  law  4 

(note). 

West,  Nathan, — prefers  charges 
against  Samuel  Brown,  137; 
against  Hewlett  Branch,  139. 

Whitmer,  Christian, — chosen  to 
receive  endowments,  1 13. 

Whitmer,  David,  — chosen  to  re- 
ceive endowments,  113;  made 
president  of  High  Council  and 
Church  in  Missouri,  124.  125: 
instructs    High   Council,  136, 


Whitlock,  Harvey, — transgression 
of,  314,  3 1 5. 

Whitmer,  John, — chosen  to  re- 
ceive endowments,  113;  editor 
of  Messenger  and  Advocate^  221L 

W^hitmer,  Peter,  Sen., —  blesses 
his  sons,  124. 

Whitmer,  Peter,  Jan., — chosen  to 
receive  endowments,  113. 

Whitney,  Bishop  Newel  K., — mis- 
sion to  New  York,  288;  blessing 
of  the  Prophet  upon,  288;  feast 
of  the  poor  at  house  of,  31i2. 

Wight.  Lyman, — messenger  to 
Prophet  at  Kirtland,  1;  reports 
to  Kirtland  High  Council  con- 
ditions in  Missouri,  39;  at  con- 
ference at  Avon,  N.  Y.,  44; 
joins  Zion's  Camp  at  Salt  river, 
87;  elected  general  of  Zion's 
Camp,  88  (and  note);  baptizes 
Dean  Gould,  95;  makes  division 
in  Camp,  100;  chosen  to  receive 
endowments,  1 13;  accused  of 
teaching  false  doctrine,  147; 
charges  against,  481. 

Wilcox,  Eber, — dies  of  cholera, 
USL 

Williams,  Frederick  G. —  made 
paymaster  of  Zion's  Camp,  64; 
reproved  by  the  Prophet,  90; 
appointed  to  administer  to  the 
sick  in  Cleveland,  146;  appointed 
editor  Northern  limes,  227;  ap- 
pointed scribe  to  the  Patriarch 
of  the  Church,  273;  accused  be- 
fore Kirtland  High  Council, 
485;  objected  to  as  one  of  the 
First  Presidency,  509. 

Willis,  Ira  J., — whipped  by  mob 
in  Jackson  county,  4iL 

Wilson,  Moses, — Jackson  county, 
whips  Ira  J.  Willis,  41L 

Wilson,  Reuben, — China,  N.  Y., 
charges  Prophet  for  entertain- 
ment, 4ii; 

Witnesses,  Three,  —  choose  the 
Twelve  Apostles,  ISii  (and 
note);  propriety  of  choosing 
the  Twelve,  181  (note). 

Witnesses,  Twelve, — see  Apostles. 

Woodruff, WilfordW., — opens  mis- 
sion in  Fox  Islands,  507. 
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Young,  Brigham, —  member  of 
Ziou's  Camp,  63;  cares  for 
families  of  Brothers  Augel  and 
Boothe,  04;  directed  by  Prophet 
to  call  meeting  for  choosing  the 
Twelve,  180,  IM  (and  note); 
chosen  an  Apostle,  187:  ordina- 
tion of  to  apostleship,  187  (note) 
and  188i  flight  of  from  Kirtlaud, 

m 

Young,Joseph, — member  of  Zion's 
i^amp,  63;  Prophet  predicts  that 
he  would  be  president  of  Seven- 


ties, 181  (note);  ordination  of, 
201.  202. 

Z 

Zelph, — a  Lamanite,  skeleton  of, 
111  (and  note),  StL 

Zion, — prayer  for  deliverance  of, 
iJj  action  of  Priesthood  at  Kirt- 
land  concerning  deliverance  of, 
222;  sons  of,  blessed,  242;  the 
Prophet  et  at.  appointed  to  re- 
ceive money  for,  4.{4 ;  other 
stakes  of,  than  Kirtland  to  be 
appointed,  514. 

Zion's  Camp,  see  Camp. 
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